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got to sit at the pit box, and watch the Grand-
Am stats roll by, keep up with fuel stops, tire 
changes, and driver changes. The atmosphere 
was charged, with this interesting hint of resigna-
tion; the race had just started, we had 24 hours 
to go. The seasoned Banner crew gave me looks 
like, “You are smiling now honey, but at 4:00 am, 
you’re going to beg to go home!” 
   About fi ve hours in, with Eric Curran at the 
wheel, we got hit. Not just hit, sa-lammed! An 
accident unfolded right before Eric’s eyes, and 
he had a fast decision to make:  top or bottom 
of track, up or down, and he had to measure 
everything he could in about 1/100 of a second, 
processing the angles, physics, chances, damage, 
and players, in front of, behind and next to him. 
He choose up and outside, trying to avoid the 
now four cars bouncing off  each other in total 
chaos, and he almost made it too… except that a 
car spinning just behind him came up alongside, 
and into the door. He shaved off  the door, crum-
pling it towards the front, and then continued 

along into the front left fender, and into 
the front suspension. 
   The crew responded lightning fast, a 
huge pit box with all the car diagnostics 
was unplugged, and disconnected so 
quickly, large grown men were pirouet-
ting in the pit! 
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On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

Restraint has never been one of my fi ne points. 
In fact, it’s a point so far away in the universe, I 

can’t even see it in the sky at night. However, I will 
employ as much as I am able in the relating of the 
beginning of my February.
   It was AWESOME!!! Beyond awesome! In every 
sense of the word. I look back on my fi rst race 
week with unmitigated awe, and it STILL makes 
me grin from ear to ear!
   OK Adrianne, breathe... breathe. Do not type 
your column in all caps... that annoys people.
   Enthusiastic has also been a word used to 
describe me. Well, let me say that you haven’t 
seen me enthusiastic until you’ve seen me in the 
Hot Pits at the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona. You 
couldn’t have chiseled the smile off  my face.
   Amy has covered some of the details of our trip, 
and Mike K. will cover the collective trip. Me? I’ll 
just try to relate a little about my personal experi-
ence. First of all, thank you... thanks to G, Ms. Amy 
and Bruce, and Linda for asking, organizing, and 
getting us there... really, thank you.

   From the second we arrived in Daytona, it all 
became “the” experience.
   Have you ever seen The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas? There’s this line that goes something 
like, “All the noise, noise, noise, noise!” The pits 
at Daytona would have driven our little Grinchy 
friend to drink. It wasn’t just loud, it was LOUD!! 
And if I could put that word in 48-point type, I 
would. Holy cow it was loud! But fantastic, don’t 
get me wrong. It’s one of the best sounds on 
earth. But it really will completely overcome you, 
especially when the pace car drops away, riiiiight 
before the front straight, i.e. 100 yards from the 
pits. And when 15 DP cars, and 30 or so GT cars 
all lay the hammer down at once, let me tell you, 
your fi llings try to make a run for it! For the 30 or 
so seconds it takes them to get to turn one, front 
to back, you can’t even think straight. But wow, is 
it the coolest thing ever! 
   My job, as crew, was to keep all of Bruce 
Ledoux’s social networks up to date on the race, 
the team, and his fundraising eff ort (there’s a 
whole article later in this issue). That means I 

Now our smiles are huge as the Orange 07 
Camaro whips by us again down the front 
straight. It looks like hell, but it’s fi ghting so 
hard. 

continued on page 44

In This Issue...

Mike Kerouac’s adventures through Germa-
ny continue in the second of a two-part 

series about his “once-in-a-lifetime” trip.
   Eight members head down to the Rolex 24 
Hours, and we cover it -- rather thoroughly! 
   It’s Bruce Ledoux’s 10th PCA Anniversary, and 
his fi rst Grand-AM driving event for the 2011 
season.  We were there to get the story!
   The 2011 DE specifi cs are in...this is one of the 
best things about being in the PCA!!! Registra-
tion opened Marck 1st. We’ll see you at the 
track!
   Racing legend Brian Redman is planning a 
visit to Boston, and Amy gets the inside scoop 
from the man himself! 
  Feeling cold? Miss your Porsche? We have 
events for late winter, early spring to help! Sign 
up now! 
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   Some of you may have heard that the produc-
tion of the chemical used in lethal injection 
executions in this country has been discontinued. 
Ironically I picked up this story a month ago and 
jotted it down to remind myself to write about 
it for this column. Amazingly in today’s paper 
there was another story about the subject that 
describes the whole procedure. Apparently the 
chemical is sodium thiopental and is used to put 
the death row inmate asleep so that the other 
two other chemicals, pancuronium bromide, 
which paralyzes the muscles, and Potassium 
chloride, which stops the heart, will not cause 
excessive pain as he dies. Of course the debate 
over execution in this country has been long and 
contentious, but there is no one who is on death 
row who did not commit a heinous killing and his 
or her victim surely was in agonizing pain, so the 
sentiment that he should not suff er is surely up 
for debate. As a postscript all executions by injec-
tion have the standard swabbing with alcohol to 
prevent infection, go fi gure. 

Recently a friend of mine lost their 
Porsche key to a late-model 996 and I 
thought it would be useful to remind 
folks about the late-model keys that 
Porsches use (Boxster and 996 onward). 
First off , they are outrageously expensive 
to replace, so take care not to lose or 
damage them. There are two pieces to 

the key: the metal key itself which has an imbed-
ded chip for the antitheft alarm system and the 
cover/ fob which contains the remote control and 
houses the battery. Here’s the bad news, the key 
is around $100 and the remote fob is $160 plus 
the dealer (the only one who can program them) 
usually gets an hour’s labor, generally over $100 
to perform this task. A couple of warnings to go 
along with this: fi rst, the key is not waterproof; 
swimming with the key in your pocket or wash-
ing it in the washing machine will most likely 
destroy the key fob/remote. Key blanks you fi nd 
on-line may not have the chip and not all dealers, 
nor locksmiths, have the equipment to cut them. 
Next, and most importantly, the fob/remote 
when purchased from a dealer has a white tag 
with a bar code on it; this is critical for reprogram-
ming the remote so if you fi nd a fob on-line it 
better have the tag, too. Keep them in a safe 
place because Porsche does not have a record of 
these. The good news is that the battery can be 

Sure seems like the driving season is far off  as 
we fi nally see some melting of the snow that 

has blanketed Eastern Mass. and RI since mid 
December. Interesting that snow melts from the 
bottom so the mounds actually look the same 
but they are closer to the ground until, all of a 
sudden it seems, the ground and piles of sand 
and salt sit alone. Speaking of snow piles, the 
City of Boston has so much snow from the streets 
and little storage space that it petitioned the EPA 
to allow them to dump some of it in the harbor. 
They denied it saying the salt and sand would 
ruin the harbor. Last time I checked the harbor 
had salt water and sand on the bottom, think 
they might come up with a better reason?
   Upcoming this month will be a Tech session 
at Mike’s Auto Body in Malden on the 12th, a 
Saturday, where you can all the latest on body 
repair, dent removal and detailing tips from Mike 
and his various specialists while socializing with 
other PCAers. Later in the month the Dows will 
host a short tour to test the roads on the 27th, 

of course you can bring your non-Porsche if the 
roads are not clear enough, the event will fi nish 
at a restaurant to again allow some socializing. 
More information is included in this issue of the 
NOR’EASTER.
   I recently underwent a medical procedure and 
had to stay overnight before being released. After 
spending a boring night of watching the tube 
and trying to read the next morning I struck up 
conversation with my roommate and found that 
was also a car nut, not Porsches but cruising cars. 
Interestingly, he had the same passion for fi ne 
cars, restorations and those who do them, en-
joyed using cars to drive not just to display them. 
We found common interests in the many venues 
available in the area and heard of new ones from 
each other. After a few hours of great conversa-
tions we exchanged e-mail addresses and have 
swapped stories and articles from our respective 
club publications. Again goes to show that you 
can fi nd another ’car nut‘ most anywhere and cre-
ate an instant bond.

Steve Ross

Around The Cones

 Upcoming this month will be a Tech session at 

Mike’s Auto Body in Malden on the 12th, a 

Saturday... 

continued on page 46



that I really know too much about these cars. 
As it was rolled out into the daylight I could see 
that the front didn’t look right. Closer inspection 
reveled that this Pre-A car had an A nose welded 
onto it. Not a big diff erence and most wouldn’t 
even notice but the fact the one of the horn grills 
wasn’t centered correctly drew attention to the 
problem. The seller said that he had done some 
assembly but that after he put in the transmission 
he couldn’t get the rear shocks mounted. I looked 
at it to discover that he had installed a later mod-
el transmission and the mounting point for the 
shock was behind the axle unlike the Pre-A where 
it should be in front of the axle. The fl oors had all 
been replaced with fl at sheet metal, a practice 
from years ago when the correct pressed panels 
weren’t available. Most of the original parts were 
there except the engine, which was from a ’59 
and in unknown condition. This was looking like a 
lot more that an assembly project. 
   I pointed out some of the defi ciencies and the 
owner seemed surprised. I really don’t think that 

he knew much about the car, except the 
value of course. He had in mind a num-
ber that would go well on a car that you 
drive home from there. I guess this was 
just one of the many frogs that you have 
to kiss to get to the prince.

   The second car was a ’64 coupe that was close 
enough to completion that we both told the 
owner to fi nish it up and then sell a running, driv-
ing example. They are always worth more. The 
engine ran great, the paint looked excellent and 
the interior was new, even the door panels. All 
remained was installing the windows and in the 
doors, the window frames. There was a garage 
dent on the top of one fender when something 
fell on it. A small job for the Dent Wizard or 
whatever they call them out west. He said that he 
probably would complete it but I fi gure we’ll give 
him a call in a month to see. Maybe by then he’ll 
really be tired of walking around it and we can let 
it follow Rob home. 
    The following day we met Jeff  Leeds at the 
airport and joined up with some of our 356 pals 
to look over the cars at two of the auctions. This 
is the part that we all enjoy, picking the mer-
chandise apart. Gooding & Co had a couple of 
cars from Stuttgart on the list, one from a friend 
in Boston. That was a ’61 roadster in red that was 
very well done and brought more that expected 

It’s always sunny in Arizona.
   With the snow piling up and the Boston 

weathermen hunkered down in their windowless 
offi  ces, the annual Scottsdale trip was looking 
like great planning. Every year the auto auctions 
call my name and I am always eager to reply. 
This year I chose to fl y out of Logan in Boston 
instead Green Airport in Providence, RI. The initial 
draw was the $100 savings in fl ight costs along 
with the $60 savings in parking expense. Those 
savings were off set by the $12 cost each way on 
the Logan Express and the, diffi  cult to measure, 
future cost of waking a spouse at 4:00 am to take 
me to said Express. I think that when all was said 
and done it was a push. 
   An early fl ight coupled with a two-hour time 
diff erence put me on the ground at lunchtime in 
Phoenix. Son, Rob, picked me up at the airport in 
what could only be described as an invisible car, 
a 2000 something Honda Accord. In dark green 
and looking like a melted jellybean nobody 
would ever look up when this ride went by. It 

came from a schoolteacher, did everything right, 
cut his insurance costs in half, all for about the 
cost of a set of wheels and tires on his last ride, a 
BMW 540. He’s decided to put his bank account 
to work for a while rather than ride around in it. 
Smart kid. 
   We had the afternoon to check out a couple of 
cars that he had turned up and that looked like 
they might be good investments. Those can be 
found under the auction tent too but the num-
bers are always better if you can fi nd them while 
they are still in the barn. 
   Rob had driven up north to check out a 914/6 
last Nov. and while walking around the car no-
ticed the nose of a 356 back in the garage all cov-
ered with junk. When asked about it, the owner 
said that it was a ’55 coupe, another project that 
he would probably not ever get to, like the 914/6. 
He mentioned to the owner that I might have an 
interest so I had called to set up a time to see it. 
As luck would have it, another ’64 356C was less 
that half a mile away in another garage, also a 
stalled restoration project.
   The inspection of the ’55 coupe reminded me 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate
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(T)he annual Scottsdale trip was looking like great 

planning. Every year the auto auctions call my 

name and I am always eager to reply. 

continued on page 42
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Will winter ever end? I subjected the kids to 
watching “Ground Hog Day” the other night. 

You remember this movie; it is the one where Bill 
Murray is stuck in time and is constantly reliving 
Ground Hog Day over and over again. I kind of 
have that feeling myself, except for me I seem to 
be stuck in my car driving on I-95, over and over 
again.
   It’s hard to believe that I have been commut-
ing between Walpole, MA and Westport, CT for a 
year now. I never imagined in my wildest dreams 
that I would be away from my family for such a 
long period of time. A lot has changed in this past 
year; one of the biggest changes is evident in my 
eldest son Dylan.
   Dylan recently turned 15 years old. He is now 
much taller than his mother and he kind of 
sounds like me on the phone, which confuses the 
heck out of people. Dylan is turning into a real 
young man and will soon want to be borrowing 
the car (scary thought)! Of course his younger 
brother Sean is trying to ride on his coattails and 

get everything Dylan has had to wait for until he 
was 15 but, hey, that’s what younger brothers do.
   The rest of the family is doing great. Dot has 
fi nally begun to warm up to Scooter. He has really 
turned into a great dog, although he does have 
an endless supply of energy. I can’t believe he is 
the same puppy I brought home eight months 
ago. At the time he could fi t in my hand and he 
weight maybe eight pounds wet. Now he is 75 
pounds of pure muscle and I can no longer pick 
him up easily. This is a challenge when I want to 
give him a bath.
   Dot and the kids have been keeping busy while 
I am away doing Karate. They are all enrolled in 
a local Karate School which specializes in Krav 
Maga. This is the hand-to-hand combat training 
that is used by the Israel Special Forces. It can be 
quite brutal and scary. I’ve learned not to grab 
Dot when she asks me to. You can just imagine 
Dot saying, “Honey can you try and choke me?” I 
fell for this once and am now the wiser. I pity the 
fool who ever tries to mug her.
   Well the whole Bergen clan is looking forward to 
this year’s Ramble. Of course Scooter will not be 

John Bergen

Flat Sixer

attending, but maybe we will bring some pictures 
so you all can see him. The last time Dot and I 
went to the Equinox we were there without the 
boys. It should be a fun time for them since there 
are so many good restaurants around. I have my 
confi rmation from Bruce that we are in, so all I 
need to do now is book the hotel. Hopefully the 
snow will be gone by the end of April.
   And speaking of April, I have begun to work on 
my taxes. This year should be interesting since I 
was working in Connecticut but living in Mas-
sachusetts. I am hoping that I don’t get royally 
screwed with taxes. It seems as if the government 
takes more and more each year by not allowing 
tax payers to take all of the deductions we are 
supposedly entitled to. Now don’t get me wrong, 
I am not against paying taxes but what I am 
against is an overly complex system that allows 
many people and corporations to get around the 
system while sticking it to the common man.
   No new news on the car front. I have seen a few 
promising cars in Pano and on Rennlist. I have not 

seen anything however that has made 
me want to drop everything and run 
out and buy it. Partly because some of 
these guys want too much money for 
their cars; it’s a sign of the times I guess. 
You probably know what I mean; it’s 

kind of like the housing market where everyone 
still thinks that their houses are worth 50 to 75 
percent more than they really are. I am hopeful 
that I’ll be able to fi nd something before the 2011 
track season is over.
   Speaking of the track season, this will be the 
fi rst year in fi ve that I won’t be heading to the 
great white north. You see, it is Dot and my 
twentieth wedding anniversary. We never really 
had a formal honeymoon—long story—and for 
the most part we haven’t really gone anywhere 
exotic. So this year we decided to take a big trip. 
Dylan and Sean will be going with us but unfor-
tunately Scooter will be left behind. So where are 
we going? We are heading over to Istanbul for the 
start of a ten-day cruise on the Aegean Sea. This 
will be a once in a lifetime adventure for us and 
we are all looking forward to it.  
   Of course another side benefi t of the cruise 
means that I have to take off  two weeks from 
work. This will be an excellently opportunity to 
re-energize myself. I’m just hoping that I’ll be able 
to survive until the cruise. There’s only so many 

Dylan recently turned 15 years old. He is now 
much taller than his mother and he kind of sounds 
like me on the phone, which confuses the heck out 
of people.

continued on page 40
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Minutes Of The Board
Joyce Brinton – February 9th, 2011 NER Board Meeting 

The Board met at the Seymour residence in 
Sherborn, MA. The group convened at 6:30 

pm on Wednesday, February 9th, for dinner.  After 
some informal conversation and dinner, the busi-
ness meeting convened at 7:45 pm.
   The following NER members were in attendance:  
Amy Ambrose, Joyce Brinton, Fedele Cacia, Bruce 
Hauben, Chris Mongeon, Adrianne Ross, Steve 
Ross, Bill Seymour, and Matthew Wallis.  
   Steve Ross noted that job descriptions for Board 
positions had been circulated by email prior to the 
meeting.  But since there had not been enough 
time for those to be reviewed, he suggested that 
the Board carefully review them before the next 
meeting and circulate comments so the de-
scriptions could be fi nalized at the March Board 
meeting.  Joyce Brinton was asked to put all the 
descriptions into a single enclosure and send that 
to Board members to ease the above task.
   Steve also reported that many PCA regions 
(including NER) received a letter from an attorney 
who was gathering information for a possible 
lawsuit against Porsche.  PCA National is develop-
ing a response on behalf of all the regions so NER 
will take no action at this time.
   At an earlier meeting, Steve appointed a By-law 
review committee – Matthew Wallis, Bob Cohen, 
Joyce Brinton (and Bruce Hauben as ex offi  cio 
member) – and Matthew reported that the group 
met and is developing a draft showing its pro-
posal for changes.  Board members were asked to 
provide ideas and comments to the committee, 
which will then produce another draft for Board 
review and approval, prior to circulation to the full 
membership for a vote; a two-thirds majority of 
those voting is required for approval.
   Bill Seymour reported on NER Activities, not-
ing that Charlie and Martha Dow were putting 
together a Spring Tour (details will be provided 
in the Nor’easter and on the website).  He also 
reported that sadly the pub where participants in 
the AutoX often gather at the end of the day has 
closed; it will be missed.  
   Bruce reported that the Ramble has only 9 ad-
ditional spaces available for the Saturday night 
dinner (we are limited to 250 people and already 
have 241 signed up).  He noted that there will 
certainly be cancellations especially since people 
have signed up very early this year (last year at 
this time, only about 80-90 people had signed 
up).  If there are people remaining on the wait list 
when we get closer to the date of the Ramble, 

Bruce will off er them the opportunity to partici-
pate in the Ramble, but they would have to eat on 
Saturday night in a diff erent room.
   Bruce informed that Board that pro-driver Den-
nis Macchio has agreed once again to participate 
in NER’s Novice Day DE event; he will not only of-
fer several classroom sessions for the novices, but 
he will also be available for in-car coaching of solo 
drivers (for a fee).   Bruce was delighted to learn 
that Dennis would also be attending our LCMT 
DE event as well as two days of our WGI DE event 
and will off er classroom sessions as well as in-car 
coaching.
   Bruce reported that he has received informa-
tion from other regions that indicated that NHMS 
has instituted a new policy, limiting clubs to 24 
cars on track unless the club contracts for an 
additional emergency crew.  If this is correct, the 
Track Committee will have to monitor registration 
closely and decide whether to cap it or to pay for 
the additional emergency crew.
   Bill posted a draft of the planned member 
survey for Board members to try out.  He asked 
that the Board provide comments to him regard-
ing suggested changes and especially additional 
questions that might be added to the survey.  He 
and Amy Ambrose will the put the survey instru-
ment into fi nal form.  The Board discussed ways 

Fourty years

Thomas Tate

Thirty Years

DavidCarter

Twenty Years

Warren Woods

Fifteen Years

Jack Kelly
Joseph Augusto
Rick Hetherington
RJ Valentine

Ten Years

Bruce Ledoux
Greg Ames
Michael Norek

Five Years

Bart Higgins
Bill Aubin
Brian Butler
Frederick Horton
Joseph Mansolillo
Kenneth Barton
Louis Dellanno
Richard MacKoul

Happy PCA Anniversary
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that I didn’t want to stop, so I continued on to see 
how long it would last.  
   Seven hours later, it started to ware off ; seven 
hours!!!  I’d been traveling now for sixteen hours 
and was just about beat, but wait, I only had four 
hours to go and I had another energy drink; what 
the heck, I had nothing to lose, so I shook it up, 
cracked it open and knocked it back.
You got it, fi ve minutes later I was wide awake 
again and continued on to my fi nal destination, 
DAYTONA!
   After driving for 20 hours straight, with no sleep 
for about 26 hours, I arrived at Daytona wide 
awake. I was so excited to be there. (for my fi rst 
time) I was introducing myself to everyone I met.  
I was so full of energy, that I think people must of 
thought I was high on something!
   A short time later, I had to attend a drivers meet-
ing and had to sit still at a desk and listen to the 
board members talk and talk and talk. That was 
it, it hit me like a hammer, and I couldn’t keep my 
eyes open; talk about crash!

   So there you have it, in my opinion, fi ve 
hour energy drinks work for me!!!
   All joking aside, you might consider 
picking up a couple for a rainy day.  They 
could save your life!

Do Five Hour Energy Drinks Really Work?
   Well, that all depends on who you ask; 

some people say not and some people swear by 
them!
Let me share my fi rst fi ve hour energy drink expe-
rience with you.
   I was heading to Daytona for a three day DE 
event and as usual, I left later than I had planned.  
I was traveling alone and had no one to share 
the 20 hour trip with, so I was intending to stop 
over night for a few hours at a hotel around the 
midway point.
I set off  in the afternoon, in my truck, towing 
along my 32’ gooseneck enclosed trailer with my 
track car and motorcycle for off  the track enter-
tainment.
   Around nine hours into the trip, I was getting 
really tired and I had exhausted all the usual tricks 
like, turning the music up, eating and drinking, 
opening the windows, slapping the face, and 
even singing to myself; you know things are get-
ting bad when you start singing to yourself!

   I was determined to complete the fi rst 
ten hours of the trip, as I was already be-
hind on time and would only be getting 
two or three hours of sleep as it was and 
I didn’t want to leave too much traveling 
for the next day.
   At this point, I was catching myself 
swerving across lanes; things were bad 
and I had to come up with something to 
keep myself awake for one more hour.  
I started rummaging around for more 
snacks when I came across two fi ve 
hour energy drinks that I had impulse 
purchased at a gas station some months 
earlier and thrown into my center consol 
for a rainy day.
I wondered if  they would actually work, 
so I shook up a bottle, broke it open, and 
knocked it back. I kid you not, within fi ve 
minuets I was wide awake.
I was alert and aware of the surround-
ings, like I had just started out on my 
trip.  After one hour, I was still so awake 

Fedele Cacia

Ahead of the Curve

After driving for 20 hours straight, with no sleep 

for about 26 hours, I arrived at Daytona wide 

awake. I was so excited to be there. 
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Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

I went to a BMW Club karting event at the end 
of January. It was held at the F1 Boston facility 

(which is in Braintree but I guess “F1 Braintree” 
doesn’t have much marketing oomph). I’m sure 
many of you have been there — I had been 
there once before quite some time ago — and 
it is a very well run enterprise. The facility is very 
clean and attractive with racecars on display in 
the lobby and a decent restaurant. The karting 
part of the equation is also well done with lots of 
staff , properly maintained karts (only one break-
down during the 11 races I saw) and fancy timing 
equipment (a display board records the event in 
real time and you get a printout of each race that 
shows all results of your race including your time 
on each lap).
   I went there expecting my age and inexperience 
to result in a middling performance and I was not 
disappointed. Each driver got to do three qualify-
ing races (there were 36 entrants with 12 people 

racing in each heat). You advance to either the 
consolation race (fi nishers 12-23) or the fi nals (top 
11 plus the winner of the consolation) based on 
the combined fastest lap of each of your qualify-
ing heats). My fi rst qualifying race I was really slow 
but suspected that I had drawn a dog of a kart. 
This was confi rmed, as others in the same kart 
were also slow. My other two races were better 
and I squeaked into the consolation event where 
I started and fi nished in 11th place. In my defense 
I will point out that I was involved in a pile up (not 
my fault) and got stuck under the guardrail, so 
had no chance. My best lap was 20.05 while the 
fastest lap by anyone at the event was 19.3. One 
of the staff  told me that the very serious guys in 
league competition get down to 18.6.
   I quite enjoyed my outing and would recom-
mend either the BMW events or F1 in general. I 
had a few further thoughts. One was this:  you 
are weighed before you begin and the karts are 
then ballasted up to the average weight (appar-
ently those over the average are punished for 
not choosing to play football instead). This was 
disappointing as I thought that, for once, my (lack 
of ) size would be an advantage, but no, I had to 
put 50 pounds of lead into my kart. Kind of scary 

that the average weight (skewed, to be fair, by the 
fact that there was only one racer of the female 
persuasion — and quite good I might add) was 
205 pounds.
   A second observation was how physical it was. 
After running three out of four races in a row, I 
was drenched and quite tired. The steering eff ort 
(which I suppose also includes some keeping-
yourself-in-place aspects) is remarkable high (lots 
of negative camber?). I also managed to ram a 
logjam of karts at near top speed (25mph?), which 
certainly got my heart rate up as I approached 
impact but was surprisingly benign due to the 
bumpers. Note to self:  look ahead more!
Another thought involves how lousy I would be in 
an actual race. As an autocrosser and DE partici-
pant, passing strategy is not an issue. In the kart 
— and the absence of mirrors didn’t help — I was 
amazed at how badly I was outfoxed by people 
who weren’t going any faster than me. There were 

quite a few times I was trying ever so 
hard to drive a nice consistent line 
when – oops! Here’s someone already 
up to mid-kart, leaving me no choice 
but to give in. (Guilty admission: once 
after being badly schnookered, the 
red mist descended and I punted the 

guy out of the way on the next turn.)
   Passing practice aside, karting certainly does 
off er some autocross lessons. It was very enlight-
ening to see how many car/kart lengths were lost 
per bobble. A slide requiring a minor counter-
steering correction was worth one to one-and-
a-half kart lengths and if you got seriously out of 
shape it could easily drop you back three or more 
kart lengths. Assuming a 14-foot Cayman, slightly 
butchering one turn could cost you 20 feet, which 
(at an average autocross speed of 45 mph or 66 ft/
sec) equates to losing 0.3 second — often more 
than the margin of victory for an event. 
   Doing that easy math calculation gave me 
another autocross thought. I generally don’t try 
to go dump-the-clutch-crazy-burnout at the start 
of a run. I fi gure the timing lights at the start are 
usually 20 feet up the course and I don’t want 
to abuse the car. But some back of the envelope 
fi guring that assumes the distance to the fi rst turn 
is 150 feet and comparing acceleration of a launch 
control 911 (0-to-60 in four seconds or better) 
with my 356 (allegedly 15 seconds when it was 
new but seems even slower) shows that the poor 

I went there expecting my age and inexperience 

to result in a middling performance and I was not 

disappointed.  
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Bruce Hauben

Upshifting

Let’s see, this is now the March issue, when you 
get to my advanced age there are more and 

more senior moments and dates become less 
important.
   But what this means is that DE registration 
opened March 1 and our fi rst event is the com-
bined Novice Day and regular DE on May 5 at 
NHMS. This is a great track whether you’re a fi rst 
time novice learning whether you like this sport 
or not (what’s not to like) or an experienced driver 
getting the cobwebs out after the winter cold 
and ice. And by the way, remember that Ernest 
Hemingway (a real man’s man) said, and I’m going 
from memory here and paraphrasing — no not 
personal memory — ‘There are only three sports: 
bullfi ghting, motor racing, and mountaineering; 
all the rest are merely games.’ Don’t we say the 
game of baseball and the game of football?
   Well, I’ve learned I’m wrong, as are most people. 

According to Rocky Entriken, a writer in Sports 
Car magazine in 2007 tracked down the real 
source as Barnaby Conrad, a San Francisco racon-
teur of the Hemingway mold via another writer of 
that era, Dan Gerber, still writing as of this time. 
http://www.theknese.com/pages/Hemingway.
php
   Anyway, there is no dispute that motor racing 
is a sport — but remember that Driver Education 
(DE) is just that, learning how to properly drive 
your car on a race course with expert instruction, 
learning what you and your car are capable of. It 
is not racing, for that we have PCA Club Racing, 
something that some of us DE people also do, 
always keeping each in its proper perspective.
   For novices, this is a great opportunity to try out 
your car and yourself at a track close to home. 
You don’t have to travel to Calabogie or Mont-
Tremblant in Canada or Watkins Glen in NY state 
(all tracks where we run DE events), though you 
must consider those tracks whenever you’re able 
to fi t it into your schedule; they are well worth the 
trip. At New Hampshire Motor Speedway (NHMS) 
you’ll be driving on the track with other novices, 
all with your own personal in car instructor; think 
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of that. When you go to Skip Barber or any of 
the other for-profi t track schools you’ll easily pay 
$1500–$2500 per day. We give you more time 
on the track, with seasoned, experienced PCA 
instructors from our own region and other nearby 
PCA regions for only $185.
   Now, if you’re unable to get to the track for May 
5th, we have a Sat.–Sun. event at the same NHMS 
on June 4th–5th. Hell, sign up for both. And that 
is really the point I’ve been coming to. Sign up as 
soon as you can as novices and all students (more 
advanced, still with an instructor) are at the mercy 
of the instructors signing up for an event and 
they are notoriously late in doing so. It’s defi nitely 
a buyers’ market. So the sooner you sign up for an 
event, any event, and the more likely you are to 
be admitted early in the process. It is rare that we 
actually have turn anyone away as beg and plead 
for instructors to sign up for events but if you’re at 

the bottom of that wait list you might 
get admitted only a few days before 
the event.
   While Novice Day is a less stressful 
entrance to DE track driving, don’t feel 
that you have to wait ‘til next year if 
you can’t be there May 5th. Most of 
us — probably all of us — longer time 

drivers/instructors never had a Novice Day, as is 
the case with many newer track drivers. You can 
get involved for the fi rst time at any DE. You’ll be 
placed in the slowest student group, appropri-
ately called Green, with a skilled PCA instructor, 
and off  you go.
   Honestly it is something you have to try once, 
you owe it to yourself. Like any sport, game, 
or endeavor until you try it you have no idea 
whether or not you’ll like it. A majority of those 
we see coming to a DE for the fi rst time do return. 
Sure it’s not for everyone and some don’t come 
back, but you don’t know if you don’t try. It’s also 
a sport that you can get as immersed in as you 
choose. Many continue in their street car, maybe 
only doing two or three events a year, or 15–20 
events a year; it’s your call. Then there are those 
of us who get immersed in it, acquire a separate 
track car and fi nd that big black hole where 
money seems to disappear in a fl ood. You get to 
choose your depth of involvement, but ya gotta 
try it for yourself.
   Getting back to Novice Day and regular DE, 
you more advanced students are also urged to 

Honestly (DE) is something you have to try once, 

you owe it to yourself. Like any sport, game, or 

endeavor until you try it you have no idea wheth-

er or not you’ll like it. 

continued on page 46
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Amy Ambrose

Torqued Up

My latest adventure began with a body part 
as they generally do. Except this one didn’t 

belong to me, unless of course you count the blis-
ters on top of my blisters from walking the Day-
tona track area. This one was Adrianne’s; her right 
kidney to be precise.  New Year’s Day she called 
to wish me a Happy New Year. We started yakking 
about upcoming plans and I casually mentioned 
I had been thinking about heading down to Day-
tona to watch the Rolex 24 race, but I didn’t really 
want to go alone. I had to hold the phone from 
my ear when she screamed that she would give 
her right kidney to go.  I assured her it wouldn’t 
come to that; I could just email one of the drivers 
I knew in the race and see if he needed any help 
in their pit. Once I emailed Bruce Ledoux the plan 
was formulated rather quickly that he could use 
some help with the social networking aspect of 
the race, getting the word out for his Guardian 
Angel charity fundraising eff orts as well as updat-
ing friends/family members of the race minute 

by minute.  We arrived the day before the race to 
some amazing Florida sunshine. Once we were 
credentialled we were able to amble around the 
garage area and we were immediately swept up 
in the excitement. One of the fi rst things I saw 
was two TRG mechanics sawing like mad with this 
supersized fi le on the rear spoiler of one of their 
race cars. Come to fi nd out it had had qualifying 
issues due to a 1mm overage; well that is one way 
to fi x the problem!  Who knew I was witnessing 
history as that was Andy Lally’s precise car which 
came from behind to win the race.
    We had opted for the full sound eff ect experi-
ence and stayed at a hotel across the street from 
the track. We headed out the morning of the race 
will full intentions of walking the whole way.  One 
of the guys we saw at breakfast at the hotel drove 
by, pulling over to ask if we wanted a ride.  Sure!  
It seems everyone is friends here! Race started 
at 3:30 Saturday and we were pitside to watch it 
all.  Consensus was unanimous with all my friends 
who had already experienced a race of this cali-
bur - you cannot be prepared for the noise.  They 
were all right.  You feel it through your whole 
body.  Which of course wears you out extremely 

fast.  Round about 8pm I decided to leave the 
pits and take a stroll. Adrianne had the social 
networking under complete control as she pos-
sessed not one but two iphones so I slipped away. 
Then I left the track; noone would miss me right? I 
found myself at Hooters with a dirty martini in my 
hand when my phone texting started going off . It 
seems our car, the 07 orange CoolTV camaro had 
crashed.  Thanks to modern technology everyone 
thought I was still at the track and was asking me 
for updates.  Mike Kerouac who still thought me 
in the pits texted, asking what happened. I simply 
looked up at the TV in the bar and repeated the 
update that the speed channel showed.  Our car 
indeed had crashed, pitted and then went back 
out missing a front fender.  No worries; I could 
order another drink now.  Guilt did set in and 
I called my now noise-weary buddy Adrianne 
saying I would come back to the track and fetch 
her. We had originally planned to stay up through 
the night; what exactly do they say about the 

best laid plans? Anyways, we were in 
our beds by midnight and planned to 
get up early to watch the sun rise on the 
track. Adrianne was successful; I trailed 
her by about an hour. It seems while 
we slept, our car had experienced not 

only a fl ying roof from the BMW in front of them 
getting jammed into its radiator, but a control 
arm issue, and now was being treated for a rear 
axle meltdown.  I went straight to the pit but was 
told the car was in the garage being fi xed - again.  
Everyone was standing around watching the 
mechanics scramble around the car. With all the 
car had been through it just seemed like busi-
ness as usual; just fi x this new problem and get 
it back out there. It had been through so much 
we were lulled into a false sense that it could 
be made whole; kind of like when someone has 
gone through so many sicknesses, weathered 
them all and you just fi gure they will just keep 
beating anything else that comes their way. Well 
it was not to be with the 07 orange Camaro.  The 
mechanics whispered amongst themselves and 
then one of them threw a black sheet over the 
car. That could not bode well. Very matter of 
factly they announced we were done. Done?  You 
mean out of the race?  8am and we were done.  It 
didn’t compute that we were done. I wasn’t alone 
in that opinion by the looks on everyone’s faces. 
It felt like we were all in some hospital waiting 

Our car indeed had crashed, pitted and then 

went back out missing a front fender.  No 

worries; I could order another drink now.

continued on page 41
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2011 Calendar

At A Glance

March

10 Board Meeting
12 Mike’s Autobody
April

2 Brian Redman Visit
3 NER Autox School@ Fort 

Devens
8-10 DE event at NHMS with 

NCR
13 Board Meeting
17 New Comer’s Mtg
29 -30 NER New England 

Ramble
May

1 NER New England Ramble
5 NER Novice Day @ NHMS
11 Board Meeting
14-15 Zone 1 Concours & 

Rally
15 NER Autox @ Fort Devens
26-29 Zone 1 Club Race
@ Watkins Glen
29 NER Autox @ Fort Devens
June

4-5 NER DE @ NHMS
8 Board Meeting
17-19 Zone 1 48 Hours DE @ 

the Glen 
July

7-9 NER DE @ Calabogie
9  NER Autox @ Fort Devens
11-13 NER DE @ LCMT
20 Board Meeting
31 Porsche Parade, Savannah 

Georgia
August

1-6 Porsche Parade, Savannah 
Georgia

7 NER Autox @ Fort Devens
10 Board Meeting
15 NCR DE @ LRP
26-28 NER DE @ Watkins Glen
26-28 Zone 1 Autox @ Fort 

Devens
September

3 NER Autox @ Fort Devens
7 Board Meeting
10 PorscheFest Concours
d’elegance
15-18 PCA Escape 2011 Flag-

staff , AZ
15 NCR DE @ NHMS
16 NER DE @ NHMS
17 NER Autox @ Fort Devens

continued on page 41

Tech Topics at Mike’s Auto Body

Name(s)   __________________________________________________________

Address    ___________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP ____________________________

Phone      __________________________ _________

email  ___________________________________________

Please pre-register for this event by March 9th; send this form to: 
Fedele Cacia, 158 Walnut Street, Natick, MA 01760; or email me at : fedelecacia@verizon.net

NER will be holding a Tech Topics meeting at Mike’s 
Auto Body in Malden (251 Broadway -- 781-324-9831) 

on Saturday March 12th. Owner Mike Noonan will be 
on hand to discuss body repair, modifi cations for racing, 
and details on how to eff ectively manage your insurance 
claims. Mike also plans to have a paintless dent removal 
specialist on hand who will demonstrate this simple and 
cost eff ective method for removing dents from your car. 
Dent removal services will be available to members at a 50% discount so if you have a car in 
need of some attention in this area, bring it to this event and take advantage of this service 
either during or after the tech session on Saturday.
      Mike Noonan, owner of Mike’s Auto Body and long time NER friend and sponsor, has been 
in the auto body repair business since 1975. He takes pride in providing a friendly, comfort-
able place to come for the best in auto body repair. Mike’s Auto Body is dedicated to provid-
ing the best auto body repair and collision damage repair services available and is one of the 
only shops in the area trusted enough by Turner Motorsports and the Porsche Club to work on 
$500,000 vehicles. They proudly feature a staff  of I-CAR and ASE-certifi ed technicians. Mike’s 
Autobody is also the preferred collision repair shop for many major insurance companies and is 
particularly good at negotiating claims adjustments with these companies to make certain that 
your Porsche, BMW, or other fi ne automobile is repaired to proper standards. Mike’s expertise 
does not stop with high end sports cars; they repair all makes and models as well.
      Also on hand this Saturday at Mike’s will be Armando’s Auto Detailing, located just across 
the street. Take the opportunity to learn the tricks of the trade – just in time for getting your car 
cleaned up for another driving season, or better yet, your next Concours d’Elegance event. 
      So come and learn about how a real craftsman applies his trade on some fi ne automobiles. 
Plan to arrive by 10:00 AM on Saturday March 12th. The session will run until about 2PM, unless 
you stick around for dent removal work. Mike is providing the morning refreshments and lunch.

Directions: 

From New Hampshire/Maine/Northern 

Mass points 

I-95 S toward Boston/Peabody    
Take exit 46 for RT-1 S Newburyport Turn-
pike  7 miles   
Bear Right at Rte 99 / Broadway    
Mike’s is on your left # 251
   

From Boston / South Shore via Rte 93

Head North on RT-93 N    
Take exit 28 to MA 99/ Sullivan Square/Somerville   
Turn right on Cambridge Street (Signs for MA 99)   
Turn right at Maff a Way   
At the Traffi  c Circle, take 3rd Exit onto Alford 
Street   
Continue on Broadway/ MA 99   
Mike’s is on your left # 251

Tech Topics at Mike’s Auto Body in Malden

Saturday, March 12th, 10:00 AM



Sunday, March 27, come enjoy a 50 mile tour of the Currier 
and Ives country of Metro West followed by lunch.  As it is 

hard to predict the weather in late March either your Porsche 
or winter beater is welcome.
   We will start at FRIENDLY'S on Route 20 in SUDBURY.  Our tour 
will ramble about 50 miles and end up at the ORIENTAL DE-
LIGHT RESTAURANT in MAYNARD where a nice Chinese buff et 
and socializing will be available.  
   Arrive at the start by 10:AM on Sunday March 27.  First car off  
on the tour by 10:30. We should arrive at the Oriental Delight 
about 12:30.  
   Any questions; contact Charlie or Martha Dow at 978-443-
2672 or CRD968@Verizon.net.  Please let us know if you plan to 
attend, but last minute arrivals are ok too.

Spring Tour - Sunday, March 

27th @ 10:00 am - Metro West 

musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 

 South Windsor, CT 06074

phone: 860.291.9415 
fax: 860.291.9416

Service  Parts  Tuning 

Fabrication  Modification

911/944/986/996/997/GT3  

Engine & Transmission  

Rebuilding

Brake Pads

(low cost shipping)

Call the experts.

    Quality. Performance.

on the road 
      or on the track...

Porsches on tour is such a pretty thing. Photo by Dave Weber.

Photo by Dave Weber.
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A Visit with Brian Redman, Saturday April 2nd, 6:00 PM

at The Lars Andersom Museum of Transportation

We are honored to have Brian Redmanas as our guest 
on April 2nd, , a motor sports racer from the old 

school where they drove cars in a wide variety of series 
from Formula 1, thru Can-AM, and endurance racing, and 
anything in between.
   Starting with a 1959 Morris Traveller Woody, Brian made 
a name for himself in the UK while moving up the ladder 
through progressively faster cars including GT40s for John 
Wyer and 908s for the Porsche factory. Brian has driven for 
fi ve diff erent Formula 1 teams including McLaren, Frank 
Williams, Cooper, UOP Shadow and BRM, Formula 5000 
with Lola to name a few.
   He will be speaking at the Larz Anderson Museum of 
Transportation in Brookline on April 2nd commencing at 
6pm, preregistration is required, cost is $10 per person 

and seating is limited. Food and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be available.
   Please fi ll out the form below and send it along with a 
check payable to PCA/NER to Amy Ambrose 50 Pleasant St. 
Hopkinton, MA. 01748.

Name(s)   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address    ___________________________________________________________City/State/ZIP ____________________________

Phone      __________________________ _________email  ___________________________________________

Please pre-register for this event by sending $10 per guest; send this form to: 
Amy Ambrose 50 Pleasant St. Hopkinton, MA. 01748

   Since retiring from racing Brian often-
drives in invitational vintage and historic 
races throughout the US. He  has also  
promoted all three of the Rennsport
reunions along with the double 50 
Porsche celebration at the Glen amongst 
others.
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For those of you who read our Autocross promotion in the February 
edition of the Nor’Easter and were intrigued or morbidly

fascinated, this month we thought we’d provide some more detail 
about the Autocross School itself and the details pertinent
to you attending it.
Autocross School

The autocross school is designed for autocross novices
   1. looking to learn/improve their car control skills, and
   2 . learn what the sport of autocrossing entails in a non-competitive environment.
   Our instructors understand the anxiety that novices feel and therefore promote a low stress learning environment. Our instruc-
tor/student ratio is high and while you won’t get a dedicated, personalized instructor for the entire day, you will have the oppor-
tunityto have an instructor in the car with you at all times should you wish.
   The learning day is broken up into the following order:
   •Student registration (more like check-in for those that pre-register)
   •An open-air classroom session designed to highlight 1) the safety aspects of the sport, and 2) the theory of car control
    techniques.
   •Following the theory session, the practical part of the day begins with students being broken up into sub-groups. Each
    of the sub-groups will rotate through a series of exercises, including:
 -a skidpad - designed to demonstrate throttle steering and the concept of over- and under- steer;
 -a brake zone - designed to demonstrate the limits of your car’s braking capabilities; threshold braking
 and the beginnings of trail braking; and
 -a slalom - designed to demonstrate the time lag between perceived turn-in points and actual turn-in
 points.
   Each student will have multiple opportunities to perform each exercise with an instructor. This usually concludes the morning
session. While students enjoy a quick lunch break and share their experiences, we will set up an abbreviated autocross course
designed to combine some of the elements students have just learned in the morning session. While not a full course nor com-
petitively timed, the course is designed to give each student a taste of a real autocross and, more importantly, an opportunity to
practice their newly acquired skills.
   For those of you with an eye already on the competitive aspects of the sport; while attendance at the school is not a prerequisite
to attending our competitive events, it is highly recommended. In fact, as mentioned last month, regardless of whether you
intend to autocross or not, this is a fabulous introduction to car control skills at a fraction of the cost of most schools of this sort.
   This year, once again, the school is the lucky benefi  ciary of sponsorship from Conway Autoworks. Their commitment to the 
school allows us to keep the costs to each participant at very reasonable levels!
Who should attend?

All inexperienced autocrossers should attend. Even those who do not plan to attend competitive autocrosses in the future will
have the opportunity to learn some of the fundamental car control skills which will greatly increase street safety. Teenage drivers
are also most welcome, though if they are under the age of 18, they must provide a signed waiver and have at least one parent
present. Please contact the chair for further information about teenage drivers.
Registration

Online registration is required for this event. Registration opens March 1st and closes Friday April 2nd at midnight. Registration
can be found at www.motorsportreg.com, along with additional event information. The cost is $35. Pre-registration is required, so
please do not show up without having registered.
Please Arrive between 7:00 AM and 7:30 AM for Registration.

Directions to Fort Devens

The event will be at Moore Airfi  eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.
   From 128: Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a left turn onto
Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross entrance.
   From 495: Take Route 2A West for 7 miles into Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn take a 
left turn onto Bishop Road (0.4 miles from right turn). Continue straight onto McPherson Rd. Watch for sign pointing to autocross 
entrance.

Autocross School - Sponsored by Conway Autoworks 

Sunday, April 3rd at Fort Devens, MA             REGISTER ONLINE!

N O R E A S T E R page 17



N O R E A S T E Rpage 18

The Northeast Region will be kicking off  its 2011 season of autocrossing on 
Sunday May

   15th at the Moore Airfi eld, a part of the former Fort Devens base.  Autocrossing is 
a safe and accessible introduction to motor sports and a fantastic way to improve 
on your driving skills.  Also, unlike Driver Education, it is a competitive event:  you 
compete against similar cars by individual timing.  So the entrants at our autocross 
events are a dynamic mix of novices, possibly prepping for going to the track, and 
veterans who view autocross as their main motor sport.  Note that novices can 
always count on help from the veterans and no one takes it so seriously that it 
breaks the spirit of camaraderie.  (Well, OK, some people do take it pretty seriously 
– but they’re still nice!)
   Registration opens at 7, closes at 8.  Participants are encouraged to arrive no later 
than 7:30 to allow plenty of time for registration, tech inspection and course walk-
through before the driver’s meeting.  Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch 
is off ered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, liquids are always provided throughout the day free of 
charge. 
   You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event.
   The cost for the day in advance is $35 for members, $40 for non-members. Onsite registration is $40 for members, $45 for non-
members. Additionally, members may sign up for all 5 NER Autocross Series events in advance for $140 (a $35 savings).  AND if 
you sign up for the season online before the fi rst event you get a t-shirt!  
   Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate via the 
PCA Junior Participation program.  This requires that a waiver be signed by both parents and one parent must attend the event.  
Contact the Registrar for further details.
   We look forward to seeing you at this fi rst event.  Questions:  contact AX Co-Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.
com).  For registration information, contact Autocross Registrar Jon Cowen (jcowenner@gmail.com).  
   Directions to Fort Devens
   From I495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West.  After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 
miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on 
Route 2A by bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.

Autocross at Last!  NER Autocross Series Event #1   

Sponsored by Firefl y’s
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The second event of the NER Autocross Series is Sunday May 29th at Fort Devens.    
   We are quite fortunate to have a venue like Devens.  As a retired airfi eld, not unlike a mini-Sebring, it aff ords us the ability to 

build courses that rival regional racetracks in size and scope, if not ultimate speed. With 30+ corners in a 1.25 mile course there 
is ample opportunity to learn and practice multiple aspects of high performance driving, from car control and brake technique 
through corner analysis and chassis setup.  All Porsche club members are welcome to attend and can drive their Porsche or “other” 
vehicle in one of our street or race classes, created to maximize competition and let you enjoy your Porsche the way it was de-
signed to be used.  Here are the classes…
   Class    Models in Class    
    1S    356 (all); 912 (all); 914 (all)  
    1R    356 (all); 912 (all); 914 (all)  
    2S    924 (all); 944 (all); 968  
    2R    924 (all); 944 (all); 968 
    3S    Normally Aspirated 911 (all); 911SC; Carrera and 964 through 1994 (all);  928 (all)
    3R    Normally Aspirated 911 (all); 911SC; Carrera and 964 through 1994 (all);  928 (all) 
    4S    986 Boxster and Boxster S (up to 2004)
    5S    987 Boxster, Boxster S, Cayman, Cayman S (2005 on)  
    6S    Normally Aspirated 993, 996, 997 (except 997S and GT3)  
    7R    Boxster (all); Cayman (all); 993, 996, 997 (except 997S and GT3)  
    8      Turbocharged 911 (all); 997 S, GTS and Speedster; GT3 (all); Carrera GT; Cayman, Boxster Spyder  
    9      Improved (All Porsche not conforming to Free Modifi cations)  
    10    Race (All Porsche not conforming to Free or Improved Modifi cations) 
    11S  Cayenne, Panamera (all)  
    12    Non-Porsche   
   Entrants will get as many as 8 individually timed runs and be eligible for awards.  The top three drivers in each class will be 
presented with an embossed pub-style pint glass suitable for micro-brews and bench-race-bragging (beer not included).  There 
is a year long Series with trophies presented at the Annual Dinner.  Novices, defi ned as someone who has not trophied in an NER 
event, have a separate award class. 
   Registration opens at 7, closes at 8.  Participants are encouraged to arrive no later than 7:30 to allow plenty of time for registra-
tion, tech inspection and course walkthrough before the driver’s meeting.  Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any 
weather be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is off ered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats, liquids are always 
provided throughout the day free of charge. 
   You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event.
   The cost for the day in advance is $35 for members, $40 for non-members. Onsite registration is $40 for members, $45 for non-
members. Additionally, members may sign up for all 5 NER Autocross Series events in advance for $140 (a $35 savings).  AND if you 
sign up for the season online before the fi rst event you get a t-shirt!  
   Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate via the 
PCA Junior Participation program.  This requires that a waiver be signed by both parents and one parent must attend the event.  
Contact the Registrar for further details.
   We look forward to seeing you at this fi rst event.  Questions:  contact AX Co-Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com).  
For registration information, contact Autocross Registrar Jon Cowen (jcowenner@gmail.com).  
   Directions to Fort Devens
   From I495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West.  After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. 
At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on Route 2A 
by bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.
   

NER Autocross Series Event #2  

Sponsored by Auto Engineering of Lexington



The Northeast Region of the Porsche Club of America is one of the most active, event-packed regions in the country, and pro-
vides

all kinds of opportunities for Porsche people to learn about and enjoy their Porsche’s capabilities. The club also allowsyou to meet 
and hang out with people who enjoy their Porsches as much as you do. 
   As a new member of NER, no doubt you are not sure where to begin and are wondering where events are held in the Boston 
area. What can I learn about taking care of my Porsche? What does NER actually off er to its members? That’s why each spring we 
hold a “Newcomers Meeting.”  This is the perfect event to attend if you want to fi nd out exactly what the Porsche Club is all about, 
and learn about all the fun activities you can participate in as a member. As always, the Newcomers Meeting will be hosted by 
Ira Porsche in Danvers. To make it easy for new members to get a glimpse of all of our activities, we organize the day much like a 
’Porsche Club Exposition.’ Each club activity will have its own exhibition, staff ed by veteran members, where you will be able to 
meet and talk with the people that participate in, and run that particular type of event. Stop by and check out some of the follow-
ing activities:
   • Driver Education — Want to learn to drive your Porsche in a safe, high-speed environment (i.e. on professional racetracks)?
NER hosts a number of Driver Education events throughout the season at tracks like NHMS in Loudon, NH, Watkins Glen,
Mont-Tremblant, Calabogie, and Lime Rock Park. Watch some in-car video to get a feel for the experience, and talk to members
who can answer your questions about how to get started and what it’s like to put your Porsche through its paces.
   • Autocross — Think you can drive really fast between, around and through a course marked with bright orange cones? Talk
to some of our region’s talented competitors about the events and share their experiences. Autocross is a great way to learn
basic driving techniques and get a feel for your car and its limits in a way that just isn’t safe (or legal) on public roads. NER’s
autocross events are held at nearby Moore Airfi eld at Fort Devens in Ayer, MA.
   • Concours d’Elegance — Looking for a place to show off  that beautifully restored or clean street Porsche? Find out how others
do it, and learn what products to use to make your car really look its best. Our September PorscheFest event is a summer
highlight with 80-plus Porsches on display.
   • Rally/Tours — Just like to drive interesting roads and stay at interesting places? Learn about some cool up-coming trips. Our
annual New England Ramble regularly attracts 250 participants touring over a weekend to a fabulous New England destination.
This year we’re headed to beautiful The Equinox Resort in Manchester Village, VT. See registration details for this event in this 
issue of the NOR’EASTER.
   • Monthly Meetings & Tech Sessions — Eager to learn more about your car, or just soak up Porsche technical information?
Guest speakers, technical sessions, visits to famous restoration shops and driving tours are featured events each year. There is
no better way to get to know your fellow Porsche enthusiasts.
   While the main focus of this event is to acquaint new members to the club, established members are also welcome to check into
some of the things they haven’t tried yet, or just to chat with newcomers to help them feel at home. There is always something
new to do or learn in the Northeast Region Porsche Club of America.
   The Newcomers Meeting will be held on Sunday, April 17th starting with a light lunch at 12:30 pm, followed by presentations
starting at 1:00 pm in Ira Porsche’s beautiful showroom and shop. There will be plenty to see and learn, and refreshments will be
provided by our hosts at Ira Porsche.
   Registration is not required, but we would like to get a head count of attendees prior to this event for planning purposes. Please
register by e-mail (preferred) or mail using the mail-in form below:
Directions: Ira Motor Group is located on Route 114 in Danvers. From Route 128, take exit 25 to Route 114 West. Ira will be 1.7
miles on your right. From I-95, take exit 47 to Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left.
From Route 1, take Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left. See you there!

NER’s Annual Newcomers Meeting

Sunday, April 17th, 12:30 pm - Hosted by Ira Porsche in Danvers

Registration request: NewComers Meeting - scheduled for April 18th @12:30 with light lunch

Name(s)   __________________________________________________________

Address    ___________________________________________________________City/State/ZIP ____________________________

Phone      __________________________ _________email  ___________________________________________

Please pre-register for this event by March 9th; send this form to: 
Fedele Cacia, 158 Walnut Street, Natick, MA 01760; or email me at : fedelecacia@verizon.net
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It’s that time again to fi nd a warm day to wash and wax the street Porsche and get your registration in the mail for this years 
Spring Ramble. And if you’re one of those with only a dedicated track Porsche, or maybe in between Porsches, use your dually, 
MDX, SRX, RAV, CRV, LS, M, XJ, XF or whatever, ‘cause you don’t want to miss this event. We’re again sponsored by the good 

guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.277.3819; give them a call for anything from an oil change to 
a full street to track conversion.
   Even if you’re an experienced Rambler and have done this many times there are always new wrinkles; please read everything 
carefully.
   Unless you’re a masochist and enjoy queues, get your registration check and form to me early, we’re capped at 250 people 

this year. 

   Since our last visit to The Equinox Resort it’s been acquired by the Starwood Hotels & Resorts and is part of their Luxury Collec-
tion. Extensive renovations have been completed and amenities added while trying to maintain the property’s historic character. 
Check out their web site http://www.equinoxresort.com/ for full details including The Spa, Orvis fl y fi shing school, the British 
School of Falconry, golf and other activities. 
   Don’t forget that Manchester is a major shopping, recreation and dining area where you may wish to extend your stay: http://
www.manchestervermont.net/. Hildene, the home of Abraham Lincoln’s descendants until 1975 is fascinating; The Southern Ver-
mont Arts Center and Land Rover Off  Road Driving School are all nearby, to mention only a few.
   You’ll arrive Thursday or Friday on your own, meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your social and partying 
activities. Then we’ll all convene at 7:30 AM on Saturday in the Colonnade for registration, a Continental Breakfast, and drivers’ 
meeting and be on the road by 9:00 AM heading to our lunch stop via wonderful back roads in VT and NY. Following that respite 
we’ll follow an equally fun, back roads return to the The Equinox, or if you prefer to get back sooner to begin your partying, mas-
sage, hike or whatever simply take the direct route that we’ll supply.
   For you fi rst timers – a hearty welcome; you’ve been 15-20% of the group every year. Your registration packet will include a 
detailed route to and from our lunch stop that Joyce and I have travelled many times revising and correcting. Unlike most other 
group tours, we drive on our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually in pods. Stop at an antique shop when you want 
and pick up the next pod coming down the road. Don’t like the pod you’re in, pull off  and join the next pod.
   Our Saturday night Equinox Resort rate includes your room, hors d’eouvres during our cocktail hour (cash bar after you’ve 
consumed your two freebies per person), Saturday night dinner (jackets for men) and Sunday morning full breakfast buff et, resort 
charges and is inclusive of all service charges, gratuities and taxes. The Friday night rate is your room only, inclusive of all taxes and 
gratuities, and is also applicable for Thursday and Sunday nights.

  The Equinox Single Double

   Friday $149.75 $149.75 
   Saturday $259.00 $379.00
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2011 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):   Phone (eve):

Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:   License Plate #:

Meal Choice: Stuff ed Chicken Breast: #___ Grilled Salmon: #___ 
NY Strip Steak#____ Mushroom Ravioli: #___

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘86 The Quechee Inn
‘87 The Quechee Inn
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stowefl ake Resort
‘07 The Equinox
‘08 The Balsams
‘09 Otesaga
‘10 Mountain View Grand

If you were on 
the ‘10 Ramble 
and your regis-
tration informa-
tion was correct 
in the registra-
tion packet, it is 
only necessary to 
indicate your at-
tendance in ‘10

   Finally the details:
  A)   Send in the registration fee (which includes continental breakfast at The Equinox and lunch on Saturday plus incidentals– 
THIS REGISTRATION FEE IS THE SAME AS LAST THREE YEARS) of  $55 per person ($75 per person after March 1) with your com-
pleted entry form below. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CAN NOT READ YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS…YOU GET THE PICTURE! Please 

diff erentiate between “1” and “l”, “8” and “B”, “0” and “O’”, etc. Use an email address that you check frequently. 

   B)   Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31; less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Equinox reservations are cancelable by calling them through April 15, 2010. 

   C)   Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an email from me with FURTHER DETAILS including The 
Equinox phone number to be used in making your reservation. DO NOT CALL THE EQUINOX AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESER-

VATION BEFORE YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT EMAIL – IT WILL NOT WORK - & WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.   

   D)   If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration – CONTACT ME as something has 
gone awry. I’m away 2 weeks in mid February so factor that into the equation. 

   E)   In prior years the hotels and I have been dealing with a monumental hassle factor created by forgetful and/or procras-

tinating Ramblers. As a result – you must make your reservations with The Equinox within two weeks of receiving my accep-

tance email. If you do not, I will remove your name from The Equinox’s reservation acceptance list, notify you of this situation, 

and it will cost you $50/room to reinstate your Ramble registration. I don’t want the $50; I want you to make your reservations 

promptly. 

   F)  Rooms canceled after April 15, 2010 are non-refundable. 

Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 PM or bmh993@Porschenet.com

Sponsored by
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There are two ways to answer the question.
From a technical perspective, Drivers Education (DE) is a program developed by the PCA to give drivers the opportunity to 
learn how to drive their cars on real racetracks in a safe, controlled and fun environment.  Typically a DE event is run over 1, 2 

or 3 days. Each day having four or fi ve driving groups (divided by experience and skill level) on track 4 times for 20 to 30 minutes 
each. To ensure maximum safety and fun you’re placed in a run group with other drivers with similar experience and skill levels. In 
the novice groups, drivers are accompanied by PCA trained and certifi ed instructors who will teach you high performance driving 
techniques and fundamentals. DE driving is not racing or even preparation for racing. The events are not timed and there are no 
prizes. Prescribed passing zones and rules and codes of conduct add to the safe environment.
   From an enthusiasts perspective, DE can easily become a lifestyle throughout the summer and in fact year ‘round.  Waking mo-
ments are spent at the track, or thinking about the next time there.  We live for the rush of adrenaline that comes from moments 
like touching 150 mph just before jumping on the brakes at the “bus stop” at Watkins Glen.  Or, allowing the car to drift out to 
the turn-in, at the end of the front straight before powering over a blind cresting apex at Mont Tremblant.  Just as importantly, 
highpoints of our summer at DE events include laughing with new and old friends over the events of the day, or as an instructor 
sharing what I’ve learned and watching the smile of new students as they discover what they and the car are really capable of.  But 
I’m one of the crazy addicts.   Many attend only a few a days a year, and enjoy building their competency and letting the car do 
what it was built to do.
For this 2011 season we’ve lined up some great tracks and events; fi ve diff erent tracks as you’ll see below, including two favorites 
in Canada and weekends at NHMS and WGI.
   DE is a diff erent experience for everyone. You’ve got to try it.  The only critical components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our web site, you’ll fi nd lots of information and helpful ideas. Hope to see you at the track.

 2010 Driver Education Schedule – Overview. 

For a more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses.

Event Date             Days         Track       Host         Registration  Pricing* 
                 Open Date          Inst         Solo          Student

NHMS - www.nhms.com
NCR - www.ncr-pca.org
WGI -  www.theglen.com
NCR - www.ncr-pca.org
LMCT - www.lecircuit.com
LRP - www.limerock.com
CMP - www.calabogiemotorsports.com
 

What is Driver Education?

Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER) 

   
Registrar

Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127
    
Track Chair 

Bruce Hauben - 978-952-8517
    
Event Registration

www.clubregistration.net 

North Country Region 

(NCR) www.ncr-pca.org 
Registrar 

John Lussier - 802-728-4457 
de-registrar@ncr-pca.org
Track Chair  

Mark Watson
603-488-5405 or cell 603-854-0643
de@ncr-pca.org
Event Registration

www.motorsportreg.com 
continued on page 26

April 8-10 Fri/Sa/Sun New Hampshire NCR See NCR  Free $TBA $TBA
May 5  Thur  New Hampshire NER Mar 1  Free $160 $185
June 4-5  Sa/Su  New Hampshire NER Mar 1  Free $320 $370     
July 7-9  Thur/F/Sa Calabogie NER Mar 1  $275 $495 $585
July 11-13 M/Tu/W  Mt Tremblant NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595
Aug 15  Mon  Lime Rock Park NCR See NCR  $75  $195 $195
Aug 26-28 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen NER  Mar 1  $270 $495 $570
Sep 15  Thur  New Hampshire NCR See NCR  Free $150 $175
Sep 16  Fri  New Hampshire NER Mar 1  Free  $160 $185
Oct 10-11 M/Tu  New Hampshire NCR See NCR  Free  $300 $350

*Subject to change 
NOTE: Instructors are no charge (N/C) for NHMS provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor registration less 
than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend.  Instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of 
events at other tracks, will be charged an extra $25 per day.

Copy by Bruce Hauben
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Driver Education - continued from page 25

What’s new for 2011?

Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun: 

This year we have once again organized a coordinated calen-
dar between the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR)  
regions of the PCA. These coordinated events provide the 
dedicated DE enthusiast the chance for 20 days of driving on 
fi ve diff erent circuits; including a return to Lime Rock Park. In 
answer to many requests, we have 3 weekend events in 2011; 
two at our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway (NHMS) with 10 total days there; and a 3-day week-
end event at Watkins Glen in New York. Our signature event at 
Canada's Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant (LCMT), July 11-13, is once 
again during the free Mt. Tremblant Blues Festival, making it a 
great opportunity for a family outing.  And that event is imme-
diately preceeded by a 3-day event also in Canada at Calabogie 
Motorsports Park, July 7-9 with the 10th set aside for travelling 
to LCMT, only a 3 hour drive.
   Allegheny Region 

   Our good friends at ARPCA have been joining us at our 
Canadian and Watkins Glen events, helping to make them suc-
cessful. They run their own excellent DEs and this year are at 
Watkins Glen May 13-15, Beaver Run Aug. 20-21, and Mid-Ohio 
Sept. 23-25. Full information is on their web site and registra-
tion is through MotorSportReg.com. 
   For those new to DE:

2011 will feature our annual Novice Day with a few new 
wrinkles. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, one-hour 
drive north of Boston) on May 5th and will be hosted by NER. 
The Novice Program will include special classroom sessions 
with NER's Chief of Novice Development (and possibily with 
pro-driver and coach Dennis Macchio) covering basic driving, 
driving techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives. In 
addition, the Novice Program will include a number of on-track 
driving sessions with experienced NER/NCR instructors. Note: 
While details are still being worked out, the plan is for the Novice 
Program on May 5th to be focused on true Novices. Since registra-
tion numbers are obviously unknown, fi rst time DE participants 
will be admitted fi rst, followed by Green run group drivers with 
three or fewer track days experience, and a wait list will be estab-
lished for more experienced Green and Yellow run group drivers 
who will be admitted if there are more instructors than required 
for the Novice group.  Solo DE Event: Drivers in the Blue, White 
and Black run groups may register for the May 5th event and 
participate in a normal DE day. 
   No more paper… save the planet!  

NER is no longer accepting paper registration. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so online at 
clubregistration.net. Once registered with clubregistration.net 
it is a quick, simple process to sign up for an event, and pay-
ment through PayPal is available. You will, however, still be able 
to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our web site for 
details. For NCR hosted events go to their website and their 

registration site.
   Watch the NER Web Site  

   While we email information to registered drivers the web site 
should be checked periodically for new and updated informa-
tion. For example the rates and reservation information for 
the LCMT hotels with which we negotiate special rates will be 
posted on the web site at the "DE Event Information" page.
   Registration Process

   How to register: 

   The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two 
diff erent websites for registration, one for NER events  and 
another for NCR events. On the event calendar you will notice 
the host region is identifi ed. Although both regions cooperate 
with each other, it is the host region that handles registration. 
All rules and policies are consistant regardless of host region. 
The host region’s registration web site will be the only point of 
registration for the events they are hosting. This means, for ex-
ample, for the May 5th Novice Day event you must go to NER’s 
registration website and for the NCR DE events at New Hamp-
shire and at Lime Rock Park you must go to NCR’s  (the host’s) 
registration web site  to register. 
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for an event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration web sites may have dif-
ferences in formats. In all cases setting up your profi le with the 
registration website should be a one-time aff air unless your 
vehicle and/or other profi le items change. After you have pro-
vided your details to each region, you will be able to log in and 
will be automatically remembered. Be sure to up-date your car 
info if you change cars AND keep your email address current!       
   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us.
   When to register: 

   In most cases registration for all NER events opens on 
March 1, 2011.
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the regis-
tration opening day, we strongly suggest you register as early 

as possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This is 

particularly important for the Green & Yellow student groups 

as the number admitted to any event is dependent upon the 

number of instructors signing up. Instructors are notoriously 

late in registering; so Student drivers, sign up early.  It's also 

particularly important for the Mt. Tremblant event, July 

11-13, as only 30 cars are allowed on the track at any time (a 

maximum of 150 cars for the event).
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continued on page 40

   Other important information about registration: 

   Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct re-
gions, we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and pro-
cedures to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even 
so, please familiarize yourself with the host region's policies 
and protocols by reading the host region’s policies as found on 
their individual web sites. Do not assume the rules you are ac-
customed to with your home region will be the same as those 
of other regions. Your standard operatiing procedure should 
be to check the DE pages of any region's event your attending 
far enough in advance to allow compliance with their policies; 
AND those may change from year to year.
   A few registration caveats:

   Registration closes 2 weeks prior to an event:
   Signing up for an event without paying is not a full registra-
tion. Until your payment is received, either by check or credit 
card through PayPal, you are not registered and a space will not 
be held for you in the event.
If you pay after the 2-week cut-off  or at the event with permis-
sion of the registrar, you may be subject to a $50/day or $100/
event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the entire 1, 2, or 3 days 
of the event. A driver wishing to register for fewer days than 
the entire event may have to pay a surcharge ($25/day) and 
should check fi rst with the registrar.
   Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit 

as many student drivers as possible. 

   If Instructors register within 2 weeks of an event, they will pay 
an additional $25/day beyond the Instructor rate. In the case of 
NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event and the 
charge is $75/day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Regis-
trar, Chief Instructor and/or Track Chair and will be determined 
by the individual circumstances of each event. 
   Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event? 

   NER & NCR have the same basic requirements:
   - You must be 18 years or older
   - You must be a currently licensed driver
   - You must not be under the infl uence of drowsiness-inducing 
or mind altering substances (prescribed or not) prior to or dur-
ing the event.
    - You are a member of PCA or other recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements go to 
www.porschenet.com
   What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event? 

Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding tractors, 
because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or other car club recognized 
by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the above at our shared 
events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar de-register@ncr-pca.
org.  
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 

currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specifi c rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced by 
other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
   All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar.
   Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be required to modify 
the mountings of, or install, seat belts. Host web sites will give 
details of requirements and should be checked periodically to 
stay current with any changes. All vehicles are required to have 
(at least) 3-point seat belts.
     For vehicles modifi ed from original specifi cation, please 
check your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, 
check for specifi c details regarding the installation of racing 
harnesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on 
both passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may not be 
acceptable. Check the web sites and READ your registration 
acknowledgements.
   What else is needed?

Both regions will require that your vehicle be given a pre-track 
Technical Inspection by a PCA-recognized Inspector. These 
inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event 
and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-wor-
thiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along with 
a downloadable NER Tech Form and a list of recognized inspec-
tors can be found at each of the host regions’ web sites. Each 
host region will have slightly diff erent forms and requirements, 
but each will accept the host region’s “Tech” form signed and 
stamped by another region’s registered tech inspector. Please 
be aware, however, that technical inspection does not negate 
the responsibility from the driver/owner of any vehicle for the 
vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region 
and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2005, SA2010, M2005 or M2010.  
In addition NER will also allow K2005 and K2010 helmets. In all 
cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for their fi re safety 
qualities. Helmet certifi cations occur every 5 years and are valid 
in PCA events for 10 years, so an SA2005 or M2005 (or K2005) 
helmet will only be valid for fi ve more years. 
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this year, the NER Track Com-
mittee strongly recommends that you get a closed-face SA-rated 
helmet for the additional safety it aff ords.   
   While NER does not require that your car be equipped with a 
fi re extinguisher, NER does strongly recommend it.  You should 
be aware, however, that most regions still do require a 2-½ lb 
(minimum) class BC or ABC fi re extinguisher be mounted in a 
metal bracket and bolted to a metal surface although some 



N O R E A S T E Rpage 28

Zone 1 PCA is bringing Club Racing to the Glen on May 27 
- 29, 2011, hosting the 11th Annual Porsche Clash at the 

Glen.. Bring your friends and family for a fun, exciting weekend 
of Porsche racing, with two Sprint races for each race group on 
Saturday and 90-minute Enduros on Sunday! It’s about Friends!   
   At-track registration at the top of the hill will open at 4 PM, 
Thursday, May 26, 2011.
      We’ll have commemorative jackets for all entrants and a Sat-
urday night dinner will be available for a small fee. Door prizes 
and sprint race awards will be distributed at this dinner. Extra 
dinner tickets may be purchased in advance. Directions, Maps 
and Hotel information can be found at www.theglen.com. 
Garages will be available for rental on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis for $150/half and $300/full for the three days. 
      For those who would like to have some extra track time at 
the Glen before the event, the Metro NY Region will be holding 
a Driver’s Education event on Wednesday & Thursday, May 
25th and 26th, the two days immediately prior. Information 
concerning this separate Driver Education event can be found 
on the Metro NY PCA website at www.metronypca.org or by 
contacting the Metro DE registrar, Dave Hartman, at metro-
dereg@optonline.net.
      We’ll have at-track race registration & tech inspection 
Thursday from 4:30 to 7 pm to process the large number of 
participants quickly and effi  ciently to reduce the Friday morn-
ing crowd. All at-track registration will be done at the Watkins 
Glen Registration Building up the hill from the track entrance. 
The Registration building will be open all three days for drivers 
and crew to get event credentials.
      Each driver must fully complete registration on www.
Clubregistration.net, including the Medical and Emergency 
Contact forms, for entry. A Racer’s Biography is optional, but 
highly recommended. To be eligible to enter a Sunday enduro, 
the car MUST also be entered in the Saturday sprint race. Entry 
in the Saturday sprint races is not required for the second 
driver sharing a car in the enduro. A mandatory 5-minute pit 
stop is required during the enduro, although the same driver 
can drive the entire enduro if he/she chooses to. For the Friday 
and Saturday sprint races, a second driver of the same car will 
result in one of the two drivers being classed up to allow the 
car to race in two race groups.
      All Entrants are required to have a current PCA Club Rac-
ing License. (Completed license application forms must be 
received by the Club Racing Program Coordinator three weeks 
prior to the event.)
    We plan to fi ll up each group with as many cars as the track 
will allow. If your particular race group is fi lled to the maximum 
at the time of receiving your registration and prior to May 20th, 
your name will be wait listed. All stand-by entrants will be con-
tacted immediately should a slot become available. There will 
be absolutely no new registration at the track! Final cancella-
tion date to get a refund is May 18, 2011. See you at the Glen!

The Clash brings lots of people to one of the best tracks in the 
United States! This is a chance to see a lot of your friends and 
to make new ones. We need you and your friends as volun-
teers. It is the volunteers that make this a great event! We ask 
that you volunteer at least a full morning or afternoon. What 
do you, your friends, loved ones, any one you could bring with 
you get?
   Every volunteer will get something like a jacket (TBD)
   Listed below are the areas, descriptions of where we need 
YOU! 
   Registration:
   This happens at the Registration building, on the northwest 
corner of Watkins Glen, outside of the track. Everyone must 
stop here and get a wrist band to get into the track. Registra-
tion involves ensuring everyone signs the waiver. This is a very 
busy place Thursday afternoon and Friday morning. 
   Garage Admin:
   This is the Administration of the race. Driver registration, hot 
pit passes, pullovers, copies, radios, race results from tower are 
faxed here for copying and distribution. Volunteer assignments 
and paperwork is also handled here and every volunteer must 
sign in every day here! 
   Tech Inspection:
   The job here involves working with the National PCA Techni-
cal Scrutineers. Cars are weighed, checked over for modifi ca-
tions, or problems. This is done in the fi rst bays of the garage. 
   Timing & Scoring:
   Although the race is timed and scored with computers and 
in-car radio transponders, a paper trail is needed too. Volun-
teers here write down the car numbers as they pass the start/
fi nish line. This is done from the top of the tower where you 
can see most of the track and you are inside. 
   Grid:
   All the cars are "parked" along the grid prior to the start. This 
year like last the grid is behind the garage over by the turn 
10 & 11 straight. The volunteer at the start of the grid tells the 
drivers their grid number. Volunteers along the way direct driv-
ers into their grid slot or point them farther down the grid. This 
job starts BEFORE the race; you need to be at the grid at least 
15 minutes before the start of racing! This position is LOUD and 
you also need to be alert for moving cars. 
   Enduro Pit Monitor:
   The job here involves working for the National PCA Scru-
tineers to insure safety in the pits during the enduro. The 
National Scrutineers will hold a meeting and review what they 
want this group to do. This group only works on Sunday. 
Sign up for either at http://zone1.pca.org/

      Registration opens April 11th at 9 PM CST. All registrations 
must be received no later than May 20th, 2011!!!!

Copy courtesy of PCA Zone 1

The Clash at the Glen - Info for Drivers and Volunteers
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A look at KTRs work fl oor

PCA NER Visits KTR in Ayer
Copy by Fedele Cacia, photos courtesy of Adrianne Ross

Porsche Race Car

Aston Racer 

I’d like to thank everyone that braved the weather and made 
the eff ort to attend the KTR event last month, with your 
participation it was a great success with a sold out crowd of 

over 50 people. 
   Other than the coff ee and doughnuts, the attraction was 
obvious, the cars were simply outstanding.  Two fl oors of cars 
with a wide array of race/track cars, road/supper cars  collector 
and vintage cars!

Lee and Cuan Coulter

KTR Lobby

Under the Porsche
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Copy by Amy Ambrose

Last fall I received an exciting e-mail. It was an e-mail blast 
from Monticello announcing that the fi rst 10 people who 
responded would be eligible for a complimentary session 

with the legendary Porsche racing driver Brian Redman. At 
that moment I felt vindicated that I obsessively check my e-
mails on my droid, as I was able to respond momentarily, thus 
guaranteeing a spot with him. I had heard he was an interest-
ing chap (being from the UK men we like are chaps) and he did 
have all of us in hysterics at lunch, regaling us with his racing 
tales. As storytellers go he is a good one — he retells them 
as if he is describing it for the very fi rst time, including all his 
original excitement and enthusiasm. I decided to rub it in and 
e-mail our region president Steve Ross, saying, “nah, nah, nah, 
nah, nah… guess who I am hanging out with at the track?” 
He responded immediately with, “Get him, get him, get him, 
to come talk to our club.” Alright! I’m on it! As you well know, 
we have gotten him for April 2nd at Larz Andersen Museum. 
In the interest of giving him an initial introduction to you, as 
well as warm welcome from us, our newsletter taskmaster 
(Adrianne to you all) gave orders from on high to ask him a few 
questions for this issue. I said, “What can I ask him?” She said 
anything. Anything? Hmmm, she did say anything. I heard her 
say it. I did hold back and left a few penetrating questions for 
you to ask him when you meet him in person April 2nd. Here is 
what I wanted to know:
   ME:  When did you fi rst realize you wanted to be a racing 
driver?
   BRIAN: In 1959 I was delivering mop-heads all over England 
from my manufacturing business in Burnley, Lancashire. My 
delivery vehicle, a Morris 1,000 Traveler (woody) was fi tted 
with a Shorrock supercharger, anti-roll bar at the front, harder 
brake linings and an anti-tramp bracket at the rear. I drove it 
like a maniac, and decided I needed to get off  the road and 
onto the racetrack!
   ME: What do you drive now to the grocery store?
   BRIAN: Land-Rover Discovery 2 
   ME: What is the hardest part of being a professional driver?
   BRIAN: The constant pressure to succeed, it didn’t matter 
whether you had fl u, broken arm, burns — you constantly had 
to perform at a high level — there were plenty of talented 
youngsters waiting to take your place!
   ME: What is your favorite fl avor of ice cream?
   BRIAN: Vanilla!
   ME: What is your favorite track and why:
   BRIAN: Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium, the fastest road rac-
ing track in the world during the ‘60s and ‘70s. In the 1,000 ki-
lometer race in 1970, driving the John Wyer Gulf Porsche 917K, 
Jo Siff ert and I averaged just over 149 mph, including pit stops. 
The fastest lap went to Pedro Rodriguez in our other team 
917K, at an average of just over 160 mph! This was 10 seconds 
a lap faster than the fastest lap in the F1 Belgian Grand Prix. 
I should add that Spa was my favorite race — but only when 

Amy Visits with Brain Redman Before He Visits Us!

the race was over! The night before the race, I couldn’t sleep, 
convinced the following day would be my last on earth! I won 
fi ve times at Spa. The Nurburgring also was a great favorite, 
and although diffi  cult, did not have the sheer speed of Spa.
   ME: What series do you like best? F1, GrandAm, NASCAR?
   BRIAN: F1... I’m not a fan of “spec” racing
   ME: What do you miss most about the UK? What is the fi rst 
thing you do when you go back for a visit?
   BRIAN: I miss the great pubs that we had in plentiful sup-
ply round our last home in Gargrave, North Yorkshire. Most 
of these date between the 18th and 19th centuries and serve 
the best beer and best pub meals around. The fi rst thing we 
do is go to a pub and have a few pints — to help get over the 
jet lag of course! We miss the “country” pursuits — fox hunting 
(on horseback, with hounds), village agricultural shows, village 
cricket and the very nice village people.
   ME: What do you like on your pizza?
   BRIAN: I’m not a big pizza eater. I have a tendency to suff er 
from duodenal ulcers and pizza is one of the foods guaran-
teed to bring on a nasty attack of acid stomach! If I do eat it, it 
would be with pepperoni!
   ME: If you hadn’t been a racing driver, what do you think you 
would have excelled at?
   BRIAN: Very little! I was lucky to fi nd something I loved doing, 
earning a living — although a very modest one. In 1970, win-
ning the World Manufacturers Championship for Porsche, I was 
paid $1000 a race for Daytona, Sebring and LeMans, and $750 
for all the rest!
   ME: What is the best advice you can give an upcoming racer?
   BRIAN: Get an education or learn a trade! Study how to mar-
ket yourself. Get in the most competitive series, like Formula 
Ford, or Formula Vee, and see how you do. If you don’t fi nish in 
the fi rst three in a national championship, go back to school!
   On that note you can see for yourself what I witnessed meet-
ing Brian. He is a verifi ed hoot of a chap and fun will be had by 
all Saturday, April 2nd. See you there!

Brian Redman. Photo courtesy www.gorace.com
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We completed our journey to Salzburg and pulled up 
to the Hotel Sacher. The Sacher is listed as one of the 
fi nest hotels in the world. It didn’t disappoint. The Sa-

cher is literally a 6-Star Hotel, with incredible old world charm. 
The hotel is located directly across from Old Town on the 
Salzburg River. Peter assigned Ann and I a suite on the top fl oor 
overlooking the river. I was in love with this city already. We 
unpacked and freshened up for the evening dinner, another 
highlight of the trip. 
   We gathered in the lobby and proceeded on a short walk 
across the bridge and through Old Town. Our fi nal destina-
tion was St. Peter’s Keller, the oldest restaurant in Europe. It 
was established in 807. (Not a typo, 807). Peter greeted us in 
the courtyard at the restaurant entrance with candlelight and 
champagne. We toasted the end of a great day, socialized a bit 
and then headed into the restaurant for dinner. The evening’s 
dinner included a phenomenal Mozart concert conducted be-
tween the main courses. Reservations for this event need to be 
made at least a year in advance. Peter had us sitting at the best 

tables in the room. As I said, this guy is connected. 
   The next day was an early breakfast and then a quick ride 
out of the city and into the Austrian Alps. As I said previously, 
the scenery was breathtaking. The trip through the Alps was 
my payback for my rest area exploits. We were on the tail end 
of the mountain driving on our way to Wolfgangzee for lunch. 
There were no rest areas for miles. I can also promise you that 
you won’t fi nd a McDonalds or Wendy’s anywhere in the moun-
tains. At this point, the sugar-free Red Bull was starting to work 
its way through my system. Driving with legs crossed is almost 
impossible, so I resorted to a tight clinching of the appropri-
ate muscles. I’m doing the math in my head and I’m saying to 
myself, “Only 15 miles; 20 minutes or so; I can do this. “ Just as 
I convinced myself I would actually make it, traffi  c stopped 
dead. The back up was as far as we could see, three lanes wide, 
bumper to bumper. I looked to the right and saw that we were 
on a bridge with a secondary road below. I looked to the left 
and all I saw was a steep hill on the other side of the guardrail. 
My head was quickly trying to assess my options. I had noth-
ing. All I knew is that I had crossed the threshold between 
discomfort and pain. I exited the car and gingerly walked up to 
Thomas’s 911. I wanted to know German law on public urina-
tion. He wasn’t sure, but he wouldn’t recommend I take the risk. 
Hobbling back to my car, I also discovered that another Treff en 

Copy and photos by Mike Kerouac.

A Story of Castles, Treff ens, Porsches and Gute Fahrts Pt.2

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mike turned in a really wonderful story with 
some truly beautiful pictures to go with it. I couldn’t do the 
entire story justice in one issue so it’s presented in 2 parts. Part 
1 appeared in the Feb. 11 Issue of the NOR’EASTER. Here is part 
2- and thanks Mike....very cool! 

The mold used to make the 356.

Continued on page 32
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mate had the same issue I had. We traded ideas included hav-
ing our Treff en crew surround us like a human wall, but we 
quickly realized neither of us had an answer. Just as I was about 
to ask the driver of a near by dump truck if he would take $50 
Euro to let me climb in the back of his truck, the line started 
moving. We hit the fi rst available rest area and made the 
mad dash to the restroom. I had my wife counting out exact 
change long before we got there. Emergency resolved. The pee 
gods got their revenge, but, luckily, without subjecting me to 
public humiliation. This moment would go into the True Story 
archives and I hopefully really did have a once-in-a-lifetime 
event. I know it’s funny after the fact, but I promise you, I wasn’t 
laughing at the time. I think I had tears in my eyes. 
   After a great lunch, we visited Gmund and the original 
Porsche factory. Not much left except a small building, but 
it was still cool to see the original offi  ce, drafting board and 
memorabilia from the very beginnings of the Porsche brand. 
On our way out of Gmund we also visited the Pfeifhofer 
Porsche museum. It’s a private museum owned by the same 
gentlemen that owns the original Porsche factory. There was 
a great collection of Porsche classics and racecars. I wanted to 
take them all home. The museum also had a well-stocked gift 
shop. I managed to pick up a couple of vintage LeMans posters 
for my car barn. That evening’s dinner was conducted at an 
ancient Austrian farmhouse. Food was cooked over an open 
fi re and we were entertained by a local musician playing folk 
music. 
   Our fi nal day in Salzburg included a Photo Rally with the win-
ners receiving “valuable” prizes. No, kidding, True Story. We all 
had a blast driving the pre-defi ned route and trying to fi nd the 

continued on page 33
The famous traffi  c jam. 

The original Porsche factory.

Continued from previous
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I want this car for my DE days.

Continued from previous

items in our photo book. We returned to Salzburg and ended 
the day with a Sound of Music tour conducted in a horse-
drawn carriage. Phenomenal way to end the day and great 
photo ops. At that evening’s Rally dinner, there were numerous 
accusations of cheating, bribery and just plain complacency. 
One couple actually claimed that they left their rally score 
sheet in the bathroom of a rest stop. True Story. But in the end 
a few teams played it straight up and took home the bounty at 
that evening’s Photo Rally Awards Dinner. Peter rewarded the 
whole group with yodeling teddy bears and gave the winners 
some very cool prizes from local shops. Well fed and full of 
beer, we headed to bed. Tomorrow it was time to go back to 
Stuttgart and turn in our Porsches. 
   The journey back to Stuttgart was more of the same: great 
driving, great food and great memories. We visited the vil-
lage of Rothenburg and had lunch at Reichsküchenmeister 
Restaurant. I’m only telling you that to see if I can type Reichs-
küchenmeister correctly. The Germans sure do use long words. 
Rothenburg is a fascinating village with great shopping. It has 
a year-round Christmas Village and a great selection of cuckoo 
clocks. Needless to say, my wife quickly had a cuckoo clock 
being shipped back to the states. The drive back to Stuttgart to 
return the Porsches was uneventful except for the red popping 
of camera fl ashes as we unintentionally violated a few speed 
limits. The tolerance is about 10% over the posted limit. We 
were at 12% to 15% over. Similar to 73 mph on the Mass Pike 
being OK and 77mph being a ticket. I guess the depression 
that set in with the thought of returning the cars made us care-
less. The cars were returned and we hopped on the bus for our 
short drive back to the Hotel Graf Zeppelin. A few months after 
returning home, our speeding tickets showed up in the mail. 
Avis has our credit card info., so paying in non-negotiable. 
   Thursday was a pure Porsche day. We visited the new Porsche 
Museum, the Porsche Zentrum (the model for Porsche dealer-
ships around the world) and the Porsche factory. All three sites 
were spectacular. Porsche treated us to a gourmet lunch at the 
factory and then we spent a couple of hours touring the fac-
tory and the design center. On the factory tour, we saw at least 
four GT2RSs, a new Speedster and a GT3 Cup. Porsche runs a 
very impressive and effi  cient operation. Seeing the factory in 
action defi nitely reinforces the trust I have in Porsche quality. 
   The museum was way too much fun. Talk about cars that give 
you goosebumps. The 917 display was incredible. We also got 
up close and personal with a GT1, Carrera GT, Spider RS racecar 
and the original 356. I took as many pictures as I could within 
the time we had. The museum is defi nitely a re-do on my next 
trip to Stuttgart. 
   We’re almost to the end. Friday included a visit to Tech Art, a 
great Porsche customization shop, and a tour of Castle Lud-
wigsburg. Both are highly recommended to anybody visiting 
Stuttgart.

   Saturday was the grand fi nale. We had the day on our own 
to tour Stuttgart. Many of us went to the fl ea market or toured 
the fl ower market. Half of us had developed a cold and I was 
about shopped out at this point, so we completed our walking 
tour just after lunch and returned to the hotel for some rest 
before that evening’s trip to Cannstatter Volksfest, Stuttgart’s 
equivalent of Octoberfest. Saturday was the only day of rain for 
the entire trip. I expected it to severely dampen the intensity 
of the party at Volksfest. Was I way off . We arrived at Volksfest, 
walked trough the Carnival/Midway section and entered our 
assigned beer hall. I was immediately assaulted by loud music, 
thousands of people, and electricity in the air like nothing 
else I’d ever experienced. It was a great way to end the trip, 
although the risk of having to complete a 9-hour fl ight home 
with a hangover was very real for many of my Treff en mates. 
Once again, I’ll let the pictures tell the True Story. 
   So to wrap everything up, the Treff en provided many once-
in-a-lifetime memories. I can’t call it a once-in-a-lifetime trip 
because we’ve already decided, along with many of our new 
friends, to take a second Treff en. This time we are going to 
design our own itinerary and Peter will add his special skills by 
selecting the hotels and restaurants. We’re looking at venues 
like the Nurburgring, Vienna and St. Tropez. We may even cross 
over to Italy for a day or two. I hope you enjoyed the “Cliff  
Notes” version of our trip. There were many other memorable 
“True Stories” I had to leave out so I could protect the innocent 
from guilt by association. I also want everyone to know that 
I’m in no way affi  liated with Fastlane Travel. The article is in no 
way intended to be a sales pitch. But on the fl ip side, Peter and 
Thomas do such a wonderful job organizing and executing 
the Treff en Tours, that I just had to give them credit where due. 
Peter is fanatical about customer satisfaction and it shows. 
   I hope you all enjoyed the article and the accompanying 
pictures. I also hope to see a full house Ramble again this year. 
Maybe can create our own True Stories.
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From the Crow’s Nest.

As the track season winds down in late October and the snow 
moves in, many of us get the itch for some live motorsport 
action. There are only so many hours of F1 reruns and Porsche 
Cup races one can watch on SPEED. One of the premier mid-
winter viewing options for the road course junky is the Rolex 
24. 
   Many of us have heard of the Rolex 24, many have watched 
segments the 24-hour race on TV and many have even at-
tended at least one Rolex 24 race. But, never have so many PCA 
NER Rolex Rookies converged on Daytona Motor Speedway 
at once. The Rolex Rookies included the Dynamic Duo of NER 
Board Members Amy Adler and Adrianne Ross, as well as Mike 
and Ann Kerouac and Dave and Sara Kuchrawy. Aside from 
our NER roots, we also shared a common thread through our 
relationship with Bruce Ledoux and Guardian Angel Motors-
ports. Bruce’s team raises money for a variety of charities and 
the blending of fundraising with motorsport is a cool combo. 
So, Ann, Dave, Sara and I had made plans in early December 
to attend the 2011 Rolex as part of Bruce’s sponsorship team. 
The opportunity to stand in the Hot Pits and experience the 
race up close and personal was too good to pass up. . After a 
couple of quick e-mails, Amy and Adrianne joined in the plans 
early in January. Mr. Fun was knocking and they both just had 
to answer the door. 
   Airline tickets and hotel rooms were booked, a variety of 
clothing to combat the variable weather was packed and the 
six of us were ready to descend on Daytona. I wanted to nick-
name us the Deadly ½ Dozen, but a quick look at the collective 
group threw that name out the window. We were more like 
the ’We don’t have a clue, please help’ ½ Dozen. The logistics 
of getting your team credentials and just getting in and out of 
the track for the fi rst timer is daunting. To make things even 
more interesting, our schedules dictated diff erent arrival days 
and times. Ann and I made a fi ve-day weekend out of the 
event, Dave and Sara arrived Friday morning and Amy and 
Adrianne arrived Friday afternoon. 
   After an adventure getting out of Boston during one of our 
weekly snowstorms, Ann an I arrived at the credentials offi  ce in 
Daytona early Thursday morning. You get your choice of three 
doors to enter. That’s almost a guarantee that your fi rst choice 
will be the wrong door. Then once inside the correct door, you 
get your choice of three lines to stand in. You guessed it, Déjà 
vu. . After a rather quick 30 minutes, Ann had her Hot Pit pass, 
I had my Team PR hard card and we made our way into the 
track. . The fi rst thing you notice as you drive down Speedway 
Blvd., past Turn 1, and work your way down to the track en-
trance at Turn 4 is just how big the facility is. It seems to go on 
forever. Eventually, we made our way inside, parked in the vast 
infi eld and completed a mile or so walk to the pits. Another 
lengthy search led us to Bruce’s pit stall. He had two. One for 
the Continental Challenge race that he would co-drive in a 
Mazda, and another for the Banner Racing Camaro that Bruce 

would co-drive (or quad-drive) with three other pros, including 
Corvette Racing’s Oliver Gavin. We spent Thursday moving from 
one pit stall to the other as Bruce moved from one practice 
session to the other. It was exhausting to us, so you can imagine 

Copy By: Mike Kerouac, Photos by Adrianne Ross, unless noted

2011 Rolex 24 - A Review from a Bunch of  Rolex Rookies

The offi  cial clock, race morning.

Tunnel No. 4. 
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the toll it takes on the drivers. That evening we met up with 
Jerry Coholon, David Grant and their wives. More PCA NER 
members, but not Rolex Rookies. We had a great night swap-
ping DE stories and we retired relatively early so we could 
be rested for another long day at the track. By late afternoon 
on Friday, everyone had arrived safe and sound in Daytona. 
That evening, Dave, Sara, Amy and Adrianne attended the 
race team dinner while Ann and I met some friends from our 
Porsche Treff en trip. We would all eventually be together in 
the pits on Saturday morning. Keep in mind that the race 
itself doesn’t start until 3:30 pm.
   The weekend is so full of activity that I could spend pages 
just writing about the highlights. The race is comprised of 
drivers from F1, IndyCar, ALMS, NASCAR and many other pro 
series. Driver names included Hurley Haywood, Patrick Long, 
Jimmie Johnson, Juan Pablo Montoya, Scott Pruett, Andy 
Lally, and Patrick Dempsey from Grey’s Anatomy. Standing 
in Bruce’s pit stall, we had Jimmie Johnson on one side and 
Juan Pablo Montoya on the other. We’re also talking about 24 
hours of grueling action on the track, equally grueling work 
in the pits, a vintage car display, a Midway including a giant 
Ferris wheel, multiple shopping opportunities and multiple 
charity events. It’s almost overwhelming. So, to save some 
space I thought it would be fun just to document a conversa-
tion between the Rolex Rookies that would represent our 
experience attending the Rolex 24. Here’s a sampling of the 
conversation. 
      1)  Have you ever attended Rolex 24 before the 2011 race?   
If no, was this your fi rst pro series race? 
   Ann:  I have never attended Rolex. I have been to see ALMS 
races at Lime Rock in the past.
   Amy: This was my virgin event  (authors note:  I feel com-
pelled to type something witty here, but I’ve got nothing fi t 
to print)
   Mike: First Rolex, but I’ve been to a couple of ALMS races at 
Lime Rock and a couple of NASCAR races in North Carolina.
   Adrianne: This was my fi rst Grand-Am professional race. 
And what a way to break in! 
   Dave and Sara: Our fi rst pro race. But unlike Amy, we’re not 
Virgins. 
      2) What made you decide to attend this year’s Rolex?
   Ann:  We were originally going down to Rolex to meet up 
with friends we met on our Porsche Treff en trip last Septem-
ber. Then, our friend Bruce entered as a driver and the trip 
became that much more exciting.
   Amy:  I knew some of the drivers so I felt connected. Plus I 
had friends also going to spectate.
   Mike:  See Ann’s answer above. 
   Adrianne:Amy made me! No, no, no, I made Amy do it. Ac-
tually it was a bunch of conversations with people, Will Turner, 
and some people I know who have worked and driven the 
race before said it was a life changer...and they were right:)

   Dave and Sara: Our connection with the Porsche Treff en crew 
from our 2010 vacation and our sponsorship of Bruce Ledoux 
and Guardian Angel Motorsports. 
      3) When did you arrive? What was your fi rst impression?
   Ann:  We managed to fl y out of Massachusetts right in between 
snowstorms to arrive in Daytona Wednesday afternoon. But 
that whole fi asco is another story... I thought it was pretty cool 
to enter the racetrack by going thru the tunnel underneath the 
course. We parked in the infi eld and then walked and walked to 
fi nd the FanZone and then the Pits. 
      Amy:  Arrived Friday too late to watch the continental races 
unfortunately. Overwhelmed is the best way to describe it. Larg-
er than I had imagined and louder — race hadn’t even begun!
   Mike:  See Ann’s answer
   Adrianne:  Amy and I came in on Friday afternoon, and 
we drove up from Orlando. When we saw the track we both 
squealed like delighted children… and it just got better from 
there! Then we went to get our credentials which was it’s own 
delightful adventure; we bonded with people, talked and 
laughed and joked. It set the tone for the whole weekend. You 
could not wipe the smile off  out faces!
   Dave and Sara:  Friday morning. The credentialing process was 
a bit confusing and parking was a pain. But once we got to the 
Pits, the energy was incredible. 
      4)  How did you like being in the Hot Pit? Did it give you a 
unique perspective on the race?  
   Ann:  I thought it was very cool to have access to the Hot Pits! 
It was exciting to be right in the middle of all the action that I’d 
previously only seen on TV. It does give a whole new perspective 
- the tension in the pit when the car is expected in. Everyone has 
their job to do and readies for the arrival of the car. Once it pulls 
in, everyone jumps into action.
   It was also very weird/surreal actually knowing one of the driv-
ers! Here’s a normal (kind of ) guy who has a normal job and then 
he’s in a fi re suit and getting into a racecar that’s running in a 
huge event...
   Mike:  The Hot Pits were awesome. Very diff erent perspective 
on the race. There is very little room in the pits. We had to contin-

Turner’s brake before turn 1. Photo by Mike Kerouac.



uously move around to stay out of the Pit Crews way. But if you 
ever want to see the real race action, this is where it happens. 
   Adrianne:  The Hot pits were amazing! But the noise is worse 
then they say! And they tell you it’s LOUD! Ear plugs help, but 
you can feel it shake your soul. You can’t think around the noise 
for the fi rst hour, and god help you if there’s a yellow and all the 
DPs get in their little row, and the pace car takes off , and they 
all go hammer down!! ...it’s louder then you can imagine! Like 
standing in front of 10 jet engines. The unique perspective is 
that you can feel the spirit of the team in the pits. The atmo-
sphere of competition breathes on you inescapably. No matter 
whom you are with, you can’t help but catch on. You want ev-
erything to go right. From fuel and tires, to that driver change. 
You’re screaming at them to go, go, go!! — and when the car 
broke down or crashed, you became part of that catastrophic 
chaos, and had the same fever to get it fi xed now. It’s almost 
crushing. But then you watch the crew miraculously make it 
better, and when your car gets back out on that track... there’s 
a palpable sense of triumph... as if there’s nothing in the world 
that can beat you! 
   Dave and Sara:  Hot Pits were great. You get to see the action 
up close. You also get to see all of the driver and team inter-
actions during driver changes. Just 40 minutes in the cars in 
65-degree weather, left the drivers drenched with sweat and 
exhausted. 

      5) How about the overall experience? The Midway, Hospital-
ity Tents, Taste of 24 and even Daytona itself, any comments 
about Rolex 24 as a fun weekend vs. just a race? 
   Ann:  We really made out at the vendors’ tents — I actually 
found a few things that I wanted to buy. :) I was not overly 
impressed with the Hospitality tent, nor the ‘taste of 24’ — both 
were a waste of money for me personally. I didn’t really see 
much of Daytona — just the road between our hotel (which 
was very nice) and the track. If I had been down there just to 
watch the Rolex 24 as a regular spectator, I wouldn’t need to go 
back. However, because we were there with friends and were 
able to be down in the Pit I certainly would do it again next 
year.
   Mike:  I like the overall experience. There are only so many 
hours you can spend watching the cars on track. Having distrac-
tions like the Taste of 24 worked out great. The food at Taste of 
24 is only so-so, but the view of the race from the suites above 
the Superstretch was phenomenal. It’s also very easy to work 
your way in and out of the track. There are only a handful of 
times all weekend when traffi  c is bad. 
   Adrianne:  The entire experience was just fantastic. From bits 
of adversity (overcome) to the real triumphs of meeting your 
heroes and being in a place where everyone feels this tremen-
dous sense of community. Every person there is there for one 
thing! And we’ve all been up all night, and struggled through 

N O R E A S T E Rpage 36

In the pits, after the crash. No fender, and almost a whole door.  Photo by Adrianne Ross.



the fog, and cold, and yellows, and we’re all there, still fi ght-
ing... in a competition, but somehow… all together. It’s like... 
everyone at Daytona against the world, defying the odds.
   Dave and Sara:  Great overall experience. Lot’s of diff erent 
things to do. Fireworks on Saturday night, walking through 
the garages, Taste of 24. All helped soak up some time. 
      6) Were you surprised at the number of cars that rep-
resented charities? How do you feel about the ability of 
mortorsports to raise awareness of charities and as a vehicle 
to attract donations? 
   Ann:  I think it’s great that the race supported so many 
charities. It’s important to raise awareness, as well as money, 
for these very important causes. I am happy that we were a 
part of it. 
   Amy:  Actually I was. I hadn’t thought about it beforehand 
but it seemed like an inordinate amount of cars were dedicat-
ed to a charity of some sort — seemed like all of them when 
I think about it. Fabulous way to increase awareness — and 
fun too!
   Mike:  The charity connection was cool. I was surprised by 
the number of cars with a charity tie-in. I liked the 65 Roses 
car the best. A 4-year-old Cystic Fibrosis patient pronounced 
the disease as “65 Roses.” Hence the name of the charity.
   Adrianne:  I was surprised, because most of those inde-
pendents don’t get a lot of coverage, and they should. I’d say 
it’s a pretty limited audience, but at least it’s one with some 
expendable cash. :) 
   Dave and Sara:  Linking the charities to the motorsports 
teams is a great idea. We’re highly supportive of the concept. 
It was a personal pleasure to sponsor Bruce and Guardian 
Angel Motorsports.
      7)  Did you get to meet any celebrities? 
   Ann:  I was happy to meet Oliver Gavin. I have rooted for 
him at ALMS races as part of the Corvette Racing Team. It was 
pretty amazing to just hang out with him in the drivers’ trailer. 
He’s a good guy.
   Amy:  Didn’t meet anyone but I got to watch Adrianne 
touch Patrick Dempsey. She patted him on his back and he 
did, yes he did, he turned to smile at her.
   Mike:  Hurley Haywood was my big one. 
   Adrianne:  I did!!! I met Lally, and Pumpelly, and Dempsey, 
Papas, Keating, and some others. It was SOOOOOOOO Cool
      8) Would you go again next year? 
   Ann:  You bet!
   Amy: Unequivocally, yes!
   Mike:  It’s already on the calendar.
   Adrianne:  Uhhh, I’ve booked my fl ights, and hotel!! 
   Dave and Sara:  Yes we would. We’re even thinking about 
the ALMS 12 hours at Sebring in March.
      9) What would you do diff erent based on your 2011 expe-
rience?
   Ann:  I wouldn’t bother with the hospitality tent and the 

taste of 24
   Amy:  Rent a golf cart - no matter what it costs - I had blisters 
on top of my blisters
   Mike:  Pre plan a bit better. Parking can be a pain. Bring a step 
stool so I can get better photos.
   Adrianne: I’d go on Thursday, and get a golf cart or scooter. I’d 
plan some breaks...the noise can get to even people like me who 
kinda live for the sound of a racecar engine.
   Dave and Sara:  Stay at a hotel closer to the track.
      10) Finally, what is your big takeaway? What left a lasting 
impression?  
   Amy:  The track was the largest I had ever been to so far in my 
spectating career. Hard to imagine from the TV until you are 
there. Defi nitely would rent a golf cart no matter the cost. And 
I also was not prepared for the noise. Was told about it but it 
eclipsed any rock concert in my youth. The earplugs were a mere 
Band-Aid. So noise and size made me feel like a little kid...not 
such a bad feeling! Actually when can I go back????
   Mike:  The amount of work that goes into this eff ort is stag-
gering. By Sunday morning, the drivers are spent, the crews are 
spent and good portions of the cars are in the garage under a 
cover. It’s an incredible test of man and machine. 
   Adrianne:  My big takeaway was the friends I met (I had 32 
FaceBook friend requests on Monday morning) and the connec-
tions I made, and some decisions about my life in Motorsports. 
It actually WAS a life changer for me. The lasting impression was 
what a close knit, tight community, and how REALLY friendly it 
was. Everyone said hi to you, wanted to chat, listened to your 
stories, and told you theirs. It was better then I had ever hoped it 
would be, and that just doesn’t happen very often!
   Dave and Sara:  The big takeaway was the amount of obliga-
tions imposed on the drivers. Autograph sessions, sponsor meet 
and greets, chasing down passes for friends, team meetings and 
trying to squeeze in practice. They don’t have time to concen-
trate on racing.
      So there you have it, the ramblings of a bunch of Rolex 
Rookies. I think overall the experience was very positive for all 
and even life changing for some. In the end the most interest-
ing thing about the event is that winning is only supremely 
important to the actual winners. (After all the Rolex watches for 
the winners has to be the coolest trophy in sports.) But at some 
point in the race, for most of the fi eld, winning is equal to sur-
vival. As the sun rises on Sunday morning, you can stroll through 
the garage area and see that the number of cars under covers 
has multiplied signifi cantly since midnight on Saturday. For the 
cars still on the track, that statistically don’t have a chance to win 
the race, survival, crossing the fi nish line at the checkered fl ag 
becomes winning in itself.
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Copy by Adrianne Ross

NER’s Bruce Ledoux Runs the Daytona 24 Hours

Bruce Leduox is one of our own NER PCA members, and 
in early February of 2011, he drove the 07 Camaro for 
Banner Racing in the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona. A bunch 

of us went down with him, and we’ve related our own stories 
about that…Here then is Bruce’s story. 
   Bruce began club racing in 2002. In 2005 he fi nished 2nd 
in SCCA North Atlantic Road Racing Championship in Spec 
Miata. For 2008-2009, he competed in multiple Porsche Club 
of America races. In 2009, he fi nished 18th in his debut Rolex 
Sports Car Series GT race - Rolex 24 At Daytona - with Guardian 
Angel Motorsports and prep work from TRG.   
   In 1998 Bruce wanted to build a Beck Spyder.  His wife Linda 
encouraged him to do so at the time.  Pretty soon, he had one, 
and pretty soon after that, it was out on an autocross track.  His 
Dad was auto crossing his own 89 Corvette. And within a very 
short time, he came to Bruce with a trophy held aloft. “Bruce, 
you have GOT to try this!”  And that’s how it all started for him. 
   But the Beck it turned out, was not perhaps the best AX 
choice. “For every hour going forward it needed 2 hours in the 
garage. “ Bruce laughs.  So he turned to another type of motor 
sport, Spec Miata racing. He bought one in 2001, and began 
racing it in 2002. “Racing cars is like chess at 100 Mph.” He was 
addicted to the game instantly. It matched well with how his 
mind worked, how he thought.  “Racing is like my work at Mor-
gan Stanley, you need to go as fast as you can to get where you 
want to go, without crashing. “ It takes planning, patience and 
diligence. 
   In 2005 he decided to make a run for the championship. He 
went through 3 cars in 9 races, but was runner up in 2005 out of 
221 cars.  A very good showing. 
   Eventually Bruce decided to step up once more and into a 
Porsche Cup car. He split it with his good friend Dave, and they 

took delivery at Carolina Motorsports Park.  Thinking ahead, 
and always armed with a plan, the pair decided that the best 
way to get the most out of their investment was to hire Spen-
cer Pumpelly to show them what they had, and how to use it. 
   On a freezing Carolina morning, the car was eventually de-
livered to them. Dave took the fi rst spin around with Spencer.  
He’d had experience, but not in a Cup car.  After 3 laps, Dave 
came out,  his eyes like saucers. “This is no Miata.”  He quiped to 
Bruce. 
   Bruce got in, thinking “this is no problem!”  It’s loud, and the 
gear box is thumpy in the open car, and it adds to the cacoph-
ony.  Spencer burns out of pit out, and, as Bruce recalls “we 
were going so fast that as we rocketed by the guy at pit out, I 
would swear we left him spinning. “

The 07 Camaro. Photo by Mike Kerouac..

Bruce and Linda Ledoux. Photo by Adrianne Ross.

In the pits. By Adrianne Ross.
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Bruce gets ready to drive. Photo by Mike Kerouac.

   “There’s a sharp turn at the end of pit out, and then the 
track narrows to a chute as you cross the bridge. The turn 
after that is so sharp; you can’t see where it goes. Spencer is 
FLYING at it! As we get to the end of the bridge, three things 
went through my brain; 1) we’re not going to make this turn.  
2) I’m never going to be able to drive this car. And 3) this is 
the biggest fi nancial mistake I’ve ever made in my life!”
   But he lived, and he learned, and it was not a mistake after 
all. 
   Bruce has run the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona for 3 years 
now, and he has some amazing, and hilarious stories, al-
though he still looks pained at times when he re tells the bet-
ter ones. He’s got such a good nature about them all that it’s 
hard not to fi nd each one heartwarming, and funny. I really 
wish I had more space to relate them. But there’s a very very 
important aspect to why Bruce is out on the track, and that 
seems like the more important story to me. 
   The Ledoux’s have 3 kids, Emily, Colin and Ryan. Their mid-
dle son Colin has been diagnosed with unbalanced transloca-
tion, a chromosomal disorder that aff ects his learning, as well 
as many other aspects of his life. It’s awe inspiring to see how 
far they have come, how hard they have worked, to get Colin, 
now seven, to thrive.  He reads, and is funny, and engaged, 
and very, very sweet. . 
   Colin also has a severe peanut allergy. When Bruce and 
Linda went to Colin’s fi rst school to check it out, they learned 
there was one area that was non-peanuty, but that the epi-
pen for his son was over 2 minutes away, in the nurse’s offi  ce.  
The school explained they didn’t want the liability of the 
lunch workers using the epi-pens. 
   As Bruce walked out of the school he thought to himself…
”Man! My kid needs a Guardian Angel just to go to lunch. “ – 
and that’s how it all started for him. 
   Colin was one of the reasons Bruce started Guardian Angel 
Motorsports (GAM). He felt so powerless about the situation 
that he helped to create GAM with Dave Quinlan and Tom 
Sheehan to raise awareness for Colin and other kids that 
need a helping hand— no matter what their disabilities, dis-
eases or challenges. These situations are incredibly diffi  cult 
for a child and his or her family to face alone. The child and 
the family need help, even if it’s just awareness and a little 
understanding. 
   The amazing thing about the Ledoux’s is that their focus on 
children in need extends far beyond their own doorstep.They 
have taken on other children’s needs as charitable advocates, 
and as a foundation. They really are helping other families 
deal with their struggles too, being the guardian angels for 
others. 

“Bruce, could you hold my coat while I fi x your car?” Photo by Linda Ledoux
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old tub would give away almost 3.5 seconds before the fi rst 
cone. If you compare the new 911 to a base Boxster my math 
says the latter is losing 0.7 seconds at the start. While I invite the 
technically inclined to challenge my math, my tentative take-
away is this:  1) leave the 356 in the garage on autocross day 
and 2) work a little harder at the start of runs. 

The Long and Winding Road- continued from page 10

regions allow a one-time exemption from this requirement 
for the fi rst event a driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region's requirements.
   In summary:

   Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to enter
   Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver Education
   Go to their registration site and register for events 
   Pay online or forward a check to the host region
   Have a fi re extinguisher installed in your car (if that is required 
by the host region)
   Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds SA2005 or 
M2005 (or K2005)  
      Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks before 
the event
   Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home region’s web 
site
   Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you will 
need it at the event
   Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring that 
appear on our web site
   Come to the track and have fun.

Drivers Education - continued from page 27

Flat Sixer- continued from page 7

14 to 15 hour days left in me. For now, I am managing to keep 
my sanity by working out during the week and eating healthy. 
These two things alone help give me the energy to make it 
through the weeks.
   Now for the standard line: Well that’s all for this month. I hope 
to see many of you at some of our upcoming events! If you see 
me, please introduce yourself and say hello, I will be trying to 
do the same. Until then, stay safe! 
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Calander- continued from page 14

October

8 NER Autox @ Fort 
Devens

10-11 NCR DE @ NHMS
12 Board Meeting

November

9 Board Meeting

December

3 Annual Dinner
7 Board Meeting

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y

room and one moment full of hope for our ailing relative, next 
moment the monitor line goes straight - or red line in this case.  
When I fi nd myself in this situation I feel the warring emotions 
of remaining in shock, still in place, with a need to commiser-
ate, thus bringing myself down more OR get out of there. Just 
bolt. Bolting won out.  There was ample time later to do a post 
mortem. Next item on the agenda was to strap on the feedbag 
so we found the hospitality tent. That is where I witnessed more 
history.  As it happened Patrick Dempsey was also hungry. 
He walked into the tent and Adrianne snapped out of her car 
death stupor. She jumped up and said she was going to talk to 
him.  I couldn’t hear what she said but she touched him. I saw 
her do it.  She patted him on the back and then turned around 
to give me a wide ear to ear grin. Then my phone started buzz-
ing again. My good bud pro racer Aaron Povoledo asked where 
I was.  Eating again. Where else?  He was spotting for TRG up on 
the crows nest which is at the very top of the bleachers - open 
only to press, VIPs and spotters. He said he was coming over to 
pick us up so we could watch the race from on high in the nest.  
After a nerve wracking ride on the back of his golf cart (major 
note to self  - rent one next year no matter the cost since there 
is a lot of terrain to cover) we arrived at the security gate for 
the nest.  He casually mentioned that we weren’t really allowed 
up there so we should just say we were press and keep walk-
ing. Whatever we do just keep walking. Security did, of course, 
stop us and tell us we didn’t have the correct credentials, but 
we ignored them and kept walking.  They yelled after us when 
we hopped on the elevator that we wouldn’t be able to get 
past the guards at the top. When we got off  the elevator at the 
top we just told them hey the guards downstairs said it was 

okay…and we kept on walking.  What a view!  Now that is the 
way I like to watch a race!  We stayed until  the end of the race 
and then cleared out before the masses also decided to leave.  
All in all, it was a thrilling experience and I am happy to report 
that Adrianne still is in possession of both of her kidneys. Good 
show!
   On a minor housekeeping note, I became our region’s new 
membership chairwoman/lady/princess and I have noticed 
that the records from national are missing many many email 
addresses under member information.  We regularly do email 
blasts to our members in order to keep them informed of 
upcoming events. If you aren’t receiving any of these, please do 
zip me your email address and I will be delighted to add it for 
you. I can be reached at amy.c.adler@comcast.net. 
   

Amy on the roof of the Crow’s Nest.

07 Camaro .

Tourqued Up - continued from page 12
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Four Speeds- continued from page 6

the following day. There was also a blue ’64 SC Cab that looked 
to be well done and even our experts (Vic and Rob) with their 
heads inside the front compartment couldn’t fi nd any major 
fl aws. There was a ’63 904 that was fully restored with a great 
racing history that brought over $1 million dollars, way outside 
our league.
   The only 356 on the list at the RM Auction was listed as a 1959 
356B Convertible D, not a good start as all 1959 cars were 356As 
not Bs. We went over to take a look to see what it really was. It 
was a ’59 and it was a Conv. D but it had disc brakes (not avail-
able until ’64) and a 912 engine. It was a decent, solid driver 
but sort of cobbled together. I guess if you kept your speed up 
nobody would know except the new owner.
   That left the Russo and Steel auction and the 800 lb. gorilla, 
Barrett Jackson, still on the list. Russo and Steel had only a red 
’65 SC coupe, a very nice example but at $77k it was 50%more 
than what they have been going for outside a big tent. You gotta 
love auctions. 
   We left the biggest for last, besides; Barrett Jackson has the 
best vendor areas, something for every rich guy. With mostly 
American iron the row after row of Mustangs and Corvettes 
can hide some really interesting stuff . We came across a fully 
restored 1935 DeSoto Airfl ow that seemed decades ahead of it 
time. I knew that Chrysler made an Airfl ow but had never seen 
any up close and didn’t know that DeSoto was there also. This 
car was a 6-cylinder, 3-speed with overdrive that was construct-
ed with a unibody that had 50/50 weight distribution. Amazing. 
On the import side there was a Volvo 544 with a Ford V8 up front 
and enough fender fl are to practically double the width of the 
car. With fl ames, of course.
   A Sat night birthday party for our friend Vic Skirmants at Rob’s 
place brought out some Arizona Outlaws, that’s the local 356 
chapter, and we had an impromptu car show at the end of the 
cul de sac. We had more 356s in the driveway than at all the auc-
tions that we had been to. Maybe that’s a good thing.
   Leaving Phoenix at 71 degrees was tough but not as bad as ar-

Photo by Tom Tate.

riving in Boston where it was 4 degrees below zero. As I waited 
with Jeff  outside for the bus with no gloves, no hat, no scarf 
and a lightweight coat we asked ourselves again why we live 
here. Oh, yea, it’s for the four seasons. Well, if that’s true then 
I’m ready for the next one. KTF
   

Photo by Tom Tate.

Photo by Tom Tate.
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for the survey to solicit information about activities/meetings 
that members would fi nd attractive.  
    The Board discussed ideas for future meetings with Fedele 
Cacia, VP of Administration.  He will be working to arrange 
(if possible) an Auction of Porsche “stuff ”, a possible cooking 
school at a venue tbd, a visit to the planetarium or IMAX theater 
at the Museum of Science,  and a repeat of the very popular 
Polo match and picnic lunch at the Myopia Polo Club.  
   Steve reported that Karen Cohen may be able to arrange for 
the Annual Dinner to be held at the Weston Country Club, but 
that would require the date to be changed to December 10th 
rather than December 3rd.  A decision will be made shortly. 
   Chris Mongeon provided the Treasurer’s Report, noting that 
there has not been much activity through the fi rst month of the 
year and thus the club’s fi nancial condition is unchanged.  The 
report was approved by the Board.

Minutes- continued from page 8

   Amy Ambrose gave the Membership Report:   1,369 primary 
members, 959 affi  liate members, yielding a total membership 
of 2,328.  There were 17 new members, 11 transfers out and 0 
transfers in.
   Adrianne Ross reminded Board members of their Nor’easter 
assignments; as usual material for the Nor’easter is due by the 
15th of the month. 
   New Business – Steve expects to receive the application form 
and detailed criteria for PCA National’s Public Service Award 
and will provide that material to Bruce and Robert Cohen who 
will prepare an application on behalf of NER for our work to 
support Angel Flight NE.
   The next meeting of the Board will be held on March 10th at 
the Hauben residence.
   There being no further business the meeting adjourned 9:24 
pm.
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SJim D. Ayraud
Franklin, MA
2011 Boxster Spyder 
Black

Sean M. Babbitt
Newport, RI
2001 911 Gray

Mark S. Collett
Waltham, MA
1986 911 Turbo Blue

Gary M. Cove
Wilbrham, MA
1957 356 Blue

Ronald F. Dills
Woburn, MA
1989 930 Red

Christos Efstathiou
Worcester, MA
2002 Carrera

Jon Eric Flem
Norfolk, MA
1952 356 Green

Dimitri 
Georgakopoulos
Weston, MA
2006 911S Blue

John J. Lee
Cambridge, MA
2006 Carrera 4 Gray

Charles J. McCarthy
East Greenwich, RI
1966 912 Red

Sarper Ozlenir
Cambridge, MA
2006 Carrera 4S 

Philip D. Perkins
Reading, MA
2006 Cayman S Red

New Members

Adam A. Rowe
Boston, MA
2010 Cayman S Black

Paul J. Stevens
Norwell, MA
1985 944 Red

Pamela J. Taylor-Paris
Upton, MA
2006 911 Black

Richard C. Willette
Warwick, RI
2008 Cayman S Gray

On the Edge- continued from page 4
   Off  to the garage, let’s get it fi xed!
   Here’s another interesting thing about Daytona. You can buy 
a ticket that allows you a moderate amount of access to the 
paddock and garages. This means that when a car crashes, and 
comes in for repair, there are roughly 200 people suddenly 
standing around in your garage, watching the techs work on 
it. I don’t mean from a respectable distance, I mean crew were 
tripping over people to get things done.  
   There was chatter, and speculation, and the sponsors looked 
quite worried. We were missing a door, that was not dread-
fully problematic, but it wasn’t terribly healthy for the driver 
(exhaust streams into the car), and we were missing a quarter 
panel. That one is cosmetic really, as long as the suspension is 
okay. 
   Decision time, we run without a door. But… we need the 
rearview mirror! Okay, so check that. We hammer the very 
crumpled door into some semblance of a regular door, and we 
run it. Check. 
   Out we go, it’s about 9:30, and we’ve gone from 11th to 22nd. 
But the night is very, very young, and absolutely anything can 
happen. 
   There’s a sense of triumph in the pit now, and with it comes 
a sense of team like I’ve never experienced. We’ve overcome 
a huge (to us) disaster, and are still out there battling around 
that track with renewed vigor. Maybe we’ll even win! There are 
sparks of the dream in each team member’s eye. How amazing 

would it be to have our bashed, bruised and battered car in 
victory lane?
   Maybe it doesn’t matter if we win. We have won some battles 
already. Our drivers are posting amazing times, for some their 
best times ever at Daytona. The crew is past the wan smiles of 
“it’s going to be a long race.” Now our smiles are huge as the 
Orange 07 Camaro whips by us again down the front straight. It 
looks like hell, but it’s fi ghting so hard. 
   We move up to 20th. 
   The rest of the night went the same way. A BMW’s roof and 
hood came off  in front of us, and sliced right into our radiator. 
Fixed. At 3:20AM the drive train goes. Two hours in the garage, 
and we’re back out there. Now we’re in 17th! But at 8:30, after 
three hours under a yellow fl ag, the CV joint is smoking, and 
the axel has had enough. Conversations are had, conclusions 
are reached, and the shroud is pulled over the car. We’re out. 
There’s a palpable sense of disbelief that rockets through the 
team. The crowd in the garage almost simultaneously folds 
their hands in front of them, and hangs their heads out of 
respect. It’s pretty quiet — for about 5 seconds.  
   It wasn’t a storybook ending, but it was a fantastic ride. I 
wouldn’t exchange even one heartbeat of the whole experi-
ence. I learned a whole Encyclopedia Britannica volume’s worth 
about racing, and cars, and community, and team. 
   I met some of the most amazing people, and our little North-
east PCA pod of folks became friends. I watched Andy Lally 
cross the fi nish line (from the pits) to take his 3rd 24 Hour win, 
and I honestly couldn’t have been happier for him. Really… way 
to go Andy! 
   It was 36 hours, just like they said it would be. It was astound-
ing, invigorating, and amazing in the truest sense of the word; 
it was also hard, noisy, tiring, overwhelming, and my feet hated 
me for two weeks. But it really was the experience of a lifetime, 
and it did actually change my life, in more ways than I have 
time to account here.  
   I soooo cannot wait ‘til next year!!!
   

The front straight  in the quiet.
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R-1531 Carbon Fiber Brey-Krause Strut Tower Brace incorporate high strength precision rod ends for adjustability and perfect fi t. The design 
uses factory mounting points and transfers the load to the strut bearing mount.   Carbon fi ber strut braces provide incredible strength to weight 
properties without compromising performance.  For all 993 model Porsche.  List Price $300.00 New.  Take it for $200.00,  Contact Moe Auger, 
993moe@gmail.com or 401-651-3838 Before 8PM.
Bilstein PSS9 Coil-Over Suspension Kit.  PSS9 Coil-Over System adds a matched performance spring and threaded ride height adjuster to 
provide a complete suspension system for a vehicle.  The fully adjustable monotube gas shock absorbers off er nine precise compression and 
rebound settings, from comfort to competition. The front and rear progressive rate springs allow for the accurate adjustment of a vehicle’s ride 
height, stance, cornering balance and ride quality to maximize performance.  For all 993 model Porsche.  List $2,700.  These are 3 years old & 
have less than 10,000 miles.  Asking $1,500.00.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.com or 401-651-3838 Before 8PM.
Porsche 993 911 Varioram 3.6 PowerChip Upgrade.  This is a complete ECU for a 993 Varioram 3.6 that has been updated by Powerchip.  Increase 
horsepower from 282 to over 300 and torque from 250 to 267lb.-ft.  You get the PowerChip and the ECU as a package.  Remove your stock ECU, 
replace it with this Updated PowerChip ECU and enjoy more power and torque.  Price for just the PowerChip  $1,400. I’m asking $1,500 for the 
PowerChip and the ECU.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.com or 401-651-3838 Before 8PM.
Porsche 993 H&R Sway Bars Front and Rear.  H&R Sway Bars are crafted from Special (hf ) 50CrV4 steel alloy-the highest tensile strength 
available.  Each sway bar is cold-formed and heat-treated, with forged seamless bar ends.  Original list price $649.00.  Enhance your 993’s lateral 
stability and cornering grip, while reducing body roll, all for $400.00.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.com or 401-651-3838 Before 8PM.
TechArt Formula 19’’ wheels with Bridgestone REO50A tires to fi t Boxter & Cayman. Set of 4 was $3,650 new. Price: $1,800.  Like new cond., no 
damage, about 8,000 miles. For picture of this style visit http://www.wheelenhancement.com/index.php?t=WheelDetail&id=134. Call Bill, 617-
254-4238, or email wmwooding@aol.com.
Carrera Sport 19” replica wheels, black spokes with polished alum. rim (set of 4) (Italian made copies of original Porsche style) with Bridges-
tone REO50A tires to fi t Boxter and Cayman. Price paid for this set was $2,600 new. Price: $1,300. No damage, nice condition, about 12k miles. 
For picture of this style go to: http://www.wheelenhancement.com/index.php?t=WheelDetail&id=166. . Call Bill: 617-254-4238 / email wmwood-
ing@aol.com
2002 996 Twin Turbo Chrome tailpipe Trim #996 111 981-01 new, removed when purchased left/right $400 pair call 781-383 -6772 
1999 Carrera 2, Artic Silver / black...44,000 miles, 2 owner car. Immaculate condition in and out, mechanically perfect. Always garaged, never 
tracked. All service records available. Needs nothing. Asking $28,500. Call Mike for details: 781-254-8987, dolan996@gmail.com (3/11)
1979 930 Turbo.  Triple black with 82K miles.  I am the 4th owner and purchased it from a gentleman who owned it for 17 years prior.  It is in 
very excellent shape and is a true daily driver.  Total engine rebuild 1500 miles ago by a local Vermont Porsche guru, which includes new turbo, 
B & B SS exhaust with heat exchangers and muffl  er, new brakes all around, new Bilstien shocks, new refurbished transmission, new clutch, new 
tires, new battery, re-stitched and re-dyed steering wheel, interior is excellent, everything works great.  Asking 35K or best reasonable winter of-
fer.  Have all receipts and records for the past 20 years.  Please email me at mike@advancemusicvt.com for pictures or more information.
1999-2004 911/996 Parts for a C2, 4 Bilstein Shocks, 4 Champion Motorsport Springs, complete set of performance pads and brake rotors, B+M 
Short Shifter, Brey-Krause extinguisher mount. All parts are BRAND NEW never installed, $1500 takes all. Also have a complete set of 20” wheels 
with tires, very sharp looking, one rim has a small scuff , they have less than 1k miles on them. $750/BO. 
Contact Dennis Cataldo at autox968@aol.com, or call 617-908-0225, Lynnfi eld Ma.
1979 930 Turbo.  Triple black with 82K miles.  I am the 4th owner and purchased it from a gentleman 
who owned it for 17 years prior.  It is in very excellent shape and is a true daily driver.  Total engine 
rebuild 1500 miles ago by a local Vermont Porsche guru, which includes new turbo, B & B SS exhaust 
with heat exchangers and muffl  er, new brakes all around, new Bilstien shocks, new refurbished trans-
mission, new clutch, new tires, new battery, re-stitched and re-dyed steering wheel, interior is excel-
lent, everything works great.  Asking 35K or best reasonable winter off er.  Have all receipts and records 
for the past 20 years.  Please email me at mike@advancemusicvt.com for pictures or more information.
1969 Porsche 911 T. Coupe white/red very good condition. 5spd, fuchs wheels, newer paint, COA, 
garaged. $20,000 OBO. Jack Koes (508) 245-3504; email koes.jack@hal.sysco.com

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this publi-
cation or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves 
the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.

Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each month to 
appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials 
is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months unless the editor is 
formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit 
copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every detail of your Porsche - an inter-
ested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.
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President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Vice President - Administrative

Fedele Cacia
158 Walnut St. ,Natick MA 01760
AdministrativeVP@porschenet.com
Cell 508-816-3509
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
activities@porschenet.com 
Treasurer

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
Home: 508-439-2315 email: c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Secretary

Joyce Brinton
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: jb911@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Amy Ambrose
50 Pleasant Street, Hopkinton, MA 01748
Home:508-497-0154 email: amy.c.adler@comcast.net
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
P.O. Box 760727, Melrose, MA 02176
Cell: 781-249-5091, email: aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com
Past President Emeritus

John Bergen
Cell:  617-908-9671  email: bergenj@comcast.net

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
activities@porschenet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross

Jon Cowen
12 Copeland Rd, Framingham, MA 01701
email: JCowenNER@gmail.com
Chair -Driver Education

Bruce Hauben
5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Home: 978-952-8517 email: BMH993@PorscheNet.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Chris Outzen
Home: 978-443-0732  email: Chris@theoutzens.com
Dick Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898 email: DickAnderson114@gmail.com
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508- 651-1316 epe@epe.com
Novice Development - Driver Education

Moe Auger
Home: Moe@augernet.com email: NovDev@PorscheNet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ray Bahr
rbahr1900@yahoo.com
978.371.1294
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb; email: jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com
Home: 705-328-2647, Mobile: 514-235-0157

NER Board of Directors Around the Cones - continued from page 5

Upshifting- continued from page 11

replaced rather easily by prying open the two halves of the fob, but closing the 
fob is a bit tricky due to the thin rubber gasket that needs to be carefully put 
in it’s groove. Then again, the key does open the door in an emergency, so not 
having a remote is an inconvenience, not a disaster. Finally, remember that the 
remote deactivates after the car sits locked for three days or so; opening with 
the key reactivates it.
   During one of the recent snowstorms, the one where the snow was mixed 
with sleet and frozen rain to be exact, the side windows of the winter Honda 
were solidly covered with thick ice. My attempts to scrape with my super Lexan 
scraper (unbreakable over the last 10 years) were futile until I discovered that 
by scribing grooves in a block shape on the windows it freed up the ice enough 
so that it could be more easily moved and thus scraped off . Hopefully we will 
not need this trick this winter, but it’s nice to know.
   Finally we had our fi rst spontaneous dinner last night in Maynard at an Ori-
ental restaurant. The proprietors were very accommodating, lining up a pair of 
large tables so everyone could sit together and we drew 16 people, at least fi ve 
of which were fi rst timers to any club event.
   During dinner plenty of Porsche talk transpired, and we fi nally adjourned 
around 8:30 pm. In the works are visits to the North Shore next month and 
another one in the RI/Southeast Mass. area.

sign up but you’ll be automatically placed on a wait list until and if we see that 
there are enough instructors and time in the day’s schedule to let you in. It is a 
crapshoot, but you have nothing to lose, as you’ll be refunded your fees in full if 
we can’t get you in. And that’s an important thing for all drivers to keep in mind. 
You may sign up for an event but you’re not fully registered and guaranteed a 
place in the event until you’ve paid the registration fee. And if there is a wait list 
to get into an event — some tracks limit us to a certain number of cars on the 
track at any given time — you’re not even placed on that list until your fees are 
received.
   For you signed off , solo drivers, May 5th is a regular DE day as you’re accus-
tomed to, so sign up now, and don’t forget our fi rst weekend in my memory at 
NHMS June 4th–5th. What could be better than a Saturday-Sunday in early June 
only 90 minutes from home, maybe 540 minutes if you live in Ohio.
   That event is followed by Calabogie on July 6th–8th with that Sunday left 
open for our drive to Mont-Tremblant for our DE there July 10th–12th during 
the free Blues Festival in the village. Then we have our annual three-day week-
end at Watkins Glen Aug. 26th–28th, followed by the fi nal event of the season, 
Friday Sept. 16th at NHMS again. 
   The Blues Festival is a great event. Between noon and 10:00 at night there is 
live blues on four diff erent stages. After 10:00 many groups head into the bars 
late into the night, too late if you have to be at the track at 7:00 am the next 
morning. But there’s plenty of time before and after dinner — also during din-
ner — to enjoy the music and atmosphere. It’s a great place to bring the whole 
family, as there are loads of things to do from golf, kayaking, hiking to hanging 
out at the hotel’s pool.
   I expect to see all of you at the track at least once during the season, put it in 
your schedule right now. 
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