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Assignment: Let our friends and customers know where they can find us. 
Event: �e Big Move is complete!
Date: May 2008

We invite all our customers to hold us to the high level of personalized, professional service that they 
have come to expect from EPE. Our committment to excellence for proper repair and maintenance remains
unchanged... and will remain our number one priority. It will just happen in much more comfortable, brighter
and efficient surroundings. 

�ink this is bright? Wait ‘til we turn the lights on.
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isn’t digitally capable?
   That left us with a new alarm system that made 
lots of racket when tripped, but didn’t commu-
nicate with anyone. After several phone calls the 
owner of the alarm company advised that an 
adapter could be purchased that would com-
municate via a dedicated cell-phone line — at no 
additional monitoring cost to me. So, of course, 
what started out to be a ’straightforward‘ project 
ended up being much more complicated.
   As I write this column I have two electricians 
in our house making several minor changes to 
our house lighting to better illuminate several 
art pieces. While they were on the premises, I 
put them to work swapping out outlets and light 
switches for more contemporary fixtures — I’d 
previously swapped out some standard outlets 
and switches, leaving us with a mish-mash of 
styles.
   Two weeks ago I had four trees cut down (much 
to Susana’s dismay) that were growing too close 
to our house and along our driveway. That work 

was done quickly and for reasonable 
cost, especially when one factors in 
the difficulty rating associated with 
the location of the trees.
   A week or so prior to the tree cut-
ting, I had 36 cubic yards of bark 
mulch blown onto our various land-
scape beds. It’s a costly approach, but 

way more efficient than my hauling God-knows-
how-many yard carts full of mulch all over our lot. 
They get the work done in five or six hours versus 
days and weeks if I was doing the work. I’m at an 
age when I prefer writing checks to expending 
manual effort.
   It will not be too many more years before 
I’ll have to start thinking about replacing the 
shingles on the roof of our house, along with 
repainting the house. I’m overdue to have the 
driveway resealed. We have several plants that 
suffered badly this winter, might as well get busy 
replacing them. We also need to replace a couple 
of large windows that have lost their seal — they 
are, of course, in a location that will require scaf-
folding to reach.
   Today I’m headed out to Atlantic Coast Trailers 
to pick up our car trailer. Much like everything 
else, the trailer needs to be serviced every spring 
to minimize the chances for headaches on some 
remote stretch of road on the way to or from a 

My general outlook improves dramatically 
when warmer weather arrives, but the list of 

household chores that is generated each spring 
can be daunting. No matter what we have done 
each spring and summer, the list of tasks never 
shrinks. This year’s list is filled with the usual 
labor-intensive tasks, plus additional ones that 
put noticeable dents in the checking account bal-
ance and require professional assistance. 
   After a couple of years of procrastination, I 
decided to have our house wireless alarm system 
replaced. The original equipment was installed 
more than 15 years ago, several years after our 
house was built, hence the need for a wireless 
system. In the intervening years, the system has 
been a constant maintenance headache. The sen-
sors are battery powered which, of course, means 
that every so often those batteries in the 25-plus 
sensors fail. Unfortunately, the design of the 
system precludes my replacing a failed battery; 
instead a technician needs to be called (at $75/
call) to replace the battery and reprogram the 

sensor and base station.
As you might guess, the consequences of this 
design are not kind to the checkbook. Susana is 
on a first name basis with the techs, and knows 
which one in particular has a good understand-
ing of how the old system works.
   I expressed my mounting frustration to our 
alarm service provider, and was told that our 
system was obsolete, with important spare parts 
no longer available. Fortunately, a new, more so-
phisticated wireless system was now available — 
for a modest… $4,500 investment. Yikes! I finally 
gave the go-ahead to replace the old system a 
couple of months ago. The work was completed 
recently, but it didn’t/couldn’t work properly 
because — get this! — the new alarm system is 
still analog and hence could not communicate 
with the alarm monitoring company through our 
new advanced Fios digital phone system. I, of 
course, expressed surprise to learn that the new 
alarm system was incapable of communicating 
digitally. Who invents anything these days that 
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Out In The Passing Lane
Dave Weber

I, of course, expressed surprise to learn that 
the new alarm system wasn’t capable of 
communicating digitally. 

continued on page 40



   NER’s annual two-day DE event at Watkins 
Glen, one of the best tracks in the country (July 
23rd –24th) is way ahead in registrations over past 
years; a good thing. BUT WE ALREADY HAVE 10 
DRIVERS ON THE WAIT LIST WHO WAITING FOR 
INSTRUCTORS TO SIGN UP!!! Come on all you in-
structors, guys and ladies, don’t wait for the last 
minute to sign up, do the right thing and sign up 
now so we can get these newer drivers into the 
event. Don’t let all the hard work of Laurie Jitts, 
Peter Tracy and Steve Artick in getting newer 
drivers interested in track driving go to waste 
here… PLEASE!  
   Our first-ever DE event at the new NJ Motor-
sports Park on August 2nd–4th, 2008 — in fact, one 
of the first ever to be held at the new track — is in 
a similar situation, with some drivers on the wait 
list waiting for more instructors to sign up. Do it! 
   The German magazine manager magazine has 
conducted a survey of 2,500 CEOs and managing 
directors for the past 15 years, ranking German 
companies by their “image-profile.” Sounds 

sort of nebulous, but the two market 
research firms contracted to conduct the 
survey say that, in addition to examining 
the overall image of German companies, 
they factor in ethical behavior, innova-
tive power, customer focus, manage-
ment quality, and product and service 

quality. 
   For the past five years, Porsche AG has been 
deemed the most highly regarded company in 
Germany, and for the past eight years ranked first 
in image profile. Out of a possible 1,000 points, 
they received 893, followed by BMW with 853 
and Audi with 850 points. The Volkswagen Group, 
of which Porsche owns 31%, advanced from 76th 
to 26th place. After Audi came Adidas, Google, 
Miele, Coca-Cola, Deutsche Lufthansa and Hugo 
Boss.

Analogies & Metaphors from High School Essays
1. Her face was a perfect oval, like a circle that 
had its two sides gently compressed by a 
Thigh Master. 
2. His thoughts tumbled in his head, making 
and breaking alliances like underpants in a 
dryer without Cling Free.   
3. She grew on him like she was a colony of 
E.Coli, and he was room-temperature Cana-
dian beef. 

4. She had a deep, throaty, genuine laugh, 

As you longtime readers of this column know 
by now, you sometimes need patience and 

have to allow me a little latitude. So, I’m going 
to flog that dead horse named “Disposable” or 
“Planned Obsolescence,” but only briefly; bear 
with me. 
   I was going to let last month’s column die its 
own death but couldn’t refuse the following 
when I read the interview in the Wall Street Jour-
nal. As you may be aware, GE has been looking 
for a buyer for its household appliance division 
and the WSJ caught up with John Jowers, an ex-
pert on both antique and modern appliances and 
their businesses. Mr. Jowers is quite an interesting 
guy and you can read more about him at www.
antiqueappliances.com. 
   Jowers said “Everybody is doing the same thing, 
so I can’t pick on GE. Everybody out there today 
manufactures appliances with planned obsoles-
cence in seven years, meaning that in seven years 
they plan to discontinue making parts. We are 
now a throwaway society and that is not how the 

appliance industry began.” I rest my case. 
   Our annual Spring Ramble was another rous-
ing success, with 125 cars involved. One hundred 
percent of the group arrived on Friday to begin 
their partying early, some even showed up on 
Thursday; die-hard party folks. I’ll let you read the 
details elsewhere in this issue. 
   The 2009 Ramble will be to The Otesaga (www.
Otesaga.com) in Cooperstown, NY, home of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame (www.baseballhalloffame.
org). Our lunch stop will be at the Northeast 
Classic Car Museum (www.classiccarmuseum.org) 
where you’ll have time to view the exhibits before 
and/or after lunch. It’s really a very impressive 
collection — the web site does not do it justice — 
and one not to be missed. So put April 24th– 26th, 
2009 on your calendar right now and maybe plan 
to check in a day or two early at The Otesaga, at 
the same low negotiated rates, to allow time for 
the Hall of Fame as well as many other sites and 
attractions in the area. Stay tuned for more details 
as we get closer to the event. 
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Upshifting

The 2009 Ramble will be to The Otesaga in 
Cooperstown, New York, home of the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

continued on page 37



the same amount. I measured carefully to make 
sure that the rack, with tires in it, would not con-
tact my head when I walked under it. That alone 
proves that I’m getting smarter with age. It hangs 
down from a steel I-beam in the middle of the 
garage, and I walk under it often. See reference to 
gashed head above. With that done, I won’t have 
to work so hard next fall to get the ice tires off the 
rack.
   Big Red (the ’85 BMW M6 in Cinnabar Red) is out 
of the barn and is already waking up the neigh-
bors when I go off to the train station each morn-
ing. Actually it wasn’t stored in my garage, but at 
my friend Bill’s place. He’s the fellow that had the 
’53 Caddy in that space until we found a buyer in 
Texas that wanted to add a car to his collection 
that hadn’t moved in forty years. I knew that the 
BMW was coming out and, with the space avail-
able, I decided that it would the perfect spot for 
the Toyota 4Runner that we use as a plow. The 
phrase “use as a plow” is a stretch, as I will explain. 
I put the M6 battery on a charger for a night and 

when I hooked it up and turned 
the key it sprang to life. Even Bill 
liked the noise from the stainless 
steel exhaust as it filled the barn 
with a low growl like a Saturn 
rocket leaving the launch pad. I 
just love cars that can talk back.
   Last year this time, after a 

mild winter, I had driven the ‘Plow’ back into the 
woods behind the house and parked it to wait 
for winter. Bad idea. Of course I put some gas 
stabilizer in the tank, added air to the tires and 
threw some moth balls under the truck to keep 
the varmints away. That wasn’t enough to protect 
it. When it came time to fire it up last fall, it was 
a struggle. It started and came out of the woods 
but that was as far as it wanted to go. I poked 
around a bit and found the Mouse Hilton in the 
glove box (that’s right above where the engine 
computer is mounted) and the vacation cottage 
that they had started building in the air cleaner. 
The engine would start, but when gas was ap-
plied it would die. I found some intake hoses that 
looked to be older that dirt and some wiring that 
looked frayed but nothing seemed to help. It was 
parked outside and getting cold at night and I 
wasn’t really inspired to get after the problem. I’m 
used to working inside with lots of light, heat and 
music. Working outside in the late fall was like the 

Winter is just a memory now that the sun is 
back, the grass is green and the fun cars are 

back on the road. We had only one ice race this 
year, courtesy of the BMW Club, due to an unusu-
ally warm and wet season. The Audi RS4 served 
me well as it showed the four-wheel drive class 
the fastest way around the course at Newfound 
Lake in NH. Now it’s resting back in the rear of the 
garage while the summer cars are near the door.
   The snow tires are all put away on the tire rack. 
One of my winter projects was to lower that tire 
rack to make it more accessible. When I installed 
the rack years ago I was young, and swinging a 
tire and rim up over my head seemed easy. To 
get a tire and rim up onto the rack I had to put it 
there with my arms fully extended. That was the 
easy part. It was getting them down that always 
made me a little nervous. I had to push the tire 
up from the center to get it to roll off the rack on 
either side. Which side I aimed for depended on 
what car was parked under the rack.  
   The last couple of years I’ve stood on an up-

turned milk crate to get a little more advantage 
on the lift, but that always seemed a little precari-
ous. If I lost balance and had to take a step back, 
it could spell disaster. I’m at that point in my life 
where I always consider ’what’s the worst thing 
that can happen‘ whenever I attempt something 
physical. I never gave that a thought when I was 
younger, but, now that the recovery time for head 
gashes, pulled muscles and banged up shins is 
a lot longer, I mentally walk through the effects 
of gravity and balance each time they come into 
play. Nowadays that happens often. I have first-
hand knowledge of how an afternoon can be 
wasted in the local emergency room, and I don’t 
want that to happen again.  
   Lowering the rack just required a simple trip to 
the local hardware store, where I bought some 
bolt connectors and threaded shafts. The bolt 
connectors are just a piece of metal tube that has 
threads inside that will hold two threaded shafts 
together. I cut the shafts I bought into fourteen 
inch lengths and used them to lower the rack by 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 37
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you know, and especially on the Autobahn, there 
is a definitive hierarchy of speeds by lane, i.e. the 
left lanes are the fastest and so on to the right. 
Amazingly we have the same laws, but how many 
times do you see someone poking along in the 
left lane at 55 mph while the whole world passes 
on the right? Ever see anyone cited for driving too 
slow in the left lane? No way, but, driving a few 
miles per hour over the limit in any lane, you bet.
   Next up: rotaries (also known as roundabouts 
in England, from where they came). Do you 
know who has the right-of-way? Hint: it’s posted 
everywhere on those delightful intersections. Yes, 
the person in the rotary has the right-of-way, but 
you have to be hard pressed to believe it the way 
cars play “Russian Roulette” jockeying for position, 
especially during busy times. 
   One of the most death-defying road hazards is 
trying to enter a multi-access road such as Route 
9 or Route 1 where there are not only defined 
entrance ramps, but also access via myriad busi-
nesses along the way. Most of the ramps have 

either a yield or stop sign, but they are 
either routinely ignored or, in the case 
of the stop sign, used as a campground 
by some drivers until the road is com-
pletely clear of any vehicles. Of course, 
the good old state is responsible for 
much of this congestion since there is 
rarely an acceleration lane as there is 

on Interstate highways, so merging is very dicey. 
There is a particular intersection near me in Natick 
on Rte 9 where the intersection is past a bridge, at 
the base of long downhill, where entering is very 
tricky. Visibility of the approaching cars is poor, 
they are closing on you at relatively high speeds 
(50 mph or more), and the minimal merging lane 
is incredibly bumpy due to poor pavement. Need-
less to say, accidents are very common as drivers 
attempt to merge, realize a car is approaching too 
fast then stop, and the car behind looking up the 
road, thinking the guy in front has merged, does 
not see him and a rear-end accident occurs. Great 
road engineering. 
   Speaking of road engineering, have you ever 
noticed the ripples in the road at intersections, 
especially leading downhill? What do you think 
causes them? Well my theory is overloaded trucks, 
a common occurrence since the more you can 
load up the vehicle the fewer trips you need 
to make. Of course there are laws against this, 

It looks as though NER/PCA activities are in full 
swing. Within the last month, we have had our 

Novice School at NHMS with 40+ new drivers, a 
casual tour through the western suburbs with 
another 18 participants, a new instructor educa-
tion session, also at NHMS, that sold out weeks 
before the event, and the first autocross of the 
year at Devens on the first of June. Don’t forget 
the first concours event at the German Car Day, 
on Father’s Day, June 15th, as always.
   Like me, you have probably observed some 
incredibly stupid, unsafe and arrogant road 
behavior over the years of driving in this fair 
state of ours. Some of it may be caused by the 
ridiculous laws the Commonwealth passes and 
the inane construction on many of the roads, not 
to mention the deplorable condition even our 
superhighways are in year after year.
   Let’s start with one of my favorite laws, the right 
to pass people on the right. Now, in its original 
form, the idea was to prevent congestion when 
a person was turning onto a narrow street, and 

to speed traffic on highways. As is the way with 
any law that is rarely enforced, however, we now 
have passing on the right in virtually all aspects 
of driving, and not just at a slightly faster speed. 
Does anyone drive the section of Rte 128/I-95 
from Needham to Westwood, where driving in 
the breakdown lane is legal during rush hour? It 
is rare that you see anyone near the speed limit 
in those lanes. More likely it is 20-30 mph over 
it, in fact when I used to commute on that road 
north from Great Plain Ave., I would see speed 
traps in the flats of Needham where a half-dozen 
cars or more would be pulled over at a time (one 
of the few instances of enforcement of the law). 
More serious is passing on the right on small 
roads where a vehicle in the left lane is driving 
at the speed limit but someone needed to pass, 
so, instead of waiting for the other one to move 
over, he would fly past on the right.
   Of course, one of the reasons that people feel 
compelled to pass on the right anyway is that 
there is no lane discipline. In Europe, as many of 
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Around The Cones

Like me, you have probably observed some 
incredibly stupid, unsafe and arrogant road 
behavior over the years of driving. 

continued on page 40
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Minutes Of The Board

Happy PCA Anniversary

Fourty-Four Years
Fred Roberts

Fifteen Years
Paul Aldinolfi
Britton Hutchins
Dana Martin

Ten Years
Gary Gentile
Thomas Duquette
Brian Laws
Robert Menicocci
Janis Reiters
James Rindo

Five Years
Hans Gieskes
Thomas De Marche
Daniel Hovanesian
Stephen Muller
John WSeil
Larry Scales

Jill Maserian- May16, 2008 Board Meeting

continued on page 40

The April board meeting hosted by Steve Ross 
was called to order promptly at 7:37 pm at Fire-

fly’s restaurant in Framingham, MA. In attendance 
were Steve Ross, Chris Ryan, Dave Weber, Karen 
Cohen, John Bergen, Jill Maserian, Bob Cohen, 
Susana Weber, Michelle Wang and Matthew Wallis. 
Absent were Bruce Hauben, Steve Boris and Bob 
Canter.
   Steve Ross opened by distributing President 
Bruce’s report on the NER Ramble, held May 2nd–4th 
at The Balsam’s Grand Resort in NH. This successful 
event posted an all-time high enrollment of 125 
cars. In addition to the positive feedback received, 
the event also generated an increase in profit 
that will be carried over to next year’s Ramble in 
Cooperstown, NY and used to provide more value 
for the participants.
   Regarding other activities, Steve distributed 
the DE update submitted by Laurie Jitts. Laurie 
reported that Novice Day had over160 cars, 40 of 
which were first timers. The instructor coaching 
clinic on May 21st is sold out, with 40 entrants and 
the other advanced groups essentially sold out 
too. IRA Porsche, our sponsor, has requested pic-
tures with some showing their banner be sent to 
them so that they can forward to PCNA. Capacity 
for the Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant event has been 
reached with 148 entrants, including 45 instruc-
tors, 41 students and the balance in solo drivers, 
so enrollment is now closed. Enrollment for Wat-
kins Glen remained strong at approximately 60, 
closing on the break-even point. September DE in 
NH currently has 35 entrants, with more expected 
as the date approaches. The New Jersey Motor-
sports Park event (August 2nd–4th) is still open, and 
more marketing efforts are underway with regions 
close to the venue.
   Moving on, Steve reported that the annual Zone 
1 Concours d’Elegance and Rally event will be held 
on May 16th–17th in Corning NY. Proceeds will go 
to benefit the Paul Newman Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp for seriously ill children. Steve will meet the 
new Director of Business Development at the Larz 
Anderson Museum of Transportation during Ger-
man Car Day in June to discuss final plans for our 
PorscheFest in September. Materials have been 
ordered to repair the tent that was damaged by 
wind at the autocross school; Chris will manage 
the repair process.
   Chris provided the Administrators Report for Bob 
Canter. The bi-annual Vintage Car & Airplane tour 
at the Collings Foundation collection, in Stow MA 

on May 18th, had 66 people pre-registered. Plans 
are underway for the July event at the grand 
opening of one of our sponsor’s relocated facili-
ties (see announcement in this issue) and ideas 
for future events were discussed.
   The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Karen 
Cohen. She noted that revenues were strong year-
to-date, but that these were likely to be offset by 
track rental payments expected in the coming 
months. The board accepted the financial report 
as submitted.
   Membership chair, John Bergen, reported that 
the region has 1439 primary members, 1033 affili-
ate members and over 800 subscribers. NER PCA 
new-member call lists were distributed to each 
board member to extend a personal welcome to 
those who recently joined the region.
   Dave Weber distributed the production info. and 
editorial deadlines for the June and July issues of 
the NOR’EASTER, including a full listing of copy 
articles, photos and event write-ups.
   Matthew then provided the website update by 
sharing that the site is growing, and may require 
some additional server space over the year. Most-
visited parts of the site include What is Driver Edu-
cation?, the NOR’EASTER, and What is Autocross?.
   Moving to new business, John, our resident 
computer expert, confirmed that the club will 
have the new computer up and running by the 



course. A secondary benefit to this is that sitting 
lower in the car has lowered the center of gravity, 
and this has transferred my svelte 235 pounds 
downward.
   As always, whenever you decide to make a 
change to your car, it’s never just the expense of 
that act alone. What initially started off as just 
searching for a way to lower the stock driver’s 
seat (which you can’t, because the stock seat is 
to wide to allow it to be lowered into the well) 
then became replacing the seat with a solid-back 
racing seat. And, of course, pursuant to PCA DE 
rules, what you do for the driver you must do 
for the passenger. This meant two racing seats, 
not just one. Now that the seats are installed, of 
course, the next thing was to purchase two sets of 
six-point harnesses which, as I was about to learn, 
was going to be a lot easier said than done.  
   With approximately three weeks to go before 
the NCR DE event at NHMS on April 30th and 
May 1st, I thought this would give me more than 
enough time to research which makes of harness-

es I would want to get, and then order 
them in time for the DE event. Well, after 
deciding to get the G-Force camlock, 
six-point harnesses because they were 
substantially less expensive than the oth-
ers, I found out they were on backorder 
everywhere, stuck somewhere on a con-
tainer ship. No one I talked to could give 

me any guarantee I could receive them in time.  
   Still wanting to have harnesses prior to the DE 
event, I decided to go to my second choice, spend 
the extra and attempt to get the Schroths, but 
they also were on backorder. As I was to find out, 
regardless where I turned there was no way I was 
going to have belts before the DE. I ended up run-
ning the DE event with the racing seats installed 
and using the stock belts. What became interest-
ing to me here is that there is a PCA rule stating 
that racing harnesses cannot be more than five 
years old for safety reasons, but that the 24-year-
old stock seatbelts in my car were considered 
fine according to PCA rules, and not in need of 
replacement. I tried not to think too long about 
that little discrepancy as I raced around NHMS 
for two days, hoping I would not have to test the 
competence of my stock belts.
   Well, now I have ordered the harnesses. This, of 
course, has led to additional purchases, such as 
eyebolts and snap hooks and a harness guide bar. 

Well, spring is underway, I can’t remember 
when one month has provided me with so 

many ups and downs as this May 2008, and it is 
not even over yet. Beginning with the NCR Driv-
ers Ed event at New Hampshire Motor Speedway, 
I can’t tell you how great it felt to finally be back 
behind the wheel in a setting other than on the 
street.  
   As I mentioned in a previous article, I went 
through the expense this past winter of replac-
ing the stock seats in my car with Cobra Suzuka 
racing seats — in order to provide more support, 
but also to lower the seating position to accom-
modate my 6’2” frame. If any of you had ever seen 
me racing at one of our autocross events, I wasn’t 
hard to pick out because I was the one driving the 
Targa with the top off and my helmet a good two 
inches above the roll bar.  
   This was great for the car if I ever rolled it since it 
would be my head protecting the car, but some-
how, even with my limited intelligence, this did 
not seem like the ideal situation.  

   Once the racing seats were installed, for the 
first time in my life I got to see what it is like to 
view the road in front of me from the middle of 
the windshield. I’m not making it up when I say 
that, in every car I have ever owned, I was always 
looking out through the upper section of the 
windshield. If the windshield had that tint strip 
across the top, I would be looking right through 
the middle of it at the road ahead. When you are 
looking through the windshield that way, your 
natural tendency is to look down instead of look-
ing straight ahead, which of course doesn’t give 
you the best of views.  
   Relating this to autocrossing, it’s not the cone 
you are on that is important, but the cones com-
ing up that you have to be concerned about, and 
if my head is down this becomes a self-defeating 
proposition. Now, because my new seating posi-
tion, it has become much more natural for me 
to look straight ahead, and I am looking forward 
to see whether this will produce any noticeable 
improvement in the line that I take through the 
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Bob Canter

Double Clutching

As always, whenever you decide to make a 
change to your car, it’s never just the expense 
of the act alone. 

continued on page 40



minimum of an hour to get going. Armed with 
this information, I concluded that I should load 
my car onto my trailer the night before, and pack 
the truck with all of my essentials for the track. 
Everything was falling into place; now I just 
needed to get home from work at a reasonable 
time so that I could finish the loading maneuver in 
the daylight. 
   The best-laid plans and the best intentions 
always, I repeat always, do me in. As the old 
sayings go, “The road to hell is paved with good 
intentions” and “No good deed goes unpunished.” 
So you can imagine that, even though I go to 
work extra early, 6:45, I didn’t end up leaving until 
after 6:00 pm. Double DOH! As soon as I got 
home, I jumped out of my car and into my pickup. 
I then went through the process of hooking up 
the trailer so that I could at least have that done 
before it was dark. 
   With the trailer attached to the truck, I quickly 
maneuvered it into place to make loading the 
Porsche as easy as possible. After changing my 

clothes and eating dinner, I headed 
out to load my car. Keep in mind that I 
wanted to get to bed early, at the 
latest 9:30, so that I could get some 
rest. The trouble was that it was 
already 8:45 by the time I was ready to 
fire up the Porsche. Luckily, my son 
Dylan was there to help me position 

the car prior to loading it onto the trailer. 
   The loading process took a few shots before I go 
the car aligned just right. I wanted to make sure 
that the car was centered so that there was equal 
weight distribution from side to side, and also that 
the nose of the car was far enough forward to 
achieve the proper trailer tongue weight. By 9:30 
everything was perfect, or at least close enough 
for me. Dylan headed in to bed while I checked 
and rechecked the straps and made sure that 
everything was ready for the next day. 
   By the time I got back inside it was 10:00 and I 
was not ready for bed just yet. I first had to sit 
down and relax a bit, and I rewarded myself with 
an ice-cold beer. Well, the next morning came 
quickly and I was up and out as close to 5:30 as I 
could get. I skipped breakfast and coffee and 
opted to stop on the road at Dunkin’ Donuts. 
   As you can imagine, traffic was light at this time 
in the morning and I was able to make good time 
up to NH. I was feeling really good about my 

Welcome to June. It’s amazing to think that we 
are already six months into 2008. The good 

news is that Driver Education has started, and I 
now have some good material for use in my 
column. 
   The first DE event of the season was a joint event 
hosted by NER and our friends to the north, NCR. 
This was a two-day event at New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway (NHMS), formerly known as New 
Hampshire International Speedway (NHIS). Since 
this was a two-day, mid-week event, I had planned 
to drive up on the morning of the first day and 
stay overnight for the second day. 
   As those of you who have been to Loudon, NH 
know, there are few hotel/motel accommodations 
close to the racetrack. The closest place to stay is 
the Red Roof Inn, which is about eight miles from 
the track and a virtual bargain. Unfortunately for 
me, however, there was no room at the inn when I 
went to book. 
   What to do, what to do? I managed to use the 
powers of the Internet and some travel sites to 

procure a room at the Concord Holiday Inn at a 
rate equal to the Red Roof Inn. Sure it added 10 
more miles onto my second day morning com-
mute, but I had stayed there before and felt that it 
would be well worth it. You see the Holiday Inn is, 
in my humble opinion, a big step up from the Red 
Roof Inn. The walls actually prevent sound 
entering your room from your neighbor’s, and the 
door to the room deadens any noise in the hall. 
   I felt confident that I would have a good night’s 
sleep after my first day of driving. But let’s not 
jump to far ahead. So, as I was saying, my plan was 
to drive up to NHMS on the first day. The informa-
tion I had received from the NCR folks stated that 
the registration windows would be open at 7:00, 
with the gates open soon after. I did a quick 
mental calculation and decided that I would need 
to leave my house at 5:30-ish in the morning. 
   To leave at 5:30 meant that I would have to be 
out of bed by 4:30. For those of you who don’t 
know me, I am not a speedy riser in the morning. I 
tend to like to ease into the day and need a 
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John Bergen

Flat Sixer

For those of you who don’t know me, I am not a 
speedy riser in the morning. I tend to like to ease 
into the day.
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critical component of every cornering maneuver. 
We still have a lot to learn together but I can tell 
that both of us are going to have a lot of fun as 
we prepare ourselves for the Targa Newfoundland 
later in the year.
   After my initial shakedown, it was time for me 
to assume my Instructor role by helping out 
with the novices at the skidpad. I have written 
a separate article discussing the Novice Day in 
this edition so I will not detail it here, but suffice 
to say that, with many of us taking two or three 
students, it was a busy day for everyone involved. 
My heartfelt thanks goes to all the instructors 
who selflessly volunteered to help out and make 
the day the success it was. I would particularly 
like to mention the many, including Bruce, Pete, 
Goodloe and Mathew, who did so without even 
bringing their cars and therefore not even getting 
a drive — it is people like them who make NER 
one of the great clubs.
   Day 2 was a little less hectic than the first day’s 
agenda, so I got the chance to get several solid 

runs in the 911. Everything continued 
to get increasingly familiar until the 
car and I had a little mishap. After 
cresting the uphill and blasting down 
toward the bowl under full throttle, I 
went for the brakes only to discover 
that the throttle was jammed on full. 
Now anyone who has driven NHIS/

NHMS knows that the braking zone into the bowl 
is extremely short and there is not a lot of time to 
think when something like this happens. Anyway, 
of the two choices afforded me — shut it down or 
ride it out — I chose the latter. This turned out to 
be a less than brilliant choice. The extra speed just 
carried the car way past my apex, then further 
toward the outside of the corner. At the last mo-
ment I had no choice but to turn right between 
the two trees that reside on the outside of the 
uphill exit to the bowl, do a little dirt tracking, 
and pull the kill switch. There was no damage, 
and the cause of the jammed throttle was later 
identified, but it sure made for an exciting ride. 
After one more run with my student, I packed up 
the car and headed back to Boston to ready her 
for her next adventure.
   Just one day later it was time to head for the far 
reaches of New Hampshire to attend the Ramble, 
held at The Balsams hotel in Dixville Notch. Once 
again, the luxury of the Cayenne and the pace of 

So the season has officially started! April 30th/
May 1st marked our first long-awaited 2008 

Driver Education event. Held in conjunction with, 
and under the management of, our friends from 
North Country Region, we knew it was going to 
be a busy event with over 160 entrants — includ-
ing almost 40 who had never been to a Driver 
Education event. Despite the foreboding nature 
of the miserable weather that had preceded 
in late April, opening day of the event turned 
out to be very pleasant, if not a little cool. I had 
driven up early in the morning for what was to 
be the old 911’s inaugural track session. The car 
ran beautifully, the sun was shining and all was 
good with the world. There were a few issues to 
overcome upon arrival at the track, including a 
later-than-usual gate opening, a flooded entrance 
tunnel, and no access to normal garages and/
or control area. NCR managed masterfully and 
before you knew it the first cars were on the track 
only a few minutes behind schedule.
   First activity for me (after doing what I could to 

help overcome the issues mentioned above) was 
to head out on the track for a session. My theory 
was that if I was going to embarrass myself by 
being ridiculously slow in a strange car I could 
lessen the effect by getting out while everybody 
else was still cold and still shaking off the effects 
of a long winter. As it turned out, my concern 
that I would be by far the slowest moving vehicle 
on the track was somewhat unfounded. The old 
911 may be 38 years old but she can still pick up 
her skirts when asked to do so. As the session 
progressed and we got more used to each other 
we started to get a pretty good rhythm going. I 
will say that driving her was has much more in 
common with driving a Bertil Roos Formula car 
than driving my GT3, so I suspect that the days 
spent at Moroso at the BR advanced school earlier 
in the month probably prepared me well. Unlike 
the planted, forgiving nature of the GT3, the ‘70 
is a car that responds almost violently to every 
move. Understeer or oversteer can be induced 
pretty much at will, and the throttle becomes a 
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Laurie Jitts

In The Pits
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As it turned out, my concern that I would be by 
far the slowest moving vehicle on the track was 
somewhat unfounded.
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Calendar
At A Glance

June
1 Autox #1 @ Fort Devens
15 German Car Day @ Larz
   Anderson Auto Museum
20-22 Zone 1 Driver Education
   @ Watkins Glen

July
7-9 Driver Education @
   Mont Tremblant
11-13 Driver Education @
   Calabogie
12 Autox #2 @ Fort Devens
20 NCR New London Car Show
23-24 Driver Education @
   Watkins Glen
26 Tech Topics @ EPE

August
2-4 Driver Education @
   New Jersey Motorsport Park
3 Autox #3 @ Fort Devens
15-17 Driver Education @ NHIS
   Hosted by NCR
24 Polo @ Myopia
31 Autox #4 @ Fort Devens

September
4 Driver Education @ NHIS
6 PorscheFest @ Larz
   Anderson Auto Museum

October
13-14 Driver Education @ NHIS
   Hosted by NCR
26 AutoX #5 @ Fort Devens

December
6 Annual Dinner

February - 2009
7 50th Anniversary Dinner

German Car Day @ Larz Anderson Auto Museum
Sunday, June 15th 

Attention all Northeast Region Porsche Club Owners, come join us at the annual German 
Car day presented by the folks at the Larz Anderson Auto Museum. This year to be held on 

June 15th , arrivals start at 9am (with guaranteed good weather!). As in past years we hope to 
see nearly 100 Porsches (providing the largest German car contingent) plus many other popular 
marques such as Mercedes Benz, BMW, Audi, and VW, plus the rarer brands such as Opel, Capri, 
DKW, Messersmidt, and a host of others.
   This is a fun relaxing day, no need to do any super cleaning as the judging is People’s Choice 
and although a clean car is nice, the judging is by the spectators as to their likes. So you get to 
sit around (bring some lawn chairs) and wander the field taking in the glorious collection of fine 
German machinery and socialize with all the like-minded enthusiasts whether they are Porsche 
owners or not. By the way the museum does allow leased pets. Trophies are distributed by 
marque and go at least three deep in each division.
   In addition you can tour the museum and check out the gift shop’s many automobile oriented 
books, models, car badges etc. There is a nominal entry fee to show your Porsche and no reserva-
tions are necessary. This will serve as an excellent tune up for our September Porschefest to be 
held at the same location, where more complete judging, of cleanliness, will be done.
   For questions feel free to contact Steve Ross at slr944@aol.com 

Please send address corrections / changes to:
John Bergen

NER Membership Chair
11 Beethoven Ave, Walpole, MA 02081

bergenj@comcast.net
Don’t miss an issue of the NOR’EASTER
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405 hp. 6-speed manual. Sport suspension.
Yes, this is the correct photo.

Get behind the wheel and you’ll see that this Cayenne is all
performance. The GTS packs a 4.8 liter V8 and dynamic
lowered sports suspension. Test drive one today and prove
to yourself that the Cayenne GTS lives up to its long
performance heritage. Porsche. There is no substitute.

The Cayenne GTS.
Something this fast won’t hang around.

©2007 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. 

IRPA-0282

Ira Porsche
1-866-225-5472
97 Andover Street, Route 114
Danvers, MA 01923

Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 



2008 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your registration.

Registration questions for this event? visit the UCR website www.pcaucr.org or 
contact UCR Registrar, Markus Blazak at registrar@pcaucr.org or Track Chair, Martin
Tekela, at Martin.Telela@pcaucr.org

Any other questions? Contact Laurie Jitts, Track Chair at laurence.jitts@comcast.net 
or 617-642-6324 before 8 PM.

Friday, July 11 - Sunday, July 13
Saturday/Sunday, July 14 & 15 - General DE weekend
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NER is pleased to announce that we will be returning to the almost new Calabogie 
Motorsports Park (CMP) eith a 3 day weekend event to be held in conjunction with
UCR & NCR. The event will run over three days from Friday the 11th to Sunday the13th
of July. This year all 3 days will be open to all run groups.

CMP was a brand new in 2007 and is a 5.05 km (3.03 mile) road track with 23 turns, 
65” of elevation change and a 2,000’ main straight. It is located just west of Ottawa and 
is a short 490 mile drive from the Boston area. Those who have already had the chance 
to drive it report that it is one awesome circuit. Designed by Alan Wilson (designer 
of Barber, Carolina and the recent reconstruction of Mt. Tremblant) this is of little 
surprise. To have a preview of the track, go to www.calabogiemotorsports.com .

Many of us “track junkies” have already made the plan to turn the week of July 7th
into a full on track week by attending NER’s 3 day Mt. Tremblant DE event and then 
heading straight to Calabogie for another 2 or 3 days. Remember that NER’s LCMT event
is right in the middle of the Blues Festival from Monday July 7 to Wednesday July 9. You 
will then have Thursday the 10th to drive the few hours over to Calabogie in prep-
aration for another 3 days of track fun.

Registration for this event will be handled by our good friends at Upper Canada 
Region and NOT through the NER website. You will �nd details of what to do and 
how to register at www.pcaucr.org . This is likely to be a very popular event so we 
recommend you get in as early as you can.

Pricing at time of press has been set at:
Instructors (Red)  $240 CAD Registration open
Black / White / Blue $480 CAD Registration open
Yellow / Green  $480 CAD Registration opens May 16 
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QUALITY PORSCHE SERVICE & REPAIR
SERVICING 356 TO 997, STREET OR TRACK

SPRING IS HERE!
WHAT BETTER TIME FOR FRESH FLUIDS AND A SAFETY INSPECTION.

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENTS
DRIVERS SCHOOL AND RACE PREPERATION

- LATEST FACTORY COMPUTERIZED DIAGNOSTICS
- DYNAPACK DYNO SERVICES
- CORNER BAL. FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT
- CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

EVERYTHING TO KEEP YOU IN FRONT OF THE PACK

AND WINNING!

WWW.EUROTECHRACECARS.COM

EUROTECH ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE
14 GRANT STREET
FRAMINGHAM, MA 01702
PH. 508.879.9911
FAX. 508.879.9119
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Autocross #2 - Hot Times At Devens
Sunday, July 12th 

Northeast Region Cone Killers will be shifting up into second 
on Saturday, July 12th  at the crown jewel of autocrossing 

here in the Northeast, Moore Airfield on the former Fort Devens. 
Like all our events, AX Number 2 will feature speeds ranging up 
to 65 MPH on a course guaranteed to be over a mile and a quar-
ter long.  Theres little doubt that you will have the time of your 
life and make some new friends! All Porsche club members are 
welcome to attend and can drive their Porsche or “other” vehicle 
in one of 15 Porsche and one non-Porsche classes. The events are 
designed to permit friendly competition while providing a venue 
for developing and honing your driving skill. We make sure you 
get to enjoy your Porsche in the way the manufacturer intended! 
So if you’ve never tried AX and just wonder what its like, come 
on out and try it. We have plenty of instructors on hand to help 
introduce you to this exciting form of motor sport.
   Beyond the the thrill of competing with others in as many as 
8 individually timed runs, this year we’ve relaxed our passenger 
rules so that you’ll be able to ride with experienced competitors to see just how they do it. Even more seat time! And, of course 
there are trophies for each event  as well as a season championship for each of the Porsche classes. All Novices, defined as some-
one who has not trophied in an NER event, can vie for top honors in each of the classes. All other experienced drivers are eligible 
for trophies throughout the class depending on entry size. And think about it, despite the higher cost of fuel and travel this year, 
you can still have the time of your life for just $30 as a PCA member.
   Our sponsor for this event is FireFly’s, purveyors of some of the finest Bar-b-que you’ll ever taste anywhere. Not only does owner 
Steve Uliss have a passion for great food, but he’s got a passion for Porsche’s as well. Steve attended our school this spring and 
intends to be a regular at our events this year. Frankly, the man certainly has the right idea. It’s almost impossible to imagine a day 
better spent than smoking up a few tires out at Devens followed up some of Steve’s smokin baby backs with his awesome Beelze-
bar sauce. FireFly’s has three locations in Framingham, Marlborough and Quincy.
   Plan to arrive in plenty of time to allow registration, tech inspection and course walkthrough before the driver’s meeting, see the 
schedule on the autocross web page. Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is 
offered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, while liquids are always provided throughout the day free of 
charge. You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event.
    We look forward to seeing you at this first event and if you have any questions concerning the event feel free to contact Ron 
Mann at rjmann@yahoo.com.  If your planning on attending or for further registration information, contact Jon Cowen at jco-
wenner@gmail.com.

Directions to Fort Devens 
The event will be at Moore Airfield on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.  
From 128:  Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto 
Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.  
From 495:  Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left 
turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross 
entrance.
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2008 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Registration Opened March 1, 2008

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your registration.

Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Laurie Jitts, Track Chair at laurence.jitts@comcast.net 
or 617-642-6324 before 8 PM.

July 23 & 24, 2008

with a DE Enduro

Many drivers name The Glen as one of their favorite tracks. With that in mind, the 
Northeast Region invites you to join us for our annual, two-day event at "The Glen" - 
also known as "New York's Thunder Road" - a great track with a lot of history in the 
heart of the Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York. This is a beautiful area and 
o�ers much to see and do, from boating and lake activities... to wine tasting... to 
exploring the dramatic state parks and beautiful waterfalls. Nearby are a great vintage
aircraft museum next to the Elmira Airport and the Corning Museum of Glass and 
the Rockwell Museum of Western Art in Corning.

On Thursday, we will hold a one-hour, DE Enduro for our Red and Black run groups.
While similar to a Club Racing Enduro, it is run under strict DE passing and driving rules.

Watkins Glen International is steeped in history from its beginnings in 1948 with 
European style open wheel racing through the village, including concrete and dirt 
roads. In 1961 the �rst Watkins Glen US Grand Prix became a fall tradition through 
1980. Innes Ireland won the inaugural running, with great drivers such as Clark, Hill, 
Stewart, Lauda, Fittipaldi and Hunt among the winners of later Grand Prix. This early 
history has evolved to a Rolex/Grand Am event in early June, then a NASCAR/BUSCH 
weekend in August followed by the US Vintage GP and an IRL race in September. 
YOU CAN DRIVE THE SAME TRACK AS ALL THESE PROFESSIONALS WITH NER.

Our events are open to current PCA or BMW club members.

Go to our web site, www.porschenet.com and refer to Driver Education and Registration
Info. You will be guided to register online with ClubRegistration.net. Pricing as follows:
 Students     $330
 Signed o� Drivers   $300
 Instructors   $150
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Generously Sponsored by 
European Performance Engineering, Inc.

Northeast Region invites you to join us for our annual, two-day event at "The Glen" - 

exploring the dramatic state parks and beautiful waterfalls. Nearby are a great vintage

While similar to a Club Racing Enduro, it is run under strict DE passing and driving rules.

Our Co-Sponsors; members Jerry Pellegrino from 
European Performance Engineering in Natick and 

Steve Uliss from Fire�y’s Barbecue Restaurants in Framingham 
and Marlboro will be providing a fantastic barbecue dinner

-imported from MA- free for all registered drivers on Wednesday night, 
July 23. For signi�cant others, friends and family the charge will be

a below cost $15. IT IS ESSENTIAL that you let us know at
bmh993@PorscheNet.com the number of non-driver

diners so there will be su�cient food for all.
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Up-Tweaking Der Porsche II - Tech Topics Meeting Hosted By EPE
Saturday, July 26th - Starting @ 10:00 AM

NER will be holding a Tech Topics meeting hosted by European Performance Engineering in Natick on Saturday July 26th. EPE 
has been specializing in Porsche repair and modifi cations since the mid-eighties, and has been an active sponsor of NER and 

our activities for many years. Owner Jerry Pellegrino and his team are some of the most knowledgeable Porsche people in the 
area. They will be on hand to host this event at their new (June 2008) facility, and provide expert insight on all the things you can 
do to make your Porsche do even more of what you want, now that you have become bitten by the autocross or DE bug. Come 
prepared to learn more about how corner balancing, wheel alignment, bigger brakes, and other makeovers can help your Porsche 
do more of what you want it to do at the track. In addition to years of experience in building and servicing club racing cars, EPE 
also provides expert service for street cars. Jerry and his team will be on hand to answer questions covering minor tweaks to major 
race modifi cations.
   Plan to arrive by 10:00 am on Saturday, July 26th. The session will last about two hours, and we’ll provide the refreshments. 
   We’d like to get a headcount of attendees prior to this event. Please register by e-mail, or by using the mail-in form below; regis-
tration requests should be received no later than July 18th.

Name(s)   __________________________________________________________ Phone: _______________

Address    __________________________ City/State/ZIP ___________________ Email:  ________________

Pre-register for this event by July 18th; e-mail or send form to: 
Chris Ryan, 28 Myrick Lane, Harvard, MA 01451; or e-mail at: ryan28@charter.net

Directions: 
Take Rte 495 or Route 128 to the Mass Pike. Exit off  Pike at Exit 13 Natick. Bear left after the toll booth to pickup Route 30. Turn 
right at the stop light onto Speen Street. Continue south on Speen past the Natick Mall (on right) crossing Route 9. Continue to 
Roue 135 / W Central Street. Turn right at the light. EPE will be on the right at the fi rst auto dealership.

2008 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Registration Opened March 1, 2008

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your registration.

Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Laurie Jitts, Track Chair at laurence.jitts@comcast.net 
or 617-642-6324 before 8 PM.

July 23 & 24, 2008

with a DE Enduro

Many drivers name The Glen as one of their favorite tracks. With that in mind, the 
Northeast Region invites you to join us for our annual, two-day event at "The Glen" - 
also known as "New York's Thunder Road" - a great track with a lot of history in the 
heart of the Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York. This is a beautiful area and 
o�ers much to see and do, from boating and lake activities... to wine tasting... to 
exploring the dramatic state parks and beautiful waterfalls. Nearby are a great vintage
aircraft museum next to the Elmira Airport and the Corning Museum of Glass and 
the Rockwell Museum of Western Art in Corning.

On Thursday, we will hold a one-hour, DE Enduro for our Red and Black run groups.
While similar to a Club Racing Enduro, it is run under strict DE passing and driving rules.

Watkins Glen International is steeped in history from its beginnings in 1948 with 
European style open wheel racing through the village, including concrete and dirt 
roads. In 1961 the �rst Watkins Glen US Grand Prix became a fall tradition through 
1980. Innes Ireland won the inaugural running, with great drivers such as Clark, Hill, 
Stewart, Lauda, Fittipaldi and Hunt among the winners of later Grand Prix. This early 
history has evolved to a Rolex/Grand Am event in early June, then a NASCAR/BUSCH 
weekend in August followed by the US Vintage GP and an IRL race in September. 
YOU CAN DRIVE THE SAME TRACK AS ALL THESE PROFESSIONALS WITH NER.

Our events are open to current PCA or BMW club members.

Go to our web site, www.porschenet.com and refer to Driver Education and Registration
Info. You will be guided to register online with ClubRegistration.net. Pricing as follows:
 Students     $330
 Signed o� Drivers   $300
 Instructors   $150
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Generously Sponsored by 
European Performance Engineering, Inc.

Our Co-Sponsors; members Jerry Pellegrino from 
European Performance Engineering in Natick and 

Steve Uliss from Fire�y’s Barbecue Restaurants in Framingham 
and Marlboro will be providing a fantastic barbecue dinner

-imported from MA- free for all registered drivers on Wednesday night, 
July 23. For signi�cant others, friends and family the charge will be

a below cost $15. IT IS ESSENTIAL that you let us know at
bmh993@PorscheNet.com the number of non-driver

diners so there will be su�cient food for all.



2008 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT  in conjunction with our friends from North Country Region

3 DAYS AT THE NORTH
EAST’S NEWEST TRACK!Registration Opened March 1, 2008

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your registration.

Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Laurie Jitts, Track Chair at laurence_jitts@msn.com 
or 617-642-6324 before 8 PM.

Saturday August 2 - Monday August 3

Lightening@ New Jersey Motorsport Park
with a DE Enduro

Northeast Region will be holding our inaugural event at the brand new New Jersey
Motorsport Park over three days from Saturday through Monday, Aug 2, 3 and 4, 2008.
All 3 days will be open to all run groups and registration is already open.

NJMP is undr construction as we speak in Millville, NJ (which should be no more than
a 6 hour drive from Boston) and we are extremely fortunate to be one of the �rst PCA
events to run on the brand new circuit. Better yet, we have managed to book a weekend
date so you have no excuse not to make the trip and challenge yourself in a new
environment.

For 2008 we will be running on the Lightening circuit wihch is described as follows: 
“The 1.9 mile North Circuit will be known as Lightening, this 10 corner circuit will be fast
and challenging featuring some of the most interesting and dramatic corners and eleva-
tion changes in the park. The 20 acre paddock will have a 4 acre skid pad and autocross 
area, as well as concessions, timing towers and school and drivers meeting facilities.”

It has been a long time since NER was able to scure a weekend date at a relatively near-
by (and brand new!) circuit. We hope you will come out in support of this venture.

As with all our away events, NER will hold one of our signature DE Enduros. The event
will be a least an hour long with a mandatory pit break, is open to our Advanced (black)
and Instructor (red) run group drivers and may be driven solo or with a co-driver. 

Our events are open to current PCA or BMW club members.

Go to our web site, www.porschenet.com and refer to Driver Education and Registration
Info. You will be guided to register online with ClubRegistration.net. Pricing as follows:
 Students     $525
 Signed o� Drivers   $480
 Instructors   $225

N O R E A S T E Rpage 20



2008 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT  in conjunction with our friends from North Country Region

3 DAYS AT THE NORTH
EAST’S NEWEST TRACK!Registration Opened March 1, 2008

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your registration.

Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Laurie Jitts, Track Chair at laurence_jitts@msn.com 
or 617-642-6324 before 8 PM.

Saturday August 2 - Monday August 3

Lightening@ New Jersey Motorsport Park
with a DE Enduro

Northeast Region will be holding our inaugural event at the brand new New Jersey
Motorsport Park over three days from Saturday through Monday, Aug 2, 3 and 4, 2008.
All 3 days will be open to all run groups and registration is already open.

NJMP is undr construction as we speak in Millville, NJ (which should be no more than
a 6 hour drive from Boston) and we are extremely fortunate to be one of the �rst PCA
events to run on the brand new circuit. Better yet, we have managed to book a weekend
date so you have no excuse not to make the trip and challenge yourself in a new
environment.

For 2008 we will be running on the Lightening circuit wihch is described as follows: 
“The 1.9 mile North Circuit will be known as Lightening, this 10 corner circuit will be fast
and challenging featuring some of the most interesting and dramatic corners and eleva-
tion changes in the park. The 20 acre paddock will have a 4 acre skid pad and autocross 
area, as well as concessions, timing towers and school and drivers meeting facilities.”

It has been a long time since NER was able to scure a weekend date at a relatively near-
by (and brand new!) circuit. We hope you will come out in support of this venture.

As with all our away events, NER will hold one of our signature DE Enduros. The event
will be a least an hour long with a mandatory pit break, is open to our Advanced (black)
and Instructor (red) run group drivers and may be driven solo or with a co-driver. 

Our events are open to current PCA or BMW club members.

Go to our web site, www.porschenet.com and refer to Driver Education and Registration
Info. You will be guided to register online with ClubRegistration.net. Pricing as follows:
 Students     $525
 Signed o� Drivers   $480
 Instructors   $225

Autocross #3 - Sponsored By Autobahn Performance Engineering
Sunday, August 3rd 

Northeast Region Cone Killers will be grabbing 
third on Sunday, August 3rd at the home of 

autocrossing here in the Northeast, Moore Airfi eld on 
the former Fort Devens. Like all our events, AX Num-
ber 3 will feature speeds ranging up to 65 MPH on a 
course guaranteed to be over a mile and a quarter 
long. If you’ve never participated before, there’s little 
doubt that you will have the time of your life and 
make some new friends! All Porsche club members 
are welcome to attend and can drive their Porsche or 
“other” vehicle in one of 15 Porsche and one non-
Porsche classes. The events are designed to permit friendly competition while providing a venue for developing and refi ning your 
driving skills. So if you’ve never tried AX and just wonder what its like, come on out and try it. We have plenty of instructors on 
hand to help introduce you to this exciting form of motor sport.
   Beyond the the thrill of competing with others in as many as 8 individually timed runs, this year we’ve relaxed our passenger 
rules so that you’ll be able to ride with experienced competitors to see just how they do it. Even more seat time! And, of course 
there are trophies for each event as well as a season championship for each of the Porsche classes. All Novices, defi ned as some-
one who has not trophied in an NER event, can vie for top honors in each of the classes. All other experienced drivers are eligible 
for trophies throughout the class depending on entry size. And think about it, despite the higher cost of fuel and travel this year, 
you can still have the time of your life for just $30 as a PCA member.
   Our sponsor for this event is the well known North Shore Porsche specialist, Autobahn Performance of Peabody.  The exciting 
news is that they have expanded their space and just recently relocated to 3 First Ave, off  RT128 just 15 minutes north of Boston. 
Autobahn is a full service shop with services ranging from general maintenance and repair to full competition preparation. They 
also are distributors and installers of a wide range of performance products and are perfectly prepared to care for your Audi or 
VW as well. 
   Plan to arrive in plenty of time to allow registration, tech inspection and course walkthrough before the driver’s meeting, see the 
schedule on the autocross web page. Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is 
off ered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, while liquids are always provided throughout the day free of 
charge. You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event.
   We look forward to seeing you at this fi rst event and if you have any questions concerning the event feel free to contact Ron 
Mann at rjmann@yahoo.com.  If your planning on attending or for further registration information, contact Jon Cowen at jco-
wenner@gmail.com.
Directions to Fort Devens 
The event will be at Moore Airfi eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.  
From 128:  Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto 
Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.  
From 495:  Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left 
turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross 
entrance.
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Driver Education Schedule
Event Date Days Track Host Registration       Pricing*  *Subject to change
    Open date  Inst Solo Student
June 4th Wed Lime Rock NCR Cancelled
July 7–9th M/Tu/W Mt. Tremblant NER Sold Out  
July 11–13th  F/Sa/Su Calabogie UCR Feb 1st*   C$240 C$480 C$480 *Yel & Grn reg. opens May 16th

July 23–24th  W/Th Watkins Glen NER Mar 1st  $150 $300 $330
Aug. 2–4th  Sa/Su/M New Jersey MP NER Mar 1st  $225 $480 $525
Aug 15th Fri New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st  $160 $160 N/A* *Instructor & Advanced only
Aug. 16–17th Sa/Su New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st  N/C $300 $300
Sep. 4th Thu New Hampshire NER Mar 1st  N/C $150 $165
Sep. 20–22nd  Sa/Su/M Mosport UCR Feb 1st*  C$240 C$480 C$480 *Yel & Grn reg. opens Jul. 26th

Oct. 13–14th  M/T New Hampshire NCR Mar 1st   N/C $300 $300

NOTE: Instructors are no-charge (N/C) for NHIS provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor registration less than 21 days prior 

will be charged $75 per day attended.

New for 2008
More Days, More Tracks, More Fun 
This year we have organized a coordinated calendar between 
New England (NER), North Country (NCR) and Upper Canada 
(UCR) regions of the PCA. These coordinated events provide 
the dedicated DE enthusiast the chance for 24 days of driving 
on seven different circuits; including a return to Lime Rock Park 
and the first-ever PCA event at the brand new New Jersey Mo-
torsport Park. In answer to many requests, we are also pleased 
to offer more weekend events and many more days scheduled 
on our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire International 
Speedway (NHIS). 

No more paper… save the planet!  
NER will no longer be accepting paper registration. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so online. You 
will, however, still be able to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you 
prefer. See our web site for details.

Registration Process
How to register: 
The coordination of the three regions’ schedules means regis-
tration may be a little more complicated than you are used to. 
Unfortunately, we are not yet sophisticated enough to have 
shared data across all three regions (although we are working 
on it for 2009) and so you will need to register yourself both as 
a driver and for specific events through the host region’s web 
site 
   On the event calendar you will notice the host region identi-
fied. Although all three regions will be working together to 
coordinate the actual event days, it is the host region that is 
responsible for setting rules, policies and pricing, and coor-
dinating registration. The host region’s individual web site 
will be the only point of registration for the events they are 
hosting. This means, for example, for the April 30th event at 

New Hampshire you must go to NCR’s  (the host’s) web site to 
register. For the May 21st event you must go to NER’s website, 
etc. 
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for any unique event. In all cases this should be a one-
time affair. After you have provided your details to each region, 
you will be able to log in and will be automatically remem-
bered.  
   At the end of this copy you will find contact details and web 
addresses for each of the three regions. If you have any issues 
with registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular 
event please do not hesitate to contact any of us. As a general 
rule, it should be as simple as going to the host region’s web 
site, finding the menu item for Driver Education and then fol-
lowing the link to registration. 

When to register: 
In almost all cases registration for all participants to all events 
opens on March 1st, 2008. The exceptions are the UCR-hosted 
events at Calabogie and Mosport. In the case of these two 
events, instructors and ’signed off‘ solo drivers can register after 
February 1st. Novice and Yellow group students cannot register 
for Calabogie until May 16th, or for Mosport until July 26th. 
   As a general word of warning, be aware that all three regions 
award entry on a first-come, first-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the regis-
tration opening day we strongly suggest you register as early 
as possible to avoid disappointment.

continued on page 24
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Other important information about registration: 
All three host regions have differing policies on registration 
closing dates, payment, cancellation, refunds and notification. 
Please familiarize yourself by reading the host region’s policies 
as found on their individual web sites. Do not assume that rules 
you are used to with your home region will be the same with 
other regions.

What else you need to know
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event? 
All three host regions have the same basic requirements:

You must be 18 years or older−	
You must be a currently licensed driver−	
You must not be under the influence of drowsiness-−	
inducing or mind-altering substances (prescribed or 
not) prior to or during the event.
You must be a member of the Porsche Club of America. −	
Note: Some other club memberships may be accept-
able but it will be up to the host region to decide. If in 
doubt, contact the host region registrar or visit their 
web site for current policies.

What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event? 
All three host regions accept any Porsche vehicle (exclud-
ing tractors, because they don’t have seat belts). At the host 
region’s discretion vehicles of other make may be accepted. If in 
doubt contact the host region’s registrar or visit their web site 
for current policies.  
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specific rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced by 
any other makers that may be accepted. The only consistent 
exceptions are:

All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Box-−	
sters) must be equipped with a roll bar.
Some older Porsche cars (pre-1969) may be required −	
to modify the mountings of, or install, seat belts. Host 
web sites will give details of requirements where 
necessary. All vehicles are required to have (at least) 
3-point seat belts.

For vehicles modified from original specification, please check 
your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, check 
for specific details regarding the installation of racing har-
nesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on both 
passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many tracks 
restrict permissible noise — a modified exhaust may not be 
acceptable.

What else is needed?
All regions will require that your vehicle undertake a Technical 
Inspection given by a recognized PCA Inspector. These inspec-
tions must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event and are 
intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-worthiness 

of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along with down-
loadable “Tech” forms and a list of recognized inspectors can be 
found at each of the host regions’ web sites. Each host region 
will have slightly different forms and requirements, but each 
will accept the host region’s “Tech” form signed and stamped 
by another region’s registered tech inspector. Please be aware, 
however, that technical inspection does not remove the re-
sponsibility from the driver/owner of any vehicle for the vehicle 
to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region and/or 
track requirements. 
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. All three of the host regions require 
that these helmets meet at least the SA2000, SA2005, M2005 
or M2000. In all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for 
their fire safety qualities. 
   All regions will require a 2-½ lb (minimum) class BC or ABC 
fire extinguisher be mounted in a metal bracket and bolted to 
a metal surface. Some regions (including NER) allow a one-time 
exemption from this requirement for the first event a driver 
attends.

In summary:
Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to −	
enter
Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver −	
Education
Register yourself and your vehicle with the region−	
Go to their registration site and register for events −	
Pay online −	 or forward a check to the host region
Have a fire extinguisher installed in your car−	
Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds −	
SA2000 or M2000
Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks −	
before the event
Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home re-−	
gion’s web site
Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as −	
you will need it at the event
Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring −	
that appear on all regions web sites
Come to the track and have fun−	

Driver Education- continued from page 23
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Contact Information:
Northeast Region (NER)   http://www.porschenet.com                            email address
Registrar    Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net
Track Chair    Laurie Jitts 617 536 7846  laurence_jitts@msn.com

North Country Region (NCR)  http://www.ncr-pca.org
Registrar    John Lussier 802-728-4457  de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
Track Chair / Registrar   Paul Frucci 603-491-2265  de@ncr-pca.org  

Upper Canada Region (UCR)  http://www.pcaucr.org
Registrar    Rose & Markus Blazak   Registrar@pcaucr.org
Track Chair    Martin Tekela    Martin.Tekela@pcaucr.org

Entering an NCR hosted event on MotorsportReg.com
There seems to be a fair amount of confusion around how to register for NCR events, so I have put together a step-by-step 
procedure to help out.
NOTE: This is for entering NCR-hosted events only. NER-hosted events (as indicated on our schedule) are entered 
through a different registration system — see NER’s website, www.Porschenet.com, for details.
To enter an NCR-hosted event (such as our joint Novice Day event coming up on April 30th/May 1st) you need to go to the 
www.MotorsportReg.com website. 

Upon arrival you will be ask to sign in –1. or- to create a new account.
If you have an existing account, just enter your “sign in” and “password” and proceed to step 3 (note these are a. 
not your Clubregistration.com or your PCA sign-ins).
If you do not have an existing account you will need to create a profile — click on “create new account.”b. 

Follow the instructions for creating a new account, 2. including filling in your vehicle details and your driving experi-
ence.
After doing so you will be taken to a site called “dashboard.” Click on the link called “my account” toward the top of 3. 
the page.
Scroll down the page until you reach the area called “Club memberships” and click on “add a club.”4. 
Scroll down until you find “PCA – North Country – DriversEd” and tick the box , fill in the blanks including your region 5. 
(NER if you are one of ours, etc.) and your run group if you know it (if you have never been to a DE event, choose 
“purple”), then click on “save memberships” at the bottom of the page.

You have now done the first-time stuff and set up your profile. 
INSTRUCTORS PLEASE NOTE: If this is your first time you still can’t register for an event yet. There is a process that goes on 
behind the scenes that will take about 24 hours or so. If you try to register for an event before this is done, you will find that 
there is no option to register as an instructor. After it is done, there will be an option. If nothing has happened in 24 hours, 
send an e-mail to John Lussier (NCR’s registrar) at chrisjohn@innevi.com and tell him you are waiting.
To register for a specific event:

Click on “calendar” at the top of the page.1. 
Select the radio button “Events for my clubs” and click on “search.”2. 
There should now be a list of 10 events.3. 
Choose an event and click on “register” — note that there are also NER-hosted events shown in this list. You cannot 4. 
register for NER events here; they are simply there to ensure that everybody knows they are out there.
Follow the instructions on the site.5. 
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Advanced Drivers Education Day – Friday, August 15th
Drivers Education Event for all groups -- 
Saturday and Sunday, August 16th & 17th

New Hampshire Motor Speedway
Registration opened March 1st, 2008 through North Country Region’s website

In conjunction with Northeast Region, North Country Region (NCR) will be hosting a 3 day weekend Drivers Education 
event at New Hampshire Motor Speedway (NHMS) in mid August.  Day 1 will be reserved for advanced drivers only.

Additional activities include Charity Laps at noon on Saturday, Track Samplers, a track walk at the conclusion of the 
days track activities and the infamous trackside dinner. Please note that the dining event requires advanced reserva-
tions – see the website for details.

This is a very popular drivers event, so..... sign up early!

NHIS is our home away from home just north of the Massachusetts border in Loudon, New Hampshire. It is an easy 
hour from Boston and is the site of many televised races, including Nextel Cup. What is not usually shown on TV is 
their 1.6 mile road course with 12 turns and some exciting elevation changes making for a good learning environment 
for Novices and a challenging and technical drive for our advanced drivers.

Costs are as follows:
Advanced Day (Red/Black/White drivers only)  $160 – August 15th only
Students (Green/Yellow)     $300 -- August 16th & 17th 
Signed off Students (Blue/White/Black)   $300 -- August 16th & 17th  
Instructors who register before July 26th   No Charge – Aug 16 & 17
Instructors who register July 26th or later  $150 – August 16th & 17th 

Garages will be available on first registered, first served basis for $15 / day. See NCR’s website for details – get in early 
there is only a limited number available.

Registration for both events will be handled by North Country Region
To register go to:  http://www.ncr-pca.org
Or contact at NCR:
Registrar John Lussier 802-728-4457  de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
Track Chair Paul Frucci 603-491-2265  de@ncr-pca.org 

Or if you have any questions feel free to contact your NER representatives
Registrar: Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net
Track Chair: Laurie Jitts 617-536-7846  laurence_jitts@msn.com



Polo & Porsches At Myopia Hunt Club
Sunday, August 24th 
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Ever wondered about the parallels between Porsche driving and horseback riding? Things like looking ahead, controlled turns 
and stops, and proper speed control are on the minds of equestrian performers, including polo players, much like the Porsche 

drivers at the track. On Sunday, August 24th, NER invites you to join us for an afternoon of polo, sponsored by Hood Yachts at the 
Myopia Hunt Club in Hamilton, MA. Polo is one of the few sports requiring active spectator participation. First, pack a picnic and 
upon arrival at Myopia, you can park field-side to tailgate. During the match, after the third and sixth chukker, you can walk off 
your picnic and help maintain the field by replacing the divots on the field kicked up by the ponies. Following the match, the 
crowd is invited to join the awards ceremony at the center of the field. 
   Admission can be paid at the gate and is $10/person or $20/carload (does a 911 really hold 4 people?). Plan to bring your own 
food and refreshments. The Porsche Club will have its own designated parking area for tailgating and socializing. Gates open at 
1:30 pm, and Match Time is 3:00 pm. 
   In order to reserve our parking area, we need to let the folks at Myopia know how many of us there will be. Please register for this 
event by e-mail, or by mail using the form below; registration requests must be received no later than August 15th. 

 Name (s): _________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________________

 Address: ______________________________  City / State / Zip________________________ email: _____________

Pre-register for this event by August 15th via mail or email 
 Chris Ryan, 28 Myrick Lane, Havard, MA 01451; or email at: ryan28@charter .net

Directions:
From the North: Take Rte 95 S to Rte 133 E; Take Rte 133 East to Rte 1A South (Rte 133 and Rte 1A join). Follow Rte 1A South 
through Ipswich and on to Hamilton. Look for the polo grounds on the left, approximately 2.5 miles after the Hamilton town line.
From the South: Take Rte 128 N to Exit 20A (Rte 1A North). Follow Rte 1A North for 3.8 miles through N. Beverly, Wenham, and S. 
Hamilton. Look for the polo grounds on your right.

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y
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Ramble 2008 - A Visit To The Balsams 
Copy  By Tania Deary, Photos By Dave Weber

We spotted the first one just after Franconia Notch. In 
Groveton we picked up a few more, and by the time 
we got to Colebrook we were a pod of Porsches on a 

mission:  another gathering of The Clan!  
Our first view of The Balsams was from across Lake Gloriette. 
Nestled at the foot of a mountain and bathed in afternoon 
sunlight, the resort was reflected like a jewel in the lake. At the 
end of the winding drive we were greeted by a thundering 
waterfall, swollen with snowmelt.
   After checking into our room in the “new” (1917) wing, my 
husband Jack and I set out for a walk across the grounds 
and through the woods. We had a feeling that the blue skies 
wouldn’t last.  
   The next morning our premonition was borne out. While we 
were debating whether to wash the car now or after breakfast, 
the weather made the decision for us. A soft rain was falling, 
making the carwash moot, and off we went to breakfast. Our 
ramble packets were waiting for us, and after Bruce Hauben’s 
welcoming remarks we made a few notations on the route, 

and were ready to roll. The rain didn’t dampen the spirits of 
this crowd, and perhaps the best proof was the fellow in the 
Boxster next to us. The bright orange of the car matched his 
ebullient mood, as, with his top down and a ski cap pulled over 
his eyebrows, he announced, “I came here to have fun, and 
that’s what I’m gonna do!”   
   We were off! The grey skies couldn’t disguise the beauty of 
Dixville Notch, embellished, admittedly, by 123 Porsches filing 
through. The notch is short, and soon the topography flattened 
out to allow for Errol International (!) Airport — I couldn’t quite 
make out whether the runway was grass, dirt or asphalt.  
Once on Rt. 16 it truly felt like the North Country. We were in 
Maine now, and Old Man Winter was reluctant to loosen his 
grip here. Snow patches were frequent, lakes were still coated 
in ice, and the trees showed no signs of budding. The occasion-
al dramatic vistas underscored the vast isolation, and it wasn’t 
hard to see where Stephen King gets his inspiration; the stands 
of dead, lichen-covered balsams, mist rolling over the bogs, 
eerie skeletons of driftwood protruding from the ponds, barns 

Ben ___ came all the way from New Jersey to Ramble Robin Hebner, Rex Hayes, Jennifer & David Dudley

Larry Murphy, Jill Maserian, Rhonda & Lee MaserianKim & Janice Saal
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continued on page 30

with collapsed roofs, a Rottweiler on a rope in front of a ramshackle cabin... 
   Logging roads slashed through the woods, and I subconsciously recorded these 
as potential pit stops. But this year I didn’t have to avail myself of any, having judi-
ciously limited my coffee intake at breakfast to half a cup. Judging by the number 
of cars that left the ranks in Rangeley, though, not everyone had been so prudent, 
and the good folks at The Loony Bin store had probably never seen so many credit 
cards at once.

Lee & Cuan Coulter, Karen & Cliff SteveThe Balsams hotel set in Dixville Notch, NH

Jeanine & Steve Delongchamp Valerie & Richard MacLoul Jamie & Daphne McManus

Fred & Janet Cramer Bill McGillvary & Bruce Hauben

Kathie & Charles Carchedi
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Ramble- continued from page 29

   A few miles outside Rangeley our radar detector twittered, 
but it was only a flashing caution (“Moose!”) that set it off. “The 
beauty of driving in the back of beyond,” I mused, “is that there 
are no cops up here.” I had no sooner completed that thought, 
when what should appear in the oncoming lane but a police 
van.  I’m sure he wasn’t believing what he was seeing — a 
whole colonnade of Porsches exceeding the speed limit — and 
I could picture him greedily surveying the line and pondering, 
“Now, which one shall I nab?” Very unsporting, that. A bit like 
fishing in a hatchery.

   After Woodstock the intermittent sprinkles became a steady 
rain, but the scenery was beautiful nonetheless, with lakes on 
both sides and a view to Mt. Abrams. Lush green fields graced 
the outskirts of Bethel, and what looked from the distance to 
be a mini-Matterhorn turned out to be the World’s Tallest Snow 
Woman — admittedly beyond her prime, but still an impressive 
pile of snow.  
   Over lunch at the Grand Summit Resort Hotel at Sunday River, 
we exchanged stories:  there were moose sightings, reactions 
from locals (including a full moon!), speeding tickets, and the 
usual pit stop anecdotes. Everyone was taken by the secluded 
beauty of the course.
   It was my turn to drive after lunch, and I felt I had lucked out, 
because it was the best part of the drive yet, the winding road 
paralleling and crisscrossing the Androscoggin River. There 
seemed to be water everywhere: still lakes, whitewater rivers 
and, on the banks, masses of birches in stark contrast to the 
balsams.
   And all too soon we were back at The Balsams. After a cup 
of hot tea laced with rum, we had time to explore the hotel 
and the historic Ballot Room before changing and convening 
for cocktails. More stories were exchanged and acquaintances 
made and, as usual, Dave Weber was busy with his camera.   A 

Don & Ann Mullen, Ineke Marshall & Jack Greene

Scott & Rosemary Astrofsky

The view of Dixville Notch from the hotel

It wasn’t top down weather for the tour!

Charlie & Martha Dow
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delicious dinner awaited us in the dining room. Bruce Hauben 
received a well-deserved standing ovation for laying out an-
other spectacular ramble course, and once again it was hats off 
to Jerry Pellegrino and European Performance Engineering for 
their sponsorship of the New England Ramble. Toward the end 

of the evening the pianist in the tavern revealed his talents, and 
getting to bed early was not imperative that night. The week-
end was winding down and, after a lavish breakfast on Sunday 
morning, some of us formed small groups to ramble home via 
the back roads. But we weren’t too nostalgic, for the seed had 
been planted:  Cooperstown ‘09!

Thanks EPE For Your Support

Linda & Jeff Talling Jim & Renee McCooey
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Vintage Planes, Classic Cars & Lots More
Copy  By Chris Ryan, Photos By Dave Weber

On Sunday, May 18th, about 45 NER members were 
treated to a special event at the Collings Foundation in 
Stow. We were welcomed by Bob Collings and his wife 

Caroline, who established the Collings Foundation to organize 
and support “living history” events that enable Americans to 
learn more about their heritage through direct participation. 
The original focus of the foundation was on transportation-
related events such as antique car rallies, hillclimbs, and car-
riage and sleigh rides, along with a winter ice-cutting festival in 
Stow, MA areas. During the mid-eighties, these activities were 
broadened to include aviation-related events such as air shows, 
barnstorming, historical reunions, Wings of Freedom Tour, Viet-
nam Memorial Flights, and joint museum displays.
   The site is nestled in the woods next to Lake Boon in Stow. 
The 25 acre site includes the Collings home, the hangar (hous-
ing vintage aircraft and racing cars), the shed (housing classic 
cars), well appointed gardens, and a 2,200 ft. grass runway out 
back, which is used during live demonstrations of some of the 
vintage aircraft in the Collings collection.
   During the tour, we had the opportunity to view an impres-
sive vintage car collection that includes over 66 American-built 
automobiles and vehicles from the first half of the century. In-

cluded in the collection are midget, sprint and “Indy” racecars, 
Frank Duesenberg’s personal Duesenberg, along with a Cadillac 
once owned by Al Capone. The aviation museum is home to a 
number of the foundation’s smaller aircraft, including an origi-
nal Bleriot XI (1909), 1911 Wright “Vin Fiz” (replica), Fokker DR-1 
Triplane (replica), and a UC-78 Bobcat (1943).

Bob Collings addressing an interested crowd of region members

Grumman TBM Avenger  from 1945
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   Making our way through the hangar area, Bob pointed out 
the WWII aircraft collection, including a Boeing PT-17 Stear-
man trainer (1942), a Fiesler FI-156 Storch (1943), an early STOL 
aircraft capable of taking off in only 200 ft., and a Grumman 

TBM Avenger torpedo bomber (1945). Also spotted was an 
impressive example of early German technology in the form of 
a sophisticated anti-aircraft system, controlled by a mechanical 
computer capable of coordinating the 4-gun array and setting 
shell explosion altitudes. It’s pretty impressive technology for 
equipment of that era.
   The aviation collection also featured some newer representa-
tives from the Korean and Vietnam war eras, including a North 
American AT-6F Texan trainer (1945), a Lockheed T-33 Shooting 
Star jet fighter (1948), and a Bell UH-1E Huey helicopter.
   The collection includes three interesting microcars. These 
were manufactured after WWII by BMW, Messerschmidt, and 
Fuji Heavy Industries (manufacturer of Subarus) when these 
companies were forbidden to build airplanes. Instead, they 
turned to small vehicles that could be sold in their respective 
war-ravaged countries.
   The racecar collection was impressive. The oldest Indy car we 
saw was a 1961 Travis/Offy powered by a 400 hp Offenhauser 
engine, which was raced from 1961–1964. Other Indy cars in-
cluded a 1972 Gurney Eagle, a 1980 Penske PC-9/Cosworth DFX 
driven by Mario Andretti, and a 1995 Lotus Ford. NER members 
were pleased to have Porsche represented by the presence of 

continued on page 40

Restored steam tractor WW I German military airplanes and anti-aircraft gun

An extensive collection of midget racers was on display

Bob has collected vintage cars for many years

They fly the foundation’s collection of war planes around the country
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Porsche News
Copy & Photo  Provided By Porsche Cars North America

PORSCHE’S U. S. TRANSSYBERIA RALLY TEAM COMBINES 
YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE AS IT ATTEMPTS TO CONQUER THE 
WORLD TOUGHEST RALLY

ATLANTA, May 7, 2008 --- When Rod Millen’s schedule would 
not allow him to defend his title as the winner of the 2007 
TransSyberia Rally, he was asked who he would recommend to 
take over his seat in his Porsche TransSyberia Cayenne S.
   “When Porsche came to me and asked me to recommend 
someone, to lead Team USA in my stead, it took me a while, but 
in the end, I couldn’t think of anyone better suited than Ryan,” 
said the legendary rally and Pike’s Peak Hill climb champion.
   For someone that is only 23 years old, Ryan Millen already 
has a very impressive resume. At the tender age of just 18, 
Millen competed in his first Baja 1000 and in the five years that 
followed, moved from off-road buggies into heavier, more 
powerful stock vehicles; in 2008, he will compete in his sixth. 
Ryan has pre-run the Baja course at least a half a dozen times 
more, honing his off-road skills. For 2007, Ryan won a convinc-
ing class victory at New Zealand’s toughest off-road event, the 
Taupo 1000. “I grew up in a motorsports family,” says Millen. 
“Even when I was a kid, it was natural to be around racing cars 
and I grew up going fast. But my decision to go racing was not 
made by anybody else. I enjoyed playing in the dirt all my life 
and racing off-road seemed like a natural extension of that.”
   How much advice did his father give him about the rally itself? 
“I sat down with my dad multiple times” he says. “He told me 
about the bigger stuff like the overall strategy, day-by-day tac-
tics and what to expect from the terrain, but some of the most 
important information was the small stuff. Things like how to 
get fuel, food or water in Mongolia. That kind of stuff.”
   With the cancellation of the Paris-Dakar Rally, the TransSyb-
eria Rally, called by the elder Millen “the toughest thing I’d ever 
done”, moves to the forefront as the most physically grueling 

and mechanically challenging competitions of this or any year. 
This year’s 4,347-mile route will traverse the Ural Mountains, 
wind through the pristine sub-arctic forests of Siberia, up to 
the rugged peaks of the Altai Mountains and continue across 
the sprawling, barren Mongolian plains and on through the 
legendary Gobi Desert, prior to reaching the finish line in 
Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia.
   “Ryan is young, but he is mature as a driver on long-distance, 
endurance-type events. He’s done the Baja 1000 five times and 
has competed in several other U.S. off-road events; his knowl-
edge in termsof reading the terrain, taking care of the equip-
ment and getting to the finish is second-to-none,” added the 
proud father.
   Millen’s background and diverse range of interests make him 
a formidable competitor. In addition to his racing experience, 
he’s an engineer, working at the family business, Millen Works, 
on a variety of military projects. Perhaps more importantly, he 
has a natural affinity for the wilderness, enjoying all manner of 
outdoor pursuits, including mountain biking. I just love being 
outdoors, he says. In the summer, I crave adventure.”
   Co-driving for Millen will be Colin Godby, a mechanical engi-
neer as well as a longtime friend. “Colin and I are a good match,” 
Millen says, “We’re both outdoorsy and we’re used to dealing 
with adversity and difficulty in the wilderness. We drove to-
gether in the Baja 1000 and he’s an intelligent guy.”
   “Events like TransSyberia are the ones to do with your friends,” 
says Rod Millen, who drove with Richard Kelsey in the 2007 
event. “We’d driven Baja together, so we knew we worked as a 
team. But more important than that, it was important that we 
had a really good time.  
We’ve all been confined in a small space with someone we 
didn’t like to be around before; but not for 15 days!”
   The U. S. squad will be paired with Team Canada as the North 
American entry in this year’s TransSyberia Rally. Team leader 
Kees Nierop is once again joined by Co-Driver Laurance Yap 
who are both going back to the TransSyberia with something 
to prove, having had a harrowing end- over-end crash in last 
year’s rally, effectively writing off their 2007 Cayenne S Trans-
Syberia in the process.

Ryan Millen (left) with co-driver Colin Godby
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Your destination is unique. Your financial road map should be too.  
At Morgan Stanley, we provide a personal and comprehensive  
approach to helping you manage your wealth so you can spend  
your time enjoying your passion.

Talk to us today and we’ll help you get started.

Investments and services are offered through Morgan Stanley & Co. 
Incorporated, member SIPC. © 2007 Morgan Stanley

N
Y C

S 5
6
5

0
2

8
1

 1
2

/0
7

The Ledoux Greer Group

Bruce Ledoux 
Senior Vice President 
Wealth Advisor

The Ledoux Greer Group 
45 William Street, Suite 130 
Wellesley, MA 02481 
Toll Free: 866-752-4220 
bruce.ledoux@morganstanley.com

This year the Board approved making The Greater Boston 
Food Bank the beneficiary of NER’s charitable activities.  As 

I’m sure many of you know The Greater Boston Food Bank feeds 
over 80,000 people each week, distributing over 30 million 
pounds of food annually to hunger-relief agencies primarily in 
Eastern Massachusetts.  Among its programs is Kids Café run 
in partnership with the Boys & Girls Clubs which provides over 
1,000 meals a day to at-risk kids.

Volunteers Needed
This year, in addition to our usual charity activities at DE events, 
we want to organize a volunteer event working at the Greater 
Boston Food Bank’s warehouse.  If you would be interested in 
participating, please drop me an e-mail (joyce_brinton@har-
vard.edu).   Depending on the number of people interested and 
when they might be available, I’ll see what I can arrange.

Parade Laps at LCMT
As we have in the past, we are planning to offer family and 
friends an opportunity to spend some time on the LCMT track 

during one of the lunch breaks at our July 7-9 DE event.  Any 
licensed driver can be behind the wheel and passengers can 
be of any age (no helmets required).  A $25/car donation is 
requested.  Details will be provided to those registering for the 
event and will be posted on the NER website.

Taste of the Track
Back by popular demand is the Taste of the Track at both our 
LCMT and WGI (July 23-24) events (and hopefully at the NJMP 
event 8/2-4).   The Taste of Track is available to licensed drivers 
18 years or older (who have access to an approved helmet).  
It’s a chance for the thrill of lifetime – a passenger gets to ride 
with an NER instructor during a regular track session.  Here’s 
a chance for someone to find out what the excitement is all 
about and whether he or she would like to pursue full partici-
pation in a DE event.  A donation of $40 is requested.   Details 
will be provided to those registering for these events and will 
be posted on the NER website.

NER Chooses New Charity For 2008
Copy  By Joyce Brinton



the GT3 were passed up in an attempt to further test of the reli-
ability of the old 911. Amy and I had never attended a Ramble, 
but when flicking through our latest edition of the NOR’EASTER 
she came upon the advertisement for it, expressed some inter-
est in it, and next thing you know we were on our way. For any 
not familiar with the idea of a Ramble it is pretty simple; 250 
car nuts get together for dinner and a party, spend the night in 
some exotic location, get up the next day and try and navigate 
themselves through a predetermined route to a place to get 
together for lunch, then back again by a different route so 
that they may join up again for dinner and a party. As you can 
imagine all one needs is the desire to drive, eat and party. Amy 
and I both fit right in and had a ball. I am sure there will be a 
detailed description of the whole affair elsewhere in this edi-
tion so I shall try to avoid being repetitive, but suffice it to say 
that she-who-does-not-know-which-way-is-up-on-a-map try-
ing to navigate he-who-will-not-listen led to some pretty funny 
circumstances. Not to mention relying on an odometer that 
was 7-½ % ’off,’ which led to some pretty funny we-have-two-
MBAs-but-we-can’t-do-math-anymore navigation mistakes. 
The whole affair was great fun despite the miserable rain that 
persisted for most of the weekend. Hats off to Bruce and Joyce 
for their tireless effort in organizing the whole event, literally 
spending days doing the advanced reconnaissance required 
to map out a route and for locating such a wonderful location. 
Once again, the 911 proved almost faultless and (other than 
the heater sticking on the passenger side) survived over 1,000 
miles of miserably wet driving without complaint.
   By the second week of May it was time for Pete Donohoe and 
I to return to the Bertil Roos Race School at Pocono Raceway 

to further our education 
in racecraft. The Rookie 
Camp is a two-day 
school with the first day 
dedicated to one-on-
one training from one of 
the very experienced BR 
Instructors, and focused 
on whatever it is you 
are interested in learn-
ing about — there is no 
formal agenda. In my 
case, I felt my greatest 
need was to learn more 
about, and to practice, 
wheel-to-wheel dicing, 
and I was fortunate to 
have Dennis Macchio 
himself as my instruc-
tor. The weather for our 
first day was very wet 
and very cold and so I 
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was a little concerned when Dennis suggested that the best 
thing for us to do was get out on the track and mix it up a little 
by practicing our passing maneuvers. My concern proved well 
founded when early in our first session I managed to overcook 
my poorly judged dive bomb attempt at an inside pass on him, 
ran into the side of his car with brakes locked up and punted 
him off the track — just a little embarrassing. Good news is that 
the Formula 2000 cars that Dennis’ school uses are pretty tough 
little beasts. On with a new nose cone and out we went to dice 
some more.
   The second day’s format includes a practice session followed 
by a qualifying session and then a series of three races. Thank-
fully, the rain abated and we had a warm sunny day. The first 
race of the day is run from a randomly chosen starting order. I 
was randomly assigned pole position and was able to make a 
clean start and lead from start to finish. The second race was 
started in reverse of the finishing order of the first, so this time I 
had to start in last place. Once again, a very clean start had me 
moving up a couple of places.
   Over the next few laps I was able to pick off a couple more 
runners, and I was snapping at the heals of the 2nd-and 3rd-place 
drivers when a freakish failure of the steering rack left me rud-
derless and out of the race. The third race was started in the 
order of our qualifying from the morning session. I had quali-
fied on the outside pole but now, as a result of breaking my first 
car, I needed to start the race in a car I had never driven before. 
    The claim is made that these cars are all set up the same but 
the reality is that they all have personalities of their own. In the 
case of my replacement car, this personality was displayed by a 
rather odd shifting set-up, with which I managed to repeatedly 
jamb into first gear when searching for third. The start went 
well for me. I did what I was instructed to do and fell in behind 
the gearbox of our pole sitter, but almost instantly lost my place 
to Donohoe (who had started right behind me) when I mis-
shifted the first time. I did manage to draft and re-pass him on 
the second lap, but then I made the same mistake in the same 
place and Peter was past me again. This time I missed again 
coming onto the main straight, Pete was gone, and suddenly 
the fourth place runner was all over me. The next 14 laps were 
spent dicing for third or fourth. I’d miss a gear and he’d be past, 
I would draft and re-pass, and on it went. Luckily for me, I was 
able to pip him at the line and take third place. Great news for 
me was that if my intention was to learn about close running 
and passing in a race environment, I couldn’t have asked for 
better circumstances. Once again, I cannot recommend too 
highly the quality of the experience of attending any of Bertil 
Roos Race School’s classes, and I can’t wait for October when 
Pete and I will be attending the Rookie Runoffs in preparation 
for joining the race series next year. It was also gratifying to dis-
cover that NER’s latest addition to the PCA club racing set and 
longtime ‘DEer,’ Win Perry, was in attendance. Win also put in a 



like that sound a dog makes just before it throws up. 
5. He was as tall as a six-foot, three-inch tree. 
6. The revelation that his marriage of 30 years had disinte-
grated because of his wife’s infidelity came as a rude shock, 
like a surcharge at a formerly surcharge-free ATM machine. 
7. McBride fell 12 stories, hitting the pavement like a Hefty 
bag filled with vegetable soup. 
8. Her hair glistened in the rain like a nose hair after a 
sneeze. 
9. The hailstones leaped from the pavement, just like mag-
gots when you fry them in hot grease. 
10. They lived in a typical suburban neighborhood with 
picket fences that resembled Nancy Kerrigan’s teeth. 
11. He fell for her like his heart was a mob informant, and 
she was the East River. 
12. Even in his last years, Granddad had 
a mind like a steel trap, only one that 
had been left out so long, it had rusted 
shut. 
13. He was as lame as a duck. Not the 
metaphorical lame duck, either, but 
a real duck that was actually lame, 
maybe from stepping on a land mine or 
something. 
14. The ballerina rose gracefully en 
Pointe and extended one slender leg 
behind her, like a dog at a fire hydrant. 
15. He was deeply in love. When she 
spoke, he thought he heard bells, as if 
she were a garbage truck backing up.
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Upshifting - continued from page 5

Four Speeds - continued from page 6

way we worked on cars back in college, but it didn’t seem like 
as much fun as I remembered.
   The days were getting shorter, snow was coming, and my 
German car experience was having no effect on the rice burner. 
I hauled it over to a local garage that claimed that they could 
make anything run. After a few days with no results I called, 
because I was concerned that I wouldn’t be able to clear my 
driveway without it. The owner said not to worry, they had been 
busy and hadn’t gotten to it, but if it snowed he would plow the 
driveway for free. My kind of guy. Now there was no reason to 
bug them about bringing it back to life, so I didn’t. I was set for 
winter. Sure enough, three storms, three free plowings. What 
a country. They chased a few electrical things including the 
computer but it turned out to be the air intake modulator unit 
that a mouse had jammed inside and had burned out a sensor. 
It came back home in April. That tells me that field storage is no 
good for cars even if it’s summer.
   Knowing that Big Red was due to come out soon, I called Bill 
and got his OK to fill the space for the summer. I guess that 
means that he’ll get free plowing next winter — it’s the least I 
can do.
   Driving the lightly used ‘Plow’ over to the barn, I had a little 
chat explaining that I would be back in the fall and what I ex-
pected when the time came. It’s the same discussion that I have 
with any car when I put it away. It gives them something to look 
forward to. Something that we all need, don’t you think? KTF

good showing for NER, and pulled off a hard-fought podium 
finish in his feature race.
   As I write, I am thinking about all the things I have to get 
ready for our upcoming May 21st Instructor Coaching Clinic and 
Advanced DE to be held at Loudon. I can’t wait to get the GT3 
out on the track for the first time this season, and I look forward 
to telling you all about it my next column.
In other DE news, I am delighted to say that the Mont-Trem-
blant event is now completely filled, with a record (and capac-
ity) 150 entrants. To those who missed out in getting a place 
and wish to travel to another great American racetrack, don’t 
forget that registration is still open for our events at Watkins 
Glen and New Jersey Motorsports Park. At this stage we still 
have room in all run groups. Don’t leave it too long, however, as 
I fully expect that these events will also sell out. 
   See you at the track.
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Flat Sixer- continued from page 10

arrival time at NHMS, which was looking to be around 7:15. 
Really good, that is until I arrived at the entrance to the track 
and was witness to a mob scene. There were cars, trucks and 
trailers everywhere. It seems there was some miscommunica-
tion between the clubs and the new owners. 
   The track registration window was not opened until close to 
7:30, and there was just one poor soul collecting the waiver 
signatures and putting on people’s wristbands. The NCR folks 
made an executive decision to begin ‘teching’ cars right there in 
the entranceway, in order to reduce the time needed to do 
tech. inspection inside. Unfortunately for the people towing 
their cars, we still had to get inside, unload, and get ‘teched’ 
before the drivers meeting. 
   The rest of the morning continued in much the same chaotic 
manner. NCR was trying a new way of assigning workers where 
they listed a group of people, five or six, and a two-and-a-half-
hour time slot. The idea was that everyone shows up before 
their time slot and works out who will work when. Good idea in 
theory, except when you consider there were novices included 
in the work groups, attending the novice school, and had never 
been to a track event before. I ended up working the first shift 
of Pit Out alone; no one from my team ever showed up and so, 
of course, I missed my first run. 
   Relief finally came and I made my way back to the paddock in 
search of my instructor, Tom Buckingham. I had seen him earlier 
at registration so I knew he knew I was at the track. Tom had a 
second student that day in the Green group, and he was driving 
his own 911, so I knew he was going to be busy. I did manage 
to catch up with Tom prior to my second run. We had a great 
conversation about my past driving experiences and things I 
was hoping to improve upon. We decided to meet at the tech 
inspection area in the paddock prior to the run, and then be on 
our way. 
   My first run, which was really the second for my group, went 
very well. Tom is a great instructor; he is calm, makes good 
comments on techniques, and provides enough praise to make 
you feel good without over-inflating your ego. He is actually 
the fifth instructor I have had during my short DE career. All five 
have had different styles; I have had great experiences with 
each one and I feel that this had made me a better driver. 
Anyway, after the run Tom informed me that he was going to 
have me advanced to the Blue group, and asked if I was 
comfortable with that. Since NHMS was where I did my prior 
solo driving, I felt very confident that I was up to the task again 
and told Tom so. 
   The rest of the day flew by. There was lunch at the Checkered 
Flag with some fellow track rats. Time spent chatting with new 
and old acquaintances about our runs and how the day was 
going. Some of the familiar names include Bob Canter, Chris 
Ryan, Joe Billmaier, Stan Corbett, Joe Chappel and Jeff Talling, 
to name a few. Finally, I spent some more time snapping 
photographs for the NOR’EASTER. 

   At the end of the day after I had finished my last run I had 
some time before dinner, so I decided to head back into 
Concord to check in at the Holiday Inn and drop off my stuff. I 
also used the opportunity to fill my car with gas before the 
second day. For those who haven’t ‘tracked’ before, you would 
be surprised at how much gas you use just driving three or four 
20-minute sessions. And don’t bother trying to check you gas 
mileage because it will just depress you; you’ve been warned. 
   With my stuff deposited at the Holiday Inn and the car full of 
fuel, I made my way back to NHMS in order to partake in Happy 
Hour, followed by dinner at the infamous Checkered Flag. When 
I arrived back at the paddock, it was deserted. I did find two 
hapless souls wandering around and I joined them on the 
quest for Happy Hour. Eventually we found someone in the 
know who pointed us to the place where we could find the rest 
of the revelers. 
   Happy Hour was fun, and most of the time was spent reliving 
the day’s events. Before we knew it, we were being notified that 
dinner was served, and what a dinner it was. The new track 
owners went out of their way to put on a great meal for us. I 
had the pleasure of spending dinner with a fellow Blue/Yellow 
driver Steve James from Acton. This was his second year of DE 
too and it is safe to say that the track bug has a firm grasp on 
him. 
   After dinner I headed back to Concord for some well-de-
served rest. I was in my room and ready for bed by 9:00 pm. I 
did manage to call my wife before I fell asleep and gave her a 
quick run down on the day’s events. The next morning arrived 
quickly and, before I knew it, I was packing up and heading out 
to my car to start the new day. 
   Much to my surprise, as I got to my car I found it covered in 
frost. I stood there stunned and said to myself “Frost! I have frost 
on my car!” It was almost like a scene out of the movie The 
In-Laws where Alan Arkin is on the phone with Peter Falk saying 
“I’ve got flames on my car!” 
   I don’t know about the rest of you people, but I have never 
ever had frost on my baby. I guess I am still in some kind of 
shock from the whole experience and hope that I never see it 
again. Frost! Oh well, what are you going to do. As Grandma 
Bergen use to say, “You can’t do nothing!” 
   I started the car, blasted the defroster, and was soon on my 
way back to NHMS. Another trip to Dunkin’ Donuts for coffee 
and a breakfast sandwich, and I arrived at the track at exactly 
7:00 am. This day I was able to breeze through the registration 
point. I quickly unloaded my car, hit the tech inspection line, 
and was ready for the driver’s meeting in no time. 
   After the meeting, I found myself once again at Pit Out alone. I 
made sure to notify control of my predicament and they 
assured me they would have a replacement out there in due 
course. The morning flew by and I was eventually relieved and 
able to make my first run of the day. The sun was out and it 
seemed like it was going to be a great day. 



   All of my runs were great and I managed to increase my 
speed from the day before. I was really happy with my new 
tires, Bridgestone Potenza S-02s, and I even checked my tire 
pressures before each run. The tire pressure thing is something 
fairly new to me since last year I didn’t really bother with doing 
it at all. I can just imagine some of my fellow ‘DEers’ being 
flabbergasted by the fact that someone wasn’t checking their 
tire pressures. Oh well, it’s true, but I have learned my lesson; 
now that I have a fancy gauge that allows me to bleed off air, I 
will do it faithfully. 
   Before I knew it, the day was over. I let the car cool down a bit 
before loading it back on the trailer. During that cool-down 
period I took some time to write up notes on the days events, 
to make writing my column easier. I was also thinking about 
the drive home and wanting to wash the car as soon as I got 
there. Now, don’t get me wrong. I am not one of those clean 
freaks; I just wanted the car to look halfway decent for the 
Ramble, which was going to be the next day. 
   At this point I was lamenting that I had not taken Friday off so 
that I could have more time to prep for the Ramble, and leave 
at a reasonable time on Friday to get to the hotel. For those 
who made it to the Ramble this year, you know what I am 
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talking about. Dixville Notch is in a very remote place. That 
must be the reason for them having a population size of less 
than 30. The drive from Walpole to Dixville Notch was going to 
be around four-and-a-half hours without stopping. Look to 
next month’s column for more about the Ramble, as I fear I 
have rambled on (pun intended) more than enough. 
   One final comment on membership. I received a call from a 
longtime member of PCA named Fred Roberts. He purchased 
his first Porsche in 1964. Fred has been a member on and off 
over the years — his latest car is a 2006 997, which he loves. 
Fred feels this is his best Porsche ever, and is intent on keeping 
the car for a while. The reason for his call, however, was that he 
wanted me to know that, over the last 40+ years, he has never 
seen his name in print. Of course I apologized for the oversight, 
and told him that I would do my best to get his name in the 
NOR’EASTER for June. So, if you know Fred, please wish him a 
Happy PCA Anniversary! 
   Now for the standard closing line: Well that’s all for this 
month. I hope to see many of you at some of our upcoming 
events! If you see me, please introduce yourself and say hello; I 
will be trying to do the same. Until then, stay safe!
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Around The Cones- continued from page 7

but when was the last time you ever saw one of those weigh 
stations on the side of the highway open? In addition to the ob-
vious tractor-trailers, another culprit is the construction supply 
trucks that carry massive amounts of building materials on the 
local roads. 
   Ever see the missing chunks of pavement on I-495 and other 
roads that seem to be along the area where the dotted lines 
are placed? Wonder why it’s only there and not on the whole 
width of the lane? In talking with a paving company owner a 
few years ago, he related that when roads are paved, if they 
stripe the pavement before it cures with a paint that does not 
“breathe,” the pavement material does not cure and it then 
deteriorates rather quickly. Apparently, as in all things, price is 
the object; the cheaper paint is used to keep costs down. 
   See you at one of our many summer activities this year.

time of the first AX event. Steve shared that he had received 
a request to include AX results on a separate AX-only site. 
After some brief discussion, the board accepted Matt’s offer to 
convert the results to a format to fit Dave’s requirements for the 
NOR’EASTER.
   Finally, it was decided that next meeting of the board would 
be held on Wednesday, June 11th, at Bob and Karen Cohen’s 
home at 6:30 pm. Having no further business to discuss, this 
meeting of the board was adjourned at 8:19 pm.

Minutes- continued from page 8

The harness guide bar I found on the PCA Mart website was 
owned by a gentleman who lives in Georgia and had just re-
cently purchased it, only to have his car stolen before he could 
install it. As a side note, he decided to ship it to me via the Unit-
ed States Postal Service. We both assumed that I would have 
it in about a week similar to what it would be if you shipped it 
FedEx or UPS. Well that was not to be… two and a half weeks 
later it finally showed up at my office. Now I understand why 
the Postal Service is having such a hard time staying relevant in 
the shipping business.
   On the way home from the DE event my car began to leak oil 
from the cam oil line where it connects to the chain tensioner 
pressure line. Fortunately it wasn’t too serious, and I made it 
home without incident, except for the fact that good amount 
of oil had sprayed itself around the engine compartment and 
the underside of my car. After ordering and receiving the parts, 
and imposing on my friend Chris Ryan to help me fix the car, 
it is finally up and running after being shut down for the last 
two weeks. With next week being the first NCR autocross of the 
season, to then be followed by our first NER autocross the fol-
lowing weekend, this was not the time I wanted the car to be 
down. Well, there is still another week to go before the month 
of May will be over. I hope it will be a peaceful and uneventful 
week.

Double Clutching - continued from page 9

Out In The Passing Lane - continued from page 4

Driver Education event. Fortunately only minimal work was 
required, which probably indicates we’re not using the trailer 
enough. With diesel fuel prices in the $4.40+/gallon range, just 
driving to get the trailer will cost nearly $50 by the time we get 
home.
   In a few days, the racecars will be serviced in preparation for 
our first Driver Education event of the year, the Zone 1 48 Hours 
of Watkins Glen. Hopefully no significant issues are identified 
during that service. The checkbook is already feeling hot to the 
touch. 
   I’m not sure how many Driver Education events we’re going 
to do this year. We’re for sure going to stay closer to home for 
events. We are passing on making our annual trip to Mid-Ohio 
in favor of doing our region’s event at the new Millville, New 
Jersey racetrack — closer to home saves on fuel and lodging. 
A trip in our truck and trailer out to the Glen and back will 
cost nearly $500 in fuel and tolls. And should we have wanted 
to once again drive Road Atlanta, the travel costs would be 
ridiculous.
   Can’t wait to learn what race gas will cost at the Glen.

a 1979 Porsche Indy — the factory racecar that smashed all 
track records before rules changes made it uncompetitive. At 
the time, race rules allowed greater boost pressure for 6-cylin-
der engines than V8s, and Porsche built a car that dominated 
the field. This prompted the other car owners to prevail on the 
‘powers that be’ to change the rules, thus ending Porsche’s Indy 
venture.
   Featured in the sports racecar category was a 1993 RS Ameri-
ca — a Rolex 24 and Sebring 12-hour veteran, which had been 
raced by Bob’s son — in addition to a 1990 300ZX, and a 1996 
Riley & Scott MkIII/Ford, winner of the 1997 Rolex 24 hours at 
Daytona.
   In the “shed” area, we were treated to the collection of clas-
sic cars that hail from the brass era through the ‘30s and ‘40s. 
Included in this collection were some early ’alternative fuel‘ 
entries, including a 1906 Pope Waverly Electric Carriage and a 
1908 Stanley Steamer. From the ‘20s, we saw a 1924 Ford Model 
T and a 1925 Locomobile Model 48. Classic era cars included a 
1927 Rolls Royce built in Springfield, MA, ’performance‘ entries 
like the supercharged 1936 Auburn Boat-tail Speedster, a 1935 
V-12 Packard Limo for comfort cruising, and the aforemen-
tioned 1932 Duesenberg SJ originally owned by Mr. Duesen-
berg himself.
   At the end of the Tour, Bob was happy to answer questions 
and mention upcoming events at the Collings Foundation. We 
thank Bob and Caroline for the hospitality extended during this 
tour of a truly unique and special place.

Collings Tour - continued from page 33
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Call Chris or David for more information

800-381-5563
MusanteMotorsports.com  

1265 John Fitch Blvd. (Rte 5) • South Windsor, CT 06074  

P: 860.291.9415 • F: 860.291.9416

PORSCHE® PARTS, SERVICE  
& PERFORMANCE

FROM PORSCHE® PEOPLE

Custom Removable GT3 Cage
In-House By Musante Motorsports

TO FILTERSTO FILTERS
FAB’S

• Oil Change & Tune-Up
• In-House Dyno Tuning
• Alignment & Corner Balance
• Engine & Transmission Building
• Revo Tuning Software
• Safety Upgrades & Equipment
• Race Car Transportation
• Trackside Tuning & Support
• Race Car Construction
  & Maintenance

Musante 
Motorsports 
Provides:

PORSCHE® PARTS, SERVICE 

CLUB RACERS 
DE INSTRUCTORS

1990 Featherlite 2-car Gooseneck Enclosed Trailer: 28 ft on fl oor, 36 ft o’all. Has Alum ramps 
for (2) Porsches or (1) Porsche race car & Golf Cart & lots of spares. New tires & brakes, it tows like 
a dream. It’s big enough for long distance & small enough for local use. Track season is here, don’t 
wait. $11,500 or off er. Len Cummings, 978-562-7300 or 1-800-356-914-6 days
2002 Ford F450 Crew Cab Toter: White w Grey int, 7.3 Diesel, Auto Trans, only 58,000 miles. 
PW, PL, Cruise, brake controller, Gooseneck & Receiver hitches, Alum storage boxes under. Oil 
changed every 3k miles. Excellent fuel mileage. $19,500 or off er. Len Cummings, 978-562-7300 or 
1-800-356-914-6 days
2005 Featherlite Open Car Trailer: 17 ft All Aluminum with slide-in ramps. Tows like a dream and 
will last forever. $4950 or off er. Len Cummings 978-562-7300 or 1-800-356-914-6 days
‘00 Porsche Boxster, Arctic Silver with Metropol blue interior and top; 5 speed, 17” wheels ;AM/
FM/CD with hifi  option & Sirius Satellite radio. Lojack recovery system. Full maintenance history 
has had major service in last year, synthetic oil changes only and brake fl uid changes every year 
along with necessary fi lters. This Porsche is excellent condition,(detailed every spring by Kleen 
by Cindy) body near perfect interior has no serious faults, back window in decent shape. Second 
owner has owned for 4 ½ years off ered at $19,995. Please call Steve at 508-653-1695 evenings or 
weekends or email at SLR944@AOL.COM
Custom Porsche down comforter. Perfect for a Porsche kid’s room. Single bed size. Red/Yellow/
Black design with black embroidered Porsche script on top right of yellow panel. Best off er. Call or 
email for color photo. Susana Weber 978-352-6601 helmetheads@porschenet.com
‘01 986 Boxster S Lapis blue/black, blue top, setup for DE/St. car.  Sport pkg.,   Bray-Krause roll 
bar ext and 2.5 lb Halotron fi re ext., Pagid Blue St. Pads, JIC suspension upgrade, 17” Pirelli P-Zero 
St. tires, 18” Michelin Pilot Sport Tr. tires, & more  call Rev Munson, Cohasset, MA, 781-383-0137or 
revmunson@msn.com
’87 911 Turbo Coupe: Red/Blk Lea, all stock, 34K miles, exc cond., kept in A/C & heated ga-
raged, no snow, full service manuals in binders, CD Rom & microfi lm, includes reader, car cover, 
batt maint, org window sticker w/specs. Must see $38,500, can email pictures on request. John 
(401)265-6015.
‘91 C2 Metallic Oak Green/Cashmere leather. Sunroof coupe. 91k miles. Serviced extensively since 
1999 by EPE. Recent clutch and brakes. Priced for quick sale $23,000.  Needs nothing.  Email for lots 
more info and pics    Idoktr@aol.com  Stewart Ginsberg 508.380.3310
Bell Racing Helmet  M-4 Pro Series SA05 size 71/2-Large white, used twice. Retail $559, selling for 
$500/obo  Idoktr@aol.com Stewart Ginsberg 508.380.3310
’85 911 Targa: White Gold w/brown lea, 5-spd, 48K miles, Sport seats, new top, pampered, con-
cours cond., $26,500. Call for details. Karl (508)429-1282 or email Karl.Yvonne@verizon.net

Wanted to buy: 
Early Porsche cars, from 356’s to early (1973) 911’s, any model in any condition, for restora-
tion or parts. I have cash and a trailer to take away whatever you want to sell. Len Cummings 
978-562-7300 or 1-800-356-914-6 days

Advertising Guidelines
Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this 
publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER 
reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.

Marketplace Guidelines
Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to 
solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor contain-
ing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every 
detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be faxed to 
(978)352-6819, or emailed to: david.weber1@verizon.net
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President
Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com
Vice President - Administrative
Bob Canter
331 Bolivar St, 3H, Canton, MA 02021
Home: 781-821-0728 email: RCA2222@msn.com
Vice President - Activities 
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com
Treasurer
Karen Cohen
110 Harvard Rd, Bolton, MA 01740
Home: 978-779-2226 email: robertncohen@spamarrest.com
Secretary
Jill Masserian
197 8th St, Apt 631, Charlestown, MA 02129
Home: 617-563-2551, email: Jill.Maserian@FMR.com
Membership
John Bergen
11 Beethoven Ave, Walpole, MA 02081
Home:  617-720-6638  email: bergenj@comcast.net
NOR’EASTER Editor
Dave Weber
PO Box 409, W. Boxford, MA 01885
Home: 978-352-6601, email: david.weber1@verizon.net
Past President
Steve Boris
81 Summer St, Franklin, MA 02038
Home: 508-520-7287, email: Boris@SteveBorisDesign.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross 
Ron Mann
105 Ridge St, Concord, MA 01742
Home: 781-442-0306email: rjmann@yahoo.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross
Jon Cowen
12 Copeland Rd, Framingham, MA 01701
Home: , email: JCowenNER@gmail.com
Chair -Driver Education
Laurie Jitts
41 Lawrence St, Boston, MA 02116
Home: 617-642-6324 email: laurence._jitts@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education
Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech
Chris Luciano
Home: 978-897-4460  email: info@peerlessmotors.com
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education
Peter Tracy
Home: 978-486-8245 email: chfinsttracy@PorscheNet.com
Novice Development - Driver Education
Frank Bruns
Home: 207-627-7182 email: NovDev@PorscheNet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education
Paul Avery
Home: 978-462-4615 email: InstDev@PorscheNet.com
Track Operations - Driver Education
Peter Donohoe
Home: 617-596-5838 email: peterdonohoe@aol.com
Zone 1 Representative
Botho von Bose
Home: 416-509-6661; bvonbose@lomltd.com

NER Board of Directors Welcome New Members

Frohman Anderson
Barrington RI
2006 911

Robert Baker
Milton MA
2008 Cayman

Andy Bentinck-Smith
Duxbury MA
911

Christopher Braun
Carl Braun
Melrose MA
1999 996

Kenneth Buntrock
Barbara Buntrock
Hingham MA
2001 Carrera

Steven Erickson
Newton Upper Falls MA
1997 911

Oliver Ewald
Boston MA
2006 911 4S

Tim Fallon
Newton Center MA
1997 993 C4S

Nelson Faria
Cumberland RI
1993 968

John Fritz
Jacquelyn Fritz
Westerly RI
2007 GT3

Andrew Grignon
Halifax MA
1986 944 Turbo

Michael Kerouac
Ann Kerouac
Whitinsville MA
2008 911

Harry Kindle
Bill Kindle
Wellesley MA
1985 911

William Krohn
Elaine Krohn
Cambridge MA
2008 Boxster

Kevin Massed
Portsmouth RI
1996 911 993

Bob McIvor
Mansfield MA
1995 911 993

Joseph Muner
Northbridge MA
1989 911

Afshin Nayeri
Beatriz Nayeri
Halifax MA
1990 928

J Niemiec
Bruce Niemiec
Assonet MA
1991 964 T

Fortney Rey
Juliette Tai
Ashland MA
2004 GT3

Gary Shamano
Laurie Shamano
Rowley MA
2000 Boxster

Russell Shu
Dawnmarie Shu
Westwood MA
1985 911

Roy Terwilliger
Harwich MA
1971 911 T

Brenda Tri
West Barnstable MA
2003 911 CS4

Terry Wells
Sudbury MA
2005 Boxster S

Richard White
Victoria Clayton
Cape May NJ
2008 997 911

Andrew Wiemeyer
Duxbury MA
2006 911 S

Transfers In

Paul Welch
Newton Upper Falls, MA
From: North Country 
2006 Boxster 
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