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On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

Oh fellow Porsche fanatics, it’s been quite a 
few months! I didn’t relate my Grand Am 

Birmingham adventure to you yet, and then in 
April I became a racecar driver!! I’m torn… But, 
Amy and Tom both produced LeMons stories, so 
maybe I’ll go back to B’ham now, and cover LeM-
ons next month. Then you won’t be too tired of it.
   Barber Motorsports Park, located near Birming-
ham AL, was designed with motorcycles in mind. 
It’s privately owned, and the owner is a bike 
fanatic! But it’s still one of the prettiest, well-orga-
nized tracks I’ve been to.
   The background — or underground — story 
is also interesting. The track sits on an old city 
dump. That’s what all the bugs everywhere are 
about. There are these huge metal spiders that 
live at one corner (“Charlotte’s Web”), and other 
metal bugs scattered throughout the track — 
ants, roaches, etc. You’ve all wondered… now you 
know.
   Anyway, the owner made a deal with the city. If 
they gave him the land to green over and build a 

track, he would, upon his death, grant the 
beautifully built track to the city. Pretty cool huh?
   The weekend consisted of no less than six races. 
It was Grand Am, and IndyCar — same track, 
same weekend. It was awesome! For three days 
straight, I got to listen to, and watch, races.
   This time I went down with a Conti team. The 
strange thing was that the Rolex race would run 
in the early afternoon, and the Conti race was 
in the evening, from 4:00 to 6:30. I spent a good 
deal of Friday on the track for testing, as well as 
qualifying.
   We lined up for qualifying, and wished our 
drivers luck. What seemed like just a few minutes 
later, we were jumping up and down, hugging 
each other, and whooping it up. Pole! We’d 
qualifi ed in pole position for our class!
   Wow! That was exciting, and nerve wracking. 
When you’re fi rst, everyone is gunning for you. 
Sleep tight!
   Saturday dawned with a promise of 80 degrees, 
and two fantastic races in which I knew most 
of the players. I came early to the track because 

In This Issue...

We had some amazing contributions of 
photographs from the Ramble and our 

Novice Day. Thank you so much to all who con-
tributed! They are awesome! Check them out 
in this issue. It’s too bad I have a limited space, 
but I tried to include something from everyone. 
   It was an exciting month for the Notheast 
region. We got some track time, and Rambled, 
we AXed, and ate. It’s a great time to be a part 
of the club!
   The Summer heats up with our Canadian 
Tour, and our trip to the Glen. This year we’re 
going to have some family activities for those 
who come to the Glen but don’t drive. We lined 
up some Tour busses to take us into Corning 
to see the glass museum (a cannot miss!), and 
the Rockwell Museum of Western Art. Plus - a 6 
hour wine tour! 
   Come play with us at these world class ven-
ues. It’s sure to be a good time!

I love the atmosphere of early morning at the 
racetrack. It’s not fevered (yet), there’s some great 
conversation to be had, and everyone is excited 
and getting to the details of the day. I love it.
   When it came time for us to be on track, the 
chatter was about 69 cars starting the fi rst 
regular race of the season on what amounted to 
a pretty narrow track. That should make things 
interesting. I put on my headset, and listened to 
the green fl ag drop. (It sounds like this by the 
way: GREEN! GREEN! GREEN! GO! GO! GO!) And 
sure enough, a pack of 69 drivers, hyped up like 
they’ve had 10 cups of coff ee that afternoon, 
went, went, went — and on turn one, lap one, 
about 10 of them crashed into each other. One 
Mustang thought the best solution was to go, 
well… over the competition. So that’s what he 
did, he went up the backside of a Mazda, and 
over the top of him.
   Needless to say, the yellow came out, and the 
broken cars pitted. Our driver was not involved 
because he was out in front of the fray. Lucky us!

   Ten yellow laps in, and we’re ready to race, 
again. The cars were close together in a 
pack, just peeking around the fi nal turn to 
the front straight, and once again the green 

 I put on my headset, and listened to the green 

fl ag drop. (It sounds like this by the way… 

GREEN! GREEN! GREEN! GO! GO! GO!) continued on page 44
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a little more attention than others. Our group 
varies from the woman that is looking to improve 
her crossovers to the guy that still can’t stand up 
on the ice. And yes, I’m talking about the other 
guy. My problem is much more serious. I suppose 
from the bleachers it probably looks more like 
herding cats than teaching a group of adults to 
skate. 
      If you have attended a Driver Ed event and 
had an instructor, that person may have asked 
you how you tend to learn. Do you need to read 
everything about it before you try it? Do you 
need to sit in the car and watch someone else 
drive, or do you just need to get behind the 
wheel to learn? Every one is diff erent. I don’t 
pick up a thing watching someone else so I have 
to just get in and go. At the track, we have the 
luxury of working with only one or two 
individuals during the day. There is an 
opportunity to spend some time with them 
before we ever get near the racing surface to 
learn about each other and fi nd out how we 

should work together. Our skating 
instructor does not have any of these 
things going for her. As I mentioned, I need 
to learn by doing; so I strap steel blades 
to my feet and jump out on the ice. Three 
weeks in to this and I can get along just 
fi ne. I have a funny looking but eff ective 

stride.
   As I mentioned before, there is one huge prob-
lem I do have. Each group gets the same amount 
of space, about 40 x 100 feet. That may seem 
like a lot, but then factor in another 12 people 
and that space seems pretty crowded. When we 
are asked to take fi ve strides and then glide, I’m 
out of room before I ever get a chance to glide. 
This is where my problem begins. I can’t stop. 
I can’t fi gure it out. Picture a 225-pound man, 
blades on his feet and no brakes, hurtling toward 
a group of children. At this point, every parent 
in the bleachers is on their feet ready to run out 
and rescue their child. No, no one gets hurt. I can 
turn on a dime, but I need to keep turning until 
I eventually slow to a stop or I’ll just run into the 
wall. I tend to do both. If I’m waiting for everyone 
else to catch up, I’ll just glide around for a while. 
If we need to get back to the line quickly, I’ll bang 
into the wall and then skate back slowly. Recently, 
our instructor removed me from the group and 

No matter what we do, we are always 
learning something new. Whether we mean 

to or not, it just happens. Maybe someone at 
work shows you a little trick that makes what 
you’re doing a little easier. It was not intentional; 
but you learned something anyway. Maybe you 
are trying to learn something new. Maybe you 
are a 38-year-old father of two that has fi nally 
decided it is time to learn how to ice skate. 
Maybe you have a seven-year-old son that 
started skating and playing hockey last year. You 
want to be on the ice with him, but you realize 
that you have only been on skates once in your 
life and that was 20 years ago. Maybe I’m talking 
about me. Yes, Stephanie and I have joined an 
adult ice skating class. Winters can be long here 
in New England and I needed something to do 
while the tracks are closed. We went to the local 
hockey supply store and picked me up a new 
pair of skates and a helmet. I dragged Stephanie 
into this because I was not going to do it alone. 
Interesting to note is the male to female ratio at 

skating lessons.
   Of the 12 people in the class, there are only two 
guys. I think the other guy was dragged there by 
his wife. Don’t get me wrong, there are plenty of 
men at the rink, but they are just to cool to get on 
the ice. Instead, they are there to drive the kids 
to and from the lesson and give me funny looks 
as I struggle. You can never miss the hockey dad 
that is living vicariously through his child. They 
are decked out in their fi nest hockey and Bruins 
apparel, but they will never put a skate on the ice. 
Picture this: the skating rink is divided into four 
imaginary sections. Three of the sections have 
children of various ages separated by ability. 
Down in the back corner is the only one section 
of adults. Think of it like Driver Ed. The kids get 
put into a run group based on their abilities. Their 
abilities vary a little, but this is the group they 
belong in. As for the adults, it appears separate 
run groups cannot be justifi ed because of a lack 
of registrants; so we are all together regardless of 
ability. This is very overwhelming to the poor girl 
trying to teach us, as some adult students need 

Christopher Mongeon
On the Loud Pedal

Interesting to note the male to female ratio at 

skating lessons. Of the 12 people in the class, 

there are only 2 guys.

continued on page 43



Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.5Suzanne.com 

Can you see your Porsche here ? 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

Stunning home in one of Lexington’s most coveted neighborhoods. 
This impressive property, with circular driveway and magnificent      
gardens on over an acre of land, boasts 4 levels of luxurious living. 
Fabulous entertaining spaces and gourmet kitchen.  

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

Bedrooms    6 

Full/Half Baths   4/1 

Living Area   5,500 Sq. Ft.  

5 Suzanne Road, Lexington - $1,665,000 

Garage   2 

Parking  4 spaces 

Lot Size   1.04 acres 

 www.5Suzanne.com 

mobile.5Suzanne.com  
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Racing Junk – Fun on a Budget
 With the car season well underway the 

calendar was fi lling up fast when I got a call from 
George Nelson, my Hershey driving partner, who 
had joined a race team that was looking for one 
more driver. Last month’s Hershey Run story will 
have to wait, this is a tale that needs to be told. 
The 24 Hours of LeMons was coming to New 
England for a race. It was an event that I had 
heard stories about but never considered running 
because the limiting factor for participating was 
the cost of the car. And it wasn’t too high, it was 
too low, set at a $500 maximum. It was also a 
claiming race, which meant that someone could 
claim your car for that $500 number. Plus safety 
improvement costs, of course. To me that meant 
that you could go to a race with a car and come 
home with an empty trailer. Not something that 
I wanted to do. Plus, the photos that I’d seen 
reminded me more of a demolition derby using 
stolen cars than an actual race; that wasn’t on my 
list either. 

   The call came to me because the event was to 
be held at New Hampshire Motor Speedway in 
Loudon, NH and I have been an instructor at that 
track since before it was built. We called it Bryar 
Motorsport Park in those days. The team leader, 
who had some track experience, had wanted to 
run this type of event for many years with a 
college buddy and they had fi nally put it 
together.
   The car selected was picked from a fi eld of rally 
cars at the O’Neil Rally School of Dalton, NH. The 
school had put a deal together with Ford 
Racing in 2010 to use a fl eet of Euro Fiestas, and 
the well-used batch of 1991 VW Jettas was put 
out to pasture, literally. In true O’Neil fashion the 
VWs had been serviced regularly and were in 
excellent shape. It was a four-door, fi ve-speed, 
came with an extra set of wheels, and didn’t look 
like it had ever met up with any trees in Dalton. 
The $400 number was well under budget, and 
the safety equipment needed — roll cage, seat 
belts, etc. — while adding to the investment, 
didn’t count against the maximum number, so it 

was a good pick. 
   The basis of this eff ort began with a 1971 Audi 
Super 90 wagon. Back in the early eighties a 
bunch of guys were planning their own race 
but in those days it was for $50 cars. They got a 
half-dozen teams together but only one team 
actually found and bought a car, the Audi. The 
plan was to race them in a fi eld until they died. 
They never found a fi eld and the Audi broke 
down looking for one. Because the Audi was 
German, in preparation for the race it was named 
the Autobahn Cruisemobile, but the sign guy got 
his instructions over the phone and it came out 
of the paint shop declaring it to be the Audubon 
Cruisemobile, complete with some birds painted 
on the fl anks. I didn’t see any birds on the fenders 
but the VW was the new Audubon Cruisemobile. 
   I was scheduled to teach at a BMW driving 
school the Monday before the event so I volun-
teered to do a few laps to work out any bugs but 
was told that it wouldn’t be necessary because 
they had driven it around the neighborhood one 

night with the lights taped up and it was 
fi ne. That made me a little nervous but, 
since the race was at a track that I knew 
well and there weren’t any trees nearby, I 
fi gured the worst that could happen was 
that it broke and we watched the race 

from the pit wall. Judging by the photos that had 
been posted on-line from previous races, it was 
going to be entertaining either way. 
   I missed the Friday practice session at the track 
attending a college graduation for daughter 
number two in Orlando. One item on the expense 
budget that can now go to playing with cars. 
The fl ight home got me back in time for a good 
night’s sleep before a 6:00 am start on Saturday.  
   I was at the gate when it opened and drove in 
to see what looked like the graveyard scene in 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller video. There were all 
manner of cars that had been dragged out of the 
woods for one fi nal dash. There were cars that 
were so cobbled together that even I couldn’t 
identify more that a few parts of them. On top of 
that, the organizers expected there to be some 
sort of underlying theme to the team. 
   The most dramatic was a ‘70s popup camper. 
The camper had been opened with all the screens 
snapped in, the tow bar with the standard pro-
pane tank still in place, and two little 10” wheels 
in the middle. This entire rig had been dropped 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 40

The 24 Hours of LeMons was coming to New 

England... It was an event that I had heard 

stories about but never considered running...
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Minutes Of The Board
Nick Shanny–May 16th, 2012 NER Board Meeting 

Members present: Chris Mongeon, Adrianne 
Ross, Steve Ross, Nick Shanny, Bill Seymour, 

Stan Corbett and Amy Ambrose.
   The board met at 6:30 pm on May 16th at 
Firefl y’s in Marlborough. The board spent the fi rst 
hour socializing and catching up on recent events 
while dining on BBQ. The offi  cial board meeting 
began at 7:33 pm.
   The meeting started out with the board accept-
ing Kristen’s fi nancial report, although she was not 
present. The motion was made by Chris, seconded 
by Adrianne, and unanimously accepted by all.
   Stan provided an update on the fi rst DE event. 
Overall the fi rst event went well with only one 
reported incident along with a couple of mechani-
cal issues. Stan provided an updating on the lack 
of Rhode Island inspectors, indicating that two 
businesses have volunteered with a third in the 
works. This is seen as very good news since drive-
way inspectors are no longer accepted due to PCA 
rule changes. Stan made a point of acknowledg-
ing all of the help he has been received from the 
track committee members as well as calling out 
the invaluable help provided by Jerry Pelligrino.
   Steve Ross gave a quick update regarding the 
various upcoming activities including the upcom-
ing spontaneous dinners, the upcoming Zone 
1 concours, and an upcoming tech meeting in 
Lawrence. He then went on to discuss the recent 
Ramble, snow and all, indicating that this was the 
largest ramble to date, with 145 cars present.
   The next topic of business concerned autocross, 
as covered by Bill Seymour. As of the meeting 
date, 70 people had signed up for the fi rst event. It 
was discussed that by the 3rd event of the season, 
all sign-ups must occur on-line. The board was 
reminded that this was done to smooth out the 
planning process. Bill also reported the Ft. Devens 
is imposing a 60 dB noise limit. It was decided, 
after a bit of discussion, that this is probably not 
an issue for the club participants.
   Virginia provided the membership numbers 
via e-mail, as she was out of town. NER has 1,448 
primary members and 982 affi  liate members, for 
a total membership of 2,430. During the month 
there were three incoming and eleven outgoing 
transfers.
   The next meeting will be held June 13th, at 
Virginia Young’s home.
   The meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm.

Fourty Years

William T. Currie

Thirty-Five Years

 Dennis P. Barry
 Robert J. Burg

Twenty Five Years

Robert L. Cohen
 Hugh D. Mason

Twenty Years

 Larry  Sugarman

Fifteen Years

 Arthur G. Caputo
 David L. Ilsley
 Gregory R. Lloyd

Ten Years

 Kurt L. Smith 

Five Years

Mark D. Ballard
 John  Blaser
 David P. Cushing
 Roger E. Finck
 Frank S. Lazgin
 Joseph E. Martella
 John F. Piver
 Walter J. Rostek
 John  Voyta

Happy PCA Anniversary



is softened by his affi  nity for driving his Porsche. 
Tom said the rattle sounded familiar, and he was 
right: another mice issue! Minutes later, Jerry 
walked into the waiting room and put a number 
of acorns in my hand! He said it was good I came 
in right away, because, if I had let that go on, it 
would have been a very expensive repair. While 
we’re on this topic, does anyone know a remedy 
for mice that works without causing a secondary 
issue? Loading the car up with Irish Spring works 
somewhat, but I have found that I hate the smell 
of Irish Spring more than the mice do! That’s a 
scent that l-i-n-g-e-r-s. 
   Now it’s April 1st, autocross time. I had been bat-
tling a cold for weeks, and it kept getting worse 
instead of better. As disappointing as it was, 
canceling was the wisest choice. The 
coughing spasms I had would have been 
disastrous for cones and stray people. At least 
I’ve experienced autocross, but not as a team 
with Lucy. I accepted that setback, and continued 
to get ready for DE. I found that I felt trapped in 

a closed-face helmet. So I borrowed an 
autocross helmet from Chris Ryan through 
Bill Seymour. I had my lucky numbers — 
134 — made up at a sign shop. You can 
also purchase them on-line, or be creative. 
I particularly liked the one I saw done in 

surgical tape — very little doubt what that 
member does for a living… 
   In between the autocross and the DE was the 
Newcomers meeting, held on Sunday, the 15th, in 
Danvers. The turnout was looking a little meager 
until just before it started when people began 
rolling in all at once. The good turnout was a relief 
considering how much preparation had gone into 
the event by IRA Porsche. The staff  catered a 
wonderful Panera Bread luncheon. They set up 
rows of chairs, and side tables for displays. Behind 
the last row of chairs were three beautiful 991s. 
The raffl  e that IRA put on had impressive gifts, 
including stereo equipment from BOSE, which 
sponsors some of our events. I happily ended up 
with a pair of sound canceling BOSE earphones, 
which sure do make the world go away.
   Presentations were made by all board members 
present. The ongoing ’duel‘ between Bill (AX) 
Seymour and Stan (DE) Corbett was quite amus-
ing. Joyce Brinton gave information about the 
Ramble, and Cindy Markley had a display of 

I have a magnet on my refrigerator that says, “Do 
something every day that scares you”. I actually 

do that quite frequently just to keep life 
interesting. In April, NER contributed two events 
that had the potential to take me out of my 
comfort zone: the April 1st autocross and the 
April 24th DE in New Hampshire. So, of course, I 
signed up for both!
   My fi rst task (pre-April) was to get Lucy a tech 
inspection. So off  to EPE we went. That turned out 
to be very fortuitous, because things I trusted had 
been checked out locally had apparently been 
overlooked. It’s surprising that Lucy was actually 
singing a happy tune on the way to EPE 
considering her ailments.
   The brake fl uid was the color of sludge, the air 
fi lter had the residual eff ects of a large family 
of resident rodents, the battery was not bolted 
down correctly, and the air in her tires was not 
consistent, which may have accounted for a 
slight pull to the right. Needless to say, she was 
positively purring on the way home. If I had not 

signed up for a DE, and thus gone to Jerry 
Pellegrino’s, I may very well have been stranded 
somewhere with her down the line. So always 
take your car to someone who really knows 
Porsches. There is a complete list of NER 
sanctioned tech places for you at porschenet.
com. The two closest to me are EPE and 
Randolph Racing. Kevin Saltzman is another 
good guy to trust your car with.
   Shortly after arriving at EPE Steve Ross showed 
up, and then in came Chris Mongeon. It started 
to look like the makings of a mini board 
meeting. Bob Cohen, who regularly attends 
board meetings, was there too, and Mark 

Engelberg, who came in for his DE tech 
inspection. We all had lunch together, courtesy 
of EPE. Surprisingly, I ended up back there a 
week later because, whenever I turned on my 
air, I heard an unusual rattling sound. Another 
member in the waiting area, Tom Thalman, has 
a 2003 996 that now has 336,000 miles on it. He 
lives within sight of Block Island and commutes 
up to Boston each day for work. The commute 

Virginia Young

Under the Radar
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continued on page 42

I have a magnet on my refrigerator that says, 

“Do something every day that scares you”. I 

actually do that quite frequently...



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

It’s much easier to do your column in the sum-
mer when there are driving events to talk about 

— this month’s topic is the Hudson Champlain 
Region’s “Cups and Saucers” DE event.  
    I have a big soft spot for Watkins Glen but, until 
now, not for the usual reason that it is a great 
track to drive. I was fi rst there in 1961 to watch the 
U.S. Grand Prix, sleeping in the infi eld in my Dad’s 
1960 356. We cheered Dan Gurney as he came in 
second in his Porsche (but only because a lot of 
faster cars dropped out). My Dad and I went to 
one other GP there (moving up to a tent and arriv-
ing in a VW, as by then the Porsche had become a 
Sunday driver). After a long hiatus, I started going 
back once a year as we had friends with a summer 
home on Seneca Lake, not far from the track. It’s 
a lovely area — I fi nd the gently rolling hills and 
long vistas exceptionally good for calming the 
spirit.
   But calm was not the goal for May 9th and 10th 
this year as I drove out for the DE event. I had 
been recruited to this by my DE run group col-

leagues Nick Shanny (NER Secretary) and Dennis 
Mascetta and we had chipped in to have Dennis 
Macchio as a coach for the two days. And calm 
was not what happened to open up Day 1. I had 
driven the track only once before — about 10 
years ago and in a BMW sedan — so I hooked a 
ride in the fi rst run session with Don Schneider, 
Hudson Champlain’s Track Chair. Don has a heavily 
modifi ed Cayman, knows the track well and he ex-
ploited both of those circumstances. After about 
20 minutes I was praying for the checkered fl ag to 
appear so that I didn’t have to wave the wimp fl ag 
and ask to come in before I threw up. Don cheerily 
reported that we were running 2:10s (“Not bad for 
two people in the car” says Don) and pulling 1.4 gs 
in the turns. Foolish lad that I am, I then hopped in 
my car and set off  in my run group. I was hoping 
I would feel better behind the wheel but after 
about 10 laps I was feeling even worse, so I went 
in. A can of ginger ale, a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich and an hour and a half later I was back 
to almost normal.
   “Cups and Saucers” is only for White run group 

drivers and higher. The “Cup” group (which I guess 
had some Cup cars in it) is for the faster drivers 
and the “Saucers” group is for me and the other 
slower drivers. There are only two run groups with 
three one-hour sessions per day. There were 40–
50 cars in each run group, but with so much track 
time people dropped in and out and the track was 
never over-crowded. In both groups there were 
“extended passing rules” which meant you could 
pass anywhere on the track as long as you got a 
point by. I was a little daunted by this concept but 
in practice it was no problem and more fun. I got a 
chance to pass or be passed in corners a few times 
and there were never trains. (I will admit that I did 
not give any point-bys in the esses as I wanted 
both hands on the wheel.)  
   The event, as you would expect, was populated 
by very dedicated DE-ers — I was in a small minor-
ity with a totally stock car that did not arrive on a 
trailer. (Another Cayman did drive up from North 
Carolina with four race tires on a roof rack — very 
cool.) Despite this, everyone was very laid back, 

helpful and friendly — just like almost all 
PCA DE events. There was a track walk the 
evening of the fi rst day. You don’t realize 
how much elevation change and camber 
there is until you see it at walking speed. 
Also, there was a very nice dinner at the 

fancy hotel in downtown Watkins Glen. Peter Ar-
getsinger, son of the founder of the Watkins Glen 
races, spoke after dinner and talked us around the 
track, throwing in anecdotes and stories of past 
races and famous drivers. All in all a great event 
and very well run by the Hudson Champlain folks.
   The coaching experience was interesting and 
very helpful. While I think my two colleagues got 
a little more out of it than I did — they have data 
systems and higher racing aspirations — I 
benefi ted both from learning to go faster at 
Watkins Glen and in terms of general approaches 
to driving (how to learn a new track, categories of 
corners, psychology, etc.). Dennis Macchio does 
coaching sessions at some of our New Hampshire 
events and I certainly recommend him. And, I 
think I have turned the corner and may need to 
invest in a GPS lap timer.
   Finally, while this event once again proved the 
“it’s not the cars, it’s the people” adage, I want 
to point out that the cars sure do their part. The 
almost bone stock Cayman (race pads and an ex-
tended oil sump/baffl  e) pounded out close to 400 
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The coaching experience was interesting and 

very helpful. While I think my two colleagues 

got a little more out of it than I did...

continued on page 45
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Well, it has been a busy May for NER, starting out 
with 80 members enjoying our annual visit to the 
Collings museum in Stow, Mass., which followed 
by a week our annual Ramble to the other Stowe, 
this one in Vermont, where it snowed on us (see 
accompanying stories in this issue).
   Just last weekend (this being written just before 
the Memorial Day holiday), we hosted the Zone 
1 Concours and Rally, which drew 77 concours 
entrants and 42 rallyists. Many NER members 
participated and won awards, among them were 
relatively new members Dani Fleming and hubby 
Marcus Collins, who won the rally in their fi rst 
attempt.
   Coming up in June is a tech session at KMC in 
So. Lawrence on the 16th. An RSVP is needed; see 
the website for information.
   July is our region’s month for the DE Canada trip 
to Calabogie and Mont-Tremblant, back-to-back 
from July 10th–12th. Register soon, as space is 
limited.
   For August we are working on a return to the 

Myopia Hunt Club in Hamilton for our annual 
visit to the polo matches and the accompanying 
picnic competition; look for more info on the web 
when we fi nalize plans.
 
   A potential speaker for September 8th after 
the concours at the Larz Anderson Museum of 
Transportation is in the works. Again, check the 
website for further information.
   Last month, April, was time for me to renew my 
license and, in spite of having closed a number of 
offi  ces a few years ago, the Registry did provide 
those of us near the Metrowest area a very con-
venient spot at the Natick rest area on the Mass 
Pike. Contrary to what the sign on Rt. 27 in Natick 
says, you can drive up the access road, park, then 
walk into the rest area and get a renewal. Also 
convenient is that the Registry website has wait-
ing times listed for all Registry branches.

We hosted the Zone 1 Concours and Rally which 

drew 77 concours entrants and 42 rallyists, 

many NER members participated and won...

Around The Cones
Steve Ross

musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 

 South Windsor, CT 06074

phone: 860.291.9415 
fax: 860.291.9416

Service  Parts  Tuning 

Fabrication  Modification

911/944/986/996/997/GT3  

Engine & Transmission  

Rebuilding

Brake Pads

(low cost shipping)

Call the experts.

    Quality. Performance.

on the road 
      or on the track...
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Stan Corbett

Don’t Lift

Well, I’ve weathered our fi rst event of the 2012 
DE season, Novice Day plus regular DE days, 

was held April 24th–25th at NHMS. Several of my 
worry beads, and let me tell you I had a multi-
strand necklace worth, came to naught. Coordina-
tion with the track personnel went well, track ra-
dios arrived and got picked up as if by magic, the 
media center/classroom was open in time for the 
drivers meeting, and the fl aggers were in position. 
All the members of your track committee were in 
place and did a fantastic job. A special thanks to 
those who came and worked but did not drive.
   Overall the weather was pretty good, though 
the skies were not clear all day and it wasn’t warm 
by any stretch of the imagination. The track was 
in good shape and presented returning drivers 
with a new look, particularly coming up out of the 
bowl and under the erstwhile, now missing, tree 
house fl ag stand. The fl agger, at least for now, lives 
in the basket of a ‘cherry picker’ high above the 
track in about the same location as the tree house. 
Looks pretty darn cold up there, too!

   We had a well-attended event with about 115 
drivers, including 22 novices, participating in 
the fun. Outstanding instructors... enthusiastic 
students... both were the order of the day. The 
novices had classroom sessions in the morning 
and after lunch on the fi rst day that were run by 
Dick Anderson, Chief of Novice Development, and 
Dennis Macchio, a pro driver and owner and CEO 
of the Bertil Roos Racing School. I wasn’t able to 
sit in but heard several reports that the instruction 
was excellent. Dennis was also available to the ad-
vanced drivers for private coaching sessions and I 
hope people took advantage of the opportunity. 
All drivers, including novices, had the opportunity 
to go on track four times each day.
   I should point out that, while April 24th was our 
“Novice” day, there is no requirement that novice 
drivers have to attend the Novice Day event in 
order to join us at other DE events throughout the 
year. Every event off ers a Novice (a.k.a. “Green”) 
run group, and we provide instructors for every 
novice driver. So, even if you missed this event, 
don’t miss out on the fun for the rest of the sea-
son. Sign up and join as at a future event.

   Preparations are well underway for the rest of 
our DE events. See articles elsewhere in the issue 
describing upcoming events at Calabogie, Mont-
Tremblant (together making up a six-trackday 
swing to two of Canada’s best racing venues) and 
Watkins Glen. A quick note on the upcoming DE 
at Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant — fantastic hotel 
rates for our LCMT DE drivers and their families 
have been negotiated with The Fairmont Hotel 
and the Tremblant Suites (consisting of La Tour 
Des Voyageurs, Le Lodge De La Montagne and Le 
Sommet Des Neiges hotels). These hotels are right 
on the mountain and will put you in the thick of 
the Blues Festival activities. Details are available 
on our website under “Driver Education” and “DE 
Event Information 2012.”  
   The DE season is off  to a great start and I’m not 
lifting! In addition to attending all of our events 
I’m attending the Zone 1 48-Hours at The Glen 
on June 15th–17th (three days on my co-favorite 
track). Calabogie is the other half of the co-; I just 
can’t decide which track I enjoy the most so I have 

no choice; gotta keep going to both until I 
fi gure it out!
   Hope to see many of you over the next 
few months at our DE events. Don’t forget 
our new DE Rebate program described 
in previous columns and on our website 

under “Driver Education” and “FAQs for DE.” Attend 
three or more of NER’s DE events and get a rebate 
at the end of the season — so, Don’t Lift!
   Sincerely, Stan

The fl agger, at least for now, lives in the bas-

ket of a ‘cherry picker’ high above the track in 

about the same location as the tree house. 

Stan goes by the new “tree house.” 
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2012 Calendar

At-A-Glance

June   
 9-10 NHMS, NCR 
10 Tech Session, KMC
 13 Board Meeting 
July 
 6-8 Calabogie, NER
 10-12 Mt Tremblant, NER  
 16 Board Meeting 
August   
 6-7 NHMS, NCR
 8 Board Meeting 
 24-26 Watkins Glen, NER 
September   
 8 Porschefest  
 11-12 NHMS, NER
 12 Board Meeting 
October   

 10 Board Meeting 
 15-16 NHMS, NCR
November   

 14 Board Meeting 
December   
 1 NER Annual Gala
 12 Board Meeting 

OK, Steve got a letter.... 

   Hi Steve,
   I just sat down to read the NOR’EASTER before I go out and chop wood for the stove... life on 
the farm.
   I want to share with you that I really look forward to reading “Around the Cones” each month. 
I’m glad that you are an “old-timer” when in comes to PCA. I like the fact that you can refl ect on 
autocrossing of 45 years ago and have been a solid member of PCA for many years.  
   I also like that I really don’t know what to expect in your column each month! You have such a 
wide background that you can write about anything and still keep us wanting for more!
   Some of the other columns are rather predictable and sometimes boring. Your column isn’t. 
Keep up the good work!
   There is a diff erence between knowledge and wisdom. Many people have knowledge, but 
wisdom often comes only with refl ection and the ability to look at things over time and fi gure 
out what worked, what didn’t work, and what the trend is. I see both of these in your writings.
   Also, there may be others like me that can’t always come to the events but can live what we 
missed though the articles in the NOR’EASTER. It keeps our pent up passion alive. At some point 
I hope to free myself up and get to these events. In the meantime It’s nice to get the inside 
scoop for all of the contributors.
   Oh, a random thought...
   It’s nice to see the new members listed and welcomed in print. 
   Perhaps there should be a “New Members Welcome Run?” This would be where a couple of 
existing members invite the new members to get together for a group drive, similar to what the 
Dows have done. In fact, we probably can just duplicate some of the Dow runs as the directions 
and timings already exist.
Doing something like this:
   1. Is fun;
   2. Gives us all and excuse to drive;
   3. Builds and bonds the new members with each other;
and lastly…
   4. Gives the older members a chance to meet and mentor the new members.
Once again, thanks for “Around the Cones.”
   Best Regards,
   Mike Mitchell

I Got a Letter!!

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y
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NER AUTOCROSS SERIES EVENTS #2 AND #3, 
SPONSORED BY 

 

 
 

AND 

 
 
NER’s two mid summer autocross events are coming up on Sunday July 1st and Sunday July 29th. We are promising plenty of nice hot
asphalt so you can get ferocious grip and work on your tan! We’ll supply some water but it’s a good idea to bring your own along
with a hat and sunscreen.
We’ve streamlined the check in process and shortened the ’downtime’ so there will be as many runs as possible. Remember that

starting with the July 29th event there will be no “day of event” entries — you must register on line by midnight Wednesday July
25th.
Novices are encouraged and will be warmly supported — there is a special gift for first timers! If you haven’t been doing driving

events with your Porsche, what are you waiting for? It will be a long, cold winter, so take advantage of the good weather now!
The cost per event is $40 for members or $50 for non members driving a Porsche. Registration opens a month before each event

— sign up on line at www.pcaner.motorsportreg.com.
Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate via the

PCA Junior Participation program. This requires a waiver signed by both parents, and one parent must attend the event. Contact the
Registrar for further details.
General questions: contact AX Co Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com). For registration information, contact

Autocross Registrar Jon Cowen (autocrossreg@gmail.com).

Directions to Fort Devens
From I 495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West. After you go under I 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on Route 2A by
bearing left at the fork. After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT
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   Friday - Sunday, July 6 - 8, 2012
   Registration Opened March 1, 2012

NER is pleased to announce that we will be returning for the sixth year to Calabogie 
Motorsports Park (CMP) with a three-day event to be co-hosted this year by Renns-

port Region. Once again all three days will be open to all run groups and NER will hold 
one of its signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for advanced Black 
Group and Red Group drivers. There will be a beer and wine social on Friday after the 
event for all drivers and guests.
   CMP was brand new in 2007 and is a 5.05 km (3.03 mile) road course with 23 turns, 65’ 
of elevation change and a 2,000’ main straight. It is located just west of Ottawa and is a 
short 490-mile drive from the Boston area. Following this event many track junkies will 
be extending their Canadian stay with an easy four-hour trip to Mont-Tremblant for our 
July 10th – 12th DE; details elsewhere.
   Those who have already had a chance to drive at CMP report that it is one awesome 
circuit. Designed by Alan Wilson (designer of Barber, Carolina and the recent reconstruc-
tion of LCMT), it’s no surprise that CMP is fantastic to drive. To have a preview of the 
track, go to www.calabogiemotorsports.com. While you are at the website, check out the 
facilities at the track as well as information about local hotels and restaurants.
   Crossing the US/CA border is simple and hassle free. For US and CA citizens 16 years 
and older, a passport is required cross the border. Those younger than 16 years may 
travel with a birth certifi cate.
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMW and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through www.clubregistration.net.
   Full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
      Students: $585
      Signed off  drivers: $495
      Instructors: (before June 22) $275; (June 22 and later) $350
   Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages 
and at www.porschenet.com. Please make sure your e-mail address is current in your 
clubregistration.net profi le.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com; 
or (508) 529-6127 (before 8:00 pm).
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, stanley_corbett@msn.com; 
or (978) 337-3095 (before 9:00 pm).
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580 South Street, Needham $2,795,000
Premier South Street estate area: Extraordinary new Colonial features 7,000+ square feet of 
luxurious living on 3 finished floors with Smart House technology. Meticulously constructed 
with custom millwork and exquisite detailing. 6 beds, 6 full and 2 half baths. Luxurious 
fireplaced master suite with sitting room. Bridal staircase, gourmet kitchen, fireplaced family 
room and walkout lower level with spectacular in-home theater, game and fitness rooms, full 
bath. Beautifully sited on an acre of park-like grounds. 3-car heated garage.

Office: (781) 237-9444 x330
Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com

71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

www.NewEnglandMoves.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

Stunning New South Street Colonial

JILL BOUDREAU, ABR, ASP
Realtor
Cell: (617) 460-3787

Unparalled Service  Unique Experience  Fresh Insight

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. 

Expect More.
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins
General Sales Manager

Direct: 781-261-5006
Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com

   Tuesday - Thursday, July 10 - 12, 2012

The Northeast Region is returning to Mont-Tremblant for what has become an annual Canadi-
an visit to this outstanding 2.65 mi. track — or 4.26 km if you prefer —set in the heart of the 

beautiful Laurentian Mountains. With 15 turns anchored by famous Namerow. Mont-Tremblant is 
just a 60-mile drive from Calabogie that will take less than four hours.
   NER will hold one of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for ad-
vanced Black Group and Red Group drivers. 
   This always-popular event is limited to 150 drivers (fi ve run groups with a maximum of 30 cars 
per run group). I highly recommend that you register and pay immediately if you want to attend 
this event (remember, registering and not paying does not reserve you r spot for the event). If 
you have registered but not paid best get off  the dime and pay up. Of prime importance, we’re 
once again on schedule with the free Blues Festival in the village where most of us stay. Details: 
www.tremblantblues.com.
   For you fi rst timers to LCMT, the area is a world-class resort destination, including golf, boating, 
swimming, hiking, biking, shopping and dining with many activities specifi cally aimed at kids. 
Check out www.tremblant.ca for details.
   We’ve negotiated great hotel rates... details at www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/
view/343/158/.
      Crossing the US/CA border is simple and hassle free. For US and CA citizens 16 years and 
older, a passport is required cross the border. Those younger than 16 years may travel with a 
birth certifi cate.
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMW and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through www.clubregistration.net.
   Full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
      Students: $595
      Signed off  drivers: $525
      Instructors: (before June 26) $285; (June 26 and later) $360
   Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats 
messages and at www.porschenet.com. Please make sure your e-mail 
address is current in your clubregistration.net profi le.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at 
TCReg@PorscheNet.com; or (508) 529-6127 (before 8:00 pm).
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair at 
stanley_corbett@msn.com; or (978) 337-3095 (before 9:00 pm)
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Porsche recommends

Porsche of Norwell
59 Pond Street
Norwell  MA  02061
(877) PORSCHE
PorscheNorwell.com 

©2012 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 

The motives of the Panamera GTS are obvious: pure Porsche performance for four. You recognize it in its
lower, more aggressive stance. All reaffirmed with a higher-revving 4.8 liter 430 horsepower V8 and standard
adaptive air suspension that tell you this is a car bred to connect with the driver like never before. Come test
drive the Panamera GTS and the rest of the Panamera line. Porsche. There is no substitute.



N O R E A S T E Rpage 22

2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

with a DE Enduro
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High Speed Left
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Toe of the Boot

Heel of the Boot

Hot Pits

Pit OUT

Pit IN

Generously Sponsored by 
European Performance Engineering, Inc.

Friday – Sunday, August 24th – 26th, 2012 
Registration Open NOW

Many thanks to our long-time sponsor of this event, European Performance Engineering in 
Natick, MA. A quick call to EPE at (508) 651-1316 and you can arrange for your no-charge, pre-

event tech inspection.
   Many drivers name “The Glen” as their favorite track. From its ragged infancy in 1948 through 
many incarnations over the years, Watkins Glen remains one of the premier road courses in the 
world, hosting events from NASCAR to Can-Am, Grand-Am, U.S. Vintage Grand Prix and IndyCar 
races.
   The 3.4 mi. circuit has been continually updated and driven by every iconic pro imaginable, not 
limited to Hill, Stewart, Clark, Lauda, Fittipaldi, Bordon, Dailey, Lally, Brensinger and Bell. Don’t miss 
your opportunity to join this list and drive “New York’s Thunder Road.”
   We’ll hold one of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for advanced 
Black and Red groups, emulated by some, duplicated by none. All drivers and guests are invited to a 
beer and wine social Friday at Lakeside Park immediately following our track driving.
   Garages will be available on a fi rst registered, fi rst served basis: $60 for three days. Sign up now.
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMW and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through www.clubregistration.net and full DE 
info will be available at www.porschenet.com. Pricing for the event is as follows:
     Students  $570
     Signed-off  drivers $495
     Instructors  (before August 10) $270     (August 10 and later) $345
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“What are you not going to do next?” our illustrious newslet-
ter editor Adrianne asked me last week. Huh? “Is that a trick 
question?” I asked. “No,” she said, “but haven’t you noticed that 
every thing you say you don’t want to do… you end up doing?” 
Oh my, I think she has something there. A mere couple of years 
ago I began my tracking habit and swore I would never instruct. 
Not for me I said, I don’t have the patience, the concentration, 
or the stomach. Voila, I now instruct for a number of clubs and 
it is actually quite rewarding… plus, I discover something new 
every single time I am in the passenger seat.
   I experienced another ‘how did I get here?’ moment last 
month while I was pitting out in a LeMons race down at New 
Jersey Motorsport Park. My team had me as fi rst driver out, so 
I found myself in a crush of 122 cars all trying to get onto the 
track for the green fl ag. Team captain’s fi nal words to me before 
I got into the hot pit were, “Don’t let it get to you if anyone 
bumps you.” Bumps me? Wait just a second; I know I was told 
this series sometimes has “contact,” but for some inane reason 
I chose to ignore that fact. No chance of ignoring it now since 
the sea of cars was moving me in one clear direction. No turn-
ing back now. As the sweat dripped down my forehead and his 
words were ringing in my ears, I recalled that I had defi nitely 
said I had no interest in getting into racing. I defi nitely remem-
ber saying that. While the word “race” is a loose term bandied 
about with regard to this series, it was still a race since there 
were cars on a racetrack, all trying to get to the checkered fl ag 
fi rst. And once again when I fi nished my stint I found myself 
wanting it not to end. Hey this is really rather fun! That could 
be because no one bumped me, but I choose to believe it was 
because I did okay.
   What is next on my not to do list? Well, last year I saw the sau-
sage making behind the scenes of the Ferrari Challenge series. 
I know for sure I have no interest in taking part in that! And I 
also know for sure I have less than zero interest in driving in the 
Rolex 24. These things I know for sure.

What I Know for Sure! 
Copy by Amy Ambrose, Photos by noted.

Cheetahpass! Photo by Ari Straus

Cheetahs on the move.

The girls together – Amy is in the car. See the thumbs up?
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Wareham Spontaneous Dinner
Copy by Don Plant, photos by Steve Mazza.

Seventeen hungry Porschephiles turned out for the 4th 
Northeast Region spontaneous dinner on a dreary Tuesday 
evening. The location — Lindsey’s Family Restaurant in 

Wareham, “The Gateway to Cape Cod” — provided a relaxing 
venue for members to enjoy dinner and lively conversation with 
others from the region, including Cape Cod, Southeast Mass., 
and Rhode Island.
   Over 60 years in business, Lindsey’s is one of the oldest 
restaurants in the region with its origins as a clam shack in 
the late 1940s and ‘50s. Well known for their seafood entrees, 
Lindsey’s also serves their award winning seafood bisque loaded 
with large chunks of lobster, shrimp, haddock and scallops. 
Everyone was well served by Diane, our server for the evening, 
who received accolades for her attention to her guests.
   Much of the discussion around the table centered on the 
recent Ramble in which several had participated and the 
surprise snow squalls encountered, while others traded stories 
of other Porsche topics. A few even brought up subjects such as 
boating and sailing the inlets and bays of south coastal 
Massachusetts. 
   All in all, everyone seemed to have a great time and each is 
looking for the next local spontaneous dinner.

The club at Lindsey’s.
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A Novice Hits the Track; and Other Stories Along the Way
Copy by Kathy DeGraaf, Photos by Skip Wareham unless noted

How did I end up at NHMS on April 24th?
   It’s all Andrew, Larry and Bill’s fault. I fi rst heard about 
track events from their hallway conversations at work 

— and fi rst saw the gleam in someone’s eyes at the mention 
of Loudon, Lime Rock and Watkins Glen. Up until then, I didn’t 
know that “normal” people ever drive on racetracks.
   Okay, it’s not all their fault. I’ve been enchanted with fast 
things all my life, whether it’s an F/A-18 fl ying practice runs, a 
thoroughbred thundering over cross-country jumps, or a 3.8L 
fl at-six roaring through its paces. It doesn’t hurt that fast things 
are often very beautiful (take Porsches, for instance).
   There weren’t a lot of Porsches (um, none) in the town where 
I grew up. But a childhood friend of mine had a set of Hot 
Wheels that included a 911. I hadn’t ever seen a Porsche and I 
thought it was a Volkswagen, until he set me straight. Later on 
I saw a couple of real ones belonging to college friends, and 
then many more when I moved to the west coast in the ‘80s. 
(There were amazing cars all over Silicon Valley — dazzling to a 
kid from a small town.) I didn’t know enough to consider 
owning one a possibility, so I admired them from a distance.
   Later on I got to be good friends with my cousin Doug, the 
Coolest Guy On Earth. He’s the fi rst black diamond skier I ever 
knew. He also owns a really fast (and very beautiful) boat. And 
he has driven Porsches all of his adult life. I’ve been in awe of 
his 911 for some years. So, it’s partially Doug’s fault...
   And, it’s partially Bernd’s. About a year ago we took a trip to 
Germany to visit friends who live near Stuttgart. We’ve been 
there several times, but since our last visit the Porsche Museum 
had opened. So Bernd took us to see it. All I can say is, if you 
haven’t been there yet, go! If you’re a Porsche enthusiast, you’ll 
be in heaven. If you’re not, it might just turn you into one. My 
husband Bruce fell in love with the tractor (he gets excited 
about diff erent things than I do). I fell in love with the 917s, 
and everything else there too.
   Now, I put in some pretty long hours at work. And it seems 
like those hours get longer and longer each year, so there’s not 
a lot of extra time during the week. I also spend a good hour 
each day getting to and from the offi  ce. So when it came time 
last year to think about replacing my old car, I fi gured why not 
look for something that would really make me look forward 
to that drive. Somehow I ended up at the Porsche dealer with 
Bruce and Doug. I came back from that fi rst test drive with an 
ear-to-ear grin. Bruce’s advice was, “If you don’t get one, you 
will always wonder what you missed!” Doug’s said, “If you think 
you might want one, get it now — life is short!” And soon I was 
the proud owner of a shiny new Cayman. We named it Hiiri, 
which is Finnish for ”mouse,” because it was built in Finland and 
it’s very nimble.
   Now I had the car of my dreams, and with the mild winter 
weather I drove it a lot. The commute was way more fun, to 
say the least. But pretty soon it became clear that Hiiri could 
do much more than get me to and from work and around a 

In the garages at NHMS.

Out on Track.

The new girls of Control! (Bill Seymour)
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few back roads. And, I wanted to be sure I was a good enough 
driver to do justice to this amazing vehicle. Various people had 
told me about PCA, and Doug had given me a membership for 
Christmas. Remembering Larry, Bill and Andrew’s talk of track 
events, I perused the PCA and NER websites and found some 
great articles about Driver Education — how it helps you 
improve your driving skills, and gives you a chance to drive 
your car “as it is meant to be driven.”
   Wait, “Driver Education?” Isn’t that the class I took in high 
school where they teach you the rules of the road? Not quite 
— this sounded like way more fun!!
   Bruce and I went to DE Ground School in February, where 
everyone was really friendly and I learned a lot about how the 
program works and what to expect. And I met other folks who 

Continued next page
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In the paddock.Kathy on the front straight (Kathy DeGraaf)

Kathy and Hiiri (Kathy DeGraaf) Interesting pairing!

Nick fi lls up Pumpkin
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had never done this, including Ann. She and I signed up for 
the auction and we each had the highest bid, so there was no 
backing out.
   Of course I was nervous. Being an engineer, I tried to prepare 
ahead of time by studying every piece of information I could 
get my hands on. In the days leading up to the event I 
exchanged e-mail with my instructor Steve, and spoke with 
him on the phone. He gave me a lot of good tips ahead of 
time. But nothing can really prepare you fully for that fi rst 
experience.
   On Monday it poured rain, but Tuesday dawned clear if a 
bit windy as we set off  in the early morning for the drive to 
Loudon. Somewhere over the NH border we saw some rain 
clouds ahead, but in front of them there was a full double r
ainbow — a good sign! After registering we parked in a spot 
that seemed out of the way. Soon there were several other 
fi rst-timers parked nearby and we were excitedly chatting 
about where to fi nd the tech line and how to get our numbers 
onto our cars. I could tell everyone else was a bit nervous too. 
The driver and novice meetings helped me relax a bit — no 
pretensions — and folks seemed interested in helping us
 ‘newbies’ to learn the ropes.
   Then it came time for my fi rst run — the moment I’d been 
waiting for!
   I can’t say enough good things about my instructor, Steve. 
Most of all, he was calm and patient. It must take nerves of 
steel to go out with a complete novice, but he seemed 
unfl appable. He taught me the line, and helped me under-
stand the protocol for passing and being passed — mostly 

The ladies of control get a visitor. 

Tire looks good!

Pit out!
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On Thursday evening, April 19, 2012, the second annual 
“Not-So-Impromptu” meeting was held at the Back 
Eddy Waterfront Restaurant in Westport, 

Massachusetts. Thirty Porsche enthusiasts attended the 
meeting; most came from the southeastern areas of 
Massachusetts and the Rhode Island to attend an informal 
cocktail and dinner get together. It was good too see a lot of 
old faces plus several new attendees to meet and greet the 
2012 spring season.

   Last years’ event ended with six inches of snow, but this year 
the weather cooperated with 70-degree temperatures and a 
beautiful sunset over the Westport River. The gathering is a 
fun way to meet other Porsche people in the general area. The 
participants arrived in vehicles ranging from an early model 
Speedster, several 911s and Boxsters, to several GT-3s and a 
few Cayennes.

   Good food was enjoyed by all who attended, and of course 
Porsches were the main subject of conversation. There were 
many conversations about the upcoming Ramble in Stowe, 
Vermont, driver education, and the autocross events at 
Devens.

Spontaneous Dinner at the Back Eddy
Copy by  Bill Caterino

Our group at the Back Eddy.
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2012 Ramble -Yes, It Snowed! (But not for Long.)
Copy by Roger Slocum, Photos as noted

Our cat Phoebe gave her stamp of approval after my 
two days of preparing our Porsche C4 for the Ramble 
in Stowe by leaving her footprints from one end to the 

other. We had made reservations to arrive on Thursday so that, 
if necessary, we could assist Bruce and provide support for the 
“fi rst timers” arriving on Friday.  
   My wife Rosemary and I began our journey at 12:30 pm 
Thursday morning with mostly sunny skies and a temperature 
at 57 degrees. As we left Aquidneck Island the whale tail 
deployed, and we were now being guided by our GPS, “Phyl-
lis.”
   Close to Lebanon light rain began to fall and the low-fuel 
indicator glowed red. We exited where a blue sign indicated 
that the next exit had a gas station nearby. You know you are 
in the countryside, such as Vermont, when you have to drive 
more than fi ve miles from the highway, on a two-lane road, to 
reach the refueling station.
   Phyllis correctly directed our ascent to the Stowe Mountain 
Lodge’s entrance. Skies were gray, temperatures straddling the 
freezing point, and spots of snow, pushed by gusts of wind, 
were fl uttering down. After we unloaded our gear in our room, 
I moved the C4 to the parking lot at the rear of the lodge. At 
that time I was unaware of the available underground heated 
garage.  
   Rosemary and I awoke early Friday to gusty wind, sleet, rain 
and snow; the view from our balcony window was very 
picturesque. I was unaware of the drama that was going to 
take up much of that Friday morning.  
   After a pleasant breakfast I donned heavy clothes (Rosemary 
had me pack my rubber shoes to use when I washed the car) 
and made for the C4. I had spoken with the staff  on our way 
back from breakfast and was going to move my car from the 
rear lot to the heated garage.
   As I approached my C4 I had some anxiety; there were nearly 
three inches of crusted ice and snow on the car and, as we 
all know, we don’t carry snowbrushes or ice scrapers in our 
Porsches.
   I started the car and it sputtered on fi ve, not six, and the 
“Check Engine” light was illuminated, which had never shown 
itself during a run condition before. All of this only added 
to my anxiety. I drove around the lot, thinking that it may 
smooth out. I turned it off  and started it a few times, hoping 
the check engine fault would clear. Just some months ago the 
C4 had the plugs replaced at the prescribed 60k; later that 
morning I would be told that I should have done more. 
   I parked the car in the heated garage hoping that the 
warmed up engine, in a heated garage would dry out what 
appeared to be a wet related electrical problem. I called 
Rosemary who was still in our room, informing her of the 
problem and broached the subject of fl at-bedding the car 
back to Newport. During the next two to three hours the 

Continued page 33

Asweet place to stop! Photo by Richard Viard. 

Uh oh! Photo be Jim Baer. 

A great bunch. Photo byroger and Rosemary Slocum
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Beautiful! Photo by Richard Viard. 
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Now everyone needs a bath. Photo by Richard Viard. 

Mountain Climbers! Photo by Richard Viard. 

Amazing Turnout! Photo by Richard Viard. 
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lodge’s concierge had found a towing company to fl at-bed our 
car, saying that we could ride with the driver, saving cost for 
a rental car. She provided a positive, calming eff ect, although 
she was unable to fi nd any local Porsche service provider.
   I wish to thank the few early arrival PCA members milling 
around the lobby that Friday morning for their sincere support, 
especially the guy that made a call to EPE for advice.  
   As I returned to the heated garage to restart the C4, I decided 
not to pray and ask that the car would run smoothly; after all, it 
was just a car. But, the expense to haul it home, along with the 
non-refundable lodge stay would not be trivial. Navy retired, 
serving on submarines, I had experienced much worse situa-
tions.
   I sat in the car, turned the ignition switch and the factory 
performance exhaust barked, saying, “I’m OK,” but the ‘check 
engine’ light remained on. I retreated back to the lobby elated, 

Continued next page

Snowy Start.! Photo by Mark Padgett.

Richard Viard. 
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informing the small group of my news. The lodge’s desk man-
ager, Ben Alexander, had been following my plight and off ered 
to help. Ben had a Droid phone app called “Torque.” He said, “ 
Give me 20 minutes to charge up my phone and then we will 
go down and connect up the app and diagnose your Porsche.”  
   I followed Ben down to the garage where he immediately 
found and connected the wireless plug to the C4’s computer 
cable. He asked me to switch on the ignition, after which we 
waited a minute or so until his Droid’s app completed its 
communication and displayed the error, “misfi re #2.” 
   The Droid-only app “Torque” is quite robust. For example, 
Ben showed me how, if equipped, you could change boost 
pressures, monitor many performance parameters, as well as 
record acceleration times. After the show and tell, Ben scrolled 
through the menu to select the error. Ben had me press the 
“clear error code,” saying I should be the responsible person 
clearing the alert. The check engine light extinguished and 
hasn’t returned since.
   With a spring to my step, Ben and I returned to the lobby, 
and I shared my good news with the drama fans in the lobby, 
and again, called Rosemary to inform her of the great news. 
   I met PCA member Dan Sullivan and his wife Sally Thursday 
evening; Dan drives the black edition Boxster. Later that Friday 
Dan and I returned to the garage and cleaned off  the road 
grim and salt on our Porsches; I was aided by a pail of warm 
water provided by one of the lodge’s helpful staff .
   Later, that Friday evening, Dan and his wife Sally joined 
Rosemary and me for dinner. Because we cleaned our Porsches 
for Saturday’s drive, the four of us decided to take the off er 
of using one of the new Mercedes in the lodge’s stable; we 
selected the S Class. We had a nice diner and a couple bottles 
of Malbec at the Blue Moon Café.
   Because of the unknown road conditions on Saturday 
morning, a group of us milling around the lobby decided to 

leave around 10:00 am and take a leisurely drive on Route 89 
to meet up with the Ramble crowd at Burlington’s Sheraton 
Conference Center for the lunch. The roads were clear as a 
dozen or so of us descended from the lodge; I missed the 
feeling of not being in a long procession of Porsches. 
   After lunch a small group of us (six Porsches) opted to take 
the “Return Route from the Sheraton to the Stowe Mountain 
Resort.” I think the Porsches with PDK had an advantage 
zinging around some of the seemingly corkscrew turns. 
   We had a memorable event on the 2012 Ramble, ending up 
as an enjoyable trip seeing old friends and exchanging 
business cards with new found PCA friends as well. After 
Saturday’s drive, many washed their cars again. Dan said that 
he was going down to the garage and clean his Boxster, I de-
clined saying, “Just don’t write anything on my salt encrusted 
car.” I drove home with a smiley face on the right rear quarter 
panel.
   And now I know that to be prudent, when changing spark 
plugs, be pro active and also replace the coils, which is 
scheduled this week.

Roger SlocumReady to start! Photo by David Altobelli. 
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Copy by Joyce Brinton photo by Blaine Stine

NER Raises $3,190 for Angel Flight at the Spring Ramble

Elsewhere in this issue are articles about the 2012 Spring 
Ramble, but here’s a brief report on the silent auction 
that was held during the Saturday night cocktail party 

and dinner.  
   NER members donated over 20 wonderful items ranging 
from autographed books, to Red Sox tickets, to hand-painted 
and hand-woven scarves. The bidding was brisk for most items 
and we raised almost $3,200 to benefi t NER’s charity, Angel 
Flight NE. 
   As you know Angel Flight NE works with volunteer pilots 
who donate their time, planes, and all the costs of fl ying them, 
to take patients and their families to medical institutions at no 
cost to them. If you go to the Angel Flight NE website, 
http://www.angelfl ightne.org/ you can learn more and read 
some of the heartwarming stories about a few of those who 
have benefi ted and the pilots who have fl own these missions.
   NER and Angel Flight want to thank all those who bid and 
especially those with high bids. 

   Special thanks go to the following donors of auction items (in 
no particular order):
     Robert Cohen
     Christopher and Michelle Tuck (Tuck + Tuck Architects)
     Ann Barker (Breast Awareness Imaging)
     Eileen Walker (The Woven Cloth)
     Dave Mahaney and Lime Rock Park
     David Peterman
     Rachel Perlmutter
     Rick and Chris Lavigne (Shelter Cover Marina)
     Bill Finnegan
     David DeRosa (Latitude Sport Clubs)
     Bruce Hauben 
     Angel Flight NE

Finally, thanks to NER’s Treasurer, Kristin Larson, who skipped 
desert to help me collect money from the high bidders. I 
couldn’t have managed without her help.

Wow! Photo by Blaine Stine.
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Bob Collings addresses the group.

Copy by Steve Ross, Photos by Susana Weber

A Fantastic Visit to the Collings Estate

Recently the Northeast Region of Porsche Club of America 
held their annual visit to the airplane and car collection 
at the Collings Estate in Stow, Mass. (not to be confused 

with our recent visit to the other Stowe in Vermont, where it 
snowed).
   After fi elding many RSVPs from members interested then not 
interested in attending, we actually came out exactly at the 80 
person limit that we had to work with.
   Being the coordinator of the event I fi gured to be the fi rst 
person there to set up the coff ee, juice drinks, donuts and 
muffi  ns that are a prerequisite of any NER event before noon. 
Well wouldn’t you know it, a group of fi ve members were there 
waiting for me and they had come from the Cape Ann area 
near Newburyport; I wonder when they left for the trip.
   Being one of the dry days in between massive rainy days a 
large variety of Porsches arrived including the fi rst 991 
belonging to the Dow’s. Bob Collings’ rule is to allow only 
German cars to park on the lawn; any other American, 
Japanese or Korean vehicles were “hidden” in behind the 
house.
   As the rest of the members arrived they checked in, wore the 
requisite name tag, and socialized with other visitors. Interest-
ingly, a number of old faces appeared plus a sizable number of 
fi rst timers who were wide eyed with the exhibited planes and 
cars.
  After the introductions, our host, Bob Collings, went into his 
excellent detailed talk about all the planes, tractor and 
German antiaircraft battery (with a primitive computer setup 
to aim the gun) reminding the group of the attrition rate of the 

heavy-bomber crews during WWII, where 50% of the crews, on 
average, did not return to base after a bombing mission over 
Germany.
   On to Bob’s collection of micro cars, most from Europe in the 
early ‘50s, interestingly manufactured by BMW (Isetta), 
Messerschmitt (Mercedes) and an original Subaru from the 
early ‘70s — rear-engined and air-cooled, just like a VW Beetle.
   A short walk up the ramp brought us to the impressive 
collection of Midget racers, rather crude but very fast for the 
time — open cockpit, single-seat racers that ran on board 
tracks (yes, wooden ones) including one at our own Boston 
Garden in the ‘30s and ‘40s.
   The last collection in the barn/hanger was the Indy racers, 
including the Porsche Indy car that never raced in 1979 due to 
a rules dispute, and a variety of other Indy racers from various 
eras encompassing everything from the ‘50s roadsters to the 
more modern rear-engined racers we still see at “The Brickyard.”
   Finally, we were led to the collection attached to Bob’s house, 
where cars from 1901 thru 1940 were displayed along with 
’period correct‘ clothing, advertisements for motor accessories, 
oils and lubricants, and other interesting antiques. As during 
past visits Bob had stories on many of the cars, which were 
mostly in the very large size — especially the Duesenburg, 
which weighed in at more than 5,000 lbs. and had both 
summer and winter bodies.
   After taking a quick look at the garage where a number of the 
other display cars and a WWII tank were getting maintenance 
for the coming spring season, we thanked Bob for his 
hospitality and headed home.



N O R E A S T E R page 37

continued from previous page

Bob talks planes. 

Amazing race cars. Oldies but goodies.

One of many planes.
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Stuttgart. The Porsche 918 Spyder is on the road: Dr. Ing. 
h.c. F. Porsche AG, Stuttgart, has taken the driving trials 
of the super sports car of the future a step fur-ther with 

completion of the initial prototypes. The 918 Spyder will go 
into production at the end of September 2013 as planned, 
with the fi rst customers receiving their vehicles before 2013 
is out. “What we are doing with the 918 Spyder is redefi ning 
driving fun, effi  ciency and performance,” said Wolfgang Hatz, 
Member of the Executive Board Research and Development of 
Porsche AG.
   The prototypes, their camoufl age harking back to 
historical Porsche 917 racing cars, signal the fi nal touches to 
the 918 Spyder. The focus is on the interplay be-tween the 
highly sophisticated individual drive components. The 
combination of combustion engine and two independent 
electric motors – one on the front axle and one in the drive 
line, acting on the rear wheels – poses completely new 
demands on the development of the operating strategies. 
“They are therefore a critical component in this vehicle into 
which we have put all of our expertise and capacity for in-
novation,” said Wolfgang Hatz. These operating strategies and 
the development of the software to go with them are one 
of Porsche’s core competences. Both of them have a major 
infl uence on the extreme driving fun to be had with the 918 
Spyder and they make possible a unique combination of 
minimal fuel consumption and maximum performance. The 
initial results of the driving trials are in line with the high 
expectations placed on the 918 Spyder. 
   The super sports car is designed as a plug-in hybrid vehicle 
combining a high-performance combustion engine with 
cutting-edge electric motors for extraordinary performance: 
on the one hand, the dynamics of a racing machine boasting 
more than 770 hp, on the other hand, fuel consumption in the 
region of three litres per 100 kilometres. Moreover, Porsche is 
breaking yet more new ground with the technology 
demonstrator with spectacular solutions such as the full 
carbon fi bre reinforced plastic (CFRP) monocoque with unit 
carrier, fully adaptive aerodynamics, adaptive rear-axle 
steering and the upward-venting “top pipes” exhaust system. 
In the process, the 918 Spyder is off ering a glimpse of what 
Porsche Intelligent Performance may be capable of in future.

Prototype in matte.

175 High Street #2 
Waltham, MA 02453 

781-530-4557 
www.liftthrottle.com 

Specializing in air-cooled Porsches 
 

We are an open shop.  
Stop by to browse our inventory, and talk Porsches! 

M-F 8:30 am to 5 pm, or by appointment 

Continued next page
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   Specifi cations of the Porsche 918 Spyder*
   Body: Two-seater Spyder; carbon fi bre reinforced plastics 
(CFRP) monocoque interlocked with CFRP unit carrier; two-
piece Targa roof; fi xed roll-over protection system. 
   Drivetrain: Parallel full hybrid; 4.6-litre V8 mid-engine with 
dry-sump lubrication; hybrid module with electric motor and 
decoupler; electric motor with decoupler and gear unit on 
front axle; electrical system recuperation; four cooling circuits 
for motors, transmission and battery; thermal management. 
   Engine Power: > 570 hp (V8 engine)
  ~ 90 kW (hybrid module on rear axle)
  ~ 80 kW (electric motor on front axle)
  > 770 hp (combined)
Suspension: Double-wishbone front axle; optional electro-
pneumatic lift system on front axle; electro-mechanical power 
steering; multi-link rear axle with adaptive electro-mechanical 
system for individual rear wheel steering
   Brake system: High-performance hybrid brake system with 
adaptive recuperation; ceramic brake discs (PCCB). 
   Energy supply: Lithium-ion battery with 6.8 kWh capacity 
(BOL nominal), 202 kW maximum power and 
mains-compatible plug-in charger.
    Performance: Top speed: 325 km/h, purely electric -150 km/h
   Acceleration: 0 – 100 km/h < 3.0 s
   Consumption  (NEDC): Total ~ 3.0 l/100 km
   CO2 emissions:   Total ~ 70 g/km
   Range: Purely electric > 25 km
   * Provisional specifi cations

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287

continued from previous page

Prototype Design.
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over a ’96 Suzuki Sidekick. On it’s best day I don’t think the 
Sidekick could tow that camper up the seven-mile uphill grade 
on the Mass Pike, but there it was ready to race. And it did, 
pretty slowly, like a rolling chicane, but he was out there. They 
went through two head gaskets on that little windup motor, 
but they were running at the end; well, sort of running.  
   The “Brooklyn Bomb Squad” had three long 10” diameter 
tubes with wires and a large clock bolted to the roof. The car 
under it was later identifi ed as an ‘80s Audi 4000; with a pickup 
bed in place it wasn’t easy to ID. The “Got Wood” team drove 
an early Porsche 944 (now there’s a $500 car) covered in wood 
grained shelf paper. The contact paper was still in place at the 
end but the engine’s connecting rods weren’t. After an all night 
eff ort, the 944 even threw a rod through the second engine. 
   There was a woman mannequin sitting down reading a book 
(a teaching entry?) bolted to the roof on another entry that 
made us laugh every time she drove by. 
   A drivers meeting at 9:00 am went over the rules and, most 
importantly, the penalties for being stupid. Things like black 
fl ags and passing under caution were explained, as many 
drivers had never been on a racetrack before. We had two of 
them on our team. Many off ences brought time outs that ran 
one to two hours, so if you were real dumb you could go back 
out but you were never going to place well. Crashing into peo-
ple got you a lecture (I heard) and your car keys went into the 
bottom of a two-gallon mayonnaise jar that was full. It was May 

5th and they fi gured it was a “Cinco de Mayo” penalty. Clever.    
   With over 70 cars on the grid for the start, getting this fi eld 
moving under the green fl ag was going to be tough. These 
guys have done this before and they put everyone on the track 
with a yellow fl ag out, single fi le, no passing. Once the fi eld 
was spread out and running smoothly, like a shotgun start in 
golf, the green fl ag was waving at every corner and suddenly 
everyone was racing. With no big packs crashing at the fi rst 
turn it was a smooth start and everyone had a great start. At 
least those that noticed that the race had started.
   The team leader started the race and his 20-minute session 
while I spent some time with our drivers explaining the course 
as best I could without being on it. We went to a few turns and 
I pointed through the fence to the ones that did it well and 
those that didn’t. They picked it up real quick. Even with six 
drivers (read investors) we all got lots of track time. I caught 
a black fl ag on my third lap for speeding in the paddock that 
actually belonged to the driver before me but we got it sorted 
out with just a little yelling in the impound stall. 
   I have to say that I was amazed at the performance of our 
entire team. Consider that the seat was bolted to the fl oor with 
no adjustment and we had drivers that varied from my 6’4” to 
Georges 5’4” nobody was really comfortable. Nobody ran off , 
nobody crashed — well one got run into, by a Volvo wagon of 

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

Continued next page

That crazy camper. Photo by  Tom Tate.
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all things — and the car just ran and ran and ran. 
   The driver changes took a while because our pit was a long 
way from the track. We got yelled at for driving too fast in the 
paddock so it became a very slow ride to our garage each 
time. We were there to fi nish so the lap times didn’t matter, but 
everyone on the team did a job they could be proud of. More 
important everyone kept the car on the track and out of 
everyone’s way. Except for that one grocery grabber Volvo.
   Saturday’s race went until the fl ag 6:00 pm, and by then 
everyone was pooped. We stayed at the team captain’s place 
at Lake Winnipesaukee a short drive from the track — a 
beautiful spot on the water that calmed us all as we relived the 
day’s close calls and excitement. The team captain’s son, Justin, 
was on the Internet via phone all day at the track and could 
follow our position and time as every car had a transducer that 
posted times in real time. That kept the bench racing tales that 
night accurate.  
   I started off  the order on Sunday to discover that the clutch 
was going away. It wasn’t slipping, just not disengaging all the 
way. We tried an adjustment at the fi rst driver change but gear 
changes were becoming a problem. Most of the course is done 
in third gear so everyone struggled on keeping gear changes 
to a minimum. Most of the team was used to driving real cars 
and I was surprised how well they did with the stricken Jetta. 
We pressed on and stayed out of trouble until the team 
captain took the checkered fl ag six hours later. It was a long 
day but more fun and more seat time that anyone ever had.
   At the end of the day the car was put on the U-haul trailer, 
using only third gear, and went home a victor. We fi nished. 
I can’t wait until the next race at NHMS, Oct 31st. I can just 
imagine the themes that will appear.
   KTF

continued from previous page

The team. Photo by Tom Tate. The competition! Photo by  Tom Tate
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products and services from her detailing business. Adrianne 
Ross talked about the NOR’EASTER and gave away copies. And, 
of course, Steve Ross, Mr. NER himself, was the MC.
   Susanna and Dave Weber brought a lot of items from the 
Goodie Store, including many clearance items. Two hats and a 
one fl eece later I proved once again that clearance is my favor-
ite word in the English language. The food, the sale, the prizes 
and all that great information were worth coming for; everyone 
enjoyed it! If you missed this event, you missed a good time. Go 
next year.
   Now it’s Tuesday, the 17th: one week left to the DE. I had 
asked Jerry, our chief driving instructor who does the pairings, 
to fi nd me someone I didn’t know. I checked the Club 
Registration website and discovered Chris Mongeon, as in 
president of the board Chris, listed next to my name. Yes, the 
same board I’m on. Hmmm… Jerry assured me that Chris met 
my other two criteria: laidback and with a sense of humor. But 
the next day Chris Outzen e-mailed me and said he was my 
instructor. I looked him up and discovered his title was the 
scrutineer. That sounded really scary. I decided to just wait until 
I got there.
   Saturday, the 21st: three days left to go. I started to get 
e-mails from fellow members telling me additional items to 
bring. Where am I supposed to put all this stuff , especially since 
it all has to come out when I get to the track???
   On Sunday, e-mails started to appear about the event. There 
was so much information about track etiquette, driving ter-
minology, run groups, work assignments, schedules, etc. and 
links to articles to read. Printing, reading, and studying it all 
took most of a rainy afternoon. I also waxed the car doors so 
the numbers would come back off  easily. Later I went to sleep 
mentally visualizing all the fl ags…
   Then came Monday, the 23rd. I loaded up Lucy. She looked 
as if we were heading out for two-week vacation. My plan was 
to arrive in Loudon by 5:00 pm. And yes, my new license and 
my PCA card and copies were with me. I do learn from prior 
mistakes!
   It was raining so hard when I got there that I didn’t venture 
out and explore Concord as planned. I checked in, and ob-
served that my room number (134) was the same as my car 
number. I took that as a very lucky omen. I decided to do some 
more reading while waiting for others to arrive.
   The skies cleared around 8:00 pm, and the forecast for the 
next day was good! I put my numbers on my car after dinner 
— in bad light and breezy conditions — to save time in the 
morning. That was a challenge. In the morning, the day looked 
great, but it was fl eeting. We all ended up driving to the track 
in the rain. We signed in for the event, signed our waivers, and 
drove around to tech inspection. It all went so fast it was a blur. 
This was well organized. 
   I was excited to see the track again; I hadn’t been there for 
years. Right away I felt comfortable with all the activity and 

hub-bub of everyone getting themselves, their gear, and their 
cars settled in. I’ve spent lots of time at tracks, but at them, not 
on them, as was going to be the case today. The excitement 
helped take my mind off  the cold, damp day!
   Chris Outzen turned out to be my instructor. I assured him I 
listen well and could follow directions. I told him I like to know 
how and why things work, so not to resist being technical.
Drivers’ meeting: 8:15 am. Stan gave us the dos and don’ts. He 
stressed courtesy. He emphasized it’s not racing, not timing, 
not prizes. 
   Then we got the best advice of the day: Don’t get out of your 
car unless it’s on fi re…
   Dick Anderson talked about developing ocular vision — 
looking way ahead of you — and also stressed ‘the line’ and 
smoothness. He went over the passing signals with us.
   Then Dennis Macchio from Bertil Roos Racing School talked 
about the necessity of feeling apprehensive. My fellow greens 
and I didn’t fi t the mold. Our enthusiasm was palpable as we 
chatted about our experiences between sessions and 
anticipated the next. If, as Dennis said, fear makes us “operate 
on half our IQ’s,” our brains were fully functioning.
   On my fi rst run, I struggled a bit with the concept of the 
line and the idea of smoothness. The second time out, I got 
a thumb’s up, a “sweet” and two “perfects” from Chris. He was 
probably just being nice, but it was appreciated. Chris off ered 
to take me out in his mini for a lunchtime run. He wanted to 
show me a better driver is more important than a better car. He 
sure did. The mini gave the fancier cars a run for their money. 
By watching him, I was able to clearly see the line. By the third 
run, I felt some confi dence. Chris asked if I was aware how 
fast I was going. Yes, but it felt right. Going into turn one, after 
speeding down the main straight and actually passing a guy, 
put a smile on my face that stayed on for the rest of the day. If 
I hadn’t known how much I was pushing the car while driving, 
I would have fi gured it out by the smell of Lucy’s brakes and 
tires when we were done. Four sessions were just enough. I was 
worn out by the end of the last one. The intensity of that type 
of driving, which requires total concentration, is quite tiring. I 
slept better that night than I have in a long time.
   Chris mentioned that NHMS was a tough track to drive 
because it’s very technical. But he said it was great to learn on 
because you’re exposed to every type of turn. You get to see 
how your car responds in each situation. 
   I didn’t drive the next day, but I did go to the track and left in 
time to meet a work obligation at home. Since this experience, 
I am fi nding that I am mindful in my daily driving of my hand 
positioning on the wheel, of smoothness, and of being aware 
of my surroundings.
   Thank you, Chris, for your encouragement and knowledge.
   It was nice to see a lot of husband/wife driving teams out 
there enjoying their common interest as well as each other like 

Under the Radar -  continued from page 11

Continued next page
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Nick and Kay Shanny, Kristin Larson and Dave Berman, and 
Emily and Penn Young. 
   Thank you, Kristin and Kay, for the dry space in your garage.
   And a special thank you goes to Mark Engelberg for watching 
out for me starting at the DE Ground School, and continuing 
through each step to the fi nish in NH. You made a big diff er-
ence in my enjoyment factor, and proved once again it really is 
the people as much as the cars. 
   For me, this was a truly worthwhile experience. I plan to try 
another track in the near future. So think about how you can 
get yourself involved. Try a few things and see what sticks! If 
nothing else, you’ll have lots of interesting experiences while 
you learn something new.
   Don’t forget to fi nd time to get out and enjoy your car!

NHMS -  continued from page 29continued from previous page

it was the latter for me, but that didn’t bother me since I was 
pretty focused on the more basic stuff . He spent quite some 
time after each run talking over what I had done well and what 
could be improved, and giving me plenty of encouragement.
   In the afternoon, Steve took me out for a run in the yellow/
blue run group — a completely diff erent experience from the 
greens, and a total adrenaline rush!! Things moved a lot faster 
there. We took my car, and he showed me a bit of what it’s 
capable of. I’ll have a lot of practicing to do before I’m ready to 
move up, but it’ll be a lot of fun getting there.
   Between runs and afterwards, I compared notes with some of 
the other novices. Everyone had his or her own experience with 
it, but everyone had that same ear-to-ear grin. Mine comes 
back every time I think about that day, and every time I think 
ahead to the next one...

miles on the track without missing a beat, then drove home 
at an average of 28.8 mpg. I may have to treat it to a wash and 
wax!
   You will have enjoyed our fi rst regular season autocross as you 
read this but just remember:  for the third event (Sunday July 
29th) there is only on-line registration — you can’t just show 
up! The deadline for sign-up is Wednesday July 25th at mid-
night.
   Bill Seymour
   Activities@Porschenet.com

The Long and Winding Road-  continued from page 12

has me working on stopping off  in the corner where I can’t 
hurt anyone. When skiers fall and bodies, skis and poles end 
up scattered around, they call it a yard sale. What do you call it 
when an ice skater loses balance, trying to stop, with arms and 
legs fl ailing in an eff ort to keep ones self upright, only to fail 
miserably and land on their backs? Our group calls it a “Chris.” 
This is why I always wear my helmet. I am sure that I will fi gure 
it out someday, until then I would suggest keeping away from 
me on the ice.

On The Loud Pedal -  continued from page 7

Lunch with friends old and new. 

Ginny on track.
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fl ag waved.
   I swear to you, they couldn’t have gotten 100 feet down that 
front straight when chaos reigned again, this time literally. I 
saw it all, shrapnel everywhere, a hood 15 feet in the air just 30 
feet directly in front of me, and cars crunching, squealing, and 
crashing down the front straight. Twice. Right in front of me, 
and then further down. Whoa! That was huge!
   Yellow fl ag. This time, when the pick-up (‘pick up’ the wrecks 
truck) came by they were, I’m not kidding, shoveling Will 
Turner’s car up off  the track and into the truck. Boris was fi ne by 
the way, but angrier than I’ve ever seen him.
   So, by now we’re 45 minutes into this gig, and we haven’t 
completed even a half a lap under green. Cars come in for fuel, 
and we joke with our driver that at this rate we won’t need tires 
or fuel.
   Wait a minute… We won’t need tires or fuel.
   The race is a timed event. It ends when it ends, not when 
we’ve 
completed so many laps. We’ve done 30 laps at 45 mph. Forty 
minutes 
without spending much fuel, and no tires. We could run the 
whole thing 
without pitting! As long as our driver ran clean, and fast, we 
could be in front the whole time!
   Ahhh, but Grand Am requires a driver change. Yes, yes we 
know that. But at this rate we could change under a late yellow, 
and not lose our position. Also, it looks like rain. That would 
cause everyone to change tires, and we could change drivers 
then! Brilliant!
   Our driver stayed out, we stayed in fi rst, and the crew chewed 
our fi ngernails. I was down to only one car to lollipop for. (I got 

On the Edge- continued from page 6

to lollipop! I was so excited! Thanks Andreas, wherever you are!) 
The race stayed green. The sky turned black.
   This really was going to come down to the last few minutes! 
We prayed for a downpour. We waited for a yellow, there were 
10 minutes left. We had to change drivers!
   And then it happened; the yellow fl ag came out. Someone 
had spun into a sand trap, and the trucks needed to come out. 
Seven minutes, and four laps, left. We were going to do it!
   I high-fi ved Jim, and our second driver got into position.
   Then, over the radio from Grand Am control we hear “Car XX 
you’ve got the wave by.” (This means that our driver is not in 
the correct position when the race slows down. Perhaps he got 
caught up in with the other class, but for whatever reason, he’s 
being asked to pass the pace car, and carefully go around again 
to get back in line.)
   “Car XX you’ve got the wave by.” Jim and I look at each other, 
and 
simultaneously said. “Did he just say car XX?” We nodded, hav-
ing been in sync. But it seemed… odd. The slower class of cars 
doesn’t usually get a wave by.
   Jim clicked his button to talk to the driver. “You’ve got the…” 
— he looked at me again, and I nodded — “wave by” he 
fi nished.
   So our driver popped out and drove past the pace car, at 
which point the Grand Am offi  cial’s head seemingly exploded, 
and he took a small nutty on the other end of the radio at us.
   We had very, very obviously had a miscommunication with 
Grand Am somewhere, and they we’re very angry indeed.
   We came in, we changed drivers, we served what seemed like 
the longest penalty in Grand Am history, and we fi nished 27th.

A Spider at “Charlotte’s Web,” and the PCA corral. 
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MarketplaceFor Sale 

  1999 Boxster, 31k mi. Blk w Blk / Grey int. All history since new. Excellent in and out and well maintained. anthony.p.dinatale@
verizon.net. 781.662.1210. Asking $15,250.
  1993 911 RS America. Black on black,excellent cond. Garaged with 53,600 miles. A/C, sunroof,  Alpine tuner & CD player, lock-
ing diff erential, Fiske V wheels, Big red brakes, custom inlet ducts, B&B exhaust, prof. rebuilt engine at 38,900 miles. All records. 
$43,300. Contact Mike at (617) 484-9781 or mpgold@verizon.net (6/12)   
  2004 GT3, black on black, 18000 miles, track ready with Alcon Brakes , Moton Club Sport adjustable shocks,
Fikse with Hoosiers, European GT3 seats, new belts, Roll bar or street ready with new leather seats, carbon brakes, original
Wheels and Tires. Perfect inside and out, EPE maintained since new. $64,000. HPS911@comcast.net, 508-358-9196. (5/12)
   R-1531 Carbon Fiber Brey-Krause Strut Tower Brace incorporate high strength precision rod ends for adjustability and perfect 
fi t. The design uses factory mounting points and transfers the load to the strut bearing mount.   Carbon fi ber strut braces provide 
incredible strength to weight properties without compromising performance.  For all 993 model Porsche.  List Price $300.00 New.  
Take it for $150.00, Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.com or 401-765-5755 Before 8PM. (5/12)
   Bilstein PSS9 Coil-Over Suspension Kit.  PSS9 Coil-Over System adds a matched performance spring and threaded ride height 
adjuster to provide a complete suspension system for a vehicle.  The fully adjustable monotube gas shock absorbers off er nine 
precise compression and rebound settings, from comfort to competition. The front and rear progressive rate springs allow for the 
accurate adjustment of a vehicle’s ride height, stance, cornering balance and ride quality to maximize performance.  For all 993 
model Porsche.  List $2,700.  These are 3 years old & have less than 10,000 miles.  Asking $995.00.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@
gmail.com or 401-765-5755 Before 8PM. (5/12)
   Porsche 993 911 Varioram 3.6 PowerChip Upgrade.  This is a complete ECU for a 993 Varioram 3.6 that has been updated by 
Powerchip.  Increase horsepower from 282 to over 300 and torque from 250 to 267lb.-ft.  You get the PowerChip and the ECU as 
a package.  Remove your stock ECU, replace it with this Updated PowerChip ECU and enjoy more power and torque. List Price 
for the PowerChip  $1,400.  I’m asking $1,500 for the PowerChip and the OEM 993 ECU Complete.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@
gmail.com or 401-765-5755  Before 8PM. (5/12)
   Porsche 993 H&R Sway Bars Front and Rear.  H&R Sway Bars are crafted from Special (hf ) 50CrV4 steel alloy-the highest tensile 
strength available.  Each sway bar is cold-formed and heat-treated, with forged seamless bar ends.  Original list price $649.00.  En-
hance your 993’s lateral stability and cornering grip, while reducing body roll, all for $300.00.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.
com or 401-765-5755 Before 8PM. (5/12)
   Porsche 993 C4S Wide Body Track Wheels.  These are the Hollow Spoke for lighter weight.  
Two Front are BBS-B01  996-362-136-04 8J X 18 ET50; Two Rear are BBS-B01  996-362142-03  11J X 18 ET45.  These have been used 
as track wheels so they are not perfect, but they are not bent or damaged in any way.  The tires are Michelin Pilot Sport Cups, 
235/40ZRX18 on the Front and 295/30ZRX18 Rear.  They are about 40% used but still have a few track days left in them.  Set of 4 
including tires  $1,200.00.  Contact Moe Auger, 993moe@gmail.com or 401-765-5755 Before 8PM. (5/12)
   Porsche 993 17” OEM Cup Wheels.  Excellent condition. (2) front wheels, 993 362 124 00, 17 x 7; (2) rear wheels, 993 362 128 
00, 17 x 9; Pirelli P Zero 205/50ZR17 and 255/40ZR17 tires, 40% tread (one tire has sidewall bubble). $950 plus shipping. Pictures, 
http://photobucket.com/porsche993wheels. moogie8@comcast.net; 617-840-0700. (5/12)
   2009 Boxster. 13,xxx miles. PDK. Meteor Grey Metallic w/ Sand interior. Cocoa top. Bought new 8/10. Full factory warranty until 
8/1/14. Sports Chrono (w/o PCM), 18” Cayman II wheels, auto. climate control, Bluetooth, Bose high end sound, iPod Interface, 
heated seats. Dealer serviced. Always garaged. Like new. COA & window sticker. MSRP - $58,230. Sell for $38,500 o.b.o.. Call for 
more info. 508-255-3583; rdparis@his.com. (5/12)
2001 Boxster S, 50Kmi, Lapis Blue, Removable hardtop, Tip. I have owned for 7 years and have records for that time period. Clean 
inside & out. No issues. Asking $17,000. James Smith,  jm.smith23@hotmail.com, Cell 617-293-4834 2004 (3/12)

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the prod-
ucts or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. 
Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six 
lines - it’s not necessary to mention every detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be emailed to: 
aross@porschenet.com.
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President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
Home: 508-439-2315 email: c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Acting Vice President - Administrative

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
Activities@porschenet.com 
Treasurer

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; treasurer@porschenet.com
Secretary

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; nshanny@mac.com
Membership

Virginia H. Young
1092 Norton Avenue, Taunton, MA. 02780
vhy4167@hotmail.com 
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
P.O. Box 760727, Melrose, MA 02176
Cell: 781-249-5091, email: aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Activities@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Registration - Autocross

Jon Cowen
12 Copeland Rd., Framingham, MA 01701
email: JCowenNER@gmail.com
Chair -Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
Cell: 978-337-3095; stanley_corbett@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Ann Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508- 651-1316 epe@epe.com
Novice Development - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898 email: DickAnderson114@gmail.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ray Bahr
rbahr1900@yahoo.com
978.371.1294
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb; email: jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com
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NER Board of Directors New Members
Michael Alessandro
Acton, MA
2012 Cayman

Mark Alzapiedi
Sterling, MA
2008 Boxster  S

Gregory Arakelian
Kingston, RI
1969 912

Robert Binder
Melrose, MA
1987 911

Peter Blume-Jensen
Newton, MA
2012 911 Turbo S

Jeff rey Buckler
Rumford, RI
2002 911

Jean-Luc Brousseau
Upton, MA
2007 Cayman S

Ronald Cahill
Andover, MA
2007 Cayman S

Evandro Carvalho
Dorchester, MA
2003 Boxster

Robert Cunningham
Boston, MA
1987 Porsche

William Flemer
Marblehead, MA
2003 911

Edward Foss
Swansea, MA
2006 997 C4

Richard Holmes
E. Freetown, MA
2005 Boxster

James Huggins
Sutton, MA
2012 Cayman R

Judd Katzen
Barrington, RI
2009 carrera S

Nicholas Krot
Braintree, MA
2005 Boxster

Layla Mah
Waltham, MA
2006 Boxster S

Terry Means
Medford, MA
2102 Cayenne

Sean Morrison
Westford, MA
2007 911

John Moss
Bristol, RI
1972 911

Neal Pruchansky
Sunderland, MA
2010 Cayman S

Justin Slater
East Freetown, MA
1993 911

Richard Suter
Brookline, MA
2009 Boxster S

Michael Whitman
Sudbury, MA
1984 911

Richard Wise
Wayland, MA
2006 Cayman S

Transfers In:

John Dunkle
Danvers, MA
1995 993

Mitchell Finer
Waltham, MA
1998 carrera

Thomas Leddy
East Greenwich, RI
1986 911
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