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10 COCHITUATE STREET   .   NATICK, MA  01760   .   PHONE 508-651-1316   .   FAX 508-651-3448   .   EMAIL  EPE@EPE.com

Assignment: Prepare and Support our customers’ cars.

Event: The inaugural PCA Club Race at DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY, Daytona, FL.

Date: October 2006

Results: All Great... some Extaordinary!

Greg Brown: Winner of the very competitive GTC3 class enduro in his GT3 Supercup Car.

Dana Martin: 1st in class and 4th overall in the GTC2 class enduro.

Bob Cohen: 3rd in GTC1... running the entire 90 minute enduro solo.

Barry Brensinger: 2nd in class in sprint after starting last overall... setting another B class track record.

Andy Jenks: 3rd in class of 26 F cars and 4th overall in enduro after a dramatic spin dropped him to 30th early.

Caryl Brensinger, Bruce Hauben, Wayne Mackie and Steve Boris: Finished off the podium but ran safely without problems or issues.
 
CONGRATULATIONS!! to our customers and friends on their outstanding performance at Daytona.

While not all our customers race their cars or even participate in the PCA drivers education program,
we believe all our clients deserve the same level of personalized, professional care we have become known
for in race paddocks all across the country.

Our commitment to excellence shows in many ways, through our flexible scheduling, our cost effective
approach to proper repair and maintenance and our unique ability to help make your Porsche ownership
pleasurable and rewarding.

So, the next time your Porsche needs a little TLC... even if you’re not planning on driving the banking at 
Daytona... call or drop us a note. It’s often said “Racing Improves the Breed” and we at EPE believe that
it’s true, not only for the car, but the technician that works on it. 
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restored gas pumps sell for lots of money, but 
not early signs. How wrong I was. The top-selling 
item turned out to be a late ‘40s Cadillac dealer-
ship sign, a large circular logo sign with artwork 
on both sides. When the bidding stopped on 
that one, someone won the sign with a bid of 
$38,000 — for a non-electric porcelain sign! This 
portion of the overall event featured all manner 
of early signage for gasoline and tire brands no 
longer in existence. A number of highly restored 
early pedal cars were sold for staggering sums. A 
lighted Porsche Service and Parts sign no bigger 
than 12” by 36” sold for $4500 — I thought about 
bidding on that one but common sense pre-
vailed. Old gasoline pumps drew lots of bidding 
interest, as did large neon dealership and gas sta-
tion signs. One Chevrolet sign had to be 10’ by 15’ 
in size — where you put something that big in a 
collection I do not know. I was as interested in the 
automobilia auctions each day as I was in the col-
lector cars. We should all be scrounging around 
for old signage that can be restored — the money 

these items bring would make for a 
nice retirement supplement.  
   The collector car auction started on 
Wednesday and continued until late 
Sunday. Over that period of time they 
auctioned off over 1,000 automobiles 
at the rate of one every two or three 
minutes. The auctioneers worked in 

thirty-minute shifts, necessary I’m sure to manage 
their voices over the twelve-hour days. I’m sure 
you’ll think I’m crazy, but I somehow managed 
to spend seven to eight hours each day camped 
out watching the bidding while sitting on very 
uncomfortable chairs. I thoroughly enjoyed 
listening to the various auctioneers; their banter 
was absolutely mesmerizing. Of course I was 
also interested to see what the various cars sold 
brought for bids.  
   Barrett-Jackson’s auction tends to focus in-
creasingly on ‘50s and ‘60s automobiles with a 
particular focus on the “muscle cars” we boom-
ers enjoyed. The auction catalogue listed three 
Boss 302 Mustangs and a number of Boss 429 
Mustangs, all of which I was interested to see go 
up for auction. As I’ve mentioned before, I parted 
with a pristine ’70 Boss 302 back in 1972, fool-
ishly trading it in for $2250 on an ugly Audi 100 
LS. Roaming the tents full of cars to be auctioned 
I discovered an unrestored 38,000-mile Boss 302 

A few months ago I authored a column wherein 
I mused about what events in our lives 

shaped our interest in automobiles. In my case 
I thought that fooling around with a Corvette 
bodied go-kart my mother had won back in 1959 
had much to do with my heightened interest in 
cars. This past week Susana and I made the trek 
out to Scottsdale, Arizona to attend the Barrett-
Jackson Collector Car Auction. I’ve watched the 
event on television for years and correspondingly 
put it on my list of things I wanted to do — my 
so-called “bucket list.” Imagine my surprise, as we 
walked through the display of automobilia that 
was being auctioned during the week, when I 
discovered a pristine example of that 1959 Cor-
vette go-kart. This example was painted red and 
white versus the blue and white version we had 
back in 1959, but everything else was identical. 
I don’t know how to describe my reaction other 
than to say that I was nearly speechless. Here was 
something I’d not seen for 47+ years, and yet it 
was immediately familiar as my brain dredged up 

memories from back in ’59 and ’60. The go-kart 
seemed so small now, but back then it somehow 
accommodated nearly every neighborhood kid 
who desired to race up our street.  
   I checked the auction catalogue to see when 
the go-kart was to be auctioned, thinking that 
maybe I ought to take a shot at purchasing the 
little go-kart — maybe with the objective of start-
ing an early interest in automobiles in our grand-
children. Unfortunately the go-kart was to be 
auctioned on Sunday morning about the time we 
left Salt Lake City on our way home. I checked the 
Internet when we arrived home and learned that 
it was sold for $5,000 to some lucky collector. I did 
take a few pictures that I’ll share with my younger 
brother and mother. I’m sure they’ll be surprised 
to learn that someone kept one of these early go-
karts in pristine condition for nearly 50 years. 
   Speaking of the automobilia auction and 
Barrett-Jackson, I was stunned to see what people 
were willing to pay for all sorts of early gas station 
and car dealership signage. I expected to see 
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Out In The Passing Lane
Dave Weber

I parted with a pristine ‘70 Boss 302 back in 
1972, foolishly trading it in for $2250 on an 
ugly Audi 100 LS.

continued on page 40



Porsche. And not to argue their point one way 
or the other, the Cayenne has been a fantastic 
financial success and has helped give Porsche the 
highest profit margins of any carmaker. When Mr. 
Wiedeking took over as the operational head of 
Porsche the company was near-bankruptcy, so 
he has a lot of capital with the Porsche family. 
   Wolfgang Porsche has said, ”My father and my 
grandfather would have been pleased to see this, 
but that wasn’t the reason we did it,” referring 
to the takeover. This has been a pure business 
proposition. It also closes a circle in certain re-
spects. The first Ferdinand Porsche who founded 
Porsche AG was also the designer of the first 
VW. Ferdinand Piech, another grandson of the 
original Ferdinand, the current chairman of VW’s 
supervisory board, is six years senior to Wolfgang 
Porsche. Piech’s mother was Wolfgang’s aunt and 
sister to his father, also a Ferdinand. I know, you 
can’t tell the players without a scorecard. 
   Under Wolfgang’s urging, the board (family 
members) in 1992 promoted Mr. Wiedeking who, 

at the time, was a young production 
executive returning to Porsche after 
running an auto parts supplier. The 
new boss brought in Japanese manag-
ers from Toyota to lecture the workers 
about efficiency and personally cut 
down shelves stocked with parts to 

vividly demonstrate his seriousness about reduc-
ing inventory and costs. His first new car was the 
Boxster, followed as we know by the Cayenne, 
which is now the second-largest seller after the 
911. In emerging markets like Russia, China and 
the Middle East, the Cayenne is the most popular 
Porsche and a common sight on the streets from 
Shanghai to St. Petersburg. The NY Times reports 
that Porsche’s North American sales were down 
10% in ’07 while my own research shows that ’07 
was the fourth year in a row with record sales in 
the U.S. I’ve been unable to relate and confirm 
U.S. to North American sales. Suffice it to say, 
the Cayenne has been a huge boost to both the 
bottom line and worldwide sales. Mr. Wiedeking 
said, “In the last year, we took almost 60,000 cars 
intended for the U.S. and shipped them directly 
to Russia and China. Every Saturday, we run extra 
shifts. We can’t produce enough Cayennes.” 
   Some analysts have cast doubt on the Porsche 
takeover of VW. Adam Jonas at Morgan Stanley 
in London said, “Porsche is very good at running 

Well, I’m watching the snow falling with 10” 
already on the ground, and this is after 

more than a week of 50°+ weather and a full day 
of hard rain. I was wishing that all that rain had 
been snow. No, we don’t ski but I’m of a mind that 
if we’re going to have winter, then damn it, let’s 
have winter, not this namby-pamby half-assed 
stuff where the snow melts the next day and it 
feels like I should be planting the tomatoes. Not 
to mention, it’s always more fun going away to 
a warm location when we’re leaving behind a 
real winter. And that is what’s happening tomor-
row so, as I pointed out in the Ramble promo, do 
not worry if you do not hear from me between 
mid-January and mid-February concerning your 
Ramble registration. They will be handled in the 
order in which they were mailed when I get back. 
   Several weeks ago The NY Times reported in a 
full-page article on Porsche AG and the Porsche 
family that it is likely that the Porsche takeover 
of VW, which began in 2005 with the surprise 
purchase of a 20% share, will be completed in 

2008 with the acquisition of a majority share. This 
has been characterized in the German media as a 
”David & Goliath tale,” an ”audacious power play,” 
and a ”collision of mass and class.” Personally I 
like the last one the best. Wolfgang Porsche, a 
grandson of Ferdinand, the chairman of Porsche’s 
supervisory board and current leader of the 
sprawling German-Austrian family said, “We’re 
just a small automaker from Stuttgart, and now 
we’re going to be one of the largest automobile 
companies in the world.” 
   The takeover, which was the brainchild of 
Porsche’s chief executive, Wendelin Wiedeking, is 
intended to lock in the partnership and en-
sure that others do not get their hands on VW. 
Porsche, as we well know, developed the Cayenne 
in partnership with VW, and is currently working 
jointly with VW on hybrid engines. The plan is to 
use a VW assembly plant to stamp out the body 
of the new four-door Panamera sedan. Yea, many 
— dare I say most — Porsche ‘sports car’ people 
are looking askance at the upcoming Panamera, 
just as they did the Cayenne, as not being a ‘real’ 
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Bruce Hauben

Upshifting

The Cayenne has been a fantastic financial suc-
cess and has helped give Porsche the highest 
profit margins of any carmaker.

continued on page 36



   My earliest recollection of a great seat was the 
front seat in a Rambler that a buddy of mine 
owned. It was the first seat that I ever saw that 
reclined. What a concept for a teenage boy, a seat 
that folded back and looked like a bed. Wow. I 
suppose that every girl in America knew about 
those Rambler seats because they sure wouldn’t 
get near my buddy’s car. The best we could do 
was to have him recline his side so that his head 
was out of sight and then we’d sit on the passen-
ger side and tell him when to speed up and slow 
down. And when to turn right and left of course. 
It made for some interesting looks as we motored 
past the high school in the morning headed for 
the student parking lot. 
   I spent a lot of time trying to find a way to 
recline the seats in my VW but it was not to be. 
Maybe that’s one of the things that made those 
early Porsches so attractive. Little did I ever be-
lieve that I’d be taking these seats apart decades 
after I would ever consider doing anything with 
the opposite sex in a car. 

   The seats that belong in the 
’57 have a wooden frame, yes, 
wooden. Begins to sound like 
something British, doesn’t it? It 
wasn’t until 1958 that the bases 
were done completely in metal. 
The wood base actually makes 
the reupholstering easier since 

small tacks, like carpet tacks, are used to keep the 
seat cover material in place. Very simple to re-
move and install. The base has a U-shaped piece 
of iron on three sides that is held to the frame by 
wood screws. It looks like it’s strong enough to 
tow a car, and this was back before there were 
any sorts of regulations about the strength of 
seats. There is a pivot point for the seat hinge 
welded to the metal to allow it to be folded 
forward for rear seat access. There were no safety 
catches back in those days. If you hit the brakes 
hard enough you could get the passenger seat to 
fly forward. That’s where we all got that reflex of 
reaching over with our right arm to the passenger 
side under heavy braking. No need to do that in 
today’s cars, but if your grandfather still does it 
when you’re in the car at least you’ll know where 
it came from. 
  Only a small portion of the metal perimeter 
shows, but it has to be cleaned and refinished so 
off it comes. A wire wheel knocks off the dirt and 

This time of year we really know that we’re 
in winters grip. The holidays were white as 

requested, the January thaw came as wished, and 
now the cold has chased us all indoors. It’s the 
perfect time for those garage projects that we’ve 
been putting off since the winter seemed so fes-
tive. There’s nothing festive about it now. We’re all 
just waiting for longer days and higher tempera-
tures. We’ll have to be patient as the days only 
lengthen by a few minutes a week and on stormy 
days it seems like they’re going the other way. 
   With the long winters here in New England I’ve 
never understood why more people don’t heat 
their garages, but then I suppose they’re just not 
car people. A little heat, some music or a TV hang-
ing on the wall and those car projects attract me 
like a magnet. 
   The ‘57 356A is at the metal shop, leaving some 
of the room to attack a few of the little jobs, some 
that I’ve never done before. Cleaning parts and 
boxing up pieces to send to the plater (this one 
in Mexico via Phoenix) is routine, but this year 

I’ve decided to tackle a task that I’ve never tried 
before — reconditioning the seats. 
   In all these years, more than I wish to count, I 
must have taken hundreds of seats out of various 
cars. Some big, some small, most were buck-
ets and a few were bench. I’ve swapped whole 
interiors in cars to get a change of color and 
exchanged good for bad to make a buyer happy. 
But I’ve never really taken apart the seats them-
selves. With 356s it never really looked like a big 
job, but the farthest I ever got was to swap a 
couple of seat backs to make the ride more com-
fortable. Not a tough job. 
   The ‘57 had the wrong seats in it when it ar-
rived and they were certainly no prize. I tried to 
swap them to a fellow in Virginia for the correct 
ones and I wound up owning both sets. The seat 
version that I needed has a very thick back and al-
ways looked to me like someone’s easy chair, not 
a proper seat for a sports car. Restoration done 
correctly brings a car back to how it started so I 
really didn’t have a choice in the matter. 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 37
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My earliest recollection of a great seat was the 
front seat in a Rambler that a buddy of mine 
owned. It was the first seat I saw that reclined.



avoid this scenario I pull the DME relay (located in 
the fuse box on motronic equipped cars) before 
cranking the car over, this stops gas and spark 
thus the engine will turn over at a slower rate via 
the starter. Once the oil pressure gage moves or 
the light goes out, shut off the key, insert the relay 
back into the relay board and crank over the en-
gine. On pre-Motronic cars (SC’s and before and 
924s) just pull the coil wire, but be careful not to 
let it ground. Once the car is running let it idle for 
a while, avoid revving it up, then in few minutes 
take it for a ride at light throttle until fully warmed 
up, best bet is 10 miles or so.
   If you overinflated your tires for the storage re-
set them to proper pressures, remember though 
that pressure reads lower in cold weather so 
compensate for that. Arrange to change the oil in 
the near future and do a brake fluid change if that 
has not been done in two years (less time if used 
for track duty). Now would also be a good time to 
examine your filter, air and climate control types, 
for evidence of rodent damage. Obviously the 

Boxster crowd needs to open their en-
gine compartment to access the filter, a 
five minute job clearly explained in the 
owner’s manual. While you are at it you 
might as well replace the air filter as it 
is cheap insurance for clean filtered air. 
Be very careful removing the old ele-
ment as it is at an angle and debris can 

fall into the airway and get stuck on the mass air 
flow meter and disturb the reading of this sensor. 
Finally wash the car and clean the interior for the 
coming season, lube the locks and hinges and get 
ready for the driving season. 
   Recently I was reliving the cars I have owned 
since getting my license a few decades ago. One 
in particular stuck in my mind, the first one, even 
though I did not buy it. My grandfather gave it to 
me after he had to give up his license following 
a number of accidents in a short period of time. 
It was a 1954 Ford 2 door sedan, bluish (with a 
second rust color caused by deterioration of the 
paint and body) cloth like seats, six cylinder with a 
3-speed manual transmission on the column and 
no syncho on first gear. In popular car parlance 
this car was a “stripper” no radio, black floor mats, 
Blackwall tires with hubcaps (instead of wheel 
covers). Since this was my sole transportation at 
the time, I decided to dress it up a bit. First off was 
plush carpeting complements of the local movie 

It sure seems like an eternity until spring ar-
rives and Porsche activities again resume their 

outdoor flavor, not to downgrade the indoor 
events the club holds The recent bi-annual Paul 
Russell tour in Essex where 100 members relished 
the incredible restoration efforts proves that not 
everyone hides in the winter. 
   As this is being written, I am reliving the memo-
ries of my recent trip to Scottsdale Arizona via 
Las Vegas with three other “motorheads” two 
Porsche types and an interloper Corvette guy. 
The shear immensity of the Barrett-Jackson auc-
tion whether it be the acres of cars waiting to be 
sold or already sold, or the vendor tent (more like 
an auditorium in size)where one could purchase 
most anything even remotely automotive related, 
but a long stretch to see the connection in some 
cases. See accompanying articles from other 
PCAers in this issue for more details. One interest-
ing highlight was meeting the customizer of the 
50’s and 60’s George Barris, and yes we took a 
confirming picture to prove it. 

   Since this is the off season for Porsches leading 
up to the usual spring rush to make ready your 
chariot for the season, I thought it might be use-
ful to review some out of storage hints that I have 
developed over the years. 
   To me the most important aspect of taking 
your Porsche out of storage in the spring is the 
initial startup. Remember your car has been sit-
ting for 4-5 months without being started (This 
is the preferred method as intermittent starting 
during the winter does nothing substantial for 
the battery and the potential damage of starting 
an idle engine is not worth it). Thus the oil has 
drained to the lowest reaches of the pan away 
from the critical bearing surfaces. Sure there is 
still a thin layer of protection on them (and you 
are using synthetic right) but the first startup is 
critical. That first cranking of the starter rotates 
the engine with minimal oil pressure for a short 
period of time and if the engine fires quickly then 
the stress on the lubricated parts is tremendous 
until the oil pressure reaches acceptable level. To 
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Steve Ross

Around The Cones

continued on page 37

To me the most important aspect of taking 
your Porsche out of storage in the spring is the 
initial startup.
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Minutes Of The Board

Happy PCA Anniversary

Thirty-Five Years
Wolfgang Rietzl

Twenty-Five Years
William Shenk

Twenty Years
Rosemarie Van Camp

Ten Years
George Bixby
Kevin Fannon
Edward Garey
Charles Gervais
Andrew Jenks
James Mallette
Christopher Ruggles
Sandra Salvadore
Andrew Wong
Michael Wildt

continued on page  39

Five Years
Robert Hayden
Lars Borgwing
David Carroll
Andrew Chiras
John Fortier
Howard Lipinsky
Stacey McCarthy
James Mogavero
Marc Monahan
Richard Rogers
Anibal Roges

Jill Maserian- January 13, 2008 Board Meeting

After an outstanding brunch, this meeting of 
the Board was called to order at 10:45 am. 

In attendance were Bruce Hauben, John Bergen, 
Joyce Brinton, Bob Canter, Karen Cohen, Peter 
Donohoe, Laurie Jitts, Ron Mann, Jill Maserian, 
Steve Ross, Chris Ryan, Matthew Wallis, Michelle 
Wang and our hosts Susana and Dave Weber. 
   Laurie led off by giving a through DE update. 
Including a finalized 2008 DE Calendar of events, 
consisting of 22 days and all 7 tracks confirmed. 
He also proposed a number of dates for joint 
events with NER, NCR and UCR, which will be cross 
promoted.  
   The DE Season Opener will be on April 30/May 
at NHIS as a joint event between NCR/NER. Ron 
Mann and Mathew will help organize this event, 
focused on expanding Novice involvement. Laurie 
then proposed a first ever Instructor Coaching 
Clinic on May 21st, where signed off drivers will 
enjoy a regular DE day and Instructors will par-
ticipate in the instructor development portion to 
include on track time. A complete list of dates and 
details of all 2008 DE events will appear on the 
NER PCA web site and in the Nor’easter. 
   Based on last year’s successful online registra-
tion process (only 2 registrations where mailed-
in), Laurie proposed a motion to adopt online 
registration for DE and AX events. This streamlined 
process would enable people to sign-up online, 
while still providing the options to pay online or 
by check. The Board approved the proposal. Laurie 
presented the 2007 NER Track Budget, noting that 
there would be a slight profit earned.  
   Ron provided a NER Autocross update, stating 
that the insurance contract for Fort Devens is 
underway. He also described a new AX software 
application that holds promise for improving AX 
administration - from initial registration to post-
ing of AX results. This will be tested at the first AX 
event and reassessed. Steve agreed to run the 
August event since Ron will be traveling.  
   Activities chair Steve Ross reported that Char-
ley and Martha Dow will host a brunch/rally tour 
in early April. A number of other activities were 
discussed which will be explored. Details will be 
forthcoming. Steve mentioned that efforts are also 
underway to cross promote the NCR social rallies 
and tours, “so that our members will have more 
events.” The Board also endorsed the recommen-
dation that all future events should provide hand-
outs of forthcoming events and contact names 
to help keep people informed, and promote even 

greater member involvement. 
   Bruce provided a Ramble update. Given the 
overwhelming past successes of the Ramble and 
this year’s stay at the renowned Balsams resort, it 
was no surprise that registrations are higher and 
stronger than ever! Within the first 7 days of sign 
up, over 50 registrations were received, and all 
had indicated they would arrive on Friday to take 
advantage of the three day venue. 
   Bob Canter provided the Administrative up-
date. He began by reporting that the Paul Russell 
tour (always a favorite,) held the previous day, 
was very successful. He announced that the Feb 
10th meeting at Firefly’s is on target, with more 
room for those who have yet to sign up. He then 
introduced Chris Ryan, who will share the role, 
and help plan chapter activities. Chris’ contact in-
formation will be added to promo materials. Bob 
outlined a number of other ideas that are under 
consideration and Ron raised the topic which 
had been raised about NER hosting an event for 
new drivers - a “street survival” concept - which 
received interest, but was tabled until the Febru-
ary meeting.  
   Treasurer Karen Cohen presented the finan-
cial update. She was pleased to report that the 
region’s finances were still in the black, after a 



a reverberator, whose function was to make the 
radio sound like it had stereo. That was followed 
by a 1964 Corvette roadster with a 327/365hp 
small-block. I purchased it for $1150, sold it two 
years later for $2300, and laughed all the way to 
the bank (if only I knew then what I know now).  
   Yet even then with all that horsepower nothing 
seemed to match the excitement I experienced 
sitting in the back of that 356 until 1975 when, 
with the $2300 I got from the sale of the Corvette 
and an additional $1200, I acquired a 1973 1.7 
914. It was a lime green sort of color with the ap-
pearance package. I purchased it from a Boston 
firefighter who lived in Chelsea and had plastered 
the rear window with stickers that indicated he 
was a firefighter, which I wisely never removed. I 
can honestly say that over the next 15 years that 
I owned the car I never got a parking ticket in 
Boston.  
   The only additions I made to the car (because 
cash was a hard-to-come-by commodity while I 
was in college in the early years, and afterwards 

with marriage and children) was to insert 
Koni shocks and Michelins XAS tires 
which, for those of you old enough to 
remember, were the hot tire to have at 
the time. For all the 80 or so horsepower 
it had this car would scream going thru a 
corner. But, as I found out, racing a Buick 
Electra in a straight line from street light 

to street light, especially when the driver and the 
occupant of the other car are old enough to be 
your grandparents, was not a way to boost your 
ego… I am sorry, I digress; obviously never got 
over that one.  
   I think that with me it really has never been 
about how fast can I get a car to go, or even 
necessarily about how much horsepower I have 
under the hood. Rather it’s about how I feel when 
I see a corner up ahead and attempt to line it up 
perfectly, and the rush that consumes me when 
I have exited the corner on what I think is the 
perfect line. Tom Buckingham (a great driving 
instructor, by the way), who was my instructor 
when I went to my first DE event last October, had 
to constantly remind me to breathe. I became so 
focused looking ahead to each corner that I just 
forgot to do anything else but drive.  
   I often think that when I meet somebody else 
that drives a Porsche there is some kind of kin-
dred spirit between us that, even though unstat-

With the impending deadline closing in fast 
for me to submit my article for this month’s 

NOR’EASTER, it got me thinking when exactly 
this infatuation with automobiles for me actually 
began, and how. As far back as I can recall I have 
always liked cars, but the ultimate epiphany I best 
can recall occurred when I was approximately 
five or six years old. I was at a friend’s house when 
a cousin of his, who had been serving in the 
military stationed in Germany, showed up at his 
house in this little dark brown car — I had never 
seen anything like it before — and asked us if we 
wanted to go for a ride. Since I was the friend and 
not the relative I was relegated to sit in what was 
barely a back seat to go for this ride, yet what I 
remember most about the ride was how this little 
car took turns as if it were on a rail.  
   To this day I can still recall the exact street where 
he took that first corner (in Quincy, MA where 
I grew up), and the absolute excitement that 
went through my entire being at how fast he was 
driving at the time. Foreign cars, let alone sports 

cars, were something that, prior to this ride, I 
had never experienced before, yet that one ride 
would forever change for me how I would look at 
cars and how much I would look forward to the 
day I would get to drive and own my own cars. 
Now this may seem a bit odd, but when I think 
back to that time I didn’t exactly know what kind 
of car it was that I had been riding in that day. Not 
until I was in junior high school when I happened 
to come upon a car that looked exactly like the 
car I had ridden in that day did I realize I had been 
in a Porsche 356 coupe, and it was at that mo-
ment that my love affair with Porsches began and 
obviously to this day has never ceased. 
   There was a time between approximately the 
ages of 15 to 18 when, like all my friends, I was 
into the big muscle cars of the day — the Hurst/
Olds 442, the Pontiac Judges, the Plymouth Dust-
er 340s, the Hemi Roadrunners, and the assorted 
Chevy SS models. I myself had a 1966 Pontiac 
GTO with a three-speed on the floor and a factory 
option which, if I remember correctly, was called 
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Bob Canter

Double Clutching

Now this may seem a bit odd, but when I think 
back to that time I didn’t exactly know what 
kind of car I had been riding in that day

continued on page  42



the question of whether to keep it or replace it? If 
anyone has the answer to that rhetorical question 
please let my wife know! I think it is a disease and 
believe that there is little I can do to prevent this 
rite of winter.  
   The challenge I have now is that there are way 
too many cars that would be really good replace-
ments for the A4, and then there are some that 
would be just plain old silly for me to get. Let’s 
start with the silly ones, shall we?  
   I have had my eye on several slightly used BMW 
M3s. I know what you’re thinking — replacing 
an all-wheel drive wagon with a rear-wheel drive 
coupe... brilliant! Heck, throw a set of snow tires 
on it and you can drive in just about any type 
of weather. Well at least that’s what I’m telling 
myself. The M3 is a great car with lots of power 
and a large supply of grin factor. I have seen 
many Porsche owners at the track driving the 
you-know-what out of their M3s and it looks like 
great fun. Plus the back seat appears to have a bit 
more room than my 911 so I could technically call 

it a family car (as a point of reference, I 
already call my 911 a family car). 
   Next up is a Cayman S. As you’ll recall 
I have been keen to hear from Stan 
Corbett about how he was making out 
with his Cayman S during this winter 
season. Stan actually was kind enough 
to send me a write-up of his recent ex-

periences with his car and the snow. Stan writes:

“John, reading your column in the 
NOR’EASTER reminded me to let you know 
how my Cayman S is doing as a daily driver 
this winter. First, everything bad you’ve 
heard about the summer tires in the cold is 
absolutely true! Below 40 they’re very skit-
tish until you drive a few miles and build 
up some heat in the tires (I’m running the 
Bridgestone Potenza RE050As that came 
on the car). The colder it gets, the more 
miles it takes. When it gets down closer to 
freezing they never do feel right. 
   I bought a set of Bridgestone Blizzak LM-
25s from Tire Rack (great service — I or-
dered them on-line on a Saturday evening 
and they were delivered on Wednesday). I 
had these mounted on the Cayman’s rims 
by NTB in Shrewsbury (they are a Tire Rack 
recommended installer). They did a good 

I can’t believe that this will be my 13th column 
under the moniker, Flat Sixer. I never imagined 

being able to crank out 13 columns, let alone one 
or two. Thank heavens for the many events we do 
here at NER or you would all be reading about my 
kids or, worse yet, my exciting life at work! 
   This past month proved highly interesting on 
many fronts. First, I have begun my annual ritual 
of self torture by beginning to explore the pos-
sibility of buying a new car to replace my aging 
A4. Second, there was the NER excursion to Paul 
Russell’s restoration garage. Third, there were 
more renewals to process and, finally, there was 
the January board meeting. 
   So let’s begin with the age-old question: do I 
replace the trusty old A4. As many of you may re-
call, and I won’t be offended if you don’t, I have a 
daily driver that is a 1999 Audi A4 Avant. This little 
green wagon, not as bright green as my Porsche, 
has been very good to me. It currently has a little 
over 52k miles on it and is able to take me the 
three miles to and from the train station each day. 

   Mechanically the car is pretty solid (please 
note that I have just knocked on wood) and the 
biggest thing I’ve had to do on it was replace the 
water pump. Of course when I had that done I 
had them replace the timing belt at the same 
time, since the belt had to be removed in the 
process. I have kept the car pretty much stock and 
the only modification I have done has been to put 
in an APR Stage One chip. The APR chip effectively 
increased my horsepower from 160 to 200. This 
is very noticeable when you are driving the car 
spiritedly; otherwise there is no difference.  
   Of course I have been very religious about 
changing my oil and I have almost always used 
Mobil1. The routine maintenance was being han-
dled by Dick Shine of Shine Racing in Walpole for 
the bulk of the car’s life, with several trips to the 
dealer when the car was under warranty for free 
maintenance. So, as you can see, I can’t complain 
about its role and performance as a commuter 
vehicle. 
   Then why do I continually confront myself with 
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John Bergen

Flat Sixer

The  challenge I have now is that there are 
way too many cars that would be really good 
replacements for the A4
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drive with similarly experienced drivers at similar 
speeds. In the novice groups, drivers are accom-
panied by PCA recognized instructors who will 
teach you high-performance driving techniques 
and fundamentals. DE is not racing, however, or 
even preparation for racing. The events are not 
timed and there are no prizes. We intentionally 
restrict passing zones to ensure your safety and 
we enforce safety rules. 
   From an enthusiasts perspective (such as my-
self ), ‘DEing’ is a lifestyle throughout the summer. 
Waking moments are spent at the track, or think-
ing about the next time there. I live for the rush of 
adrenalin that comes from moments like touch-
ing 150 mph just before jumping on the brakes 
at the “Bus Stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing the 
car to drift out to the turn-in, at the end of the 
front straight before powering over a blind crest-
ing apex at Mont Tremblant. Just as importantly, 
highpoints of my summer DEing include laugh-
ing with new and old friends over the events of 
the day, or as an instructor, sharing what I have 

been taught and watching the smile 
of new students as they discover what 
they and the car are really capable of. 
But I’m one of the crazy addicts. Many 
attend only a few a days a year, and 
enjoy building their competency and 
letting the car do what it was built to 
do.

What qualifications do I need, what sort of car is 
acceptable, and what do I need to do to my car 
in preparation for a DE?   

You can drive anything, be at any skill level and 
any age over 18. Cars range from 1950s 356s 
through to the latest and greatest Cup cars. The 
requirements are minimal: your car needs to 
be in good mechanical order and needs to be 
inspected by a PCA-certified technical inspector. 
After that, turn up to the track and have fun. Note 
that we do require a fire extinguisher (after your 
first event) and you will need a helmet with the 
appropriate rating. On the web site (porschenet.
com) you’ll find a list of things worth bringing 
with you (e.g. water, brake pads and appropri-
ate layered clothing) as well as details of how to 
register, how to get your vehicle inspected and 
everything else you will need to know.

This year as your Driver Education Track Chair, 
I have decided (and possibly foolishly volun-

teered) to write a regular column keeping you 
up to date on all things Driver Education. Over 
the coming season, through this column, I will at-
tempt to keep you informed of upcoming events, 
give highlights of recent events, outline any 
changes to schedules and/or rules and for those 
new to DE, I will try to add a little information 
about the sport as we go. When I completely run 
out things to talk about I will attempt to entertain 
you with stories of my current motorsport and/
or Porsche adventures (or misadventures as the 
case may be). This year will be busy one for me as, 
aside from my duties as TC and my intended 30+ 
day schedule of DE events, I am also intending to 
do some real wheel-to-wheel racing in the form 
of driving a couple of Bertil Roos’ Formula 2000 
race days. I am also entered in the Targa New-
foundland driving my 1970 911E with my brother 
as co-pilot, and if all goes well, the GT3 and I are 
intending to go PCA Club Racing. There should be 

plenty to talk about. 
   To start the column off however, I thought I 
would draw heavily (can you plagiarize yourself?) 
on an article I wrote last year as an introduction 
to ‘DEing.’ Most of the content is still valid and 
goes along way towards answering the most 
common questions I am asked regarding Drivers 
Education.

What is a Drivers Education Event? 

There are two ways to answer the question. From 
a technical perspective, Drivers Education (DE) is 
a program developed by the PCA to allow driv-
ers of all skills the opportunity to drive on real 
racetracks in a safe and fun environment. Typi-
cally a DE event is run over one, two or three days. 
Each day will have five driving groups (divided 
by experience and skill level) who each go out 
four times for 20 to 30 minutes. In total you can 
expect to spend between 1 ½ and 2 hours per 
day on the track. Groups are divided to ensure 
maximum safety and fun by enabling you to 
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Laurie Jitts

In The Pits

I am also entered in the Targa Newfoundland 
driving my 1970 E with my brother as co-pilot, 
and if all goes well, I intend to try Club Racing.

continued on page  34
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Calendar
At A Glance

February 
10 Monthly Meeting @ Firefly’s
24 Driver Education Ground
   School

March
15 Tech Session @ Conway 

Autoworks

April
6 Autox School @Fort Devens
13 Spring Tour
30 Driver Education @NHIS
   Hosted By NCR

May
3-4 New England Ramble
   @ The Balsams
21 Driver Education @ NHIS

June
1 Autox #1 @ Fort Devens
20-22 Zone 1 Driver Education
   @ Watkins Glen

July
7-9 Driver Education @
   Mont Tremblant
11-13 Driver Education @
   Calabogie
12 Autox #2 @ Fort Devens
23-24 Driver Education @
   Watkins Glen

August
2-4 Driver Education @
   New Jersey Motorsport Park
3 Autox #3 @ Fort Devens
15-17 Driver Education @ NHIS
   Hosted by NCR
31 Autox #4 @ Fort Devens

September
4 Driver Education @ NHIS
6 PorscheFest @ Larz
   Anderson Auto Museum

October
13-14 Driver Education @ NHIS
   Hosted by NCR
26 AutoX #5 @ Fort Devens

December
6 Annual Dinner

February is certain to be cold and likely to be snowy. Most prob-
ably your Porsche is well into winter hibernation. No need to 

despair: come join Northeast Region on Sunday afternoon, Febru-
ary 10th at Firefly’s Bar-B-Que in Marlborough for great food, classic 
racing films, and good fun. As most of you know, Firefly’s is owned by 
active NER member Steve Uliss. All who have enjoyed Steve’s boda-
cious barbeque buffets at our Watkins Glen DEs can attest to the 
quality of the offerings. What you may not know is that Steve has a 
private room with screening capability tucked into his Marlborough eatery. 
   To take your mind off winter, NER will come up with an assortment of cinematic eye candy. You 
probably haven’t seen Steve McQueen’s 1971 classic Le Mans in years. Have you ever seen Claude 
Lelouch’s famous short C’était un rendez-vous: a nine-minute romp through the streets of Paris 
at 5:30 am? Or, The Speed Merchants, a great documentary on racing during 1969–1972 narrated 
by Porsche’s own Vic Elford (plus this other guy named Mario Andretti)? I’m sure we’ll have more 
cool films than time to see them all. 
   The food will start around 1:00 pm, and probably keep coming. We’ll start the screenings a little 
later, and Steve tells us we won’t get kicked out until 5:00 pm. 
   The price of this feast for mind and body is only $19.00 per person. Expect to enjoy St. Louis 
ribs, barbeque chicken, pulled pork, plenty of sides, and desert. A cash bar will be open. We can 
guarantee you won’t leave hungry. 
   Please complete the application form at the bottom of the page and mail it with your check 
made out to NER/PCA to Win Perry, 96 Burlington Street, Lexington, MA 02420. Reservations 
should be in the mail by January 28, but we may fill up, so reserve early.

Directions: 

Firefly’s Marlborough: 350 East Main Street Marlborough, MA 01752, Phone: (508) 357-8883

From Route 495 South/North: Take Exit 24A (Marlboro, Route 20). Follow Route 20 East for about 3 
miles. Firefly’s will be on your left.

From the Mass Pike: Take exit 11 (Route 495 North). Follow Route 495 to Exit 24A (Marlboro, Route 
20). Follow Route 20 East for about 3 miles. Firefly’s will be on your left.

Good Food & Fast Films - Hosted By Firefly’s
Celebration of Celluloid Racing & A Bodacious Barbeque
Sunday, February 10th Starting at 1PM

Good Food & Fast Films - Hosted By Firefly’s Bar-B-Que On February 10th 

Name (s)

Address:      City / State / Zip

Phone:      Email:

Cost: - $19/person
Send check (payable to NER/PCA) to Win Perry, 96 Burlington St, Lexington, MA 02040
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The engine cashes every check the body writes.

What can we say that isn’t already obvious? A sleek arcing roofl ine and curving 
shoulders entice you into wanting more. Pressing the accelerator assures you 
it’s not a tease. 245 horses or road-grabbing power propel you via the mid-
mounted fl at-six engine. It’s engineered with character as individual as yours. 
The new Cayman. It’s stirring things up.

Lease a Cayman for $589 per month.*

Ira Porsche
1-866-225-5472
97 Andover Street, Route 114
Danvers, MA 01923

New and Used Inventory

©2007 Porsche Cars North America, Inc.  Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffi c laws at all times.

2007 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe
Silver, Stk#X70015 $77,660
2007 Porsche 911 Targa 4S
White, Stk#X70034 $104,780
2006 Porsche Cayenne Turbo S
Titanium Grey, Stk#X60123 $119,615
2007 Porsche 911 Turbo Coupe
Meteor Grey, Stk#X70075 $130,763
2007 Porsche 911 Turbo Coupe
Basalt Black, Stk#X70088 $135,515

2002 Porsche Boxster
Black, Stk#A70603B $27,989
2003 Porsche Cayenne S
Marine Blue, Stk#X60227A $35,989
2004 Porsche Cayenne S
Marine Blue, Stk#XU0007 $42,989
2006 Porsche Boxster S
Black, Stk#X70068A $49,989
2006 Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet
Tiptronic, Black, Stk#XU0008 $78,989

*48 month lease, $4794.45 due at inception, no security deposit. 10K miles per year, 30¢ thereafter. Includes fi rst payment, cap cost 
reduction. Excludes tax, title and registration. All offers include $195 administration fee. Future value $28,476.90. Stk#X70021.



Ladies, gentlemen and younger drivers…..if you’ve ever 
dreamed of driving your Porsche at speed, feeling exhila-

rated by its performance and testing your mettle, we invite 
you to get a leap on our upcoming track season by attending 
Thrill Rides 2008 on Sunday, February 24th. This is NER’s annual 
introduction to our Driver Education program graciously hosted 
by Joe Marko of HMS Motorsport at HMS’s great new facility in 
Danvers, MA. Directions can be found at www.hmsmotorsport.
com/info. 
   This interactive classroom session will give you a great 
overview of NER’s on-track driving program. We’ll discuss the 
fundamentals of high performance track driving and how these 
techniques can be applied to improve your everyday, on-street 
driving. You’ll hear how to prepare for an event, how and where 
our events are held and, most of all, you’ll learn how much fun it 
all is. You’ll also get an informative handout to jog your memory 
when all else fails. 
   Driver Education events are by no means “for men only”. Each 
year, a growing number of female and younger drivers attend 
these events. So, all you ladies, teens and twenty-somethings, 
this is a special invitation for you to join us on February 24th. In 
addition to presenting general information on our Driver Educa-
tion program, we’ll have special sections in the presentation that are specifically aimed at you! 
   Advanced registration for this popular event is strongly suggested. Check-in and a continental breakfast will begin at 9:30am 
followed by our presentation from 10am - 12noon. You’ll also have ample time to see the practical and fun stuff that HMS has to 
offer, including helmets, gloves, harnesses and other safety equipment. At the end of the program, HMS will host a pizza lunch. 
   Sure, February 24th is a Sunday morning in the deep mid-winter but before you know it, your fellow Porschephiles will be driving 
on exciting tracks next spring while you’re fertilizing the lawn, wishing you’d taken us up on this offer. So, please mark the date on 
your calendar and join us…! 
   And remember, attending this “Ground School” in no way obligates you to sign up for a DE event. However, we hope you agree 
that the only way to truly experience and appreciate what you and your Porsche are capable of doing is to drive it on a road track. 
Questions? -  email sartick@verizon.net.

Who should attend? 
Anyone interested in learning about our 2008 Driver Education program and improving their driving. While everyone is welcomed 
to register for Thrill Rides 2008, NER’s Driver Education event participants must be current PCA members, have a valid driver’s 
license and 18 years or older.
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Thrill Rides 2008 - NER’s Driver Education Ground School Returns
Sunday, February 24th - Starting @ 10:00 AM, Hosted By HMS

NER 2008 Driver Education Ground School at HMS Motorsport - February 24th 

Name (s)

Address:      City / State / Zip

Phone:      Email:

Cost: Early Registration (must be postmarked by January 31st) - $10/person; Late/Onsite registration - $20/person
Send check (payable to NER/PCA) to Steve Artick, 17 Coburn St, Burlington, MA 01803

“Prior to attending last years ground school, I didn’t know 
what to expect at the track.  Now after driving in 8 DE 
events I can hardly wait until next season!”
Sarah Anderson 2006 Attendee



QUALITY PORSCHE SERVICE & REPAIR
SERVICING 356 TO 997, STREET OR TRACK

10% DISCOUNT*- ON ALL PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE & WINTERIZING
SPECIAL RATES FOR THOSE SPECIAL PROJECTS YOU’VE BEEN DREAMING OF

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENTS
DRIVERS SCHOOL AND RACE PREPARATION

- LATEST FACTORY COMPUTERIZED DIAGNOSTICS
- DYNAPACK DYNO SERVICES
- CORNER BALANCE
- FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT
- CUSTOM FABRICATION

EVERYTHING TO KEEP YOU IN FRONT OF THE PACK

AND WINNING!

*offer expires Feb. 1 2008WWW.EUROTECHRACECARS .COM

EUROTECH ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE
14 GRANT STREET
FRAMINGHAM, MA 01702
PH. 508.879.9911
FAX. 508.879.9119
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28th Annual
Zone 1 Tech Tactics 
Back to Basics - This year’s 
event will be the 2nd extreme 
makeover edition. We are once 
again heading back to the 
garage for a more hands-on 
experience with cars on lifts & 

other auto repair & upgrade demonstrations.

March 1, 2008
Tech Session Location:
Farnbacher Loles 
45 Miry Brook Road 
Danbury, CT 06810 
Hotel Location:
Sheraton Danbury Hotel 
18 Old Ridgebury Road 
Danbury, CT 06810,  
(203) 794-0600

Speakers
Bruce Anderson, PCA Senior Technical Advisor 
Allan Caldwell, PCA Technical Editor 
George Beuselinck, PCA Tech Committee-944 
John Paterek, PCA Tech Committee-Interiors/Exteriors 

Peter Smith, PCA Tech Committee-997/Cayenne 
John Veninger, PCA Tech Committee - 928 
Chris Powell, PCA Tech Committee-911 (1984-1994) 

Weekend Schedule 
Hospitality: no host bar at Sheraton Danbury Hotel 
Registration Saturday: 7:30 am 
Tech Sessions Saturday: 8:00 am - 5:30 pm + Contest 

Saturday Evening: 6:30 pm, Cocktails at Sheraton Danbury Hotel 
7:30 pm, Dinner at Sheraton Danbury Hotel 

Dinner Speaker:          to be announced  

Hotel Reservations – Sheraton Danbury Hotel 
Make your own reservations directly with the hotel. Identify yourself as a Porsche Club member in order to take advantage of 
special rates available thru February 8, 2008 ($89/per night, plus tax; single or double occupancy) Call 203 794 0600. Hotel 
parking available. Hotel is located on the south side of the interstate I-84 at Exit 2/2A 

Registration Choices
ANY questions, please call the Registrar Ed Hurd. (607) 564-7517 Payment must be in US dollars. See below.

Saturday Tech Sessions, Coffee Breaks, & Lunch 
Postmarked 22 February 2008 or earlier.......$ 45 US per person
Postmarked 23 February or later ..................$ 55 US per person

Saturday Dinner 
Postmarked 22 February 2008 or earlier ....$ 45 US per person 
Postmarked 23 February or later ................$ 55 US per person 

Registration Application 
Entrants Name _____________________________________ 

Family/Aff Member _________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
Day Night 
Phone (      ) ______________ Phone (      ) _______________ 

Email _____________________________________________ 

Region ____________________________________________ 

QTY AMOUNT 
____ Tech Sessions & Lunch (see above)  ___________
____ Saturday Dinner (see above) ___________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED (US)  ___________

Make check out (and mail) to: Zone 1 PCA 
Ed Hurd 

                                                    151 Vankirk Road 
                                                    Newfield, NY 14867 
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The Ins & Outs Of Fabrication - Hosted By Conway Autoworks
Saturday, March 15th - 9:30 AM 

Please come join us on March 15th at Conway Autoworks for informative tech session on the ins and outs of fabrication.
   Kenny Conway is a 1996 graduate of Carnegie Mellon University with a degree in Industrial Design. He has been in business 

for a little over three years. His past experiences include stints at Autobahn Performance, Eurotech and Synergy Racing. Although 
he does all types of engine work his particular area of specialty is in the area of fabrication which includes: 

   - Tig welding 321 stainless headers,  intercoolers, oil tanks, roll bars to tube frames, uprights.. 
   - Seam welding and strut reinforcements on numerous rally cars, 
   - Rotisserie style restorations, 
   - Shell/chassis paint undercoating removal without removing the galvanized  coating underneath 
   - Torsion tube replacement on older 911’s 
   - Custom jack pins on rally/tarmac cars 

You’ll have the opportunity to see what really is involved in making those changes to turn your car into that street/track race car 
you always envisioned and be able to ask Kenny all those questions about what it takes to put that roll bar setup into your car.
   We will be meeting at 9:30am for coff ee, donuts and muffi  ns and will be starting the actual tech session at 10am. Look forward to 
seeing you there.
   If you have any questions please contact Bob Canter in the evening at 781-821-0726 or you can email me at rca2222@msn.com

Directions:
Route 3 South from Boston going towards the Cape, Take Exit 13.go to the end and turn left on Route 53. At the fi rst light make 
a right on Route 123. Travel to the end (5+ miles) where the road enters a rotary that meets with Route 3A. Take the 2nd left onto 
New Driftway. Less than a mile up there will be a Dunkin Donuts on the right.  Go though the exit down dirt road to the second 
building on the right. 

No, not those Patriots, we mean the Minute Men with the muskets.  The Dow’s 50 mile tour will explore the homes and battle-
fi elds of those original patriots through Concord and Acton, fi nishing up for a buff et luncheon at the Oriental Delight in May-

nard.  Porsches are encouraged to come out after the long winter, but winter cars are still welcome.  
   We’ll start the tour from the Friendly’s Restaurant, Route 20 in South Sudbury, MA. We’ll depart from the restaurant with the fi rst 
car leaving at 11:00 AM.
   There is no cost for registration, but let us know if you are coming at crd968@verizon.net.

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y

Patriots Spring Tour
Sunday, April 13th - Driver’s Meeting @10:30 AM 
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NER Autocross Performance Driving School
Sunday, April 6th - Sponsored by Conway Autoworks

Attention new members, driver education and autocross novices! You are cordially invited to participate in the region’s auto-
cross school scheduled for Sunday, April 6th. Once again sponsored by Conway Autoworks of Scituate, this year’s school will 

return to one of the best AX facilities in the country, Moore Airfi eld in Ayer, MA. Participation in the school is limited to novice driv-
ers. If you are contemplating participating in your fi rst driver education or autocross event, or you’d simply like to gain some skill 
to improve your on road prowess, you’ll never have a better, more inexpensive opportunity to learn about the art of driving. The 
school allows participants to develop and practice the basic set of driver skills that form the core of all high-performance driving 
under the watchful eye of the club’s very experienced instructors.  
   We’ll begin the day with a chalk talk designed to cover basic principles and concepts that underlie performance motorsport. Fol-
lowing this session, you’ll be participating in a series of driving exercises designed to familiarize you with the practical application 
of these principles. The drills are designed to improve your car control skills and focus on developing cornering and braking skills. 
In the morning session, we’ll cycle you through a skidpad exercise, a braking exercise and a slalom exercise, spending approxi-
mately 45 minutes on each phase. After a break for lunch, included in the price, we’ll set up an autocross course combining these 
elements and spend the rest of the day applying our newfound skills. Throughout the entire day, instructors will be at your side to 
provide valuable coaching and feedback, as well as to demonstrate advanced driving techniques.
   To participate you need to be a PCA member and your Porsche must pass a simple technical safety inspection. There are no 
special requirements beyond normal street safety equipment. Your Porsche should have no fl uid leaks, a properly sealing gas cap, 
a securely mounted battery, and a sound suspension. You will need a helmet with a Snell 2000 or newer rating (a limited number 
of loaner helmets will be available).
   Pre-registration is required to participate in this event. The cost will be $30/person. The event is open to members, affi  liates 
and family members over the age of 18. For further information on the program, please contact our autocross chair, Ron Mann, 
at rjmann@yahoo.com. To register for the event, fi ll out the form below. The number of students accepted is on a space-available 
basis. The past two seasons the school has fi lled up and we’ve regrettably been forced to close registration early. For information 
on space availability or registration issues contact the autocross registrar, Jon Cowen, at jcowenNER@gmail.com. 

Call For Instructors 

We are always in need of instructors for the school. If you’re an experienced autocross or DE instructor and are willing to help out 
contact either Ron. Don’t wait; please sign up early as your participation will enable more students to be enrolled.

Directions 
The event will be at Moore Airfi eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.  
From 128:  Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto 
Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.  
From 495:  Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left 
turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross 
entrance.

NER Autocross School Pre-Registration 

Entrant:      Co-Entrant:

Address:

City / State / Zip:

Phone (eve):   email:

Cost $30/person - Checks payable to NER/PCA
Mail to: Jon Cowen, 12 Copeland Rd, Framingham, MA 01701
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Drivers Education Novice Day April 30st  & Drivers Education Event April 30st & May 1st
Registration opens March 1st, 2008 through North Country Region’s website

It’s finally here! The weather, the opportunity… the season! 
It’s been a long snowy winter and you’ve spent too many nights on a cold damp garage floor getting everything just right. It is 
time to come out and play. Northeast Region (NER) in cooperation with North Country Region (NCR) is pleased to kick off the 

Driver Education season with an event for everybody. Together we will be holding a 2-day event with full DE activities and on April 
30th we will also be running a simultaneous Novice Day.

Novice day is intended for those who have never attended a Driver Education event and who would like to learn about it in a safe 
and low stress environment. Activities will include extended classroom sessions in performance driving techniques, skid pan and 
slalom training and then time on the race track itself accompanied by a qualified PCA instructor. Sign up quickly it will sell out. 
   On April 30th and May 1st we will also be running a full Driver Education schedule for all drivers from Novice to Instructor class. 
And don’t worry, we have negotiated extended hours with NHIS so the novice activities will not interfere with precious track time! 
   NHIS is our home away from home just north of the Massachusetts border in Loudon, New Hampshire. It is an easy hour from 
Boston and is the site of many televised races, including Nextel Cup. What is not usually shown on TV is their 1.6 mile road course 
with 12 turns and some exciting elevation changes making for a good learning environment for Novices and a challenging and 
technical drive for our advanced drivers.

Costs are as follows:
Novice Day (new drivers only)  $150 -- April 30th only
Students (Green/Yellow)   $300 -- Both Days
Signed off Students (Blue/White/Black) $300 -- Both Days
Instructors who register before April 9th  No Charge 
Instructors who register April 9th or later $150 -- Both Days

Garages will be available on first registered, first served basis for $15 / day. See NCR’s website for details – get in early there is only 
a limited number available. 
   
We look forward to seeing you all there and particularly look forward to meeting any newer drivers who are keen to find out about 
Driver Education.

Registration for both events will be handled by North Country Region
To register go to: http://www.ncr-pca.org

Or contact at NCR:
Registrar John Lussier 802-728-4457  de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
Track Chair Paul Frucci 603-491-2265  de@ncr-pca.org 

Or if you have any questions feel free to contact your NER representatives
Registrar Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net
Track Chair Laurie Jitts 617-536-7846  laurence_jitts@msn.com



Once again it’s time to think about taking the street Porsche off its trickle charger, adjusting the tire pressures and strip-
ping off the old wax and applying a new coat.  No no, not this minute but in time for our annual New England Spring 
Ramble sponsored each year by European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA. And if you’re one of those with 
only a dedicated track Porsche, consider using your dually, diesel tow vehicle or MDX, SRX, RAV, CRV, LS, Q or whatever, 

‘cause you don’t want to miss this event. 
   Even if you are a well experienced Rambler and have done this many times, please read all procedures very carefully as there are 
some important changes. 
   This year we’re headed to The Balsams, a privately owned resort www.thebalsams.com in Dixville Notch, NH, named to the 2007 
Conde Nast Gold list. Building on the successful trial of our first two night Ramble last year, plan to join your friends at The Balsams 
on Friday night (I’ve arranged a terrific room rate) and relax with a great dinner (on your own) and some billiards and socializing in 
the lounge. Check in without the hassles of long lines and carting your luggage around all day Saturday. 
   The earlier you get to Dixville Notch the more time you’ll have to enjoy the resort’s hospitality, explore The Balsam’s 15,000 acres 
with many hiking trails and photographic opportunities, and visit nearby Colebrook, a quintessential New England town. As al-
ways, please contact the hotel directly, well in advance of your arrival, to arrange for golf, salon and spa treatments and other ame-
nities not included in our NER package. Dinner will be available either in the casual Tavern or jacket-required main Dining Room. 
   If you are unable to get to The Balsams on Friday there are many motels, inns and B & Bs in the Concord, NH, and Littleton, NH 
areas, about 2 ½ hrs and 1 ¼ hrs respectively south of The Balsams. And if you must drive up Saturday morning, it is only 3 ½ hrs 
from the Rtes. 495 / 2 junction to The Balsams. 
   We’ll convene on Saturday morning at 7:30 AM for registration, a Continental Breakfast, and drivers’ meeting and be on the road 
by 9:00 AM heading to The Grand Summit Resort Hotel at Sunday River for a great lunch. We’ll be back at The Balsams mid-after-
noon in time to enjoy more of the resort and bend elbows with friends. 
   Our Saturday night Balsams’ rate includes your room, hors d’eouvres during our cocktail hour (cash bar after you’ve consumed 
your two freebies), Saturday night dinner (jackets for men are suggested) and Sunday morning breakfast buffet, resort charges 
and are inclusive of all service charges, gratuities and taxes. The Friday night Balsams’ rate is your room only, and is inclusive of all 
service charges, gratuities and taxes. 
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The Balsams  Single Double    Single  Double
Friday   $119.00 $119.00  Saturday $239.00 $336.00 
 
You’ll note these rates are substantially lower than 2007 at The Equinox, and are for run of house ‘Select’ and ‘Superior’ rooms. You 
may upgrade your room (there are very few of the Deluxe rooms and Suites so do not be surprised if they are not available), if 
available, by adding the following amounts to the above amounts for each night:

 Deluxe  Room  Specialty Suite
 $79.00   $139.00
 
Finally the details:
A)   Send in the registration fee (which includes continental breakfast at The Balsams on Saturday morning and lunch Saturday 
at Sunday River’s Grand Summit Resort Hotel) of $55 per person ($75 after March 1) with your completed entry form below. 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CAN NOT READ YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS…YOU GET THE PICTURE! Please differentiate between 
“1” and “l”, “8” and “B”, “0” and “O’”, etc.
B)   Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31; less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Balsam reservations are cancelable through April 12, 2008.
C)   Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an email from me with FURTHER DETAILS including a phone 
number to use in making your reservation with The Balsams. DO NOT CALL THE BALSAMS AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESERVA-
TION BEFORE YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT EMAIL – IT WILL NOT WORK - BUT WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.  
Do not worry about your place in the pecking order as I will notify The Balsams of your name (allowing them to then accept your 
reservation – they will not accept your reservation until I give them your name), and notify you of your acceptance, in the order in 
which I receive the registrations.  
D)   If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration – CONTACT ME as something has gone 
awry. EXCEPT – DO NOT EXPECT TO HEAR FROM ME BETWEEN MID-JANUARY AND MID-FEBRUARY. Do not worry about your 
place in the pecking order as I will notify you in the order of post marks.
E)   In prior years the hotels and I have been dealing with a monumental hassle factor created by forgetful and/or procrastinat-
ing Rambleites. As a result – you must make your reservations with The Balsams within two weeks of receiving my acceptance 
email. If you do not, I will remove your name from The Balsams’ reservation acceptance list, notify you of this situation, and it 
will cost you $50/room to reinstate your Ramble registration.
F)   Our block of rooms at The Balsams will be held until April 6, 2008. Thereafter rooms at our rates will be on a space available 
basis. Rooms canceled after April 12, 2008 are non-refundable.

Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 PM or bmh993@Earthlink.net

2008 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):   Phone (eve):

Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:   License Plate #:

Meal Choices: Roast Chicken #___ Baked Haddock w/crab Florentine #_____
Angus Prime Rib #______ Mushroom Penne w/tomato red wine cream sauce #____

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘86 The Quechee Inn
‘87 The Quechee Inn
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stoweflake Resort
‘07 The Equinox

If you were on the ‘07 Ramble and your 
registration information was correct in 
the registration packet, it is only neces-
sary to indicate your attendance in ‘07

Sponsored By
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Advanced Drivers Education and Instructor Coaching Clinic May 21st

Registration opens March 1st, 2008 through Northeast Region’s website

New for 2008, Northeast Region (NER), in cooperation with our friends from North Country Region (NCR), is very excited to 
offer our inaugural “Instructor Coaching Clinic” to be held on May 21st. Under the guidance of the experts from Bertil Roos 
Racing School we will be running a full day of training in instruction, instruction aids and in-car techniques. The event will 

include classroom sessions, trackside workshops, in-car coaching and a track walk-- all aimed at making you a better instructor. A 
more traditional DE program will also be offered for advanced solo drivers. 
   The goal of the Instructor Coaching Clinic will be to provide an enjoyable and engaging format for instructors of any experience 
to obtain new knowledge, techniques, tools and tricks that will vastly improve their ability to teach the art of performance driving.  
And, a likely secondary benefit will be a sharp upturn in their own driver learning curve. 
   The courses will be taught by senior instructors from the Bertil Roos Race School, with Bertil Roos President, Dennis Macchio as 
the lead instructor.  

Topics Covered will include
Creating the proper learning environment−	
Developing realistic goals−	
Adjusting attitudes for safety and maximum learning −	
efficiency
Classroom presentations−	
Teaching theory ~ practical application−	
Teaching driving technique−	
Advanced line theory−	
Instructing advanced students−	

The efficient use of instructor aides – −	
Video, Data, Stop watches, Radios, Track o 
walks, Unusual “tools”

In car techniques−	
Controlling the student, Communicating at o 
speed, Pre and post analysis

Individualized communication−	
Rain driving−	
Self teaching ~ the post school learning process−	

All current PCA instructors are invited and encouraged to attend the clinic however, if all you want is a student free day of driving 
on our home track at Loudon, New Hampshire you are also welcome to join our advanced drivers from the Black and White run 
groups in a more traditional DE program. We will be running extended hours and very few run groups so there should be plenty of 
track time for all. Novice (Green and Yellow) drivers will not be able to drive on this day.

Costs:
Students (Green and Yellow)     Not applicable
Signed off Students (Blue, White and Black)   $160
Instructors wishing to attend Advanced Driver Ed event $160
Instructors wishing to attend Instructor Coaching Clinic $160

Garages will be available on first registered, first served basis for $30. See NER’s website for details – get in early there is only a 
limited number available

Registration will be handled by NorthEast Region
To register go to http://www.porschenet.com

Any problems or questions feel free to call your NER representatives
Registrar Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net
Track Chair Laurie Jitts 617-536-7846  laurence_jitts@msn.com
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Driver Education Schedule
Event Date Days Track Host Registration       Pricing*  *Subject to change
    Open date  Inst Solo Student
Apr 30th/May 1st* W/Th New Hampshire  NCR Mar 1st  N/C $300 $300 *Novice Day on April 30th

May 21st Wed New Hampshire  NER  Mar 1st  $160  $160 N/A* *Instructor & Advanced only
June 4th Wed Lime Rock NCR Mar 1st  $100 $195 $195
July 7–9th M/Tu/W Mt. Tremblant NER Mar 1st  $225 $480 $525
July 11–13th  F/Sa/Su Calabogie UCR Feb 1st*   C$240 C$480 C$480 *Yel & Grn reg. opens May 16th

July 23–24th  W/Th Watkins Glen NER Mar 1st  $150 $300 $330
Aug. 2–4th  Sa/Su/M New Jersey MP NER Mar 1st  $225 $480 $525
Aug 15th Fri New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st  $160 $160 N/A* *Instructor & Advanced only
Aug. 16–17th Sa/Su New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st  N/C $300 $300
Sep. 4th Thu New Hampshire NER Mar 1st  N/C $150 $165
Sep. 20–22nd  Sa/Su/M Mosport UCR Feb 1st*  C$240 C$480 C$480 *Yel & Grn reg. opens Jul. 26th

Oct. 13–14th  M/T New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st   N/C $300 $300

NOTE: Instructors are no-charge (N/C) for NHIS provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor 
registration less than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day attended.

New for 2008
More Days, More Tracks, More Fun 
This year we have organized a coordinated calendar between 
New England (NER), North Country (NCR) and Upper Canada 
(UCR) regions of the PCA. These coordinated events provide 
the dedicated DE enthusiast the chance for 24 days of driving 
on seven different circuits; including a return to Lime Rock Park 
and the first-ever PCA event at the brand new New Jersey Mo-
torsport Park. In answer to many requests, we are also pleased 
to offer more weekend events and many more days scheduled 
on our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire International 
Speedway (NHIS). 

For those new to DE.  
2008 also marks the return of the Novice Day. The event will be 
held at NHIS (a short, one-hour drive north of Boston) on April 
30th and will be hosted by NCR with assistance from NER. The 
day will include special programs for those who have never at-
tended a Driver Education event including car control clinics on 
a skidpad and slalom course, as well as extended classrooms in 
performance driving techniques. Note: This day is also open to 
everybody else at any skill level. See elsewhere in this issue or 
check our web site for details.

Instructor Coaching Clinic. 
We are also very excited to offer our inaugural Instruct the In-
structors day to be held May 21st. In coordination with experts 
from Bertil Roos Racing School we will be running a full day of 
training in instruction, instruction aids and in-car techniques. 
The event will include classroom sessions, trackside workshops, 
in-car coaching and a track walk — all aimed at making you a 
better instructor. A more traditional DE program will be offered 
for advanced solo drivers. Green and Yellow run-group drivers 
will not be able to attend on this day. See elsewhere in this is-
sue or check our web site for details.

No more paper… save the planet!  
NER will no longer be accepting paper registration. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so online. You 
will, however, still be able to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you 
prefer. See our web site for details.

Registration Process
How to register: 
The coordination of the three regions’ schedules means regis-
tration may be a little more complicated than you are used to. 
Unfortunately, we are not yet sophisticated enough to have 
shared data across all three regions (although we are working 
on it for 2009) and so you will need to register yourself both as 
a driver and for specific events through the host region’s web 
site 
   On the event calendar you will notice the host region identi-
fied. Although all three regions will be working together to 
coordinate the actual event days, it is the host region that is 
responsible for setting rules, policies and pricing, and coor-
dinating registration. The host region’s individual web site 
will be the only point of registration for the events they are 
hosting. This means, for example, for the April 30th event at 
New Hampshire you must go to NCR’s  (the host’s) web site to 
register. For the May 21st event you must go to NER’s website, 
etc. 
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for any unique event. In all cases this should be a one-
time affair. After you have provided your details to each region, 
you will be able to log in and will be automatically remem-
bered. 

continued on page 26
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At the end of this copy you will find contact details and web ad-
dresses for each of the three regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us. As a general rule, it 
should be as simple as going to the host region’s web site, find-
ing the menu item for Driver Education and then following the 
link to registration. 

When to register: 
In almost all cases registration for all participants to all events 
opens on March 1st, 2008. The exceptions are the UCR-hosted 
events at Calabogie and Mosport. In the case of these two 
events, instructors and ’signed off‘ solo drivers can register after 
February 1st. Novice and Yellow group students cannot register 
for Calabogie until May 16th, or for Mosport until July 26th. 
   As a general word of warning, be aware that all three regions 
award entry on a first-come, first-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the registra-
tion opening day we strongly suggest you register as early as 
possible to avoid disappointment.

Other important information about registration: 
All three host regions have differing policies on registration 
closing dates, payment, cancellation, refunds and notification. 
Please familiarize yourself by reading the host region’s policies 
as found on their individual web sites. Do not assume that rules 
you are used to with your home region will be the same with 
other regions.

What else you need to know
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event? 
All three host regions have the same basic requirements:

You must be 18 years or older−	
You must be a currently licensed driver−	
You must not be under the influence of drowsiness-−	
inducing or mind-altering substances (prescribed or 
not) prior to or during the event.
You must be a member of the Porsche Club of America. −	
Note: Some other club memberships may be accept-
able but it will be up to the host region to decide. If in 
doubt, contact the host region registrar or visit their 
web site for current policies.

What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event? 
All three host regions accept any Porsche vehicle (exclud-
ing tractors, because they don’t have seat belts). At the host 
region’s discretion vehicles of other make may be accepted. If in 
doubt contact the host region’s registrar or visit their web site 
for current policies.  
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specific rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced by 

any other makers that may be accepted. The only consistent 
exceptions are:

All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Box-−	
sters) must be equipped with a roll bar.
Some older Porsche cars (pre-1969) may be required −	
to modify the mountings of, or install, seat belts. Host 
web sites will give details of requirements where 
necessary. All vehicles are required to have (at least) 
3-point seat belts.

For vehicles modified from original specification, please check 
your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, check 
for specific details regarding the installation of racing har-
nesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on both 
passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many tracks 
restrict permissible noise — a modified exhaust may not be 
acceptable.

What else is needed?
All regions will require that your vehicle undertake a Technical 
Inspection given by a recognized PCA Inspector. These inspec-
tions must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event and are 
intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-worthiness 
of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along with down-
loadable “Tech” forms and a list of recognized inspectors can be 
found at each of the host regions’ web sites. Each host region 
will have slightly different forms and requirements, but each 
will accept the host region’s “Tech” form signed and stamped 
by another region’s registered tech inspector. Please be aware, 
however, that technical inspection does not remove the re-
sponsibility from the driver/owner of any vehicle for the vehicle 
to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region and/or 
track requirements. 
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. All three of the host regions require 
that these helmets meet at least the SA2000, SA2005, M2005 
or M2000. In all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for 
their fire safety qualities. 
   All regions will require a 2-½ lb (minimum) class BC or ABC 
fire extinguisher be mounted in a metal bracket and bolted to 
a metal surface. Some regions (including NER) allow a one-time 
exemption from this requirement for the first event a driver 
attends.

In summary:
Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to −	
enter
Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver −	
Education
Register yourself and your vehicle with the region−	
Go to their registration site and register for events −	
Pay online −	 or forward a check to the host region
Have a fire extinguisher installed in your car−	
Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds −	

Driver Education- continued from page 25
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SA2000 or M2000
Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks −	
before the event
Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home re-−	
gion’s web site

Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as −	
you will need it at the event
Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring −	
that appear on all regions web sites
Come to the track and have fun−	

Contact Information:
Northeast Region (NER)   http://www.porschenet.com                            email address
Registrar    Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net
Track Chair    Laurie Jitts 617 536 7846  laurence_jitts@msn.com

North Country Region (NCR)  http://www.ncr-pca.org
Registrar    John Lussier 802-728-4457  de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
Track Chair / Registrar   Paul Frucci 603-491-2265  de@ncr-pca.org  

Upper Canada Region (UCR)  http://www.pcaucr.org
Registrar    Rose & Markus Blazak   Registrar@pcaucr.org
Track Chair    Martin Tekela    Martin.Tekela@pcaucr.org
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Restoration Excellence - NER Tours Paul Russell & Co
Copy  By Chris Ryan

January was kind to NER members once again with a fairly 
mild day for everyone to make the trip to Essex, MA to see 
and hear about one of the finest automobile restoration 

shops in the world. 96+ members gathered to enjoy the tour, 
which was hosted once again by Alex Finnegan, Sales Manager 
for Paul Russell and long-time PCA member, along with Jack 
Styles, who oversees much of the behind-the-scenes activity 
associated with the projects undertaken at Paul Russell & Co., 
otherwise known as Gullwing Service Company in deference 
to the classic Mercedes 300SLs that were the original focus of 
their efforts. 
   A tour of this facility allows one to understand the magnitude 
of what it takes to recreate the work of the automotive crafts-
men who originally built many of these cars by hand. As you 
enter the office area, you can’t help but be blown away by a 
couple of cars from the renowned Ralph Lauren collection — a 
1930 Mercedes Benz Count Trossi SSK and a 1934 Bugatti Type 
59 GP — casually displayed in the corner of the lobby.  
   After a brief introduction with coffee and donuts in the me-
chanical shop area, we were lead to the metal fabrication shop 

where we gath-
ered around what 
looked like a large 
wooden model 
but turned out 
to be the frame 
for a 1933 Alfa 
Romeo 8C 2300 
Castagna Drop-
head. The car was 
constructed with 
a wooden frame 
covered by sheet-
metal panels. As 
Alex explained, 
the wooden 
frame was being 
restored as the 
first part of this 
particular restora-

Alex Finnegan welcomes 96+ Northeast Region members and friends

Alex Finnegan 
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continued on page 30

tion project. The Alfa’s metal panels, which will later be fitted 
to the frame, will undergo restoration or re-fabrication in this 
shop as the project progresses. The other car in the room was 
a 1967 Ferrari 365 California Spyder. Stripped to bare metal, 
various sections of the body were being repaired as required. 

As Alex explained, it was not unusual to see such a noticeable 
range of weld quality in these hand-built cars. Even though the 
Paul Russell masters could easily re-do some of these welds to a 
much higher standard, current day concours judges give higher 

‘33 Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 Castagna Drophead wooden frame ‘67 Ferrari 356 California Spyder stripped to bare metal
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Paul Russell- continued from page 29

scores for cars exhibiting as much of its original construction as 
possible, even if it appears ‘less than perfect.” 
   The next part of the tour was the body shop, where we gath-
ered around a 1961 250 Short Wheelbase Berlinetta (SWB) get-
ting ready for painting. As we admired this vehicle, as well as 
two Mercedes 300 SLs sitting at the end of the room, we had an 
opportunity to hear some of Alex’s impressions of the current 
state of the restoration business. He explained how difficult it is 

to find younger people who have the talent and have mastered 
the craftsmanship skills necessary to perform the quality of 
work done at an establishment like this. Part of this is due to 
the fact that education in the basic trades necessary to develop 
these skills has diminished, at least in this country, and that 
craftsmen from Europe who have developed and maintained 
these skills are sometimes difficult to “import” for a number of 
bureaucratic or other reasons. In spite of this, however, Paul 

‘61 Ferrari 250 Berlinetta 

Mercedes 300 SL being prepped for painting ‘33 Alfa Romeo 2.3 liter twin OHC supercahrged 8-cylinder engine
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continued on page 32

Russell & Co. has been in business for over thirty years and 
certainly appears to still be going strong. Another interesting 
point made was the fact that new global markets have helped 

increase the values for 
many of the high-end cars 
they deal with here, driven 
by new wealth in Russia, 
the Middle East and India, 
among other places. 
   Next we went back 
through the main shop 
where we stopped to 
admire an the chassis of 
another 1933 Alfa Romeo 
being prepped to have its 
2.3 liter twin OHC super-
charged 8-cylinder engine 
installed. We next were lead 
into the front showroom, 
which was inhabited by 

an impressive and unique 1956 MB 300C Convertible that had 
been purchased new by Eleanor Sears of Beverly Farms and 
lived almost its entire life here in Massachusetts, until it was Jack Styles

‘57 356 A Speedster

Who wouldn’t want to own this classic
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Paul Russell- continued from page 31

sold by Alex in 2006 to a new owner in California. Its life out 
west was short-lived, and it returned to MA in December of 
2006 where it awaits its new home. Other notables seen in this 
area included a 1960 Ferrari 259 PF Coupe, a 1963 Corvette Split 
Window ‘Fuelie,’ a 1959 Jag XK-150 Drop Head Coupe, a 1938 
Bugatti T57 Gangloff Drophead, and a ‘60 MB 220SE Cabriolet. 
As we made our way toward the upholstery shop, NER mem-
bers finally got to see a Porsche — this one a beautiful 1957 
Ivory/Red 356A with coupe seats, Rudge knockoff wheels, and 
matching numbers. Although no 911s were to be seen on this 
visit (except in the parking lot on this relatively nice January 

day), a 1965 Silver/
Tan 356C Sunroof 
Coupe and an 
Ivory/Blue 1960 
356B S-90 Road-
ster could also be 
spotted out in the 
mechanical area.  
   The next stop 
on our tour was 

The upholstery work area

Two gems ready for racing a Ferrari and an Alfa

Classic Mercedes

Bugatti
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the upholstery shop, where the interiors of these magnificent 
cars are re-created from scratch. Seats, dashboard covers, door 
panels, and headliners are hand-made from the finest materials 
and carefully reassembled with all the associated hardware as 
originally installed. Truly impressive talent and craftsmanship at 
work were on display here. 

   We wrapped up the tour by gathering in the mechanical area 
again. Ever the gracious host and clearly a guy who loves what 
he does, Alex patiently answered a few final questions from the 
members before we headed off. We thank Alex, Jack and the 
rest of the Paul Russell staff for another fascinating tour of a 
truly special operation.

Immaculately prepared Mercedes 300 SL

‘65 356 Sunroof Coupe
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Your destination is unique. Your financial road map should be too.  
At Morgan Stanley, we provide a personal and comprehensive  
approach to helping you manage your wealth so you can spend  
your time enjoying your passion.

Talk to us today and we’ll help you get started.

Investments and services are offered through Morgan Stanley & Co. 
Incorporated, member SIPC. © 2007 Morgan Stanley
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The Ledoux Greer Group

Bruce Ledoux 
Senior Vice President 
Wealth Advisor

The Ledoux Greer Group 
45 William Street, Suite 130 
Wellesley, MA 02481 
Toll Free: 866-752-4220 
bruce.ledoux@morganstanley.com

What’s new for 2008?

This year we have organized a coordinated calendar between 
Northeast Region (NER), North Country (NCR) and Upper 
Canada (UCR) regions of the PCA. These coordinated events 
provide the dedicated DE enthusiast the chance for 24 days of 
driving on seven different circuits; including a return to Lime 
Rock Park and the first-ever PCA event at the brand new New 
Jersey Motorsport Park. In answer to many requests, we are 
also pleased to offer more weekend events and many more 
days scheduled on our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire 
International Speedway (NHIS). We will also be visiting some of 
the most famous racetracks in both the US and Canada includ-
ing Watkins Glen, Mosport and Mont Tremblant. This year we 
will also be returning to the fantastic new (for 2007) circuit at 
Calabogie, Ontario. 
   New for 2008, we are also very excited to offer our inaugural 
Instructor Coaching Clinic to be held May 21st at NHIS. In coor-
dination with experts from Bertil Roos Racing School we will be 
running a full day of training in instruction, instruction aids and 
in-car techniques. The event will include classroom sessions, 

trackside workshops, in-car coaching and a track walk-- all 
aimed at making you a better instructor. 
   2008 also marks the return of the Novice Day. The event will 
be held at NHIS (a short, one-hour drive north of Boston) on 
April 30th, and will be hosted by NCR with assistance from NER. 
The day will include special sessions for those who have never 
attended a DE including basic performance driving technique 
lessons, skidpad, braking and slalom exercises as well as lots of 
laughter. It’s always a lot of fun in a relaxed environment. 
   For the complete novice, it is also worth noting there will be 
a great, fun event later this month where you can comfortably 
introduce yourself to the sport with lots of other newcomers. 
This will be held February 24th at HMS Motorsport in Dedham. It 
is designed as an introduction to Driver Education, and typically 
includes talks by both highly experienced drivers and newer 
members. Best of all, there’s free pizza.  
   Look elsewhere in this issue (or at porschenet.com) for details 
of all upcoming events in 2008. 
   DE is a different experience for all people. It has broad appeal 
attracting all audiences and competencies. The only critical 
components are a desire and a car!  See you at the track. 
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job, no damage whatsoever to the rims. 
   I’ve been driving the Cayman daily, about a 45 mile 
round trip to work every week day, and the car is work-
ing great with these tires. The evening of the big storm 
I had to work late so didn’t get on the road until about 
7PM. I had no trouble driving home, and even got to 
watch and drive around three cars (one a 4x4 Jeep) that 
either spun out or slid off the road. The traction control 
works well if you get too aggressive, but I’ve found the 
car is at it’s best if you modulate the throttle to stay just 
shy of the traction control. This experience is helping me 
get more sensitive to the Cayman’s sound and feel. That 
should help me get up the hill out of turn 3 at NHIS with-
out getting into the traction control as much as I was 
last October. 
‘Til later, 
Stan”

So the takeaway from Stan’s write-up is that not only is the Cay-
man a capable car in the winter, but winter driving is also good 
preparation for track driving! Outstanding. I say the Cayman S is 
a definite possibility. 
   On the practical side I figured I ought to look at some all-
wheel drive vehicles. Since I have had such good luck with the 
A4 I decided that I needed to look at another Audi. This time, 
however, I wanted to check out an S series. The dealer I visited 
had a used S4 Avant that they could let me drive and so I did. 
This car has an 8-cylinder engine that produces 340 horsepow-
er. It was fast and had a great sound to it and I could definitely 
see myself owning one. Of course while at this particular Audi 
dealer there was a Porsche dealer located conveniently next 
door. The two dealers actually share one building in Westwood 
and are now operating under the name: Prime instead of Clair. 
   Anyway, the Porsche dealer had an almost brand-new 2006 
C4S with only 6k miles on it. The car is black on black, which 
normally is not a selling point for me, but it was beautiful. The 
only problem I could see (okay, let’s be honest, I see several) 
was I could not in good conscience use it as a train car. That 
would mean that I’d have to keep the A4 and possibly get rid of 
my prized green monster. Maybe my wife would not notice if I 
kept all three.  
   The last car on my list for now is another BMW. This one is 
the 335Xi. I have heard that the all-wheel drive system on the 
BMW is inferior to the Audi Quattro but I want to test drive one 
myself to see how it performs before I write it off the list. I’d also 
want to compare the coupe with the sedan. 
   Let’s move along to the trip to Paul Russell’s amazing restora-
tion workshop. I have never been to Paul’s workshop before, let 
alone been to the town of Essex. I had to go to Google Maps to 
find out where this shrine was. I then printed out the directions 
and studied them a bit before hitting the road. Fortunately for 
me, I was not going to be traveling the hour and a half up to Es-
sex alone. Cuan Coulter was going to be my co-pilot and since I 

don’t have GPS in the A4 this was a good thing. 
   The drive up 128 was uneventful although we did have a 
close encounter with a state trooper. Lucky for us he pulled 
over the car next to us that had been spewing smoke all over 
the place. We then traveled up Route 1A for a bit and hit a 
Starbucks for caffeine. I had been cognizant of two facts as we 
pulled into the parking lot: first, my gas gauge was closing in 
on an eighth of a tank left, and second, there were far too many 
Subaru Outback Wagons zipping in and out of the parking lot. 
I think I actually was able to count 8 or more Outbacks in the 
short time I tried. 
   Unfortunately I was so engrossed by the outbreak of Out-
backs that I completely forgot about my gas situation. Cuan 
and I finally arrived at Paul’s workshop and I stopped at the 
street entrance to snap a few photos of Paul’s sign. When I got 
back in the car and went to drive the car began to buck like 
it was starving for gas. “Oh darn,” I said to Cuan, “I completely 
forgot to get gas.” Picture the embarrassment of being at a car 
event and running out of gas; serves me right for making witty 
comments about Subaru Outbacks. 
   To make a long story short, Steve Ross was able to procure 
a gas can from the workshop and ferried me to a nearby gas 
station so I could put a few gallons into my car. I remember 
commenting to Steve that I was surprised that the Audi ran out 
of gas when the gauge clearly was not on empty. Steve com-
mented that Audi gas gauges are notorious for being wrong. 
Important safety tip, never trust your Audi gas gauge! 
   A quick note on the tour of Paul Russell’s workshop, in which 
I did get to partake: the tour was fabulous. It’s a kind of experi-
ence that makes you want to get into the car restoration busi-
ness. Mind you I’m not talking about getting into the business 
to make money; I’m talking about working on one-of-a-kind 
automobiles that may never be worked on again. Paul and his 
entire crew do a wonderful job and their current docket and 
back load of jobs speaks for itself. If you have a one-of-a-kind 
car and it is worth more than, say, a million dollars, and you 
want to restore it to mint condition, then Paul is your guy. 
   On the topic of renewals, I am still receiving letters in the mail 
although the volume has slackened. For those who subscribed 
to the NOR’EASTER last year and paid through 2007 this will be 
the last copy you receive. That’s all I’ll say on that since it seems 
pretty clear to me. 
   Finally, we had our January board meeting at the Webers’ 
house. Since the weather was nice and warm, a toasty 45 
degrees, and we had received a lot of rain a day or two before, 
I decided to take the 911 down off its rack and fire it up. The 
engine fired up right away without any hesitation and the car 
drove well. I was once again in my happy place behind the 
wheel and was dreaming about track events to come. I know, 
like many of you, winter can’t end soon enough. 
   ‘Til next month I bid you farewell. Hope to see some of you at 
FireFly’s, or the Driving School, or at the Newcomers Meeting. 
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a niche car company, but that doesn’t necessarily extrapolate 
into running one of the world’s largest car companies.” On the 
other side, Wolfgang Porsche said, “You can’t choose your fam-
ily, but you can choose your company.” 
   At our board meeting several days ago, the minutes of which 
you’ll find elsewhere in every issue of the Nor’easter, we were 
topping one another with stories of phone calls we get in some 
way relating to Porsche, often very, very obtusely. Well, I just 
took a call from a young man from LeTourneau University in 
Longview, TX, who kept calling me “sir.” They are running a car 
show and wanted to know if any of our members might be 
interested in participating. I knew immediately that he had 
found me through our www.porschenet.com site when search-
ing for ”Porsche” and had not adequately done his homework, 
which I told him. During our chat and my walking him through 
the www.pca.org site where he could more easily find more 
appropriate Texas contacts, I mentioned that he probably had 
not had a good day on Sunday. Longview is not too far east of 
Dallas (as Texas distances go) and the Cowboys were upset by 
the Giants. He replied, “I’m originally from Wisconsin (the Pack-
ers beat Seattle) so I had a great day.”
GO PATS!!

YOU KNOW YOU’RE A TRACK JUNKIE WHEN…
You’ll drive 600 miles on a weekend for a race, but 30 miles 
across town to the in-laws for dinner is too far.
You think a used slick and a slab of glass constitutes a coffee 
table.
You drill out your street car’s pedals so you can go “faster.”
Your doctor checks your reflexes by hitting your knee and 
your foot goes to the floor.
You fix the racecar before you fix your daily driver.
You have no problem adding 45 mph (or more) to the real 
answer of “How fast do you go?”
You try to explain to non-racers that they don’t have to be go-
ing over 100mph to lose control of their car.
You are happiest when your street car’s tires are worn to rac-
ing depth (wear bars showing).
All your street car’s tires are uni-directional and Z-rated.
You will spend months evaluating replacement tire perfor-
mance, but not once think of tire wear as a factor.
You’ve ever spent $100 for a battery that was 3 lb lighter, 
when you were 20 lb overweight.
You think the primary purpose of wings is to prevent flight.
You do more catalog shopping than your wife.
You wear underwear in July.
Your best suit has a zipper.
You used to have money.
You try to justify your hobby as continuing education.

You select pets based on their ability to survive a weekend 
alone.
You feel compelled, on a road trip, to beat your previous best 
time.
Your e-mail address refers to your racecar rather than to you.
And the best... 
You refer to the corner at the end of your street as “Turn One.”

THIS’LL OPEN YOUR EYES – What is a BILLION????

The next time you hear a politician use the word “billion” in a 
casual manner, think about whether you want the ‘politicians’ 
spending your tax money. A billion is a difficult number to com-
prehend, but one advertising agency did a good job of putting 
that figure into some perspective in one of its releases.

A. A billion seconds ago it was 1959.

B. A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive.

C. A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in the Stone 
Age.

D. A billion days ago no one walked on the earth on two feet.

E. A billion dollars ago was only 8 hours and 20 minutes, at 
the rate our government is spending it.

While this thought is still fresh in our brain, let’s take a look at 
New Orleans It’s amazing what you can learn with some simple 
division. Louisiana Senator Mary Landrieu (D) is presently ask-
ing Congress for $250 billion to rebuild New Orleans. Interesting 
number, what does it mean?

A. Well, if you are one of 484,674 residents of New Orleans 
(every man, woman, child), you each get $516,528.

B. Or, if you have one of the 188,251 homes in New Orleans, 
your home gets $1,329,787.

C. Or, if you are a family of four, your family gets $2,066,012.

Washington, D.C., HELLO!!! ... Are all your calculators broken??

Upshifting - continued from page 5
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Around The Cones- continued from page 7

Four Speeds - continued from page 6

rust and a shot from a rattle can makes it look new. Hanging off 
the lift with a coat hanger, the freshly painted parts make the 
place look like a real restoration shop. 
   The seat tracks also need to come off to go to the metal plater. 
These are metal strips screwed into the bottom of the wood 
frame for the seats to slide on. Three of the five fasteners are 
wood screws but the two end ones are actually through bolts 
with nuts on the other side. That’s tricky because with the 
seat cover in place there is no access to the nuts. In addition 
to that, the nuts are countersunk into the wood. The boys in 
Stuttgart came up with an interesting solution to keep the nut 
from turning fifty years ago. They placed the nut down into the 
countersunk hole and then drove two small carpet tacks into 
the wood close enough to the nut to hold it in place and keep 
it from turning. A solution that worked fine until the day came 
to take it all apart. There was no real rust inside the seat but just 
enough corrosion on the bolt to bind it on the nut, which then 
put too much pressure on the tacks. The nuts pushed the tacks 
back into the dried wood and the nuts began to spin. Time to 
get out the hacksaw and put a stop to all this spinning. 
   In the years since 1957 a lot of improvements have been 
made in the fastener industry and those little carpet tacks won’t 
be needed again. A walk down the nut and bolt aisle at the lo-
cal hardware store produced a nut used in woodworking called 
a “tee nut.” It’s a nut held on a little washer with three prongs on 
it. As the bolt is tightens it pulls the nut into the countersunk 
hole and the prongs dig into the wood around it. Keeps the 
nut from turning and holds it in place at the same time. Terrific 
solution for an age-old problem. Of course it’s a problem that 
doesn’t exist anymore because nobody makes wooden car 
seats. 
   There is one concern that I have in my efforts to bring this car 
back to its original state. If a concours judge ever peels that seat 
cover off the base and sees those 2008 tee nuts instead of the 
correct carpet tacks, I’m sunk. Let’s let it be just our secret, OK? 
KTF

house where I worked when they redid theirs, a rather garish 
red and black color. Then the rear package shelf was paneled 
with imitation wood from some other home project. A por-
table battery powered radio provided the tunes and in a nod 
to safety I installed a set of seat belts (whether they would do 
any good bolted to a rusted floor was anyone’s guess, but I felt 
secure). 
   Since the exterior was rather “rough” a monthly spraying of 
paint with accompanying touching up of the chrome bumpers 
with silver paint spiffed up the exterior. In spite of its condition 
it was a pretty quick car, and with the stick shift a match for 
many other cars. There were a couple of problems though, a 
viscous vibration in the steering at 50-65 mph which prevented 
cruising at that speed, and a leak of oil thru the distributer 

necessitating frequent point changes (sorry if some of our 
younger readers are not acquainted with this ancient device). 
Eventually the car was sold to the local mechanic at the gas 
station (try to find one at your local station these days) and the 
purchase of a brand-new Mustang for less than $3000, now 
that’s really showing my age huh? 
   See you next month same place same time.
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Minutes - continued from page 8

profitable 2007. She also announced that she will be meeting 
with the Auditors in early spring to identify a new reporting 
format for the P&L and Balance sheet. The Treasurer’s report 
was accepted as submitted. 
   John provided the Membership Report by announcing that 
the chapter has 1420 primary members and 1037 Affiliate 
members. He also reported that 436 checks were received for 
subscriptions, with others still streaming in. It was noted, that 
while multi-year PCA memberships exist, U.S. Postal regula-
tions restrict multi-year subscriptions.  So 
members should be sure to send in their 
checks if they want to receive a hard copy 
of the Nor’easter publication through the 
mail. Otherwise a copy can be printed 
directly from the web site. John reported 
that there were 9 new members, whom he 
would contact to welcome and answer any 
questions about club.  
   Dave distributed the schedule of publish-
ing deadlines for the Jan, Feb and March 
Nor’easter issues. Noting a heavy docket, 
each issue would contain articles rang-
ing from highlights on the AX school, DE 
events, promo materials and recent social 
activities such as the Paul Russell meeting 
report. Although not due yet, John Bergen 
took some heat for not getting his monthly 
column written weeks in advance (as is the 
usual case.) He took it in stride, however 
and still offered to take pictures at Firefly’s 
if Dave was unable to attend. 
   Bruce began the President’s report by 
asking Joyce to provide background on 
NER work with Charities. Joyce reported 
that the Angel Flight foundation has been 
the designated DE charity in the past. This 
year she suggested that the Board consider 
supporting something different, namely 
the Greater Boston Food Bank. The Board 
supported Joyce’s recommendation, and 
she agreed to look into organizing an event 
that would provide members with the op-
portunity to support this worthy charity. 
   Bruce gave special thanks to Matthew, 
Chris Outzen and Brita Meng Outzen for 
their significant work on the web site. 
Looking ahead, the Board anticipated 
even greater quantities of content to be 
generated by NER events and activities. 
Combined with constant web technology 
challenges (many people are still on IE 6, 
while others have moved to IE 7), the Board 

discussed whether it was time to explore the option of hiring a 
webmaster to administer updates and address technical issues. 
Especially as we want to steer people to the site. Therefore the 
Board agreed that more research was needed, so Dave vol-
unteered to explore this further, and report back at the next 
meeting. Matthew and Karen also agreed to help.   
   To round out the topic, Matthew reported that the number of 
registered web site users was up from 276 to 294 since De-
cember. The most popular destinations on the site were “What 

continued on page 36



that was in terrific shape. I thought that maybe it would go for 
reasonable money so I was prepared to make a bid, since many 
of the cars up to that point in time had gone for significantly 
less money than in previous years.  
   When bidding on that car started, before I even realized 
what was happening the bids had gone over $70,000 in less 
than fifteen seconds. A couple of minutes later the car sold 
for $105,000, and a short time later the second one sold for 
$120,000 — so much for the premise that deals were to be 
had. Later Saturday evening a restored ’70 Boss 429 sold for 
$330,000. Wish I’d kept mine! 
   Overall this year’s auction brought significantly lower prices 
in almost every vintage segment. Muscle car prices were down, 
enough so that Craig Jackson and others on the management 
team were regularly hectoring the audience that the cars were 
worth lots more money than was being bid. I found their com-
ments to be inappropriate and annoying. I’ve worked for years 
under the basic guideline that the customer is always right. So 
if those in the audience didn’t want to bid cars up to astronomi-
cal prices, like they’d done in past years, then they had a better 
sense of value than did the auction company officials.  
   You could sense lots of frustration from Craig in particular 
when the “feature” cars didn’t bring record prices. A one-off ’63 
Corvette “Rondine” concept car sold for only $1,600,000, and a 
one-off ’63 Thunderbird Fastback “Italien” concept car sold for 
$600,000. In previous auctions concept cars have gone for $3 – 
$4 million each.  
   What did bring high prices were the cars auctioned off for 
charity. Joe Gibbs Racing provided a race-winning Tony Stew-
art, Home Depot sponsored car for the benefit of the Darrell 
Gwynn Foundation — they provide electric wheel chairs for 

children. The bidding 
was frenzied on that 
one ultimately bring-
ing in $300,000. The 
winning bidder before 
the auction on this car 
even started donated 
an additional $100,000 
to the foundation. 
   On Saturday evening 
Ford offered a one off 
Mustang for a charity 
auction — this one for 
children with blood 
diseases. The very first 
’08 Ford Shelby GT500 
KR (the only one to 
have a glass roof ever) 
brought a winning bid 
of $550,000. Later that 
evening GM showed a 
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Out In The Passing Lane - continued from page 4

prototype of the first ’09 Corvette ZR-1 (the production version 
will sell for $99,000 and will have 620 hp) and offered serial 
number 1 for sale for the benefit of The United Way. Before the 
bidding even started everyone knew the winning bidder would 
be Dave Ressler, a Chevrolet dealer from Bozeman, Montana. In 
2006 he bid $1 million for the third Corvette ever built, and he 
has over 25 significant Corvettes in his personal collection. Jay 
Leno drove the prototype onto the stage and served as auc-
tioneer assistant — hyping the car as the last high really high-
performance Corvette likely to be built (future fuel regs being a 
hindrance). The crowd cheered on Ressler and a few others, but 
it was a foregone conclusion that Ressler would win. He even 
raised his own bid at the end, winning the car at $1 million.  
   I thoroughly enjoyed the entire experience. Watching the 
auction was fascinating and strolling through the huge number 
of vender booths was equally interesting. I even took a test ride 
in the ultimate tow vehicle, a Freightliner Sport Chassis mid-
size truck. Everything I’d need to tow with power — for only 
$150,000. 

Minutes - continued from page 35

is DE?, What is AX?” Matthew asked board members to check 
contact information in the Nor’easter and web site and inform 
him of changes.   
   Our interim Advertising Manager, Susana reported that she is 
exploring various pricing models for Banner Adds, and will have 
more information by the next meeting. Perhaps even more 
exciting, was her announcement that the “NER Store” is running 
on the site, so please be sure to check it out!  
   Michelle noted that the first planning meeting of the NER 50th 
Anniversary Committee will take place on February 17th at 3:00 
p.m. at the Hauben’s.  She was pleased that a number of people 
had volunteered to help, and that a new logo was well under-
way to commemorate this important milestone. Michelle would 
continue to seek possible speakers. Having asked the Board’s 
guidance on how best to proceed, it was suggested that the 
Committee make a list of ideas and present them in the form 
of a proposal to the Board. Concentration should be on quality 
over quantity of ideas. A progress report would be provided at 
the next meeting. 
   Finally, a special thanks to the Weber’s for hosting an out-
standing brunch.  
   It was discussed that the next meeting of the Board would be 
held on February 10th prior to the event at Firefly’s. Having no 
further business to discuss, this meeting was adjourned at 12:46 
p.m.

 



Marketplace
For Sale 
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 ‘00 Porsche Boxster, Arctic Silver with Metropol blue interior and top; 5 speed, 17” wheels ;AM/
FM/CD with hifi option & Sirius Satellite radio. Lojack recovery system. Full maintenance history 
has had major service in last year, synthetic oil changes only and brake fluid changes every year 
along with necessary filters. This Porsche is excellent condition,(detailed every spring by Kleen 
by Cindy) body near perfect interior has no serious faults, back window in decent shape. Second 
owner has owned for 4 ½ years offered at $20,995. Please call Steve at 508-653-1695 evenings or 
weekends or email at SLR944@AOL.COM
DE TIRES - Slightly used Hoosiers, 3 - 245.35.18 and 10 - 245.40.18. All tires have 50-75% of 
their life and rubber left. $65-$90 each depending upon how many you buy. Bruce Hauben - 
978.952.8517 - bmh993@earthlink.net
Tires:  One set of 4 mounted Dunlop snow tires. 2 – 205/55/HR16, 2 – 225/50/HR16 with Porsche 
medallion center each wheel. Org equip rims (Porsche) used only 3 winters (approx 4K miles) 
stored professionally by Direct Tire each off season. $650. Contact Fred (508)655-3577 from 
6-9pm.
‘89 944 S2 Race Car: Car is currently configured as an Ice Racer but could be turned in to a great 
track racer or DE car. Pro-Built Roll Cage with NASCAR Style Door Bars. Quaiffe Ltd Slip Diff. This 
car is in very nice shape (a few minor blemishes here and there). The interior is stripped. Being 
sold as a Race Car. Call Josh at (781) 893-5993 for more information. $6,800/reasonable offers. 
Pictures: http://icerace.com/porsche/pictures.htm
Hardtop for 2001 911/996 Cab: Lapis Blue, exc cond., $2000. Bob Flachbart (508)843-6695.
1965-1994 -Custom made CoverKing Silverguard Car Cover. Unwrapped only once and Modeled 
on Car then reboxed. It was ordered for my ‘84 Cab. but I decided to get a Outdoor style cover 
instead. In original box, Buyer pays shipping or can pick it up here in RI. Asking $125.00. This is a 
CUSTOM made Cover... not semi-custom. Call Joe at 401`-301-9112.. 7/24. Just in time for X-Mas.
‘96 993 C4S, Arena Red Metallic, (burgundy) 61,750 miles 6-speed, turbo body & brakes. Excel-
lent condition maintenance and paint, Black interior, 60% 225-18 frt. & 90% 285-18 rear SO-2’s  
WPOAA299XTS32259  -  $42,500 – w.chadwick@comcast.net photos available or call Bill evenings 
508-675-3673  
Winter Tires & Wheels for Porsche 996: Pirelli winter snow tires and wheels to fit Carrera 4S 
coupe (996) Front 225/40R 18 N3 Rear 265/35 R 18 N3 plus spacers for rear wheels. Only used for 
one month. $1500 for complete set of tires and wheels. William Prince 617 407 5497 or wtprince@
yahoo.com

Wanted to buy:
1999-2001 996 tiptronic rainforest green or guards red excellent condition. Email vhy4167@
hotmail.com or call 508-823-7614 

Advertising Guidelines
Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this 
publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER 
reserves the unqualified right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.

Marketplace Guidelines
Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to 
solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notified. To place your want ad send a note to the editor contain-
ing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every 
detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be faxed to 
(978)352-6819, or emailed to: david.weber1@verizon.net
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President
Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com
Vice President - Administrative
Bob Canter
331 Bolivar St, 3H, Canton, MA 02021
Home:617-327-9600 email: rcanter@bulfinchgroup.com
Vice President - Activities
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com
Treasurer
Karen Cohen
110 Harvard Rd, Bolton, MA 01740
Home: 978-779-2226 email 
Secretary
Jill Masserian
197 8th St, Apt 631, Charlestown, MA 02129
Home: 617-563-2551, email: JillMaserian@FMR.com
Membership
John Bergen
11 Beethoven Ave, Walpole, MA 02081
Home:  617-720-6638  email: bergenj@comcast.net
NOR’EASTER Editor
Dave Weber
PO Box 409, W. Boxford, MA 01885
Home: 978-352-6601, email: david.weber1@verizon.net
Past President
Steve Boris
81 Summer St, Franklin, MA 02038
Home: 508-520-7287, email: Boris@SteveBorisDesign.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross & Concours d’Elegance
Ron Mann
105 Ridge St, Concord, MA 01742
Home: 781-442-0306email: rjmann@yahoo.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross
Jon Cowen
17 Lakeview Gardens #113, Natick, MA 01760
Home: , email: 
Chair -Driver Education
Laurie Jitts
41 Lawrence St, Boston, MA 02116
Home: 617-642-6324 email: laurence.jitts@verizon.net
Registration - Driver Education
Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech
Chris Luciano
Home: 978-897-4460  email: info@peerlessmotors.com
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education
Peter Tracy
Home: 978-842-4109 email: chfinsttracey@PorscheNet.com
Novice Development - Driver Education
Frank Bruns
Home: 207-627-7182 email: NovDev@PorscheNet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education
Paul Avery
Home: 978-462-4615 email: InstDev@PorscheNet.com
Track Operations - Driver Education
Peter Donohoe
Home: 617-596-5838 email: peterdonohoe@aol.com
Zone 1 Representative
Botho von Bose
Home: 416-509-6661; bvonbose@lomltd.com

NER Board of Directors Welcome New Members

Please send address 
corrections / changes to:

John Bergen
NER Membership Chair

11 Beethoven Ave
Walpole, MA 02081

bergenj@comcast.net
Don’t miss an issue of the 
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Jennifer Cecchetti
Boston MA
2008 Boxster

Michael Dube
Fitchburg MA
1984 944

Alan Ferrara
Warwick RI
2005 911

Eric Jean
Laura Jean
Woburn MA
2003

Douglas MacCallum
Groton MA
2007 911

Marc Myers
Brookline MA
2003 911

Lawrence Rainville
Honora Rainville
Wrentham MA
1984 911

Robert Rulli
Newport RI
1999 Boxster

Richard Spaziano
Patricia Spaziano
Warwick RI
2007 911

Transfers In

Jim Gentilcore
Andover, MA
From: Down East
2000 Boxster S 

Andrew Grace
Lincoln, MA
From: Golden Gate

Apolinaras Sinkevicius
Somerville, MA
From: Chicago
2007 Cayman S

ed, is still fully understood by us both why we choose to drive these cars, as 
opposed to possibly some other make. I think it is that continual anticipation 
of what is to come when we enter that next corner.  
   One last thought, if I may, on how sad it is to be a kid today looking to de-
velop that love of cars that we as kids were able to experience when we were 
growing up. When we were kids, when you opened the hood, what you saw 
staring back at you was an engine — an engine that was easily accessible and 
for the most part relatively inexpensive to work on. Today, open the hood to 
any new car and all you have staring back at you is a plastic cowl whose sole 
purpose is to dissuade you from ever sticking your fingers in there to service 
anything. Instead, you are encouraged to possibly replace a computer chip 
with a more performance-oriented computer chip, or maybe install some 
air cleaner that promises 20 to 30 more horsepower, but to leave the engine 
alone to some technician who already knows what he is doing. What fun is 
there in that? 

Double Clutching - continued from page 9
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