
theast Region Porsche Club of America    Northeast Region Porsche Club of America    Northeast Region Porsche Club of America    Northeast Region Porsche Club of Amer

UARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012   FEBRUARY 2012





Cover Photo 
Courtesy PCNA

The NOR’EASTER (ISSN-0199-4425) is published
monthly for an annual fee of $15.00 by the Porsche
Club of America, Northeast Region at PO Box 409,
West Boxford, MA 01885. Periodicals postage paid
at West Boxford, MA and at additional mailing
offi  ces.
Postmaster: Send address changes to:
The NOR’EASTER

PO Box 409

West Boxford, MA 01885

All communications should be directed to the
editor. Permission is granted to reproduce any
material publishedherein, provided the full

credit is given the NOR’EASTER and the author. No
material may be reproduced if the NOR’EASTER
was given the right to publish another
publications material. 
They reserve all rights to that material.
Editor Adrianne Ross
Graphic Designer Susana Weber
Copy Editor John Koenig
Advertising Mgr. Susana Weber
Advertising - Advertising is inserted on a prepaid
basis. Discounts are off ered for three months (5%),
six months (10%), and one year (15%). Copy 
should be supplied photo ready or

equivalent. All advertising inquiries and all
advertising copy should be submitted to: Susana
Weber, POBox 409, W. Boxford, MA 01885, Phone
978-352-6601(business hours please). All checks
payable to NER/PCA
Advertising Rates

Full page - $104/issue
Inside front & back cover, full pg. - $144/issue
Back cover, 2/3 pg, - $114/issue
Half page - $83/issue
One third page - $68/issue
Quarter page - $52/issue
Business card - $37/issue

4    On the Edge
5    On the Loud Pedal
7    Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
8    Minutes Of The Board
9    Under the Radar
10  Around the Cones
11  The Long and Winding Road
12  Don’t Lift
13  Improving and Maintaining Excellence

   8   Anniversaries
14   Calendar
44  New Members
45   Marketplace 
46   Board of Directors
        and Committee Chairs

14  An Evening with Prescott Kelly
15  RESUBSCRIBE!
16   Ground School

18   Cooking School in York

20  NER Auto Cross (AX) School

22   Newcomers Meeting

23    Novice  Day and DE at NHMS
24   What is Driver’s Education
28   The 2012 Ramble 
30  Visit to the Collings Foundation 

32   It Really WAS Better Then

36  Paul Russell and Co. - A Report
40  On the Road with Kevin Buckler 32

28

30

Writing and opinions expressed by the con-
tributors in The NOR’EASTER do not necessarily 
represent those of the Porsche Club of America, 
or any of their subsidiaries, or regions. 



page 4 N O R E A S T E R

On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

I’m off  to Daytona later this week. Of course the 
trip will be done by the time everyone gets this, 

but I’m excited to be going to my second Rolex 
24 Hours at Daytona. It should be spectacular as 
it’s the 50th anniversary of the race, everybody is 
going, and there’s a bunch of activities planned. 
   Paddock access is a special thing in a race of this 
magnitude. The tension, excitement and happi-
ness is palpable. 1000 people spread out in rigs, 
garages, and RV’s, all there for what feels like a 
celebration of life. People from the snowy areas 
get to feel the warm Florida Sun on their faces. 
Engineers, mechanics, techs, and designers get to 
debut the product of the past years’ gleanings of 
information, and learning. They’ve put forth the 
very best car that they can, and are ready to put 
it through an entire season worth of racing in the 
span of 24 hours. Things will go wrong, that’s how 
this race goes. But it’s your ability to overcome 
those obstacles that win this race. There’s a sense 
of unfl inching determination to get through the 
other side of that long dark night, and come out 

victorious. 
   It’s all a competition. From the guy who helps 
out with the driver’s change, to the drivers, to 
the design team. All function as one winning or 
losing unit. A fraternal bond, stronger sometimes 
than blood emerges in the pits, through the 
struggle and in the glory. 
   Team to team, man to man, competitor or 
follower, we’re all there for one of the greatest 
experiences in racing. For some of these people 
racing is not only what they do. It’s who they are. 
They feel like a square block that has found its 
square hole, a place for them, in a society that un-
derstands and embraces them. It’s understanding 
the language of the hands that only drivers can 
spot halfway across an airport. That hand moving 
in front of a hand, mimicking a pass, or takeover 
at the apex, on the straight, or up against the 
wall. 
   All at once we descend on this little town in 
Florida (who gets more than it’s share of visitors 
for some reason). We gather in the paddock at 
oh-my-god-thirty in the morning to share this 

In This Issue...

We meet one of the great Dames of the 
motorsports world.  She was a blast, with 

some amazing stories. 
   Then we take a tour of Paul Russell. This is 
where subscribership pays off . You see, I was 
the only person allowed to take pictures, and 
promised that they wouldn’t go online. So - if 
you downloaded this issue, and it’s missing 
some pics in the Paul Russell Article, that would 
be why. 
   You should subscribe :) This is your last chance 
for the year!! If you joined in 2011, and have 
been getting the NOR’EASTER as a gift, that will 
end come March.
  I had a meeting on the run with Kevin Buckler. 
He’s the head of one of the best Porsche Race 
teams in this country. Check it out, he’s old-
school, hard-core PCA. And a Pretty nice guy. 

one celebration of life and motorsports together. 
And competition or not, we’re all so happy to be 
there that it’s all warm and fuzzy, friendly and 
happy. 
   I love this race. 
   It opens the season, and somehow the skies in 
my little world get brighter. 
   Amy, and Sandy and I will be together again at 
Daytona for lots of adventures. I’ll also be with 
10-15 other NER/PCAers. It’s really pretty cool that 
this huge contingent of us can all go together. If 
you’d like to come next year, tag us at an event, 
and talk to us about it. Last year I got to follow 
it up immediately with the fi rst Club Race of the 
Season - the 48 Hours of Sebring.  I fl ew home 
from Daytona, shoveled snow for two days, 
scrambled when Jet Blue canceled my fl ight 3 
days in advance, hopped on board US Air, and off  
to Tampa I went. 
   It was a completely amazing week, but I learned 
something very important. It was a little too 
much. Just a hair’s breadth mind you. But enough 

for me to be - less thrilled than I could have 
been, which was a shame. So this year, no 
Sebring - BUT come talk to me about the 24 
Hours of LeMons. (That’s right lemons!)

Things will go wrong, that’s how this race goes. 

But it’s your ability to overcome those obstacles 

that win this race.
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screamed up the hill, past the fl agpoles, and 
started heading downhill toward ”the Bowl.” This 
guy’s foot was still fl at on the fl oor and the track 
was about to disappear around a big 180-degree 
left-hander. My mind was screaming to hit the 
brakes. I was positive if we did not, we were toast. 
But this guy was still accelerating. I did every-
thing I could to look left out of my helmet to see 
if he was still breathing. Finally, his foot fi nally 
comes off  the loud pedal and fi nds the one in the 
middle. The panic eased and I knew I was go-
ing to live. Crap, just as quickly as he got on the 
brakes he was off  them and back on the gas. You 
have got to be kidding me! Nope, he was back 
on the loud pedal and sending that car through 
“the Bowl” just as neat as you can. As I said before, 
these are very capable cars. Driver Education is 
a great place to see just how great they are. That 
was nine years ago in a car that was eight years 
old. Today’s car would be even faster, but would 
we be any better a driver for it? That is a whole 
diff erent article. 

      There are plenty of activities we all do 
that have that moment of pure bliss: a 
golfer’s perfect swing, a skier’s cleanest 
run of the day or a Porsche driver’s best lap 
ever. It doesn’t matter what year your car 
was built, how much horsepower you have 
or how big the wing on the back is, there 

is a best lap for everyone. Picture your favorite 
corner on the track. You got on the brakes a little 
later than the last lap and stayed on them as you 
start your turn-in, to get the car to rotate. You 
ease off  the brakes, fi nd the loud pedal and start 
to squeeze as you get closer to the apex. Just as 
you get to the apex, your right foot is taunting 
the limits of grip and you give the wheel a couple 
of small corrections to ward off  anymore over-
steer. The tires have been talking to you since you 
started this corner and they couldn’t be happier. 
Everything you need to know is being whispered 
into the seat of your pants, literally. The car is set 
up and pointed in the right direction as it gets 
pushed to the very edge of the track and you’re 
on the turtles. Pure bliss. Corny, I know, but after 
you fi nish your best lap ever, try to fi nd some-
thing to get that silly grin off  your face. Your wife, 
husband, signifi cant other or even your dog will 
be sick of hearing about it, but you’ll never tire of 
reliving it, I promise. 

Last month I wrote about our mission to cut 
weight from both the car and the driver. Well, 

I have good news and bad. After a few late after-
noons in the barn, the car is down 25 pounds to 
about 2,490. Yes, I bagged and weighed all the 
crap I took off . The bad news is that after three 
months of strength training, the driver is up 
almost 10 pounds. Oops! The rule is, and always 
will be, that light is fast, right? Yes, but Porsches, 
as well as other cars, continue to get bigger, 
heavier and faster. On top of all this, they get 
great gas mileage. Is the rule wrong? No, technol-
ogy is just that good. I won’t create controversy 
and fail to explain it correctly, but Moore’s Law 
as well as other observations about technology 
trends over the last 40 to 50 years, have been ac-
curate. Technology components continue to get 
smaller, the speed and capabilities are getting 
faster while the cost, excluding the craze to be 
the fi rst with the newest smart phone, continues 
to be less. My point is, no matter our size or how 
good or bad a driver we are, a stock 2011 Porsche 

is more capable and faster than one built in 1970. 
I repeat, I don’t want to create any controversy, 
but I don’t care if you’re my seven-year-old or 
Walter Röhrl, you’ll be faster at Watkins Glen in 
a new GT3 than a 1970 911. Perhaps it’s time to 
table the whole ‘remove weight’ agenda and look 
at it again. This car has a double duty of Club 
Racing and Driver Ed, so another 10 or 20 pounds 
may make a little diff erence in a very close race, 
but it’s severe overkill as a DE car. The only car 
that matters is yours. An old, wise man once told 
me of a guaranteed way to make the car go bet-
ter around a race track; Improve the driver. 
      Today’s cars are very capable. When we have 
the opportunity to experience them on a race-
track, technology will be there to help us safely 
get around. That is a very good thing. The inten-
tion of PCA’s Driver Education program is to help 
drivers improve their general driving capabilities 
and learn the abilities of a truly amazing car in a 
safe and friendly environment. I will never forget 
my fi rst, hot lap on the track at New Hampshire 
International Speedway. We rounded turn 3 and 

Christopher Mongeon
On the Loud Pedal

There are plenty of activities we all do that 

have that moment of pure bliss: a golfer’s per-

fect swing, ...or a Porsche driver’s best lap ever. 
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Garage Projects 2012        
   With all the cars in the lower garage look-

ing like giant caterpillars wrapped up in their 
cocoons, it was time to tackle the list of garage 
projects. I used to call these winter projects but 
now I use the term garage projects. That’s for 
two reasons. First and foremost they are projects 
that are done in the garage. Second, they seem 
to be more about the garage and less about cars. 
The list wasn’t that long and it usually starts with 
some note that says, “organize garage.” That’s 
work that most folks do in the spring but not me.  
   Just moving things around was a big help in 
organizing things, as fl oor space was needed to 
allow room for the cars. I always thought that I 
was pretty thoughtful about where I put things 
but I do seem to have some blank spots on my 
brain. The idea that I always used was to put the 
things that I wasn’t going to need right away in a 
place where I could fi nd them but wouldn’t have 
to step over them every day. 
   Our bicycles are a good example; they hang 

from the ceiling in an area that I don’t walk under 
very often so they’re out of the way but in plain 
sight if I need them. Considering the number 
of times that we have used them in the last ten 
years I could’ve hung them in someone else’s 
garage with the same result. But they look to be 
ready if we need them. Maybe when the country 
runs out of gasoline and cars can’t be used any 
more they’ll come off  the hooks. 
   Snow shovels are another example. I have one 
for each door plus a couple of short ones for the 
cars and every spring they fi nd their way back to 
a spot beside the oil tank where I can see them 
but they’re out of the way. For a reason that I can’t 
explain, all but one made it back to the oil tank 
last year. The straggler hung around the back 
door for a few months and then was spotted next 
to the trashcans beside the garage doors. By late 
summer it was found in the garden, and by the 
time I fi gured out that it needed to join the other 
shovels it was early fall, so I just put it next to the 
back door where it looked like it belonged. It sure 
seems to me that inanimate objects take on a life 

of their own if you don’t watch them carefully. 
   There is a BMW rear diff erential in the garage 
that has done exactly that. I took it out of Big Red 
back in ’99 (I had to look that date up in the fi le, I 
thought it was ’05 or ’06; time fl ies). It was original 
to the car but not a limited slip unit so when I 
changed the exhaust, air fi lter and chip to add a 
little more muscle, it needed replacing to stop 
the inside wheel from lighting up every time I 
turned a corner and stood on the gas. A junkyard 
unit has been working great all these years but 
the original box has been moving around also. 
I put it out of the way on an outside wall until 
the lift showed up and then it went over near a 
parts cabinet. A year or so later it turned up in the 
way of the place where the loft ladder goes and 
then later near the stairs up to the other garage. 
It was really in the way there so I dragged it over 
to the space under the compressor but last week 
I noticed that it was blocking one of the work-
bench drawers. This is a 50-pound diff erential 
that appears to be able to move about on its own. 

Very strange.
   I did get a handle on steering wheels 
a few years ago when they all got hung 
up over the workbench. I stored them 
in boxes that I had to open each time 
someone asked about the condition, 

so then I wrote the condition on the label but I 
was still opening the boxes to clarify the note on 
the side. I fi nally fi gured that they would make 
a good decoration and since they didn’t weigh 
much they found their way to the shelf above the 
workbench. I’m not really a steering wheel col-
lector but somehow the row of wheels seems to 
get longer each year. And that’s after selling a few 
every year at the Hershey Swap Meet. 
   My winter tires are in the rack all year and out 
of harms way, but I took a set of Dunlop Sports 
to the Transfer Station (read “dump”) last month. 
They were made in the ’70s and were well past 
their useful life. I had kept them around in case 
I needed a set to just move a car around, but 
fi nally came to the conclusion that anything that 
showed up in my driveway was going to have 
newer tires on it that those were. Somehow the 
space they left was quickly fi lled. 
   With things better organized it does seem that 
the small tasks like putting a set of brake pads in 
the Audi go a lot faster. Of course I do get bogged 
down with the “as long as I’m here” parts. The 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 44

My winter tires are in the rack all year and out of 

harms way, but I took a set of Dunlop Sports to 

the Transfer Station (read “dump”) last month.
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Minutes Of The Board
Nick Shanny–January 7th, 2012 NER Board Meeting 

Members Present:  Kristin Larson, David Ber-
man, Adrianne Ross, Steve Ross, Nick Shanny, 

and Virginia Young, Bill Seymour, Robert Cohen, 
Karen Cohen, Nick Shanny.
   The board met at 10:00 am on January 8th at 
Robert Cohen’s house in Bolton. Karen Cohen had 
a wonderful brunch prepared for all to enjoy. Bill 
was especially excited to see bacon. Unfortunate-
ly, Chris Mongeon was unable to attend due to an 
illness. After a quick time to socialize and eat, the 
meeting began around 10:30 am.
   Due to Chris’s absence, Robert Cohen ran the 
meeting with agreement from all attending. It 
was noted that Nick Shanny was recording the 
meeting to simplify the creation of this document. 
Once completed, the recordings will be erased. 
   The fi rst order of business covered was the need 
to change bank signatures to allow Kristin Larson 
access to the club’s checking and banking ac-
counts. The board resolution was passed around 
for signatures and was passed. 
   It was decided that a new committee would be 
formed to deal with our charitable activities. Rob-
ert Cohen and Joyce Brinton have been nominat-
ed as co-chairs. The motion was made and passed 
unanimously. 
   The band used for our last annual dinner, Clock-
work, worked out very well. A motion was put 
forth to continue to use Clockwork for our next 
annual dinner. The motion was passed unani-
mously. It was also noted that the next annual 
dinner will be taking place at the new Wellesley 
country club. 
   Zone 1 is looking for a new chief instructor. 
It was suggested that Stan send e-mail to our 
instructors looking for candidates. 
   Robert Cohen was nominated to hold the Safety 
Chair position. He made it clear that he would 
not be attending most events, but instead would 
make sure that someone is appointed for each of 
the events. The motion was put forth and passed 
unanimously. 
   A motion was put forth to provide bonding for 
any board member with signature power. Only 
two individuals on the board currently have sig-
nature power: Kristin and Chris. The motion was 
passed unanimously. 
   The board discussed the need for a confl ict-
of-interest policy to be put in place since none 
exists at present. After much discussion, a motion 
was put forth to create a new committee to craft 
a policy. It was also put forth that Karen Cohen 

Twenty-Five Years

 Kyle L. Martin
Raymond  Pouliot

Twenty  Years

James H. McManus

Fifteen Years

Roger W. Meeks
Michael S. Marino

Ten Years

Jose M. Andrade
Terence Terence Breen
Donald E. Cecich
Stan E. Corbett
David R. Finney
Benjamin  Lupovitz

Five Years

George R. Holl

Happy PCA Anniversary

be nominated as chairperson. The motion was 
passed unanimously. 
   Steve Ross provided an update on the recent 
club activities, the Denise McCluggage tech 
session, and the tour of Paul Russell & Company. 
Both were well attended with 80 and 90+ attend-
ing respectively. 
   Bill Seymour reported on the club driving 
events. Autocross dates have been submitted 
to Ft. Devens and, once contracts have been 
received, the dates will be posted on the website. 
The club has two tours planned for this year with 
more information forthcoming. It was noted that 
the fi rst tour would be in conjunction with the 
Zone 1 Concours. Steve Ross provided an update
   Stan provided an update on Driver Education 
events. Stan noted that we have several contracts 
outstanding, but nothing that is all that unusual. 
Stan also presented an updated version of the 
budget for DE. Due to some outstanding con-
tracts, the board decided to wait until the next 
meeting to approve the budget. A motion was 
put forth to create a rebate program for those 
who participate in four or fi ve DE events. A 5% re-
bate will be given for those attending four events, 
while a 10% rebate will be provided to those 
attending fi ve events. The motion was passed 
unanimously.  
   Chris had circulated the Treasurers Report by 
e-mail. As usual, it shows that the club is in good 
fi nancial condition. The board voted to approve 
the report.  
   Adrianne provided an update on NOR’EASTER 
assignments and deadlines. Adrianne reiterated 
that anyone organizing an event be sure to get 
someone to write an article about the event and 
hopefully supply pictures as well.  

continued on page 44



tires to gearboxes to shocks and back to batter-
ies and more winter storage along with anything 
else we needed to know. Jerry started to welcome 
any questions not related to a battery. He com-
mented, “I wonder what Porsche owners at a tech 
session in California talk about…”
   On the topic of batteries, a good warning is a 
reminder that batteries are explosive, and the  +/- 
symbols are not as well marked as they should be. 
Always remember when charging your battery 
that the negative is the last on and the fi rst off . 
I actually wrote that on my charger box in big 
letters a few years back… anything to prevent 
trouble.
   The best information for me, since I do not take 
my 996 off  the road for the winter, was how to 
keep my car happy until spring comes again. My 
biggest concern is leaving Lucy alone for three 
weeks each year while I disappear to Naples. Jerry 
concurred with my local mechanic. Do nothing. If 
the battery is healthy, and I have a relatively new 
one, then it can take sitting still for three weeks. 

For the rest of you who do non-storage, 
and quite a few of you did raise your 
hands with me on that one, we were given 
some good tips. They included monitoring 
your recommended tire pressure, making 
sure the oil you use is winter oil as some 
cars switch oils depending on the outside 

temperature, keeping the fuel tank full, and driv-
ing as often as possible.
   Jerry has been the owner of EPE in Natick for 
almost 30 years now, 24 in his previous location, 
and three years in his larger, more visible facil-
ity on West Central Street. He started servicing 
Porsche cars back in the ’80s. There was a Porsche 
dealership down the street from him that was 
seeing an incredible boom in sales at that time. 
Lots of expensive cars were being sold. When 
he originally started his business, all European 
models were welcome at his shop. But the over-
fl ow from the Porsche dealership kept him quite 
busy and helped morph his business to strictly 
Porsche. Jerry will work on other cars if the work 
is being done for a longtime customer. Two of his 
best customers and closest friends have recently 
purchased new Factory Racing Ford Mustangs. 
He and his staff  work on those as well. He also has 
an Alfa Romeo in his shop that he is trying to fi nd 
time to modify for another close friend. Jerry does 
make it a priority to get to know his customers 

PCA Member spotlight: Jerry Pellegrino, owner 
of European Performance Engineering (EPE) 

in Natick.
   If you don’t know, or at least know of, Jerry Pel-
legrino, you’re in the minority. Most Porsche own-
ers refer to him only as “Jerry,” as in “Madonna” or 
“Cher,” which makes him more or less a rock star 
of the automotive world, or maybe simply the 
“Master of Porsche.” I wondered who he was, and 
fi nally had the pleasure of meeting him at the 
tech session he off ered last November.
   Jerry’s sense of humor, which I found quite 
amusing, came through from the start. He said 
he doubted that the person who submitted the 
fi rst question, “How do I go faster and spend less 
money?” would admit to being in the audience. 
Although the crowd off ered suggestions such as 
losing weight as the solution, Jerry’s recommen-
dation was to spend money on yourself. 
   In other words: Learn How To Drive. Jerry has 
been a Porsche driving instructor for over 15 
years, and the chief driving instructor for the PCA/

NER for the past year. His advice to anyone who 
fi nds himself wondering just what his car can do, 
as he’s traveling down the highway struggling to 
stay within the speed limit, is to take a DE course. 
That’s the best way to maximize the performance 
capabilities of your car in a safe environment. 
According to Jerry, “It can transform you in just 
one day.”
   A quick response to the repair question, “How 
hard is it to fi x that?” was “For you or for me?” That 
interchange reminded me of the gift I received 
one Christmas, which was “101 Projects For Your 
Porsche 911.” You know the one. Each repair has 
the symbols of one to four mechanics showing 
degree of talent needed. A one-mechanic symbol 
is supposed to indicate a job that can be done by 
anyone who has a pulse. I have a pulse. I tried a 
few. Enough said.
   For those of you who were at EPE, and it was a 
sizable crowd, I’m sure you’ll attest to the fact that 
it was well worth your time. The information we 
received ran from batteries to fuel odors to check 
engine lights to batteries to winter storage to 

Virginia Young

Under the Radar
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continued on page 43

My biggest concern is leaving Lucy alone for 

three weeks each year while I disappear to 

Naples. 



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

Well, I didn’t get the Ginetta for Christmas, so 
thanks for nothing. And the skiing was lousy 

over New Year’s, bringing me to my usual curmud-
geonly end-of-year declaration:  “Another year 
pissed away!”  
   I have developed some pretty good coping 
mechanisms over the years to deal with the happi-
ness trough that comes each winter. Let’s explore 
this…
   October - Last driving events. Morale begins to 
slide.
   Thanksgiving - The Caterham and 356 are put 
away for the winter (not this year — they stayed 
out ‘til mid-December). Diffi  culty getting up in the 
morning.
   Black Friday - Shopping season starts. You 
didn’t think it could get worse but it does.
   December 8th or 9th - Earliest sunset. Get 
home from the early bird senior special and drink 
yourself to bed. What’s the point?
   December 21st - Winter solstice (shortest day). 
Shoot me now.

Christmas - Bah humbug.
   New Year’s - Do I spot a glimmer of hope in the 
far distance?
   Late January - Autocross planning meeting. Not 
only is there something to look forward to, there is 
company with which to share one’s misery.
   February-ish - Some kind of mid-winter driving 
activity. Last year it was indoor go-karts. This year 
it’s a Skip Barber school at Sebring.
   March - Sign-up for DE! Spring skiing with 
plenty of sun at the end of the day (Denise Mc-
Cluggage pointed out the similarities of racing 
and skiing — the kinesthetic cookie). A new 
year begins to unfold.
   April 1st - Autocross School (see ad else-
where in the NOR’EASTER). Resume normal life.
   This is a good segue to a few autocross 
comments. One really big problem is that our 
wonderful Autocross Registrar, Jon Cowen, is in 
his last season and must be replaced. We’d like 
to get someone to sign on soon so they can 
’shadow‘ him for the season and learn the job. 
We may split the job into two jobs to reduce the 

individual workload. This is a great opportunity to 
give back to the club so please let us know if you 
are interested in all or part.
   We think we have fi nal autocross dates but 
haven’t gotten the contract from Devens yet so 
I won’t publish them (other than the Autocross 
School, which should be April 1st). We have the 
usual fi ve dates (plus the school). NCR also has 
their fi ve events and there will be a two-day Zone 
1 event as well. So plenty of autocross oppor-
tunity. And if you are asking yourself, “What is 
autocross?” then please come to the Newcomer’s 
Meeting and learn all about that and other club 
activities.  
   I mentioned Denise McCluggage above. She 
gave a talk at the Museum of Transportation and 
some (but not enough) of you were able to enjoy 
it, none more than me. We should all aspire to 
have as interesting a life — she is still a pistol at 
almost 85 and was a pioneer of early U.S. sportscar 
racing. That was Friday night. The next morning 
I did the tour of Paul Russell’s restoration shop 

and Sunday was the NER board meeting. 
All cars, all weekend. So maybe I shouldn’t 
whine so much.
   Finally, after the disappointment of no 
Christmas Ginetta, I’ll point out that I have 
a birthday coming up and happened 

across this nice example of an Elva Courier. Once 
again please note that I’m not asking for a new 
GT3RSR — I’m a reasonable fellow so give it some 
thought and see what you can do. Remember that 
I have an important job and you want to keep me 
happy — I might be able to get you a nice grid 
spot at the autocross or an extra bag of chips.

N O R E A S T E Rpage 10

(I)f you are asking yourself, “What is auto-

cross?” then please come to the Newcomer’s 

Meeting...  

A nice example of an Elva Courier.
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We got the New Year off  to a fl ying start here 
in the Northeast Region with back-to-back 

events the fi rst full weekend of the year.
   Friday night Denise McCluggage, one of the few 
female road racers of the ‘50s and ‘60s, captivated 
a crowd of more than 80 enthusiastic attendees 
with her memories (incredibly vivid given her 85 
years), triumphs and tribulations in an era where 
race driver fatal accidents were the norm instead 
of the exception, as is the case today. Fully half 
of the event was devoted to questions from the 
fl oor. (See related story in this issue. A hearty din-
ner from Redbones preceded the event. Thanks 
go to Amy Ambrose for coordinating this great 
event. 
   The next morning nearly 100 NER/PCAers drove 
to Essex for our biannual trip to Paul Russell & 
Company to see what our host Alex Finnegan 
could show us of their projects in the restoration 
business. Following the tour many adjourned to 
the nearby Woodman’s seafood restaurant for 
fresh fi sh, clams and lobsters.

   Coming up in late January will be the fi rst of 
a couple of introduction get-togethers by local 
dealers of the new 911 (internal code 991). Ira 
Porsche will hold theirs on the 22nd and Porsche 
of Norwell will be holding theirs at F1 Boston 
on February 11th. Also in February, on the 18th 
Prescott Kelly, a CVR member, past national presi-
dent and expert on all things Porsche will be at 
the Larz Anderson Museum of Transportation for 
a talk on Porsche from 1900-1947. Finally, our an-
nual Ground School for potential DE participants 
will be held at HMS in Danvers, MA on the 26th; 
again, full details are available here and on line.
   For March we have secured a cooking school 
class and meal at Stonewall Kitchens in York, ME 
on the 18th; registration information in this issue 
of the NOR’EASTER and on line. 
   April is a busy month with the Newcomers 
meeting on the 15th at Ira Porsche, the Ramble 
on the 27–29th, and our Novice school and fi rst 
DE of the year at NHMS on the 24–25th.
   May brings our other biannual event, the tour of 
the Collings Foundation’s airplanes, antique cars 

and racers. The date is May 6th.
   Also in May we are hosting the Zone 1 (North-
east portion of the U.S.) Concours on the 19th at 
the Museum of Transportation, and the rally the 
next day starting at Bose in Framingham.
   This year will be my 45th year of autocrossing 
and my 29th year of participating in DEs with PCA 
and some other clubs. Over the years things have 
changed dramatically, starting with the cost. I 
have an old NOR’EASTER promoting a weekend at 
Bryar Motorsports Park — NHMS’s predecessor — 
for $25 for both weekend days.
   The cars have totally changed, as 914s were the 
fast cars through the corners and the new Carrera 
(circa 1984) was just starting to appear). We had a 
neat event hosted by CVR each spring called the 
zone challenge, which was a factored time trial at 
Lime Rock Park where the best time in each class 
by a region’s member counted toward the overall 
win. NER managed to win a few years too. See-
ing as the ‘70s and ‘80s 911s were the prevalent 
Porsche on the track, uncontrolled trailing-throt-

tle oversteer was also the danger for many 
new drivers. Being a newly minted instruc-
tor at this time, I spent some hair-raising 
rides in some of these cars looking up the 
track thru my side window. Another in-
teresting incident was a 944 driver (newly 
introduced to the public in ‘83) piloting his 

buddy’s car worrying more about downshifting, 
as we hurtled down Lime Rock’s main straight, 
than his braking point. Well needless to say we 
ended up down the escape road and fortunately 
did not contact anything solid. Another time the 
CVR people gave me a 928 driver as my student, 
a raw novice whose prior day’s instructor refused 
to ride with him; should have been a warning to 
me. When I met him I knew immediately why his 
last instructor had no faith in him. He was clothed 
in a brand new racing suit complete with shoes, 
gloves and the latest helmet and was driving a 
928 with an automatic transmission. This ’wan-
nabe‘ proceeded to, as expected, roar down the 
straight losing most other cars, then tiptoe thru 
the corners having everyone bunch up behind 
us. When I asked him to let them by, his answer 
was, “I paid my money too so I can do whatever I 
want to.” A response by me, that he had a choice 
to let them by since they were faster, or we would 
spend the rest of the day discussing his driving in 

 This year will be my 45th year of autocrossing 

and my 29th year of participating in DEs with 

PCA and some other clubs.

Around The Cones
Steve Ross

continued on page 44
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Stan Corbett

Don’t Lift

As I said last month, ”I think NER has one of the 
best DE programs going...” This program has 

three essential parts: our Track Committee, the DE 
instructors, and our DE participants (aka Track Rats 
and other endearing appellations). Volunteers 
from the ranks of the DE participants make up our 
Track Committee and some of our most experi-
enced drivers serve as our instructors. This month I 
want to focus on the Track Committee, but anyone 
wanting to know more about our instructors and 
instructor development program can peruse the 
NER website under the ”Driver Education/Instruc-
tor Development” links.
   Track Chair, Stan Corbett — The Track Chair is 
responsible for coordinating with track managers, 
NER Board, Track Committee, and PCA National 
to ensure the year’s DE program is successfully 
planned and executed. For the 2012 DE season 
this started before the 2011 season ended and is 
in full swing with track contracts being signed and 
deposits paid. On-track responsibilities include 
the daily driver’s meeting, monitoring and helping 

where needed, arriving early and leaving late. I 
live in North Grafton, MA and I own a 2006 Cobalt 
Blue Cayman S, which I also drive on track. Modi-
fi cations include GT3 brake spoilers, Euro side 
marker lights, Brey-Krause lap belt kits, Crow belts, 
a Wilwood trailer hitch, GT3 front control arms, 
GT3 front sway bar, Tarett drop links, and Bilstein 
PSS-9 suspension with Tarett front camber plates. 
I’ve been DE-ing since September 2007 and I’m 
currently in the Black run group. I’m a 20-year U.S. 
Air Force veteran and am currently employed with 
Raytheon Company.
   Chief Instructor, Jerry Pellegrino — The Chief In-
structor is responsible for maintaining a database 
of students and instructors and DE participants’ 
run groups. He matches students to instructors 
prior to each event, manages the run group pro-
motion process, and conducts the daily instruc-
tor’s meeting. Jerry lives in Framingham and is 
“between Porsches” at the moment. He has been 
DE-ing for about 20 years on and off  and, like all 
instructors, is in the Red run group. Jerry has an 
abiding interest in music and an audio system that 

has to be heard to be believed.
   Track Operations, Joe Billmaier — Track Ops is 
responsible for preparing and submitting the DE 
event insurance form to PCA National, and de-
veloping the event schedule and worker assign-
ments. On-track he conducts the daily worker’s 
meeting and ensures the Tech Line, Control 
and other positions are fully staff ed. Joe lives in 
Westborough, MA. He purchased his fi rst Porsche 
after all three kids fi nished college. It was a 2002 
Silver Boxster, which he leased for three years. He 
then upgraded to a 2005 Silver Boxster S, which 
he currently drives on the street and on track. The 
car has PASM and he runs Michelin Pilot Cups. The 
camber has been increased as much as possible 
for a stock suspension. Joe has a MaxQData to 
monitor lap times. He has also installed a hitch for 
pulling his tire trailer. Joe began DE-ing in 2003 
doing a couple events a year and became more 
active in 2008 (when Stan joined) doing several 
events a year. His current run group is White. Joe 
has worked Control for the last several years. He is 

a retired HP engineering manager.
   Novice Development, Dick Anderson 
— Novice Development responsibilities 
include conducting the daily Novice meet-
ing for all the Green and Yellow run group 
drivers and coordinating with the Track 
Chair and Chief Instructor on any issues or 

for any support needed. Dick lives in Andover. He 
and Ann, our Track Tech Lead, drive a 2004 GT3 w/
roll cage, suspension, headers and a stock 2002 
911 Turbo. Dick has been a member and DEer 
since 2005 and is an instructor (Red run group). 
His past activities include NER Membership Chair 
and DE tech line lead/co-scrutineer. Family mem-
bers who are also PCA members: Sarah Anderson 
(NER) and Adam Anderson (Seattle PCA).
   DE Registrar, Mark Keefe — The DE Registrar re-
sponsibilities include coordinating with ClubReg 
to set up and maintain our DE registration system. 
He monitors registrations, confi rms payments, 
and coordinates with the Track Chair and Chief In-
structor to ensure drivers are assigned to the cor-
rect run groups. This Track Committee position is 
one of the most time consuming considering the 
hours put in prior to events plus on-track registra-
tion. Mark lives in Upton and owns a 1991 944 S2 
which he drives on track. Mark has been DE-ing 
for 16 years, is currently in the Black run group 
and has served as our DE Registrar since 1997!

continued on page 42

“How did I get in this predicament?” is simple; I 

volunteered. I think NER has one of the best DE 

programs going and I want to be part of that.



N O R E A S T E R page 13

Kenny Conway 

Improving and Maintaining Excellence

Hopefully by the time you read this, there will 
be some snow on the ground... I’m actually 

glad for the “no snow” for two reasons. 
   One: for all of you that read my January article, 
The 911 shell I’ve been building this winter went 
up to Series 900 (Damon Josz’ shop) for paint/fi nal 
bodywork. What’s the big deal? Series 900 is lo-
cated right down the street from Mount Sunapee 
in Sunapee, NH. By this time last year it seemed 
like every other day they got pounded with snow. 
Great for the resort, but not if your trying to tow a 
40’ trailer with a Ram 3500 dually. I drove my truck 
once in the snow last year and it was a white-
knuckle drive, even in 4WD. This summer I traded 
it in on a brand new 2012 Ram 3500 dually (more 
on this later) and I don’t want to get it dirty!
   Two: I love skiing! Maybe more than driving, 
and the lack of snow kept me focused on getting 
the shell done. In skiing, there is an even play-
ing fi eld out there. Doesn’t matter how big your 
wallet is, you can’t “buy” speed. I can take an old 
pair of Rossi’s and rip down the bumps at Alf’s 

High Rustler. For everyone that has no idea what 
I am talking about, Alf’s High Rustler is one of my 
favorite trails out West. Salt Lake, Utah to be exact. 
One day it can be covered in endless bumps and 
the next day four feet of powder! 
   Well, now it can snow all it wants. The shell’s 
dropped off  and with all the traffi  c the ski resorts 
get on the weekends the best time to hit the trails 
is during the week, plus it’s cheaper!  
   The 911 shell that I dropped off  came out great. 
While keeping the appearance of a 911ST, safety 
was a big concern. Most people that “backdate” 
these cars make them too “period correct” with 
bolt in rollbars, low back seats, simple lap belts, 
etc. That might be fi ne for showcasing, but not for 
heavy-duty track use. Unlike most of the chassis 
I’ve built in the past, this one is extra special. With 
my customer being very tall, 6’ 5” to be exact, I 
had to start over with a clean sheet of paper. I 
had to develop a new roll cage and seat design 
to accommodate his “height.” And to make things 
more of a challenge, my customer wanted it to be 
built like a modern rally car. Some of the features 

are full seam welding of the shell, sill stands (just 
like my Subie) and a roll cage that resembles 
something you would fi nd in outer space rather 
than inside a car. 
   We started off  with a ‘78 Euro SC shell. I bolted 
it up to my rotisserie and had it blasted with 
water. Yes, water... 35,000psi of it. It took three to 
four hours to strip the shell bare. The best part of 

continued on page 46

The 911 shell that I dropped off  came out 

great. While keeping the appearance of a 

911ST, safety was a big concern. 

Sill stands with custom front jack point

Custom seat installs

Custom seat installs
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2012 Calendar

At-A-Glance

January   
 6 Denise McCluggage 
 7 Paul Russell Tour 
 8 Board Meeting 
 22 991 Introduction (Ira)
February   
 8 Board Meeting 
 18 Prescott Kelly 
 26 Ground School 
March   
 14 Board Meeting 
 18 Cooking School
April   
 11 Board Meeting 
 15 Newcomers Meeting 
 24-25 NHMS, NER 
27-29 Ramble 
May  
6 Collings Auto Museum 
9 Board Meeting 
12  Car Control Clinic NCR
19 Zone 1 Concours  
20 Zone 1 Rally
June   
 9-10 NHMS, NCR 
13 Board Meeting 
July 
 6-8 Calabogie, NER
 10-12 Mt Tremblant, NER  
 16 Board Meeting 
August   
 6-7 NHMS, NCR
 8 Board Meeting 
 24-26 Watkins Glen, NER 
September   
 8 Porschefest  
 11-12 NHMS, NER
 12 Board Meeting 
October   

 10 Board Meeting 
 15-16 NHMS, NCR
November   

 14 Board Meeting 
December   
1 NER Annual Gala
 12 Board Meeting 

Prescott Kelly:  Sat. February 18, 2012 
6:00pm - 10:00pm @ The Lars Anderson Museum

Prescott Kelly is an active Porsche collector, author, 
speaker, and historian. From the late 1960s well into 

the 1990s he actively restored and showed Porsches. 
He started racing in 1987, fi rst in a 911R, then a two-
liter Trans-Am 911, and since 1992 in a 1972 911ST – in 
SCCA, Vintage, and Porsche Club Racing. Prescott has 
been a Regional and National Offi  cer of the Porsche 
Club of America since 1984, including terms as National 
Executive Vice President, National President, and natu-
rally Past President.
   As an author, Prescott has over 100 magazine articles 
to his credit along with a chapter in  Dennis Adler‘s book, Porsche, published by Random House 
in 2003. He is Contributing Editor for Porsche Panorama where he specializes in analytical 
histories of specifi c Porsche epochs and models. He is the regular columnist for the 356 Registry 
Magazine with “356 Collectibles” (on Porsche literature and memorabilia) and “MarketWatch” 
(Porsche automobile sales reports and analyses). Prescott is also a contributor to the Journal 
of Automotive Historians, Sport Car Market, Excellence, European Car, and the Program of the 
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. He regularly gives talks on Porsches, has narrated fi lmed 
histories of Porsche, and appeared on American and European television to comment on the 
marque. He is a member of the Society of Automotives Historians and many Porsche and general 
car clubs, including the Sports Car Club of America and the Antique Automobile Club of America. 
Email Steve Ross at SLR944@aol.com to register. 



It’s that time of year again! Time to renew your subscription

to THE NOR’EASTER. Three time winner of the Heinmiller Newsletter

Award, PCA’s award for BEST region newsletter, THE NOR’EASTER is a 

must for every Northeast Region member who wants to keep

informed of what’s happening in the region. With an annual 

subscription fee of only $15 for 12 issues, THE NOREASTER is

a terrific value. Here’s only a sample of what 

your $15 buys you:

Drivers Ed Event Info
and Registration

Zone One Event Info
and Registration Forms

Autocross Event Info

Tech Session Announcements

PorscheFest Concours d’Elegance

Monthly Meetings

Event Highlights and Photos

Articles and Technical Info
and Maintenance Guidelines

News from Porsche Cars NA
and Porsche AG

Car Care Tips and Advice
from the Experts

Tech Inspectors for DE Events

Monthly Columns by
Regular Contributors 

The New England Ramble

Guest Speakers

Services and Supplies
by our Independent Sponsors 
and Porsche Dealers

How can you 

ensure that you 

won’t miss any of 

these great events...

this timely info?

Subscribe today using the 

form provided below. Send

it with your check for $15

(Payable to NER/PCA - no cash

please) to Virginia Young, 1092 Norton Ave.,

Taunton, MA 02780. Your subscription must

be received by February 15th to continue or

start your 2012 subscription. As a new member,

you may have been receiving complementary 

issues in 2011. To continue getting THE NOREASTER,

you must subscribe for 2012. 

Contact Adrianne Ross, Editor with any questions you have about the content of THE NOREASTER. 781-249-5091 evenings before 9:00 - aross@porschenet.com

For information on mailing issues, including change of address, contact Virginia Young 508-823-7614 evenings before 9:00 - vhy4167@hotmail.com

Watkins Glen
Mont Tremblant
Calabogie
NHIS

Tech Tactics
Zone 1 Concours/Rally
48 Hour of Watkins Glen
Zone 1 Autocross

Tours & Rallys

DEADLINE FOR RENEWAL IS FEBRUARY 15, 2012

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip:_________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Yes, I want to receive THE NOR’EASTER for 2012.

Enclosed is my check for $15 for the subscription.

No, I’d rather not receive THE NOR’EASTER for 2012.

Mail to: Virginia Young, 1092 Norton Ave., Taunton, MA 02780  -  Enclose a check for $15 payable to NER/PCA.
Note: All subscriptions for current subscribers must be received by February 15, 2012 to insure continued receipt of THE NOREASTER.

Social Events
Dinners 

2012

Last C
hance! 
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Ladies, gentlemen and younger drivers…..if you’ve ever dreamed of driving 
your Porsche at speed, feeling exhilarated by its performance and test-

ing your mettle, we invite you to get a leap on our upcoming track season 
by attending Thrill Rides 2012 on Sunday, February 26th. This is NER’s annual 
classroom-based introduction to our Driver Education program graciously 
hosted by Joe Marko of HMS Motorsport at HMS’s great facility in Danvers MA. 
Directions can be found at www.hmsmotorsport.com.
  PCA’s Driver Education program is the most popular activity off ered by PCA 
and NER’s events are especially well-known to be among the best organized, 
safest and the most enjoyable and rewarding DE events in this part of the 
country.
   The Ground School will give you a great overview of NER’s on-track driving 
program. While not geared to grooming you to become the next Formula 1 
champion, we will discuss the fundamentals of high performance track driving 
and how many of these techniques can be applied to improve your everyday, 
on-street driving. You’ll hear how to prepare for an event, how and where our 
events are held and, most of all, you’ll learn how much fun it all is. You’ll also 
get an informative handout to jog your memory when all else fails.
   Driver Education events are for everyone. Each year, a growing number of fe-
male and younger drivers attend these events, so come one come all, and see 
what’s so great about driving on a track. This is your special invitation to join us 
at the Ground School. In addition to presenting general information on our
Driver Education program, we’ll have special sections in the presentation that 
are specifi cally aimed at you!
   Advanced registration for this highly-popular event is strongly suggested. 
Check-in and a continental breakfast will begin at 9:30am followed by our 
presentation from 10am - 12noon. 
At the end of the program, HMS will host a pizza lunch. You’ll also have ample 
time to see the practical and fun stuff  that HMS has to off er, including helmets, 
gloves, harnesses and other safety equipment.
   Sure, February 26th is a Sunday in the deep mid-winter, but before you know 
it your fellow Porschephiles will be completing laps on world-class tracks next 
spring while you’re fertilizing the lawn wishing you’d taken us up on this off er.
And remember, attending this “Ground School” in no way obligates you to sign 
up for a DE event.
   However, we hope you agree that the only way to truly experience and 
appreciate what you and your Porsche are capable of doing is to drive it on a 
road track. Questions? - email sartick@gmail.com.
  Participants in Driver Education events must be current PCA members, have a 
valid driver’s license and be 18 years or older.
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   Who should attend?
   Anyone interested in learning about our 2012 Driver Education program and improving their driving.
   While everyone is welcomed to register for Thrill Rides 2012, drivers participating in NER’s Driver Education 
events must be current PCA members, have a valid driver’s license and be 18 years or older.

NER’s 2012 Driver Education Ground School at HMS Motorsport Sunday, Feb 26th @ 10am

Name(s):__________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________ City________________/State___/Zip:______

Phone:_______________________________ Email:___________________________________________
 
   Cost: Early registration (must be postmarked by January 31st) - $10 Late/Onsite registration - $20
   Send check payable to NER/PCA to Steve Artick, 17 Colburn Street, Burlington MA 01803
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NER/PCA will be holding a cooking demonstration that we will then served as part of our March meeting. The location is only a 
hour from the greater Boston area. Seating is limited so it will be fi rst come fi rst served. Cost is $50 per person inclusive of the 

meal & taxes. Beer and wine are available at the bar, plus coff ee and tea are also available.
   Menu;
*Roasted Tomato Soup
*Boursin-stuff ed Chicken Breast with Grilled Vegetables and Baked-Stuff ed Potatoes with Vermont Sharp Cheddar
*Maine Blueberry Crisp with House-made Vanilla Ice Cream

Name____________________________________________________________ number of people_______________
 
Email Address ( print legibly)_______________________________________________________________________
 
Entry fee $50 per person.
 
Make checks payable to PCA/NER and mail to
Steve Ross, 49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA. 01760.
 
Deadline is February 23rd.    - Questions email Steve at SLR944@AOL.COM

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com

Cooking School and MEal at Stonewall Kitchen in York, Maine  
March 18th 11:30AM - 1:00PM
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Porsche recommends

Porsche of Norwell
59 Pond Street
Norwell  MA  02061
(877) PORSCHE
www.PorscheNorwell.com

©2012 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. *Carrera S model with PDK and Sport Chrono Package.

90% new materials.
But still cut from the same cloth.

When you set out to improve upon greatness, you leave no stone unturned. Or in this case, no component
unimproved. Built from the ground up with 90% new or fundamentally revised materials, the next 911 redefines
performance as we know it. Acceleration from 0 to 60 in an astounding 3.9 seconds* in the Carrera S. It's even
shed almost 100 pounds for added agility and improved efficiency. The next 911 is the sports car that turns all we
know into everything you desire. See for yourself with a test drive.

The next Porsche 911.
Forever the sports car.



N O R E A S T E Rpage 20

 

 

NER Autocross School - Sponsored by 

 
Sunday, April 1st at Fort Devens 

 

What is autocross? Like all club activities, Autocrossing is primarily a means to bring people with an interest in Porches 

together. 
 
Having said that, autocrossing has two primary benefits that distinguishes it from many other PCA activities…   
 
First, it allows you to learn the limits of your car control abilities in a safe environment. The venue we are lucky enough to utilize 
allows participants to exceed the physical limits of their car’s mechanical grip without posing much risk of damage to cars or 
participants. In contrast to Autocross, Driver’s Education with its higher speeds and normal track obstacles (e.g. boundary wire, 
sand traps, railings), forces participants to be much more conservative in order to avoid exceeding their limits. Autocross devotees 
claim that you cannot truly learn the limits of your car’s abilities until you have exceeded them once or twice. 
 
Secondly, with the exception of PCA Club Racing (which requires well-developed skills and a not inconsiderable budget), 
Autocrossing is the only competitive driving activity supported by the Northeast region of the club.  (Note: contrary to some of 
the conversations you may overhear, Driver’s Education is NOT a competitive club activity). For those of you who appreciate a 
little competitiveness in their recreational activities, Autocrossing should scratch this itch for you. 
 
Autocross is not the minor leagues where you practice until you can move on to DE (although it certainly is a great idea to learn 
car control skills in the safer environment of Autocross before doing DE).  Autocross is an ideal complement to DE and just one 
more way to enjoy your Porsche.  (Oh, all right, there are those who like to say ‘‘If DE were any harder, they’d call it autocross.’’  But 
we’re all trying to tone down the dialogue.) 
 
What about the downsides? 

 
Autocrossing is one of the most budget friendly activities you can participate in through the club. In order to keep costs down, 
however, we do not employ professional flaggers on our courses. That means that every participant has to work the course during 
a day of competition. While working a course allows folks to participate in a different form of learning about car control (i.e. 
observation), it does mean some time spent standing outside in the weather.  (And actually it can be a nice break to stop multi-
tasking and just watch some cars racing.  The Porsche person’s version of ‘‘gone fishin’’’). 
 
Who should attend the Autocross school? 

 

NER traditionally runs an Autocross School as the first event of our 6 event season.  We do not yet have a final schedule but 
believe the School will be held on Sunday April 1st.  The autocross school is designed for autocross novices looking to 
learn/improve their car control skills and to learn what the sport of autocrossing entails in a non-competitive environment.  Our 
instructors understand the anxiety that novices feel and therefore promote a low stress learning environment.  Teenage drivers 
who are fully licensed (not just a permit) are also most welcome, though if they are under the age of 18, they must provide a 
signed waiver and have at least one parent present. Please contact the Autocross chair for further information about teenage 
drivers. 
 



N O R E A S T E R page 21

Registration 

Online registration is required for this event. Registration opens March 1st and closes Wednesday March 30th at midnight. 
Registration can be found at www.motorsportreg.com, along with additional event information. The cost is $35.  You may also get 
a t-shirt but we are still sorting out the season’s budget.  Pre-registration is required, so please do not show up without having 
registered. 
 
Directions to Fort Devens 

The event will be at Moore Airfield on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base. 
From 128: Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer.  After the right turn stay on Route 2A by 
bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines. 



N O R E A S T E Rpage 22

NER’s Annual Newcomers Meeting April 15th @ 12:00 PM
Hosted by Ira Porsche in Danvers

While the main focus of this event is to acquaint new members to the club, established members are also welcome to check 
into some of the things they haven’t tried yet, or just to chat with newcomers to help them feel at home. There is always 

something new to do or learn in the Northeast Region Porsche Club of America.
   The Newcomers Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 15th starting with a light lunch at 12:00 pm, followed by presentations
starting at 1:00 pm in Ira Porsche’s beautiful showroom and shop. There will be plenty to see and learn, and refreshments will be
provided by our hosts at Ira Porsche.
   Registration is not required, but we would like to get a head count of attendees prior to this event for planning purposes. Please
register by e-mail with Steve Ross at slr@aol.com or mail in the registration form to Steve Ross, 49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 
01760 with the following information:

Name(s) _________________________________________No. of Participants________________

Address______________________________________________ Email____________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________ Phone_____________________________

   Directions: Ira Motor Group is located on Route 114 in Danvers. From Route 128, take exit 25 to Route 114 West. Ira will be 1.7
miles on your right. From I-95, take exit 47 to Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left.
   From Route 1, take Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left. See you there!
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Registration Opens March 1, 2012 at www.clubregistration.net
It's not too early to plan your fi rst track days for 2012, and all the rest of the track 

season with NER. April 24th is our annual Novice Day combined with a full DE for 
signed off  drivers. This will be followed on April 25th by a full DE day for all drivers. 
While it's not essential that fi rst time track drivers make this their fi rst event, it's cer-
tainly a good way to get started. Many of us (maybe most of us) got started in regular 
DE events without the benefi t of a Novice Day so if you're unable to join us April 
24th, make sure you do give DE a try ASAP. You'll be kicking yourself wondering why 
you waited as long as you did.
   Novice Day is an opportunity to drive part of a NASCAR oval and the attached road 
course at NHMS with many other fi rst timers. Whatever pucker factor there may be 
in one's fi rst track event will be spread among the 30-40 (normal new driver count at 
this event) like-minded drivers, new friends with whom to share your concerns and 
accomplishments.
   The day's events are still being fi nalized but will consist of classroom sessions cover-
ing basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives plus lots 
of time on track. Novices will be in their own run groups with experienced NER/PCA 
instructors. There will be class time before you're on track to help get you ready and 
later to answer your many questions.
   DE students with three or fewer track days are welcome to sign up for this event 
and join the Novices. Green and Yellow run group drivers with more than 3 days may 
sign up for the wait list. If we have enough instructors for an "experienced" student 
run group, we will schedule that as well. INSTRUCTORS, please sign up early to help 
us manage this!!
   For solo drivers in Blue/White/Black... sign up early for this early season, 2-day DE!
   Registration for all NER DE events opens March 1. Sign up early to ensure your 
space!!
Visit http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/330/140/ for our full schedule. 
And please review the DE portion of the website for important tips, data and advice.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com: 
or 508-529-6127 before 8PM.
Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, stanley_corbett@msn.com: or 
978-337-3095 before 9PM.

NER Driver Education & Novice Days 
Tuesday-Wednesday, April 24-25th 2012





There are two ways to answer the question.
   From a technical perspective, Drivers Education (DE) is a program developed by the PCA to give drivers the opportunity to 

learn how to drive their cars on real racetracks in a safe, controlled and fun environment. Typically a DE event is run over 1, 2 or 3 
days. Each day having four or fi ve driving groups (divided by experience and skill level) on track 4 times for 20 to 30 minutes each. 
To ensure maximum safety and fun you’re placed in a run group with other drivers with similar experience and skill levels. In the 
novice groups, drivers are accompanied by PCA trained and certifi ed instructors who will teach you high performance driving 
techniques and fundamentals. DE driving is not racing or even preparation for racing. The events are not timed and there are no 
prizes. Prescribed passing zones and rules and codes of conduct add to the safe environment. 
   From an enthusiasts perspective, DE can easily become a lifestyle throughout the summer and in fact year ‘round. Waking mo-
ments are spent at the track, or thinking about the next time there. We live for the rush of adrenaline that comes from moments 
like touching 150 mph just before jumping on the brakes at the “bus stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing the car to drift out to the 
turn-in, at the end of the front straight before powering over a blind cresting apex at Mont Tremblant. Just as importantly, high-
points of seasons at DE events include laughing with new and old friends over the events of the day, or instructors sharing what 
they’ve learned and watching the smile of new students as they discover what they and the car are really capable of. Yes - some of 
us are DE addicts. Others attend only a few a days a year, and enjoy building their competency and letting the car do what it was 
built to do.
   For this 2012 season we’ve lined up some great tracks and events; fi ve diff erent tracks as you’ll see below, including two favorites 
in Canada and weekends at NHMS, Calabogie and WGI. 
   DE is a diff erent experience for everyone. You’ve got to try it. The only critical components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our web site, you’ll fi nd lots of information and helpful ideas. Hope to see you at the track.

2012 Driver Education Schedule – Overview
For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 
Event Dates Days  Track   Host Registration  Pricing*
        Open Date Inst Solo Student 
April 24-25  Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
May 12  Saturday Car Control Clinic  NCR See NCR  TBA TBA TBA 
June 9-10  Sat/Sun  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR N/C $300 $350 
July 6-8  Fri/Sat/Sun Calabogie (CMP)  NER Mar 1  $275 $495 $585 
July 10-12 Tue/W/Thurs Mt Tremblant (LCMT) NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595 
Aug 6-7   Mon/Tues  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR N/C $300 $350 
Aug 24-26 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER  Mar 1  $270 $495 $570 
Sept 11-12 Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
Sept 19-20 Wed/Thurs Limerock Park (LRP) NCR See NCR TBA TBA TBA 
Oct 15-16 Mon/Tues New Hampshire  NCR See NCR N/C $300 $350 
*Subject to change 
   NOTE: Instructors are no charge (N/C) for NHMS provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor registration less than 21 
days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. Instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of events at other tracks will 
be charged an extra $25 per day

Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER)   North Country Region (NCR)   Tracks
www.porschenet.com  www.ncr-pca.org     NHMS – www.nhms.com 
          CMP – www.calabogiemotorsports.com 
Registrar   Registrar     LCMT – www.lecircuit.com 
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127 John Lussier - 802-728-4457/cell 802-272-6770 WGI – www.theglen.com 
          LRP – www.limerock.com 
Track Chair   Track Chair   

Stan Corbett - 978-337-3095 Mark Watson - 603-488-5405 
or cell 603-854-0643  Event Registration Site
Event Registration Site  www.motorsportreg.com   
www.clubregistration.net  

N O R E A S T E R page 25

What is Driver’s Education? 



What’s new for 2012?

Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun:
   This year we have once again organized a coordinated cal-
endar between the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) 
regions of the PCA. These coordinated events provide the dedi-
cated DE enthusiast the chance for 21 days of driving on fi ve 
diff erent circuits; including a return to Limerock Park. In answer 
to many requests, we have 3 weekend events in 2012; one at 
our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
(NHMS) with 10 total days there; a 3-day weekend event at 
Calabogie in Canada; and a 3-day weekend event at Watkins 
Glen in New York. Our signature event at Canada's Le Circuit 
Mont-Tremblant (LCMT), July 10-12, is once again during the 
free Mt. Tremblant Blues Festival, making it a great opportunity 
for a family outing. And that event is immediately preceded by 
a 3-day event also in Canada at Calabogie Motorsports Park, 
July 6-8 with the 9th set aside for travelling to LCMT, only a 3 
hour drive.
   Our good friends at Allegheny Region (ARPCA) have been 
joining us at our Canadian and Watkins Glen events, helping 
to make them successful. They run their own excellent DEs. 
Full information is on their web site and registration is through 
MotorSportReg.com.
For those new to DE:

   2012 will feature our annual Novice Day with a few new 
wrinkles. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, one-hour 
drive north of Boston) on April 24th, the fi rst day of our April 
24-25 DE event and will be hosted by NER. The Novice Program 
will include special classroom sessions with NER's Chief of 
Novice Development (and possibly with pro-driver and coach 
Dennis Macchio) covering basic driving, driving techniques, 
terms, fundamentals and objectives. In addition, the Novice 
Program will include a number of on-track driving sessions with 
experienced NER/NCR instructors. Note: While details are still 
being worked out, the plan is for the Novice Program on April 
24th to be focused on true Novices. Since registration numbers 
are obviously unknown, fi rst time DE participants will be admit-
ted fi rst, followed by Green run group drivers with three or 
fewer track days experience, and a wait list will be established 
for more experienced Green and Yellow run group drivers who 
will be admitted if there are more instructors than required for 
the Novice group. Solo DE Event: Drivers in the Blue, White and 
Black run groups may register for the April 24-25th event and 
participate in a normal DE day both days.
No more paper… save the planet!

   NER is no longer accepting paper registrations. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so online at 
clubregistration.net. Once registered with clubregistration.
net it is a quick, simple process to sign up for an event, and 
electronic payment is available. You will, however, still be able 
to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our web site for 
details. For NCR hosted events go to their website and their 

registration site.
Watch the NER Web Site

   While we email information to registered drivers the web site 
should be checked periodically for new and updated informa-
tion. For example the rates and reservation information for 
the LCMT hotels with which we negotiate special rates will be 
posted on the web site at the "DE Event Information" page.
Registration Process
How to register:

   The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two 
diff erent websites for registration, one for NER events and 
another for NCR events. On the event calendar you will notice 
the host region is identifi ed. Although both regions cooperate 
with each other, it is the host region that handles registration. 
All rules and policies are consistent regardless of host region. 
The host region’s registration web site will be the only point of 
registration for the events they are hosting. This means, for ex-
ample, for the April 24-25th Novice Day and DE event you must 
go to NER’s registration website and for the NCR DE events at 
New Hampshire and Lime Rock Park you must go to NCR’s (the 
host’s) registration web site to register.
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for an event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration web sites may have dif-
ferences in formats. In all cases setting up your profi le with the 
registration website should be a one-time aff air unless your 
vehicle and/or other profi le items change. After you have pro-
vided your details to each region, you will be able to log in and 
will be automatically remembered. Be sure to up-date your car 
info if you change cars AND keep your email address current!
   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us.
When to register:

   In most cases registration for all NER events opens on March 
1, 2012.
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be 
sold out very early. Although you cannot register before the 
registration opening day, we strongly suggest you register as 
early as possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This is 
particularly important for the Green & Yellow student groups 
as the number admitted to any event is dependent upon the 
number of instructors signing up. Instructors are historically 
late in registering; so Student drivers, sign up early. It's also par-
ticularly important for the Mt. Tremblant event, July 10-12, as 
only 30 cars are allowed on the track at any time (a maximum of 
150 cars for the event).
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Other important information about registration:

   Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct 
regions, we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and 
procedures to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even 
so, please familiarize yourself with the host region's policies and 
protocols by reading the host region’s policies as found on their 
individual web sites. Do not assume the rules you are accus-
tomed to with your home region will be the same as those of 
other regions. Your standard operating procedure should be to 
check the DE pages of any region's event you are attending far 
enough in advance to allow compliance with their policies; AND 
those may change from year to year.
A few registration caveats:

   Registration closes 2 weeks prior to an event:
   Signing up for an event without paying is not a full registra-
tion. Until your payment is received, either by check or electroni-
cally, you are NOT registered and a space will not be held for you 
in the event. If you pay after the 2-week cut-off  or at the event 
with permission of the registrar, you may be subject to a $50/
day or $100/event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the entire 1, 2, or 3 days 
of the event. A driver wishing to register for fewer days than the 
entire event may have to pay a surcharge ($25/day) and should 
check fi rst with the registrar.
Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit as 
many student drivers as possible.
   If Instructors register within 2 weeks of an event, they will pay 
an additional $25/day beyond the Instructor rate. In the case of 
NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event and the 
charge is $75/day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Regis-
trar, Chief Instructor and/or Track Chair and will be determined 
by the individual circumstances of each event.
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event?
   NER & NCR have the same basic requirements:
- You must be 18 years or older
- You must be a currently licensed driver
- You must not be under the infl uence of drowsiness-inducing or 
mind altering substances (prescribed or not) prior to or during 
the event.
- You must be a member of PCA or other recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements go to www.porschenet.
com
What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event?

   Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding tractors, 
because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or other car club recognized 
by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the above at our shared 
events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar de-register@ncr-pca.
org.
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 

entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specifi c rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced by 
other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
   All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar.
   Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be required to modify 
the mountings of, or install, seat belts. Host web sites will give 
details of requirements and should be checked periodically to 
stay current with any changes. All vehicles are required to have 
(at least) 3-point seat belts.
   For vehicles modifi ed from original specifi cation, please 
check your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, 
check for specifi c details regarding the installation of racing 
harnesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on 
both passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may not be 
acceptable. Check the web sites and READ your registration 
acknowledgements.
What else is needed?

   Both regions will require that your vehicle be given a pre-
track Technical Inspection by a PCA-recognized Inspector. 
These inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the 
event and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and 
track-worthiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections 
along with downloadable NER and NCR tech forms and a list 
of recognized inspectors can be found at each of the host 
regions’ web sites. Each host region will have slightly diff erent 
forms and requirements, but each will accept the host region’s 
“Tech” form signed and stamped by another region’s registered 
tech inspector. Please be aware, however, that technical in-
spection does not negate the vehicle’s driver/owner responsi-
bility for the vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, 
host region and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2005, SA2010, M2005 or M2010. 
In addition NER will also allow K2005 and K2010 helmets. In 
all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for their fi re 
safety qualities. Helmet certifi cations occur every 5 years and 
are valid in PCA events for 10 years, so an SA2005 or M2005 (or 
K2005) helmet will only be valid for four more years.
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this year, the NER Track 
Committee strongly recommends that you get a closed-face 
SA-rated helmet for the additional safety it aff ords.
   While NER does not require that your car be equipped with a 
fi re extinguisher, NER does strongly recommend it. You should 
be aware, however, that most regions still do require a 2-½ lb 
(minimum) class BC or ABC fi re extinguisher be mounted in a 
metal bracket and bolted to a metal surface although some 
regions allow a one-time exemption from this requirement 
for the fi rst event a driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region's requirements.
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What is NER’s Annual Spring Ramble, aside from the obvious; 120+ Porsches (Ramblers drive many vehicles other than 
Porsches), good friends, good food and a weekend at a top-notch resort hotel?

   You’ll arrive Thursday or Friday on your own, meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your social and partying 
activities. Then we’ll all convene at 7:30 AM on Saturday in the Tamarack Ballroom for registration, a Continental Breakfast, and 
drivers’ meeting and be on the road by 9:00 AM heading to our lunch stop via scenic back roads in VT. Following that respite we’ll 
follow an equally fun, back roads return to the Stowe Mountain Lodge, or if you prefer to get back sooner to begin your partying, 
massage, hike or whatever simply take the direct route that we’ll supply.
   For you fi rst timers – a hearty welcome; you’ve been 15-20% of the group every year. Your registration packet will include a 
detailed route to and from our lunch stop that Joyce and I have travelled many times revising and correcting. Unlike most other 
group tours, we drive on our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually in pods. Stop at an antique shop or photo op 
when you want and pick up the next pod coming down the road. Don’t like the pod you’re in, pull off  and join the next pod.
   At 6:00 PM we’ll meet for cocktails and hors d’ouvres followed by a plated dinner and more socializing on your own after dinner. 
Sunday morning is a full, hot, buff et breakfast after which you’re on your own again to head home or stay longer and enjoy the 
resort.
    We’re again sponsored by the good guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.277.3819; give them a 
call for anything from an oil change to a full street to track conversion.
   Even if you’re an experienced Rambler and have done this many times there are always new wrinkles; please read everything 
carefully.
   Unless you’re a masochist and enjoy queues, get your registration check and form to me early, we’re capped at 140 

rooms this year. 

   The Stowe Mountain Lodge is a relatively new facility, but was ranked Ninth in Conde Nast Traveler’s, readers’ choice “Top 150 
Mainland Hotels and Resorts”. Check them out at  http://www.stowemountainlodge.com/. Do some mining at http://www.gos-
towe.com/home if you plan on some extra time in the area.
   Our Saturday night Stowe Mountain Lodge rate includes your room, hors d’eouvres during our cocktail hour (cash bar after 
you’ve consumed your two freebies per person), Saturday night dinner (jackets for men) and Sunday morning full breakfast buff et, 
resort charges and is inclusive of all service charges, gratuities and taxes. The Friday night rate is your room only, inclusive of all 
taxes and gratuities, and is also applicable for three nights before Friday and three nights following Saturday. The daily resort fee 
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and WiFi charges have been waived; I’ve negotiated a 30% discount on spa massages, facials and body treatments; if you chose to 
valet park that fee has been reduced to $10/night. Free parking is available directly adjacent to the rear entrance to the lodge.
   Stowe Mtn. Lodge Single  Double

   Friday   $152.90                  $152.90  
   Saturday  $267.00                  $387.00
   Various sized suites are available, inquire when you call for your reservation.
 

  Finally the details:

   A)   Send in the registration fee (which includes continental breakfast at The Stowe Mountain Lodge and lunch on Saturday plus 
incidentals– THIS REGISTRATION FEE IS THE SAME AS LAST FOUR YEARS) of $55 per person ($75 per person after March 1) with 

your completed entry form below. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CAN NOT READ YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS…YOU GET THE PIC-

TURE! Please diff erentiate between “1” and “l”, “8” and “B”, “0” and “O’”, etc. Use an email address that you check frequently.

   B)   Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31; less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Stowe Mtn. Lodge reservations are cancelable by calling them through April 13, 2012 with no penalty.
   C)   Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an email from me with FURTHER DETAILS including The 
Stowe Mtn. Lodge phone number and our room block code to be used in making your reservation. DO NOT CALL THE STOWE 

MOUNTAIN LODGE AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESERVATION BEFORE YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT EMAIL – IT WILL NOT WORK - 

& WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.  

   D)   If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration – CONTACT ME as something has gone 
astray.  I’m away the latter half of Jan. so factor that into the equation.

   E)   Please make your reservations with Stowe Mtn. Lodge promptly!!

Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 PM or bmh993@Porschenet.com

2012 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

*Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):            *Phone (eve):

*Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:                              License Plate #:

NY Strip w/ Cippolini Mushrooms #______ Chicken w/ Lemon Thyme Glace #______

Grilled Salmon w/ Cranberry Ginger Beurre Blanc #______  Ricotta Gnocchi w/ Mushrooms #______

Lunch is hot salmon & chicken. Let me know here if you require a vegetarian lunch # _________

If you were on the ’11 Ramble and your personal data was correct, it is necessary to 
fi ll in only these items (*).

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stowefl ake Resort
‘07 The Equinox
‘08 The Balsams
‘09 Otesaga
‘10 The Mountain View Grand Hotel
‘11 The Equinox

Sponsored By
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Those who live in the metro-west area of Greater Boston, or who may have participated in one of the Club’s Spring or Fall rallies
are probably familiar with some of the back roads in the area that provide some excellent opportunities for a little “spirited”

driving in your Porsche. What you may not know is the fact that nestled deep in the woods in the middle of the small town of Stow
lies one of the most impressive collection of vintage aircraft and automobiles in the country.
   On Sunday, May 6th, the Northeast Region is pleased to invite you to join us for a tour of the Collings Foundation’s aviation
and automobile collection. The tour will begin at 10:00 AM, so plan to arrive 15 to 20 minutes before that so the group can be as-
sembled by the start time.
   The Stow facility includes an aviation museum and a vintage automobile collection, which includes over sixty-six American built
automobiles and vehicles from the fi rst half of the century. Included in the collection are midget, sprint and "Indy" race cars
(including a 1979 Porsche “Indy” a factory race car that smashed all the track records before being banned), Frank Duesenberg's
personal car, along with a Cadillac owned by Al Capone. Their website currently lists a 1993 Porsche RS America - Rolex
24 and Sebring 24 hour veteran. The aviation museum is home to a number of the Foundation's smaller aircraft, including an
original Bleriot XI (1909), 1911 Wright "Vin Fiz" (replica), Fokker DR-1 Triplane (replica), PT-17 Stearman (1942), AT-6 Texan (1945),
UC-78 Bobcat (1943), TBM Avenger (1945), Fiesler FI-156 Storch (1943), and a T-33 Shooting Star (1948). You can learn much more

about the Collings Foundation’s Stow collection, as well as 
the national touring schedule of their famous restored B-17, 
B-24, and
B-29 aircraft by going to their website at www.collingsfoun-
dation.org.
Please note that our tour group size is limited to 80 people 
and we need to confi rm a headcount prior to our tour date. 
 Please send an email to Steve Ross at SLR944@AOL.COM to 
reserve your spot (please indicate how many people in your 
group), if after the April 19th deadline,  please bring the $10 
late fee to the event.

Visit to the Collings Foundation, Stow MA - May 6th @ 10:00AM

Photo courtesy of The Collings Foundation. Reprinted with permission.

Photo courtesy of The Collings Foundation. Reprinted with permission.
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Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

When you race a Porsche, it’s all 
about being in control … 

All the real estate data you need to make an 
informed decision, at your fingertips! 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

It’s the same when you buy or sell your home ... 

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

by Sam Curley 
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It Really WAS Better Then - Denise McCluggage Speaks

Denise McCluggage came to visit with us at the Lars 
Anderson Museum in early January. She’s a race car 
driver, contributing editor at Auto Week, and one heck 

of a person. At 82 years old, she has seen and done what most 
of us only dream about, in a time when her gender was not 
supposed to be doing what she did. As a sports journalist in 
the early 50’s she covered skiing, race car driving, and yachting 
to name a few. I had a few minutes to talk with her before she 
started speaking to the crowd.  She was warm, spirited, kind, 
and funny. I liked her the second I set eyes on her, and I know if 
you were there, you couldn’t help but do the same. 
   “I don’t like to give interviews before I speak.” She began. 
   I was a little startled by this since that was “the plan.”
   “It’s just that, if you ask me a question, and I tell you the story, 
and someone else asks the same question during my talk, I get 
very confused, and think to myself  ‘didn’t I just tell that story?’ 
I’m old,” she grinned at me  “I get confused easily.” 
   I smiled at her, and she winked at me, and the mood was 
set. We were conspiratorial sisters, off  the record, and here for 
nothing more than a little chat between girl drivers. We leaned 
in; I, because I wanted her all to myself, and she, because she 
doesn’t hear so well. Fifty years in race cars with no hearing 
protection does that to a girl. But it just endeared her to me 
even more. 
   We talked about her home in Santa Fe, and the motorsports 
luncheon she hosts every month in a local restaurant. ”It’s a 
drop by kind of thing.” she said, “very casual. Come by some-
time” 
   The chat was casual, but I needed some answers, if only for 
my personal understanding. 

   “They call you ‘a pioneer of equality for women in the U.S’ es-
pecially in motorsports. We’re you conscious of that label then? 
Did you feel like a justice maker?”
   She laughed gently and shook her head. “I didn’t fi ght for 
women’s rights; I got in a car and drove.” 
   A few minutes after, I needed to know one more thing.  “How 
did you get started?” I asked. “Driving I mean. How did you end 
up in a car?” 
   “I was a sports journalist, and I believed that to understand 
something, to really be able to write about it, you have to do it. 
It wasn’t a big deal like it is now. You drove your car to a track, 
and they let you drive, or race, or whatever you wanted to do. It 
wasn’t a big deal. You just did it. “ 
   She began to drive professionally in the mid-1950s earning 
the respect of her male counterparts. Her trademark was a 
white helmet with black dots. She heard once that people said 
she had a distinctive helmet because she wanted all the men 

Denise spellbinding the crowd.

Hans Peter and Frank talk cars.

Copy and Photos by Adrianne Ross
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to know exactly who was passing them! She grins slyly at that 
prospect.
   Her racing achievements included winning the grand touring 
category at Sebring in a Ferrari 250 GT in 1961, and she scored 
a class win in the Monte Carlo Rally in a Ford Falcon in 1964. 
She also participated in the 1000-km race at the Nurburgring. 
She drove Porsches, Maseratis and other racing cars of many 
marques. 
   She told some fantastic stories of her racing days.  “The good 
news about being so tired you begin to hallucinate is that 
you only add things to the landscape. That is, that you don’t 
hallucinate out the cliff , or the wall, but things get added to 
the picture.” She told of a  long rally run across Europe where 
at about hour 30 she found herself working quite hard to have 
very smooth shifts because the little gnomes, sitting along 
the fences tended to applaud her more loudly based on the 
smoothness of shifting. But when the gnomes with the espe-
cially tall hats with little ribbons applauded her driving eff ort, 
that’s when she felt she was doing her best. 
   She recalled Pat Moss (Sterling’s sister) saying to her that 

Michelle Wang enjoys the evening.



when she was especially tired, she liked to aim for the black cat 
on the apex. 
   Once Denise’s driving career in the states took off , she was 
invited to LeMans. “But I couldn’t drive there,” she told us. 
“Women were banned from the race. You see, the year before 
a woman driver had died, and the public was outraged, and so 
they weren’t allowed to drive it anymore.
   “So I said to an offi  cial, ‘A Frenchman died last year as well, but 
you didn’t ban the French!’” 
   The stories and laughter continued through the evening. 
Tales of Sterling Moss, and Formula One at Watkins Glen. How 
she prefers the Cayman R. “There’s a diff erence between fast 
and quick. I prefer quick.”
    She told us about her Kinesthetic cookie, “a rightness of feel-
ing when you control the car at its limit,” and about covering 
motorsports in general, sometimes from behind the fence. “I 
wasn’t allowed in the paddock.” She states simply. 
   As a journalist Denise holds both the Ken W. Purdy Award for 
Excellence in Automotive Journalism and the Dean Batchelor 
Lifetime Achievement Award. She was presented a lifetime 
achievement award by the IAMA and is the ONLY journalist 
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Steve Ross makes announcements.



to be inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame. Her weekly 
syndicated column called "Drive, She Said" appears in some 90 
newspapers across the U.S. and Canada. She is the author of 
a number of books including The Centered Skier and By Brooks 
Too Broad for Leaping (a collection of pieces from AutoWeek). 
She wrote the text to accompany Tom Burnside's photographs 
for American Racing: Road Racing in the 50s and 60s.
   We really enjoyed our evening with Denise. She is one of a 
kind, and really made you feel like it just WAS better back then. 
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Desserts and Dino.

The crowd waits for Denise.
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Copy by Chris Ryan and photos by Adrianne Ross

Paul Russell & Co. Tour - Report

As we are extremely fortunate to do every two years, NER 
members had the opportunity to see one of the fi nest 
automobile restoration shops in the world in action. 

And the unusually warm weather (for January) meant the park-
ing lot at the Paul Russell and Company parking lot contained 
quite a few Porsches (including one of mine). About 100 club 
members gathered to enjoy the tour, which was hosted by fel-
low PCA member Alex Finnigan, Sales Manager for Paul Russell 
along with Jack Styles, who oversees much of the behind the 
scenes activity associated with the magnifi cent automotive 
restorations undertaken at Paul Russell & Co. 
   After checking in, we had an opportunity to gather in the 
main shop, enjoy coff ee and donuts, and wander among the 
various works of art/automotive history present there. Alex 
kicked off  the meeting with a brief explanation of the opera-
tion for those who had not had the pleasure of seeing this 
place before. He explained the beginnings of the Company 
which was otherwise known back then as Gullwing Service 

continued next page



Company, a restoration shop specializing in the classic Mer-
cedes Benz 300SL model. He went on to explain the magnitude 
of the work that goes into restoration of the cars they work on, 
and how this work requires highly skilled craftsmanship from 
people who also have an intuitive knowledge of how to recre-
ate these automobiles, literally remanufacturing original parts 
that are no longer available in many cases. 
   Following this introduction we were off  to the metal fabrica-
tion shop where we gathered around a race car project being 
undertaken for the son of the car’s original owner, it was the 
fi rst Ferrari race car to be imported into America. Alex ex-
plained that the car was being restored using its original body 
metal, as is now the norm, which requires an even greater 
amount of time and skill due to the need to work with old, 
work-hardened aluminum. This particular car had also been 
in several wrecks during its racing days, and hastily repaired, 
requiring the complete disassembly of the suspension mounts 
from the chassis, re-straightening the chassis, and then re-
mounting of the suspension in its proper position.
   Next we made our way through the paint prep shop, where 
several Ferrari’s and a couple of 300 SL’s were staged in various 
stages of preparation for painting. Alex described how they do 
not normally do “just a paint job”, but painstakingly strip the car 
to bare metal, repair any fl aws in the metal surface including 
resetting all door fi ts and other seams using lead, not Bondo, as 
originally done at the factory. He explained that while the paint 
job portion can cost approximately $3,000, the preparation 
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process can typically be $30,000 to be done correctly.
   Back in the mechanics shop, we stopped to admire a Ferrari 
coupe that was still in the beginning stages of the painstaking 
disassembly process. The plan is to restore the car in its original 
colors – black body with a light green roof. Its engine stood 
next to the car awaiting a complete teardown. It will undergo 
a complete restoration. Everything possible that is original will 
be used, although new wiring and fuel lines (manufactured to 
look exactly like the originals), will be used.
   From the main shop, we entered the showroom and storage 
area where customer’s cars are being stored either for the win-
ter or while awaiting service. Wandering among the Mercedes 
190, 280, and 300 SL’s, a Jaguar XK150, a Ferrari, a couple of 
gorgeous 356’s, and even an old Porsche Diesel tractor, you 
could not help but feel you had stepped into another world. If 
you missed this year’s tour, you can take a virtual one online at 
www.paulrussell.com their website is full of interesting infor-
mation about the operation, its history, and the cars they have 
restored.
   The crowd had a chance to mill around in this area chatting 
with each other and hearing Alex describe historical tidbits on 
these cars and their owners from a fi rst-hand perspective. We 
wish to thank Alex, Jack, and the rest of the Paul Russell staff  for 
another enjoyable tour of a truly special operation.

continued next page
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Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287
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On the Road with Kevin Buckler

Every once in a while, I throw the topic of “interviews” out 
to the board. This isn’t really about my inability to name 
some people I’d love to interview, but more about people 

who would be interesting to the club at large. I ask because 
I’m not sure who’s who around here. I mean, I’m learning, and 
that’s all well and good, but I”m not quite caught up on all of 
the important racing names. I’ve been discovering the links 
between Jackie Stewart and McLaren for instance...but this isn’t 
about me.
   Back to the board. They occasionally pitch a name I think I 
could manage to get a hold of, and last year Bruce pitched out 
Kevin Buckler. Interesting.
   Kevin Buckler is the founder and CEO of TRG (The Racer’s 
Group) and TRG Motorsports. He is a professional race car driver 
and team owner. He’s also an enthusiastic PCA member, and 
driver. He has more than 100 professional starts with numerous 
pole positions and podium fi nishes. 
   I’d never met him, but had interviewed two of his best drivers, 
and bonded with a third down at the 24 Hours of Daytona last 
year. I’d also heard interesting things. I have to say I was a little 
amazed at Kevin’s accomplishments, I had no idea he was that 
prolifi c a racer. He’s also the busiest man in motorsports. Over 
the course of 5 phone calls, 3 games of telephone tag, and 
some dropped signals, he tried to call me while he was driving 
through North Carolina, and we talked… a little. This is what 
I’ve got so far, and I hope to fi nish up with him later in Febru-
ary to talk a bit about the winery. He’s game to talk; now all we 
have to do is catch each other again...
“I’m hard-core Porsche Club from the old days,” he started. “It’s 
how I got my start. I grew up in Southern California during the 

American Graffi  ti-like car culture days. I even loved Porsches 
back then.”
   Kevin was amiable and joyful as he recalled those early days. 
   “I spent those really formative years (pre licensed) “borrow-
ing” a good friend’s dad’s turbo. I learned a lot,” he paused “until 
we got caught.” 
   Always involved in sports car stuff  as a teen, in the late 80s 
Kevin began to auto cross, and DEs with the PCA early on. He 
dove into the club, socially, and technically, participating in 
rallies, tours AX, and DE.  
   In 1992 he got a letter inviting him to the PCA fi rst club race 
ever. It was the debut race in Second Creek Colorado. Since 
he wasn’t a “racer” he was invited to try “Club Racing.” So Kevin 
and his then girlfriend Debra hopped into his car for the 12 
hour drive with one crew guy following behind. 
   From then on Kevin recalls, “The hook was set.”
   In 1992 Kevin started TRG about, and around performance 
parts. He and Debra traveled from California to Florida, and 
all the tracks in between Club Racing, and selling parts from a 
trailer. 
   His history in Club Racing is phenomenal. He went to every 
“fi rst” Club Race, from Sebring, to Atlanta, to Road America. He 
drove in the race, and sold parts along the way, and as Club 
Racing evolved, so did TRG.  
   Kevin’s fi rst pro race happened in 1995 at the IMSA Grand 
Prix of California. It was to be televised on ESPN, and Kevin was 
the “local kid” in the race. He entered his ‘72 911 high-rev 3.6 
motor. A reporter asked him how he would race against profes-
sionals, and how he thought he’d do. “Well,” Kevin started, “I’m 
out here driving with a lot of my heroes, drivers I really admire 

Copy by Adrianne Ross photos courest TRG

TRG’s 2012 24 Hours of Daytona Enries! 
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and look up to. I just really hope I don’t embarrass myself.”  
   He didn’t. He won the race. 
   They moved TRG to Sears Point Raceway in ‘95 to be closer to 
the track, and spent 10 years there doing parts, instruction, and 
pro racing when they could. 
   Kevin’s fi rst 24 Hours of Daytona happened in 1996. He drove 
for other teams until 2002 when Monster Cable backed him 
with a factory Porsche team. He won that race in class, and in 
2003, he won it again. Only this time, they won overall, beating 
the entire fi eld by 9 laps. 
   Later in 2003 the team was accepted to LeMans. They landed 
in France A bunch of rough and tumble California kids. “We got 
there, and drove into the paddock, and there were our 2 measly 
containers, between a humungous Cadillac outfi t on one side, 
and an enormous Audi outfi t on the other. 
   “Oh my God – we have this tiny little couple of boxes, and 
they’ve been here for weeks getting ready.” He laughingly 
recalled. 
   The team stood in a circle with their little boxes, put their 
hands in… and rallied. They won their race in class beating 
even the Porsche factory car. 
   Later that same year Kevin’s team had two wins in Grand-
Am – and also won the Porsche Cup for Porsche. “Usually some 
young German kid won that race, not some old guy from 
California.” But they had accumulated so many points, that the 
win was theirs. 
   In 2004 Kevin was “put out to pasture.” “I was doing too much,” 

He recalls, “and Patrick Long was driving then.”
   In 2005 TRG started a Pontiac program winning all three 
championships, and in 2007 they won again with Porsche. “So 
at least we know it’s not the marque.” Kevin joked. 
   This year TRG has 5 cars running in Daytona. They even have 
one driver, Ben Keating, driving 2 cars. 
   TRG branched out into NASCAR 3-4 years ago. ‘It has real ups 
and downs.” He remarked. “It a very high end program, like 
America’s F1. There are 36 races in one season (Grand-Am typi-
cally has about 14-16 a season), but  as a new team its diffi  cult 
to play on a level playing fi eld. In Grand-Am, you get a new 
Porsche, or a new Ferrari, then it’s up to my team to fi gure out 
how to make that car go fast. In NASCAR I have to buy a car 
from a competitor who’s pushing it out the back door. Right off  
the bat we’re not as fast as they are, and that’s hard.”
   In the last 11 years TRG has 12 podiums (2 cars on the po-
dium twice). 
   From a California kid with racing dreams, I had to ask if he’d 
ever imagined that this was where he would be, with 5 cars 
in the 50th anniversary race at Daytona, and a motorsports 
empire.
   “There’s a reason I didn’t call it ‘Buckler Racing.’ It’s called The 
Racers Group because I’m all about team.” He paused.  “If you 
have good people with a common goal, working hard, good 
things will happen.” 

TRG’s 2011  24 Hours of Daytona GT Winner and Team!! 
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musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 

 South Windsor, CT 06074

phone: 860.291.9415 
fax: 860.291.9416

Service  Parts  Tuning 

Fabrication  Modification

911/944/986/996/997/GT3  

Engine & Transmission  

Rebuilding

Brake Pads

(low cost shipping)

Call the experts.

    Quality. Performance.

on the road 
      or on the track...

Don’t Lift-  continued from page 12

   Chief Scrutineer, Chris Outzen — The Chief Scrutineer is responsible for communicating 
with our current tech inspectors and certifying new tech inspectors. He answers driver’s 
tech-related questions prior to events and provides tech advice to the Track Chair and 
safety representative. Chris lives in Sudbury, MA. His track Cars include: 1991 Porsche 964 
C2, 1999 BMW Z3, and 2006 Nissan 350Z. All these car are fully caged SCCA legal racecars. 
He has been DE-ing for 13 years and is an instructor (Red run group). Chris is a successful 
amateur racer. For the last two years he has run both a Spec Miata and an ITR BMW Z3 in 
National and Regional SCCA races, logging multiple podium fi nishes and wins.
   Track Tech Lead, Ann Anderson — The Track Tech Lead is responsible for leading the 
team that conducts a daily pre-event safety check of all non-instructor cars at the track 
and for ensuring each participant provides a tech inspection form for their car. Ann lives 
in Andover. She and Dick, our Novice Development Chief, drive a 2004 GT3 w/roll cage, 
suspension, headers and a stock 2002 911 Turbo. Ann has been a member since 2007 and 
is in the White run group.
   Instructor Development, Ray Bahr — The Chief of Instructor Development responsibili-
ties include identifying potential instructor candidates, managing the instructor devel-
opment program and coordinating with the Track Chair and Chief Instructor. Ray lives in 
Carlisle and currently owns a 996 C4. Past Porsches include: 1973 914, 1976 914, and 1988 
944 Turbo S (2). On track he drives a 2006 Subaru Sti with “no mods :-)” — you can tell 
from the reliability, actually suspension mods, not much rubber left, good shocks, stock 
motor except forged pistons, good turbo, lots of cooling, good brakes, cage, seats, belts, 
and ‘oh yeah’ good brakes. Ray has been DE-ing off  and on about 25 years, PCA NER in the 
early ‘80s, then moved and stopped for a while, then back again in the ‘90s, then away and 
then back again about six years ago, also with COM, Trackmasters, Chin, BMW, and anyone 
silly enough to let him on the track. Current an instructor (Red run group). Ray has been 
wrenching on some car or another for the last umpteen years and has done track time 
with Porsches, BMWs, VWs, and Subarus.
   Control Chief, TBD — The Control Chief responsibilities include recruiting and training a 
core group of people to handle the Control functions in concert with Track Ops. The Con-
trol Chief coordinates with the track’s race control and corner marshals (fl aggers) and our 
Track Chair to ensure the event is run safely and according to NER’s protocols and policies. 
This position is in the process of being fi lled.
   DE Socials, Adrianne Ross — The DE Social lead recruits volunteers and, with their help 
and support from the Track Chair, plans, prepares for, and runs DE socials at our multi-day 
events. Adrianne lives in Melrose, MA, drives a Boxster on the street and on the track. She 
has been DE-ing for 2 years and is currently in the Blue run group. Adrianne is also our 
esteemed Newsletter Editor.
   Ground School, Steve Artick — The Ground School lead is responsible for coordinating 
the ground school date and sponsor/host, preparing advertising, managing registra-
tions, preparing the training materials, and conducting the Ground School presentation. 
Steve lives in Burlington and owns a 2006 Carrera 4. He has been DE-ing for 15 years and 
is an instructor (Red run group). Steve has 200+ DE track days under his wheels, has been 
a Track Committee member over 10 years. His previous TC positions include Track Ops, 
Chief of Novice Development, Chief Instructor, and Chief of Instructor Development.
   Consultant, Matthew Wallis — The consultant’s responsibilities include providing the 
Track Chair and other members of the track committee with suggestions and advice. Mat-
thew is an experienced instructor (Red run group) and has previously held the Chief In-
structor position. Unfortunately, I didn’t give the members of the Track Committee much 
time to send me their information, so more of an introduction for Matthew will have to 
wait until he has an opportunity to reply.
   Please remember, your Track Committee is made up of volunteers. Join me in thanking 
them for their eff orts. -    Sincerely, Stan
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well, and he counts many of them among his good friends. Any 
customer who is new to EPE is a Porsche-only customer now.
   Jerry has two technicians, Matt and Bill, working with him. 
Each is a knowledgeable car guy, but has his specialty. Bill does 
electrical work very well and very quickly. He also performs 
much of the engine and gearbox repairs. Matt does much of 
the service and more general repairs. He is a key part of the 
racetrack support team. Jerry’s preference is older Porsches as 
well as much of the suspension upgrades and setup, along with 
most of the in house design and engine fabrication work. They 
can each do every task, but it makes sense to feed into your 
strengths.
   EPE does everything from minor service all the way to race-
cars. Jerry was a crew chief at the Rolex 24 hours of Daytona in 
’98, ’99, and ’03. His team placed respectfully in the standings, 
which was a notable accomplishment considering the level of 
competition at the Daytona race.
   The supportive presence he lends to his racecar clients in-
cludes preparing the car at EPE. About three weeks before the 
Rolex 24 race, the car gets shipped down for a three-day test, 
and is then shipped back to Natick to be completely disas-
sembled and rebuilt in preparation for the actual race, which he 
attends. Jerry is also involved in club racing and vintage racing 
at various tracks around the country and in Canada. His most 
recent Porsche was a 2003 Super Cup car that he and a very 
good friend purchased brand new from Porsche Motorsport.
   Jerry was not a car guy as a teenager. But he did have a 
younger brother who was into American muscle cars, (Greg 
Pellegrino owns  Vintage Motorsports in Holliston, MA) and a 
grandfather who had talent as a mechanic for engines of any 
type.
   When I asked him about his fi rst car, he told me all about an 
Alfa Romeo he bought that ended up being life-altering. So 
rather than call it his favorite, he classifi es it as ‘most meaning-
ful.’ Jerry says he doesn’t get attached to his cars, so he doesn’t 

name them all and treat them as family members as I do, but he 
did have his one vanity plate made up with “Tesora” on it, which 
is Italian for “treasure.” The gentleman who serviced Tesora for 
him was a British Master Mechanic, Keith Welby, who ran Cars 
International in Upton, MA (being named a master mechanic 
is a notable distinction.). CI serviced all European cars. At that 
time, Jerry was working as a machinist. He disliked the mo-
notony of churning out x number of parts each day. So his day 
job was not rewarding, but he did have an unusual night job 
dabbling in the rock and roll business. He did the sound boards 
for bands in the Boston area for about fi ve years.
   Jerry decided to ask Keith if he could be an apprentice to 
him. Up to that point in his life Jerry had never worked on a car. 
Keith took a chance on him because he knew Jerry had a clean 
slate for learning things the right way. He served as an appren-
tice for fi ve years before striking out on his own. As part of his 
apprenticeship, he took his own Alfa Romeo completely apart 
and restored it. He must have done an exemplary job, because 
he ended up selling it, pre-internet days, to a man in California 
for a sum of money large enough to put a down payment on a 
house!
   I asked him whether it had been a steep learning curve to 
learn to fi x all years and models of Porsche. He said if you are 
a real technician, part of what’s interesting about your job is 
being presented with opportunities to fi gure things out. Rather 
than just referring to a manual and following the steps, you 
have a desire to actually study the problem, understand what 
happened, and fi x it so the problem won’t resurface.
   Jerry is part of a group called Professional Porsche Techni-
cians. To become a member, you have to submit credentials 
which must meet strict qualifi cations. There are about 100 
members of this group. Being a member gives you a password 
for access to an on-line forum where you can reach out to fel-
low members for help with a car issue or read about problems 
and solutions that have been posted. As we know, the Internet 
is full of all kinds of advice, and much of it is unsubstantiated. 
This is a source that he values.
   I found Jerry to be funny, unpretentious, straightforward, 
and someone who doesn’t take life or himself too seriously. We 
appreciate that he has been very supportive fi nancially of PCA/
NER. And he’s obviously one of the best people you could trust 
your car with. So consider giving him a call for any of your car 
needs.
   Jerry’s mantra is: “Be nice to your car, and it will be nice to 
you.” Remember that.
   Send me an e-mail and off er to talk to me: vhy4167@hotmail.
com. I’ll make a bet with you that you’re more interesting than 
you think! :) 
   In the meantime, get out and enjoy your car.

Under the Radar -  continued from page 9
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Kristian L. Bae
Shrewsbury, MA 
2012 Cayenne S

Ronald Boudreau
Boylston, MA
2001 Boxster/S

Robert Costa
Swansea, MA
2010 Panamera 

Kathryn DeGraaf
Northborough, MA
2012 Cayman

Jonathan P. Dutch
Cambridge, MA
2009 Cayenne GT

Bill Fitzgerald
Milton, MA
2007 Boxster

John P. Foran
Yarmouthport, MA
2011 Carrera S

Deborah J. Guillet
Framingham, MA
1995 Carrera 911

Phillip R. Hankins
Billerica, MA
2006 Boxster/S

Ann Irving
Lexington, MA
2011 Carrera 4S

John E. Kellner
Westford, MA
2000 911

Derek Lane-Smith
Billerica, MA
2002 Boxster

James M. Ready
Clinton, MA
2001 Boxster S

Joseph P. Schwartz
Auburndale, MA
1984 911

Richard Semergian
Greenland, NH
1997 Boxster

Michael C. Yag
Northbridge, MA
2012 911/4 GTS

New Members

brake pads couldn’t go in until the calipers had been repainted and while they were 
drying I gave the opposite wheel well a shot of fl at black to cover some road stains 
from a CV boot that gave up. As the younger generation says, “it’s all good,” and great 
fun for me.
   KTF
   For those loyal readers that have been nudging me to join the 21st century, I do 
have a “blog” for these ramblings and while currently under construction, it can 
be found at fourspeedsanddrumbrakes.blogspot.com. Getting them in the correct 
order is still a mystery but I’m working on it. Suggestions are welcome.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 7

the pits, resulted in him letting them by. We slowing increased his cornering speed 
throughout the day but I could see he was upset about letting others pass. Finally 
after we fi nished the day, he gave me a “backhanded” compliment saying I was the 
best instructor he had ever had. Since his fi rst one had walked away from him, it 
did not seem like much of a compliment. 
   In 1987 I was called by a PCA member from NJ who had a proposition for me. He 
asked if I would like to spend a week instructing MB salespeople driving Mercedes 
and competitive cars at the race track at Laguna Seca with a bunch of other mostly 
PCA instructors. The assignment was tough: fl ight both ways, stay in a great hotel 
in Monterrey and get paid to boot. Grudgingly I took the off er and had a blast 
driving for fi ve straight days at a world-class racing facility. The next year I was 
off ered stints at Pocono Raceway a couple of times, not as fun but challenging. In 
1985 I went to my fi rst parade, this one being held in Costa Mesa, California where 
I co-drove a friend’s 914-6 in the autocross which was held at the old Riverside 
Raceway in the southern California desert. The temperature at the track was 110 
degrees, dry as bone and the organizers had put out umbrellas at tables with 
pitchers of water and saltines (for the salt) and warned everyone not to stay in the 
sun too long. Although pylons slowed the course in a few places, it was a very fast 
event. Not ever having driven the course I drove around the infi eld in my rental 
car to fi gure out where the track went (no walk thru or parade laps). Then came 
the event where you get three individual timed laps the fi rst one a practice one 
and the other two counting to determine the winner. Now for the tough part: the 
rules required long pants and sleeves, and a helmet (just like DE events) and the 
windows being shut (remember it was 110 degrees and the car did not have AC), 
needless to say after one lap I came in and had a pitcher of water poured over my 
head, this cooled me down enough to make the last two laps without passing out. 
In driving the course I realized that speeds were very high, near 100 mph in some 
places. I fi nished second to my friends and received a trophy presented by the 
guest speaker that night, Dan Gurney. After the event PCA decided that racecours-
es were not a great idea for autocrossing.
   In future columns I will relate other adventures from my years of autocrossing 
and DE.

   Virginia provided the following Membership Report: NER has 1,422 Primary mem-
bers, 989 Affi  liate members, for a total membership of 2411. During the month NER 
had 16 new members, with 1 transfer-in and 14 transfers-out.   
   The next meeting will be held February 8th, at Kristen Larson’s home. 
   The meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm.

Minutes- continued from page 8
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Around the Cones-  continued from page 11
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2004 GT3, Red w/black interior. “J” Class, numerous wins. 
12,000 miles, excellent condition inside and out. Full cage, 
RaceTech seat, Moton Club Sport adjustable shocks. Cup 
mono balls, shifter, cables, clutch and rotors. OEM muffl  ers and 
straight pipes. Spare Fikses and wets. Sure Shift sequential shift 
light. AMB transponder and in-car display. In-car RaceCam. 
Maintained by EPE. $59,000.   Barry.Brensinger@LBPA.com. 603-
6225450. (1/12)
2007 Audi RS4.  Black with gray leather interior.  All available 
options and Audi updates.  Excellent condition inside and out.  
54,000 miles, never tracked.  $40,000.   Barry.Brensinger@lbpa.
com. 603-6225450. (1/12)
2009 Porsche Boxster PDK. 10,xxx miles. Meteor Grey Metal-
lic w/ Sand Beige interior and ocoa top. Bought new 8/10. Full 
factory warranty until 8/1/14, or 50,000 miles. Heated seats, 18” 
Cayman II wheels, wind defl ector, automatic climate control, 
Bluetooth, Sports Chrono, Bose High End Sound, Universal 
Audio Interface. Stuttgart built. Dealer serviced. Like new. 
Always garaged. Health issues causing sale. COA and window 
sticker. MSRP - $58,230.  $41,500 o.b.o.. Rick at 508-255-3583, or 
rdparis@his.com. (1/12)
2001 Boxster S - 50,000 miles - Lapis Blue - Removeable 
hardtop - Tiptronic - I have owned for 7 years and have records 
for that time period - Clean inside & out - No issues - Asking 
$17,500.00 - James Smith - jm.smith23@hotmail.com - Cell - 
617-293-4834(1/12)

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute 
the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the 
products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the 
unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no 
later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the 
magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials 
is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for 
two months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want 
ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to 
a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every detail of 
your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! 
Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.

The car cocoons.

The steering wheel collection.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 44



N O R E A S T E Rpage 46

President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
Home: 508-439-2315 email: c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Acting Vice President - Administrative

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
Activities@porschenet.com 
Treasurer

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; treasurer@porschenet.com
Secretary

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; nshanny@mac.com
Membership

Virginia H. Young
1092 Norton Avenue, Taunton, MA. 02780
vhy4167@hotmail.com 
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
P.O. Box 760727, Melrose, MA 02176
Cell: 781-249-5091, email: aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Activities@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross

Jon Cowen
12 Copeland Rd., Framingham, MA 01701
email: JCowenNER@gmail.com
Chair -Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
Cell: 978-337-3095; stanley_corbett@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Chris Outzen
Home: 978-443-0732  email: Chris@theoutzens.com
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508- 651-1316 epe@epe.com
Novice Development - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898 email: DickAnderson114@gmail.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ray Bahr
rbahr1900@yahoo.com
978.371.1294
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb; email: jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com
Home: 705-328-2647, Mobile: 514-235-0157

NER Board of Directors

In summary:
   Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to enter
   Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver Education
   Go to their registration site and register for events
   Pay online or forward a check to the host region
   Have a fi re extinguisher installed in your car (if that is required by the host 
region)
   Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds SA2005 or M2005 (or 
K2005)
   Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks before the event
   Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home region’s web site
   Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you will need it at the 
event
   Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring that appear on our 
web site
   Come to the track and have fun.

using this method? It keeps the galvy coating intact. A few hundred hours of 
cutting, grinding, welding, bending you get what you see in the pictures: sill 
stands with custom front jack point (1), custom seat installs (2,3), roll cage so 
tight you have to see it to believe it (4), full seam-welding, shaved gutters, trick 
cooler install (5); the list goes on. I’ll post more pics when the car returns from 
Series 900.
   Next month: More photos and info on the 911ST build, and prepping two 
Cup Cars for the upcoming PCA race season. And for the all-weather Porsche 
drivers, my 928 with studded snow tires and a ski rack. 
   Kenny Conway

Improving and maintaining excellence- continued from page 13

Full seam welding, shaved 
gutters, trick cooler install

Roll cage so tight you 
have to see it to beilieve it

What is Driver’s Education -  continued from page 25
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