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On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

Daytona. The sun, the exhaust, the deafening 
roar… Love, love, love! It was another com-

pletely astounding start to the year — both driv-
ing and calendar. Last year, your very green little 
editor went to the Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona 
somewhat under informed, a little bit starry eyed, 
and completely overwhelmed. This year I knew 
the names, and faces, and get this… They knew 
me!! Well, some of them did. I “Hi’d” and Hey’d” my 
way through both sets of garages. If I didn’t know 
you, I was going to, and if I knew who you were 
and you didn’t have a clue who I was, I was going 
to meet you, come hell or high water (Hurley — 
I’m talking to you). 
   I’m never star-struck, ever. I’ve been quite lucky 
to be in the position to meet lots of very famous 
folks, movie stars, rock stars, and sports stars from 
a very young age. Fame doesn’t have the eff ect 
on me it does on some. So when I ran into Joao, 
Terry, Hurley, or Derek, I confi dently strolled up 
and introduced myself to them one after another, 
and made small talk and big talk. I met almost all 

the drivers I had planned to meet that weekend, 
except one, whom I met unexpectedly.
   Now, this is the 50th anniversary of this race 
mind you, and there’s a 20-minute session of 
as many past winners as they could gather. Big, 
big names in this game are gathered, and I keep 
coming across them in the paddock, waving 
sometimes, introducing my companions to oth-
ers. But this one, this one was the one…
   Passing through the back of the pits, there’s a 
lane that folks with hot pit access use to wander 
between pits, and there he was… You absolutely 
could not mistake those pants. Clad in his very 
typical plaid, walking toward me, was Sir Jackie 
Stewart. 
   My heart jumped into my throat. 
   As ever at a racetrack, I was with Amy, and I put 
my hand out on her arm, my eyes never leaving 
the unbelievable site before me. 
   “Amy,” I stuttered, “Amy, that’s Jackie Stewart.” 
   He saw me put my arm out, and probably heard 
me because a big smile broke out on his face. 
   I, on the other hand, continued to panic. 

In This Issue...

Once again the calendar circled round to the 
24 Hours of Daytona, America’s premire 

endurance race. And once again, a solid gaggle 
of 20 NERers headed south to partake. Our own 
Mike Kerouac reports from the front lines. And I 
report from behind the pits. 
   LeMons (yes Lemons!) is coming!! And this 
year we are IN! 
   Been to a spontaneous dinner yet? We think 
they’re just duckie! Seriously, I’ve met lots of 
very cool folks, new and long timers at these 
events. Come, and hang out!
   We’re morphing into our new look - slowly - I 
don’t want to scare anyone! What do you think 
of our color inside cover? We like it! 
   Got a story? Been to an event? Write, take 
pictures, submit, PARTAKE! It’s your newsletter, I 
just work here!  

   He kept walking toward me, talking to his com-
panions, but very obviously understanding that 
I was about to, well, “strike.” (Never let it be said I 
don’t do what’s expected of me.)
   I put out my hand, and leapt at him, almost 
clearing the distance of the 10 feet between us in 
two steps. 
   “Mr. Stewart, I am a huge fan!” (You’re being an 
idiot, and probably scaring the %$^ out of him! 
Calm down!) 
   “I’m just in the middle of reading your book Mr. 
Stewart!” with so much enthusiasm, he may have 
had to back up a little. (Do not scare Jackie Stew-
art, Adrianne!! Stop it right now!) 
   I hastily thrust my camera at poor Sandy (anoth-
er lovely woman I was with at Daytona). “Sandy, 
could you take our picture?”
   I turned to Jackie, “Do you mind if I take a 
picture with you Mr. Stewart? I absolutely adore 
you!” (Are you kidding me? You sound like a psy-
cho! Stop this RIGHT NOW!) But I couldn’t stop it, 
or myself.

   It was absolute lunacy! But I was so over-
come I seemed to turn into somebody else. 
I’m starting to really get that whole tem-
porary insanity thing. Honestly, I was more 
than a little embarrassed by my behavior. 
But if anyone might understand, it’s you 
folks. 

   Jackie was quite sweet and accommodating. 
The camera didn’t work 

“Are you kidding me? You sound like a psycho! 

Stop this RIGHT NOW!” But I couldn’t stop it, or 

myself.

continued on page 43



N O R E A S T E R page 7

private can hit the proverbial fan when Mother 
Nature wants to vent. The morning after that 
Halloween storm my neighbor and I, armed with 
chain saws and a pickup truck, spent seven hours 
clearing a path large enough to get a car down 
our driveway.
   Since then, the cooperating weather has al-
lowed my boys and me to spend more than a few 
weekends clearing downed branches, cutting, 
splitting and stacking up what is now fi rewood. 
While we do have a nice fi replace in the house, 
that storm has provided us with a lot of extra fi re-
wood. What’s a guy to do? Against my wife’s strict 
orders, Sam (7), Nicolas (5) and I built a fi re pit in 
the back while she was out shopping. What is it 
about guys and their primal need to create fi re? 
With a little help from an accelerant we had done 
it. I slipped into the house for a beer and two 
juice boxes to celebrate. Upon returning, I distrib-
uted the beverages (yes, the beer was mine) and 
decided to take a picture with the dumb phone 
and send it off  to Stephanie. Apparently pride 

over my creation overpowered my better 
judgment. If your wife says ”No” and you 
do it anyway, don’t record it.
   Regardless, my boys and I each slipped 
back into our chairs and stared blankly into 
the fi re, letting the decompression begin. 
I believe that I mentioned our boys were 

fi ve and seven years old, so their decompression 
was done about the same time the juice boxes 
were. It was now time to start running around 
looking for something — anything — to throw 
into the fi re. There were plenty of small sticks and 
pine cones that could go in but that lost its charm 
pretty quickly. They moved on to fi nding each 
other’s toys and attempting to, ”see if this will 
burn.” I must disclose that no toys were harmed in 
the production of this fi re and another success-
ful Saturday had passed bonding with my boys. 
Less than 15 years will pass and I’ll be spending 
a Saturday with them at the track. It seems like 
we’ll have as many of them as we want, but we all 
know that’s not true. So, for now, I’ll play with a 
little bit of fi re if it means a good day with them.  

So, here I am, three days before this column is 
due and there is a complete blank. I’ve drifted 

away in my mind a number of times over the last 
few weeks and started the column, but never 
bothered to do anything about it. When consid-
ering everything else that gets covered by those 
who provide columns for the NOR’EASTER, I real-
ize that I don’t have a niche yet. We have some 
that cover their on-going projects. Ginny lets us 
know how our members are doing. Steve keeps 
us up to date on most of the activities within the 
club. Nick lets you know what the board is up to. 
Adrianne gives us a look into the adventures of 
our editor, and Stan makes sure we know what 
is going on in Driver Ed. No, I have not forgotten 
Bill. I just don’t know what to make of his column. 
Sometimes his dog writes the column (those I 
enjoy) and sometimes he does and now he wants 
yet another car, this time for his birthday. Sorry 
Bill, but it will take more than a bag of chips with 
this crowd.
   So what about me? I’m married with two boys 

and their activities will provide plenty of writing 
material. Sometimes you may fi nd the column 
relevant to the club and other times I will just let 
you know what’s going on at home. Here goes… 
   We are closing in on the middle of February 
and, for those of you that actually read this, it 
will be March and God only knows what a New 
England winter will have thrown our way in that 
time. Until now, this has been a very uneventful 
winter. We have enjoyed countless unseasonably 
warm days and have not had to deal with much 
snow at all. This is, of course, just fi ne with me, 
but not for my plow guy who had purchased all 
new equipment before winter arrived. The thing 
is, our home is nestled right in the middle of our 
six-acre lot with an 800-foot drive from the road 
to our door and that can amount to a lot of snow 
over a winter, just not this one. Many of you have 
long since put the storm we had in October in 
your mirrors and forgotten about it, but, in our 
house, there is still a constant reminder. The thing 
about living in a very rural area like we do is that 
everything that makes it so quiet peaceful and 

Christopher Mongeon
On the Loud Pedal

Apparently pride over my creation 

overpowered my better judgment. If your wife 

says ”No” and you do it anyway, don’t record it.



’new‘ noises and vibrations emanating from your 
Porsche’s engine compartment.
Diffi  culty concentrating: 

The inability to relax and focus on the task at 
hand. This can be particularly problematic while 
driving your Porsche, and especially onerous on 
long trips that take you out of your geographic 
“comfort zone.” That comfort zone will vary, but it 
is usually described as “X” number of miles from 
your favorite repair facility.
   So, at this point I am sure you are all wondering 
what could possibly be the cause for this phe-
nomenon. In short, it seems to stem largely from 
a growing fear of the sudden and acute failure of 
your engine’s intermediate shaft bearing. There 
you have it. You have all no doubt heard about 
it and all of its grisly details. Well, I am here to 
help put the actual problem in perspective and 
off er some relief from many of the symptoms 
described above, all of which can be traced back 
to WCPDPTSD or, for purposes of this discussion, 
PTSD for short. So, now would be a good time to 

defi ne the actual mechanical problem and 
its most common causes. 
   When Porsche decided to build their new 
water-cooled engines (not including the 
GT3 and Turbo models), they began with 
totally new design architecture. Among the 
many “new features” the Porsche engi-

neers chose to employ was a sealed ball bearing 
arrangement to support the intermediate shaft 
(IMS). Previous engines employed a “split plain” 
bearing that was similar to the main and connect-
ing rod bearings. These were all fed with pressur-
ized oil to lubricate and cool them. This design 
has served Porsche owners very well for decades 
and the “lower end” of the venerable air cooled 
911 has enjoyed a well-deserved reputation for 
tremendous strength and unmatched reliability 
under even the most grueling conditions. 
   So the problem with the IMS arises when this 
ball-bearing assembly, located at the back of 
the intermediate shaft, fails. Bear in mind that 
Porsche in their infi nite wisdom has updated 
and upgraded this specifi c component numer-
ous times over the production cycle of these 
engines. The failure of this bearing will often lead 
to extreme engine damage that usually renders 
the affl  icted engine “un-repairable,” at least from 
a practical economic standpoint. The solution at 
that point is to simply replace the entire engine. 

There is a new ’disorder‘ that seems to be af-
fl icting many Porsche owners these days, and 

while it shares the same acronym with and pres-
ents similar symptoms as a better known malady, 
this ailment is infi nitely easier to avoid, far less 
debilitating, and is even relatively simple to cure. 
   The PTSD that I am referring to in case you 
hadn’t guessed, is Pre-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
I am not certain, but I think I might be the fi rst 
person in my fi eld to put a name to this syn-
drome. So, what exactly is this new diagnosis, you 
ask? Well, perhaps a clue might be in order; how 
about “WCPDPTSD.”
   Does that help? I guess not. Okay, allow me 
to explain. The affl  iction I am talking about is 
“Water-Cooled Porsche Driver Pre-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder.” Now does it start to make sense? 
Not yet? Alright, how about if I list some of the 
common symptoms? We could see if any of them 
strike a chord with you.

Anxiety:

The constant low-level stress experienced any-
time you drive your Porsche.
Insomnia:

The inability to sleep well caused by an unrelent-
ing angst borne out of concern for the health of  
the engine in your Porsche. 
Night sweats: 

The experience of tossing and turning while 
asleep, often accompanied by nightmares involv-
ing sudden and extreme engine failure.
OCD: 

The inability to stop fi xating on the dozens of 
horror stories you have been exposed to by your 
fellow Porsche drivers, as well as the dreaded 
’Internet Gurus.’
Doomsday dread: 

The Nostradamus-like expectation that at some 
point, probably in the very near future, your bliss-
ful Porsche driving days will end.
Hyper-vigilance:

The constant and obsessive awareness of the 
occasionally real, but most often imagined, 

Enhancing MOTORing SKILLS
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Jerry Pellegrino

Well, I am here to help put the actual problem 

in perspective and off er some relief from many 

of the symptoms described above...
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I can’t remember the last time that I’ve gotten so 
much work done in the garage. Maybe it’s the 

mild weather, at least for New England. With no 
snow to push around, either by plow or by shovel, 
there is a lot of time to work on those garage 
projects that I talked about last month. I’ve even 
gotten past the garage part and into the car part 
of the project list. 
   The biggest car task this winter was to change 
the interior of the Speedster to match the way it 
was built fi fty-four years ago. When I got the car 
back in ’76, it was silver with a black interior. That 
included black door panels and seats but the 
rear seat (yes, there is one) was actually red and 
had been painted black to match. I fi gured that 
the original had been lost along the way and the 
previous owner had just grabbed another one 
that didn’t match. The car had spent a lot of time 
at the racetrack where originality was not of any 
concern. 
   When it came time to repaint the cracking silver 
paint, in 1998, I contacted Porsche and ordered a 

Certifi cate of Authenticity. It was then that I dis-
covered that the original color was black, in fact 
one of a very few black Speedsters done in ’58. I 
guess it wasn’t a very popular color for a sports 
car back in the day. When I began to dismantle 
the car to paint it I discovered black paint inside 
the doors that I hadn’t seen before. When I got 
the car the paint was only a few years old and 
it was good enough to show as a silver car and 
actually did quite well at local shows for more 
than 20 years.
   The certifi cate was less helpful regarding the 
interior as that space was fi lled in with the word 
”unknown.” Back then the dash covering did need 
to be replaced and since I had the windshield off  
to paint the car it was easy to do. Since the rest of 
black interior was in good shape, I was content to 
leave it as it was and the results were outstand-
ing. Blackie won second place at the 1999 PCA 
Parade Concours. There were also trophies won at 
a number of German Car Days and other shows.
   Some years later Porsche notifi ed the club that 
additional information was available and that 

anyone that already had a COA could get a free 
updated version by sending in the old one. I’m 
always quick to take advantage of free so off  my 
copy went to headquarters, then in Reno, NV.
   Imagine my surprise when it came back a few 
weeks later with the word ”unknown” replaced 
with “RED.” Oops! I wasn’t ready to change the 
interior so when I went to shows I just displayed 
the earlier COA which I had copied, and left the 
other one at home. 
   That interior color was actually a plus because 
the coupe that I was in the process of restor-
ing was also a black car with a red interior. That 
meant that when everything was completed 
I’d have a set of ‘book ends’, both black with red 
interiors. 
   As luck would have it, last year I was dropping 
off  some parts to a friend who was restoring a 
Speedster when I noticed some new red interior 
panels leaning against the wall in his shop. I 
asked if he was going with a red interior and he 
said that he wasn’t but the parts I saw had come 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 44

The (big) car task this winter was to change 

the interior of the Speedster to match the 

way it was built fi fty four years ago. 

Black dash and doors

New red dash and doors.
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Minutes Of The Board
Nick Shanny–February 8th, 2012 NER Board Meeting 

Members Present: Kristin Larson, David Ber-
man, Adrianne Ross, Steve Ross, Nick Shanny, 

Chris Mongeon, and Bill Seymour.
   The board met at 6:30 pm on February 8th at 
Kristin Larson’s house in Acton. Kristin and David 
prepared a nice Italian meal for all to enjoy. Bill 
was nice enough to bring some wine to add to 
collection already supplied by Kristin. After dinner, 
the meeting began at 7:30 pm. 
   Virginia Young was busy enjoying the Florida 
sunshine, so Nick Shanny delivered the member-
ship report as supplied by Virginia.
   Adrianne provided the board with March 
NOR’EASTER assignments. All articles at this point 
have been assigned.
   The board decided that they would like to make 
the DE chair a permanent invitee to the monthly 
board meetings. A motion was made by Nick 
Shanny, seconded by Adrianne, and unanimously 
passed by the board.
   Chris has nothing new to report regarding the 
National Presidents’ meeting other than that he 
will be attending. The board quickly spoke of the 
various National awards. The only award group 
we will continue to vie for is newsletter, details of 
which are being handled by Adrianne Ross. 
   Bill Seymour provided the board with the 
activities report. He reminded the board that the 
Ground School is fast approaching. Several mem-
bers of the board will be attending to help answer 
questions from newcomers. Bill also mentioned 
that Jon Cowen is resigning as autocross regis-
trar. David Berman has kindly off ered his time to 
replace this open position. Bill reported that there 
would be changes to the autocross registration 
rules, which will be outlined in his forthcoming 
column as well as subsequent messages to the 
autocross community.
   Steve Ross updated the board on the 
upcoming Zone 1 Concours event. It 
was noted that Zone 1 is handling all 
expenses. Steve provided an update 
on the various upcoming activities. 
With the new 991 being released, it 
was noted that there are several up-
coming release parties at the various 
dealerships around the area. Steve let 
the board know that the signup for 
the Cooking School event has been 
under-whelming, and as such, will 
probably be canceled.
   The non-spontaneous dinner had a 

Thirty-Five Years

David E. Maynard

Twenty  Years

Jonathan S. Kelly

Fifteen Years

 David J. Husak
 Robert J. Lepofsky
 Hugh E. Richmond

Ten Years

J P. S. Fabyan
 Patrick S. Harris
 Michael A. Palmieri

Five Years

 Kirk  Stingle
 Thomas  Dodd
 Thomas P. Feid
 Robert D. Forster
 Robert  Hampson
 Christopher  Natkanski
 Todd  Ofenloch
 Burt P. Sackett
 John R. Schrum
 Roger  Slocum
 David A. Stewart
 Richard L. Tuck

good showing with 20 people attending. Future 
dinners are planned for Plymouth, Westport, and 
Natick.
   Due to various scheduling problems, the May 
16th board meeting was moved to Chris Mon-
geon’s house.
Virginia provided the following Membership 
Report: NER has 1,424 primary members, 986 af-
fi liate members, for a total membership of 2410. 
During the month NER had 16 new members, 
with no transfers-in and no transfers-out.
   The next meeting will be held March 14th, at 
Nick Shanny’s home.
   The meeting adjourned at 8:58 pm.

Happy PCA Anniversary



the scoring table. Somehow I had a vision in my 
head of two people with stopwatches at either 
end of a run. It was a little more complicated than 
that. The table had four people running it. There 
was a computer and other scoring equipment, 
and a deli-like machine spurting out information 
on labels to be attached to the timing wall. The 
walkie-talkie people were calling in information 
on whether the cars had stayed on course or hit 
any cones.
   There was no time like the present to start “The 
Rides.” The fi rst run I experienced was in a Boxster 
driven by Ollie Lussier. If I thought I was going to 
get a sense of the cone confi guration, it wasn’t 
going to be with Ollie. He has one of the fastest 
cars: small wonder everyone manages to avoid 
being in his class. We went around the course so 
fast that the cones were a blur. It was hard for me 
to decipher where we were headed next, and at 
the last second I would fi nd it was not where I had 
guessed. When we stopped he said it was a very 
good sign that I had laughed all the way through 

it instead of screaming. He later said it 
had been his fastest run of the day. Ollie 
fi nished #1 out of 1 in his very elite class.
Some advice: Don’t eat lunch just before 
riding with Ollie.
   My second run was in a brand new 
Cayman R driven by my friend Ed Mos-

chella. He was critical of his run, but he had a very 
respectable fi nish of #2 in a class of 15.
   My third run on the track was with Chris Tuck 
in a vintage 911. As we were waiting to go, he 
confi ded that his wife had gone on the track with 
him once and said never again. He was interested 
in seeing what kind of stamina I had and, by the 
way, wanted to mention that he spins out a lot. I 
started thinking about my lunch again… It was a 
bit wild, but no spinouts. He later came up to me 
and said I had brought him luck; it had been his 
best run. He fi nished #1 in his class of 7.
   My last run was with Steve Ross. He was most 
helpful. He told me exactly what he was doing as 
we went along. By now, I felt I knew the course. 
That knowledge made me feel very confi dent, but 
that feeling slipped away at dinner when I was 
told the cone confi guration is changed for every 
autocross. H-m-m-m, makes sense, but I wasn’t 
counting on that… Steve fi nished #1 out of 5.
   It’s funny how we all take diff erent approaches 
to new experiences. I was doing my usual 

I started thinking that, as the membership chair, 
I should be able to talk to potential members 

about anything and everything that goes on in 
the club. So I decided to expand my knowledge 
by experiencing all the diff erent activities fi rst-
hand.
   Autocross was fi rst on my list. My plan was to 
attend a session and watch what goes on. I knew 
I would have an opportunity to ride the track as a 
passenger by donating to Angel Flight. I did have 
a couple of board members twist my arm a bit 
about just jumping in and driving. They told me 
that the worst that could happen would be see-
ing my name in the NOR’EASTER as fi nishing dead 
last. I don’t embarrass easily, but I do like to know 
what I’m getting into, so I stuck with my decision. 
The fi rst session I signed up for was cancelled due 
to Hurricane Irene. I refused to look at that as an 
omen.
   After the hurricane, there was only one event 
left for the season — October 8th — a combina-
tion NER and NCR autocross with the opportunity 

to be a non-driving participant, and to join the 
drivers for dinner. I signed up for both.
   The directions I had to Fort Devens had a glitch 
in them. They said 110/2A when the choices 
off  the rotary were 110/2 or 111/2A. Of course I 
chose the wrong one and ended up driving way 
off  the route where the road abruptly ended. For-
tunately, or so I thought, there was a fi re station 
on the right. How convenient! Lucy and I pulled 
right in, fi guring we’d be on our way in minutes 
with all the necessary information. But it turned 
out to be the ghost ship of the fi re station world: 
signs of recent life, but nobody on deck. Now 
what to do…
   I went back to the rotary and put the name of 
the restaurant we were going to into my phone’s 
navigation system. That got me to downtown 
Ayer, and the directions were correct from that 
point on. Being a positive person, I consoled 
myself by thinking I might be very late for the 
autocross, but I’d be very early for dinner.
   After I got there and suff ered through some 
teasing for my arrival time, I had my fi rst surprise: 

Virginia Young

Under the Radar
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 I decided to expand my knowledge by expe-

riencing all the diff erent activities fi rsthand. 

Autocross was fi rst on my list. 



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

It’s the middle of February as I write this, and 
planning for the driving season is starting to 

heat up. On a personal level, my trip to a Skip 
Barber school at Sebring is looking a little iff y, but 
may still happen. If it doesn’t — and maybe even 
if it does — I will go to a two-day event at Watkins 
Glen called “Cups and Saucers” in early May. This 
is a Hudson Champlain region event for White-, 
Black- and Red-group drivers that gets you 3-½ 
hours of track time in either the “Cups” run group 
(faster — presumably a lot of Porsche Cup cars) or 
“Saucers” run group (slower — but I’ll still get run 
over). I am being cajoled into doing this by two 
of my White run group buddies and the further 
plan is to hire an instructor that the three of us 
will share. That which doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.
   On the further personal level, NCR DE registra-
tion has already opened so I’ve signed up for Lime 
Rock with them. Obviously I need to do an early 
New Hampshire event with NER and, of course, 
you can’t miss Mont-Tremblant (but I will miss 

Calabogie this year as it confl icts with our big an-
nual summer party — this will be the 21st year!). 
And I swore I would fi nally do the NER Watkins 
Glen three-day event at the end of August. So 
that’s already a pretty full schedule. (At the end of 
last season I calculated the per day cost of doing 
DE events, adding up entry fees, tires, brake pads, 
day-of-event gas, hotel, meals, travel, etc. That was 
a bad idea.)
   Well, autocross is a lot cheaper! The Autocross 
Committee met on Saturday, February 4th. I think 
our outcome was better than the football game 
on the following day, but only time (and you auto-
crossers) will tell. We made a few changes that you 
will be reading and hearing about (lots of mention 
in the NOR’EASTER, frequent reminders at auto-
crosses, etc.), but I thought I’d use my column to 
provide the rationale for some of these.
   A few things will not be controversial and are all 
positive…
   1) We will be using an FM transmitter so that 
you can hear your times announced over your car 
radio (like at the drive-in movies nowadays).  

   2) In response to complaints that people don’t 
have time to check tire pressures between runs, 
we will only use sub-groups when there are more 
than 60 cars. (Sub-groups make it a lot easier on 
stagers if there are a lot of cars and they make it 
easier to deal with dual-driver cars.)
   3) Earlier 911 Cabriolets on street tires are now 
allowed to run without a roll bar. This makes us 
consistent with other regions. All non-Porsches 
must have rollover protection (either a factory 
pop-up or an aftermarket roll bar).
   4) We added another class for the newer 911s. 
This makes things a little fairer and allows a good 
spot for the new 991. Since this is purely an addi-
tion, no one will have any complaints of increased 
competition. We did note that there are three 
classes that had only one driver all season long 
and I would encourage those drivers to recruit 
some competition or risk getting merged (their 
appropriate response may be that they are scaring 
away the competition so why penalize them for 
skill!).

   5) Great news is that Dave Berman (hus-
band of Kristin Larson, our new Treasurer) 
has signed on to take over as Autocross 
Registrar in 2013 — he will job-share this 
season with our current Registrar Jon 
Cowen, who has served brilliantly for three 

seasons.
   The biggest new wrinkle is that, starting with 
the third event (July 29th), we will allow on-line 
registration only — you won’t be able to just show 
up the morning of the event and participate. This 
was a hard change to make because we pride our-
selves on keeping our events “club-like,” low key 
and friendly. However, the benefi ts of this change, 
we believe, will easily outweigh the small loss of 
fl exibility. Since we will eliminate most of the last 
minute morning-of-the-event work, we will be 
able to start running earlier and with better-pre-
pared workers. Our goal is to do ten runs instead 
of eight, while still fi nishing with enough time to 
repair to a local watering hole for an adult bever-
age. (Not clear which one, however. It looks like 
Thirty-One Main has closed for good but we hear 
that someone will take over the location.)

Bill Seymour
Activities@porschenet.com
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Starting with theJuly 29th event... you won’t be 

able to just show up the morning of (an) event 

and participate. 
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Well, here we are in mid-February (as this is 
being written) and we have had a grand to-

tal of seven inches of snow, most of it in the freak 
October storm; quite the change from last year. 
This week I have seen a half-dozen Porsches run-
ning around the roads — a surer sign of spring 
than the rodent in PA.
   Winter has never slowed the enthusiasm of our 
Northeast PCAers, and we had a nice get-togeth-
er at our fi rst non-spontaneous dinner in Har-
wichport on the Cape. Twenty locals attended, a 
number of them knowing each other from other 
than Porsche contacts. We spent more than three 
hours chatting and talking cars and people, and 
when we fi nished a couple of them had gathered 
e-mail addresses of the attendees and plan to 
hold Coff ee & Porsches get-togethers throughout 
the cape. 
   On February 18th the club was honored to have 
Prescott Kelly, from CVR region, speak to our 
members at the Larz Anderson Museum of Trans-
portation. An ironic note for those of you who 

went to college in the ‘60s or lived in the Boston 
area, you may be amazed to know that Prescott 
help start “Boston After Dark” in 1966 while at-
tending Harvard Business School. How’s that for a 
coincidence?
   Due to low pre-registration we have had to 
cancel the planned Cooking School in York, ME, 
but have planned spontaneous dinners during 
the March/April time period. Keep an eye on the 
website calendar and e-blasts announcing them. 
Late news just confi rmed an event on March 21st 
at Rovezzi’s in Sturbridge; details will be on the 
website calendar soon. Remember all you new 
members (joining within the last year and a half ) 
the annual Newcomers meeting will be held at 
Ira Porsche in Danvers on April 15th (don’t worry, 
it’s not tax day in Mass. due to the holiday on 
Monday). See the promo on the website and in 
the NOR’EASTER for more information.
   Now to tell a Saab story (pardon the pun), as 
the individualist maker of cars in Sweden has 
declared bankruptcy. Even though a number of 
foreign companies, some in China, considered 

bailing them out, in the end no agreement could 
be made. Saab has discontinued all corporate ac-
tivity in the U.S., meaning new cars have no war-
ranty, and also those bought after 2010 also have 
had their warrantees terminated. Unlike divisions 
of a corporation such as General Motors (GM), 
who dropped Pontiac, Saturn and Oldsmobile 
but still supply parts and service, when the whole 
company goes under there is no one to do this. 
Interestingly, GM still covers those sold from 2008 
to early 2010, as that is when they had ownership 
of Saab. Check with your dealer if you fi t these 
categories to confi rm. The other issue is that parts 
availability is limited, so repairs may be delayed 
as parts are sourced. I read in Automotive News 
that there is a company in Sweden that makes 
all of Saab’s parts and is still in business, but U.S. 
distribution is still up in the air. New and slightly 
used cars are being sold by local dealers at heav-
ily discounted prices, but the lack of warranty and 
possibility of parts procurement issues should 
be considered. Most dealers are retrenching and 

shrinking to accommodate the situation 
and some will be closed altogether.
   Saab sprung upon the U.S. market in 
the mid-fi fties with a strange but very 
aerodynamic shaped car, the 92. It off ered 
front-wheel drive, a unique three-cylinder, 
two-cycle engine (familiar to some of you 

motorcycle owners where you had to add oil to 
the gas) and the classic “pop, pop” exhaust note 
at idle. Other unique features were a column-
mounted four-speed shifter and “free wheeling,” 
which allowed you to shift without the clutch. 
Engine braking, however, was not available. 
Subsequent models off ered the V4 engine from 
Ford of Europe and, in the ‘70s, a larger and more 
modern yet still slippery aerodynamic shape with 
the unique fl oor-mounted ignition switch, which 
continued for a few more generations. Engines 
were initially sourced from Triumph in four-
cylinder versions. Soon the fi rst commercially 
available turbocharged, front-wheel drive sedan 
was developed with an engine from Saab. Along 
the way the sporty Sonnett was introduced to a 
limited market in three iterations. Finally the 900 
and 9000 series’, with their wider model availabil-
ity including wagons and convertibles, were the 
last Saab-made vehicles. In the early ‘90s, GM took 
over Saab and started integrating it into the GM 

We have pontaneous dinners during the Mar/

Apr. time period, so keep an eye on the Web-

page calender and eblasts announcing them. 

Around The Cones
Steve Ross

continued on page 45
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Stan Corbett

Don’t Lift

By the time you read this, Ground School 2012, 
our annual classroom-based introduction to 

the Driver Education (DE) program, will be behind 
us. Our fi rst event of the 2012 DE season, Novice 
Day plus regular DE days, will only be about a 
month away. For details, see the separate article 
about this event elsewhere in this issue. One thing 
that bears repeating — the Novice Day and DE 
Days event is for both Novices and solo drivers in 
the Blue, White and Black run groups. Solo drivers 
will enjoy an early season, full two-day DE event 
— so don’t lift!
   Over the past several years the NER DE pro-
gram has been enhanced by the contributions of 
Dennis Macchio of the Bertil Roos Racing School. 
Many of our DE veterans have benefi ted from and 
enjoyed Dennis’ classroom instruction, course 
walks, and private coaching sessions. Speaking 
from personal experience, these have been fun, 
educational and very worthwhile. Dennis will 
once again be joining us in 2012. Current plans 
include Novice classroom instruction and private 

coaching for solo drivers at our April Novice Day 
and DE Days event, and Advanced Driver class-
room instruction and private coaching at our 
September DE event. Watch this space and check 
our Driver Education pages on the NER website 
for updates and additional information.
   Those of you who read the NOR’EASTER cover-
to-cover (isn’t that everyone?) may remember 
mention in Nick’s Minutes of the Board column 
in the February issue about a DE rebate program. 
This program has been approved, with a couple of 
changes/enhancements from Nick’s description, 
so here are the details:
   Drivers that attend three NER DE events get a 5% 
rebate. Rebate amounts will vary depending on 
driver status (Student/Solo/Instructor) and which 
three events they attend (largest rebate would be 
due a Student attending CMP, LCMT and WGI).
    Drivers that attend four NER DE events get a 
7.5% rebate. Again, rebate amounts will vary 
depending on driver status and which four events 

Those of you who read the NOR’EASTER 

cover-to-cover...  may remember mention... 

about a DE rebate program. 

they attend.
   Drivers that attend all fi ve of NER’s DE events 
get a 10% rebate. In this case, rebate amounts will 
vary depending on driver status and will average, 
according to my calculations, the equivalent of 
getting a free DE day.
   The rebate program will not require drivers to 
submit a form and will be paid out after our fi nal 
DE event in September. Our DE system already 
contains the information necessary to determine 
who qualifi es for a rebate and the amount of the 
rebate. At the end of the season I’ll submit all the 
information to a board-designated person for 
verifi cation and then I guess the treasurer gets to 
do the last step and send out the rebate checks!  
This rebate will be available to all drivers who 
attend three or more of NER’s DE events. Since 
you’ll want your rebate check sent to your actual 
address please go into ClubRegistration.net, sign 
in, and make sure your profi le is current.
   Finally, from the category of unfi nished busi-
ness. Prior to 2008, DEers who received the 
Instructor of the Year or Most Improved Driver of 
the Year awards received, in addition to posses-
sion of the award for the year, a small trophy that 
they could keep. I found this out late last year, 
after I agreed to become the new track chair. 
So, I asked for and received permission to have 
trophies made for those who have received these 
awards from 2008 to the present. Those trophies 
have been ordered, received and shipped off  to 
the recipients. I hope everyone likes these perma-
nent tokens of the awards they received as much 
as I like mine (see picture). 

Sincerely, Stan

Trophies for the prior years.
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Kenny Conway 

Improving and Maintaining Excellence

I was going to discuss “shop talk” this month, but 
I decided I’d save it for next month. Don’t worry 

there will plenty to see and read!
   So what’s in store for this month? My antique 
pool table and Dynamo air hockey table! What?? 
Trust me, they’re pretty cool. It all started when 
my girlfriend Kelly and I went out to LA for a long 
weekend in October. We fl ew out late one Friday 
afternoon and arrived in LA around 9:30 pm, west 
coast time. We were visiting her cousins who live 
in the heart of Hollywood. It was a pretty busy/
fun-fi lled weekend. Saturday started off  at 6:00 
am with “Cars ‘n’ Coff ee” in Irvine, CA. Then we 
headed south to Lego Land for the rest of the day, 
with trick-or-treating into the night. Six Flags was 
planned as a last-minute, all-day/night excursion 
on Sunday, then lastly Venice Beach and Santa 
Monica Pier on Monday. Kelly and I got back Tues-
day night just in time to pick up the pups from 
the kennel.
   The following weekend I packed up my 40’ 
trailer with my 964 Cup and customer’s 996 Cup 

to head off  to NJMP. What a track, or I should say 
tracks. We ran Thunderbolt on Friday/Saturday, 
then Lightning on Sunday. I got home late Sun-
day night. Whew! Season’s fi nally over! With the 
season coming to an end and all the big projects 
starting, I had time to scan the web for an air 
hockey table. 
   Wait! I almost forgot. While Kelly and I were out 
in LA, we spent the remainder of Monday hang-
ing out on the boardwalk in Venice Beach and 
up at Santa Monica Pier. This is where we played 
15-plus games of air hockey! It got me thinking, 
hmmmm, this would be pretty cool to have a 
table in my house... I literally spent hours at night 
researching tables and scanning craigslist ads 
like crazy. I fi nally found a good one, but I was 
too late. I found a place in Rhode Island that buys 
out arcades, refurbishes the equipment and sets 
them up for free play. Not cheap, but you get the 
“real deal.” When Kelly and I got home from my 
parents after Thanksgiving, I scanned craigslist 

again. No way! I found an 8’ Dynamo air hockey 
table in Lowell for $80!! They still make the exact 
table (with diff erent graphics) for $3800! And its 
heavy — almost 500 lbs! I e-mailed and ‘texted’ 
the seller. He posted the ad late that night, so I 
had a good chance on getting the table. Ping!!! 
Its 7:00am and I awaken with a text from the 
seller saying its mine! Bam! I hopped in the truck 
and headed to Lowell. I had Kelly’s nephew and 
brother-in-law meet us up there and loaded the 
table into the bed. I ended up buying two new 
“pushers,” twenty commercial pucks and an “air 
hockey maintenance kit” and had it shipped over-
night. I paid more for the accessories than the 
table itself! What a diff erence after I cleaned and 
polished the table.
   This got me thinking… if I could fi nd a deal on 
an air hockey table I bet I could fi nd a pool table. 
I was right, there were thousands of them. But, 
I was only interested in one brand/model. The 
Brunswick Centennial. Built in the late ‘40s to early 

‘60s, designed by famous designer Donald Des-
key and built with Brazilian Rosewood, it was 

continued on page 46

This got me thinking… if I could fi nd a deal 

on an air hockey table I bet I could fi nd a pool 

table. I was right...

Air hockey table.

The new pool table.
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2012 Calendar

At-A-Glance

March   
 14 Board Meeting 
April   
 11 Board Meeting 
 15 Newcomers Meeting 
 24-25 NHMS, NER 
 27-29 Ramble 
May  
 6 Collings Auto Museum 
 9 Board Meeting 
 12  Car Control Clinic NCR
 19 Zone 1 Concours  
  20 Zone 1 Rally
June   
 9-10 NHMS, NCR 
 13 Board Meeting 
July 
 6-8 Calabogie, NER
 10-12 Mt Tremblant, NER  
 16 Board Meeting 
August   
 6-7 NHMS, NCR
 8 Board Meeting 
 24-26 Watkins Glen, NER 
September   
 8 Porschefest  
 11-12 NHMS, NER
 12 Board Meeting 
October   

 10 Board Meeting 
 15-16 NHMS, NCR
November   

 14 Board Meeting 
December   
 1 NER Annual Gala
 12 Board Meeting 

Our Spontaneous Dinners For the 
Spring and Summer

This spring and summer, NER will be announcing our spontaneous dinners. Keep your eyes on 
the website, and look for eblasts periodically for the announced times and places. No need 

to R.S.V.P., or cancel. Just come if you’re in the mood for some good friends, good company, and 
good food. Lots of folks come, and everyone is friendly, and ready to meet new Porschefi les like 
themselves. 

If you would like one in your area, please feel free to pick a place, set it up with them, and let us 
know! We’ll announce it!

Mid March: 
Panera/ Natick
TBD  Sturbridge, Ma.
P.F. Changs Danvers/Peabody

April:  
Pinehill CC Plymouth Ma.
Back Eddy, Westport, Ma.

June:  
Lindsey’s, Wareham Ma.
 
Details on dates and times to be posted on the website and in future eblasts.
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NER Autocross School ------ Sponsored by 

 
   Sunday, April 1st at Fort Devens    

Price: $40 (pre registration only)

Eligibility: this event is for novice autocrossers only! Participants must have participated in no more than
one season of autocross to be eligible. As always, special circumstances may apply; contact Bill Seymour
at autocrosschair@porschenet.com.

Registration will open on March 1st at www.pcaner.motorsportreg.com.

Day of the Event: Gates open at 7:00 am. Please be on site no later than 7:30 am.

The day will begin with a classroom session (dress warmly!). Morning driving exercises will include a
skidpad, a slalom exercise and another exercise that includes common autocross elements (clam shell,
pivot turn, etc.). After a break for lunch (provided by us) you will take one or two autocross rides (as a
passenger with an instructor driving his/her own car). The day will end with you driving your car on the
autocross course with an instructor as your passenger. We hope you will get a minimum of four timed
runs.
Pre registration is required for this event. Please do not show up at the gate unless you have registered,

or you will be turned away. The autocross school has a 40 person limit, which will be reached quickly, so
please register early.
For event and eligibility questions contact Bill Seymour at autocrosschair@porschenet.com. For

registration/payment issues contact Jon Cowen at autocrossreg@porschenet.com.

Directions to Fort Devens
The event will be at Moore Airfield on Route 2A, which is separate from the main Army base.
From Route 128: take Route 2 West. After you go under I 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111

North for 2 miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown
Ayer. After the right turn, stay on Route 2A by bearing left at the fork. After the strip of stores, the
entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.
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Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

When you race a Porsche, it’s all 
about being in control … 

All the real estate data you need to make an 
informed decision, at your fingertips! 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

It’s the same when you buy or sell your home ... 

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

by Sam Curley 
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NER’s Annual Newcomers Meeting April 15th @ 12:00 PM
Hosted by Ira Porsche in Danvers

While the main focus of this event is to acquaint new members to the club, established members are also welcome to check 
into some of the things they haven’t tried yet, or just to chat with newcomers to help them feel at home. There is always 

something new to do or learn in the Northeast Region Porsche Club of America.
   The Newcomers Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 15th starting with a light lunch at 12:00 pm, followed by presentations
starting at 1:00 pm in Ira Porsche’s beautiful showroom and shop. There will be plenty to see and learn, and refreshments will be
provided by our hosts at Ira Porsche.
   Registration is not required, but we would like to get a head count of attendees prior to this event for planning purposes. Please
register by e-mail with Steve Ross at slr@aol.com or mail in the registration form to Steve Ross, 49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 
01760 with the following information:

Name(s) _________________________________________No. of Participants________________

Address______________________________________________ Email____________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________ Phone_____________________________

   Directions: Ira Motor Group is located on Route 114 in Danvers. From Route 128, take exit 25 to Route 114 West. Ira will be 1.7
miles on your right. From I-95, take exit 47 to Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left.
   From Route 1, take Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left. See you there!
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

It’s not too early to plan your fi rst track days for 2012, and all the rest of the track sea-
son with NER. April 24th is our annual Novice Day combined with a full DE for signed 

off  drivers. This will be followed on April 25th by a full DE day for all drivers. While it’s not 
essential that fi rst time track drivers make this their fi rst event, it’s certainly a good way 
to get started. Many of us (maybe most of us) got started in regular DE events without 
the benefi t of a Novice Day so if you’re unable to join us April 24th, make sure you do 
give DE a try ASAP. You’ll be kicking yourself wondering why you waited as long as you 
did.
   Novice Day is an opportunity to drive part of a NASCAR oval and the attached road 
course at NHMS with many other fi rst timers. Whatever pucker factor there may be in 
one’s fi rst track event will be spread among the 30-40 (normal new driver count at this 
event) like-minded drivers, new friends with whom to share your concerns and accom-
plishments.
   The day’s events are still being fi nalized but will consist of classroom sessions with 
NER’s Chief of Novice Development and pro-driver and coach Dennis Macchio covering 
basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives plus lots of time 
on track. Novices will be in their own run groups with experienced NER/PCA instructors. 
There will be class time before you’re on track to help get you ready and later to answer 
your many questions.
   Dennis Macchio, Bertil Roos Racing School, will also be available for a very worthwhile 
fee to solo drivers interested in private coaching sessions.  Contact information for Den-
nis will be provided so you can get on his dance card in advance.
   DE students with three or fewer track days are welcome to sign up for this event and 
join the Novices. Green and Yellow run group drivers with more than 3 days may sign up 
for the wait list. If we have enough instructors for an “experienced” student run group, 
we will schedule that as well. INSTRUCTORS, please sign up early to help us manage 
this!!
   For solo drivers in Blue/White/Black... sign up early for this early season, 2-day DE!
   Registration for all NER DE events opens March 1.
   Visit http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/330/140/ for our full schedule. 
And please review the DE portion of the website for important tips, data and advice.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com: or 
508-529-6127 before 8PM. Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, 
stanley_corbett@msn.com: or 978-337-3095 before 9PM.  

Driver Education & Novice Days Tues-Wed, April 24-25th

Registration Opens Mar 1, 2012 at www.clubregistration.net





There are two ways to answer the question.
From a technical perspective, Driver Education (DE) is a program developed by the PCA to give drivers the opportunity to learn 

how to drive their cars on real racetracks in a safe, controlled and fun environment. Typically a DE event is run over one, two or 
three days, each day having four or fi ve driving groups (divided by experience and skill level) on track four times for 20 to 30 min-
utes each. To ensure maximum safety and fun, you’re placed in a run group with other drivers with similar experience and skill lev-
els. In the novice groups, drivers are accompanied by PCA trained and certifi ed instructors who will teach you high-performance 
driving techniques and fundamentals. DE driving is not racing or even preparation for racing. The events are not timed and there 
are no prizes. Prescribed passing zones and rules and codes of conduct add to the safe environment. 
   From an enthusiast’s perspective, DE can easily become a lifestyle throughout the summer and, in fact, year ‘round. Waking mo-
ments are spent at the track, or thinking about the next time there. We live for the rush of adrenaline that comes from moments 
like touching 150 mph just before jumping on the brakes for the “Bus Stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing the car to drift out to the 
turn-in point at the end of the front straight before powering over a blind cresting apex at Mont-Tremblant. Just as importantly, 
highpoints of seasons at DE events include laughing with new and old friends over the events of the day, or instructors sharing 
what they’ve learned and watching the smile of new students as they discover what they and the car are really capable of. Yes 
— some of us are DE addicts. Others attend only a few a days a year, and enjoy building their competency and letting the car do 
what it was built to do.
   For this 2012 season we’ve lined up some great tracks and events; fi ve diff erent tracks as you’ll see below, including two favor-
ites in Canada and weekends at NHMS, Calabogie and Watkins Glen (WGI). 
   DE is a diff erent experience for everyone. You’ve got to try it. The only critical components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our website, you’ll fi nd lots of information and helpful ideas. Hope to see you at the track.
   2012 Driver Education Schedule — Overview
For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 
Event Dates Days Track Host Registration  Open Date Pricing*
          Inst Solo Student
April 24-25 Tues/Wed New Hampshire NER  Mar 1  N/C $320 $370
May 12  Saturday Car Control ClinicNCR  See NCR  N/C N/A $ 50
June 9-10 Sat/Sun  New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
July 6-8  Fri/Sat/Sun Calabogie (CMP) NER  Mar 1  $275 $495 $585
July 10-12 Tue/W/Thurs Mont-Tremblant (LCMT)NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595
Aug 6-7  Mon/Tues  New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
Aug 24-26 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER   Mar 1  $270 $495 $570
Sept 11-12 Tues/Wed New Hampshire NER  Mar 1  N/C $320 $370
Sept 19-20 Wed/Thurs Lime Rock Park (LRP)NCR   See NCR  $150 $400 $400
Oct 15-16 Mon/Tues New Hampshire NCR  See NCR  N/C $300 $350
*Subject to change 
Note: Instructors may register at no charge (N/C) for NHMS, provided they register 21 days in advance. Instructor registration less 
than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. At other tracks, instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of 
events will be charged an extra $25 per day

Contact Information:
Northeast Region (NER)    North Country Region (NCR)  Tracks
www.porschenet.com   www.ncr-pca.org    NHMS – www.nhms.com
Registrar    Registrar    CMP – www.calabogiemotorsports.com
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127  John Lussier - 802-728-4457  LCMT – www.lecircuit.com
     or cell 802-272-6770   LRP – www.limerock.com 
Track Chair    Track Chair     WGI – www.theglen.com
Stan Corbett - 978-337-3095  Mark Watson - 603-488-5405/
     cell 603-854-0643
Event Registration Site   Event Registration Site
www.clubregistration.net   www.motorsportreg.com
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What is Driver’s Education? 

continued next page



What’s new for 2012?
Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun:
This year we have once again organized a coordinated calendar 
between the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) regions 
of the PCA. These coordinated events provide the dedicated 
DE enthusiast the chance for 21 days of driving on fi ve diff er-
ent circuits, including a return to Lime Rock Park. In answer to 
many requests, we have three weekend events in 2012; one at 
our home track in Loudon, New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
(NHMS) with 10 total days there; a three-day weekend event 
at Calabogie in Canada; and a three-day weekend event at 
Watkins Glen in New York. Our signature event at Canada’s Le 
Circuit Mont-Tremblant (LCMT), July 10th–12th, coincides once 
again during the free Mt. Tremblant Blues Festival, making it a 
great opportunity for a family outing. And that event is imme-
diately preceded by a three-day event in Canada at Calabogie 
Motorsports Park, July 6th–8th with the 9th set aside for travel-
ing to LCMT, only a three- hour drive.
Allegheny Region

Our good friends at ARPCA have been joining us at our Cana-
dian and Watkins Glen events, helping to make them success-
ful. They run their own excellent DEs. Full information is on their 
website and registration is through MotorSportReg.com.
For those new to DE:

2012 will feature our annual Novice Day with a few new 
wrinkles. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, one-hour 
drive north of Boston) on April 24th, the fi rst day of our April 
24th–25th DE event, and will be hosted by NER. The Novice Pro-
gram will include special classroom sessions with NER’s Chief 
of Novice Development and with pro-driver and coach Dennis 
Macchio, covering basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fun-
damentals and objectives. In addition, the Novice Program will 
include a number of on-track driving sessions with experienced 
NER/NCR instructors.
   Note: While details are still being worked out, the plan is for 
the Novice Program on April 24th to be focused on true nov-
ices. Since registration numbers are obviously unknown, fi rst 
time DE participants will be admitted fi rst, followed by Green 
run group drivers with three or fewer track days experience, 
and a wait list will be established for more experienced Green 
and Yellow run group drivers who will be admitted if there are 
more instructors than required for the Novice group.
   Solo DE Event: Drivers in the Blue, White and Black run groups 
may register for the April 24th–25th event and participate in a 
normal DE day both days.
No more paper… save the planet!

NER is no longer accepting paper registrations. To register 
for any event hosted by NER you will need to do so on-line at 
clubregistration.net. Once registered with clubregistration.
net, it is a quick, simple process to sign up for an event, and 
electronic payment is available. You will, however, still be able 
to send a check by ‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our website for 

details. For NCR hosted events, go to their website and their 
registration site.
Watch the NER Web Site

While we e-mail information to registered drivers, the website 
should be checked periodically for new and updated informa-
tion. For example, the rates and reservation information for 
the LCMT hotels with which we negotiate special rates will be 
posted on the website at the “DE Event Information” page.
Registration Process
How to register:

The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two dif-
ferent websites for registration, one for NER events and another 
for NCR events. On the event calendar you will notice the host 
region is identifi ed. Although both regions cooperate with each 
other, it is the host region that handles registration. All rules 
and policies are consistent regardless of host region. The host 
region’s registration website will be the only point of registra-
tion for the events they are hosting. This means, for example, 
for the April 24th–25th Novice Day and DE event you must 
go to NER’s registration website, and for the NCR DE events at 
New Hampshire and Lime Rock Park you must go to NCR’s (the 
host’s) registration website to register.
   Each region may also require you to establish your credentials 
as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able to 
register for an event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration websites may have diff er-
ent formats. In all cases, setting up your profi le with the regis-
tration website should be a one-time aff air unless your vehicle 
and/or other profi le items change. After you have provided 
your details to each region, you will be able to log in and will be 
automatically remembered. Be sure to up-date your car info if 
you change cars, and keep your e-mail address current!
   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us.
When to register:

In most cases registration for all NER events opens on March 1, 
2012.
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that most will be sold 
out very early. Although you cannot register before the registra-
tion opening day, we strongly suggest you register as early as 
possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This is particu-
larly important for the Green and Yellow student groups, as the 
number admitted to any event is dependent upon the number 
of instructors signing up. Instructors are historically late in reg-
istering; so Student drivers, sign up early. It’s also particularly 
important for the Mont-Tremblant event, July 10th–12th, as 
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only 30 cars are allowed on the track at any time (a maximum of 
150 cars for the event).
Other important information about registration:

Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct regions, 
we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and procedures 
to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even so, please 
familiarize yourself with the host region’s policies and protocols 
by reading the host region’s policies as found on their individual 
websites. Do not assume the rules you are accustomed to with 
your home region will be the same as those of other regions. 
Your standard operating procedure should be to check the DE 
pages of any region’s event you are attending far enough in 
advance to allow compliance with their policies, and know they 
may change from year to year.
A few registration caveats:

Registration closes two weeks prior to an event:

   Signing up for an event without paying is not a full registra-
tion. Until your payment is received, either by check or electroni-
cally, you are not registered, and a space will not be held for you 
in the event. If you pay after the two-week cut-off  or at the event 
with permission of the registrar, you may be subject to a $50/
day or $100/event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the entire one, two, or 
three days of the event. A driver wishing to register for fewer 
days than the entire event may have to pay a surcharge ($25/
day) and should check fi rst with the registrar.
Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit as 
many student drivers as possible.
If Instructors register within two weeks of an event, they will pay 
an additional $25/day beyond the instructor rate. In the case of 
NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event and the 
charge is $75/day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Regis-
trar, Chief Instructor and/or Track Chair and will be determined 
by the individual circumstances of each event.
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event?
NER & NCR have the same basic requirements:

   – You must be 18 years or older
   – You must be a currently licensed driver
   – You must not be under the infl uence of drowsiness-inducing 
or mind-altering substances (prescribed or not) prior to or dur-
ing the event.
   – You must be a member of PCA or other recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements go to www.porschenet.
com 
What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event?

Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding tractors, 
because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or other car club recognized 
by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the above at our shared 
events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar: de-register@ncr-pca.
org.

   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host 
region’s specifi c rulings, the same can be said of most cars pro-
duced by other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
   – All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar.
   – Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be required to modify 
the mountings of, or install, seat belts.
   – Host websites will give details of requirements and should 
be checked periodically to stay current with any changes. All 
vehicles are required to have (at least) three-point seat belts.
   For vehicles modifi ed from original specifi cation, please 
check your host region’s website for requirements. Most im-
portantly, check for specifi c details regarding the installation of 
racing harnesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints 
on both passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may not 
be acceptable. Check the websites and read your registration 
acknowledgements.
What else is needed?

Both regions will require your vehicle to pass a pre-track 
Technical Inspection by a PCA-recognized Inspector. These 
inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the event 
and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and track-
worthiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections along 
with downloadable NER and NCR tech forms and a list of rec-
ognized inspectors can be found at each of the host regions’ 
websites. Each host region will have slightly diff erent forms 
and requirements, but each will accept the host region’s “Tech” 
form signed and stamped by another region’s registered tech 
inspector. Please be aware, however, that technical inspection 
does not negate the driver’s/owner’s responsibility for the 
vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host region 
and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 
helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2005, SA2010, M2005 or M2010 
standards. In addition, NER will also allow K2005 and K2010 
helmets. In all cases SA ratings are strongly recommended 
for their fi re protection qualities. Helmet certifi cations occur 
every fi ve years and are valid in PCA events for 10 years, so an 
SA2005 or M2005 (or K2005) helmet will only be valid for four 
more years.
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this year, the NER Track 
Committee strongly recommends that you get a closed-face 
SA-rated helmet for the additional safety it aff ords.
   While NER does not require that your car be equipped with a 
fi re extinguisher, NER does strongly recommend it. You should 
be aware, however, that most regions still do require a 2-½ lb 
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What is NER’s Annual Spring Ramble, aside from the obvious; 120+ Porsches (Ramblers drive many vehicles other than 
Porsches), good friends, good food and a weekend at a top-notch resort hotel?

   You’ll arrive Thursday or Friday on your own, meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your social and partying 
activities. Then we’ll all convene at 7:30 AM on Saturday in the Tamarack Ballroom for registration, a Continental Breakfast, and 
drivers’ meeting and be on the road by 9:00 AM heading to our lunch stop via scenic back roads in VT. Following that respite we’ll 
follow an equally fun, back roads return to the Stowe Mountain Lodge, or if you prefer to get back sooner to begin your partying, 
massage, hike or whatever simply take the direct route that we’ll supply.
   For you fi rst timers – a hearty welcome; you’ve been 15-20% of the group every year. Your registration packet will include a 
detailed route to and from our lunch stop that Joyce and I have travelled many times revising and correcting. Unlike most other 
group tours, we drive on our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually in pods. Stop at an antique shop or photo op 
when you want and pick up the next pod coming down the road. Don’t like the pod you’re in, pull off  and join the next pod.
   At 6:00 PM we’ll meet for cocktails and hors d’ouvres followed by a plated dinner and more socializing on your own after dinner. 
Sunday morning is a full, hot, buff et breakfast after which you’re on your own again to head home or stay longer and enjoy the 
resort.
    We’re again sponsored by the good guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.277.3819; give them a 
call for anything from an oil change to a full street to track conversion.
   Even if you’re an experienced Rambler and have done this many times there are always new wrinkles; please read everything 
carefully.
   Unless you’re a masochist and enjoy queues, get your registration check and form to me early, we’re capped at 140 

rooms this year. 

   The Stowe Mountain Lodge is a relatively new facility, but was ranked Ninth in Conde Nast Traveler’s, readers’ choice “Top 150 
Mainland Hotels and Resorts”. Check them out at  http://www.stowemountainlodge.com/. Do some mining at http://www.gos-
towe.com/home if you plan on some extra time in the area.
   Our Saturday night Stowe Mountain Lodge rate includes your room, hors d’ouvres during our cocktail hour (cash bar after you’ve 
consumed your two freebies per person), Saturday night dinner (jackets for men) and Sunday morning full breakfast buff et, resort 
charges and is inclusive of all service charges, gratuities and taxes. The Friday night rate is your room only, inclusive of all taxes and 
gratuities, and is also applicable for three nights before Friday and three nights following Saturday. The daily resort fee and WiFi 
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charges have been waived; I’ve negotiated a 30% discount on spa massages, facials and body treatments; if you chose to valet 
park that fee has been reduced to $10/night. Free parking is available directly adjacent to the rear entrance to the lodge.
   Stowe Mtn. Lodge Single  Double

   Friday   $152.90                  $152.90  
   Saturday  $267.00                  $387.00
   Various sized suites are available, inquire when you call for your reservation.
 

  Finally the details:

   A)   Send in the registration fee (which includes continental breakfast at The Stowe Mountain Lodge and lunch on Saturday plus 
incidentals– THIS REGISTRATION FEE IS THE SAME AS THE LAST FOUR YEARS) of $55 per person ($75 per person after March 1) 

with your completed entry form below. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CAN NOT READ YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS…YOU GET THE 

PICTURE! Please diff erentiate between “1” and “l”, “8” and “B”, “0” and “O’”, etc. Use an email address that you check fre-

quently.

   B)   Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31; less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Stowe Mtn. Lodge reservations are cancelable by calling them through April 13, 2012 with no penalty.
   C)   Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an email from me with FURTHER DETAILS including The 
Stowe Mtn. Lodge phone number and our room block code to be used in making your reservation. DO NOT CALL THE STOWE 

MOUNTAIN LODGE AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESERVATION BEFORE YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT EMAIL – IT WILL NOT WORK - 

& WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.  

   D)   If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration – CONTACT ME as something has gone 
astray.  I’m away the latter half of Jan. so factor that into the equation.

   E)   Please make your reservations with Stowe Mtn. Lodge promptly!!

Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 PM or bmh993@Porschenet.com
2012 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

*Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):            *Phone (eve):

*Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:                              License Plate #:

NY Strip w/ Cippolini Mushrooms #______ Chicken w/ Lemon Thyme Glace #______

Grilled Salmon w/ Cranberry Ginger Beurre Blanc #______  Ricotta Gnocchi w/ Mushrooms #______

Lunch is hot salmon & chicken. Let me know here if you require a vegetarian lunch # _________

If you were on the ’11 Ramble and your personal data was correct, it is necessary to 
fi ll in only these items (*).

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stowefl ake Resort
‘07 The Equinox
‘08 The Balsams
‘09 Otesaga
‘10 The Mountain View Grand Hotel
‘11 The Equinox

Sponsored By



N O R E A S T E Rpage 28

Those who live in the metro-west area of Greater Boston, or who may have participated in one of the Club’s Spring or Fall rallies
are probably familiar with some of the back roads in the area that provide some excellent opportunities for a little “spirited”

driving in your Porsche. What you may not know is the fact that nestled deep in the woods in the middle of the small town of Stow
lies one of the most impressive collection of vintage aircraft and automobiles in the country.
   On Sunday, May 6th, the Northeast Region is pleased to invite you to join us for a tour of the Collings Foundation’s aviation
and automobile collection. The tour will begin at 10:00 AM, so plan to arrive 15 to 20 minutes before that so the group can be as-
sembled by the start time.
   The Stow facility includes an aviation museum and a vintage automobile collection, which includes over sixty-six American built
automobiles and vehicles from the fi rst half of the century. Included in the collection are midget, sprint and "Indy" race cars
(including a 1979 Porsche “Indy” a factory race car that smashed all the track records before being banned), Frank Duesenberg's
personal car, along with a Cadillac owned by Al Capone. Their website currently lists a 1993 Porsche RS America - Rolex
24 and Sebring 24 hour veteran. The aviation museum is home to a number of the Foundation's smaller aircraft, including an
original Bleriot XI (1909), 1911 Wright "Vin Fiz" (replica), Fokker DR-1 Triplane (replica), PT-17 Stearman (1942), AT-6 Texan (1945),
UC-78 Bobcat (1943), TBM Avenger (1945), Fiesler FI-156 Storch (1943), and a T-33 Shooting Star (1948). You can learn much more
about the Collings Foundation’s Stow collection, as well as the national touring schedule of their famous restored B-17, B-24, and
B-29 aircraft by going to their website at www.collingsfoundation.org.

Please note that our tour 
group size is limited to 
80 people and we need 
to confi rm a headcount 
prior to our tour date. 
 Please send an email to 
Steve Ross at SLR944@
AOL.COM to reserve 
your spot (please indi-
cate how many people 
in your group), if after 
the April 19th deadline,  
please bring the $10 late 
fee to the event.

Visit to the Collings Foundation, Stow MA - May 6th @ 10:00AM

Photo courtesy of The Collings Foundation. Reprinted with permission.

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com
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NER AUTOCROSS SERIES EVENT #1 
SPONSORED BY  

 

The first competition event of the 2012 NER Autocross Series will be Sunday May 20th at Fort Devens.
We are quite fortunate to have a venue like Devens. As a retired airfield, not unlike a mini Sebring, it affords us the ability to build
courses that rival regional racetracks in size and scope, if not ultimate speed. With 30+ corners in a 1.25 mile course there is ample
opportunity to learn and practice multiple aspects of high performance driving, from car control and brake technique through
corner analysis and chassis setup. All Porsche club members are welcome to attend and can drive their Porsche or ’other‘ vehicle in
one of our street or race classes, created to maximize competition and let you enjoy your Porsche the way it was designed to be
used.
Here are the classes. And note that they are a little different this year if you have a newer 911, so read carefully. “S” classes must

use street tires (with wear rating of 140 or higher) while “R” classes are allowed to use “R compound” tires. Please see the website
for a complete set of rules and allowable modifications.

Class Models in Class
1S 356 (all); 912 (all); 914 (all)
1R 356 (all); 912 (all); 914 (all)
2S 924 (all); 944 (all); 968
2R 924 (all); 944 (all); 968
3S Normally aspirated 911 (all); 911SC; Carrera and 964 through 1994 (all); 928 (all)
3R Normally aspirated 911 (all); 911SC; Carrera and 964 through 1994 (all); 928 (all)
4S 986 Boxster and Boxster S (through 2004)
5S 987 (2005 or newer) Boxster/Boxster S, Cayman/Cayman S (except Boxster Spyder, Cayman R)
6S Normally aspirated 993, 996 (except GT3), 997 (except 997S, GTS and GT3), 930 (early Turbo)
7R Cars in Classes 4 – 6 on “R compound” tires.
8S Turbocharged 911 (all but 930); 997S, GTS and Speedster; 996 GT3; Carrera GT; Cayman R; Boxster Spyder; 991 (all)
8R Turbocharged 911 (all but 930); 997S, GTS and Speedster; GT3 (all); Carrera GT; Cayman R; Boxster Spyder; 991 (all)
9 Improved (all Porsches not conforming to Free Modifications)
10 Race (all Porsches not conforming to Free or Improved Modifications)
11S Cayenne, Panamera (all)
12 Non Porsche
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Entrants will get as many as eight individually timed runs and be eligible for awards. The top three drivers in each class will be
presented with an embossed pub style pint glass suitable for micro brews and bench race bragging (beer not included). There is a
year long series with trophies presented at the Autocross Party and recognized at the Annual Dinner.
Check in opens at 7:00, closes at 8:00. Participants are encouraged to arrive no later than 7:30 to allow plenty of time for

registration and tech inspection. Make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather, be it hot, cold or wet. Lunch is offered for
a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats. Liquids are always provided throughout the day free of charge.
You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event.
Online registration opens April 20th. The cost for the event is $40 for members who register on line by midnight May 16th. Day of

the event registration is $60. Additionally, members may sign up for all five NER Autocross Series events in advance for $160 (a $40
savings).
VERY IMPORTANT NOTE: Beginning with autocross #3 (July 29th) we will not allow day of event registration. You must sign up

on line by midnight of July 25th.
Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full driver’s license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate

via the PCA Junior Participation program. This requires a waiver signed by both parents, and one parent must attend the event.
Contact the Registrar for further details.
We look forward to seeing you at this first event. Questions: contact Autocross Chair Bill Seymour

(autocrosschair@porschenet.com). For registration/payment issues, contact Autocross Registrar Jon Cowen
(autocrossreg@porschenet.com).

Directions to Fort Devens
From I 495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West. After you go under I 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on Route 2A by
bearing left at the fork. After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.
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The 24 Hours of LeMons - Off  to the Races!

My latest adventure started at a bar. The best ones 
always do. In this case it was the Monticello coff ee bar 
(martini bar after 5:00 pm when your wristband is cut). 

I bellied up for my usual cappuccino and plunked down next 
to my good buddy, Mr. C. He said, “Hey Ame! Whazzup?” Lots of 
stuff  is always happening, but at that particular moment I just 
chose to mention (what I thought was in passing) that a couple 
of friends and I were looking at the possibility of running a 
LeMons car this year. He said, “I won that race!” Really? Tell 
me more. He then regaled me on how he was black-fl agged 
for no apparent reason (I just nodded in agreement… not so 
sure about the no reason aspect of it) and made him put on a 
dress and walk up and down the stands. I perked up and now 
must have details. How do we get in? He said, “I’ll help you; we 
can fi nd a $500 car for you and will give you race support; you 
just get a team together.” As if on cue, Ari Straus, president of 
Monticello, strolled by and stopped next to us. He must have 
smelled the conspiratorial air between Mr. C and me. “What are 
you kids laughing about now?” We told him and he said, “MMC 
will sponsor you; just get a team of MMC women together.” 
Done!
   We had the main sponsor. I gathered up a team (me, Ash-
ley Novack, Mary Tietjen, Stephanie Chang, Irene Tien, Jackie 
Daniels Saril, Karen Mizrahi, Sara Kuchrawy and Denise Mc-
Cluggage). Alright, so Denise will not be behind the wheel, but 
she promised to be an honorary Cheetah. Every team needs 
an honorary member and we chose to go straight to the top! 
Now we just needed a wacky theme. LeMons race series was 
all new to me and may be new to you. If so, I am going to steer 
you toward their website, http://www.24hoursofl emons.com. 
I need to warn you fi rst to make sure your fl oor is clean before 
you read their website. That is because you will be rolling all 
over it shortly. According to them it is “an endurance race for 
$500 cars. Not just an oxymoron; it’s a breeding ground for 
morons. Not just for rich idiots; its for all idiots.” And if your face 
still doesn’t hurt from laughing I would direct you to YouTube 
for visual confi rmation. Now we all know what the goal is — 

the wackier the better. Mid-December a few of us met up at Mr. 
C’s shop in NY to discuss details, sponsors, charities etc. One of 
the gals innocently asked if there was some way to make our 
car legitimately faster than the other entrants? Mr. C, in his NY 
accent, said well we cheatah. He, of course, said “cheat” but we 
heard cheetah. Since we are a bunch of cool cats, the name 
stuck. The Monticello Cheetah girls’ race team was born. Mind 
you, we have no intention of cheating; we expect to win fair 
and square… it just adds to the ever-growing myth that we all 
know this will become.
   Let’s add some wacky now. To maintain a cheetah/cat theme, 
the car and drivers have to have ears and tails — right? That’s 
what I thought. No photos yet, but my gut tells me that many 
will be taken. And while we were brainstorming ideas of activi-
ties pit-side to keep us entertained (as well as all of our spec-
tating guests) one of us came up with an interesting idea. I’m 
not one to name names, but it was Ashley Novack who asked 
if a stripper pole would be acceptable — for exercise purposes 
only of course. I cannot confi rm or deny that our pit will be 
equipped with a pole (I was corrected in the verbiage by one in 
the know (Miss Jackie) — strippers are off ended when you call 
it a stripper pole — for all intents and purposes it is merely the 
pole). Got it. I am with the program now and, in case you are 
curious, I have signed up for a few courses. Purely for exercise 
and preparedness in the event we do have a pole.
   Now we needed a car. Randy Bell, who also ran the LeMons 
series, thought he might still have the car somewhere in the 
woods behind his house. Yep still there, but with a few added 
vines growing through the front trunk. Perfect! We will take it. 
Car arrived at the shop still with vines attached on New Year’s 
Eve day. I watched it unload from the trailer and I must say I 
never saw such a beautiful 1979 Buick Regal. It was so ugly it 
was gorgeous, but I noticed street tires on it. “Don’t we need 
slicks for a racecar?” I asked innocently. The guys chuckled and 
said, “Not for this race; those would blow very fast; you must 

Amy and Jack. 

Copy and Photos by Amy Ambrose

She’s winking at you! continued next page
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have streets since you will be driving over stuff  (not precisely 
the word they used) that falls off  the other cars.” Oh okay. 
But now that the car had arrived I felt it was time to voice my 
concerns. I have never raced before and they all knew it, but 
I mentioned it again anyways. Not a problem! I was informed 
my biggest problem would be cars stopping in front of me on 
the track. Huh? Stopping on a track? Yes. Stopping. Many out 
there would be on track for fi rst time in their lives and would 
just stop. The skill would be in circumventing stopped vehicles. 
Well now it is sounding much easier to me; I’ll be right at home, 
having driven Massachusetts roads for a few decades. But what 
about my driving on a track that I had never driven before? I 
won’t know the line! Again, more laughter from the veterans. 
The line is not necessary; the line in this instance was explained 
to me as just staying on the track. Now I am truly allowing 
excitement to set in. I can do this! My other team members are 
seasoned trackers so no worries for them, but these parameters 
are well within my skill set.
   Just yesterday I received the confi rmation e-mail from corpo-
rate LeMons; “pending” status has changed to “accepted!” This 
means we convinced them we are better than the other lame-
Os who applied (their words, not mine). We are offi  cially in and 

fi rst race is the 14th/15th of April, on the Thunderbolt track in 
NJ. Stay tuned, as it will probably be a bumpy ride. Bumping 
over all those lemons on the track with street tires promises to 
be nothing less than an adventure.

Although silly, LeMons is real racing, with real equiptment. 
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Copy and photos by Michael Kerouac

Bruce and Linda Ledoux with Eric. 

The 24 Hours of Rolex at Daytona - 2012 Edition!

Personally, January is one of the toughest months of the 
year. It’s been at least 45 days since I drove on a track, my 
New Year’s resolution to fi t into a smaller driving suit is 

weighing heavily on me and winter is usually just starting to 
ramp up. Over the last couple of years, my relief from all the 
self-created stress has been a trip to the Rolex 24 in Daytona. 
Many of you have read Adrianne’s account of the Rolex 24 in 
the last issue of the NOR’EASTER, so I won’t focus so much on 
the race itself.  I’d like to share the experience from more of a 
daily journal approach.
   For the 2012 race I was, once again, attending as a repre-
sentative of Guardian Angel Motorsports (GAM). We planned 
ahead, booked ahead and expanded on the number of GAM 
attendees. As many of you may know, GAM is a 501c3 char-
ity. Once again, GAM would be well represented in the race.  
Bruce Ledoux, co-founder of GAM, would be driving in the 
three-hour Continental Tire race on Friday, while Eric Curran 
would be driving in the 24-hour race for Stevenson Racing on 
Sat./Sun. Our own Adrianne Ross would be there to run Social 
Media for GAM. The rest of us were focusing on our guests. This 
year we were also hosting multiple sponsors and donors as 
well as some very special kids from the Starlight Foundation of 
Florida. This promised to be a very rewarding trip due to the in-
teraction with some of our “kids in need,” but at the same time 
there was signifi cant pressure to provide a positive experience 

for our donors and sponsors. So, as the departure day neared, I 
was becoming increasingly excited as well as anxious.  
   As you may all remember too well, last January we had over 
70 inches of snow; this year we sit at seven inches and I can still 
see my lawn. At one point last year I had three diff erent fl ights 
booked as Ann and I tried to squeeze our way out of Boston be-
tween snowstorms. This year was a 180-degree fl ip. Blue skies 
and temps in the 40s as we left Boston. No delays and only one 

Momo, Patron, and Stevenson.

continued next page
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fl ight reservation. Last year the temps in Daytona ranged from 
the high 60s during the day to mid 30s at night. This year it was 
low 80s by day and low 50s by night. Good Karma so far. The 
only issues were the winter parka and long sleeve Tees I packed 
vs. the short sleeve shirts and shorts I actually needed. A quick 
inventory told me that if I wore jeans at the track all weekend 
and strategically used the two short-sleeve Tees I packed, I 
could survive. 
   The Delta 737 touched down in Orlando about 10 minutes 
early. I just missed fi nishing the latest episode of Gray’s Anato-
my on my iPad. That would have to wait for the fi ght home. We 
quickly collected our luggage, jumped in the rental car with 
our fellow NER members Dave and Sara Kuchrawy, and started 
the 60-minute drive to Daytona. I immediately gave Dave the 
wrong directions onto Rt. 417 and we were headed to Disney 
vs. Daytona. After only a few turns and $3.00 in tolls later, we 
were headed northeast toward Daytona. Only a minor setback, 
the good Karma was still holding out.  So far it’s all good for R24 
weekend. 
   After a trip to the credentials center to pick up our IDs and 
pit passes, we arrived at the Shores Hotel. Great location right 
on the beach, beautiful bar, excellent restaurant, and they light 
fi re pits at night so everyone can sit around with their feet in 
the sand and enjoy some beverages. After a quick check in, we 
unpacked and I opened my sliding door to a view of blue skies, 
palm trees and roaring surf. I also took a great shot of a classic 
Daytona biker couple riding their bike down Daytona Beach. 

Ahhh, Daytona.....

continued next page

Have I mentioned my good Karma yet? It’s still all good for 
R24. 
   We had a great donor/sponsor dinner that evening at the ho-
tel.  We are also partnered with CJ Wilson Racing for the 2012 
Grand-Am season, so CJs representative was in attendance as 
well. As many of you may know, CJ is a professional baseball 
pitcher who just signed a big free-agent contract with the 
California Angels. Guardian Angel… Motorsports… CJ Signing 
with the Angels… CJ partnering with Guardian Angels… NER’s 
offi  cial charity is Angel Flight. Karma, Karma, Karma.   
   We woke up bright and early on Friday, anxious to hit the 
track.  This year is the 50th Anniversary of the Rolex 24 and 
there would be record attendance. A historically problematic 
parking situation would only be worse.  So the early birds get 
the empty parking spaces. I opened the curtains for my slider 
expecting the bright blue skies and all I saw was dark gray 
skies and drizzle. Good Karma? Where are you? Don’t leave me 
now. I know that Bruce Ledoux, the co-Founder of GAM, likes 
driving in the rain and I loved the book, The Art of Racing in 
the Rain, but I don’t necessarily like watching a three-hour race 
with our donors while standing in the rain. 
   We arrived at the track and pushed our way into the infi eld 
parking lots by fl ashing every type of pass we had.  Hard Card, 
no, Pit Pass, no, Endurance Weekend Pass, YES! Getting around 
the Rolex event is a unique experience. You never know 
what ticket or credential gets you into any specifi c gate.  It 



Starlight kids push the No. 75 car to the grid! 
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all depends on who is working and how bad their eyes are. In 
this case we lucked out and quickly found a parking spot near 
the garages. A trip to the souvenir store in the Fan Zone was 
a must, and amid 30,000 fans was our own Ms. Amy with her 
friend Melissa. Turn another corner and we run into Adrianne. 
A few minutes later I get a text from Jerry Coholon and Chris 
Lewis asking how to fi nd us. One of the coolest aspects of Day-
tona is the ability to run into fellow NER members. The track 
is frickin’ huge and there are well over 30,000 fans, but by the 
end of the weekend you either fi nd or bump into everyone you 
know.  
   We gathered our GAM army and toured the garage area. Riley 
Technologies was kind enough to give us a tour of their trailer 
as well as a great tech talk as we visited garages for a couple of 
Riley Daytona Prototypes.  The rain was intermittent, but it was 
still very, very wet at the track. Good Karma, Bad Karma. I was 
on the fence as I looked at the dark clouds in the skies. As the 
start time neared we worked our way to the grids to check out 
the cars. The skies were brightening, but the track was still very 
wet.  At least a third of the fi eld was riding on slicks vs. wets. All 
I could say is WOW. The guys on slicks are either brave, stupid, 
or they knew something I didn’t. Turned out to be the latter. 
The cars would run a few reconnaissance laps at the start of the 
race. They would have time to pit for wets if the track was too 
slippery. Since Bruce’s CJW Mazda was riding on slicks, I now 
felt a bit relieved that he would have a Cj Wilson.continued next page

continued from previous page
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Sara and Dave Kuchrawy, Mike and Ann Kerouac.chance to change to wets. Good Karma in play and still all good 
for the R24
 Weekend.  
   The start of the Continental Tire three-hour race was fun 
to watch. Bruce started the race and drove well. His Mazda 
even led the race for a bit. The Conti race is really unique and 
fun to watch. Very diff erent fi elds from the 24-hour race. We 
have Mazdas, Mustangs, Camaros, Boxsters, Mini Coopers and 
Caymans in the Conti while the 24-hour features Daytona 
Prototypes, Ferrari 458s and bevy of Porsche Cup cars. The 
weather cleared and the track dried up. We watched great 
racing for three hours. I’ll let you check out Speed Channel for 
the results. Our good Karma didn’t totally hold out. Bruce’s 
Mazda developed a diff erential problem and couldn’t fi nish the 
race. We took satisfaction in the fact that Bruce and his driv-
ing partner Mark Miller drove their butts off , and the CJW crew 
got everything they could out of the car. Friday evening ended 
with a great team dinner at Caribbean Jack’s. Two days into the 
weekend and, by my scorecard, we’re still all good.
   Saturday was again blue skies with forecasts of 80 degrees at 
the track. In some ways Saturday is the greatest challenge of 
the R24 weekend. The race doesn’t start until 3:30 in the after-
noon and we generally try to stay at least through the fi reworks 
show at 11:00pm. So, as we ate breakfast, sitting on the hotel 

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
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patio at 8:00am, the timing decision of when to leave for the track became a 
healthy debate. Parking lots were expected to fi ll up by 10:00 am at the latest. 
Once you get to the track, if you leave there is no guarantee of a parking spot 
when you return. Would all our guests actually enjoy spending 13 hours at 
the track? Once the race starts the noise can actually be exhausting to some. 
We also had the kids arriving from Starlight, so we had to prepare for their 
visit. In the end, the decision was made to get to the track early, with three 
diff erent cars in diff erent lots. That way we would have fl exibility if someone 
wanted to leave early. Saturday starts with good Karma. 
    To summarize Saturday, parking was tough but we managed. The start of 
the race was phenomenal. Weather was spectacular and everyone lasted 
until at least 10:00pm. The focus of the day was on the Starlight kids. GAM 
is 100% dedicated to kids in need. The Starlight foundation provides great 
escapes for challenged kids and their families. It was a great fi t for us. Guard-
ian Angels sponsored a great escape for 25 kids and their families at R24. 
For most of them it was their fi rst experience at a racetrack. We arranged to 
have the kids and their families on the starting grid. Stevenson Racing was 
great. They allowed four of the kids to escort the Stevenson Camaro as it was 
pushed to the starting position. The kids were in awe of the cars and we had 
a great time interacting with the race teams, posing for pictures and talking 
to the families. The day was incredibly rewarding for me and all of the other 
GAM members. Our guests were profoundly touched by the kids and the 
diffi  culties they face each and everyday. Seeing what these kids go through 
and how well they cope is a very humbling experience and it really places 
things in perspective. There are two stories in particular I’d like to share.  
Alexis has been in a wheel chair her entire life. One of our guests, Jason, was 
talking to her when she told him she’s 15 and she’s had 17 surgeries. He said 
he was sorry she had to go through that and she simply looked up at him and 
said, “That’s OK, I’m a fi ghter.“ Jason had tears stretching below the bottom 
of his sunglasses. Eric is another great story. He’s also been in a wheel chair 
his entire life. He can stand, but only in small bursts of time. We brought Eric 
and his family to a viewing area for the start of the race, but the tire wall was 
making it very diffi  cult for Eric to see the race. He stood up and grabbed onto 
the fence to view the cars fl ashing by. When we went back to visit Eric over 
an hour later, he was still standing. His parents sent an e-mail to thank us. 
They said Eric hadn’t stood up that long in years. So Saturday was a very good 
Karma day. It was all good. No doubts at all.  
   To wrap up my weekend account of the 50th Rolex 24, the race was incred-
ibly exciting with close fi nishes in both the DP and GT class. The weather 
remained beautiful on Sunday and most of us got home without fl ight delays 
(but not all). The R24 has winners, but it is very much a race about survivors, 
about always having a winning attitude, about fi ghting for every inch to the 
very end. Does that last sentence remind you of the Starlight kids? You bet it 
does. There is a reason these kids love racing. They have the make up to be 
great racers themselves. Their bodies just won’t let them do it.   
   So my heartfelt thank you to all of the GAM members who helped out at 
R24. My thank you to all the NER members on GAM. My thank you to Bruce 
and Linda Ledoux for founding GAM. My special thank you to Adrianne for 
publishing this for me. I’d also like to thank everyone for reading this. Sorry I 
kept you in suspense waiting for the bad Karma shoe to drop. It really wasn’t 
there, but I got you all to read to the end looking for it. Here’s to the spirit of 
racing and here’s to all the challenged kids in the world who share that spirit.
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Under the Radar -  continued from page 11

Ed’s Cayman R at Devens.

Rosemary, and her Cayman.

cautious, analytical, fact-fi nding thing. On the other end of 
the spectrum, there was another newcomer, Karen Fontaine, 
from Carlisle. She joined NER a year ago when she bought her 
Boxster. She said she didn’t know what to expect so signing 
up as a non-driving participant made sense to her, too. But 
that’s where the similarities stopped. She hit the ground rac-
ing. Every time I turned around she was jumping into another 
car. She fi nally lost count. She is defi nitely going to show up in 
the spring, and already has a goal of yelling “Jump in!” to other 
newcomers in the future.
   I was one of the last people to arrive at the restaurant, so I 
got to see a delightful array of Porsches lining Main Street as 
far as the eye could see. I enjoy that sight, and always stop to 
breathe it all in.
   The food at 31 Main Street was good, and the company was 
excellent. The drivers that Ed and I sat with were very enjoy-
able, sociable and informative. The conversation went from 
cars, tires, brakes/rotors, and the best place to get Porsche 
parts to the economy and current events, and back to cars 
again. I had lots of questions, as always. I asked about the 
wear and tear on the cars: yes, it eats up tires and brakes pret-
ty quickly; whether any particular car had an advantage out 
there: not really, it’s the driver and choice of tires that make 
the diff erence; how the long day played out for everyone: 
yes, it does get tedious. When you’re not in the group that’s 
“up,” there’s no sitting in air-conditioned comfort. You are 
out working on the course with a walkie-talkie doing some 
reporting on what’s fl ying by you. You might be in the hot sun 
or standing out in the rain. You have to realize that you’re do-
ing 70-second runs, four each session, with two sessions in the 
AM and two in the PM. Doing some quick math, that amounts 
to just minutes of driving pleasure each day. 
   But there’s a very strong plus side:
   You get to exercise your driving skills in a safe environment 
which includes gaining confi dence in your driving ability, and 
learning the limits of your car’s brakes and tire adhesion. It’s a 
social gathering of like-minded, very interesting, very helpful 
people who are strongly competitive. And it’s fun.
   The best news was discovering that an NER novice autocross 
school is off ered every spring at the start of the season for a 
mere $35.00. You get to do skid pad, braking and slalom ex-
ercises. And, a driving instructor is always available to go out 
with you on the course during an autocross. 
   So, my conclusion: I will defi nitely show up for the NER 
novice day. And I plan to do an autocross — with an instruc-
tor — and make my decision whether to continue or not. As 
my daughter Stephanie points out to people, Lucy is my third 
child and sometimes appears to be the favored one. I don’t 
know if I want her to do too much more than sit and look 
pretty, and occasionally make light of the speed limit on the 
highway coming home late in the evening. But we’ll see… 
I have also signed up to attend the DE Ground School on 

February 26th, which I will have experienced before this goes 
to print.  
   I’m really enjoying all the people I’m meeting as I’m going 
along. Life is good.
   In fact, one of the best parts of the day at Devens was an 
unexpected connection with Bill (autocross chair) Seymour’s 
wife. We walked by each other and chatted amicably numerous 
times during the afternoon before it dawned on me halfway 
through the awards ceremony that “Rose Mario” Driscoll-
Seymour was indeed the Rosemary Driscoll who was one of 
my Kappa Alpha Theta sorority sisters back in college. After 
that epiphany, we couldn’t stop talking to each other, and have 
seen each other twice since then.
   So, put some adventure in your life. Think about doing auto-
cross.
   And, as always, get out there and enjoy your car!
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said Potter.
   Lietz was pleased that Potter chose him to fi nish the race, and 
he thought the fi eld of drivers was especially strong.
    “I was honored to carry the team fl ag to the fi nish line, and 
we bested a fi eld of world-class GT drivers,” said Lietz.
   For Rene Rast (Germany), the defending Porsche Mobil 1 
Supercup champion, it was his fi rst time at Daytona, but the 
signifi cance of the victory did not escape him.
    “To fi nish at the top with perhaps the greatest GT fi eld ever is 
an honor, and I thank Porsche and Magnus Racing for allowing 
me to be involved,” said Rast.
   Andy Lally (USA) won this GT event last year, but switched 
teams this year to join Magnus Racing.
    “This was a great victory for John Potter and Magnus, but it 
is only the fi rst step in our quest for the Rolex Grand-Am GT 
championship and North American Endurance GT Champion-
ship,” said Lally, who will run with Potter for the entire Grand-
Am season in their Porsche 911 GT3 Cup.
   Finishing the Porsche sweep of the podium is the second-
place TRG Porsche of Steve Bertheau/Marc Goosens/Wolf 
Henzler/Spencer Pumpelly/Jeroen Bleekemolen, and the #59 
Brumos Porsche (Leh Keen/Hurley Haywood/Andrew Davis/
Marc Lieb) was third. Both teams led for substantial lengths of 
time during the 24-hour event, but, in the end, both the cars 
couldn’t catch the Magnus Porsche.
    “We ran the whole event fl at out, and spent hours and 

Daytona Beach, Fla. --January 29 -- Richard Lietz (Austria), 
sharing the #44 Magnus Porsche 911 GT3 Cup with 
John Potter/Andy Lally/Rene Rast, took over the driving 

duties with less than two hours left to go at the 50th Rolex 24 
at Daytona. He then guided his car through two pit stops and 
to the GT victory for the Salt Lake City-based team owned by 
Potter and led a sweep of the GT podium by Porsche 911 race 
cars.
   In fact, with Lietz, Henzler and Lieb – all Porsche factory driv-
ers - driving their cars to the checkered fl ag, Porsche Motors-
port North America president Jens Walther is especially proud 
of the Porsche people, not just the race cars.
    “With both our customer race car owners and our factory 
drivers, we have the best people in the motorsports business 
associated with Porsche, and they are a key part in making 
our street cars and race cars great,” said Walther, who has been 
president of Porsche Motorsport North America, Inc. since 
2010.
   Winning team owner John Potter could not contain his feel-
ings in the pit box after the checkered fl ag dropped, as his 
team was victorious in one of the greatest sports car races in 
the world after being in existence less than three years.
    “This crew works so hard, and we have come so close to the 
top step of the podium in Grand-Am in the past, but to win for 
the fi rst time, at this race is something special. Rene and Andy 
are great guys, and Richard really brought us home strong,” 

Copy and photos by PCNA

Porsche Sweeps the 24 Hours of Rolex 1,2,3!



The winner!!! Congratulations Magnus Racing!
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hours in the lead, but we had some front-end body damage 
that hurt our aerodynamics, and an extra pit stop in the end 
brought us up a little bit short. Still, we are proud of our Bru-
mos drivers and crew, and we won the GT championship last 
year after fi nishing fi fth, so we will proceed on that mission 
again,” said Hurley Haywood, fi ve-time Daytona overall winner 
an current Brumos team manager.
   For Porsche factory driver Wolf Henzler (Germany), qualifying 
woes put their TRG Porsche near the back of the fi eld for the 
start of the race, but they also led for multiple hours before 
clutch woes slowed them down near the end.
    “My Porsche colleague Richard Lietz is very fast, and we 
could not make up any time on the Magnus car in the end. 
But we are happy with our second-place fi nish, and the TRG 
crew prepared a Porsche which performed great all race,” said 
Henzler, who won the GT class at Le Mans in 2010.
   Alex Job Racing’s WeatherTech Porsche was hit by a proto-
type, ruining its suspension and other parts – causing a long 
pit stop and a 17th place fi nish. Similarly, Flying Lizard Motor-
sports Porsche lost its power steering (preceeded accident 
during the night), which put another pre-race favorite at the 

15th fi nishing position.
   Complete Results: http://www.grand-am.com/schedule/re-
sults.cfm?series=r&eid=3428&sid=2377
   Porsche Rolex 24 at Daytona statistics with the win:
   PORSCHE DAYTONA 24-HOUR FACTS
   Overall Wins: 22 -fi rst in 1968; most recent in 2009 (Brumos 
– Porsche Flat-Six powered Riley Chassis) and 2010 (Action 
Express Cayenne V-8 Powered Riley Chassis)
   Class Wins: 73
   Porsche 911 Wins: 39 Overall and Class Victories
   Initial Overall Win: 1968
   GT Class Wins: 26
   SGS Class wins (class ran only in 2004): 1
   20 Race Winning Streak (overall or class): 1966-1987
   Finished 1-2 overall in 12 Daytona 24-Hours
   Finished 1-2-3, overall and class – 10
   GT class winner fi nishing second overall: 2001, 2004
   From 1977 to 1987, Porsche had compiled 11 consecutive 
overall wins
   GTX Series Winner: 1978-1981
   GTP Series Winner: 1982-87, 1989, 1991
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This option, as you might imagine, is not inexpensive. 
Prediction, prevention and solution:

While no diagnostic test or procedure can be 100% accurate, 
we have developed what we consider a fairly reliable set of 
protocols for predicting, and if not preventing surely decreas-
ing the risk of, catastrophic IMS failure. 
   The fi rst recommendation is to change the oil and fi lter in 
your engine after no more than between 3000 and 5000 miles. 
With the biggest cause of IMS failure being exposure to dirty 
and diluted oil, this simple and relatively inexpensive prac-
tice can pay major dividends to the long-term health of your 
engine. Also when the oil fi lter element is being changed, it 
should be very carefully examined for ANY particulate contami-
nation. We use a very bright light and a strong magnet to check 
the entire fi lter medium for debris. 
   Another wise practice is to periodically submit a sample of 
the used oil for analysis. We use a local laboratory for this and 
their very reasonably priced results are back in just a few days. 
When compared with our database, these results can shed 
some light on the overall condition of your engine and the IMS 
in particular. By performing these kinds of tests, we can look 
for changes in the levels of various elements found in your oil 
sample from the initial baseline to those detected in subse-
quent samples. This is known as “trending” and it can be a very 
eff ective tool in helping to predict future problems.
   Next we would suggest a quick check of the cars DME or 
engine management computer. We use the Porsche factory 
diagnostic computer known as “PWIS” to look at the camshaft 
timing values between the left and right banks. If the IMS is 
worn, it can cause subtle irregularity in these values. We would 
normally record the “current” numbers and store them for 
future reference. Again, by checking and logging these values 
we can spot trends far more accurately than a single, one time 
snapshot.
   Recently you might have heard or read about a new device 
called “The Guardian.” This device was created to act as an 
early warning system for IMS bearing failures. It uses a sensor 
comprised of two magnets mounted in very close proximity to 
one another. The sensor itself replaces your original drain plug. 
The theory is that the magnets will attract and capture any 
ferrous debris fl oating in the oil. When the debris accumulates 
between the two magnets, an electrical circuit is completed 
triggering a warning light and buzzer mounted on the center 
console of the vehicle. While this system is fairly new, we be-
lieve it has merit and consider it a worthwhile upgrade.
   The last option I will talk about is to actually remove and 
replace the IMS bearing with one that should last for the life of 
your engine. Many people fi nd this to be the most complete 
“cure” for PSTD and we can certainly understand why. We 
believe the bearing replacement, done correctly, should greatly 
reduce the likelihood of a major engine failure, so long as the 

oil service recommendations outlined above are adhered to. 
We have been installing these upgraded bearings for years and 
have yet to have any of them fail.
   So there you have it, the facts as we know them, without all 
of the Internet hyperbole. I hope this little missive helps to give 
you some relief from all of the symptoms of PSTD as described 
above. While I am not a doctor, I have occasionally stayed at 
a Holiday Inn Express. So, based on that and over 30 years of 
experience, I have tried to lay out the best course of treatment 
for both you and your Porsche. Remember, you drive a Porsche 
for the pleasure it provides. 
   Please feel free to drop me a note or give me a call if you have 
any questions about this or any other Porsche related issue. As 
promised, I will always attempt to present the facts and dispel 
the myths. 
   Jerry Pellegrino, European Performance Engineering, Inc.
165 West Central Street, Natick, MA  01760,
508.651.1316 (main), www.epe.com

Enhancing MOTORing SKILLS- continued from page 8

The damage from an IMS gone horribly wrong....

Another angle, oil pooled at the bottom.
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the fi rst time, of course. He waited while I nervously fi ddled, 
and handed it back. I shook his hand again, heartily, waaay to 
heartily, and he bid me farewell and moved on down the pits, 
leaving me and my rapid heartbeat to the rest of the race. 
   For the next 24 hours, I ran into him everywhere! It was like I 
couldn’t get rid of him, or him of me! The fi rst time I waved and 
smiled. By the end of the race we were nodding across the pad-
dock like old friends, smiling warmly at each other, as opposed 
to my smiling warmly at him, and him somewhat worryingly at 
me. 
   The rest of the weekend passed in a blur of car engines, end-
less walking, luxury suites, food, drink, and fi nish lines. It really 
is an experience like no other, a kinship like no other. We are 
all there for a singular purpose, with a singular passion. I met 
people from all over the world, from all walks of life, and every 
one of them was smiling, and felt exactly the way I do about 
the deafening road of the engines 10 feet from your ear. 
   I missed meeting one person that I’d had my sights set on, 
and that is another remarkable Scot, Allan McNish. If anybody 
happens to have an in there, I promise to behave.

On the Edge- continued from page 6

(minimum) class BC or ABC fi re extinguisher be mounted in a 
metal bracket and bolted to a metal surface, although some 
regions allow a one-time exemption from this requirement 
for the fi rst event a driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region’s requirements.
In summary:
Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to enter.
   Go to the host’s website and locate links to Driver Education.
   Go to their registration site and register for events. Pay on-line 
or forward a check to the host region. Have a fi re extinguisher 
installed in your car (if that is required by the host region). 
Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds SA2005 
orM2005 (or K2005). Download a tech inspection form a couple 
of weeks before the event. Locate a nearby tech inspector from 
your home region’s website.
   Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you will 
need it at the event. Read the articles on what to expect and 
what to bring that appear on our website.
   Come to the track and have fun.

What is Driver’s Education -  continued from page 25
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with the car. Besides door panels there was lots of material for 
the dash covering and pieces for the door tops. After a short 
discussion of value and a quick exchange, those parts went 
back to my garage, were put in a bag and hung on the wall 
waiting for their turn to be installed. That turn came up quicker 
that I expected. 
   Six months later I got the bags down to make sure that I 
had everything I needed before I began to take the Speedster 
interior apart. A big surprise was waiting for me. Everything 
inside the bag was leather, not vinyl. I hadn’t really looked that 
close at the material and just assumed that it was vinyl. It had 
all been done by a company in Georgia called CB&E that had 
gone out of business back in the late ‘70s. In fact, that was the 
company that I had bought the carpeting from back in 1977, 
which is still on the fl oor, when I fi rst got the car. Small world. I 
always wanted a car that smelled like a wallet when you sat in it 
and while the COA didn’t specify a leather interior, I’m sure the 
good doctor wouldn’t mind my upgrade.
   The door panels were an easy start but punching holes for 
the retaining screws in a new leather panel was a little nerve 
racking. To get the holes in the right place I just clamped the 
old panel on top of the new one and drilled through both. 
While there was a problem with the internal padding getting 
wrapped around the drill bit, once done they lined up perfectly. 
Covering the door tops with new leather was a little tougher as 
I discovered that a heat gun was helpful but only up to a point. 
It made the material more fl exible and easier to work with but 
testing on a piece of scrap taught me that there was a limit. Too 
much heat caused the material to actually tighten up, leaving a 
discolored spot on the leather. Lesson learned before any dam-
age was done. I only had enough leather to cover what was 
needed and couldn’t aff ord any mistakes.
   To recover the dash I had to remove the radio, most of the 
gauges and a few of the switches. There is an eyebrow piece 
above the gauges that needs to be recovered which is bolted 
on from behind but you can only get to those 7mm nuts if the 
gauges are out. My car had a piece of black welting behind 
the eyebrow and I wasn’t sure where it ended so I went to the 
356 Registry forum to ask the experts and discovered that it 
shouldn’t be there at all. That was a trim piece that went on the 
Convertible D and Roadsters only. It was left off  Speedsters to 
save weight. I guess the previous owner was upgrading the car 
when he had it too.  
   There are two metal vent covers that are bolted on top of the 
dash pad that are supposed to be the same color as the mate-
rial used. They were black and as I scuff ed them with steel wool 
to prep for painting I found that they were actually red under-
neath. Further proof that it started with a red interior. 
   With everything in place the last chore was to install the wind-
shield. It’s really a two-man job as the bar that the rear view 
mirror bolts to needs to be lined up through a hole in the dash 
as the windshield posts are dropped in place. I had struggled 

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

The new red interior.
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Interior sans windshield.

when I removed it because I didn’t pull the glass out with the 
post attached. I had tried to slide the glass out with the posts in 
place but because the posts narrow at the top it came out but 
with a little ping that gave me a start. My assistant, taking time 
out from a baking project in the kitchen, noticed my reaction 
and was ready to start CPR but it wasn’t needed. More wind-
shields are broken during this process than on the road and this 
windshield is a 50-year-old item without the DOT logo on it. It’s 
a very rare item that I wouldn’t want to lose. 
   Knowing that I was going to need at least three hands to in-
stall the windshield, I had a coworker, who is also a 356 owner, 
stop by on a Saturday morning and it was in place before our 
coff ee got cold. Nothing to it. 
   So almost everything is back together ready to go on that 
fi rst drive. A spare set of Speedster seats in red are on their way 
back from California but in the mean time the black set is still 
in place in case a warm day shows up unexpectedly. The mild 
winter makes me think that we should have an early spring, I 
can only hope. 
   KTF
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MarketplaceFor Sale 

2001 Boxster S, 50Kmi, Lapis Blue, Removable hardtop, Tip. I 
have owned for 7 years and have records for that time period. 
Clean inside & out. No issues. Asking $17,000. James Smith,  
jm.smith23@hotmail.com, Cell 617-293-4834 2004 (3/12)
GT3, Red w/black interior. “J” Class, numerous wins. 12,000 
miles, excellent condition inside and out. Full cage, RaceTech 
seat, Moton Club Sport adjustable shocks. Cup mono balls, 
shifter, cables, clutch and rotors. OEM muffl  ers and straight 
pipes. Spare Fikses and wets. Sure Shift sequential shift light. 
AMB transponder and in-car display. In-car RaceCam. Main-
tained by EPE. $59,000.   Barry.Brensinger@LBPA.com. 603-
6225450. (1/12)
2007 Audi RS4.  Black with gray leather interior.  All available 
options and Audi updates.  Excellent condition inside and out.  
54,000 miles, never tracked.  $40,000.   Barry.Brensinger@lbpa.
com. 603-6225450. (1/12)

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute 
the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the 
products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the 
unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submit-
ted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no 
later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the 
magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materi-
als is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run 
for two months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your 
want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit 
copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every 
detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs 
more info! Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.

Kevin J Chang 
Sharon, MA 
2008 911 Turbo

Peter DeVellis
Sherborn, MA
2001 911

Sheldon R Kostelecky
Lexington, MA
2009 Cayman

John R. Lord 
Naples, FL
2010 Panamera, 
2012 911

Scott Mabuchi
Lexington, MA
2003 911

Robert F. Mazzeo 
East Greenwich, RI 

Henry J McGurren
West Tisbury, MA
2005 Carrera S

Robert H Mnooken
Cambridge, MA
2008 911 C4

Samuel Romero 
Malden, MA
2009 911

Gary J Rosen
Manchester, MA
2009 911 4S

Tom Samuelson
Marblehead, MA
1983 944

Terrance Snow
Hampton, NH
2006 Cayenne

David A Stetkiewicz
West Warwick, RI
2007 Boxster S

Jason V Testa 
Wakefi eld, MA 
2003 Boxster S

George M Trach
Eastham, MA
1978911 SC

Eileen Walker
Scituate, MA
2003 Boxster

New Members

family, borrowing from the GM-owned German Opel and using 
bits and pieces from other GM subsidiaries, which shocked 
the purists. When the 9-7 (literally a Chevy Trailblazer SUV with 
Saab badges and the requisite fl oor mounted ignition) and the 
Subaru WRX-derived 9-4 appeared, the loyal fans knew things 
were going downhill. 
   Enjoy the coming spring and summer driving season.

Around the Cones-  continued from page 13



N O R E A S T E Rpage 46

President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
Home: 508-439-2315 email: c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Acting Vice President - Administrative

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
Activities@porschenet.com 
Treasurer

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; treasurer@porschenet.com
Secretary

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; nshanny@mac.com
Membership

Virginia H. Young
1092 Norton Avenue, Taunton, MA. 02780
vhy4167@hotmail.com 
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
P.O. Box 760727, Melrose, MA 02176
Cell: 781-249-5091, email: aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: slr944@aol.com 

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Activities@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance
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NER Board of Directors

highly sought after. Refurbished tables were catching anywhere from $10–$25 
thousand dollars. Way out of my price range, but I was convinced they were out 
there for less! A week after Thanksgiving, Kelly and I got home late from Tosca’s 
(unbelievable restaurant at Hingham harbor). I was exhausted and full! Off  to 
bed, I scanned craigslist, again, this time all of New England and New York. No 
way!! Found one! This one was extra special; it was a 10’ Brunswick Centen-
nial, w/ball return and triple legs/bases!! This is the holy grail of pool tables! I 
e-mailed the seller again, and again... no reply, its gone. The following week I 
got a reply! Still here, “I’ve been sick,” “price is fi rm,” etc. The only concern I had 
was that it was advertised as a snooker table. Not really what I want, so I looked 
into it. After a month and a half of e-mails, researching the table, etc., I was 
getting ready to give up. The seller’s a singer in NYC and we had yet to talk on 
the phone because she had re-occurring laryngitis from singing every week-
end. By the second week in January, I decided to just call her to see if it was 
still available or if I should just give up. Two hours later the phone rings at the 
shop; it’s her!!! She sounded awful, but we spoke for about an hour. The lady 
couldn’t have been nicer. I had to go see it before giving her a defi nite “yes.” So, 
Kelly and I drove to Staten Island early Sat. morning. When we arrived, we both 
were thinking the same thing. What the hell are we doing here? The house 
was a huge three-story colonial with a separate two-car garage and in-ground 
swimming pool. What’s the problem? It was in need of work, lots of it. It’s amaz-
ing how your mind plays tricks on you when you judge something from the 
outside. When we went inside I was in awe. The house was insane. It had 10–12 
foot ceilings, a beautiful custom staircase, unbelievable woodwork, etc. And to 
top it off , everything she owned was perfect! We headed downstairs to check 
out the table, I was sold! Unbelievable shape! All I can say is that we were back 
two weeks later to pick it up! 
   Anyone want to play some pool? I could use some instruction for that, how-
ever, in air hockey I’m a shark! 
Until next month, have a good one!

Improving and maintaining excellence- continued from page 15
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