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On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

Amy wrote a great article outlining her next 
adventure in motorsports that is the 24 Hours 

of LeMons. There’s been a ton of press about it re-
cently, and even Car & Driver is in on the act now, 
not only entering a car, but also partnering with 
them to freely cover the more than 20 events that 
comprise the series.
   If you didn’t read Amy’s article, let me get you 
up to speed. LeMons is a 24-hour race (in the case 
of the New Hampshire race — Loudon annoy-
ing — two 12-hour endurance races), where the 
entrants have “purchased, fi xed up, and track-
prepped for a total of $500 or less.” “Count on 
plenty of noise, prizes, water fi ghts, and question-
ably civilized fun before, during, and after the 
track sessions, and winner’s purses paid out in 
nickels.”
   You get the idea, right? Slapstick, crazy, on the 
brink of chaotic racing for fun. Just fun. It’s my 
fi rst race, and I cannot wait! Our team so far is 
three good friends running for our charity, and 
one to three TBD drivers.

   My boss thinks I’m nuts. “You’re going to do 
what?” she asked.
   Now, she already tolerates (with a good amount 
of grace mind you), that I’m off  to Grand-Am 
races almost on whims, that I take time off  to 
drive on tracks, that I’m “working” at the track 
while I’m driving, and that my lifestyle in the last 
two years has changed dramatically. I bring up 
Jackie Stewart wisdom during production meet-
ings, Senna-isms in times of trouble, and seem-
ingly never run short of enthusiasm for this world 
I’ve dived into headfi rst.
   “You could come and watch,” I off er kindly.
   Mostly she just shakes her head at me.
   My Mom, like all moms, worries. “How is a $500 
car safe? Can’t you drive a Porsche? (I love you 
Mom.) “Who will be there with you?” as if I need a 
sitter. (This is actually a reoccurring theme in my 
life as feedback from those closest to me. Who 
will be with you? Is there another adult present? 
You know you aren’t allowed to have a fi re unless 
there’s a grown-up with you…)
   My daughter, speaking of the need for adult 

In This Issue...

This month we look at Porsche’s 2 newest 
beauties, inside, and out. 

   Amy visits Amelia Island, one of the country’s 
premire car shows, and tests drives well...
everything. 

   I talk endlessly about my next, and fi rst race, 
and Prescott Kelly gives a quiz. But at least he 
also gave a prize. 

   Driving season is heating up to match the 
weather! Have you signed up for DE? This year 
we’ll be having stuff  to do for the non-driving 
person in your life at the Glen. A wine tour, as 
well as visits to two museums in Corning will 
give your partner plenty to do during the day, 
so they can come to the Glen with you, and 
enjoy the beauty of the area. It’s only $75 per 
person for 2 days! More in next month’s issue. 

supervision, is pretty pumped. She likes hanging 
at the track with me (which I fi nd a little strange). 
When is it Mom? Are we staying the whole week-
end? Can Dad come?” she asks. “Sure,” I relent. 
And while having my ex-husband hanging out 
in the garage with me isn’t as big a deal as some 
might think (we’re very good friends), I think it 
will give her a sense of security, and me too, I 
think, to know someone is there looking after her.
   One of my favorite people in the world said 
to me just two days ago when the conversation 
inevitably turned to LeMons, “I’m worried about 
you kid.” He announced, “This isn’t a good idea. A 
$500 car? It’s not safe. What will you be driving?”
   “A BMX 325xi.” I replied confi dently.
   An eyebrow came up… “That’s a real car,” he 
conceded, looking over at the third party in the 
conversation. “That’ll be alright.”
My driving mentor has always been doubtful, 
quirking an eyebrow, and looking dubious when-
ever it comes up. But as usual, he’s right there, 
being supportive. “I need you,” I plead. “I quite 

literally can’t do this without you.”
“Okay” he fi nally consents. “I’ll do what I 
can.”
I, of course, have big dreams of a profes-
sional pit crew hovering around me. Ten 
people dedicated to my safety, my every 
perfect notion of how the car feels while 

gracefully pulling myself out of my ultra-profes-
sional racecar and announc-

“I’m worried about you kid.” He announced, 
“This isn’t a good idea. A $500 car? It’s not 
safe.”

continued on page 43
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opened March 1, but as I write it is early March. 
My roots in this club started in the DE program 
and as every spring approaches, I get giddy. 
Some folks get excited to see the fi rst robin, the 
street sweepers, or maybe their bulbs pop up. 
Not me. I want ClubRegistration.net to open up. 
As I preview the rosters for each event, I look for 
familiar names and old friends. While during the 
long New England winter we do have plenty of 
activities and social gatherings; I just can’t wait 
for a track event. If you have never been, I ask 
you, what can I do to get you to one? 
   We held our annual Ground School on Febru-
ary 26. At this meeting we give an inside look 
into Driver Education and explain what can be 
expected, how to prepare for it, and what you 
will gain from going. This was hosted by HMS 
Motorsports and conducted by our very own 
Steve Artick. One of the best parts about holding 
this meeting at HMS is that, as soon as we fi nish, 
you can try on and take home your fi rst helmet or 
whatever else you will need to be ready for your 

fi rst DE. Before the meeting began, I had 
the chance to speak to a number of mem-
bers that were there for the fi rst time. Many 
members of the Board of Directors were 
there, as well as Track Committee members 
and our Chief Instructor. As I have men-
tioned before, your fi rst DE can be a little 

overwhelming and there seems to be so much 
to remember. If you have to remember anything, 
remember to show up. Once you’re there, you 
will fi nd yourself in very good company. From the 
helpful volunteers at registration, to the beautiful 
smile from Ann in the tech line, and eventually 
the face behind the helmet that is your instructor, 
we are all glad you could make it. Who knows, 
you may be the lucky one that has me as your in-
structor. If that’s not incentive enough or you still 
have some lingering doubts, e-mail me and I will 
answer any questions and let you know about 
other opportunities we have to experience a race 
track. I would love to hear from you.

I gave some consideration to doing an April 
Fools’ column, but fi gured our readers are 

far too smart to get caught up  in that sort of 
foolishness. The last thing I need is for the very 
few whom actually read my column to start fl ip-
ping pages and looking for pictures or worse, 
Bill’s column! As you may have guessed, I did it 
again. Last month I waited until the last few days 
to sit down and write. This month is not much 
diff erent. If I’m ever going to break this cycle, I 
cannot keep thinking I have a month between 
issues. Will someone please remind me in two 
weeks to get started on the May column? You 
may also notice Bill, our VP of Activities, has been 
mentioned a couple of times in these articles, for 
good reason. Despite a tremendous age gap, and 
I mean an epic diff erence in age, Bill and I have 
developed a typical insecure male bond that, 
without this club, would not exist. But I’m damn 
glad it does.
   Out of respect for the guidelines set forth by 
our editor, article size will not allow me to list the 

many other important friends and connections I 
have made since joining PCA. Last weekend I had 
the opportunity to add to the list while attending 
the PCA Zone 1 President’s meeting. As this was 
my fi rst, I really did not know what to expect. I 
was accompanied by Steve Ross, our immediate 
Past President and VP of Administration stand in, 
who was there as the Zone 1 Concours chair. We 
had arrived in plenty of time to meet up with oth-
er Presidents and Chairpersons as they trickled 
in and entertained us with stories of their trip. In 
no time at all, I was thrown fully into the mix. Say-
ing I may be in the market for another Porsche 
helped. There was a frenzy of activity as they 
rifl ed through their “dumb” phones to show me 
pictures of the cars they would love to sell me. 
And that’s just it; they wanted to help, and get rid 
of the other car in their garage to make room for 
the one on order. So in all, it was a great experi-
ence, and I took away a lot of information I hope 
can be used to help our club and its members. 
   In other news, DE registration is open! I know 
you’re reading this in April and registration 

Christopher Mongeon
On the Loud Pedal

Last weekend I had the opportunity to add to 

the list while attending the PCA Zone 1 

President’s meeting.



N O R E A S T E Rpage 8

Need Security? 

Call Us.

Jeff Cohen   508-944-6820 direct    800-539-RIBI (7424)   jcohen@ribisecurity.com

Choose a security service company with a proven track record since 1946 to protect 

your valuable people, property, and assets. Experienced management, strong 

customer service and outstanding support are what make us great.

ribisecurity.com
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Observations
As my faithful readers know, most of these 

columns involve things that I’ve done with, or to, 
old cars. Seldom does anyone have a reason to 
believe that I ever drive or even look at new cars. 
I think that everyone is under the impression that 
all my automotive interest is stuck back in the 
period before most got out of high school. That 
really isn’t true.
   Every year on Presidents Day weekend, I make it 
my job to take a close look at the a few cars that 
have caught my eye. This year was no exception. 
The car lots are usually pretty busy and while 
there is no longer free cherry pie and balloons 
like the old days, it’s pretty easy to get in under 
the radar and take a car for a spin.
   I had read a lot about the BMW M3 and its 
sister, the 335is, and I wanted to make the driving 
comparison myself. That was not easy. While the 
salesman knew some of the diff erences, there 
were still questions that couldn’t be answered. 
Both cars in the lot were the SMG (sequential 

manual) version, and I wanted to try the standard 
manual six-speed, so a direct comparison wasn’t 
going to happen. Going over the options listed 
on the windows the M3 listed a cost of $1,200 
for upgraded 19” wheels, but downstairs on the 
335is the same wheel was shown for $1,000. The 
base price on the M3 was $60,100 but the cars 
on display all had what we used to call manda-
tory options that ran the price up to within a ham 
sandwich of $70k. The 335is had all the brakes 
and handling bits found on the M3 but with a few 
less horsepower. Numbers started at $52k and 
was, as they say, nicely equipped at $62k. Not a 
bad increase, which indicated that the cars were 
pretty well set up as base models.
   That reminded me of the road test in Car & 
Driver in the Feb 2012 issue. They were compar-
ing the new Porsche 911S and the Corvette Z06. 
The ‘Vette had a base price of $76,500, but by 
the time the options were added the total was 
an astonishing $102,155. That’s a 33% increase 
from where you started. So much for the Chevy 
performance bargain. Before you say that Porsche 

doesn’t do that sort of thing, take a look at their 
numbers in the same test: $97,350 base but 
$131,250 on the showroom fl oor. There’s no sub-
stitute for that 35% increase. What happened to 
the way they used to do it?
   By the time the 356 Porsches ended their pro-
duction run in 1965, the base price of a 356C was 
$4195 (88hp) and an SC (105hp) was $4685. That’s 
an 11% diff erence, the current spread between 
a 911 and a 911S (more power) is 16% ($79k vs. 
$92k) not much diff erence but the options will 
really make a diff erence.
   Back in the day there was no air conditioning, 
no power windows, nor any of the many op-
tions available to car buyers today. Radios were 
selected and installed at the dealership and only 
a few dealers could off er fl oor mats. The factory 
had a very short list of options: 
      Electric sunroof   $300.00
      Chrome rims (5)   $79.95
      Leather interior   $140.00
      Luggage rack   $24.95

      Headrests (ea)   $30.00
      Deluxe horn ring   $16.95
      Seatbelts   $14.95
   Using those numbers you can see 
where a “fully loaded” 356 would increase 
the price by about 15%, not counting 

some sort of radio. As expensive as they were 
(Chevy Impalas were less that $3,000), at least the 
options didn’t knock the cost out of the park. No 
wonder they call them the good old days.
   Back to Presidents Day, I went off  down the 
street to my second choice for a ride, an Infi niti 
G37 Coupe. I have seen them on the road and 
read a few things that piqued my interest, includ-
ing the fact that they were available with full time 
all-wheel drive. Turns out that isn’t actually true. It 
seems that the automatic version can be ordered 
with AWD, but the standard shift model can’t. The 
salesman and I tried to imagine the corporate 
thinking that came to that marketing conclusion, 
but we were unsuccessful. So, I tried the automat-
ic fi rst. There was a button that would prompt the 
car to stay in gear longer if your foot was in it but 
the best approach was to use the stick shift that 
would shift gears when you pulled on the stick. 
Sort of. To me, it seemed to took it’s sweet time 
in changing gears but then I’m pretty impatient 
when I’m tossing a car into an off  ramp at 75 mph 
and want the back end to grip. I was told that 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 43

 I’m pretty impatient when I’m tossing a car into 

an off  ramp at 75 mph and want the back end to 

grip.
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Minutes Of The Board
Nick Shanny–March 14th, 2012 NER Board Meeting 

Members present: Chris Mongeon, Kristin Lar-
son, Adrianne Ross, Steve Ross, Nick Shanny, 

Bill Seymour, Stan Corbett and Robert Cohen.
   The board met at 6:30 pm on March 14th at Nick 
Shanny’s house in Newton. Kay Shanny prepared 
an excellent (okay, I am biased) Mexican meal with 
appetizers, beer and wine. To top it all off , freshly 
made chocolate and key lime pie were served as 
dessert. After all of this, the meeting began at 7:32 
pm.
   Chris started the meeting off  with a report 
from the National meeting held the prior week in 
Albany, NY. Chris did an excellent job summarizing 
the eight-hour meeting into a quick 20-minute 
update. Some highlights include 1) a suggestion 
that we adopt a confl ict of interest policy, which 
was already in the works, 2) several changes to 
DE event rules (to be outlined in other columns), 
and 3) the upcoming Zone 1 Clash and DE event 
organizers are looking for volunteers.
   Bill provided an activity update covering auto-
cross, tours, and concours. Thirty-one people have 
signed up for the upcoming Autocross School to 
be held on April 1st. Bill is all excited to use (play 
with) the new FM transmitter the AX committee 
purchased. Several people were confused as to 
when it would be used, fearing turn-by-turn play-
back for each run. Bill assured us all that would 
not be the case.
   Bill reiterated the various tours and concours 
events to be held throughout the year. Details 
can be found on the NER website as well as e-mail 
blasts being sent out on a regular basis.
   Stan Corbett provided the board with update 
from the track committee. Contracts for Calabogie 
and Watkins Glen have been received, signed, 
and paid for. The contracts for Mont-Tremblant 
and NHMS have been received. To date, 91 people 
have signed up for the upcoming April event 
being held at NHMS; 48 for Calabogie; and 50 for 
Watkins Glen.
   Stan reported that there have been several 
National PCA changes with regard to how Taste of 
the Track (DE sampler) as well as parade laps can 
be run at DE events. To summarize, Taste of the 
Track is no longer, but parade laps can continue, 
albeit with several changes. Look for further de-
tails to be available on the NER website as well as 
upcoming columns and e-mail blasts.
   Steve Ross provided an update on the upcom-
ing spontaneous dinners, one being held in 
Natick and the other in Peabody. The Newcomers 

Forty Years

Edward L. Tobolski

Twenty-Five Years

 Kevin C. Gross

Twenty Years

Jeff rey J. Skibik

Ten Years

 Maurice R. Auger
 David S. Beningson
 Bill C. Caterino
 Roger M. Cotte
 Kenneth R. Dobbins
 John A. Legelis
 Robert D. Stemler
 Wyatt  Stevens
 Steve A. Uliss

Five Years

 Brian A. Cooner
 Jon B. Liland
 Robert C. Marchand
 Anthony  Vigorito

meeting will be held April 15th at Ira in Danvers. 
Further details can be found on the NER website.
   Robert Cohen provided an update on the an-
nual dinner planning. Karen Cohen is requesting 
additional monies to purchase plastic sleeves for 
the silent auction as well as centerpieces for a to-
tal amount of $350. Chris, seconded by Adrianne, 
made a motion to support this request. It passed 
unanimously.
   Kristen provided the board with a fi nancial 
update. The club has a healthy cash fl ow with no 
issues reported. A motion was made to accept the 
report, seconded, and passed unanimously.
   Virginia provided the following Membership 
Report:  NER has 1,440 Primary members and 
988 Affi  liate members, for a total membership of 
2428. During the month NER had 22 new mem-
bers, with three transfers in and no transfers out. 
Over the last three months, the club has been 
averaging 20 new members per month.
   Adrianne provided a NOR’EASTER update in-
cluding all upcoming assignments.
The next meeting will be held April 11th, at 
Grimsby’s Restaurant in Melrose, MA.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm.

Happy PCA Anniversary



stopped, cat provided for, etc. And yet the most 
important thing, my proof of identity and the only 
card that would enable me to drive, was over-
looked. 
   Backing up a little further, my daughter went 
to her husband’s family in Iowa for Christmas last 
December. She mentioned in a conversation in 
early January that she had arrived at the car rental 
desk and had an expired license. She had made 
it through security through two fl ights going to 
Iowa. Fortunately she was not traveling alone. 
But she did worry about getting through security 
on the way home to Napa Valley. (She made it.) 
At the time she called, I was lying on the couch 
and thought of getting up to dig my license out 
of my pocketbook, but I didn’t. No, I had an angel 
whispering in my ear, and I was too lazy to accept 
divine intervention.
   So before we go any further, get your license 
out of your wallet and look at the date. Yes. Do 
it now. Massachusetts does not send renewal 
notices anymore. They have not sent out renewals 

for three years now. I did not know this. (I 
now know that you can receive an e-mail 
notice if you sign up for that on the DMV 
website.)
   Fortunately, I have friends in my neigh-
borhood in Naples. Phone calls were 

made. Just as I was thinking that a taxi might get 
me there sooner, one friend turned out to be in 
the area and said to just sit tight. The taxi, by the 
way, would have been close to a hundred bucks, 
but, in this situation, it was a second and very 
welcome option.
   By now, anticipating seeing the face of a friend, 
I was suffi  ciently calm to feel brain functioning 
seeping back in, and I remembered that I have a 
passport at home. So my sister could send it to 
me, and I’d get through security on the way home. 
I just had to fi gure out how I would drive. Not if, 
but how. The idea of not having a car for three full 
weeks was not acceptable to me.
   The MA registry was no help at all. Their sugges-
tion was to get on a plane and come home and 
have my picture taken. I gave that suggestion 
high marks all around for being so practical, so 
economical, and so very viable considering that I 
needed my license to get back there.
   I’ve been driving since I was 16, actually sooner 
than that. My dad taught me how as soon as my 

This month’s column contains a topic that 
I never dreamed I’d be writing about, and rath-

er wish that the opportunity to do so had never 
presented itself. But it did. And enough time 
has passed for me to classify this as yet another 
funny episode in my way-too-amusing life. It’s a 
tale worth telling, especially since all of you are 
drivers...
   When I took my annual sojourn to Florida on 
February fi rst of this year, I was amazed at how 
smoothly the travel day went. Getting into Logan 
was hassle-free. Checking in was quick. Security 
was a breeze. The fl ight left exactly when it was 
supposed to, and was totally uneventful. My lug-
gage arrived with me. Everyone I encountered 
was pleasant.
   When we landed, I text messaged my daugh-
ter as we always do when fl ying. The text said, 
“I’m here. So far this trip has been as smooth as 
butter.” Whatever was I thinking! Talk about a 
jinx! Twenty minutes later the day turned upside 
down. I went to the car rental desk at the Fort My-

ers airport and the gentleman there informed me 
that I had an expired license. I froze. Absolutely 
froze. I stared at him for a full minute letting the 
implications of the situation soak in. My license’s 
last offi  cial day had been December 31st, one full 
month out of date. And then a chain of events 
occurred that took days to resolve, but never 
fully let me fall into a comfort zone until I was 
back home with a MA picture license in my hands 
three weeks later.
   I don’t want you to worry too much about the 
eff ectiveness of Homeland Security, but this 
potential troublemaker got through not one, but 
two checkpoints at Logan Airport with a good 
morning and a smile.
   I suppose I should back up here and tell you 
that I pride myself on being organized. Before 
I left for the month, I took care of all possible 
PCA obligations. I tied up all projects for the two 
school systems I consult for. I did my taxes for 
both homes. I made a detailed to-do/to-pack list 
and worked off  of it. I arranged for my household 
to shut down: bills paid, mail and newspaper 

Virginia Young

Under the Radar
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continued on page 44

The text said, “I’m here. So far this trip has been 

as smooth as butter.” Whatever was I thinking! 

Talk about a jinx! 



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

Hopefully the Autocross School on April 1st 
saw lovely weather and a great time had by 

all. As I am writing this in early March, with regis-
tration only open six days, we have 25 students 
signed up and 18 instructors signed on. Last year 
this event was snowed out and, as you New Eng-
landers know, weather in April is a total crapshoot. 
As a former marathoner, one of the biggest fears 
was catching the fi rst warm day of the year on Pa-
triot’s Day and expiring before even being tested 
by the hills. I hate to root against my marathoner 
buddies, but that kind of day would be good for 
the Autocross School.
   The fi rst regular autocross, as advertised else-
where in this issue, will be on May 20th. Note that 
you can sign up for the season and get fi ve events 
for the price of four. Note more importantly that 
after the fi rst two autocrosses you will no longer 
be able to just show up the day of the event — 
you must register on-line by Wednesday midnight 
before the event. The benefi t of this is that it 
allows better organization which lead to… more 

runs! — well worth the minor loss of fl exibility.
   The highlight of my off -season driving activi-
ties was a February three-day Skip Barber school 
at Sebring. The reason for this adventure was to 
celebrate my ‘sorta cousin’ Jack’s 50th birthday. We 
were part of a class of nine people who were us-
ing formula cars — sharing the track with another 
twelve students who were doing the same pro-
gram but using race-prepped Miatas. Our group 
of nine had three instructors, all of whom had 
been with Skip Barber for over 20 years.
   Here are some observations about the experi-
ence…
   Our classmates were an interesting crew. Ages 
ranged from 18 to me, and included a car dealer 
from Indianapolis who was well connected in the 
racing community, a cement block manufacturer 
from Miami who drove up in his BMW 750i (the ce-
ment block business appeared to be surviving the 
housing bust in Florida), two fi nancial types from 
the Northeast, a principal in a Miami “security fi rm” 
(a 30-ish ex-Marine who did not drink and was 
very tight-lipped about exactly what he did other 

than admitting that it took him to very dangerous 
places like Baghdad — oh, and did I mention that 
Rosemary, seeing a picture of the group, pointed 
him out and asked “do you have a closer picture 
of that one?”) and two 18-year-old go-kart racers 
who were hoping to start a car racing career (their 
fathers were there taking pictures).  There was a 
lot of instant camaraderie, and we all went out to 
dinner together at night (except for the go-kart 
boys).
   Our cars were a hoot. Why anyone would have 
picked the Miatas is beyond me (same price for 
the school). The cars we drove are called Formula 
2000, similar to old Formula Fords with a steel 
tube frame, a Reynard body and a 2-liter Dodge 
Neon dry sump engine tuned for reliability and 
about 150 hp. They use a fi ve-speed sequential 
gearbox that (like a motorcycle) doesn’t require 
the clutch for upshifts. They claim they will do 135 
mph, but the most I saw was 5,500 rpm in fi fth 
(redline at 6,200), which I believe is 120–125. The 
car felt pretty peppy and it was great fun to zip up 

through the gears. The ratios were so close 
that a shift at 6,000 rpm only dropped you 
to 5,200 after the shift. They had street 
tires on them for easier teaching and less 
danger, but with a weight of 1,250 pounds 
they still cornered pretty hard.

   One of our instructors was Peter Argetsinger, 
the son of Cameron Argetsinger who, as all you 
students of early sports car racing in the U.S. 
know well, organized the fi rst races at Watkins 
Glen. Peter came out to dinner with us on two 
nights, including one night when we fi rst met at 
his nearby home on a lake, went out on his boat, 
and drank adult beverages (in sensible quantities, 
of course). While all of the instructors had terribly 
entertaining tales to tell, the jokes and anecdotes 
we heard while out to dinner with Peter were ic-
ing on the cake.
   Other than the go-karters, I was easily the most 
experienced driver in our group (and had done 
a similar three-day school with Jim Russell at 
Mont-Tremblant many years ago). While most of 
the classroom stuff  was a refresher course for me, 
you always profi t from seat time. In particular I 
think I learned something about trail-braking that 
I will try to import into my ‘Cayman-ing.’ On the 
second day one of the go-kart Dads was telling 
me that I was quicker than the others but I told 
him that the little go-kart rats would kick my butt 
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 The highlight of my off -season driving 

activities was a February three-day 

Skip Barber school at Sebring. 

continued on page 45
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Unlike past late winter/ early springs this year 
has been incredibly warm, “forcing” some 

club members to put their beloved Porsche on 
the road which is salt free. So nice in fact that I 
a see a large number of Cabriolets with the top 
down.
   March was the month of Spontaneous dinners, 
fi rst ones are on the 15th, one for our metro west 
folks at Panera in Natick, while the north shore 
members meet at PF Chang’s in the North shore 
Mall in Peabody.
   A week later the central Mass. crowd dines at 
Rovezzi’s in Sturbridge on the 21st.
   April 4 is another dinner for our south shore 
group at the Pinehill CC, then plans call for a 
return to the Back Eddy in Westport Mass.
   Finally after a well-attended non-spontaneous 
dinner in Harwichport this January, the cape cod 
group is reaching out to other PCAers on the 
cape to participate in Coff ee and Porsches, tours 
and other Porsche events.
   April 15th is our annual New Comers Meeting 

at Ira Porsche in Danvers, see the 
promo on our webpage and in the 
Noreaster.
   May 6 is our biannual visit to the 
Collings Foundation Airplane and 
auto collections in Stow Mass. Regis-
tration is open but already almost 50 
people have RSVPed so send me an 
email to reserve your spot.
   Finally our annual trek to Myopia 
Hunt and Polo club will be in August 
with the usual Picnic judging compe-
tition.  
   For those of you who have seen 
the new 991 it is interesting to see 
that the engine cannot be even seen 
when the compartment cover is 
opened, all you view is a pair of cool-
ing fans. One member who concours 
his Porsche and has ordered a new 
911 asked how the concours judges 
will inspect an engine that is not vis-
ible. Hmmmmmmmmmmmm.

   Do any of you remember last year when Chevy 
told the world that they want to be referred to as 
Chevrolet not Chevy? Well here it is almost a year 
later and they are still pushing Chevys, so what 
happened, beats me guess the Chevy name has 
been so ingrained in the lexicon of the US popu-
lation that the old formal name will not stick.
   While driving I am amazed at the lack of signal-
ing with directionals that drivers exhibit. Many 
don’t even bother using them, some put them on 
as they turn, others put on the wrong direction, 
still others forget that they are on and have them 
blinking away for miles. And then, of course, there 
are the ones that don’t even work, but I bet they 
have a current inspection sticker.
 Enough of my ranting, see you at some of our 
three driving events in April.
   

 For those of you who have seen the new 991 ... 

the engine cannot be even seen when the 

compartment cover is opened

Around The Cones
Steve Ross

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287
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Stan Corbett

Don’t Lift

By the time you read this our fi rst event of the 
2012 DE season, Novice Day plus regular DE 

days, will only be days away, or perhaps behind 
you if your postal carrier is slow. For details, see 
the separate article about the event elsewhere in 
this issue, and fi nal details regarding schedules, 
run groups and work assignments on our website. 
Be sure to check the website and print copies of 
the schedule, etc., to bring with you, as copies will 
not be provided at the track. I hope everybody 
got the message — the Novice Day and DE event 
is for both Novices and solo drivers in the Blue, 
White and Black run groups. Solo drivers will enjoy 
an early season, full two-day DE event.
   We are making some changes to our DE program 
in order to comply with updated PCA National 
requirements and guidelines. The changes are in 
the following areas:
1. Demonstration Rides for DE Students: A Dem-
onstration Ride is defi ned as a student riding with 
an instructor in one run group higher than the 
student’s assigned group. For example, if a Green 

run group student would benefi t from a demon-
stration ride, the ride could occur in the Green or 
Yellow (one run group higher) run group, but not 
an advanced group. The purpose of this ride is 
to demonstrate the proper driving techniques to 
help the student learn and correct his/her issues. 
The change, or constraint, here is that the dem-
onstration ride can only be one run group higher 
than the student’s run group. This also means 
students cannot ride with instructors in the Red 
run group.
2. Taste of the Track: The Taste of the Track pro-
gram as we have been doing it, with fees raised 
being donated to Angel Flight, is a thing of the 
past under the new requirements. The new “Taste 
of the Track” program is similar to our Parade Laps 
but would require scheduling a specifi c “Taste of 
the Track” run group session in the daily schedule 
and our paid participants would lose some of their 
track time. We will not be doing the new “Taste of 
the Track” program.
3. Track Tours: Our current Parade Laps program 
meets the requirements for “Track Tours” as 

We are making some changes to our DE pro-

gram in order to comply with updated PCA 

National requirements and guidelines. 

described, with some slight modifi cations (such 
as multiple pace cars if there are a lot of partici-
pants). This program allows Non-Students the op-
portunity to experience the track in a comfortable 
low-speed session and passengers are allowed. 
We will continue to run Parade Laps, with the 
recommended fee of $35 per car being donated 
to Angel Flight, at those tracks that permit us to 
use the track during lunchtime.
   An additional change to our DE program relates 
to the required pre-event technical inspection. 
In the past we have identifi ed individual Tech 
Inspectors, sometimes known as “Driveway Techs,” 
on our website that are authorized to perform 
these inspections, stamp and sign off  our tech in-
spection form. The option to use these individual 
tech inspectors is being dropped, not because 
of any problems with their ability to perform the 
inspections, but due to liability concerns if an ac-
cident was to happen during the conduct of the 
inspection.
   So, enough of what we can’t or aren’t going to 
be doing . . . The DE season is here! I’m ordering 
my Hoosier R6s this weekend. The car will go to 
Jerry’s for the full pre-season treatment (fl ush 
the fl uids, change the oil, check the alignment 
(hey, I’m losing weight, maybe the corner balance 
needs to be redone!). Ha!
   Hope to see many of you over the next few 
months at our DE events. Don’t forget our new 
DE Rebate 
program 
described in 
last month’s 
column 
and on our 
website un-
der “Driver 
Education” 
and “FAQs 
for DE.” At-
tend three 
or more of 
NER’s DE 
events and 
get a rebate 
at the end of 
the season 
— so… 
don’t lift!
   Sincerely, 
Stan
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Kenny Conway 

Improving and Maintaining Excellence

Spring defi nitely came early this year, not just 
with the warm weather but also with the 

enormous amount of hair coming off  of my husky. 
Her winter coat started blowing out early, like late 
February. Now it’s mid-March and it’s out of con-
trol. My girlfriend has three labs (two yellow and 
one chocolate) and between the three of them, 
their shedding doesn’t even add up to Kali’s. 
Kali lets me brush her in half-hour increments 
using the “FURminator.” After a couple hours of 
brushing, wrestling, growling, etc., this provides 
about three days of relief, and then it starts all 
over again! I’m offi  cially an expert in vacuum-
ing. Right now at home I have to vacuum at least 
every other day until Kali blows out her coat. And 
at work I have several “kits” for my shop-vac that 
allow me to get my cars free of hair. Well, at least 
for the day.
   Besides the hours and hours of vacuuming 
dog hair, I’ve been busy at the workshop. A few 
surprises came up when I disassembled the Cup 
cars in preparation for the club race season. I 

ended up fi nding the front right strut housing 
and upright to be bent on my 964 Cup. A quick 
call to Bilstein confi rmed they had refurbished 
964 Cup strut housings in stock. The 996 Cup had 
one blown Sachs shock (rear) and both fronts 
proved to be in poor shape. Depending on cost 
of getting the Sachs shocks rebuilt, my customer 
might invest in a new set of Ohlins or JRZs. Since 
I have no records of when my diff  was rebuilt I 
decided to send it out to Guard Transmission. I did 
not stop there. I want to run up front, so I decided 
to freshen up the front calipers, modify front 
brake ducts, replace front wheel bearings, etc. I 
want everything to be perfect. Also, after I’m done 
I’ll have a very good service history on what was 
done and when. The same goes for my customer’s 
996 Cup, as he found out that the car had more 
hours on it than he thought. 
   In addition to the Cup cars being prepped over 
the winter, I’ve been busy with several other 
projects. Everything from complete 930 turbo en-
gine overhauls, a handful of 915/G50 gearboxes, 
IMS bearing installs, suspension upgrades from 

PSS10 kits to JRZ/ERP setups and, believe or not, 
a 928GT torque tube overhaul and engine reseal. 
And for the British lovers, I have an all-original, 
un-restored ’66 XKE that’s in for a handful of 
“modern upgrades.” including a Ron Davis radia-
tor, breakerless fuel pump, Minilite wheels, full SU 
carb overhaul, etc… also a late ‘50s Elva that’s in 
for some new fl oors and a couple of crossmem-
bers that I have to fabricate. 
   Even with an extremely full workload, I still 
fi nd the time to help my girlfriend Kelly locate a 
perfect donor for her track car. We picked up a 
damaged 1998 M3 sedan complete with a ton 
of ’go fast’ parts. The engine/gearbox/clutch and 
steering rack will go into her M roadster, while the 
rest of parts will go in her ’98 M3 that was com-
pletely stock: a full exhaust, double-adjustable 
shocks, upgraded diff , adjustable control arms 
and heated seats! 
   Stay tuned next month! Hopefully I’ll have the 
911ST shell back from paint, Kelly’s car track ready 

and maybe some updates on my ‘83 SC and ‘05 
STI.
   In the meantime have a good! I need to go 
vacuum!!!

I’m offi  cially an expert in vacuuming. Right 

now at home I have to vacuum at least every 

other day until Kali blows out her coat.

Kali

Sleepy girl
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2012 Calendar

At-A-Glance

April   
 11 Board Meeting 
 15 Newcomers Meeting 
 24-25 NHMS, NER 
 27-29 Ramble 
May  
 6 Collings Auto Museum 
 9 Board Meeting 
 12  Car Control Clinic NCR
 19 Zone 1 Concours  
  20 Zone 1 Rally
June   
 9-10 NHMS, NCR 
 13 Board Meeting 
July 
 6-8 Calabogie, NER
 10-12 Mt Tremblant, NER  
 16 Board Meeting 
August   
 6-7 NHMS, NCR
 8 Board Meeting 
 24-26 Watkins Glen, NER 
September   
 8 Porschefest  
 11-12 NHMS, NER
 12 Board Meeting 
October   

 10 Board Meeting 
 15-16 NHMS, NCR
November   

 14 Board Meeting 
December   
 1 NER Annual Gala
 12 Board Meeting 

NER’s Annual Newcomers Meeting April 15th @ 
12:00 PM Hosted by Ira Porsche in Danvers

While the main focus of this event is to acquaint new members to the club, established 
members are also welcome to check into some of the things they haven’t tried yet, or just 

to chat with newcomers to help them feel at home. There is always something new to do or 
learn in the Northeast Region Porsche Club of America.
   The Newcomers Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 15th starting with a light lunch at 
12:00 pm, followed by presentations
starting at 1:00 pm in Ira Porsche’s beautiful showroom and shop. There will be plenty to see 
and learn, and refreshments will be
provided by our hosts at Ira Porsche.
   Registration is not required, but we would like to get a head count of attendees prior to this 
event for planning purposes. Please
register by e-mail with Steve Ross at slr@aol.com or mail in the registration form to Steve Ross, 
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760 with the following information:

Name(s) _________________________________________No. of Participants________________

Address______________________________________________ Ema
il____________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________

   

   Directions: Ira Motor Group is located on Route 114 in Danvers. From Route 128, take exit 25 
to Route 114 West. Ira will be 1.7
miles on your right. From I-95, take exit 47 to Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left.
   From Route 1, take Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left. See you there!

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

It’s not too early to plan your fi rst track days for 2012, and all the rest of the track sea-
son with NER. April 24th is our annual Novice Day combined with a full DE for signed 

off  drivers. This will be followed on April 25th by a full DE day for all drivers. While it’s not 
essential that fi rst time track drivers make this their fi rst event, it’s certainly a good way 
to get started. Many of us (maybe most of us) got started in regular DE events without 
the benefi t of a Novice Day so if you’re unable to join us April 24th, make sure you do 
give DE a try ASAP. You’ll be kicking yourself wondering why you waited as long as you 
did.
   Novice Day is an opportunity to drive part of a NASCAR oval and the attached road 
course at NHMS with many other fi rst timers. Whatever pucker factor there may be in 
one’s fi rst track event will be spread among the 30-40 (normal new driver count at this 
event) like-minded drivers, new friends with whom to share your concerns and accom-
plishments.
   The day’s events are still being fi nalized but will consist of classroom sessions with 
NER’s Chief of Novice Development and pro-driver and coach Dennis Macchio covering 
basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives plus lots of time 
on track. Novices will be in their own run groups with experienced NER/PCA instructors. 
There will be class time before you’re on track to help get you ready and later to answer 
your many questions.
   Dennis Macchio, Bertil Roos Racing School, will also be available for a very worthwhile 
fee to solo drivers interested in private coaching sessions.  Contact information for Den-
nis will be provided so you can get on his dance card in advance.
   DE students with three or fewer track days are welcome to sign up for this event and 
join the Novices. Green and Yellow run group drivers with more than 3 days may sign up 
for the wait list. If we have enough instructors for an “experienced” student run group, 
we will schedule that as well. INSTRUCTORS, please sign up early to help us manage 
this!!
   For solo drivers in Blue/White/Black... sign up early for this early season, 2-day DE!
   Registration for all NER DE events opens March 1.
   Visit http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/330/140/ for our full schedule. 
And please review the DE portion of the website for important tips, data and advice.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com: or 
508-529-6127 before 8PM. Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, 
stanley_corbett@msn.com: or 978-337-3095 before 9PM.  

Driver Education & Novice Days Tues-Wed, April 24-25th

Registration Opens Mar 1, 2012 at www.clubregistration.net
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Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

When you invest in a Porsche, it’s 
all about the numbers … 
 
 
 
Top speed 171 mph 

0-60 in 4.6 seconds 

All the real estate data you need to make an 
informed decision, at your fingertips! 

by mcerqueira  

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 

It’s the same when you buy or sell your home ... 

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 
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There are two ways to answer the question.
From a technical perspective, Driver Education (DE) is a program developed by the PCA to give drivers the opportunity to learn 

how to drive their cars on real racetracks in a safe, controlled and fun environment. Typically a DE event is run over one, two or 
three days, each day having four or fi ve driving groups (divided by experience and skill level) on track four times for 20 to 30 min-
utes each. To ensure maximum safety and fun, you’re placed in a run group with other drivers with similar experience and skill lev-
els. In the novice groups, drivers are accompanied by PCA trained and certifi ed instructors who will teach you high-performance 
driving techniques and fundamentals. DE driving is not racing or even preparation for racing. The events are not timed and there 
are no prizes. Prescribed passing zones and rules and codes of conduct add to the safe environment. 
   From an enthusiast’s perspective, DE can easily become a lifestyle throughout the summer and, in fact, year ‘round. Waking mo-
ments are spent at the track, or thinking about the next time there. We live for the rush of adrenaline that comes from moments 
like touching 150 mph just before jumping on the brakes for the “Bus Stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing the car to drift out to the 
turn-in point at the end of the front straight before powering over a blind cresting apex at Mont-Tremblant. Just as importantly, 
highpoints of seasons at DE events include laughing with new and old friends over the events of the day, or instructors sharing 
what they’ve learned and watching the smile of new students as they discover what they and the car are really capable of. Yes — 
some of us are DE addicts. Others attend only a few a days a year, and enjoy building their competency and letting the car do what 
it was built to do.
   For this 2012 season we’ve lined up some great tracks and events; fi ve diff erent tracks as you’ll see below, including two favorites 
in Canada and weekends at NHMS, Calabogie and Watkins Glen (WGI). 
   DE is a diff erent experience for everyone. You’ve got to try it. The only critical components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our website, you’ll fi nd lots of information and helpful ideas. Hope to see you at the track.
   2012 Driver Education Schedule — Overview

For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 
Event Dates Days Track Host Registration  Open Date Pricing*
          Inst Solo Student
April 24-25 Tues/Wed New Hampshire NER  Mar 1  N/C $320 $370
May 12  Saturday Car Control ClinicNCR  See NCR  N/C N/A $ 50
June 9-10 Sat/Sun  New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
July 6-8  Fri/Sat/Sun Calabogie (CMP) NER  Mar 1  $275 $495 $585
July 10-12 Tue/W/Thurs Mont-Tremblant (LCMT)NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595
Aug 6-7  Mon/Tues  New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
Aug 24-26 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER   Mar 1  $270 $495 $570
Sept 11-12 Tues/Wed New Hampshire NER  Mar 1  N/C $320 $370
Sept 19-20 Wed/Thurs Lime Rock Park (LRP)NCR   See NCR  $150 $400 $400
Oct 15-16 Mon/Tues New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
*Subject to change 
Note: Instructors may register at no charge (N/C) for NHMS, provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor registration less 
than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. At other tracks, instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of 
events will be charged an extra $25 per day

Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER)    North Country Region (NCR)  Tracks
www.porschenet.com   www.ncr-pca.org    NHMS – www.nhms.com
Registrar    Registrar    CMP – www.calabogiemotorsports.com
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127  John Lussier - 802-728-4457  LCMT – www.lecircuit.com
     or cell 802-272-6770   LRP – www.limerock.com 
Track Chair    Track Chair     WGI – www.theglen.com
Stan Corbett - 978-337-3095  Mark Watson - 603-488-5405/
     cell 603-854-0643
Event Registration Site   Event Registration Site
www.clubregistration.net   www.motorsportreg.com

What is Driver’s Education? 
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What’s new for 2012?

Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun:

This year we have once again organized a coordinated calendar 
between the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) regions 
of the PCA. These coordinated events provide the dedicated 
DE enthusiast the chance for 21 days of driving on fi ve diff er-
ent circuits, including a return to Lime Rock Park. In answer to 
many requests, we have three weekend events in 2012; one at 
our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
(NHMS) with 10 total days there; a three-day weekend event 
at Calabogie in Canada; and a three-day weekend event at 
Watkins Glen in New York. Our signature event at Canada’s Le 
Circuit Mont-Tremblant (LCMT), July 10th–12th, coincides once 
again during the free Mt. Tremblant Blues Festival, making it a 
great opportunity for a family outing. And that event is imme-
diately preceded by a three-day event in Canada at Calabogie 
Motorsports Park, July 6th–8th with the 9th set aside for travel-
ing to LCMT, only a three- hour drive.
Allegheny Region

Our good friends at ARPCA have been joining us at our Cana-
dian and Watkins Glen events, helping to make them success-
ful. They run their own excellent DEs. Full information is on their 
website and registration is through MotorSportReg.com.
For those new to DE:

2012 will feature our annual Novice Day with a few new 
wrinkles. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, one-hour 
drive north of Boston) on April 24th, the fi rst day of our April 
24th–25th DE event, and will be hosted by NER. The Novice Pro-
gram will include special classroom sessions with NER’s Chief 
of Novice Development and with pro-driver and coach Dennis 
Macchio, covering basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fun-
damentals and objectives. In addition, the Novice Program will 
include a number of on-track driving sessions with experienced 
NER/NCR instructors.
   Note: While details are still being worked out, the plan is for 
the Novice Program on April 24th to be focused on true nov-
ices. Since registration numbers are obviously unknown, fi rst 
time DE participants will be admitted fi rst, followed by Green 
run group drivers with three or fewer track days experience, 
and a wait list will be established for more experienced Green 
and Yellow run group drivers who will be admitted if there are 
more instructors than required for the Novice group.
   Solo DE Event: Drivers in the Blue, White and Black run groups 
may register for the April 24th–25th event and participate in a 
normal DE day both days.
No more paper… save the planet!

NER is no longer accepting paper registrations. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so on-line at 
clubregistration.net. Once registered with clubregistration.
net, it is a quick, simple process to sign up for an event, and 
electronic payment is available. You will, however, still be able 
to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our website for 

details. For NCR hosted events, go to their website and their 
registration site.
Watch the NER Web Site

While we e-mail information to registered drivers, the website 
should be checked periodically for new and updated informa-
tion. For example, the rates and reservation information for 
the LCMT hotels with which we negotiate special rates will be 
posted on the website at the “DE Event Information” page.
Registration Process
How to register:

The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two dif-
ferent websites for registration, one for NER events and another 
for NCR events. On the event calendar you will notice the host 
region is identifi ed. Although both regions cooperate with each 
other, it is the host region that handles registration. All rules 
and policies are consistent regardless of host region. The host 
region’s registration website will be the only point of registra-
tion for the events they are hosting. This means, for example, 
for the April 24th–25th Novice Day and DE event you must 
go to NER’s registration website, and for the NCR DE events at 
New Hampshire and Lime Rock Park you must go to NCR’s (the 
host’s) registration website to register.
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for an event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration websites may have diff er-
ent formats. In all cases, setting up your profi le with the regis-
tration website should be a one-time aff air unless your vehicle 
and/or other profi le items change. After you have provided 
your details to each region, you will be able to log in and will be 
automatically remembered. Be sure to up-date your car info if 
you change cars, and keep your e-mail address current!
   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us.
When to register:

In most cases registration for all NER events opens on March 1, 
2012.
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the registra-
tion opening day, we strongly suggest you register as early as 
possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This is particu-
larly important for the Green and Yellow student groups, as the 
number admitted to any event is dependent upon the number 
of instructors signing up. Instructors are historically late in reg-
istering; so Student drivers, sign up early. It’s also particularly 
important for the Mont-Tremblant event, July 10th–12th, as 

continued from previous page

continued next page
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only 30 cars are allowed on the track at any time (a maximum of 
150 cars for the event).
Other important information about registration:

Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct regions, 
we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and procedures 
to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even so, please 
familiarize yourself with the host region’s policies and protocols 
by reading the host region’s policies as found on their individual 
websites. Do not assume the rules you are accustomed to with 
your home region will be the same as those of other regions. 
Your standard operating procedure should be to check the DE 
pages of any region’s event you are attending far enough in 
advance to allow compliance with their policies, and know they 
may change from year to year.
A few registration caveats:

Registration closes two weeks prior to an event:

   Signing up for an event without paying is not a full registra-
tion. Until your payment is received, either by check or electroni-
cally, you are not registered, and a space will not be held for you 
in the event. If you pay after the two-week cut-off  or at the event 
with permission of the registrar, you may be subject to a $50/
day or $100/event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the entire one, two, or 
three days of the event. A driver wishing to register for fewer 
days than the entire event may have to pay a surcharge ($25/
day) and should check fi rst with the registrar.
Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit as 
many student drivers as possible.
If Instructors register within two weeks of an event, they will pay 
an additional $25/day beyond the instructor rate. In the case of 
NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event and the 
charge is $75/day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Regis-
trar, Chief Instructor and/or Track Chair and will be determined 
by the individual circumstances of each event.
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event?
NER & NCR have the same basic requirements:

   – You must be 18 years or older
   – You must be a currently licensed driver
   – You must not be under the infl uence of drowsiness-inducing 
or mind-altering substances (prescribed or not) prior to or dur-
ing the event.
   – You must be a member of PCA or other recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements go to www.porschenet.
com 
What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event?

Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding tractors, 
because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or other car club recognized 
by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the above at our shared 
events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar: de-register@ncr-pca.
org.

   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host 
region’s specifi c rulings, the same can be said of most cars pro-
duced by other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
   – All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar.
   – Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be required to modify 
the mountings of, or install, seat belts.
   – Host websites will give details of requirements and should 
be checked periodically to stay current with any changes. All 
vehicles are required to have (at least) three-point seat belts.
   For vehicles modifi ed from original specifi cation, please 
check your host region’s website for requirements. Most im-
portantly, check for specifi c details regarding the installation of 
racing harnesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints 
on both passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may not 
be acceptable. Check the websites and read your registration 
acknowledgements.
What else is needed?

Both regions will require your vehicle to pass a pre-track 
Technical Inspection by a PCA-recognized Inspector. These 
inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event 
and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-
worthiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along 
with downloadable NER and NCR tech forms and a list of rec-
ognized inspectors can be found at each of the host regions’ 
websites. Each host region will have slightly diff erent forms 
and requirements, but each will accept the host region’s “Tech” 
form signed and stamped by another region’s registered tech 
inspector. Please be aware, however, that technical inspection 
does not negate the driver’s/owner’s responsibility for the 
vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region 
and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2005, SA2010, M2005 or M2010 
standards. In addition, NER will also allow K2005 and K2010 
helmets. In all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended 
for their fi re protection qualities. Helmet certifi cations occur 
every fi ve years and are valid in PCA events for 10 years, so an 
SA2005 or M2005 (or K2005) helmet will only be valid for four 
more years.
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this year, the NER Track 
Committee strongly recommends that you get a closed-face 
SA-rated helmet for the additional safety it aff ords.
   While NER does not require that your car be equipped with a 
fi re extinguisher, NER does strongly recommend it. You should 
be aware, however, that most regions still do require a 2-½ lb 

continued on page 43

continued from previous page
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What is NER’s Annual Spring Ramble, aside from the obvious; 120+ Porsches (Ramblers drive many vehicles other than 
Porsches), good friends, good food and a weekend at a top-notch resort hotel?

   You’ll arrive Thursday or Friday on your own, meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your social and partying 
activities. Then we’ll all convene at 7:30 AM on Saturday in the Tamarack Ballroom for registration, a Continental Breakfast, and 
drivers’ meeting and be on the road by 9:00 AM heading to our lunch stop via scenic back roads in VT. Following that respite we’ll 
follow an equally fun, back roads return to the Stowe Mountain Lodge, or if you prefer to get back sooner to begin your partying, 
massage, hike or whatever simply take the direct route that we’ll supply.
   For you fi rst timers – a hearty welcome; you’ve been 15-20% of the group every year. Your registration packet will include a 
detailed route to and from our lunch stop that Joyce and I have travelled many times revising and correcting. Unlike most other 
group tours, we drive on our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually in pods. Stop at an antique shop or photo op 
when you want and pick up the next pod coming down the road. Don’t like the pod you’re in, pull off  and join the next pod.
   At 6:00 PM we’ll meet for cocktails and hors d’ouvres followed by a plated dinner and more socializing on your own after dinner. 
Sunday morning is a full, hot, buff et breakfast after which you’re on your own again to head home or stay longer and enjoy the 
resort.
    We’re again sponsored by the good guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.277.3819; give them a 
call for anything from an oil change to a full street to track conversion.
   Even if you’re an experienced Rambler and have done this many times there are always new wrinkles; please read everything 
carefully.
   Unless you’re a masochist and enjoy queues, get your registration check and form to me early, we’re capped at 140 

rooms this year. 

   The Stowe Mountain Lodge is a relatively new facility, but was ranked Ninth in Conde Nast Traveler’s, readers’ choice “Top 150 
Mainland Hotels and Resorts”. Check them out at  http://www.stowemountainlodge.com/. Do some mining at http://www.gos-
towe.com/home if you plan on some extra time in the area.
   Our Saturday night Stowe Mountain Lodge rate includes your room, hors d’ouvres during our cocktail hour (cash bar after you’ve 
consumed your two freebies per person), Saturday night dinner (jackets for men) and Sunday morning full breakfast buff et, resort 
charges and is inclusive of all service charges, gratuities and taxes. The Friday night rate is your room only, inclusive of all taxes and 
gratuities, and is also applicable for three nights before Friday and three nights following Saturday. The daily resort fee and WiFi 
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charges have been waived; I’ve negotiated a 30% discount on spa massages, facials and body treatments; if you chose to valet 
park that fee has been reduced to $10/night. Free parking is available directly adjacent to the rear entrance to the lodge.
   Stowe Mtn. Lodge Single  Double

   Friday   $152.90                  $152.90  
   Saturday  $267.00                  $387.00
   Various sized suites are available, inquire when you call for your reservation.
 

  Finally the details:

   A)   Send in the registration fee (which includes continental breakfast at The Stowe Mountain Lodge and lunch on Saturday plus 
incidentals– THIS REGISTRATION FEE IS THE SAME AS THE LAST FOUR YEARS) of $55 per person ($75 per person after March 1) 

with your completed entry form below. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CAN NOT READ YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS…YOU GET THE 

PICTURE! Please diff erentiate between “1” and “l”, “8” and “B”, “0” and “O’”, etc. Use an email address that you check fre-

quently.

   B)   Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31; less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Stowe Mtn. Lodge reservations are cancelable by calling them through April 13, 2012 with no penalty.
   C)   Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an email from me with FURTHER DETAILS including The 
Stowe Mtn. Lodge phone number and our room block code to be used in making your reservation. DO NOT CALL THE STOWE 

MOUNTAIN LODGE AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESERVATION BEFORE YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT EMAIL – IT WILL NOT WORK - 

& WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.  

   D)   If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration – CONTACT ME as something has gone 
astray.  I’m away the latter half of Jan. so factor that into the equation.

   E)   Please make your reservations with Stowe Mtn. Lodge promptly!!

Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 PM or bmh993@Porschenet.com
2012 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

*Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):            *Phone (eve):

*Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:                              License Plate #:

NY Strip w/ Cippolini Mushrooms #______ Chicken w/ Lemon Thyme Glace #______

Grilled Salmon w/ Cranberry Ginger Beurre Blanc #______  Ricotta Gnocchi w/ Mushrooms #______

Lunch is hot salmon & chicken. Let me know here if you require a vegetarian lunch # _________

If you were on the ’11 Ramble and your personal data was correct, it is necessary to 
fi ll in only these items (*).

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stowefl ake Resort
‘07 The Equinox
‘08 The Balsams
‘09 Otesaga
‘10 The Mountain View Grand Hotel
‘11 The Equinox

Sponsored By
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Those who live in the metro-west area of Greater Boston, or who may have participated in one of the Club’s Spring or Fall rallies
are probably familiar with some of the back roads in the area that provide some excellent opportunities for a little “spirited”

driving in your Porsche. What you may not know is the fact that nestled deep in the woods in the middle of the small town of Stow
lies one of the most impressive collection of vintage aircraft and automobiles in the country.
   On Sunday, May 6th, the Northeast Region is pleased to invite you to join us for a tour of the Collings Foundation’s aviation
and automobile collection. The tour will begin at 10:00 AM, so plan to arrive 15 to 20 minutes before that so the group can be as-
sembled by the start time.
   The Stow facility includes an aviation museum and a vintage automobile collection, which includes over sixty-six American built
automobiles and vehicles from the fi rst half of the century. Included in the collection are midget, sprint and "Indy" race cars
(including a 1979 Porsche “Indy” a factory race car that smashed all the track records before being banned), Frank Duesenberg's
personal car, along with a Cadillac owned by Al Capone. Their website currently lists a 1993 Porsche RS America - Rolex
24 and Sebring 24 hour veteran. The aviation museum is home to a number of the Foundation's smaller aircraft, including an
original Bleriot XI (1909), 1911 Wright "Vin Fiz" (replica), Fokker DR-1 Triplane (replica), PT-17 Stearman (1942), AT-6 Texan (1945),
UC-78 Bobcat (1943), TBM Avenger (1945), Fiesler FI-156 Storch (1943), and a T-33 Shooting Star (1948). You can learn much more
about the Collings Foundation’s Stow collection, as well as the national touring schedule of their famous restored B-17, B-24, and
B-29 aircraft by going to their website at www.collingsfoundation.org.
Please note that our tour group size is limited to 80 people and we need to confi rm a headcount prior to our tour date. 
 Please send an email to Steve Ross at SLR944@AOL.COM to reserve your spot (please indicate how many people in your group), if 
after the April 19th deadline,  please bring the $10 late fee to the event.

Visit to the Collings Foundation, Stow MA - May 6th @ 10:00AM
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2012 Zone 1 Rally and Concours 
Registration Form 

Participant Information:

Concours Entrant/Rally Driver___________________________ 

Entrant Address_______________________________________ 

City_________________________State____Zip Code________ 

Phone __________________________Region_______________ 

Email (Print neatly)____________________________________ 

Concours Co-Entrant/Rally Navigator______________________ 

Car Model_________Year______Color_______Body Style____ 

We are entering the following events (please check those that apply). 

Concours Full_______________People’s choice__________ 

Rally (Yes or No)_____________ 

Pricing Information (dates are postmarks):
Concours only-$30 per car until May 7th or $40 the day of the event 
Rally only $30 per car until May 7th or $40 the day of the event 
Concours and Rally combo $45  pre-registration only  

Dinner Selection:
Dante’s Favorite  
Choice of: 
Jamaican Spicy or  
Bar-B-Que Chicken, 
Pulled Pork Sandwiches, 
Choice of 2 Homemade 
Sides & Cornbread 
$17.40  

Firefly Buffet
Award Winning St. Louis 
Ribs and 
Choice of: Jamaican Spicy  
or Bar-B-Que Chicken, 
Choice of 2 Homemade 
Sides& Cornbread 
$18.60

S.W.A.T. Buffet
Bar-B-Que Chicken, 
Choice of two: Pulled Pork,  
Pulled Chicken, Chopped 
Beef Brisket, or Spicy Pork 
Chorizo,
Choice of 2 Homemade 
Sides & Cornbread 
$20.00

Summary and Totals:

# People  Event    Dollars (US funds) 

________ Concours Fee   $_____________ 

________ Rally Fee    $_____________ 

________ Combo Fee    $_____________ 

________ Dinner Fee    $_____________ meal(s) selected for each person 

Please make checks payable to Zone 1 PCA   Total  $___________ 

Mail to; Steve Ross, 49 Village Brook Lane, Natick MA. 01760 
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AUTOCROSS AT LAST! 
NER AUTOCROSS SERIES EVENT #1 

SPONSORED BY FIREFLY’S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Northeast Region will be kicking off its 2012 season of autocrossing on Sunday May 

20th at the Moore Airfield, a part of the former Fort Devens base.  Autocrossing is a safe and 
accessible introduction to motor sports and a fantastic way to improve on your driving skills.  Also, unlike Driver Education, it is a 
competitive event:  you compete against similar cars by individual timing.  So the entrants at our autocross events are a dynamic 
mix of novices, possibly prepping for going to the track, and veterans who view autocross as their main motor sport.  Note that 
novices can always count on help from the veterans and no one takes it so seriously that it breaks the spirit of camaraderie.  (Well, 
OK, some people do take it pretty seriously --- but they’re still nice!) 
 
Registration opens at 7, closes at 8.  Participants are encouraged to arrive no later than 7:30 to allow plenty of time to clean out 
your car, put on numbers, etc.  Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet.   You can order 
a sub for $5 or you can bring your own food --- we have water but its a good idea to bring your own drinks too (it can get very 
warm on a sunny day at an airstrip!).  
 
You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event. 
 
The cost for the day is $40 for members, $50 for non-members if you register online by Wednesday May 16th at midnite.  Day of 
event registration is $60 for members.  (Yes, that is a little harsh --- we are training people to sign up online.  DDay of event 
registration will no longer be available starting with our third event --- you must sign up online in advance.)   Additionally, 
members may sign up for all 5 NER Autocross Series events in advance for $160 (a $40 savings).     
 
Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate via the 
PCA Junior Participation program.  This requires that a waiver be signed by both parents and one parent must attend the event.  
Contact the Registrar for further details. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at this first event.  Questions:  contact AX Co-Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com).  
For registration information, contact Autocross Registrar Jon Cowen (autocrossreg@porschenet.com).   
 
Directions to Fort Devens 

From I495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West.  After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. 
At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on Route 2A 
by bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines. 
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Exclusive Driving Experience - May 19th & 20th, 2012
Guardian Angel Motorsports is proud to announce that we will be hosting a Charity Driving Event and Social Gala at Monticello 
Motor Club (“MMC”).  Proceeds from the event will provide much needed help for Guardian Angel's Kids in Need as well as desig-
nated children's charities in the Sullivan County area.  

This 2-day event will be held on Saturday May 19th and Sunday May 20th with two run groups available, Touring and Advanced. 
Each run group will receive a minimum of 3 hours of driving time per day. Please note: Touring drivers not Solo qualifi ed must 
arrange for an instructor through Guardian Angel Motorsports prior to the event. There will be a nominal fee assessed for instruc-
tors. Additionally, MMC requires all drivers to be signed off  by an MMC approved instructor prior to running in the Advanced 
group.

As an additional attraction for the car enthusiast in you, the Challenge Car Racing Association (“CCRA”) will be hosting a Ferrari 
Race weekend at MMC during our event.  This is your opportunity to see 20+ Ferrari’s up close and personal as they scream around 
Monticello Motor Club’s 4.1 mile circuit.   

To top off  the weekend, Guardian Angels Motorsports and Monticello Motor Club will be hosting a Black Tie cocktail and dinner 
party featuring silent auction items at an exclusive restaurant.

Highlights of the event:
• A total of 12 hours of track time split between two run groups over just two days.
• Private coaching from Grand Am Drivers (additional hourly fee for charity, also tax deductible)
• Touring Laps for your non-driving guests  
• Full buff et lunch 
• Open passing in the Advance group.  Point bys recommended but not required.  (This is a lot of fun.) 
• Black Tie Gala on Saturday night
• Special room rate of $124.00 a night plus tax at the Courtyard by Marriott in Middletown, NY for your stay.
 Please reference “2012 Gala” when booking.

As many of you may already know, Monticello Motor Club is a private membership only club and this will be your unique opportu-
nity to enjoy the amenities and driving experience Monticello Motor Club has to off er!

All this excitement for just $2,500 per driver and $250 for your non-driving guests (which includes Gala Dinner, lunches and taste 
of the track activities.) Guardian Angel Motorsports is a 501c3 Charity all fees are tax deductible.  

This will be an extremely limited and exclusive event.  We are capping registration at 45 drivers.  This event will be off ered to PCA, 
FCA and BMW clubs across the North East. This email is your exclusive chance to register before the event is off ered to the clubs. 
 
When you consider the exclusivity of Monticello Motor Club, the quality of the driving experience, the available hours of track time 
and the fact that you will be directly helping Kids in Need, this will be the most rewarding track event this year.  The Gala will also 
be fi rst class and a great chance to share a track day with your signifi cant other.  

For information about Guardian Angel Motorsports and to register for the event, please visit  
www.guardianangelmotorsports.com and click on the red donate button.

Advertisement
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Tech Session at KMC - June 10th 10:00 AM 

Northeast Region PCA will have a tech session at KMC (Kachel Motor Company), 425 CANAL ST.  SOUTH LAWRENCE, MA.
where Tim Kachel will demonstrate his chassis dyno and explain the services his staff  perform on Porsches.

 He will also answer your questions, so please forward them to Steve Ross along with an RSVP that you attending. Email to 
SLR944@AOL.COM
 
Coff ee and munchies will be available and lunch will be serviced around noon, after we are done.
.kmcauto.com/about_us.html. For more information on KMC visit them at  kmcauto.com/about_us.html   
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Copy by Steve Ross and photos by Adrianne Ross

Prescott presents the grand prize.

Prescott Kelly Visits - and Administrates a Quiz

Steve Ross and Prescott Kelly. 

Northeast Region members were privileged to have 
Porsche guru Prescott Kelly, a member of Connecticut 
Valley Region of PCA, a former National President, 

vintage car racer, and commentator at many venues including 
club races and Rennsport Reunions, speak to more than 50 
region members about Ferdinand Porsche’s legacy from 1900 
thru the early ‘50s.
   Prescott started with Porsche’s fi rst invention as a 15-year-old, 
with which he managed to carry out an electrical experiment 
that provided light to the Porsche home in 1890, when such 
a luxury was unheard of in private homes. Soon after he was 
off ered a part-time student education and the ability to experi-
ment on technical issues at the Bela Egger University.
   Soon afterward, the Lohner Company approached the young 
Porsche with a request to produce an electric car; remember 
this was in 1900 when cars were just starting to see the light of 
day. What came about was the Lohner-Porsche weighing 4,000 
lbs, of which 3,000 lbs was the battery weight. In a precursor 
to the new 918, the wheels were driven by electric motors that 
allowed fl ying along at an amazing 23 mph, which could be 
adjusted for racing to 37 mph.
   After the First World War, in 1922, Porsche designed the Sas-
cha, a small sports car that reached 89 mph. After being turned 
down by the Daimler factory in Austria, he joined the branch 
in Stuttgart, where in 1924 he developed a supercharged 
Mercedes that beat the favored Alfa Romeos to win the Targa 
Florio.
In the late ‘30s the German government asked Porsche to cre-
ate a people’s car, which became the well-known Volkswagen 
after the war.
   Also in the ‘30s the government was determined to win the 
F1 championship, so subsidized both Porsche working for 
Auto Union (later merged into Audi) and Mercedes Benz. From 
this start came the fantastic Auto Union racecars, with rear-
mounted 12-cylinder supercharged engines, running highly 
explosive fuel, and reaching then unheard of speeds near 200 
mph on skinny tires. The racing battles between Auto Union, 
Mercedes and the Italian Alfas raged up until the Second World 
War began.
   After the war Porsche was arrested and imprisoned by the 
French and his designs, done prior to his incarceration, pro-
duced the famous Cisitalia racecar, which provided the ransom 
money for his release.
Finally after all this he was able to begin design and produc-
tion of his fi rst cars, fi rst in Austria and then back in Stuttgart 
with the help of his son Ferry, Karl Rabe and many other loyal 
workers.
   Sadly, Porsche died in 1951, but he had seen the start of the 
great company we now have producing our cars.
   After the talk Prescott held a quiz on the information pre-
sented, Tom Frisardi won it and received a vintage race poster 
as a prize.
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The Panera crowd.

True confession time. I am a Panera junky. I probably could 
eat there on a daily basis and if someone tracked my 
panera fob on my keychain they would realize I come 

mighty close to that. Earlier this week I took one of my nonstop 
15 hour roadtrips from North Carolina and I deftly coordinated 
lunch at a Panera in Virginia and dinner at a Panera in Pennsyl-
vania. So noone was more delighted than me to see that our 
Porsche club had planned one of our popular spontaneous 
dinners at a Panera in Natick (closer driving distance to my home 
in Hopkinton). Great food plus spending time with some of my 
fellow members - win win situation. Our gracious host was David 
Peterman, one of our members who also happens to own a few 
Paneras (as opposed to Panameras).
   We had a nice healthy turnout of about 15 people includ-
ing a few new converts to Panera. Penn and Emily Young were 
fi rst-timers and couldn’t believe they had never experienced a 
Panera. And they were doubly happy to fi nd out they could get 
a free Panera card that could be scanned every time they came 
back - which would entail them to an occasional free surprise 
goodie.  I still remember the fi rst time I ordered a sandwich and 
was told I could also get a free smoothie! How cool is that?
   These spontaneous dinners add another dimension to what 
our club off ers - a chance to have a casual relaxing time getting 
to know some other members. David Peterman knew at age 16 
he wanted to work at a restaurant. He ended up as a manager 
of Burger King and from there worked his way up to executive 
level at Taco Bell. Then he became SVP of Au Bon Pain and when 
the opportunity arose he bought his fi rst Panera in Framingham, 
picking up a few more over the years in Massachusetts. This man 
recognized a good sandwich! Who among us doesn’t appreciate 
a killer sandwich? It is really all about the bread - did you know 
that they cannot open a Panera if it is located too far from the lo-
cation where they truck in the daily baked bread? He also could 
eat at Panera every day, but is quick to add that his signifi cant 
other is a fabulous cook and that would always be his fi rst choice. 
We will see him at the Ramble and a number of track events in 
our upcoming driving season. Thanks Dave for a lovely time!

Copy and photo by Amy Ambrose

Panera Spontaneous Dinner
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I really should learn how to play poker. Or at the very least 
buy a few lottery tickets. The universe seems to be on my 
side when it comes to timing. Or call it karma or God’s will; 

I will take all of the above.  My good bud, Peter Bourassa, told 
me a couple of months ago that I really need to experience the 
Amelia Island Concours someday. Well, why not now? Any of 
these new events are always made more appealing when I am 
going with friends who can show me the ropes. Peter said he 
always drives down and why don’t I just follow him down to 
Florida in my car? It sure seemed like a good idea at the time! 
Once there I was informed by a number of people that we do 
have something called airplanes now. But how could it be an 
adventure if there isn’t some pain — in my case, lower back 
pain. That vaporized once I saw the Florida sunshine — not 
that we haven’t had more than our share this winter in Boston. 
The regular guys were all staying at the Days Inn, which they 
kept stressing was clean — kind of like when you list a house 
on MLS that needs repair and call it “charming.” I was meeting 
my friend Sandy Cotterman down there and she had attended 
last year, Days Inn and all. She also told me it was clean, but she 
wanted to bring her sleeping bag, extra sheets and probably 
just leave her luggage in her trunk, going out occasionally to 
grab a change of clothes.  I didn’t want to be a snob so I signed 
up for their regular Days Inn program.  Enroute in my car fol-
lowing Peter ‘round about South Carolina, Sandy called me and 
said she had a change of heart with hotels. Did I mind if we 
moved over to the four-star Plantation Resort where they hold 
the Goodings Auction? We had to decide in three minutes, 
since they had one cancellation and a waiting list. Price was 
what is posted on the door that no one ever has to pay, but 
neither of us needed any more than 10 seconds to decide. We’ll 
take it!  Worth it to be able to bring my luggage into the room. 
Plus my camping days ended in third grade when I stitched my 
camping badge onto my Girl Scout sash. The stars sure lined up 
for us when Sandy phoned the Plantation at that precise mo-
ment! What are the odds of that?
   The Amelia Island Concours isn’t merely a venue for getting 
up close and personal with 30 million dollar Ferraris. With all 

the options for activities happening simultaneously, Sandy and 
I had a diffi  cult time deciding how best to use our time.  When 
we registered we signed up for the now sold-out panel discus-
sions — one with retired racers ranging from Brian Redman to 
Vic Elford to Sam Posey, and another where they discussed the 
battle between Cobra and Ferrari. Waiting for the fi rst one to 
start, Sandy said, “Hey, do you want to test drive some cars?” 
All the best marques were in evidence and had lined up every 
top model they allowed anyone to drive — they let us! I had a 
secret agenda of getting Sandy behind the wheel of the new 
Porsche 991.  Just as I predicted, she preferred it to the AMG 
and the Lamborghini.
   After the seminars (held at the Ritz ballrooms due to the 
massive interest), we roamed around outside again. Sandy was 
on a mission to fi nd where all the concours cars were hiding. 
Where were they keeping them? Golf carts were the common 
form of transportation (as well as our shuttle from Plantation 
to Ritz) and one of the volunteer golf cart drivers honed in 
on our confused wanderings. He pulled over to ask what we 
were looking for.  Sandy told him we wanted to see behind 
the scenes and he said to hop in and he would show us! His 
name was Paul Beck and he is a Porsche man!  He is a member 
of NCR, lives in NH in summer and winters in Florida — and we 
have mutual friends. Of all the golf carts zipping by and he was 
the one who stopped. Serendipitous!  He zoomed us back be-
hind the Ritz through a locked gate and voila there were rows 
and rows of transports. Then he said, “Do you want to get into 
the garage too?” Of course!  So we drove down under the Ritz 
to look at millions and millions of dollars worth of cars parked 
inches from each other to make use of the limited space. We 
got out of the cart and just dazedly walked around in a sensory 
overload fog.
   The next day, Sunday, was the showcase of the weekend — 
the concours on the Ritz golf course. Weather was stupendous, 
75 degrees and sunny with an occasional light wafting breeze 
off  the ocean. Again the sensory overload struck. I was snap-
ping pics and posting to Facebook as fast as I could because 
I wanted all my friends to share this awesome experience. I 

Copy and photos by Amy Ambrose

Amy Appreciates an Amble Around Amilia

Amy takes out the Lambo.

Amy, Charlie Nearburg and Sandy.
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personally am a track junkie so the driving events take prece-
dence in my book, but I must say this is a whole other aspect 
of the car world everyone should attend someday.  Walking 
around for a few hours did take its toll on our feet so we fi gured 
we’d just call Paul and have him drive us around again. We ren-
dezvoused at the Prince of Sweden’s Ferrari and he asked if we 
had met the fastest man alive yet.  I thought we had seen and 
met everyone! He whisked us to the other side of the fi eld and 
introduced us to Charlie Nearburg, who, according to his shirt, 
had driven 414 mph. If that isn’t ending the day on a high note 
I don’t know what else could top that.
   True to the regular attendees’ predictions, the place cleared 
out moments after the last award was given out. Sandy and I 
had decided to stay that night and since everyone had checked 
out we were able to move on over to the Ritz. Thought we 
might just have a nice quiet evening at the Ritz before return-
ing to reality and work the following morning. We took a stroll 
on the beach and then relaxed in the Jacuzzi, thinking to 
check out the spa. Rounding the corner to the spa in the hotel 
hallway we almost ran into a small crowd of people who had a 
serious air about them. We allowed them to pass us and then 
we looked at each other and burst out laughing at the exact 
same moment. You see, in the midst of that group was Oprah. 
We just didn’t expect to see her so we were taken off  guard. 
She was there and then she was whisked off  and was gone. 
I looked around at all the other guests in the hallway and no 
one else had noticed a thing; it was one of those strange, sur-
real moments. What were the odds we would walk by at that 
precise second?
   Who knows what will happen next year when we descend 
upon Amelia Island?  One thing for sure is that our timing 
couldn’t have been any better from hotel reservation… to 
our personal golf cart chauff eur… to meeting the fastest man 
alive… all the way to an Oprah sighting. What is Mega Millions 
up to now?

musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 
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The new Porsche Boxster
Lighter and more fuel-effi  cient, faster and more agile — 
with an all-new lightweight design body and completely 

revamped chassis, the latest generation of the Boxster is set-
ting new top scores for Porsche Intelligent Performance. Con-
siderably lower weight, a longer wheelbase, a wider track and 
larger wheels signifi cantly enhance the mid-engine sportscar’s 
driving dynamics yet further, already far and away the best in 
its class, supported byte new electro-mechanical power steer-
ing. As an additional boost to driving dynamics, Porsche off ers 
the Sport Chrono Package as an optional extra for the Boxster, 
featuring dynamic transmission mounts for the fi rst time. Also 
new in the Boxster is Porsche Torque Vectoring (PTV) with me-
chanical rear axle diff erential lock.
   The new Boxsters boast superior performance as well as be-
ing up to 15 per cent more fuel-effi  cient. They boast ultra-mod-
ern, direct fuel injection, six-cylinder engines and all variants 
get by with less than nine liters of fuel per 100 kilometers, the 
Boxster with PDK even managing with less than eight liters. The 
most important data at a glance:
Boxster 
   2.7-litre boxer engine with 265 hp (195 kW); rear-wheel drive;
   Six-speed manual transmission; optional seven-speed 
Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe (PDK);
   Acceleration 0 – 100 km/h in 5.8 seconds; with PDK in 5.7 
seconds (5.5 seconds with Sport Chrono Package);
   Top speed 264 km/h, with PDK 262 km/h;
   Fuel consumption (NEDC) 8.2 l/100 km, CO2 192 g/km; with 
PDK 7.7 l/100 km CO2 180 g/km.
Boxster S 
   3.4-litre boxer engine with 315 hp (232 kW); rear-wheel drive;
   Six-speed manual transmission, optional seven-speed 
Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe (PDK);
   Acceleration 0 – 100 km/h in 5.1 seconds, with PDK in 5.0 
seconds (4.8 seconds with Sport Chrono Package);
   Top speed 279 km/h; with PDK 277 km/h;
   Fuel consumption (NEDC) 8.8 l/100 km, CO2 206 g/km; with 
PDK 8.0 l/100 km CO2 188 g/km.
   Never before in the history of the Porsche Boxster was a 
change of generation so comprehensive and so clearly appar-
ent at fi rst glance: the change in proportions is a lasting one. 
For example, the wheelbase has increased by 60 millimeters 
and the front track width by up to 40 millimeters and at the 
rear by up to 18 millimeters, as a result of which the wheels 
align fl ush with the body. The windscreen is fl atter and set 
approximately 100 millimeters further forward; all in all the 
Boxster is up to 13 millimeters lower. 
   Together with its convertible top line extended far to the 
back, the new Boxster cuts a very elegant silhouette. Another 
factor contributing to its sportier appearance is that the body 
is a mere 32 millimeters longer than before, while at the same 
time the overhang at the front has been reduced by 27 mil-

limeters — the Boxster remains the compact roadster.
   Typical of the enhanced design is the shoulder line, which 
runs from the strongly upward curving front wing into the rear 
side section and which also accommodates the exterior mir-
rors, now in the vicinity of the upper edge of the door. Particu-
larly expressive and characteristic is the new dynamic inden-
tation in the door, which guides the intake air to the striking 
intake in the rear side section: you can see where the roadster’s 
heart beats. The more distinctive shapes of the wings, doors, 
intake air guide and top further accentuate the wheel housing. 
The newly designed, larger alloy wheels emphasize the car’s 
dynamics even when it is stationary. The Boxster comes with 
18-inch wheels featured as standard; the Boxster S is equipped 
with even more imposing 19-inch format wheels — each with 
its own individual design. 20-inch wheels are available as an 
optional extra.
   The new Boxster’s front end is dominated by the large lateral 
radiator openings and the headlights. Both the halogen head-
lights, standard for the new Boxster, and the new Bi-Xenon 
headlights, standard for the Boxster S, were completely rede-
veloped. The headlights, also redesigned, with daytime driving 
and position lights in LED technology, are integrated above the 
striking air intakes.
   The rear end of the new Boxster models has been completely 
redesigned: there is no longer any convertible top compart-
ment lid, rear wing and lights are linked by a prominent edge 
spanning the entire vehicle width and the central lamp unit 
located beneath it combines the rear fog light and reversing 
lights in one fl at strip. The new taillights, all in LED techno 
-logy, are perfectly integrated into the rear apron, with their 
shape curving around the corner of the car. The redesigned 
tailpipes complete the deep, centered look. This is further em-
phasized by the diff user, which spans the width of the vehicle. 
A characteristic feature of the Boxster is an oval tailpipe; the 
Boxster S has a twin-fl ow, double tailpipe.

Copy and photos by Porsche SE

The New Porsche Boxster
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Copy and photos by Porsche SE

The New Porsche 911 Carrera

More precise, fl atter and sportier 
   At 48, the design of the Porsche 911 Carrera is 
younger than ever: the all-new generation of this 

sports car icon is stepping into the limelight with its fl at, 
stretched silhouette, exciting contours, sharply contoured 
edges and precisely designed details, yet from the very fi rst 
glance it remains unmistakably a 911 Carrera.
The exterior has been completely redesigned — not a single 
line or radius has been left unchanged. What remains is the 
enthralling appeal: true to the 911 Carrera tradition, the distinc-
tive Porsche design language with its tendons and muscles 
exudes power and elegance. 
   The new 911 Carrera design derives from the altered propor-
tions of the sports car. The 100 millimeters (~3.9 in.) longer 
wheelbase, wider front track and reduced height combined 
with the up to 20-inch wheels were an outstanding starting 
point for designing a new Coupé with even more athletic fl air. 
From this starting point, Porsche’s designers have developed 
a new 911 Carrera shape with an ideal height-to-width ratio. 
Without altering the overall width, they have created a sports 
car with an even more solid stance on the road. 
   From every angle, modern design elements combine with 
Porsche’s trademark characteristics to create a fresh and, new 
yet familiar, overall impression. For example, the standard 
Bi-Xenon headlights have been redesigned, but still embody 
the traditional, round headlight look of the 911 Carrera. A 
light-refracting edge on the adjoining front wings accentuates 
their sleeker and more athletic silhouette. The lower-set bonnet 
sandwiched between the wings, on the other hand, references 
Porsche’s classic topography where the front fenders are always 
higher than the hood. 
   Also in keeping with tradition, the new 911 Carrera dispenses 
with a radiator grille in favor of side air intakes — a character-
istic trait of the Porsche rear-engine sports cars. These rede-
signed, bigger intakes are a dominant feature integral to the 
confi dent, sporty and elegant appearance and bear testimony 
to the higher performance of the new 911 Carrera models. The 
headlights have been placed on the outer extremes, and wrap 
around to the sides emphasizing the width of the 911 Carrera’s 
front end. The narrow headlights include LED direction indica-
tors and the daytime running and position lights, giving the 
911 Carrera models a wide, fl at and sporty appearance that 
exudes a distinctive identity and confi dence, day and night. 
   The exterior mirrors of the new 911 Carrera models have been 
completely redesigned and moved: from the mirror triangle to 
the upper edge of the door. They are fl atter in shape and the 
bottom molding is fi nished in black, while multiple eff ects are 
achieved by mounting the mirrors on the upper edge of the 
door: They take their new position and shape from the styling 
of the front end and, together, form a unit. The mirrors have a 
more fi ligree look without restricting the rear view and ac-

centuate the car’s width and the sporty, low-slung look. At the 
same time, they reduce wind noise and drag while helping to 
prevent dirt build-up between the exterior mirrors and side 
windows. 
   All design contours extend from the front to the rear in an 
overtly dynamic fashion. They exude power, dynamics and 
sportiness even at a standstill. The eye-catching precision edge 
on the front fenders continues at the A-pillars and extends 
across the entire roofl ine to the rear. The more convex and 
fl atter windshield contributes to the fl at, fast silhouette. The 
911 Carrera’s typical distinguishing characteristic remains the 
characteristic side window design, now featuring even more 
sharply tapered quarter windows. This preserves the so-called 
Porsche fl yline — the rear-sloping roofl ine that fl ows into the 
rear wheels, highlighting where a 911 Carrera transfers all its 
power to the road. 
   All in all, the new 911 Carrera has an even jauntier, more 
coupé-like character. Sculpture and athleticism are more pro-
nounced than before and give the impression of linear dyna-
mism. The more distinct styling of the fenders and doors lends 
greater emphasis to the wheel arches. They give the car body 
a sporty appearance and provide a highly eff ective contrast 
to the newly designed and larger alloy wheels. The entry-level 
version of the 911 Carrera comes as standard with 19-inch Car-
rera wheels, while 20-inch Carrera S wheels in a new, premium-
quality fi nish are standard on the S model. 
   This process of synthesizing the more sharply defi ned profi le 
and classic 911 Carrera characteristics culminates in the rear-
end design. For the fi rst time, the rear end is subdivided by a 
surrounding edge that extends over the new, strikingly slender 
taillights and across the entire width of the vehicle creating an 
eff ect of added width. This eff ect is further enhanced by the 
muscular shoulder line of the strongly contoured rear quarters, 
with the result that the 911 Carrera’s on-road stance has never 
been wider. Needless to say, there is perfect harmony between 
typical 911 Carrera elements, such as the rear tapered cabin 
body and the rear window. 
   The rear end of the new 911 Carrera models therefore has 
an even more sporty and elegant look. The new and wider 
rear spoiler beneath the engine lid air intakes emphasizes the 
increased power output of the new 911 Carrera models. Unlike 
on previous versions, the rear spoiler is no longer integrated in 
the engine lid, rather is now a separate, wing-style component. 
With a new control and mechanical concept, the rear spoiler 
on models equipped with an external slide/tilt sunroof extends 
out to two diff erent positions depending on whether the slid-
ing sunroof is open or closed, and so adapts perfectly to the 
car’s dynamics. 
   The completely remodeled all-LED taillights integrate per-
fectly and accentuate the transverse orientation of the 911 

continued page 43
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ing to the crew, waiting with baited breath, hanging on my 
every syllable. “It’s a little loose.” I imagine confi dently stating, 
“and the break bias is too far front.”
They all dive onto the car, wanting to make it exactly right. A 
step up from the Formula one crews: tight, professional, exact-
ing.
I stroll into the garage to a pit box full of electronic devices; all 
pegged to monitor the thousands of pieces of information a 
racecar can give out. I’m given a choice seat in the box, talking 
confi dently to the team crew chief, as people serve me mineral 
water in glass bottles, and fi nger sandwiches made the way I 
like them.
The reality is that I have yet to get into a caged car without 
hurting myself, much less gracefully. I can’t even get into the 
passenger seat of a caged car without it turning into a debacle. 
If the car is just loose, I’ll count myself lucky. We have zero to 
no crew as of yet. That means I’ll be on pit lane shagging gas, 
checking tires, and praying for one more good lap out of my 
teammates, or in the car, praying for myself.
Glamorous it won’t be. A hell of a lot of fun — absolutely!

On the Edge- continued from page 6

they only had a FWD version to drive so he brought around a 
new silver automatic. It took longer for the salesman to explain 
the electronics than the demo I got on the last laptop I bought. 
He showed me how I could make a reservation and order drinks 
at a local restaurant before I even started to drive there. I could 
record (burn?) 3,000 songs into the car’s hard-drive from the 
radio, make my own play list, and nobody would ever know. 
I could get real time weather in all 50 states, and I can’t even 
drive to Hawaii. I could see behind me better than looking out 
the back window (but why couldn’t I turn on the rear camera 
when I was moving forward?). Was this a car or really a high-
powered computer with wheels on it?
   The ride with the salesman was very civil, especially after he 
suggested that someone “my age would really get a charge 
out of this car.” His words, not mine. A couple of steady loops 
around the ramp told me that the car was steady but how 
steady I wasn’t really sure. I didn’t want to rattle the salesman; 
he looked like he’d had a long day. When we got back to the 
dealership he found the keys to a stick that magically appeared 
and told me that I could take it out by myself, he was going to 
take a break. Big Mistake.
   Back to the cloverleaf I went with renewed energy. I got it 
looping pretty well but, like all new cars, the terminal condition 
was understeer. Understeer is when you see the tree as you hit 
it, oversteer is when you can only hear the tree when you hit it. 
After six ramps I had a good handle on the G37 and was able to 
make the tires sing their song all the way around. I didn’t want 
to take the all print off  the sidewalls so back I went. I did discov-
er a digital readout on the dash that told me that I had enough 
gas for only 26 miles when I pulled out of the lot. Since it was 
only two miles to the interstate and the ramps were short I was 
surprised to see that it only had two miles remaining when 
I returned. I guess that drifting under full throttle isn’t good 
for gas mileage. I never knew that. I also learned some other 
things: at high RPM the V6 up front made a noise like a washing 
machine, an old washing machine; everything in my garage 
handles better than this ride; the Japanese don’t price their cars 
like Porsches and BMWs; the base price was $44,200 and all the 
music, nav screens and chrome rear spoilers only added $8,200 
or 18%. No wonder they sell so many cars here.
   With my new car enthusiasm quenched for another year I 
hopped back in my 400 hp Audi all-wheel drive RS4 and tiptoed 
out of the lot. No sense leaving the salesman with a bad im-
pression of old guys. KTF

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

(minimum) class BC or ABC fi re extinguisher be mounted in a 
metal bracket and bolted to a metal surface, although some 
regions allow a one-time exemption from this requirement 
for the fi rst event a driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region’s requirements.
In summary:
Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to enter.
   Go to the host’s website and locate links to Driver Education.
   Go to their registration site and register for events. Pay on-line 
or forward a check to the host region. Have a fi re extinguisher 
installed in your car (if that is required by the host region). 
Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds SA2005 
orM2005 (or K2005). Download a tech inspection form a couple 
of weeks before the event. Locate a nearby tech inspector from 
your home region’s website.
   Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you will 
need it at the event. Read the articles on what to expect and 
what to bring that appear on our website.
   Come to the track and have fun.

What is Driver’s Education -  continued from page 23

Carrera’s rear end. The redesigned tailpipes provide the visual 
fi nishing touches. The twin-fl ow exhaust system of the 911 
Carrera is identifi able by the single tailpipes. The quad-fl ow 
exhaust system of the 911 Carrera S, on the other hand, has 
two round twin tail pipes.

911-  continued from page 40
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feet could reach the pedals. I may as well tell all my secrets 
now: the registry and the airport will both be lying in wait for 
me anyway. I have a fl awless driving record. I have never caused 
an accident. I’ve never been arrested for speeding, although I 
know I should have been on a number of occasions. Why they 
would not grant me an extension on my license didn’t make 
any sense to me. Other states send reminders and grant exten-
sions, but Massachusetts will only do that for you if you’re in 
the military. 
   Fortunately, Florida is friendly. Florida also has a registry 
system that defi es comparison. There are four separate “license 
only” offi  ces in Naples alone. (There are other offi  ces for all 
other motor vehicle issues.) I called the one closest to my home 
and the woman asked me how much evidence I had with me to 
prove my identity and that I was a property owner. My answer: 
“Not much.” She said to bring in what I had and she’d make it 
work. She did. When I got there, the registry had no lines and 
all four women behind the counters smiled. Ah, the Twilight 
Zone. I ended up with a temporary license, but it would keep 
me legal if I got stopped. After a slight hesitation by the car 
rental agency concerning the validity of a paper license, which 
made my heart sink for about 12 seconds, I was approved and 
on my way.
   Overall, southerners are pretty nice. The car agency’s owner 
not only gave me a better price than I originally had negoti-
ated, he threw in permission for me to drop the car off  at the 
airport. He also off ered to come to my address and bring me to 
the car when it was ready. Yup. That would almost happen here.
   So it’s now the third day of my vacation, and I’m driving and 
all seems good, until my sister calls and informs me that my 
passport — yes, you guessed it — had expired… on January 
28th. 
   So, get up again, my friends, dig out your passports, and 
check the dates.
   If you’re wondering about my presence of mind right about 
now, yes, the idea of two expired IDs is a little embarrassing. 
However, in the interest of a public service announcement to 
you all, I’m willing to look ridiculous.
   Every time I paid for something with a check and had to 
show my license, I held my breath. And since this was the year 
I was dealing with contractors and making improvements, that 
happened more than usual. And, of course, no one at home 
ever asks for your license when you pay with a credit card, even 
though I thank them when they do, but this time my license 
was requested more than not. 
   Once all the improvements were accomplished, or at least in 
the queue, I did get to enjoy myself. One of the fun things I did 
while I was there was test drive a new 991. I had seen it down-
town at the annual car show in Agate Gray and I’ll tell you it is 
one gorgeous car. I followed it home to the dealer showroom. 
Almost every car I’ve ever purchased was in the showroom, so I 
took this as a sign. I wasn’t sure that I would be allowed to drive 

it with a temporary Florida license. The salesman (Phillipe) asked 
if it was legal, and I said yes. I did have a few misgivings about 
the extent of its legality, but apparently that answer and my 
PCA/NER board card got me in the driver’s seat so quickly that 
visions of contact with a palm tree were fl eeting. I was immedi-
ately taken with the feel and look of the interior, just as classy as 
the exterior. I really like the black air intakes on the front. I like 
the lower longer look in the back and the smaller taillights. The 
seats were so comfortable. The gauges are all in the right places 
and easy to decipher. The windshield seems larger with more 
of a curve giving the driver a better view. The sunroof is a little 
funky, but not when viewed from outside the car. Phillipe in-
sisted that the sunroof is noise free. Sadly it is not. One of these 
days someone will make one that is, but that has not happened 
yet. When you drive in sport mode, the engine shuts off  at stop-
lights and comes back on when you take your foot off  the brake. 
That took a few minutes to get used to. It cornered expertly. All 
in all, let’s just say it’s a very sophisticated yet aggressive looking 
rocket ship. It is defi nitely my next car.                                                           
   I hope a lot of you got to attend one of the launches here in 
the Boston area so you know exactly what I’m talking about!
   When it was time to come home, the only worry left was to 
get through airport security. The TSA website says they ac-
cept birth certifi cates, but reserve the right to delay you while 
checking your information. I had one in my back pocket just in 
case. I left early for the airport because I had a potential snafu at 
Enterprise. The car I rented had a number of “blemishes” when I 
rented it, but a beggar can’t be choosy. I was happy to be driv-
ing — anything!!! I didn’t get accused of causing the dents and 
dings. One down. Now on to security. The woman looked at my 
license for a long time. She 
checked the front, then the 
back, and then the front 
again. It didn’t look promis-
ing, but then she looked 
up and spoke the magic 
words, “You’re all set.” Two 
down. Now for a safe fi ght 
home. Three for three.
   After a 90-minute wait at 
the Registry, all is back to 
normal. The license arrived 
in the mail yesterday, and 
the passport should be 
here shortly.
   In the meantime, I plan to 
get out and enjoy my car, 
and I hope you do as well!
   You can contact me at 
vhy4167@hotmail.com

Under the Radar -  continued from page 11
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The new 911

Yes indeedy! 

when we were fi nally turned loose to just lap. And, of course, 
I was right. I passed one of them but then couldn’t lose him 
so let him by, then couldn’t quite keep up. In particular, I kept 
making mistakes by watching him and missing a braking point 
or some such. Youth was served. (The instructors kept telling 
me they had classes for old guys in the Formula Car racing se-
ries — $4,000 a day — and that I would be great. Do you think 
perhaps they have an incentive to over-state your skill level?)
   Complaints about the school:  each day we got there at 8:00, 
and it was a little frustrating how small a percentage of our 
time was actually driving. Certainly there was the need for 
some classroom stuff  (and, for the most part it was well done), 
but some of the classroom stuff  was more pitched to being 
able to say it was a “racing school” rather than a “driving school.” 
I didn’t really need an hour talking about how to race in the 
rain. And while I understand that we needed to share the track 
with the Miata class from a fi nancial-track-rental standpoint, 
there was a lot of time when no one was on the track and all 
those nice cars were just sitting there taunting me. On our last 
day we were done at 3:00pm — no excuse for that in my mind.
   Would I recommend the school? I haven’t researched what 
other schools might be available but you can pay as little as 
$2,800 for the school I did (depending on date, track, etc.) and, 
while that’s more than the $40 we charge at autocross, it isn’t 
crazy for three days of driving someone else’s really cool car 
and bonding with like-minded folks.
 

Bill Seymour
Activities@Porschenet.com

Bill’s ride! 

Under the Radar -  continued from previous The Long and Winding Road-  continued from page 12
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MarketplaceFor Sale 

2001 Boxster S, 50Kmi, Lapis Blue, Removable hardtop, Tip. I have owned for 
7 years and have records for that time period. Clean inside & out. No issues. 
Asking $17,000. James Smith,  jm.smith23@hotmail.com, Cell 617-293-4834 
2004 (3/12)
GT3, Red w/black interior. “J” Class, numerous wins. 12,000 miles, excellent 
condition inside and out. Full cage, RaceTech seat, Moton Club Sport adjust-
able shocks. Cup mono balls, shifter, cables, clutch and rotors. OEM muffl  ers 
and straight pipes. Spare Fikses and wets. Sure Shift sequential shift light. AMB 
transponder and in-car display. In-car RaceCam. Maintained by EPE. $59,000.   
Barry.Brensinger@LBPA.com. 603-6225450. (1/12)
2007 Audi RS4.  Black with gray leather interior.  All available options and 
Audi updates.  Excellent condition inside and out.  54,000 miles, never tracked.  
$40,000.   Barry.Brensinger@lbpa.com. 603-6225450. (1/12)

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement 
by this publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. 
The NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertis-
ing submitted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th 
of each month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or 
Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. 
Ads will run for two months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad 
send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six 
lines - it’s not necessary to mention every detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer 
will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.

David Bell
Somerville, MA
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2000 911

Scott Darragh
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