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A staff dedicated exclusively to the repair and service of all Porsche vehicles with over 50 years of combined 
experience. �e talented team at EPE is uniquely qualified to help make your Porsche ownership experience
a pleasant and rewarding one. Unlike our competitors, many of whom are less specialized, we can insure that 
all work is carried out in the most efficient, professional, and personalized manner, saving the client both time 
and money.  By combining a mix of personnel, some of whom began their training in the era of carburetors and 
ignition points, with others more comfortable with the latest digital electronics, EPE has always set the standard 
for consistently delivering superior service and unrivaled quality control for all of its clients.

Most importantly, you have access to all EPE personnel, not just a “service manager”. Many clients consider this 
one of the most valuable aspects of the EPE philosophy. You will never be subjected to a “Party Line” by a 
uniformed company representative. Instead, you will always have the opportunity to discuss all of the issues 
related to your Porsche repair, service and upgrades with the staff member or members of your choice.

Just one reason why European Performance Engineering, Inc. 
is your best choice for the service, repair and upgrade of your 
Porsche….�e staff…
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   I left early in the morning the next day for a 
business trip. When we connected later that day 
she advised that the printer was not working. I 
tried to solve the problem via the phone with 
Susana reinstalling everything several times to 
no avail. When I got back I spent three plus hours 
on the problem, including a wasted forty min-
utes with Epson tech support. The computer and 
printer knew each other existed as some com-
munication flowed back and forth between them. 
But each time we attempted to print a test page 
the printer would stop after a couple lines of text. 
The Epson tech expert pointed the finger at her 
Dell computer (identical to mine). I wasn’t con-
vinced that the computer was the problem but I 
was rapidly running out of ideas as to the nature 
of the problem. The next morning I was up at 3:30 
am with a new approach. I hooked up our laptop 
to the printer – using a new printer USB cable, 
and the printer worked properly immediately. 
That ruled out the printer, and the printer driver 
as the source of the problem.  

   I then hooked up the new printer 
cable to the desktop, and surprise 
everything worked properly again, 
immediately. The original cable ap-
parently had failed along with her 
printer. Why I have no clue. That cable 
has been in use for several years 
without any problems, now for some 

reason it had failed at the same time her printer 
expired. Did the cable failure cause the printer 
failure, or did the printer failure transfer to the 
cable? What causes a cable to fail to begin with? 
All I know is that I’ve spent the better part of four 
hours trying to solve a problem that resolved 
itself in a few minutes, once I started down a 
different path. We love our computers, but it sure 
can be frustrating when something doesn’t work.  
   I note with some concern that in a region of 
2500 members and affiliates, there are appar-
ently no other creatively inclined and capable 
members willing to replace Susana and me as 
art director and editor of the NOR’EASTER. Surely 
we’re not the only members who use Adobe In-
Design and Photoshop and understand desktop 
publishing. I’d hasten a guess that there are more 
than a few members in the region who could take 
on these roles – along with authoring monthly 
columns and taking some photographs. We’ve 
served in these roles for twenty-five years, our 

Spring has finally arrived, and with it came 
hours of pressure washing at the Weber 

homestead. For years I attempted to clean our 
decks and railings, and our outside furniture by 
hand with lots of soap and water. My efforts years 
ago never really got things all that clean. But that 
changed dramatically when I finally got smart 
and purchased a powerful pressure washer. Now 
when I tackle the spring cleaning chores I am a 
man on a mission. I not only tackle the decks, rail-
ings and furniture, I also take on landscape walls, 
paving stones, brick walkways, the house siding, 
the outdoor spa. You name it I’m cleaning it. My 
first go round this spring took eight hours spread 
over two days, and it was work that left me with 
a great sense of accomplishment. Everything 
I sprayed looked as good as new. I write “first 
go round” to acknowledge that I’ll have to redo 
much of my handiwork in six weeks or so after 
the pine pollen ceases to land on everything, 
leaving a green powder residue that makes for a 
real mess to clean. I probably rushed the season 

a bit having done this work the first weekend in 
April, but I feel so much better looking out to see 
our deck furniture in place, and the flower pots 
ready to plant. 
    I’ve not written about any Weber computer 
problems for some time, but just this week we 
had a printer failure to address. After several years 
of hard use one of Susana’s printers expired in the 
middle of a print job. Something serious hap-
pened as the machine was dead as a door nail. 
Generous person that I am, I immediately offered 
my printer as a replacement (cagily planning to 
upgrade to a new printer for me!). My printer has 
been working flawlessly, so I fully expected the 
transfer to take mere minutes. Monday morning 
before I left for work I moved the printer to Su-
sana’s office, made the appropriate connections 
and downloaded the most current printer driver. 
I left for work feeling pretty confident. Susana 
didn’t use the printer that day so I had no reason 
to be concerned.  
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creatively inclined and capable members. . . 
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effect to give me the illusion that it was warmer 
than it appeared. The 964 car drove great and I 
was glad to have the opportunity to exercise it on 
the open roads. In my mind, this was a sure sign 
that spring was here and that we will all soon be 
back on the roads driving our beloved Porsches. 
   The Zone 1 President’s meeting was well 
attended with almost all of the regions in the 
zone on hand. If I recall correctly, only the 
Connecticut Valley and Sudenvolk Regions were 
absent from the event, and the thing I found kind 
of amazing was that the president from the 
Acadia Region made it all the way from Nova 
Scotia. 
   There were many things discussed during the 
meeting, but the main topic focused on was 
Safety, and in attendance to lead the discussions 
on safety were Pete Tremper (the Nation Driver 
Education Chair), Arlene Novak (the National 
Safety Chair), and Dave Novak (the National 
General Council). Safety is something we all know 
about and we try to make sure all of our events 

are safe; but did you know that the 
majority of the incidents at PCA events 
tend to involve spectators more than 
participants? This is an amazing fact, 
especially when you look at all of the 
events that are run throughout the year. 
   How can that be you might ask, well 

think about some of the common accidents that 
occur in our every day lives. More people hurt 
themselves by slipping and falling at events or 
being somewhere where they are not supposed 
to be and getting injured. That’s why it is so 
critical to make sure that every person in atten-
dance of a PCA Event has signed the standard 
waiver and has been instructed on the accept-
able behavior for the event being held. The 
meeting had some other interesting topics, 
including taxes, but I won’t bore you with the 
details. All in all it was a well run meeting that 
flew by faster than I would have thought. 
   I did enjoy having the opportunity to meet all of 
the other region presidents and sharing stories 
about what was going on in each of our own 
regions. In one such conversation with the 
president from the Jersey Shore, he was telling 
me about how his region was hosting a DE Event 
at NJMP. He went on to mention that they were 
looking for help in getting participants signed up. 
The event is a two day event on August 26th and 

Ok, so here we are in the May issue of the 
NOR’EASTER and I have several things on my 

mind. Sure, I have the upcoming first Autocross of 
the season and then my first Driver’s Education 
event, but those aren’t the main things on my 
mind. And no, the obvious job search is not the 
primary thing on my mind, although maybe it 
should be. I’ll fill you all in on where that stands 
later in my column. 
   So what’s on my mind? The future of this fine 
periodical is first and foremost on my mind. I’m 
not sure if you all realize, but Dave Weber is 
retiring from his post as Editor, Publisher, and 
Photographer and we need one or more volun-
teers to step forward to help out. I am not trying 
to make the situation sound too dire but if we 
don’t find someone soon, there is a good chance 
that the hardcopy version of our beloved news-
letter will be toast. So if you, or someone you 
know, ever wanted to be in the publishing 
business this is an excellent opportunity to give it 
a try. 

   Now that I have that off my chest let’s move on 
to Porsche business. I recently attended the Zone 
1 President’s Meeting. This event was held in 
Latham NY, home of Siena College, whose basket 
ball team made it into the NCAA Tournament for 
the second year in a row. I personally had never 
heard of the Siena Saints before, and it wasn’t 
until I was sitting in the bar at the hotel that I 
discovered their existence as they beat The Ohio 
State in a double overtime game. 
   For those of you who have never been to 
Latham, it is north of Albany and west of Troy. The 
drive was pretty straight forward and it consisted 
of mostly major roads, so it was uneventful for the 
most part. I was amazed as I was driving through 
the higher elevation areas on the Massachusetts 
Turnpike at the number of Birch Trees that were 
damaged by the winter weather this year. I was 
even more amazed at how cold it still was and at 
the snow and ice still visible on the ground.  
   This all went through my mind as I made my way 
along in the green machine; luckily it was during 
the day light hours so I had the solar warming 
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really didn’t look upon it as something that might 
follow me home because I don’t have much 
experience with 911’s. Besides there were at least 
a dozen similar cars at the track that weekend 
and I figured that those guys knew a lot more 
about its potential than I ever would. Somebody 
smarter that I would recognize it for what it was 
snap it up. Plus it was in Richmond VA, a hundred 
miles from the track. I couldn’t exactly go take a 
quick look.   
   By the end of the weekend it was still on the 
wall and since there were no phone number tear 
off strips I folded up the ad and stuck it in my 
pocket. I figured that I had given everyone at the 
track a fair chance. 
   I walked around with that piece of paper in my 
pocket for a few weeks and when I couldn’t stand 
it any longer I called the number in the ad to get 
the story. 
    Turned out that the fellow who posted the ad 
was a Camaro driver, who didn’t know a 911 from 
a Ford. His daughter had married a guy that lived 

next door to the widow who had 
the car. Her husband had owned 
the car for 22 years and had 
restored it eight years ago. 
Unfortunately he had passed 
way six years ago and the car 
had been sitting in the garage 
ever since. The widow didn’t 

know anything about the car but she had lots of 
records, notes and photos of the restoration. With 
the asking price that she gave me on the phone 
this was starting to look like it belonged in my 
garage.  
   I booked a flight to Richmond, rented a car 
(actually they gave me a great deal on a Dodge 
pickup) and went over to take a look. It took a 
while to uncover the car but it was even better 
that I could’ve hoped. The car was actually a 1972 
with the oil tank access on the right rear fender, 
the only year that the factory ever mounted it in 
that location. The car was absolutely brand new 
throughout. It still had the original engine with 
the serial number matching the Certificate of 
Authenticity that I had received from Porsche. 
There was a period correct rally seat from Recaro, 
H4 headlights done with the correct relays and a 
set of the hard to find deep six Porsche alloys, five 
of them. 
   The owner had set the car up for autocrossing 

It’s really strange how things work out some-
times. As most of my readers know I’m always 

on the lookout for that “Barn Find”. Sometimes 
they’re not even in a barn; they’re out in the open 
for everyone to see. This is one of those times. 
    When I was down at Virginia International 
Raceway last fall for a run with the historic crowd 
I made more than a few trips to the bathroom 
between races. On the wall in the men’s room 
was an ad for an early Porsche 911. It was printed 
on a single piece of 8 1/2” by 11” copy paper with 
a couple of photos. The ad stated that it might be 
a barn find, it might not. The copy said that it was 
a ‘70 or ‘71 911, the writer wasn’t sure, and that 
had been parked for a number of years and the 
widow of the owner wanted to sell it. There was 
no price listed, my kind of ad. 
   One photo showed the back of the car with the 
engine cover open showing a very clean engine 
area. All the original stickers were easily seen and 
looked like brand new, a tip off that someone had 
taken very good care of the car. The other shot 

was a 3/4 left rear shot composed mostly of 
boxes and garden equipment but it did show 
the driver’s door and  the inside of the rear fender  
and it was as clean as the roof of the car, all in 
very bright white.  
   I’m partial to white cars so those pictures stuck 
in my head as I made my trips back and forth to 
the bathroom each day. There were a lot of trips. I 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 36
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reply by the time you read this, only thing left to 
do is whether to demand a refund and leave the 
brand after 30 plus years.
   Postscript, the needed replacement part finally 
showed at my brother’s home a total of FOUR 
months after the initial complaint, now that’s 
what I call customer service, keep up the good 
work Norelco.
   With spring arriving and the Boxster coming out 
of storage, routine maintenance has come to the 
forefront, the usual oil and filter change, brake 
fluid flush, and air and pollen filter will be com-
pleted soon. A morning with club member, and 
PCA Racer Win Perry, accomplished the replace-
ment of the serpentine belt, a rather straight-
forward task providing one has the proper large 
wrench to release the tensioner and the diagram 
to properly thread the replacement belt through 
its torturous path over no less than eight pulleys. 
On startup the belt followed its intended path so 
the operation was deemed a success. A subse-
quent reinstallation of my front brake pad sensors 

(removed a few years ago to expedite 
pad replacement ) has extinguished 
the ever-present pad light from the 
dash, yes I know you can tie them off, 
but for some reason one of the four 
just would not stay together. Another 
neat trick that I tried this year was to 
clean off with a wire brush then paint 

the lug bolts with a “rattle can” aluminum paint 
making them much more presentable. This was 
the second set that had rusted so we’ll see how 
this solution works. Finally my annual cleaning 
of the intake air vents under the front bumper, 
accomplished with compressed air, succeeded in 
piling up all matter of debris from leaves to ciga-
rette butts to some other unidentifiable bits and 
pieces. Hopefully the radiators will appreciate the 
extra air flow this summer.
   Till next month, enjoy the great spring weather 
and we will see you at the many PCA/NER activi-
ties.

As I write this column, the day before the an-
nual trek to the Ramble start and finish des-

tination, this time in Cooperstown NY, our largest 
event of the year. This year Ramble master’s Bruce 
and Joyce anticipate more than 100 cars (trans-
late that to more than 200 people). Tomorrow 
I’m planning to meet up with the Bergen family 
to start our caravan, then onto to the Pike for 
another group traveling from the Cape for the 
run to NY. As always there will be a full report and 
spectacular pictures (the forecast is for temps in 
the 80’s) in the next issue.
   Back on the home front, our annual Novice 
Autocross School was a great success, cold 
weather notwithstanding. Forty eager newcom-
ers enjoyed learning the intricacies of the sport in 
a variety of Porsches and “other vehicles”. Thanks 
go to our stout instructors who braved the biting 
wind and dizzy runs around the skid pad.
   Early May brings the first autocross at Devens, 
where all those novices plus the regulars can 
dust off the cobwebs and compete for the first 

time since last October. New this year is an online 
registration system allowing entrant to speed up 
on site registration and get a $5 discount to boot. 
Check out the autocross portion of our website 
for complete details.
   A little more than a week later the first DE event 
kicks off at NHMS, hosted by our partners from 
NCR. There will be a school and exercises on 
Monday following by two more days of on track 
instruction.
   Now for the conclusion of my customer rela-
tions experience I started in last month’s issue. I 
finally heard from the consumer relations depart-
ment, by email no less, as I had indicated that was 
the preferred method of communication. Unfor-
tunately what I got was little more than a form 
letter minimally changed for my particular situ-
ation. The usual “we are sorry you had problems 
with our system BUT”, after which they defended 
their previous decisions. No mention whatsoever 
of any concession for their multiple foul ups and 
incredibly long delays. I should have crafted a 
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of storage, routine maintenance has come to the 
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Minutes Of The Board

Happy PCA Anniversary

Twenty-Five Years
Barbara Noonan
Daniel Arimento
Charles Bechtold

Twenty Years
Timothy Brown

Ten Years
John Bentley
Gary Gut

Five Years
Frank Carnovale
Eugene Ferraro
Daniel Finn
Tip Nair Goon
Charlie Kanavas
Bill McCaughey
Jack Miller
Carl Perusich
William Rivelli
Imants Saksons
Basrry Taylor
Pritpal Ahuja

Jill Maserian- April 15, 2009 Board Meeting

The April NER Board meeting was held at the 
home of John and Dot Bergen.  After enjoying 

a delicious dinner, the meeting was called to order 
by John at 7:36 pm. In attendance were Dick An-
derson, John Bergen, Karen and Bob Cohen, Steve 
Ross, and Jill Maserian. Absent were Dave Weber 
and Chris Ryan. 
   Steve led off the monthly Administrative update, 
reporting that the Autocross school had over 40 
students who tested their skills. It featured many 
turning, braking and skid pad exercises. The new 
online AX registration system worked very well. 
A post-event meeting report will be submitted 
to the board, which is in keeping with a new PCA 
requirement for documenting all club moving 
events. May 2nd is the first AX event of the season. 
Insurance is in place. The first Spring Tour was con-
ducted last month. The rainy, cold weather was 
a factor to content with, but it did not deter first 
timers who participated in tour and socializing 
over lunch. Turning to track events: NCR will host a 
novice DE school on May 18th at NHMS. This will be 
followed by a two day track event on May 19-20th. 
Current registrations indicate there are already 7 
people on the wait list. Le Circuit Mont Tremblant 
event in July (6-8th) is also showing strong interest, 
as there are 79 cars registered. DE at Calabogie 
(July 10-12) follows with 52 and Watkins Glen with 
29 cars entered to date.  
   Planning for the special Fall Concours event 
is still underway. Some exciting options are still 
being explored to have this event in Newport 
Rhode Island. Rates and final details are under 
negotiation. The annual New England Ramble will 
begin on Friday April 24 and last through the 26th. 
This year over 110 cars will “ramble” (I have been 
known to get a ticket) through the windy roads 
of up-state NY. This year, the group will enjoy an 
added highlight of a private tour of the Baseball 
Hall of Fame on Friday afternoon and stay at the 
Otesaga Resort Hotel (celebrating their 100th An-
niversary). The New Comer’s meeting will be held 
on Sunday April 19th at IRA Porsche where mem-
bers and non-members can learn about the many 
different ways that Porsche enthusiasts can learn 
about their cars through participation in Drivers 
Education (taking your car on the track), Auto-
cross, Concours, or interesting social gatherings. 
   The Treasurer’s Report was next on the agenda. 
Revenues were slightly ahead of last year’s trend. 
Several outstanding invoices were finally received, 
yet revenues still exceeded expenses. A motion to 

accept the Treasurer’s financial reports as submit-
ted was approved with a unanimous vote.  
   Dick Anderson provided the Membership 
Report. There were 2,299 total members. Of those 
1319 were primary members. There were 3 trans-
fers into the region. Two members transferred out 
and there were 11 new members. Membership is 
in realizing a slight decline, which is in line with 
PCA trends across the nation. 
   John presented the President’s report. He 
started by sharing some statistics from the Zone 
1 President’s meeting that he attended in Latham 
NY. These facts were originally presented by 
Manny Alban & Roy Wilkinson at the Zone Rep 
seminar during the winter board meeting from a 
national survey of PCA members. Results are as 
follows:  51% reported that they attend 1-5 PCA 
events annually; 27% did not attend any. When 
members were asked why the did not attend,  
65% said that they were too busy, 23% because 
they did not know anybody, 16% reported they 
lived too far away, 14% said they did not feel wel-
come and 13% had newbie jitters.  The meeting 
agenda also focused on other key topics such as 
Safety and Insurance.  Presidents were informed 
about the new PCA liability insurance policy 
and coverage limits. The meeting also provided 
important information that “Not for profit” orga-
nizational status and tax liabilities. Finally, Zone 1 
Presidents were encouraged to promote upcom-
ing Zone 1 events such as the Concours Rally on 
May 15-17th and 48 Hours of Watkins Glen club 
racing on June 19th- 21st.  

continued on page 40



is not the end of GM. 
   To that end though I read something in the Boston 
Globe which makes me think maybe it’s not possible 
to save General Motors. The article was stating that 
General Motors will have to temporarily close most 
of its U.S. factories for up to nine weeks this summer 
because of slumping sales and growing inventories 
of unsold vehicles. This really shouldn’t come as a 
surprise to anyone given the current state of the 
economy and the lack of new car sales across the 
industry. By doing so you would naturally think that 
this would allow GM to save on not having to payout 
all those wages during the temporary closings and 
allow GM to potentially accumulate what cash it can 
from the sale of the new car inventory they have on 
hand which by most analysis is approximately a 123-
day supply of cars and trucks. Seems simple enough 
to me, stop paying people for cars you don’t need 
to produce right now and see if you can sell what 
you already got to acquire some cash. Now in the 
real world that you and I am accustomed to those 
workers laid off during the temporary closing would 

be eligible to receive state unemployment 
benefits. Admittedly these monies they 
would receive would be far less than what 
they would be accustomed to but if the 
temporary closings could strengthen GM to 
the point where they could reopen back up 
the closed plants this in the long run, you 
would think, would be best for both com-

pany and employee alike. As the saying goes, better 
to have a job than no job at all.  Of course it couldn’t 
be that simple, as I continued to read the article in 
the Boston Globe it described how the approximate 
“thousands of workers could be laid off but would 
still get most of their pay because their United Auto 
Workers union contract requires the company to 
make up much of the difference between state 
unemployment benefits and their wages”. So even 
if GM were to close the plants they gain nothing in 
the way of wages paid or not paid. But on top of that 
not only do you and I have to contribute by way of 
the unemployment benefits the union workers will 
receive but GM will have to use some of the $13.4 
billion we have already loaned them to make up 
the shortfall in the union workers wages from what 
they receive from state unemployment benefits. 
This is nuts, we are paying on both ends with what 
seems little collateral to make good if GM defaults. 
Of course this says nothing of the additional cost 
we all will incur from the additional lay-offs this will 

I just read another story in the paper of the poten-
tial bankruptcy and demise of General Motors. 

How sad.  When I was a kid growing up almost all 
the kids I hung out with all had the same infatuation 
I had for cars. Every September we would eagerly 
await the introduction of the new coming year’s 
models from the big three, General Motors, Ford 
and Chrysler. As a kid you either considered yourself 
to be a Ford guy, a Chrysler guy or a GM guy. If you 
happened to be a GM guy your allegiance would 
be further broken down as to whether you were a 
Chevy guy or a Pontiac guy with a couple of guys 
swearing allegiance to Olds and even fewer to Buick. 
I myself was primarily a Chevy guy but anytime I 
would see an Olds 442 it would make my heart go 
a pitter patter for some reason especially if it hap-
pened to be a Hurst/Olds 442. In the automotive 
world back then General Motors was considered 
king. Even as kids we all knew it to be the world’s 
biggest car company and one of its biggest em-
ployers. If you owned GM stock it was considered 
Blue Chip and you couldn’t go wrong. Even today 

I can still recall the litany of cars of my youth from 
GM that produced many hours of conversation and 
argument among friends as we discussed such cars 
as the Corvette, Camaro Z28,  Chevelle SS 396,  Nova 
SS 396,  Pontiac GTO,  Olds 442 and the Buick Grand 
National. It was a time when General Motors was 
considered to be the car company of innovation 
and technological advancement. I remember as a 
kid my parents bringing me to the New York World’s 
Fair in 1964 and taking a tour of the General Motors 
Exhibit, which happened to be the Fairs biggest 
exhibit, and seeing and hearing how GM was going 
to lead us into the future. What we never thought 
then was that we would ever reach a time like today 
when GM could ever be no more. How did it all go 
so wrong? How is it that one company so long at the 
forefront innovation and design find itself without 
a clue as to what the public desired, not recognize 
the importance of quality and dependability and 
allow the likes of Toyota to surpass it in popularity 
and sales? I am sure we all have our theories and 
reasons as to why but regardless I for one hope this 
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Bob Canter

Double Clutching

What we never thought then was that we would 
ever reach a time like today when GM could 
ever be no more. 

continued on page 37



IRA Porsche thoughtfully opened their parts de-
partment during last Sunday’s newcomers meet-
ing and I was able to buy a set of street pads. 
   Thinking about the ramble, got me reminisc-
ing about the Tempe, Arizona to Boston road trip 
Sarah and I took when she graduated from ASU 
several years ago. We had such fun, often paral-
leling and/or driving on old Route 66. We “stood 
on the corner in Winslow Arizona,” crossed the 
painted desert, and saw the Cadillacs planted in 
the ground in Texas, put there by some “artist.” 
We went to the Corvette museum in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky and the Jack Daniels distillery in 
Lynchburg, Tennessee. Most memorably we paid 
homage to the “King” at Graceland, a real treat if 
you’ve never done it. We walked Beal Street and 
visited BB King’s joint, where we ate pulled pork 
and ribs and drank beer while listening to live 
blues. We visited my old home in Summerville, SC 
where I attended the 6th through the 9th grades 
then toured Charleston and later swam at Myrtle 
Beach after breakfasting on “Krispy Kremes.” We 

walked all around DC on two swelter-
ing days, visiting “The Wall,” the White 
House, the Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum and walked the Mall visiting 
both the Lincoln Memorial and Wash-
ington Monument. All of this in Sarah’s 
remarkably comfortable and reliable 
VW Jetta.  It was a wonderful trip. 

   At last, DE season is here and my mental state 
has improved immeasurably. Our reservations are 
in for the first few events and we’re even consider-
ing taking a whirl at A/X this year. As I write this, 
the Bosox are 7- 6, third place in the East, not bad 
for early in the season. When I get to The Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown this weekend, I’m 
heading directly to Curt’s “bloody sock.” I don’t 
think anything speaks of a winning spirit more el-
oquently than that. Finally, please remember our 
men and women in uniform who serve proudly 
on our behalf. See you at the track.

Spring has sprung, the grass has riz, I wonder 
where the flowers is?” This old saw and some 

other such (mostly unprintable) ditties have 
been part of my Spring welcoming ritual since 
I was a youth (yes, there was indoor plumbing 
then). This year to change things up a little, we 
visited North Carolina, Ft. Bragg specifically, to 
bid farewell to daughter Katie who was head-
ing off to Afghanistan for her second tour as a 
Blackhawk Helicopter command pilot. Ann and 
I were given first hand looks at Blackhawk and 
Chinook helicopters, as well as a tour of Ft Bragg, 
including the residential area where Ann was able 
to see her childhood home (her Dad was a career 
officer, retiring as a L/Col). Additionally, Ann, 
Katie and I visited the historically rich Raleigh/
Durham area. With its roots (no pun intended) in 
the tobacco industry, Durham, in particular, was 
fascinating. The restored buildings of the Ameri-
can Tobacco Company, a monument to a dying 
industry (again, no pun intended), now house 
multi-cultural restaurants, boutiques, office and 

residential space, literally transforming itself to 
a cosmopolitan setting.  We enjoyed a pitcher 
of beer and some pizza for lunch. For dinner, we 
enjoyed a few caiparinas and more food than we 
could handle at a churrascaria, a Brazilian steak 
house. Durham also has a beautiful, modern 
stadium for its Triple A base baseball team, the 
Durham Bulls (remember Kevin Costner, Susan 
Sarandon and Tim Robbins as Crash, Annie and 
Ebby?), that would rival many big league venues.  
We returned home the next day after a nice, albeit 
sad visit, bidding Katie Godspeed for what will be 
a very long year for all of us. 
   Over the last weekend, I “woke up” the Porsches 
from their winter nap and took the Turbo out for 
a test drive in preparation for the Cooperstown 
Ramble. It ran fine, but needs a good washing and 
waxing which it will get if the weather cooperates. 
My first priority, according to Ann, is changing the 
noisy track brake pads to street pads or she won’t 
go to Cooperstown with me . . . . hmmm, deci-
sions, decisions (just kidding, Annie). Fortunately, 
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Dick Anderson

One Track Mind

Over the last weekend I “woke up” the Porsches 
from their winter nap and took the Turbo out for 
a test drive in preparation for Cooperstown.



graphic design of the banners and other items 
that will enhance or advertise the exhibit were 
a treat to work with. Unfortunately, there were a 
lot more cars in the garage than it had been built 
for and it was pretty tight getting around them… 
as well as trying to get a great shot of the ones 
that had the “poster potential”. Dave had loaned 
me one of his cameras and I got a few good shots 
that still needed a good amount of Photoshop 

touchups to make them work as a 
banner. The result is a classic Ameri-
can look that I hope will do the job 
the Museum is looking for.  
   I hope you’ll find your way to the 
Museum sometime in the next year 
to view some outstanding “Detroit 
iron” and marvel at the products  and 

“art” of the hey-day of American automotive de-

It’s my pleasure to fill in for Bruce this month as 
his Ramble duties are taking up his time these 

last days before the big event in Cooperstown, 
NY. Part of the Ramble experience this year is 
the visit to the Northeast Classic Car Museum in 
Norwich, NY. I recently had a great opportunity 
to visit another wonderful local American car col-
lection as I prepared to design a graphic banner 
to represent the new exhibit opening at the Larz 
Anderson Auto Museum in Brookline, MA.  
   I needed some original photos of American 
cars… and the owner of a fabulous personal col-
lection (who shall remain anonymous until the 
exhibit opens) who is lending some of his collec-
tion to the exhibit, invited myself and others from 
Larz Anderson to view the cars and decide on 
which cars should be included. The theme of the 
exhibit will be American Style and Innovation and 
the cars selected will include those with some 
exceptional style or some technical innovation 
that sets them apart.  
   The photos I was able to take and bring to the 
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Susana Weber substituting for Bruce Hauben

Upshifting

It’s more than appropriate to look back at the 
automotive industry during these times and 
think about what made it the envy of the world.

sign and engineering. It’s more than appropriate 
to look back at the automotive industry during 
these times and think about what made it the 
envy of the world. We can always learn something 
if we will listen to our history. The Museum is 
located at 15 Newton Street in Brookline and you 
can visit their web site to check on the hours, etc 
at www.larzanderson.org 

Banner for Larz Anderson forthcoming exhibit

Part of the local car collection that wll be on exhibit

A classic early Corvette is part of the collection
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Calendar
At A Glance

May
2 NER  Autox #1 @ Fort Devens
15-17 Zone 1 Concours & 
   Rally
17 South Shore Rally
18-20 NCR DE @ NHMS

June
13 Tech Session @ Mike’s 
   Autobody
19-21 Zone 1 48 Hours of
   Watkins Glen
28 50th Anniversary Seymour
   Lisker Memorial Rally & Picnic

July
6-8 NER DE @ Mont Tremblant
11 NER Autox #2 @ Fort Devens
10-12 NER DE @ Calabogie
27-28 NER DE @ NHMS

August
2 NER Autox #3 @ Fort Devens
29-30 Zone 1 Autox 
   @Fort Devens

September
2-3 NER DE @ Watkins Glen
10 NER DE @ NHMS
21-22 NCR DE @ Lime Rock
26 50th Anniversary Concours
   d’Elegance @ The Elms In
   Newport, RI

October
12-13 NCR DE @ NHMS
18 NER Autox #4 @ Fort Devens

December
5 Annual Dinner

Autocrossing Time At Last
Saturday, May 2nd @ Fort Devens

The Northeast Region will be kicking 
off its 2009 season of autocrossing on 

Saturday May 2nd at the Moore Airfield, a 
part of the former Fort Devens base. Auto-
crossing is a safe and excellent introduction 
to motor sports as well as a fantastic way 
to learn and improve your on road driv-
ing skills. We are quite fortunate to have a 
venue like Devens. As a retired airfield, not 
unlike a mini-Sebring, it affords us the abil-
ity to build courses that rival regional race-
tracks in size and scope, if not ultimate speed. With forty to fifty corners in a mile and a quarter 
there is ample opportunity to learn and practice multiple aspects of high performance driving, 
from car control and brake technique through corner analysis and chassis setup. All Porsche club 
members are
welcome to attend and can drive their Porsche or “other” vehicle in one of  our street or race 
classes, created to maximize competition and let you enjoy your Porsche the way it was designed 
to be used. In addition to the thrill of competing with others in as many as 8 individually timed 
runs you will be eligible for awards. All Novices, defined as someone who has not trophied in an 
NER event, can vie for top honors in each of the classes. All other experienced drivers are eligible 
for trophies throughout the class depending on entry size. 
   Our sponsor for this event is Mike’s Autobody in Malden, owned and operated by long time 
member Mike Noonan. Mike’s provides full service for Porsche and other fine European marques 
specializing in body repair whether caused by accidents or wear and tear. The personalized 
and professional service provided by Mike and his staff have satisfied clients for years and have 
helped his business earn its fine reputation amongst club members. 
   Plan to arrive in plenty of time to allow registration, tech inspection and course walkthrough 
before the driver’s meeting, please see the schedule on the autocross web page. Also make 
sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is offered for a 
nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, liquids are always provided throughout 
the day free of charge. You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part 
of the event. The cost for the day in advance is $35 for members, $40 for non-members. Onsite 
registration is $40 for members, $50 for non-members. Additionally, members may sign up for 
all 4 events in advance and receive a $30 discount; cost for all four events is $110 and must be 
received by April 27. As this year’s Zone 1 event will be held at Devens, the championship series 
will include results from this event as well. Zone 1 is priced separately, details are available at 
http://zone1.pca.org. 
   We look forward to seeing you at this first event and if you have any question concerning the 
event feel free to contact Ron Mann at rjmann@yahoo.com. For registration information, contact 
Jon Cowen at jcowenner@gmail.com.

Directions to Fort Devens 
The event will be at Moore Airfield on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.  
From 128:  Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 
111 North for 2 miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right 
in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right 
turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.  
From 495:  Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. 
After the right turn take a left turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight 
onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.



QUALITY PORSCHE SERVICE & REPAIR
SERVICING 356 TO 997, STREET OR TRACK

SPRING IS HERE!
WHAT BETTER TIME FOR FRESH FLUIDS AND A SAFETY INSPECTION.

PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENTS
DRIVERS SCHOOL AND RACE PREPERATION

- LATEST FACTORY COMPUTERIZED DIAGNOSTICS
- DYNAPACK DYNO SERVICES
- CORNER BAL. FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT
- CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

EVERYTHING TO KEEP YOU IN FRONT OF THE PACK

AND WINNING!

WWW.EUROTECHRACECARS.COM

EUROTECH ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE
14 GRANT STREET
FRAMINGHAM, MA 01702
PH. 508.879.9911
FAX. 508.879.9119



30th Anniversary  
Zone 1 Concours d’Elegance & Rally 

May 15, 16, & 17, 2009 
On May 15-17, 2009, the Northern New Jersey Region will 
host the special 30th Anniversary Zone 1 Charity Concours and 
Rally at the Hilton Hotel in Parsippany, NJ. The weekend 
activities will include a Rally through the historic New Jersey 
countryside, a full and peoples’ choice Concours d’Elegance, 
and a swap meet and vendor sales. On Saturday evening we will 
enjoy a cocktail reception and buffet dinner with guest speaker. 
The net proceeds of the weekend will benefit The Hole in the 
Wall Gang Camp founded by Paul Newman for seriously ill 
children.

The 30th Annual Zone 1 Concours will include two categories –a fully judged Concours (no undercarriages, but 
wheel wells and engines are included), and a peoples’ choice car show for “wash & shine” and historic cars. 
Concours preparation will be on Saturday at the host hotel; washing facilities will be available on site. The 
judged event will also be at the host hotel. Final placement of cars will begin promptly at 8:00am on Sunday 
with judging beginning promptly at 10:30am. If you have any concours questions, contact Ben Rasmussen at 
908-561-0796 or Hank Menkes at 973-227-7615 or email concours@nnjr-pca.com. The Zone 1 concours chair 
is Daniel Deegan 585-729-7435  or email heis968@yahoo.com. 

The 12th Annual Zone 1 Rally will be a straightforward time/speed/distance event designed to challenge the 
competitors’ ability to drive and navigate. The rally will start at the host hotel on Saturday at 12:31pm, will be 
about two hours long, and will be demanding for both novices and the experienced teams. There will be two 
separate classes based on experience. Both classes will run unequipped, meaning only single memory hand-held 
calculators will be allowed, plus stock odometers. All roads are paved so rally cars can participate in the 
concours the next day. There will be a Novice meeting at 11:00am and a Drivers’ meeting at 12:15pm. The first 
car off will be at 12:31pm. Rally awards will be presented at the Saturday evening dinner. Questions about the 
rally, contact Bob Michaelson at 973-492-2014 or email cupcar@optonline.net.

As a special feature in recognition of the historic significance of this year’s event, as was done in the past, we 
will hold an old fashioned swap meet and vendor sale on Saturday in the hotel parking lot. Spaces will be 
available at a moderate cost. This is a great opportunity to do some spring-cleaning and redistribution of those 
recent Hershey acquisitions. 

The host hotel for the weekend will be the Parsippany Hilton Hotel. Participants who wish to stay at the hotel 
should make their own reservations by calling the hotel directly at 973-267-7373 and asking for the Porsche 
Club rate of $109/night. 

Further details and the event registration form will follow shortly. 

Weekend Schedule

Friday Afternoon-Registration, Evening-Hospitality Saturday Mid-day -Rally (starting at the Hilton) 
Saturday Morning- Registration, Novice Rally Prep Saturday Evening- Cocktail reception and Dinner 
Saturday All Day- Concours Prep & Swap Meet Sunday All Day- Concours d’Elegance 
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Spring Time South Shore Rally & Sunday Brunch @ Firefly’s
Sunday, May 17th 

On May 17th, NER invites all of you to take a scenic Sunday drive ending up at fellow NER member and event sponsor Steve 
Uliss’ Firefly’s Restaurant in Quincy for their Sunday Brunche.  

   We will meet at the MacDonald’s parking lot located on Rte 128/I-95 South at the Rte 16 Exit at 10:30 am, where you can have 
a coffee and socialize with your fellow club members, talking about all the tweaks you made (or planned to make) to the old 
Porsche over this long and endless winter, or compare plans for enjoying the upcoming NER season of autocross, DE, and other 
events.  
   Note that the entrance to McDonald’s is just after the actual exit for Rte 16 on Rte 128 Southbound side only — like an unmarked 
rest stop — do not take the exit itself. 
   Before we depart, we will hold a driver’s meeting to discuss the route, timetable, and other details. Printed directions will be pro-
vided complete with a list of rally checkpoints for you to follow. The group will plan to depart MacDonald’s at 11:00 am. After that, 
each car is on their own to make their way to our destination, so staying within site of the group is your best option. Directions to 
Firefly’s from I-95 (highway version) are provided below, just in case. 
   Our route will take us on a scenic ride through Southeastern MA on secondary roads through Dover and Medfield, then head-
ing southeast out toward the coast. We’ll then basically follow the coastline up to Quincy, arriving at Firefly’s between 1:00 and 
1:30 for their Sunday Southern Brunch Buffet. Members will be on their own for the Brunch Buffet — bring your appetite for some 
good eating with fellow PCA friends after a morning drive. Once you arrive, park with the other Porsches and identify yourself as a 
Porsche Club member to be seated in our group area. 
   Pre-registration is requested for this event. We need to advise the staff of our group size prior to arrival. 

Directions: 

From Rte 16 McDonald’s on Rte 128 South: Take Route 95 South until it turns into route 93 North. Take Exit 8 to Furnace Brook 
Parkway. At Traffic Circle, take 1st exit onto Furnace Brook Parkway. Turn Left on Adams Street. Look for 516 Adams Street (Firefly’s 
Restaurant) on the left. 

Maps, additional directions, and more information are available at: www.fireflysbbq.com/Quincy.htm 
Firefly’s Quincy Telephone: 617 471 0016

Registration Request: Spring Time South Shore Rally

 Name(s): ____________________________________________   #Of People In Party: ______
 
 Address: ____________________ City / State / Zip: __________________________________

 Phone: ______________________  email: __________________________________________

 Please pre-register for this event by May 10th ; email Chris Ryan at 
 ryan28@charter.net or mail this form to: Chris Ryan, 28 Myrick Lane, Harvard, MA 01451

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y
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Drivers Education Novice Day May 18th & Drivers Education Event May 19th & 20th
Registration opened March 1, 2009 through North Country Region’s website

It’s finally here! The weather, the opportunity…the driving season! It’s been a long, snowy winter and you’ve spent too many 
nights on a cold, damp garage floor getting everything just right.  Soon it will be time to come out and play. Northeast Region 
(NER) and North Country Region (NCR) are pleased to kick off the Drivers Education season with an event that has something for 
everyone at the New Hampshire Motor Speedway (NHMS) in Loudon, NH.  On May 18th we will be running a special Novice Day 
and that will be followed by a 2-day event on May 19th & 20th with full DE activities.
   Novice Day (May 18th) is perfect for those who have never participated in a Driver Education event and who would like to learn 
about it in a safe and low stress environment. Drivers in the Green and Yellow run groups may also register in order to participate 
in the full set of Novice Day activities. Those activities will include extended classroom sessions in performance driving techniques, 
skid pad and slalom training, followed by time on the race track itself accompanied by a qualified PCA instructor. 
   On May 19th & 20th we will be running a full Drivers Education schedule for all drivers from Novice to Instructor.
   NHMS is our home away from home just north of the Massachusetts border in Loudon, NH. It is an easy hour from Boston and 
is the site of many televised races, including NASCAR races.  What is not usually shown on TV is the 1.6 mile road course with 12 
turns and some exciting elevation changes, making for a good learning environment for Novices and a challenging and technical 
drive for our advanced drivers.

Costs for Novice Day (May 18th):
 Novices     $170
 Green/Yellow drivers   $170
 Instructors who register before April 27th  No 
Charge
 Instructors who register April 27th or after $75

Costs for May 19th & 20th:
 Novice/Green/Yellow drivers  $170/day
 Solo Drivers (Blue/White/Black)  $145/day
 Instructors who register before April 27th No Charge
 Instructors who register April 27th or after $75/day

Garages will be available on a first registered, first served basis for $20/day.  See NCR’s website for details – get in early as there are 
a limited number of garages available.
   We look forward to seeing you all there and particularly look forward to meeting any newer drivers who are keen to find out 
about Drivers Education.  Come and join us; you will have a great time!

Registration for both events (all three days) will be handled by North Country Region.
To register go to: http://www.ncr-pca.org

Or contact at NCR:
 Registrar John Lussier 802-728-4457 de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
 Track Chair Paul Frucci 603-491-2265 de@ncr-pca.org

Or if you have questions, feel free to contact your NER representatives:
 Registrar Mark Keefe 508-529-6127 tcreg@porschenet.com
 Track Chair Bruce Hauben 978-952-8517 tcchair@porschenet.com
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NER will be holding a Tech Topics meeting at Mike’s Autobody in 
Malden on Saturday June 13th. Owner Mike Noonan will be on 

hand to discuss body repair, modifications for racing, and details on 
how to effectively manage your insurance claims. Mike also plans 
to have a paintless dent removal specialist on hand who will dem-
onstrate this simple and cost effective method for removing dents 
from your car. Dent removal services will be available to members 
so, if you have a car in need of some attention in this area, bring 
it to this event and take advantage of this service either during or 
after the tech session on Saturday.
   Mike Noonan, owner of Mike’s and long time NER friend and 
sponsor, has been in the auto body repair business since 1975. He 
takes pride in providing a friendly, comfortable place to come for 
the best in auto body repair. Eileen, Mike’s sister, works in the office as the office manager keeping things in hand. Mike’s Autobody 
is dedicated to providing the best auto body repair and collision damage repair services available, and is one of the only shops in 
the area trusted enough by Turner Motorsports and the Porsche Club to work on $500,000 vehicles. They proudly feature a staff of 
I-CAR and ASE-certified technicians. Mike’s Autobody is also the preferred collision repair shop for many major insurance compa-
nies, and is particularly good at negotiating claims adjustments with these companies to make certain that your Porsche, BMW, 
or other fine automobile is repaired to proper standards. Mike’s expertise does not stop with high-end sports cars; they repair all 
makes and models as well.
   Also on hand this Saturday at Mike’s will be NER friend Cindy Markley talking about car cleaning and waxing techniques and 
products — just in time for getting your car cleaned up for another driving season or, better yet, your next Concours d’Elegance 
event. Cindy is full of great information on how to take care or your car and keep it looking its best.
Plan to arrive by 10:00 am on Saturday June 13th. The session will run until about 2:00 pm, unless you stick around for an appoint-
ment with the Dent Doctor. We’ll provide the morning refreshments and lunch. 
   We’d like to get a head-count of attendees prior to this event; you can register by e-mail at ryan28@charter.net (or by regular mail 
using the mail-in form below); please register by Wednesday, June 10th. 

Directions: 
From New Hampshire/Maine/Northern Mass points: Take I-95S toward Boston, Take Exit 46 to continue south on Route 1, Exit 
onto Route 99 westbound. Continue to Mike’s Autobody on your left #251 (through several stop lights and then just past stop light 
for  Broadway St.)

From Boston / South Shore via Rte 93: Head North on I-93, Take exit 28 to Rt. 99/Sullivan Square/Somerville, Turn right on Cam-
bridge Street (w/signs for Rt. 99), Turn right at Maffa Way, At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Alford Street, Continue on 
Broadway/Rt. 99, Mike’s is on your right, #251

Tech Topics Meeting @ Mike’s Autobody
Saturday, June 13th Starting @ 10:00 AM

Registration Request: Tech Topics @ Mike’s Autobody

 Name(s): ____________________________________________   #Of People In Party: ______
 
 Address: ____________________ City / State / Zip: __________________________________

 Phone: ______________________  email: __________________________________________

 Please pre-register for this event by June 10th ; email Chris Ryan at 
 ryan28@charter.net or mail this form to: Chris Ryan, 28 Myrick Lane, Harvard, MA 01451



June 28th, 2009

The
Seymour Lisker 

Memorial 
Pentathlon!!

Back in 1990, as well as some other years, Seymour Lisker, a long time member 
and avid enthusiast of all things Porsche... and for whom the Seymour Lisker

Award is (duh!) named, created a summer pentathlon with five events,
including a short rally, the “NO NUTHIN’ RALLY”

To commemorate the Region’s 50th Anniversary and Seymour’s impact on the
Club, we are creating his pentathlon - not exactly, but close. It promises to be fun for

all as most of the event is not a rally at all. In fact, most of the events are
not held in a car at all! So everyone has a chance to test 

their “skill” and have a chance to trophy at the end.
The event would encompass:

To directly quote the promo for the 1990 Pentathlon, “If you’ve ever done a ”Lisker”
event you know you can expect a few twists to be thrown in to keep things

interesting.” (maybe I’ll go practice my left-handed bowling - or maybe
work on my tricycle slaloming!!). 

Tenative plans are to meet at the Mobil/McDonald’s service center in Newton on 
Rt. 128/I-95 (Southbound) in the McDonald’s parking lot at 11:30. There are restrooms, 

gas and food available there. After check in, a short and largely unnecessary 
driver’s meeting and maybe all the rally refresher training you’ll need, 

we’ll set off around noon to Stage One. (No, getting to the start point, or leaving it
for that matter, does not count as Stage One.) With any luck, we’ll be finishing a few

hours later at a convivial location (read - food/available) with easy access to 
major routes back home. Children are welcome. Given the cost of some of the events,

there will be a $10 per adult ($5 for under 12) charge payable at check-in.

More details to follow, so stay tuned. Questions? Call Carol or Drew at (781) 320-5676 or
email at Drew911@porschenet.com... or call Russ Merriam at (508) 520-1619 or email

at russ_merriam@bigfoot.com

The
Seymour Lisker 

Memorial 
Pentathlon!!

Stage One: Aquatic Event (not a swimming event)
Stage Two: Miniature Golf
Stage Three: No Nuthin’ Rallly
Stage Four Surprise Event
Stage Five:  Slalom/Time Trials



2009 Driver Education Schedule
Event Date(s) Days  Track  Host Registration  Pricing
       Opens  Inst Solo  Student
May 18-20 M/Tu/W  NHMS  NCR Mar 1  Free $145/day $170/day
July 6-8  M/Tu/W  Mt Tremblant NER Mar 1  $255 $495  $570
July 10-12 F/Sa/Su  Calabogie NER Mar 1  $255 $495  $570
July 27-28 M/Tu  NHMS  NER Mar 1  Free $290  $340
Aug 7  Fri  NHMS  NCR Mar 1  Free $145  $170
Sept 2-3 W/Thu  Watkins Glen NER Mar 1  $160 $310  $360
Sept 10  Thu  NHMS  NER Mar 1  Free $145  $170
Sept 21  M  Lime Rock NCR Mar 1  $50 $195  $195
Oct 10-12 Sa/Su/M NHMS  NCR Mar 1  Free $435  $510 

Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun: 
This year we have organized a coordinated calendar between 
the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) regions of the 
PCA. These coordinated events provide the dedicated DE 
enthusiast the chance for 20 days of driving on five differ-
ent circuits; including a return to Lime Rock Park. In answer 
to many requests, we have 2 weekend events in 2009. One at 
our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
(NHMS) – www.nhms.com with 10 total days there; and a 3 day 
weekend at Calabogie Motorsports Park (CMP) – www.calabo-
giemotorsports.com.  

For those new to DE:  
2009 will feature our annual Novice Day with a few new 
wrinkles. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, one-hour 
drive north of Boston) on May 18th and will be hosted by NCR 
with our NER Track Committee overseeing the morning half of 
the day. The morning will include special programs for Novices 
including car control clinics on a skid pad, slalom course, and 
braking exercises as well as classroom time with pro-driver and 
coach Dennis Machio covering basic driving, driving tech-
niques, terms, fundamentals and objectives. The afternoon for 
Novices will be devoted to on-track driving with experienced 
NER/NCR instructors. Note: While details are still being worked 
out, the plan is for this day, May 18th to be devoted to Novices. 
Since registration numbers are obviously unknown, a wait list will 
be initiated for  Green and Yellow run group drivers who will be 
admitted, with Green having first priority, if there are more instruc-
tors than required for the Novice groups. The following 2 days, 
May 19-20 will be normal DE days for ALL run groups.

No more paper… save the planet!  
NER will no longer be accepting paper registration. To register 

for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so online at 
www.clubregistration.net. Once registered with clubregistra-
tion.net it is a quick, simple process to sign up for an event, and 
payment through PayPal is available. You will, however, still be 
able to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our web 
site for details. For NCR hosted events go to their website www.
ncr-pca.org and their registration site www.motorsportreg.
com.  

Registration Process: 
How to register: 
The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two 
different websites for registration, one for NER events (www.
clubregistration.net) and another for NCR events (www.motor-
sportreg.com). Though we’re both sponsoring all events, only 
one region will handle the registration for an event.

On the event calendar you will notice the host region is 
identified. Although both regions will be working together to 
coordinate the actual event days, it is the host region that will 
handle registration. All rules, policies and pricing will be the 
same regardless of host region. The host region’s registration 
web site will be the only point of registration for the events 
they are hosting. This means, for example, for the May 18-20th 
event at New Hampshire you must go to NCR’s (the host’s) reg-
istration web site (www.motorsportreg.com) to register. For the 
July 6-8 Mont Tremblant event you must go to NER’s registra-
tion website (www.clubregistration.net) etc. 
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for any event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration web sites may have 
differences in formats. In all cases this should be a one-time 
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continued on page 22

affair unless your vehicle and/or other profile items change. 
After you have provided your details to each region, you 
will be able to log in and will be automatically remembered.                                                                                                                                      
   At the end of this copy you will find contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues or 
questions with registering either yourself as a driver or for any 
particular event, please do not hesitate to contact any of us. 
As a general rule, it should be as simple as going to the host 
region’s web site, finding the menu item for Driver Education 
and then following the link to registration; or going directly to 
the registration web site.

When to register: 
In most cases registration for all events opens on March 1st, 
2009. 
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a first-come, first-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the regis-
tration opening day we strongly suggest you register as early 
as possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This 
is particularly important for the Green & Yellow student 
groups as the number admitted to any event is dependent 
upon the number of instructors signing up. Instructors are 
notoriously late in registering; so Student drivers, sign up 
early.

Other important information about registration: 
Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct regions, 
we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and procedures 
to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even so, please 
familiarize yourself by reading the host region’s policies as 
found on their individual web sites: NER www.porschenet.com 
and NCR www.ncr-pca.org.  Do not assume that rules you are 
used to with your home region will be the same with those of 
other regions.

A few registration caveats:
Registration closes 2 weeks prior to an event: Signing up for 
an event without paying is not a full registration. Until your 
payment is received, either check or credit card through PayPal, 
you are not registered and a space will not be held for you in 
the event.
If you pay after the 2-week cut-off or at the event with per-
mission of the registrar, you may be subject to a $100 / event 
surcharge.
   With the exception of the May 18-20 event at NHMS, all 
registrations will normally be for the entire 1, 2, or 3 days of the 
event. A driver wishing to register for fewer days than the entire 
event may have to pay a surcharge ($25 / day) and should first 
check with the registrar.
   Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit 
as many student drivers as possible.     
   If Instructors register within 2 weeks of an event, they will pay 
an additional $25 / day beyond the Instructor rate. In the case 
of NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event and 
$75 / day.  
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Registrar, 

Chief Instructor and/or Track Chair and will be determined by the 
individual circumstances of each event. 

Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event? 
You must be 18 years or older
You must be a currently licensed driver
You must not be under the influence of drowsiness-induc-

ing or mind-altering substances (prescribed or not) 
prior to or during the event.

You are a member of PCA or other recognized car club.

What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event? 
Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding tractors, 
because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or other car club recognized 
by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the above at our shared 
events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar de-registrar@ncr-
pca.org.   
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specific rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced by 
any other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar. Some older Porsche cars 
(pre-1969) may be required to modify the mountings of, or 
install, seat belts. Host web sites will give details of require-
ments http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/53/47/  
and should be checked periodically to stay current with any 
changes. All vehicles are required to have (at least) 3-point seat 
belts. 
   For vehicles modified from original specification, please check 
your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, check 
for specific details regarding the installation of racing har-
nesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on both 
passenger and driver seats http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/
content/view/53/47/.  Also be aware that many tracks restrict 
permissible noise — a modified exhaust may not be accept-
able.

What else is needed?
Both regions will require that your vehicle be given a pre-track 
Technical Inspection by a recognized PCA Inspector. These 
inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event 
and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-wor-
thiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along with 
downloadable “Tech” forms http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/
images/PDF_Files/techform.pdf and a list of recognized inspec-
tors http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/54/48 
can be found at each of the host regions’ web sites. Each host 
region will have slightly different forms and requirements, 
but each will accept the host region’s “Tech” form signed and 
stamped by another region’s registered tech inspector. Please 
be aware, however, that technical inspection does not remove 
the responsibility from the driver/owner of any vehicle for the 
vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region 
and/or track requirements. 
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
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helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2000, SA2005, M2005 or M2000. 
In all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for their fire 
safety qualities. If you’re buying a helmet for the first time, 
make sure you get an SA2005. Helmet certification occurs every 
5 years and are valid in PCA events for 10 years. So an SA2000 will 
only be valid for 2 more years. 
   All regions will require a 2-½ lb (minimum) class BC or ABC 
fire extinguisher be mounted in a metal bracket and bolted to 
a metal surface. Some regions (including NER) allow a one-time 
exemption from this requirement for the first event a driver 
attends. So you first time Novice drivers attending the May 18th 
event at NHMS are exempted for that first event.

In summary:
Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to 

enter
Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver Educa-

tion

Go to their registration site and register for events 
Pay online or forward a check to the host region
Have a fire extinguisher installed in your car (1st event 

exempted)
Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds 

SA2000 or M2000
Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks before 

the event
Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home region’s 

web site
Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you 

will need it at the event
Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring that 

appear on all regions web sites
 The sub-menus under “Driver Education”- “On The 

Track” at our web site http://www.porschenet.com/
JCMS/content/view/61/56/ are valuable reading for 
all.

Come to the track and have fun

Contact Information:
Northeast Region (NER)   http://www.porschenet.com                      email address
Registrar    Mark Keefe 508-529-6127  mxk@charter.net 
Track co-Chair    Bruce Hauben 978-952-8517  bmh993@porschenet.com 
Track co-Chair    George Bixby 603-398-1894  fitleist@aol.com   
Event Registration   www.clubregistration.net 

North Country Region (NCR)  http://www.ncr-pca.org 
Registrar    John Lussier 802-728-4457  de-registrar@ncr-pca.org 
Track Chair / Registrar   Paul Frucci 603-491-2265  de@ncr-pca.org  
Event Registration   www.motorsportreg.com  

I’ve negotiated some fantastic hotel rates for our LCMT DE drivers and their families. Remember that all rates are subject to the 
usual 3% Tremblant Fee; 5% GST and 7.5% PST. Conversely, as of mid-March the dollar exchange rate will save you 22% on these 
rates that are quoted in CAD.
   The Fairmont Hotel (5 Star) fairmont.com/tremblant base room rate for us is $129 CAD (normally $249 CAD); Deluxe Rooms 
begin at $159 CAD (normally $279 CAD) and Suites begin at $199 CAD (normally $349 CAD); single or double occupancy. Chil-
dren under the age of 18 stay free; the WiFi charge has been waived; secured valet parking is $18.50 CAD per night, required. 
You may self-park if you prefer (still $18.50/night) but it’s really convenient to call from your room and have your car/truck waiting 
for you at the front door. And if you’ve got a big truck you don’t have to worry about finding an outdoor space, the hotel handles 
that for you. So for about $115 US + taxes you get a 5 Star hotel, WiFi, SECURE parking, pools, spas and other amenities.
   The Reservation Department number to call is 1-877-277-3767; our booking code is “PORS0709”. The rates are good until June 
5, 2009. Cancellations within 72 hrs. of scheduled arrival, no shows and/or early departures are subject to a penalty of full stay 
guestroom room plus applicable taxes.
   Lodge de la Montagne www.Tremblant.ca base room rate for us is $92 CAD; Studio at $99 CAD; 1 BR Suite at $109 CAD & 2 
BR Suite at $157 CAD; WiFi is $10 CAD/night if desired and unsecured self-parking is $10 CAD/night. So for about $88 US + taxes 
you get a reputable hotel (for first timers this or it’s equivalent is where many have stayed in the past), WiFi, unsecured indoor 
parking, pools, spas, on site water games for kids, and other amenities.
   The Reservation phone number is 1-866-253-0093; our booking code is 2MA7L5. These rates and rooms are good until June 5, 
2009. A deposit for the first night and taxes will be taken when the room is reserved. Cancellations within 14 days of scheduled 
arrival will forfeit the entire deposit.

Mont-Tremblant Hotel Information
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North America is fortunate to have a road course like Watkins Glen International.  The facility is the con-
tinuation of a road racing tradition dating back to 1948, when sports cars raced on the 6.6-mile course 

through the village of Watkins Glen.  The permanent road course was built in 1956 and has been continu-
ally upgraded since that time, now hosting NASCAR, GrandAm, IndyCar, HSR, SVRA and PCA events.  The 
Zone 1 48 Hours at Watkins Glen is not only a driving event, one of the longest running Driver Ed events in 
PCA, it is also a social event, bringing together members from the Zone and beyond.
   The driver education event will consist of nearly two hours per day at speed for each entrant on Saturday 
and Sunday.  Friday is our annual Zone 1 Instructor Day, including PCA National Instructor Certification.  
This year, the entry fee will include a Saturday evening reception at the Glen Club at the foot of the “esses.”  
The cost of the event is $250 per entrant. Online registration will be handled by http://clubregistration.net 
and Paypal remittances. Registration opens on April 15 and closes May 15.  It is sure to be a sell-out again 
this year! More details can be found beginning April 1 at http://zone1.pca.org. 
   After your registration fee is paid and your application is accepted, you will receive a confirmation email 
with additional information and requirements. Please read the email and make sure you follow all the 
requirements contained in the registration package, including a pre-event technical inspection. 
   If you have a Zone 1 Voucher, complete the registration and make your PayPal payment. Upon accep-
tance, send your Zone 1 Voucher to the registrar and you will receive a credit for the amountr of the voucher. 
   

Zone 1 Forty-Eight Hours of Watkins Glen Driver Education Event
Saturday / Sunday June 19th - 21st

Your destination is unique. Your financial road map should be too.  
At Morgan Stanley, we provide a personal and comprehensive  
approach to helping you manage your wealth so you can spend  
your time enjoying your passion.

Talk to us today and we’ll help you get started.

Investments and services are offered through Morgan Stanley & Co. 
Incorporated, member SIPC. © 2007 Morgan Stanley
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The Ledoux Greer Group

Bruce Ledoux 
Senior Vice President 
Wealth Advisor

The Ledoux Greer Group 
45 William Street, Suite 130 
Wellesley, MA 02481 
Toll Free: 866-752-4220 
bruce.ledoux@morganstanley.com



2009 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Registration Opened March 1, 2009
The Northeast Region is returning to Mt. Tremblant for what has become an annual
Canadian visit to this outstanding 2.65 mi. - or if you prefer 4.26 km. - track set in the 
heart of the beautiful Laurentian mountains. With 15 turns anchored by famous 
Namerow and a great “pucker factor” up-hill, blind apex Turn 2 and major elevation 
changes, the cricuit (LCMT) o�ers everything imaginable for every driver from 
beginner to advanced. Many track junkies will be extending their Canadian stay with
an easy 4 hr. trip to Calabogie Motorsports Park for our July 10-12 DE, details elsewhere.

For you �rst timers to LCMT, the area is a world-class resort destination, an ideal place
to bring the family for their summer vacation while you play on the track. Most 
attractions are an easy walk from your hotel including golf, boating, swimming, hiking,
biking, shopping and dining with many activities speci�cally aimed at kids. Check out
www.tremblant.ca. for details. And the icing on the cake, as of this writing you can look
forward to a 22% discount on everything in Canada due to our favorable exchange rate.

We’ve negotiated great hotel rates... details elsewhere in this issue.

Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant has a storied history, hosting race winners like Mario
Andretti, Dan Gurney,  Jackie Stewart and more recently, Didier Theys. Several years
ago the track was renovated, widened and repaved, and a much safer track evolved.
NER will hold one of our signature 60 minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start
for advanced Black and Red Group drivers, emulated by some, duplicated by none.
Both participants and spectators alike seem to enjoy this part of the event.

LCMT enforces strict noise limits of 92 db at 15 meters. For more info follow the links 
on the Event Info page of the DE Section of the NER website www.porschenet.com.
LCMT also restricts run groups to 30 cars each. Register early or you may miss out.

Crossing the US/CA border is easy. For US citizens a passport is required to re-enter the 
US if over 19 years old. 18 and under, proof of citizenship is necessary, i.e. birth certi�cate.

Register at www.clubregistration.net and full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
 Students     $570
 Signed o� Drivers   $495
 Instructors (before June 22)  $255
      (June 22 and later) $330

Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at 
www.porschenet.com Please make sure your email address is current in your 
clubregistration.net pro�le.
Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com; 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Bruce Hauben, Track Chair, TCChair@PorscheNet.com; 
or 978-952-8517 before 8 PM.

July 6, 7 & 8, 2008
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Friday, July 9 - Sunday, July 12, 2009
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NER is pleased to announce that we will be returning for the third year to Calabogie
Motorsports Park (CMP) with a 3-day event to be co-hosted this year by NCR. Once
again all three days will be open to all run groups and NER will hold one of its signature
60 minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for advanced Black and Red Group
drivers.

CMP was a brand new in 2007 and is a 5.05 km (3.03 mile) road track with 23 turns, 
65’ of elevation change and a 2,000’ main straight. It is located just west of Ottawa and 
is a short 490 mile drive from the Boston area. And if you combine this wvent with NER‘s
LCMT event on July 6 - 8, Calabogie is just a 160 mile drive from Mont Tremblant that
will take less than four hours on July 9th.

Those who have already had a chance to drive at CMP report that it is one awesome
circuit. Designed by Alan Wilson (designer of Barber, Carolina and the recent recon-
struction of LCMT), it’s no surprise that CMP is fantastic to drive. To have a preview of the
track, go to www.calabogiemotorsports.com. While you are at the website, check out the
improvements to the facilities at the track as well as information about local hotels and
restaurants.

Crossing the US/CA border is simple and hassle free. For US citizens a passport is re-
quired to re-enter the US if over 19 years old. If 18 or younger, proof of citizenship is 
necessary, i.e., birth certi�cate or passport.

Our events are open to current PCA, BMW and other recognized car club members.

Register at www.clubregistration.net and full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
 Students     $570
 Signed o� Drivers   $495
 Instructors (before June 26)  $255
      (June 26 and later) $330

Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at 
www.porschenet.com Please make sure your email address is current in your 
clubregistration.net pro�le.
Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com; 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Bruce Hauben, Track Chair, TCChair@PorscheNet.com; 
or 978-952-8517 before 8 PM.

Registration Opened March 1, 2009
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Registration Opened March 1, 2009
The Northeast Region is returning to Mt. Tremblant for what has become an annual
Canadian visit to this outstanding 2.65 mi. - or if you prefer 4.26 km. - track set in the 
heart of the beautiful Laurentian mountains. With 15 turns anchored by famous 
Namerow and a great “pucker factor” up-hill, blind apex Turn 2 and major elevation 
changes, the cricuit (LCMT) o�ers everything imaginable for every driver from 
beginner to advanced. Many track junkies will be extending their Canadian stay with
an easy 4 hr. trip to Calabogie Motorsports Park for our July 10-12 DE, details elsewhere.

For you �rst timers to LCMT, the area is a world-class resort destination, an ideal place
to bring the family for their summer vacation while you play on the track. Most 
attractions are an easy walk from your hotel including golf, boating, swimming, hiking,
biking, shopping and dining with many activities speci�cally aimed at kids. Check out
www.tremblant.ca. for details. And the icing on the cake, as of this writing you can look
forward to a 22% discount on everything in Canada due to our favorable exchange rate.

We’ve negotiated great hotel rates... details elsewhere in this issue.

Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant has a storied history, hosting race winners like Mario
Andretti, Dan Gurney,  Jackie Stewart and more recently, Didier Theys. Several years
ago the track was renovated, widened and repaved, and a much safer track evolved.
NER will hold one of our signature 60 minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start
for advanced Black and Red Group drivers, emulated by some, duplicated by none.
Both participants and spectators alike seem to enjoy this part of the event.

LCMT enforces strict noise limits of 92 db at 15 meters. For more info follow the links 
on the Event Info page of the DE Section of the NER website www.porschenet.com.
LCMT also restricts run groups to 30 cars each. Register early or you may miss out.

Crossing the US/CA border is easy. For US citizens a passport is required to re-enter the 
US if over 19 years old. 18 and under, proof of citizenship is necessary, i.e. birth certi�cate.

Register at www.clubregistration.net and full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
 Students     $570
 Signed o� Drivers   $495
 Instructors (before June 22)  $255
      (June 22 and later) $330

Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at 
www.porschenet.com Please make sure your email address is current in your 
clubregistration.net pro�le.
Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com; 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Bruce Hauben, Track Chair, TCChair@PorscheNet.com; 
or 978-952-8517 before 8 PM.

July 6, 7 & 8, 2008
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Pylon Dodging Round 2
Sunday July 11th @ Fort Devens

Northeast Region Cone Killers will be shifting up into second 
on Saturday, July 12th at the crown jewel of autocrossing here 

in the Northeast, Moore Airfield on the former Fort Devens. Like 
all our events, AX Number 2 will feature speeds ranging up to 65 
MPH on a course guaranteed to be over a mile and a quarter long. 
There’s little doubt that you will have the time of your life and 
make some new friends! All Porsche club members are welcome 
to attend and can drive their Porsche or “other” vehicle in one of 15 
Porsche and one non-Porsche classes. The events are designed to 
permit friendly competition while providing a venue for develop-
ing and honing your driving skill. We make sure you get to enjoy 
your Porsche in the way the manufacturer intended! So if you’ve 
never tried AX and just wonder what it’s like, come on out and try 
it. We have plenty of instructors on hand to help introduce you to 
this exciting form of motor sport. 
   Beyond the thrill of competing with others in as many as 8 
individually timed runs, we continue this year with our relaxed passenger rules so that you’ll be able to ride with experienced 
competitors to see just how they do it. Even more seat time! And, of course there are trophies for each event as well as a season 
championship for each of the Porsche classes. All Novices, defined as someone who has not trophied in an NER event, can vie for 
top honors in each of the classes. All other experienced drivers are eligible for trophies throughout the class depending on entry 
size. And think about it, despite the higher cost of fuel and travel this year, you can still have the time of your life for just $35 as a 
PCA member when registering by mail or on line at www.motorsportsreg.com in advance. Onsite registration is also available for a 
cost of $40. 
   Our sponsor for this event is FireFly’s, purveyors of some of the finest Bar-b-que you’ll ever taste anywhere. Not only does owner 
Steve Uliss have a passion for great food, but he’s got a passion for Porsche’s as well. Steve attends a number of driving our events. 
Frankly, the man certainly has the right idea. It’s almost impossible to imagine a day better spent than smoking up a few tires 
out at Devens followed up some of Steve’s smokin baby backs with his awesome Beelzebar sauce. FireFly’s has three locations in 
Framingham, Marlborough and Quincy. 
   Plan to arrive in plenty of time to allow registration; tech inspection and course walk through before the driver’s meeting; see the 
schedule on the autocross web page. Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is 
offered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, while liquids are always provided throughout the day free of 
charge. You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event. We look forward to seeing you at this 
first event and if you have any questions concerning the event feel free to contact Ron Mann at rjmann@yahoo.com. If your plan-
ning on attending or for further registration information, contact Jon Cowen at jcowenner@gmail.com.

Directions to Fort Devens
The event will be at Moore Airfield on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.
From 128: Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route111 North for 2 miles. At the rotary, 
take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto Bishop 
Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance. 
From 495: Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left 
turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross 
entrance.



2009 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Registration Opened March 1, 2009 at www.clubregistration.net    

Directions to the track will be included in your event packet. As all communications
will be via email, please ensure that your email address is legible on your 
ClubRegistration.net pro�le.

Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCreg@porschenet.com 
or 508-529-6127 before 8 PM.  
Event questions? Contact Bruce Hauben, Track Chair at TCChair@porschenet.com 
or 978-952-8517 before 8 PM.

Monday/Tuesday, July 27/28, 2009

NER in cooperation with NCR will be holding a two day event at New Hampshire
Motor Speedway (NHMS) on Monday and Tuesday, July 27 & 28, 2009. This gives
us all a great opportunity to do what we love to do at a track close to home.
Instructors who register early are free of charge so we hope to see you all there.

NHMS is our home away from home just north of the Massachusetts border in 
Loudon, New Hampshire. It is an easy hour from Boston and is the site of many 
televised races, including NASCAR events. What is not usually shown on TV is the
1.6 mile road course with 12 turns and some nice elevation changes making for 
a good learning environment for Novices and a challenging drive for advanced drivers.

As usual, this event is open to current PCA or BMW club members... (and members
of other car clubs.)

Registration for this event will be handled by NER through www.clubregistraion.net and
full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com. Pricing as follows:
 Green and Yellow Group Students   $340
 Signed o� Students   $290
 Instructors (who register before July 13th) No charge
 Instructors (who register July 13th onward) $150

MOTOR SPEEDWAY

Garages will be available on �rst come �rst serve basis for $25. Sign up now
to ensure a spot and a garage.

We look forward to seeing you all there and particularly look forward to meeting any 
newer drivers who may have missed the May Novice event.



24th Annual Zone One Autocross 

Aug.29-30, 2009 Moore Airfield Ft. Devens Ayer MA

The Event 
Two-day event.  New course each day; Parade 
Competition Rules (PCRs) are used for classifying & 
trophies. Men’s & Women’s parallel classes; Must 
compete both days to trophy; Team Challenge for All 
PCA Regions; Registration opens 8 AM sharp; First car 
off approx 9:15 AM; Porsche cars only; Dinner on 
Saturday night after the event.

Cost
$60/person early bird-registration until 8/15/09 
$85/person after 8/15/09 or at event 
Amounts are for one or two days;  
Maximum 2 drivers per car per class;  
Dates refer to postmark. 

Host Hotel 
Springhill Suites by Marriot
(http://devenscommoncenter.com)
31 Andrews Parkway Devens MA 
Phone: 978 772 3030 
Rate: $129/night + tax 
Refer to Code: “AXPC” for group rate 
You must book by 7/28/09 for group rate 

Event Contacts
Zone 1 Autocross Chair: Don Coburn 
(516) 804-2562 autoxerpca@aol.com
Zone 1 Registrar: Lin Hurd 
(607)-564-7517 before 9pm EST 
linhurd@hughes.net

2009 Zone 1 Autocross Registration Form Registration Opens June 1st  
Links to the PCRs and other event info will be posted on the Zone 1 website - http://zone1.pca.org/

Entrant: __________________________ (Car #         ) Model/year: __________________________________ 

Co-entrant: _______________________ (Car #          ) PCR class: __________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ Sat. Dinner: $45/person x ____ persons = $ ________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________ AX Fee paid $_____ x _____ entrants = $ __________ 

Phone (eve): ________________________________                       Total Amount Enclosed: $ __________ 

E-mail: LEGIBLE PLEASE!_____________________________________  

PCA Region: _________________________________  Checks payable to: Zone 1 PCA (US Funds Only) 

Mail to: Lin Hurd 151 Vankirk Rd. Newfield, NY 14867 
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The Fiftieth Anniversary Concours d’Elegance
Saturday, September 26th - Newport RI

In celebration of the Northeast Region’s 50th Anniversary, please plan on joining your fellow club members on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 for a day of Porsches – old and new - in Newport, RI. The highlight of the day will be a judged concours, featuring mem-

ber-owned Porsches, from the Northeast Region as well as other regions in Zone 1.  We will also have areas set aside for members 
to park their own Porsches and show them off informally. 
   If you’ve never been to a concours, come out and join us - this is a perfect time and place to see one.  If you’re an old hand at 
concours, this will be a wonderful setting to exhibit and view our beloved cars.  Please watch for more details later in the spring! 
As an added bonus, the Newport Wine and Food Festival will take place on the same dates. We’ll provide more information on that 
as well, in case you would like to make it a long weekend.

Save The Date - 2010 New England Ramble 
Friday - Sunday, April 30 - May 2, 2010

NOTICE: To Everyone Who Missed the Just Completed ’09 Ramble to Cooperstown. You missed the best ever Ramble – not my 
assessment, but according to everyone I spoke with. You don’t want to miss the 2010 Ramble. 

   We’re gong to another of the “Historic Hotels of America”, our 5th in the past 6 years. They’re all first class; The Sagamore, The Equi-
nox, The Balsams, The Otesaga and in 2010 – The Mountain View Grand in Whitefield, NH.  
   Check it out at www.mountainviewgrand.com; a first class resort with a world class spa. Pricing will be extra sharp as we want 
to sell out the 145 rooms and “own” the resort for out weekend. Hope to see 145 cars and 290 + fanatics next year; stay tuned for 
further details but do put it on your calendar today!
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Novice Autocross School
Copy By Ron Mann, Photos By John Bergen

Some say that if he was college educated, his courses 
might be as fun as a coed dormitory on Thursday morn-
ing and that if, in the unlikely event he couldn’t find 

someone to work the gate, he’d padlock the place, strap 
everyone into the back of his diesel pickup truck with trailer 
tie downs and wheel them around the airfield backwards so 
they’d truly understand the meaning of the word ocular. All we 
know is he’s currently the AX Chair. And this year, he, me, was 
hell bent on stuffing the day with students and as much seat 
time as was humanly possible.  
   It takes a substantial amount of optimism and humor when 
planning an outdoor activity in the Boston area anywhere on 
the south side of Mother’s Day.  Typically, where weather is con-
cerned, event organizers can expect a lower chance of success 
than can be had by shoving fistfuls of quarters through slots 
at Foxwoods. Don’t play, unless you can afford to lose. And 
nowhere is this truer than when it comes to autocrossing in 
Ayer, for the divvying up of weekend dates between the clubs 
is always a gamble. For 2009, when the Devens authorities 
yanked the handle on the season schedule, as far as the school 
was concerned, we drew three lemons. Opening weekend, 
Sunday, April 5th. This meant all winter the staff had to pray, 
cross fingers and consult shamans to get even the slightest 
chance for a drivable day.  

   Wednesday, rain, high 30s. Thursday, overcast, drizzle. Friday, 
rain. Saturday, showers, clearing towards sundown. Sunday, 
sunny, windy, high of 60. Monday, pouring rain. On this point 
the committee won out. I was actually a little disappointed we 
hit the single break in the weather for the entire week. When 
last we were engaged in training the new recruits at Devens, it 
was cold, miserable, wet. Awful weather for the drivers, but per-
fect weather for driving when the object is car control.  This was 
proven out by the rapid progression of a number of last years 
students. Nevertheless, regardless of which side of the street 
the precipitation had chosen to fall, as the old adage admon-
ishes, we embrace the lemons and make lemonade.  
   Not much of that recipe has changed over the years, which is 
a good thing. We, or should I say Nann, did the annual prin-
ciples of high performance driving lecture which was followed 
by a mad rush to the skid pads, slaloming, threshold and trail 
braking exercises. Given the size of the student body, to ensure 
maximum seat time, we extended each of the driving sessions 
to an hour. After lunch, another small innovation, a lecture from 
Bill Seymour on the finer points of efficient and safe course 
work.  
   If there is a downside, I rarely have difficulty in experienc-
ing it, for every year I make the same mistake. I get to the site 
early, set up and adjudicate the exercises, do the driver meet-

A 356 starts a practice run
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continued on page 40

ing, do the instructors meeting. Then after driving a few of the 
exercises solo during the lecture to make sure I can still can 
(thanks for the use of the RSA George, fantastic car those 964s), 
it’s jump in and out of cars for three hours straight. Then, while 
everyone breaks for lunch, build the afternoon course. So far, so 
good, excepting that I never remember to stay hydrated. By the 
time I manage to down a bottle of water, I was already done 
for.  I barely managed to stagger around just long enough to 
complete the afternoon course before the natives got too rest-
less. So for all you old hands, just remember to budget for fluids 
at your first event of the year.  The course, thankfully, was well 
received and the remainder of the afternoon was to great ef-
fect. Though thoroughly done in, I did manage to spend some 

time alternately chauffeuring and riding with a number of the 
students. You can get an idea of what the cab service was like at 
http://vimeo.com/4036776.  
   With the passing of each school, I always manage to come 
away with a few important remembrances.  This year there 
were two. The first was in the right seat of 944 turbo on skid 
pad #2. I was wrestling with the driver for control of the wheel, 
holding as firmly as possible to force him to steer with the 
throttle, but after two runs, I simply couldn’t get him to trust 
his right foot. On the final run around, I just started to scream. 
Gas! Gas! GAS! GAS! NOW LIFT!!!!!!!!!  “See,” says I, “we added too 
much throttle and pushed 20 feet off line, then when you lifted, 

back in we came, albeit rather abruptly. Steer with your foot.” 
Light bulb, Bingo, Success. After a half a dozen more circuits, I 
was hoarse, but the tail was hanging out, and it was held there 
by a first timer for four straight circuits. Astonishingly beautiful. 
   The second moment I came away with proves that we don’t 
entirely do these schools out of respect for the doctrine of 
Mother Teresa. A couple of the younger students and I were 
chatting up some key notions when one of them made a 
remark which solidified my personal understanding of the 
subconscious mental process when at full tilt. For years, I have 
been preaching to students that before entering any corner, 
its imperative to see in the minds eye the magic line on which 
you want the car to travel through the corner. In doing so, you 
can see where to brake, where to turn, when to get back on the 
throttle. Equally, I’ve given tried to stress on how critical it is to 
develop early recognition, i.e knowing if you’ve turned in early 
or the car is understeering, etc.  I had never actually expressed 
those two thoughts together consciously.  The discussion led 
me to recognize the obvious. By having a inner visual notion of 
exactly where one wants the car to be at any point up to and 
through the corner, you know immediately when the car has 
deviated from the ideal. That’s how to know at the earliest mo-
ment possible a correction must be made, which in turn means 

Looking for the next pylon Right at brake lockup

On the course

Running through the braking exercise
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2009 Newcomer’s Meeting - Hosted By Ira Porsche
Copy By Chris Ryan, Photos By Dave Weber 

It was a beautiful day for a drive and Chris Husband, Sales 
Manager at IRA Porsche in Danvers, MA and his staff did not 
disappoint as they were well prepared for this year’s on-

slaught of 50 eager NER newcomers, along with “the regulars” 
who arrived to partake of the food from Kelly’s roast beef 
and hear all about the exciting and varied activities the the 
Northeast Region of PCA puts on every year. Over 50 people 
showed up to see what was up, and had a chance to mingle 
with the crowd and peruse the tables set up by the various 
Club activity chairs and  learn first hand about some of our 
activities. Of course, the food spread did not disappoint, and 
folks had a chance to partake of the delicious spread laid out 
by IRA Porsche for their guests, while checking out the various 
Porsches positioned on lifts in the shop, as well as in the show-
room and the parking lot. And decorating the entrance were 
several 50th Anniversary banners, supplied by Michelle Wang, to 
remind newcomers and old comers alike that 2009 is a special 
year for our club, having been in existence for 50 years. 
   John Bergen, NER President, kicked off the meeting with a 
welcome to the group and a brief discussion of what the club 
has to offer, and reminding the group that all the activities the 
club offers are a direct result of the hard work of volunteers 
who put in a lot of time and effort to make these things hap-
pen. An attendance call was then made where members were 
invited to introduce themselves, where they were from, and 
what Porsche(s) they drove. Once these introductions were 
completed, Dick Anderson, NER membership chairman, started 
off the group with a good description of the benefits of mem-
bership, and an overview of  the activities NER offers. 

   Bruce Hauben, ex- NER President and current DE track chair 
followed, describing the thrills and challenges of NER’s DE 
program describing al the different tracks visited and how 
everyone can enjoy and learn from DE, regardless of  the level 
at which they wish to engage in it. Ron Mann followed, with 
his passionate description of NER’s autocross series. He pointed 
out how fortunate NER is to have nearby Moore Airfield at the 

former Fort Devens in Ayer, MA as an 
autocross venue. Co-chair Cuan Coulter 
echoed Ron’s comments on how auto-
cross and DE can be mutually beneficial 
activities in terms of really learning what 
your Porsche is capable of doing in a safe 
environment. Joyce Brinton followed 
with an update on this year’s Ramble 
to Cooperstown, NY, which will please 
baseball lovers while offering over 200 
members with an opportunity for a 
relaxing weekend in a very special place. 
Chris Ryan, Administrative VP, reminded 
the crowd that NER holds a number of in-
teresting monthly activities ranging from 
Tech Sessions at local Porsche shops to 
social tours during the Summer and Fall 
such as the upcoming South Shore Tour 
ending at Firefly’s for a Barbeque Brunch 
on May 17th. Michelle Wang followed 
with an update on 50th Anniversary activ-
ities, including an update on the planned 

Chuck _ & Chris Husband of Ira Porsche

Ira Porsche’s showrood is located on Route 114 in Danvers



Concours 
event at 
the Elms in 
Newport, 
RI in Sep-
tember. This 
promises to 
be an enjoy-

able event in a spectacular setting, and she encouraged all in 
attendance to mark their calendars. Steve Ross followed with a 
description of how things work at the concourse events hosted 
by the Club, both at Lars Anderson Museum of Transportation 
in Brookline at German Car Day as well as the planned event in 
RI this Fall. Chris Husband closed out the meeting with award-
ing of the raffle prizes. Special thanks go once again to Ira 
Porsche, and Chris Husband and the rest of the IRA team for 
hosting our event. We sincerely hope to see all these Newcom-
ers at many of our events this year! 
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Lots of NewComer’s in attendance A very shiny red Boxster in the service area

Susana brought some Goodie Store merchandise

A perfect day to drive a Porsche

On the showroom floor



page 34 N O R E A S T E R

Porsche News
Copy & Photos Courtesy of Porsche Cars North America

Porsche Panamera Four Door Sports Car Debuts 

ATLANTA – April 20, 2009 ---- Porsche today officially unveiled 
its Panamera four-door performance car, the first all-new, built-
from-the-ground up vehicle from the Stuttgart, Germany based 
manufacturer since its historic debut of the Cayenne in Paris in 
2002. Presented with great pride and fanfare at the company’s 
Shanghai Motor Show exhibit, the Panamera is unique in the 
premium sedan segment thanks to its ‘sports car for four’ con-
cept and its best-in-class fuel efficiency. 
   “The crucial task for our engineers was to combine Porsche’s 
sporting DNA with all the spaciousness and driving comfort 
of a luxurious sedan,” said Wolfgang Dürheimer, who was on 
hand for the debut and is Porsche’s executive vice president 
of research and development. “The Panamera is an alternative 
car concept for the premium customer, and while competing 

with established vehicles in the premium class, it will be a clear 
segment leader in terms of performance, driving dynamics and 
efficiency.” 
 
All Three Panamera Models Deliver High Performance and 
Low Fuel Consumption 
The Panamera is Porsche’s fourth model line, joining the 911, 
Boxster/Cayman and Cayenne model series. It is the first pre-
mium car with an automatically shifting double-clutch trans-
mission to feature an engine start/stop system that saves fuel 
and reduces emissions by turning the engine off when it is not 
needed, such as sitting at a stop light, for example. All engines 
have advanced and fuel-efficient Direct Fuel Injection (DFI), as 
well. 
   Initially offered in three versions – the 400-horsepower 
two-wheel drive Panamera S and all-wheel drive Panamera 4S, 

Panamera with Shaghai has a backdrop
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and the 500-horsepower, twin-turbocharged all-wheel drive 
Panamera Turbo – the new Panamera will provide Porsche 
performance and quality and a level of comfort that has been 
absent among true high-performance cars. All U.S. Panamera 
models feature a seven-speed Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetrie-
be (PDK) double-clutch gearbox delivering a dynamic driving 
experience, ultra-fast gearshifts without the slightest interrup-
tion of engine power, a very high level of comfort for four, and 
outstanding fuel efficiency when compared to a conventional 
automatic transmission. The Panamera S, for example, con-
sumes just 10.8 liters/100 kilometers (equal to 26.2 mpg imp) in 
the New European Driving Cycle (EPA fuel economy figures are 
not yet available). 
   “I always believed that Porsche would build a car like the 
Panamera – a car where the Porsche experience could be 
shared with more than just the co-pilot,” said Detlev von Platen, 
president and CEO of Porsche Cars North America. “Just like 
with the Cayenne, we found another chance to forge a new 
path and create a car that did not exist: a sports car for four. Our 
dealers are excited because this will bring new customers, and 
the list of hand raisers is growing every day. Despite the tough 
economy, I am confident the Panamera will be a success.” 
 
Porsche Engineers Resolved Conflicting Design Priorities  
From the beginning, the Panamera project raised significant 
technical challenges for Porsche as it presented several en-
gineering conflicts of interest; it had to have silhouette of a 
coupe, yet offer four full-size seats with a generous interior 
space and luggage room; it must set the performance stan-
dard in its class, yet offer best-in-class fuel efficiency; it should 
provide Porsche driving dynamics and performance and the 
comfort of a luxury sedan; and it had to have a driver’s cockpit 
typical of a sports car and a top-quality and luxurious interior 
with the equipment expected in the premium sedan segment. 
   The Panamera body is the synthesis of lightweight technology 
typical of a sports car, superior comfort, generous spaciousness, 
and efficient aerodynamics. To create its lightweight structure, 
Porsche employs advanced production methods and all kinds 
of steel grades, light alloys like aluminum and magnesium, 
and plastics. In the case of the Panamera S, the result is a car 
that weighs just 1,800 kg, or a just over 3,990 lbs. This structure 
allows for two full-size, perfectly contoured rear seats that set 
new standards in the luxury performance class in terms of both 
comfort and adjustability. The Panamera also comes with a 
highly functional, variable luggage compartment. The rear seat 
backrests tilt forward individually, providing up to 44.6 cubic 
feet or 1,263 liters of luggage capacity. 
   One further visible highlight of the overall aerodynamic pack-
age and another innovation is the active four-way rear spoiler 
on the Panamera Turbo. Through its efficient management of 
control angles and surface geometry geared to driving condi-
tions, the rear spoiler optimizes both the car’s aerodynamics 

and performance.  
 
Suspension Technologies Deliver On-Demand Sports Car 
Performance and Premium Sedan Comfort 
The Panamera chassis and suspension is not a compromise 
between sporting per¬formance and superior comfort, but 
rather a combination of the two. In its basic setting it offers a 
very high level of driving comfort, yet at a touch of the Porsche 
Active Suspension Management (PASM) button, it turns into a 
thoroughbred sports suspension.  
   Another highlight is the adaptive air suspension that can 
provide extra air volume on demand. An absolute innovation in 
automotive technology, it offers an even greater va¬riation of 
sporting and comfort features and is standard on the Panamera 
Turbo and optional on the other models. The optional Porsche 
Dynamic Chassis Control (PDCC) system with its two active anti-
roll bars can further enhance driving dynamics and comfort. 
   Through the Sport Plus button, the optional Sports Chrono 
Packages enable the driver to choose at the touch of a button 
the high-performance configurations for the engine, drivetrain 
and suspension systems, including Porsche Traction Manage-
ment (PTM ) with its fully-controlled all-wheel drive. PTM is 
standard on both the Panamera 4S and the Panamera Turbo.  
   
The Panamera goes on sale at authorized U.S. Porsche deal-
ers on Oct. 17, 2009. The manufacturer suggested retail price 
(MSRP) for the Panamera S is $89,800, while the Panamera 4S 
and Panamera Turbo retails for $93,800 and $132,600, respec-
tively.



time to ship it. 
   The plane ride home 
was all the time that I 
need to decide that this 
car was not going to be a 
flipper to just add to the 
balance of the car fund. 
After all it was white and 
the 914 had earned a year 
off after winning the 
series last year. I was 
starting to get attached 
and it wasn’t even 
home yet.  
   Since I can’t do fuel 
work in my garage due to 
the toxic smells, I had 
Kevin at Randolph Racing 
pick it up from the truck-
ing company in Canton 
that was just down the 
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Four Speeds- continued from page 6
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Real Advice. Real Results.
When you are really ready to buy or sell, 
I’m available to make it really happen.

and had updated the suspension with stiffer shocks, front and 
rear sway bars and a brake bias control knob in the cockpit. The 
tires, while too old to be used, were the Yokohama 007R’s pop-
ular with racers back in the late ‘90’s. Two of them still held air. 
   There was a cassette radio installed that looked strange, I’m 
sure that it was the hot setup 15 years ago. I happen to have a 
correct Blaupunkt radio at home in a box all these years and I 
could picture it in the dash as I looked the car over. 
   On the minus side the brakes were frozen and the gas left in 
the tank smelled like varnish so there was no way to see if it 
would run. That’s the chance you take with a barn find. What 
you see is what you get, and you take your chances. I told her 
that I was the new owner before she told me that there were 
lots of parts up in the attic that belonged with the car.  She 
didn’t know what was up there because she was a little wider 
than the opening at the top of the pull down ladder and hadn’t 
been up there in years. I went up and started lowering down 
the boxes to a neighbor. There were headlights, steering 
wheels, suspension parts, all the stuff he had taken off the car 
over the years. I even found the original tool kit and jack. There 
were enough parts to fill the entire inside of the car when it was 

Spring Tour
Copy By Steve Ross

You know how sometimes things go wrong all together, 
well our spring tour in late March had lots of bad luck. 
First Martha Dow calls me a few days before the event 

informing me that hubby Charlie had slipped on some ice and 
was in the hospital for treatment of the fall when he contracted 
complications and had to stay longer than originally planned. 
So was I willing to handle the start and finish of the planned 
spring tour, which of course I accepted as it had been laid out 
already and only needed a driver’s meeting and gathering of 
the crowd at the restaurant after the proposed one and half 
hour jaunt.
   Well mother nature had something else planned, a soaking 
steady rainfall on the day of the event, resulting in a sparse but 
energetic group of 5 entrants, interestingly all but my team, 
partnered with Bob Cohen, were attending their first event. 
Under the conditions we held the drivers meeting in the local 
Friendly’s then told the entrants to “follow the directions” and 
observe the last minute updates provided by Charlie’s son Eric 
and you will have no trouble. 
   Things went fine for us, visibility was pretty poor from Bob’s 
993 but we pushed on along with the other four Porsches until 
we all stopped, dumbfounded trying to find a road that should 
have led off Rte 2A, eventually we backtracked and found that 
the clues, as written could easily lead someone (or in this case 
five cars) down the wrong road. After that it was a quick run 
through some nice country roads and through many puddles 

of all manner of size to the Oriental Restaurant in Maynard to 
dry off, take in the ample buffet and socialize. (Isn’t that what 
the club is about?) We met one of the new members, who is a 
native of South Africa, and Bob found out loads of travel infor-
mation for a trip he is looking forward to take next year. I ran 
into one of my customers who I enjoyed conversing within a 
less hectic atmosphere and all the newbies promised to attend 
future event. 
   Thanks to Charlie, Martha and Eric Dow for their efforts in set-
ting up a great route, even in the rain, and to the participants 
for braving an incredibly wet day.
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street from his shop. Kevin has had a lot of experience with 
these early cars and he was going to be my instructor. The 
carbs were rebuilt, tank boiled out and fuel pump replaced and 
it fired up like it had just been waiting for us to turn the key.  
   The brakes were dragging on all four corners so the calipers 
were rebuilt and the flexible lines were replaced and then it 
could go and stop. While these items weren’t cheap (this was 
no 356), there were no big negative surprises. Those are just 
the kind of things that you have to do to a car that has been 
sitting for so long.  
   The autocross tires on the 914 were the correct size needed 
and it seemed a fitting contribution by a new stable mate. They 
only have a couple of seasons on them and besides I’m not 
going to be driving the 911 to the train station. 
    We then discovered that there was a problem with third gear. 
A very loud problem. Up shifting into third sounded like a 
chain saw. I could ease it into gear slowly without a noise but 
under autocross conditions, needing to shift quickly, it was 
never going to cut it. Out came the engine and transmission 
and we got personal with the five speed transmission. 
We found (OK, Kevin found it, I watched) a damaged main 
shaft. After a few phone calls one of the vendors on the left 
coast had just what we needed. Buttoned back up after a few 
weeks and good as new I drove it home to meet the gang in 
the garage.  
   Now the cleaning and tinkering could begin. 
    I swapped out the radio, replaced the floor mats, and went 
through a couple of rolls of paper towels chasing spider webs. 
The owner had installed a new headliner but only the driver’s 
sun visor. After a phone call to Michael at Autosport Northeast 
in Berwick ME I had another for the passenger that matched. 
Michael has a much larger collection of old parts than I 
have and most of them are for early 911s. 
He also sent me a windshield washer tank 
to fill the empty hole in the front compart-
ment.  I figure that the previous owner left 
these pieces out to save weight but I just 
wanted it to look right.  
   The Meguiars cleaning products were 
pressed into service and the finish came 
back like new.  Finally after a few weeks of 
late night action it was time to get out on 
the road and get comfortable in the 
driver’s seat. The car had a short shift kit in 
it and I had found fifth gear a couple of 
times when I wanted third because the 
gates were so narrow. I was used to the 
356’s where second gear is under my right 
knee and third is up under the glove 
compartment. What I needed was a little 
practice. 
   Rolling down the driveway I couldn’t find 

second gear and when I stopped even first had disappeared. 
The good news was that third and reverse were still home so 
back to the garage we went. It was starting to look like this car 
knew when I got paid. 
   Having the gear shift pattern moving about is a problem that I 
am familiar with as these early 911s are set up the same as a 
356. There are two plastic bushings just under the gear lever 
that keep everything lined up and moving smoothly. As the 
years go by the plastic gets brittle and will eventually break. 
The pieces fall into the bottom of the center tunnel leaving the 
long metal shift rod swinging in the breeze unable or unwilling 
to help you find the gears that you want.  Out came the new 
mats, the shifter base and there on the floor of the center 
tunnel were three pieces of 37 year old plastic. I just love it 
when I’m right. It happens so seldom any more.  
   I had a new $4 bushing on the shelf but it did take me a 
couple of nights to put it in place. There is a trick to the installa-
tion that allows one to install it without taking the gear 
shift rod out but it had been so long since I’d done one that I 
had to stare it for a while to remember. Don’t tell the dog, he 
thought I was busy in there working.  
   With everything buttoned up, a shakedown run with the 356 
crowd the following weekend went very well. They did ask that 
I stay at the back of the line but that just let me drop back from 
time to time to run up on them and practice my shifting. The 
new ride did a great job teaching me how to drive a car with 
real horsepower. It even has heat, what a surprise.  
   With the first autocross only a few weeks away I have started 
to take a look at what class the car will run in. Seems that the 
club has changed the classes this year and I’ve picked another 
very competitive group to run against. Maybe they knew that I 
was coming before I did. We’ll see. KTF.



ing and it did seem that the rear inside tire managed to lift off 
the ground a few times. 
   My next Porsche event was the Annual Newcomers Meeting 
which was held at IRA Porsche in Danvers MA. The event was 
scheduled to start at 12:30pm with a light lunch, provide by 
IRA, and then some presentations about the various club 
events. This meant that I had to get myself up to IRA by 11:30 
so as to help with the set up and preparation for the meeting. 
The day was a beautiful spring day, with the sun shining and 
the sky clear. It was another perfect opportunity to put some 
miles on the Targa. 
   There are really only two ways to drive from Walpole to 
Danvers, either 128 the whole way or 93 through Boston and 
then to 128. I decided to gamble and take 93, and since it was 
such a nice day I also decided to meander a bit through the 
Blue Hills Reservation since I enjoy the twisty roads that can be 
found there. The drive was great up until I crossed over the 
Zakim Bridge, at which point the condition of 93 quickly 
deteriorated. It is really deplorable that one of our major 
highways is in such a poor state. I can’t imagine what it must be 
like to commute on that road ever day. 
   Anyway, I eventually made it onto 128, and I still had all of my 
fillings, when I spied a Red 911 up in the distance. I was of 
course assuming that it was someone making their way to IRA 
for the meeting so I closed the gap to see who it was. It turned 
out it was our very own Chris Ryan who was indeed heading to 
the meeting in his 993. It is a nice looking car, and it looked 
even better in my rear view mirror as we sped off of 128 onto 

95 North. That is a 
fun ramp to drive on 
and the road 
condition is quite 
good thankfully. 
   The meeting was 
well attended and 
Chris Husband from 
IRA ordered some 
nice sandwiches 
from Kelly’s Roast 
Beef. We gave 
people an opportu-
nity to mingle from 
about 12:30 to 1pm 
and then I called the 
meeting to order. We 
had a pretty packed 
agenda including a 
raffle with items 
provided by IRA and 
our very own goodie 
store, so I wanted to 
make sure we 
moved things along 

27th, just prior to a PCA club race at NJMP. If, like me, you 
missed the opportunity to drive at NJMP last year with NER 
than I would highly recommend attending JSR’s event. I have 
already signed up and am looking forward to it. 
   The next Porsche event I attended was the Annual Autocross 
School. This year the weather was a bit warmer, not by much 
mind you, and we had an excellent turn out. I think there was 
something like 40 plus people in attendance of the event and 
our crack staff of instructors did an excellent job of shepherd-
ing the students from station to station. 
   I was on hand to take pictures and was joined by my eldest 
son Dylan, who is looking forward to the day when he can 
participate in Autocross and DE events. The challenge with 
taking pictures at the Autocross School is getting close enough 
to the action without freaking out the new drivers. Take for 
instance the skid pad, there really isn’t a safe way to get too 
close to the action due to the potential skids we are trying to 
get the students to do so they can learn what it feels like 
before and after the back end breaks out. I guess I could sit in 
the center of the circle, hmm maybe next year. 
   Speaking of the skid pad, while Dylan and I were there 
snapping some shots we had a great conversation with Rick 
Betterley. Rick was there with his son who was learning the ins 
and outs of Autocross. Rick brought his daily driver which is a 
Mini that has been modified to make it a better autocross 
vehicle. In watching his son zip around the skid pad the Mini 
seemed to be really well set up.  The tires were barely squeal-
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Flat Sixer- continued from page 5



so as not to hold people up too long. The meeting finished up 
around 2pm and then I was off and running to meet my family. 
For the return trip I remembered my mental note to avoid 93 at 
all costs. 
   Now onto upcoming events; in only a few days time my family 
and I will be heading to Cooperstown to participate in this 
year’s Ramble. This will be our fifth Ramble, and it could be one 
of the best so far since we get to tour the Baseball Hall of Fame 
sans crowds. I am really looking forward to it. Plus, since it is 
NER’s 50th Anniversary, all Ramblers receive a commemorative 
NER Fleece Jacket, how cool is that. 
   After we return from the Ramble I have to go retrieve my track 
car so I can participate in the first NER Autocross of the season. 
This is another thing I am totally looking forward too. This year 
I’ll be able to give George Skaubitis a run for his money, or so I 
hope. Either way it will be seat time in track car which will prove 
invaluable as I get ready for my first DE Event of the year. 
   As with last year, I am participating in NCR’s DE Season Opener 
at NHMS. I’ll be staying at the posh Red Roof Inn and of course 
you can’t beat the price of $58 a night. This year I decided to 
splurge and stay two nights so I won’t have to get up at some 
ungodly hour to make it to the track on the first day. There’s 
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something to be said about being well rested and driving fast 
on a track. 
   And finally a brief update on the old job search. I am still 
doing a whole bunch of networking and I have made many 
new connections that should prove helpful not only now but in 
the future. I have a few interviews lined up and I am exploring 
positions in Boston, CT, NYC, and believe it or not San Francisco. 
Of course if I end up leaving the Boston area it will make it 
difficult for me to continue on in the club, so keep your fingers 
crossed or better yet maybe someone, or a group of you, could 
sponsor me for the season.  Yeah, that’s the ticket. Besides I 
know how much you all enjoy reading these ramblings! 
   Regardless of where I ultimately end up I am hoping to take 
one or two months off this summer to spend time with my 
family and hone my driving skills. I don’t think a future employ-
er will mind if I tell them I am already committed to 5 or 6 
events. Plus there are the rest of our 50th Anniversary Events 
that I want to, no make that need to attend! 
   Now for the standard closing by-line: Well that’s all for this 
month. I hope to see many of you at some of our upcoming 
events! If you see me, please introduce yourself and say hello, I 
will be trying to do the same. Till then stay safe!



page 40 N O R E A S T E R

Autocross School- continued from page 31

that that one gains every possible scrap of time with which to 
avoid a cone, a spin, or in a more serious setting, a cement bar-
rier. Thanks guys, I’m thankful for the insight. 
   So in the end, despite packing the place to the rafters, no one 
was short changed, certainly not me. For their $25, the forty-
three students got several hours of seat time embroidered by 
many years of collective wisdom on offer through the instruc-
tor corps. With so much on offer for so little, this has to be one 
of the best deals in all of motordom. Therefore, in no particular 
order, we must extend our sincerest thanks to all the students 
who came out to give it a try. Equally, our deepest thanks to 
Kenny and Conway Autoworks for sponsoring us, Nann for her 
fabulous chalk talk, all the instructors too numerous to name, 
Christine for her unselfish and underappreciated gate duty and 
most especially Jon Cowen for his tireless efforts getting the 
internet registration up and running in plenty of time for the 
event. Some say that the best event of the year is the driving 
school and that sometime next year the Stig’s fat American 
cousin will fully agree with them. All I know is that I already do. 

Double Clutching - continued from page 9

create from those auto parts suppliers who supply GM. 
   My point in all of this is how crazy is all of it. First you have the 
United Auto Workers Union proposing these ridiculous provisions 
to be included in their contract with General Motors and second 
you had General Motors agreeing to them. Did not either side ever 
take the opportunity to look ahead and realize that by proposing 
these terms and then accepting them that they were creating their 
own deathwatch. It reminds me of a friend of mine who worked 
for his father-in-laws meat packing company here in Boston. The 
union workers threatened to strike if the company did not agree 
to increase the hourly wage and to provide additional worker 
benefits. In the meantime due to the influx of pre-processed 
steaks and other cuts of meat coming from the mid-west busi-
ness was off from past years. The workers knew business was off, 
it was plainly obvious to all yet the union felt they were entitled 
to a raise as they had always received and the owner of the com-
pany was to afraid to let a strike happen for fear it would force the 
foreclosure of the business so he acquiesced to the demands. He 
felt as long as the doors were open business might turn around 
and all would be well. Six months later after agreeing to the new 
contract the business closed their doors for good. This is what 
in a very simplified manner I see here concerning GM, neither 
side seems willing to make any meaningful concessions which 
in reality will save GM and preserve their jobs. If that’s the case 
so be it and let us move on. 

Out In The Passing Lane - continued from page 4

replacements don’t have to commit to similar service (although 
it is fun and you do get to meet a lot of terrific people while you 
go about assembling the monthly publication). Plus you get 
much more out of your club membership because you play a 
key role in marketing the club to its members. So once again 
I’m making a plea for some of you out there to choose to volun-
teer your creative services to the club.  
   This weekend I must get the GT3 out of the garage as it’s due 
for its annual inspection. I’ll probably have to go for a ride just 
to make sure everything’s working properly, and just maybe 
I’ll start driving it to work on nice sunny days. The first trip is 
always a highlight of the year. I used to pop Paul Simon’s song 
Kodacrome into the tape player and play it loudly has I cruised 
along on that first trip. It served as my formal announcement of 
spring. I probably need to get that song on my Ipod and restart 
my tradition.  
   See you at the Ramble to Cooperstown.

Minutes- continued from page 8

   Next, the Board reviewed the Nor’Easter publishing schedule 
which Dave Weber had circulated in advance of the meeting. 
As usual, it was highly organized and comprehensive. 
   As far as new business, the group discussed whether it may 
be appropriate to revisit the matter of the NER web site and 
ongoing maintenance. John volunteered to bring information 
about possible web site companies to the next meeting for 
consideration. There was also a brief discussion about printing 
costs and the possibility surveying members to assess interest 
going electronic. It was agreed that this matter would be ad-
dressed at the next meeting. 
   Finally, with no further business to discuss, it was determined 
that the next meeting would be held on Thursday, May 14th 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Cohen’s home. The meeting was officially 
adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Jill Maserian
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For Sale 
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Call Chris or David for more information

800-381-5563
MusanteMotorsports.com  

1265 John Fitch Blvd. (Rte 5) • South Windsor, CT 06074  

P: 860.291.9415 • F: 860.291.9416

PORSCHE® PARTS, SERVICE  
& PERFORMANCE

FROM PORSCHE® PEOPLE

Custom Removable GT3 Cage
In-House By Musante Motorsports

TO FiltersTO Filters
Fab’s

• Oil Change & Tune-Up
• In-House Dyno Tuning
• Alignment & Corner Balance
• Engine & Transmission Building
• Revo Tuning Software
• Safety Upgrades & Equipment
• Race Car Transportation
• Trackside Tuning & Support
• Race Car Construction
  & Maintenance

Musante 
Motorsports 
Provides:

PORSCHE® PARTS, SERVICE 

Club RaCeRs 
De InstRuCtoRs

Porsche Wheels with new, heat-cycled Michelin Cups: 2-8x18, 2-10x18; Lightly used and well 
cared for 996 take-off s. Not for concours use but excellent for street or track. Mounted with 
2-235.40.18 and 2-285.30.18 Michelin Sport Cups used only 5 minutes to heat cycle - so you’ve 
got brand new Cups, heat cycled and ready to go. See www.porschenet.com Mart for pics, 
more available. Prefer to sell as package but will consider tires or wheels alone. $1975 obo ship/
pick-up. Bruce 978.952.8517 before 8 – bmh993@porschenet.com
Utility trailer for track tires and tools. Includes custom hitch for 01 Boxster but should fi t most 
other years. Attaches to bumper fi xtures. Includes spare tire and custom platform for jack and 
tools.  Excellent condition. Kept in garage, less than 5000 miles. See NER Mart for photo. $400 
or best off er. Contact Greg osche 978-263-6931 or oschets@ comcast .net.”
‘86 911 Cabriolet; Red ext/White int; Good-Very Good Condition; Valves, clutch, syncros, tires, 
brakes, battery, rebuilt or replaced within last 8K miles, 107K total miles; purchased 4 years ago 
(2nd owner), $15K invested since purchased for $18,800; paperwork to support this statement. 
I need to sell it.  Priced at $17,800. Contact John Spezzaferri 781-710-3878 or john.spezzaferri@
entegee.com

Advertising Guidelines
Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by 
this publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The 
NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.

Marketplace Guidelines
Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or 
to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two 
months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor 
containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to men-
tion every detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads 
can be faxed to (978)352-6819, or emailed to: david.weber1@verizon.net
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President
John Bergen
11 Beethoven Ave, Walpole, MA 02081
Home:  617-720-6638  email: bergenj@comcast.ne
Vice President - Administrative
Chris Ryan
28 Myrick Ln., Harvard, MA 01451
331 Bolivar St, 3H, Canton, MA 02021
Home: 978-772-9546 email: ryan28@charter.net
Vice President - Activities 
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com
Treasurer
Karen Cohen
110 Harvard Rd, Bolton, MA 01740
Home: 978-779-2226 email: robertncohen@spamarrest.com
Secretary
Jill Masserian
197 8th St, Apt 631, Charlestown, MA 02129
Home: 617-563-2551, email: Jill.Maserian@FMR.com
Membership
Dick Anderson
10 Cutler Rd, Andover, MA 01810
Home: 978-474-0898 email: DickAnderson114@gmail.com
NOR’EASTER Editor
Dave Weber
PO Box 409, W. Boxford, MA 01885
Home: 978-352-6601, email: david.weber1@verizon.net
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Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross 
Ron Mann
105 Ridge St, Concord, MA 01742
Work: 781-442-0306email: rjmann@yahoo.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance
Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross
Jon Cowen
12 Copeland Rd, Framingham, MA 01701
Home: , email: JCowenNER@gmail.com
Chair -Driver Education
Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com
Registration - Driver Education
Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech
Chris Outzen
Home: 978-448-0732  email: Chris@theoutzens.com
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education
Peter Tracy
Home: 978-486-8245 email: chfinsttracy@PorscheNet.com
Novice Development - Driver Education
Frank Bruns
Home: 207-627-7182 email: NovDev@PorscheNet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education
Steve Artick
Home: 781-272-7227 email: InstDev@PorscheNet.com
Track Operations - Driver Education
Stanley Corbett
Home: 978-337-3095email: Stanley_Corbett@msn.com
Zone 1 Representative
Botho von Bose
Home: 416-509-6661; bvonbose@lomltd.com

NER Board of Directors Welcome New Members

John Bahl
Dawn Bahl
Warwick RI
1958 944

Michael Consoli
North Chelmsford MA
2009 Cayman

Robert Fleck
Suzanne Kaye-Fleck
Foxboro MA
2007 Cayman

Brandon Haas
Concord NH
1999 Boxster

Dennis Mascetta
Buzzards Bay MA
1996 Carrera

Jason Pirnie
Boston MA
2007 997

Charlie Saponaro
Tannaz Saponaro
Boston MA
1974 911

David Spragg
Gina Battaglia
Cambridge MA
2004 911

Emanuele Tampella
Michele Tampella
Cranston RI
2001 Boxster

Manuel Tavares
Jennifer Tavares
Rehoboth MA
2002 996 C4S
 
John Tieu
Jamaica Plain MA
2006 Cayman S

Jonathan Goldman
Cranston RI
2005 997 S

Transfers In
Fidalgo, Miguel
Boston, MA 
From: Carolinas
2006 997 

Foster, Greg W
Harvard, MA 
From: Longhorn
2001 Boxster S 

Haas, Brandon R. 
Concord, NH 
From: North Country
1999 Boxster 
 





The NOR’EASTER
c/o Dave Weber
P.O. Box 409
W. Boxford, MA 01885

Periodicals Postage Paid At 
West Boxford, MA 01885
And Additional Offices

To:

Time Sensitive! Do Not Delay

405 hp. 6-speed manual. Sport suspension.
Yes, this is the correct photo.

Get behind the wheel and you’ll see that this Cayenne is all
performance. The GTS packs a 4.8 liter V8 and dynamic
lowered sports suspension. Test drive one today and prove
to yourself that the Cayenne GTS lives up to its long
performance heritage. Porsche. There is no substitute.

The Cayenne GTS.
Something this fast won’t hang around.

©2007 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. 

IRPA-0282

Ira Porsche
1-866-225-5472
97 Andover Street, Route 114
Danvers, MA 01923

Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 


