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On the Edge
Adrianne Ross

For those of us who put cars away for the win-
ter, February is especially painful. It’s the rock 

bottom of winter. Who knows if we’ll ever see the 
sun again? And March? March has yet to march 
on through. We all miss our cars, some more than 
most. It’s the, “don’t know what you got ‘til it’s 
gone” syndrome. But at least there’s hope. The 
sun will (in theory) come back, and spring will 
happen, and roll into summer. There’s still hope 
for most of you. 
   Me? Not so much. Mine went into critical condi-
tion this fall, and only now has moved into the 
ICU, where she’s stable, but critical. We can only 
be sure that she will make a full recovery when 
she comes out of her coma. I have high hopes, 
as she has a Guardian Angel watching over to 
make sure she’s coming back, and my own per-
sonal super-hero that’s going to make it actually 
happen. Both of those people are blessings of 
unprecedented caliber to me. Thank you again... 
both of you.
   Losing a car is like losing a friend. It’s per-

sonal, palpable and profound. Sometimes we 
choose to sell them, sometimes for the best, 
sometimes with much regret. But having one 
die while under your care is so hard, as if you 
did something wrong. Maybe it was you. Maybe 
you didn’t change the oil enough, or get that 
recommended engine part. Did you turn up the 
radio when something started to tick? Or turn a 
blind (and overwrought) eye to the small pink 
fl uid leak growing ever larger day by day? Maybe 
not. Maybe you called your poor, weary Porsche 
tech every day... “It clicks!” — “It’s supposed to.” “It 
won’t go! “ — “Take off  the parking brake.” “It’s out 
of washer fl uid!” — “There’s an auto parts store 
two blocks from you.” “There’s a light on!” — “Yes, 
that’s your high beams.” Maybe you did every-
thing you could, and still, it’s gone.
   I have a few friends who work on Porsches. 
They’re much more sanguine about car tragedies 
than I am. I called one and said, “I’ve blown my 
transmission.” (Okay, I was teary; I won’t deny it.) 
“No problem!” he confi dently declared. “We’ll pull 
it, and get you another one! Couldn’t be more 

In This Issue...

Our memebers really stepped up in Janu-
ary to write and share their stories, and I 

couldn’t be more thrilled! 
   It’s a member packed issue this month, includ-
ing a story that made me cry, because i feel the 
same way about my car. Be sure to read them 
all, they’re excellent!
   Please, please keep them coming! Maybe 
you’ll fi nd some inspiration from these stories. 
Pictures, a funny story, whatever. We’d love it!
   This time of year I have thepleasure to include 
all sorts of great upcoming events! i even have 
a few I didnt include because they’re too far 
off , but your Board Members are hard at work 
procuring you things to do. 
   We’ve had SRO turn outs to our winter events 
so far, and it’s been great to see you all out 
there, and even meet some of you. I hope to 
meet even more of you in the coming months. 
   It’s almost spring! Just think warm thoughts!

than fi fteen hundred bucks, right?” Wrong, dead 
wrong. Lots and lots more bucks wrong. “Have 
you pulled a Tip transmission from a Boxster?” 
I asked hesitantly, sniffl  ing into the phone, but 
feeling a little more confi dent. “No,” he replied, 
“but how hard can it be?” 
   Click. “Hello?” “Adrianne?”
   But I was gone. If ever there were fi ve words to 
make me panic unconditionally, they are “How 
hard can it be?” 
   My twenties saw me working on pure American 
muscle. Mustangs, Firebirds — love, love, love. I 
knew every angle of every Mustang from ’65 to 
’70. What was correct, where was the bad Bondo. 
I knew the exact angle of each fender, could 
pin point rust, what should be there, and what 
shouldn’t be there. Where they rusted normally, 
and what the hell is that? I knew the correct 
horse, the correct eagle, the (not politically cor-
rect) correct Indian head badge, the wrong em-
blem placement. I could tell you the last three to 
fi ve digits of your VIN, based on the color of your 

car (and whether it was correct). 
   In those days, “How hard can it be?” was 
our motto, and boy did the universe take 
great delight in answering literally. Some-
times it was H-A-R-D! I’ve had engines 

I have high hopes, as she has a Guardian Angel 

watching over, and my own personal super-hero 

that’s going to make it actually happen. 
continued on page 43
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for a whole winter in New England under those 
circumstances, you would be captured and 
studied by the CDC. No we are not crazy and yes, 
we are at a hockey rink fi ve times a week. I have 
not written about the boys in a couple months, 
so I fi gure I’m due. I mentioned last year that I was 
taking up ice skating because my fi rst born was 
starting to play hockey. Less than one year later, 
my other son is in full hockey swing too. So rather 
than sit on the sidelines to watch four practices 
and two games a week, I decided to volunteer to 
be an assistant coach. I know it sounds crazy and 
seems like a lot of work, but I’m having a blast. 
For the last four years I have coached my son’s 
soccer team. Coaching young children can be 
fairly diffi  cult, like herding cats, but rewarding. 
Now, I’m coaching an even larger group of kids 
on a sheet of ice. These little ones have blades on 
their feet, they are covered from head to toe in 
protective gear and each one of them has a long 
stick in their hands. It’s less like cats and more like 
watching the Three Stooges live only there are 12 
of them. Our instructor training for DE involves 

a lot of behind the scenes work and coach-
ing young hockey players is no diff erent or 
less fun. I had to go through a lot of training 
to get to do this. Learning to skate was the 
easy hurdle. It’s not hard to understand that 

sometimes, the last thing I want to do is drive to 
the rink at 5:30 in the morning on a cold Saturday 
but I always end up very glad I did. When speak-
ing with a fellow member, who’s sons are exactly 
ten years older than each of mine, I was reassured 
my children will still enjoy spending time with me 
when they are 16 and 18 years old.  My wife and I 
cherish these years.  The boys keep us busy, but I 
would not miss it for the world.  I look forward to 
the future, when in 10 years, I will fi nally be able 
to coach them to drive the line at the track. Until 
then, my coaching of young children will take 
place on soccer fi elds and ice rinks.  I look forward 
to coaching some of you on the track this spring!  

Winter in New England for the Porsche enthusiast 
can be tough. Unless you fl ee to warmer climates 
with your car to wait for things up here to thaw, 
your options are limited. It’s usually right around 
this time that the native members get itchy for 
something, anything sports car related, to fi ll the 
void.  This was very apparent by the interest in 
the Club’s latest winter activities. If you do not 
have a Porsche project in the barn to get done, 
cabin fever may get the best of you. The only 
thing going on in the barn here is a box of tow 
hooks that need installing under the car. Until 
now, we have always secured the Blue Bomber 
on the trailers with wheel straps. Our car has the 
standard 5 spoke twisted OEM rims. This meant 
that more often than not, a valve stem was in 
the way of one of the straps after it was loaded 
onto the trailer. When this happens, you have two 
choices that do not include a broken valve stem. 
1) Back the car off  the trailer, drive it around and 
try it again. This will almost always work but re-
sults in another wheel having the same problem.  
2) Shoehorn a fl oor jack into the trailer and lift 

the corner up just enough to spin the tire. This 
is a pain and will only work for three out of four 
corners in the new trailer. The right front is com-
pletely inaccessible. Enter the Rennline tie down 
/ jack plates. These little plates mount directly 
under the car and allow easy access for attaching 
tie down straps. The online instructions indicate 
the job should take about fi ve minutes. So now 
what is a guy to do with the rest of his winter? 
   We really don’t ski. At least I don’t. We do escape 
to Maine during the winter to visit family with a 
ski house and multiple snowmobiles. Dashing 
through the snow on a 600 pound sled with 110 
turbo charged horsepower is, if nothing else, 
exhilarating. But after that weekend passes, what 
else is there to do? The car is up on a lift, and the 
fi ve minutes of work I need to get done on it will 
not fi ll the long winter months.  The question I 
keep asking myself is: what to do as we wait for 
spring? I missed the last event at Aston Martin 
of New England so I could tend to a household 
that spends fi ve days a week in a public elemen-
tary school and visits a hockey rink just as often. 
My understanding is that if you can stay healthy 

Christopher Mongeon
On the Loud Pedal

 Coaching young children can be like herding 

cats, but rewarding. Now, I’m coaching an even 

larger group of kids on a sheet of ice.
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continued on page 42

Jerry Pellegrino

Pre fl ight checklist:
  After reading our illustrious NOR’EASTER 

editor’s most recent article, I decided to make 
good on my promise to her to write more often. 
What I have decided to do was put together a 
simple tech article with a “do it yourself” slant. 
The idea was to compile a checklist that one 
could use on a fairly regular basis, weekly per-
haps to help avoid most of the small problems 
than can, left unchecked, become large inconve-
niences. Bear in mind, I am not reinventing the 
wheel here so to speak. Porsche has provided 
maintenance checklists since they began selling 
cars. For years this information could be found in 
the 50 page owner’s manual that came in your 
glove box. Heck, I can recall when your owner’s 
manual had a wiring schematic…IN COLOR! I 
know I’m aging myself, but I have been doing 
this for quite a while. About 20 years ago the 
wiring diagram moved to its own hundred plus 
page volume of the service manual. Today, the 
same information is only available from our good 

friends in Stuttgart in megabyte form, if at all! 
Oy….don’t get me started.
   If you are fortunate enough to still have the 
service book that came with car you can use it as 
a guideline. For those that are not so lucky, you 
can still play along anyway. It refl ects many of the 
tasks that we perform every time a client brings 
their car in for what we call a minor service.
   The key to success here is very simple, BE OB-
SERVANT, and use and trust ALL of your senses.
    Recently Bill, our lead technician was explain-
ing to a client why we chose to replace certain 
internal engine components while repairing his 
engine. While the off ending parts looked OK and 
measured in spec, we chose to replace them. 
The defects while nearly impossible to see, could 
easily be detected by sensitive fi ngertips. Had Bill 
not taken the time to thoroughly  examine the 
parts to the extent that he did, the engine could 
have possibly suff ered a major failure of which 
we would spent countless hours attempting to 
determine the root cause of. 

The key to success here is very simple, 

BE OBSERVANT, and use and trust ALL of 

your senses.

   Often one can hear or even smell an irregularity 
in their car that can illuminate a problem long be-
fore it can be detected by any onboard computer.  
I can hear a misfi re in an engine from across the 
parking lot. Inside the shop, the percussive nature 
of the same misfi re can be felt as well as heard. 
Its not that we have developed super powers, 
it is just that through our experience we have 
developed the skills that allow us to make the 
most of these observations. How many times 
have I had a client tell me that the car just “smells 
funny?” The most obvious and common cause for 
this symptom is an oil leak, it can also be caused 
by an overheated catalytic converter or even an 
alignment problem. 
   Sometimes the client will be more specifi c. They 
might say the car smells like rotten eggs or it may 
exhibit a sweet odor. This sweet smell is often at-
tributable to a coolant leak. The rotten eggs? That 
is usually found to be caused by the alternator 
boiling the acid out of the battery. 
    A very important part of any examination is to 
have a baseline perspective. It is extremly advan-
tageous to spend a little time poking around your 
car even if you fi nd nothing wrong. This will help 
develop that baseline for what we could refer to 
as normal. After all, it only makes sense that you 
could never be expected to recognize what is 
wrong if you have no idea what is right. I make it 
a policy to never second-guess a client when they 
tell me that something feels “wrong.” While many 
of our clients are not young, I can safely assume 
that they are neither hallucinating nor senile. I 
may not experience or observe the described 
sensation on an initial test drive but invariably we 
will fi nd it.
   Check the tire pressures as well as the tread 

wear.

   Tire infl ation, for the most part should be set per 
factory spec. It will insure the safest operation of 
your tires in normal use. Discrepancies from one 
tire to the other on the same end of the car are 
what you are looking for here. Pressures will vary 
with temperature, but there should not be any 
major diff erences from left to right. If you have 
one tire that is signifi cantly lower than its mate, 
deal with it. Low pressure is the single greatest 
cause for catastrophic tire failure. By the way, be-
ware, many of the newer Porsches only have the 
donut style spare. Others have NO spare at all!
  Use your hand to feel the tread depth on the 
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Fiddling in the Garage
   Without a car project in the garage this year, 

I’ve been reduced to a fi xit guy this winter. Those 
little projects that I’ve always wanted to get to are 
now fl oating to the top of my list. There are still 
maintenance tasks to do on the street cars, and 
a few nagging items on the summer rides, so it 
isn’t as though I’m spending all my quality garage 
time repairing toasters.
   I got on an LED kick a while back and started 
putting them anywhere a brighter light would be 
helpful. There are small ones that replace interior 
lights that I used for the trunk lights in the RS4. 
They don’t replace the interior bulbs because 
those lights have a dimming feature that the 
LEDs don’t like. I enjoy the way the light comes 
on when I remove the ignition key (yes, it’s an old 
car with an actual key), and I didn’t want to lose 
that rising sun eff ect. The trunk now lights up like 
center stage at the Wang Theater.
   The same bulbs fi t into the license plate light 
fi xture which really improves on the single candle 

power yellow light that was in there. That’s 
where I discovered that LEDs are polarity sensi-
tive, which means that they only work if they are 
installed in the correct direction. If you put them 
in and they don’t work, just take them out and 
turn them around. As I stood back and looked 
at the improvement the modern lights made at 
the back of the car, I remembered that years ago 
we did everything we could to reduce the light 
on the rear plate. From plastic covers to low-watt 
bulbs, the idea was to make the numbers hard to 
read on the off  chance that we were doing some-
thing wrong and trying to get away with it as we 
motored away.
   The 12-volt bulbs that I replaced in the rear 
operate the fog lights (yes, in the rear) and the 
backup lights, and boy do they work great. This 
model year Audi has two dash switches — one 
for front fogs and another for rear. In Europe, 
and many other countries, cars had both front 
and rear fog lights. The theory was that if you 
turned on the fog lights it was because it was 
foggy (duh!), and if you couldn’t see well, neither 

could drivers behind you. An additional, brighter 
taillight, usually just one, was installed and wired 
to the fog light switch. Turn on the fogs and the 
rear light would come on also to protect your 
backside. In the RS4 they are operated indepen-
dently. I took that one step further and wired a 
second bulb into the other taillight so they were 
balanced and didn’t look like one had burned out, 
plus they are brighter than the regular taillights. 
If a driver gets too close, I just hit the switch, light 
up the rear fogs, and they back off . With the LEDs, 
they are really bright, but now I have another 
defense against tailgating. I mounted a switch 
on the center console wired to the backup light 
switch on the transmission. As a fi nal message to 
the car behind, I can hit the switch while driving 
forward and have a pair of very bright back up 
lights come on. That really gets their attention. 
I’m using switches equipped with indicator lights 
in them, so I don’t have to wonder if I left them 
on by mistake. Works great. And, as my wife says, 
it gives me something to play with. I do have a 

couple more switches, but I won’t go into 
their use here. Anyone that used to ’rat 
race‘ years ago can guess at their func-
tion.
   From there, I moved on to hanging a 
few pictures in the garage. That’s tough 

because almost all the wall space has something 
on it already. Cabinets, shelves or just hanging 
parts add to the ambiance but also take up space 
where race posters or car pictures would nor-
mally look good. In some cases, I could take down 
the sway bars and muffl  ers (what cars did they 
come from?), hang the picture and then put them 
back in place. I glued a couple to the back of the 
garage door, but then I remembered that the 
last time I did that the really nice factory posters 
got left behind when I sold the house. Not much 
chance that will happen in this case since, as they 
say in my business, this is MFS — my fi nal stop.
   The only real car project this year has been to re-
place a leaking brake booster on Big Red, the ’85 
BMW. I was able to stretch that over a few weeks 
as I had a tough time getting to a bolt under the 
master cylinder that didn’t want to come off . I 
probably over-thought the task, but it did allow 
me to order a couple of new tools from Harbor 
Freight.
   Remember, you can have enough tools but you 

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
Tom Tate

continued on page 45

The only real car project this year has been to 

replace a leaking brake booster on Big Red, the 

’85 BMW.
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Minutes Of The Board
Nick Shanny–January 19, 2013 NER Board Meeting 

Members present: Chris Mongeon, Steve 
Ross, Stan Corbett, Bill Seymour, Rosemary 

Driscoll, Adrianne Ross, Kristin Larson, Marcus Col-
lins, Dani Fleming, and Nick Shanny.
   The board met at 10 am at Robert Cohen’s 
house.   Brunch was served to all and all agreed 
that it was wonderful.  
   The offi  cial meeting began at 11:03. 
   Adrianne started with a newsletter update, 
which was short and sweet.  Adrianne indicated 
that “all was well” with the newsletter. 
   Marcus provided the board with a membership 
update.  It was reported that the club had 1467 
members, 988 affi  liates for a total of 2455 mem-
bers.  2 transferred in, 6 transferred out, and we 
added 15 new members to the club. 
   Kristin, as treasurer, sent around the fi nancial re-
port earlier in the week.  Collections for the begin-
ning of the year were proceeding smoothly.  Nick 
made a motion was made to accept the fi nancial 
report; it was seconded by Bill, and accepted by 
all. 
   Nick provided a quick update on the tours, as 
there was nothing to report.   Nick then reported 
that as of the board meeting, there were 110 indi-
viduals signed up for the upcoming ramble. Nick 
asked Bill to provide the autocross update. 
   Bill reported that the AX dates have been settled 
on and will make their way up to the web site 
soon.  A question was raised to the board con-
cerning multiple registration systems being used; 
one for DE and one for AX.  The option to merge 
was discussed and decided to leave it as is. 
   Stan continued with a driver’s education update.  
Stan has been busy contacting various hotels for 
the Canadian trip, as well as the Glen event.  Stan 
had shared with the board the proposed rates for 
the 2013 season via email.  A motion was made 
by Nick to accept the 2013 rates, seconded by Bill, 
and passed unanimously.  Stan then went on to 
discuss our technical inspection form, compar-
ing it to the PCA proposed form.  Stan is working 
to make some minor modifi cations to ensure the 
NER form aligns with PCAs.  Also discussed was 
the need for more technical inspectors located in 
the Rhode Island area.  Stan agreed to look into 
this.  Finally, Stan encouraged that board mem-
bers attend the upcoming ground school event. 
   Steve Ross updated the board on the state of 
concours.  He indicated that they were looking at 
other regions scoring sheets as a starting point for 
updating ours.  At the same time they are looking 

Forty Years

Chuck Birenbaum
Wolfgang Rietzl

Thirty Years 

William Shenk
 
Twenty Years

Carmelo Locurto

Fifteen Years

Andrew Jenks
Andrew Wong
Christopher Ruggles
Chuck Gervais
George Bixby
Michael Wildt
Roy Ruff 

at updating the various classes. 
   We then turned to our new VP of Admin, Bill, 
for an update in that area.  The fi rst social meet-
ing, held at Aston Martin of New England was a 
success.   120 people showed up at the event, and 
unfortunately, we had to turn people away due 
to space limitations.  Bill then went on to discuss 
various upcoming events including a potential 
cruise night, Myopia Polo, and a potential event 
this fall bringing together police and lawyers for 
an interesting discussion. 
   We fi nished the meeting with a quick discussion 
around business cards for various positions on 
and off  the board.  Marcus will be coordinating 
the design and printing of the cards.  
   A motion was made for the creation of a contrib-
utor of the year award, to be handed out by the 
newsletter editor.  The motion was made by Nick, 
seconded by Kristin, and passed unanimously. 
   A motion was made the creation of a photogra-
pher of the year award, with the following board 
members participating in the selection: VP Admin, 
VP Activities, Newsletter Editor, and Webmaster.  
The motion was made by Adrianne, seconded by 
Kristin, and passed unanimously.
   The next board meeting will be held at the home 
of Dani and Marcus, February 13th, at 6:30 pm. 
   The meeting adjourned at 1:13 pm. 

Happy PCA Anniversary

Ten Years

Andrew Chiras
Christian Steuri
David Carroll
Howard Lipinsky
James Mogavero
John Fortier
Stacey McCarthy

Five Years

Amy Ambrose
Carl Scholz
Ian Wood
John Lueders-booth
Peter Schaub
Steven Delongchamp



Days later they put more tickets on sale — oh 
well, this meant that we were going to go to three 
F1 races in a single year. We’ve been going to 
Montreal for a few years now, and we love it, but 
trying to get the time off  work is a little challeng-
ing... We booked seats in the grandstands at the 
hairpin (Turn 11) just before the long straight and 
so, a week after returning from Abu Dhabi, we 
were on our way to Texas.
   The fi rst event at a brand new circuit means lots 
of scope for errors and half-built stuff  — but not 
in Texas! Just to show they meant business, and to 
get you into the mood for racing, the roads lead-
ing up to the circuit had 80 mph speed limits–. If 
only we had been in a Porsche instead of a hire 
car. There’s another column here about why Mas-
sachusetts limits us to 55 mph on Route 128 even 
though few pay attention to the speed limit...
   The location in Austin provides easy access 
for both South and Central America. There are a 
number of drivers from these countries — includ-
ing Mexico’s Sergio Perez who will be taking over 

Lewis Hamilton’s drive at McLaren next 
year — and the fans in our stand made 
sure the drivers from south of the U.S. bor-
der could both see and hear their support. 
Noisy, but in good spirits!
   The support races did not disappoint. 
There were historic F1 race cars (fasci-
nating to compare the ultra-sleek 2012 

versions with 1970s and 1980s designs), Porsche 
GT3, with teenager Madison Snow just edging 
Phil Fogg — too much word play here; Phileas 
Fogg, try this famous book character on your fam-
ily (extra points for knowing who the author was); 
“fog” and “snow” in sunny Austin :-) — and Ferrari’s 
($250,000 458 Italia’s being driven so ‘competitive-
ly’ the stewards had to ask them to slow down).
   The F1 cars started cautiously, as they were 
the fi rst cars to drive on the newly laid blacktop, 
and simulators, good as they are, don’t give the 
drivers a full sense of the circuit. And there was I 
thinking that the reason Sam (our son mentioned 
last month) was faster than me at autocross was 
the hours he spent playing Gran Turismo on the 
PlayStation! Qualifying was made more interest-
ing with yet another Ferrari controversy. Fernando 
Alonso was out-qualifi ed by the Ferrari’s number 
two driver Felipe Massa. Ferrari then opened the 
sealed gearbox on Massa’s car, incurring a grid 
position penalty, which eff ectively moved Alonso 

Formula 1 in the USA has a checkered history. 
It’s been held in a variety of locations, includ-

ing Sebring, Indianapolis (part of the European 
series until 1953), a hotel parking lot in Las Vegas, 
Watkins Glen (last held there in 1980 and won by 
famous drivers like Jim Clarke and Jackie Stewart), 
and the modern Indianapolis circuit. It was at In-
dianapolis that the USA event hit an all-time low 
— the parts of the track where the oval meets 
the road course make for an awkward transition, 
just like at New Hampshire Motor Speedway. 
Bumpy in a Porsche doing DE, but for the F1 cars 
in 2005, presenting the very real possibility that 
the Michelin tires would delaminate. So in 2005 
only six cars raced and the F1 fans that were there 
were disappointed — we know because we drove 
from DC to Indianapolis for the event, to have just 
six cars start. So disappointing! We didn’t bother 
going back in 2006 or 2007, and by then the lack 
of fan interest meant that it was all over.
   Fast-forward to 2012 and F1 returns to the 
USA on a purpose-built track on the outskirts of 

Austin, Texas. F1 racetracks are either steeped in 
history — Belgium’s Spa Francorchamps (with its 
fi rst corner, La Source, scene of a major crash in 
2012, and Eau Rouge), UK’s Silverstone  (Becketts, 
Club and Stowe corners) and Italy’s Monza (with 
the Parabolica corner and the tifosi, the fanati-
cal Ferrari fans) — or modern circuits designed 
by Hermann Tilke (Abu Dhabi, India and, new for 
2012, Austin). Overall, the modern circuits pro-
vide great spectator viewing but poor overtaking 
and get much criticism from race fans. The design 
of Austin’s Circuit of the Americas –(COTA) aimed 
to bring together some of the best aspects of 
the historic circuits. The second sector resembles 
the Becketts series of corners at Silverstone, and 
provides great overtaking opportunities — it did 
not disappoint!
   Worries of the organizers about fan indiff erence 
were soon put to rest. We were two days late 
buying our tickets, and when we tried they were 
sold out — ahhh. That’s when we booked tickets 
to Abu Dhabi instead (see last month’s column). 

Marcus Collins and Dani Fleming

The Checkered Flag
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continued on page 44

The design of Austin’s Circuit of the Americas 

–(COTA) aimed to bring together some of the 

best aspects of the historic circuits.



The Long and Winding Road
Bill Seymour

This one snuck up on me… sorry. Adrianne just 
threw a brick upside my head, so, apologies if 

this isn’t a literary masterpiece as I scramble to not 
hold up the works.
   The good news is that I got an e-mail an hour 
ago from the SCCA Autocross Chair (he coordi-
nates the dates for all the clubs that run at Ft. De-
vens). And, yes boys and girls, there will be a 2013 
autocross season, despite rumors to the contrary. 
One of our dates confl icts with an NCR track event 
so I’m trying to change that, but it looks like we 
will have a nicely spread out season with an event 
each month except August. Of course, the Zone 1 
event will interfere with our Watkins Glen DE but 
we have come to expect that.
   And we are being warned that noise will con-
tinue to be heavily monitored so don’t go doing 
any winter projects to put on loud pipes.
   Your hardworking Autocross Committee is meet-
ing soon to plan for the season. There are a few 
easy nits and nats to work out (what type of bev-
erage container to use for trophies, for example) 

and one big nut to crack — car classifi cations. 
As Porsche has added new models with greater 
and greater potential, we have struggled to fi t 
them into the existing class structure. We haven’t 
seen a new 991 (911) or 981 (Boxster) but those 
may both be great autocross vehicles. We also 
have some classes that are always almost empty. 
And we have the ongoing problem of our class 
structure matching neither NCR’s, Zone 1’s nor the 
Parade’s (PCRs). Believe me, this will create some 
debate!  
   You should expect to see the autocross dates 
and the car classifi cations/rules on our fancy new 
website by mid-February.
   As we are now in the new year, I have changed 
jobs. I am now VP Admin., and no longer VP Activi-
ties. VP Activities, as the name fails to imply, is 
responsible for “moving car events” and merely 
required me to talk about autocross, provide 
a brief recap from Bruce (Ramble) and Charlie 
(tours) then point to Stan (DE) and Steve (Con-
cours — wait, that’s barely moving!). It’s an easy 
job and hard to screw up. VP Admin., on the other 
hand, is work. It requires setting up tech sessions 

and social events at the rate of better than one 
per month. And I have already screwed up. So, let 
me use this space to apologize to those who were 
inconvenienced by the sign-up process for the 
Aston Martin/Lotus event. We are trying a web-
site RSVP tool, and the promo for this event said 
“please sign up on-line, but no one will be turned 
away if you just show up.” Who knew that every-
one had nothing to do on January 12th? With 
parking and space issues, we had to start discour-
aging people from attending. So, even though 
no one was turned away at the door, I know there 
were people who did not come who would have 
liked to, and it wasn’t a fair system. We’ll do better. 
(This may include using a diff erent sign-up pro-
cess on our own website.)
   On that front, I encourage everyone to watch the 
website for events and sign up on-line as soon as 
you know you are coming. And there are lots of 
events coming up. By the time you read this, you 
will have enjoyed or missed events at Herb Cham-
bers Porsche of Boston and Porsche of Norwell. 

But you can still get to “Easy Fixin’s” at Auto 
Engineering, Coff ee and Donuts at Porsche 
of Burlington, Speaker John Paterek at the 
Natick Elks Club, a tech session on detailing 
at Cindy Markley’s and, not to be missed 
please, our annual Newcomer’s meeting at 

Ira Porsche in April. You’ll fi nd details for all these 
on the website and in promos elsewhere in this 
newsletter.
   And fi nally, this just in! Here are the autocross 
dates for 2013...
      NER School: March 31st (wear your woolies!)
      NER dates: May 19th, June 30th, July 28th, 
September 21st, October 5th 
      NCR dates: April 21st, June 1st, July 14th, Au-
gust 3rd, September 7th
      Zone 1: August 24th–25th 

Bill Seymour
Admin@porschenet.com
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On that front, I encourage everyone to watch 

the website for events and sign up on-line as 

soon as you know you are coming. 
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Thanks to our new 
membership chair 

Dani Fleming, I was con-
tacted by a staff er from 
the Metrowest Daily 
News to participate in 
their biweekly My Ride, 
My Story column. My 
column this month will 
be this article (sneaky 
way of getting out of 
writing a column huh?).

Back to writing my own 
work next month.

Around The Cones
Steve Ross

continued on page 39
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Stan Corbett

Don’t Lift

Track committee update: we have a new Track 
Committee member, Chip Wood, who will be tak-
ing on the Track Operations position ably fi lled by 
Joe Billmaier in 2012. Track Ops is responsible for 
preparing and submitting the DE event insurance 
forms to PCA National, and developing the event 
schedule and worker assignments. At the track he 
conducts the daily worker’s meeting and ensures 
the Tech Line, Control and other positions are 
fully staff ed. Chip lives in Mendon, MA. He drives 
a white, track-only Cayman which has an unusual 
history, resulting in a Cayman with a 911 front clip. 
Join me in welcoming Chip to the Track Commit-
tee and thanking Joe for his service, including au-
tomating our schedule spreadsheet with macros 
and creating smartphone-formatted versions of 
the run group schedules and worker assignments.
   Even though Ground School 2013, our annual 
classroom-based introduction to the Driver Educa-
tion (DE) program, will still be a week or two away 
when you read this, it isn’t too soon to start think-
ing about the upcoming DE season. For details 

of our fi rst event of the 2013 DE season, Novice 
Day plus regular DE days, see the separate article 
elsewhere in this issue. One thing that bears 
repeating, because the message doesn’t seem to 
get to everybody — the Novice Day and DE Days 
event is for both Novices and solo drivers in the 
Blue, White and Black run groups. Solo drivers will 
enjoy an early season, full two-day DE event so… 
register early and don’t lift!
   The DE rebate program, which was initiated in 
2012, is back again for 2013.
   Drivers that attend three NER DE events get a 5% 
rebate. Rebate amounts will vary depending on 
driver status (Student/Solo/Instructor) and which 
three events they attend (largest rebate would be 
due a Student attending CMP, LCMT and WGI).
   Drivers that attend four NER DE events get a 
7.5% rebate. Again, rebate amounts will vary 
depending on driver status and which four events 
they attend.
   Drivers that attend all fi ve of NER’s DE events 
get a 10% rebate. In this case, rebate amounts will 
vary depending on driver status but will, on aver-
age, according to my calculations, be the equiva-

I’m not sure where this comes from, but it 

made me think of the “Rat Fink” craze that 

was around when I was in school.

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com

lent of getting a free DE day.
   The rebate program does not require drivers to 
save receipts or submit a form, and will be paid 
out after our fi nal DE event in August. This rebate 
will be available to all drivers who attend three or 
more of NER’s DE events. Since you’ll want your 
rebate check sent to your actual geographical 
mailing address, please go into the website at 
ClubRegistration.net, sign in, and make sure your 
profi le is current. Make a resolution to have even 
more fun this year, attend three or more NER DE 
events, and join the 50 drivers that qualifi ed for 
rebates in 2012!
   Under the category of random musings... While 
updating the DE article for this month’s THE 
NOR’EASTER, I came across a term we frequently 
use to describe our DE participants — “Track Rats.” 
I’m not sure where this comes from, but it made 
me think of the “Rat Fink” craze that was around 
when I was in school. Ed “Big Daddy” Roth (March 
4, 1932 – April 4, 2001) created the Rat Fink and 
several other monster hot-rod characters back 
in the ‘50s and ‘60s. He also created custom cars 
(remember Beatnik Bandit, Outlaw, Mysterion and 
Orbitron?) and was an, if not the primary, instiga-
tor of the Hot Rod/Kustom Kulture scene of the 
1950s and 1960s.
   Around 1963, the Revell Model Company issued 
a plastic model kit of the character (I think I got 
my kit that same year, though it’s long gone). 
The Rat Fink kit and some of Big Daddy’s other 
creations have been re-issued by Revell over the 
years. Rat Fink is still a popular item to this day 
in Hot Rod and Kustom Kulture circles. For the 
lexicologists among us, the term fi nk was origi-
nally underworld slang for an informer. It may be 
derived from the German word for “fi nch,” one 
who “sings.” Rat fi nk would be an intensifi ed ver-
sion of a “fi nk.” By the time “Big Daddy” Roth used 

continued on page 41
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2013 Calendar
At-A-Glance
Feb 

10 Buying and Selling
13 Board Meeting
24 Ground School 
Mar 

13 Board Meeting 
16 DIY at Auto Engineering
31 NER AX SCHOOL
April 

10 Board Meeting
13-14 DE NCR NHMS
21 NCR AX
21 Newcomers
26-28 Ramble
27 NCR Car Control Clinic
May 

7-8 DE NER NHMS
8 Board Meeting
19 NER AX
19 Speaker - Paterek
27-28 DE NCR NHMS 
TBD Spring Fling (Tour)
June 

1 NCR AX
8 Detailing Seminar
10-11 DE NCR Lime Rock Park
12 Board Meeting
30 NER AX
July  

8-10 DE NER LCMT
12-14  DE NER Calabogie
14 NCR AX
17 Board Meeting
28 NER AX
TBD Cruise Night
August

3 NCR AX
6-7 DE NER NHMS
14 Board Meeting
23-25 DE NER  Watkins Glen
TBD Porsche and Polo
September 

7 NCR AX
11 Board Meeting  
21 NER AX
TBD Museum Tour
October

5 NER AX
10-11 DE NCR NHMS
16 Board Meeting
TBD Put Away Tech EPE
TBD Fall Tour
November

13 Board Meeting   

TBD Cops and Lawyers
December  

TBD Annual Dinner
11 Board Meeting

Interested in buying, trading or selling a Porsche? Obviously the brand new ones come from 
a Porsche dealer, so that’s always a good place to start, but there are other ways you can fi nd 

the car of your dreams, and other places to sell the one you no longer need. We’ve assembled a 
panel of experts in buying and selling Porsches including:
   John Ziedins, General Sales Manager of Porsche of Norwell (who is graciously hosting the 
event). phone:  (781) 261-5006
   Dave Maynard, Principal at European Locators (car search and selling on consignment). 
phone:  (508) 826-8614)
   Tom Tate, NER’s own eBay expert. –(We’ll watch him log in and post a car for sale.)
   We’ll start with presentations by each of our panelists and then open the fl oor for questions. 
Here are some of the topics we’ll be covering:
   The dealer experience, including how to spec and order a new car, using the Porsche Cars 
North America (PCNA) website, locating a CPO used car, European delivery, etc.;
   Pre-purchase inspections;
   Online buying and selling options;
   How to prepare and price your car to get the most out of it;
   Sources of information to help buy or sell.
   The focus of the day will be more on the buying/selling process than the actual physical 
examination of the car (e.g. what to check when you buy an old 911), but there may be time for 
these questions as well. Refreshments will be provided.
   The event starts at 11:00 am. The address is: 59 Pond St. Norwell MA. Please RSVP at http://vol-
unteersignup.org/WWWLE. For this event, you won’t be turned away even if you don’t register, 
but please do, as it helps us plan. In addition, very importantly in February, we will have your 
e-mail address to allow us to contact you if the event has to be cancelled due to lousy weather.
   Questions: contact Bill Seymour by e-mail at admin@porschenet.com.

How to Buy or Sell a Porsche - 

Sunday February 10th, 11:00 am

AutoCross!! AutoCross!! AutoCross!! AutoCross!!

NER dates -  
NER School - March 31 (wear your woolies!)
May 19
June 30
July 28
September 21
October 5 

NCR dates -  
April 21
June 1
July 14,
August 3
September 7

Zone 1 - August 24-25 
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Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

by Marcus Collins 

 In racing its all about being in control … 

All the real estate data you need to make an informed decision! 
On the web, monthly newsletter or on your smartphone. 

 It’s the same in today’s competitive housing market … 



Dani Fleming16 Meriam St. Lexington MA 02420
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NER’s 2013 Driver Education Ground School, Sunday, February 24th @ 

10:00am, Hosted by HMS Motorsport

Ladies, gentlemen and younger drivers… if you’ve ever dreamed of driving your Porsche at speed, feeling exhilarated by its 
performance and testing your mettle, we invite you to get a leap on our upcoming track season by attending NER’s Driver 

Education Ground School on Sunday, February 24th. This is NER’s annual classroom-based introduction to our Driver Education 
(DE) program and again is being graciously hosted by Joe Marko of HMS Motorsport at HMS’s great facility in Danvers, MA. Direc-
tions can be found at www.hmsmotorsport.com.
   PCA’s Driver Education program is the most popular activity off ered by PCA, and NER’s events are especially well known to be 
among the best organized, safest and the most enjoyable and rewarding DE events in this part of the country.
   The Ground School will give you a great overview of NER’s on-track driving program. While not geared to grooming you to be-
come the next Formula 1 champion, we will discuss the fundamentals of high-performance track driving and how many of these 
techniques can be applied to improve your everyday, on-street driving. You’ll hear how to prepare for an event, how and where 
our events are held and, most of all, you’ll learn how much fun it all is. You’ll also get an informative handout to jog your memory if 
all else fails.
   Advanced registration for this highly popular event is strongly suggested. Check-in and a continental breakfast will begin at 9:30 
am, followed by our presentation from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. At the end of the program, HMS will host a pizza lunch. You’ll also 
have ample time to ask questions and see the practical and fun stuff  that HMS has to off er, including helmets, gloves, harnesses 
and other safety equipment. 
   Sure, February 24th is a Sunday in mid-winter, but before you know it your fellow Porsche fanatics will be completing laps on 
world-class tracks next spring while you're fertilizing the lawn wishing you'd taken us up on this off er.
   Who should attend? Anyone interested in learning about our 2013 Driver Education program and improving their driving.
   And remember, attending this Ground School in no way obligates you to sign up for a DE event. However, we hope you agree 
that the only way to truly experience and appreciate what you and your Porsche are capable of doing is to drive it on a road track. 
Questions? - E-mail stevegt3@porschenet.com.
   While everyone is welcome to register for NER’s 2013 Ground School, drivers participating in NER’s Driver Education events must 
be current PCA members, have a valid driver’s license and be at least 18 years old.

NER’s 2013 Driver Education Ground School at HMS Motorsport Sunday, Feb 24th @ 10am

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________      
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________                                        

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________  
Phone:_____________________________E-mail:_________________________________ 

Cost: Early registration (must be postmarked by January 31st) — $10 per person
 Late/On-site registration — $20 per person

Send check payable to NER/PCA to Steve Artick, 17 Colburn Street, Burlington MA 01803
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Hey, it’s March, it’s a beautiful day (hopefully), and you need to take off  the car cover, pull off  the trickle charger, and taste the 
open road in your Porsche. A few nice ramps on and off  Rt. 128 (be careful if it’s still a cold day on those summer tires!) and a 

couple of blasts on the highway will get you to Porsche of Burlington where you can join your fellow Porsche mates for refresh-
ments, chat and tire kicking. Sales Manager Peter Wienstroer will show us around and answer your questions about the latest 
models.
   The event starts at 1:00 pm. The address is: 62 Cambridge St., Burlington. Please RSVP at http://volunteersignup.org/T7EPE so we 
can plan for refreshments.
   Questions: contact Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com.

Porsches, Coff ee and Donuts! Presented by 

Herb Chambers Porsche of Burlington, March 24, 10AM-1PM

We did a survey and asked what you’d like in a “Tech” session. And we heard back that there actually are some people out there 
who aren’t professional mechanics with a four post lift who want to rebuild their engines. Amazing! There are actually some 

Porsche owners who would like to hear about some simple maintenance items that they can carry out in the driveway, maybe 
even without a jack! Who would have thought it? Things like changing a cabin fi lter or an air fi lter, or keeping radiators free of 
leaves, or how to jump-start your car when the battery is dead and the trunk that opens electrically is locked (guess who recently 
learned about this one!).
   Justin Becker and the rest of the folks at Auto Engineering of Lexington will be helping us learn some of the easier DIY things 
we can do with our cars. (And for those who think they are above all this, come on down anyway since you’ll get your questions 
answered even if they aren’t that simple.)
   The event starts at 11:00 am, and the address is 436 Marrett Rd., Lexington. (And in case you have something that needs done on 
your car and you can’t wait, call them at (781) 676-7700. 
   Please RSVP at http://volunteersignup.org/RCBFJ. (Very important in March — we will have your e-mail address to contact you if 
the event has to be cancelled due to lousy weather.)
   Questions: contact Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com.

Easy Fixin’s - Presented by Auto Engineering 

Saturday March 16th, 11:00 am
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Driver Education, the Ramble, Autocross, Concours, Tours, Tech Sessions, Social Events, Spontaneous Dinners, the Nor’Easter.  
Wow!  As a member of the Northeast Region PCA you can pick from a lot of diff erent activities:  lots of opportunities to meet 

your friends, learn about your car and - best of all - drive your car!  
   If you are new to NER PCA then you owe it to yourself to come to the Newcomers Meeting and learn what we have to off er.  
There will be displays, videos, presentations and a chance to ask questions of those who run each of our various activities.
   And if you aren’t a newcomer - are you really sure that you are getting all you can out of the club?  Or would you just like a 
chance to see your friends, hang out and start thinking about the 2013 driving season?
   Or maybe you’d like to come for coff ee and sandwiches and see if you can win one of the great raffl  e items?
   Or maybe you’d like to drool over some new Porsches or buy some Porsche boutique goodies?  (And will IRA have a new Cayman 
by then?)
   Now matter which of these categories you are in, you’ll want to come to the Newcomers Meeting held on Sunday April 21st 
starting with a light lunch at 12:00 pm, followed by presentations starting at 1:00 pm in Ira Porsche’s beautiful showroom and 
shop. There will be plenty to see and learn, and refreshments will be provided by our hosts at Ira Porsche.
   Please RSVP at http://volunteersignup.org/E9T7Y.  Questions?  Email Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com
   Directions: Ira Motor Group is located on Route 114 in Danvers. 
   From Route 128, take exit 25 to Route 114 West. Ira will be 1.7 miles on your right. 
   From I-95, take exit 47 to Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left.
   From Route 1, take Route 114 East. Ira will be 0.6 miles on your left. 
   See you there!

NER’s Annual Newcomer’s Meeting - Hosted by Ira Porsche in Danvers 

Sunday April 21st at Noon

Once again I’m soliciting items for another Silent Auction at the Spring Ramble, April 26-28, 2013.  This year the Ramble is to 
The Omni Mount Washington at Bretton Woods, NH and the Auction will benefi t NER’s charity, Angel Flight NE.  As you know 

Angel Flight NE is an organization of private pilots who provide free fl ights to medical institutions for patients and their families.
   If you can contribute something to be included in the Silent Auction, please contact Joyce Brinton at joyce.brinton@gmail.com.  
Some examples of popular items from past Auctions include:  automotive products and services, art works, handmade craft items, 
books, wine/food baskets, Red Sox tickets, various kinds of professional services, and coupons for all sorts of goodies.  New ideas 
are always appreciated.  If you have donated in the past, we hope you will again this year.

WANTED: Items for Silent Auction

John and Ray Paterek own the Paterek Brothers Porsche restoration shop in Chatham, NJ. Long recognized as experts in all things 
Porsche, with an emphasis on the 356, they are responsible for restoring some of the most notable Porsches in the country.

   John will join us as a guest speaker. He has served as Zone Concours chair from its inception in the early ‘80s until the mid-2000s. 
He has been a member of the National Technical Committee of PCA since the committee was expanded in the late ‘80s. He was 
head judge at many national parades and has prepared a number of Porsches that have won the overall award. He has been a 
speaker at Tech Tactics (a technical presentation hosted by Zone 1) since its start in 1982. He and his wife, Donna, have shown 
Porsches at national parades, car shows throughout the country including Pebble Beach, the Louis Vitton show in NYC, Amelia 
Island, Rennsport reunions and all the zone events, plus local shows in his home Northern New Jersey region. He is well known for 
his very rare early ‘50s America Roadster, which he sold a few years ago to Peter Porsche.
   We're trying out a new venue for this event: the Elks Club in Natick, MA. We selected this location because it is centrally located 
and not far off  the Mass. Pike, and because it has a large parking lot where you can show off  your car and examine those of your 
fellow members. Oh, and it also has a very fairly priced cash bar. We will serve snacks and you can buy a beverage.
   The event starts at 11:00 am. The address is: 95 Speen St. Natick. Please RSVP at http://volunteersignup.org/FLLBL.
   Questions: contact Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com.

Guest Speaker John Paterek, Sunday May 19th at Noon

Natick Elks Club
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What is NER’s Annual Spring Ramble, aside from the obvious: the 130+ Porsches (some Ramblers drive vehicles other than 
Porsches), good friends, good food and a weekend at a top-notch resort hotel?

   You’ll arrive Friday (or earlier, at our special low rate) on your own, meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your 
social and partying activities. Then we’ll all convene at 7:00 am on Saturday in the Grand Ballroom for registration, a Continental 
Breakfast and drivers’ meeting, and be on the road by 8:45 am heading to our lunch stop via scenic back roads in NH. Following 
that respite, we’ll follow an equally fun, back-roads return to the Mt. Washington. If you prefer to get back sooner to begin your 
partying, massage, hike or whatever, simply take the direct route that we’ll supply.
   For you fi rst timers — a hearty welcome. Your registration packet will include a detailed route to and from our lunch stop (an 
excellent hot buff et at The Mountain View Grand) that Joyce and I have traveled many times revising and correcting. Unlike most 
other group tours, we drive on our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually in pods. Stop at an antique shop or photo 
op when you want and pick up the next pod coming down the road. Don’t like the pod you’re in? Pull off  and join the next pod.
   At 6:00 pm we’ll meet for cocktails and hors d’oeuvre followed by a plated dinner and more socializing on your own after dinner. 
Sunday morning we’ll have a full, hot, buff et breakfast, after which you’re on your own again to head home or stay longer and 
enjoy the resort.
   
 We’re again sponsored by the good guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.651.1316; give them a 
call for anything from an oil change to a full street to track conversion.

• Sign up early unless you’re a masochist and enjoy queues. Our room block is 140, space as available after that. 

• Friday room rate is all-inclusive room only, and applies to nights pre & post Saturday.

• Saturday rate includes room, cocktail hour hors d’oeuvre (cash bar after you’ve consumed your two freebies per person), Sat. 
night dinner (jackets for men), Sunday morning hot breakfast buff et, and all service charges, gratuities and taxes.

• The hotel will provide a historic tour of the property on both Friday & Saturday at 4:00 pm. Sign up with the Concierge.

• The waived resort fee includes free WiFi, valet parking, all fi tness centers & pools, morning coff ee & newspapers.

• The registration fee that you’ll send me with your sign-up covers Saturday Continental Breakfast and Lunch, and most costs 
incurred in organizing and running the Ramble.  

Mt. Washington Single Double

Friday  $176.31 $176.31
Saturday $295.42 $407.52
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Finally the details:

• Send in the registration fee — (this registration fee is the same as last fi ve years) — of $55 per person ($75 per person after 

March 1) with your completed entry form below. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY; IF I CANNOT READ YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS… YOU 

GET THE PICTURE! Please diff erentiate between “1” and “l,” “8” and “B,” “0” and “O,” etc. Use an e-mail address that you check 

frequently.

• Registration fees are fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through March 31, less a $25.00 fee in 
both cases. The Omni Mt. Washington reservations are cancelable with no penalty by calling them 72 hours before arrival.

• Shortly after your entry form and check are received you’ll get an e-mail from me telling you the following:
   • The process for making your reservations on-line
   • The Omni central reservations contact for off -line reservations and assistance

• DO NOT CALL THE OMNI MT WASHINGTON or OMNI CENTRAL # AND ATTEMPT TO MAKE A RESERVATION BEFORE YOUR 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT E-MAIL FROM ME — IT WILL GUM UP THE PROCESS.  

• If you do not get my acknowledgement within two weeks of mailing your registration, CONTACT ME as something has gone 
astray. I’ll be away late Jan. – early Feb., so factor that into the equation.

• Please make your reservations with The Omni Mt. Washington promptly!!

   Questions to Bruce Hauben at 978.952.8517 before 8:00 pm, or bmh993@Porschenet.com, 24/7

Sponsored by

2013 New England Ramble Registration Form - $55/person until March 1st - $75/person thereafter

*Entrant/Co-Entrant Names:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone (day - optional):        Phone (eve):

Email:

Porsche: Year/Model/Color:        License Plate #:

*Dinner Choice: Roast Chicken Breast: #___ Herbed Salmon: #___ NY Strip Steak: #____ 
Mushroom Manicotti: #___

Mail to: Bruce Hauben, 5 Apple Ridge Ln, Littleton, MA 01460
Checks Payable To: NER/PCA

Circle The Rambles You’ve Attended
‘88 The Red Lion Inn
‘89 The Black Point Inn
‘90 The Chatham Bars Inn
‘91 The Wolfeboro Inn
‘92 The Old Tavern At Grafton
‘93 The Eagle Mountain Inn
‘94 Cranwell
‘95 The Woodstock Inn
‘96 The Equinox
‘97 The Black Point Inn
‘98 The Sagamore Inn
‘99 The Wequasset Inn
‘00 Cranwell
‘01 TopNotch
‘02 Mt Washington
‘03 The Woodstock Inn
‘04 The Samoset Resort
‘05 The Sagamore Inn
‘06 Stowefl ake Resort
‘07 The Equinox
‘08 The Balsams
‘09 Otesaga
‘10 Mountain View Grand
‘11 The Equinox
‘12 The Stowe Mt. Inn

If you were on 
the ’12 Ramble 
and your 
personal data 
was correct, it 
is necessary to 
fi ll in only these 
items (*).
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

It's not too early to plan your fi rst track days for 2013, and all the rest of the track 
season with NER. May 7th is our annual Novice Day combined with a full DE for 

signed off  drivers. This will be followed on May 8th by a full DE day for all drivers. 
While it's not essential that fi rst time track drivers make this their fi rst event, it's 
certainly a good way to get started. Many of us got started in regular DE events 
without the benefi t of a Novice Day so if you're unable to join us in May, make sure 
you do give DE a try ASAP. You'll be kicking yourself wondering why you waited as 
long as you did.
   Novice Day is an opportunity to drive part of a NASCAR oval and the attached 
road course at NHMS with many other fi rst timers. Whatever pucker factor there 
may be in one's fi rst track event will be spread among the 30-40 (normal new driver 
count at this event) like-minded drivers, new friends with whom to share your con-
cerns and accomplishments.
   The day's events are still being fi nalized but will consist of classroom sessions with 
NER’s Chief of Novice Development and possibly pro-driver and coach Dennis Mac-
chio covering basic driving, driving techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives 
plus lots of time on track. Novices will be in their own run groups with experienced 
NER/PCA instructors. There will be class time before you're on track to help get you 
ready and later to answer your many questions.
   DE students with three or fewer track days are welcome to sign up for this event 
and join the Novices. Green and Yellow run group drivers with more than 3 days 
may sign up for the wait list. If we have enough instructors for an "experienced" stu-
dent run group, we will schedule that as well. INSTRUCTORS, please sign up early to 
help us manage this!!
   Solo drivers in Blue/White/Black... sign up early for our season opening, 2-day DE!
   Registration for all NER DE events opens March 1.
Visit http://www.porschenet.com/JCMS/content/view/330/140/ for our full sched-
ule. And please review the DE portion of the website for important tips, data and 
advice.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com: 
or 508-529-6127 before 8PM.
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, stanley_corbett@msn.com: or 
774-275-1621 before 9PM.
Registration Opens March 1, 2013 at www.clubregistration.net
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194 & 200 Pond Road, Wellesley $8,950,000
Exquisite Georgian Colonial on coveted scenic Pond Road majestically set on 11+ secluded 
acres 1 mile from Wellesley Center. Magnificent 10,000+ sq. ft. brick residence decorated by 
nationally awarded interior designers. Appointed with unparalleled custom detail and quality 
of construction. Grand 2-story reception foyer with bridal staircase. Formal and informal 
rooms overlook impeccable grounds, pool, tennis court and putting green. Five en-suite 
bedrooms and separate 2-bedroom au-pair apartment. Includes buildable 1.74 acre lot. 

Office: (781) 237-9090 x330
Jill@jillboudreau.com | Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com

71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

www.NewEnglandMoves.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

Majestic Georgian Colonial

JILL BOUDREAU, PREVIEWS PROPERTY SPECIALIST

REALTOR, ABR, ASP

Direct: (617) 460-3787    www.jillboudreau.com

Unparalled Service  Unique Experience  Fresh Insight

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. 
Expect More.
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What is Drivers Education? 
Copy by Stan Corbett

There are two ways to answer the question.
   From a technical perspective, Drivers Education (DE) is a 

program developed by the PCA to give drivers the opportu-
nity to learn how to drive their cars on real racetracks in a safe, 
controlled and fun environment. Typical DE events are run 
over 1, 2 or 3 days. Drivers are assigned to one of four or fi ve 
run groups divided by experience and skill level. Each day is 
separated into four sets of run groups so all drivers are on track 
4 times per day for 20 to 30 minutes each time. To ensure maxi-
mum safety and fun you’re placed in a run group with other 
drivers with similar experience and skill levels. In the begin-
ner and novice (student) groups, drivers are accompanied by 
PCA trained and certifi ed instructors who will teach you high 
performance driving techniques and fundamentals. DE driving 
is not racing or even preparation for racing. The events are not 
timed and there are no prizes. Prescribed passing zones and 

rules and codes of conduct add to the safe environment. 
   From an enthusiasts perspective, DE can easily become a 
lifestyle throughout the summer and in fact year ‘round. Wak-
ing moments are spent at the track, or thinking about the next 
time there. We live for the rush of adrenaline that comes from 
moments like touching 150 mph just before jumping on the 
brakes at the “bus stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing the car to 
drift out to the turn-in at the end of the front straight before 
powering over a blind cresting apex at Mont Tremblant. Just as 
importantly, highpoints of seasons at DE events include laugh-
ing with new and old friends over the events of the day, or in-
structors sharing what they’ve learned and watching the smile 
of new students as they discover what they and the car are 
really capable of. Yes - some of us are DE addicts. Others attend 
only a few a days a year, and enjoy building their competency 
and letting the car do what it was built to do.
   For this 2013 season we’ve lined up some great tracks and 
events; fi ve diff erent tracks as you’ll see below, including two 
favorites in Canada and weekends at Calabogie and WGI. 

continued next page
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2013 Driver Education Schedule – Overview
For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 
Event Dates Days  Track   Host Registration  Pricing*
        Open Date Inst Solo Student 
April 13-14  Sat/Sun  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 
May 7-8   Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
May 27-28  Mon/Tues New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 
June 10-11 Mon/Tues Limerock Park (LRP) NCR See NCR  $150 $400 $400 
July 8-10 Mon/T/Wed Mt Tremblant (LCMT) NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595 
July 12-14 Fri/Sat/Sun Calabogie (CMP)  NER Mar 1  $275 $495 $585 
Aug 6-7   Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
Aug 23-25 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER  Mar 1  $270 $495 $570 
Oct 10-11 Thur/Fri  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 

*Pricing for the 2013 DE season has not been fi nalized as this goes to print and is subject to change. 

NOTE: Instructors are no charge (N/C) for NHMS provided they register 21 days or more in advance. Instructor registration less 
than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. Instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of events at other 
tracks will be charged an extra $25 per day

Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER)    North Country Region (NCR)  Tracks
www.porschenet.com   www.ncr-pca.org    NHMS – www.nhms.com 
          CMP – www.calabogiemotorsports.com 
Registrar    Registrar    LCMT – www.lecircuit.com 
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127  John Lussier - 802-728-4457  WGI – www.theglen.com 
         cell 802-272-6770  LRP – www.limerock.com 

Track Chair    Track Chair   
Stan Corbett – 774-275-1621  Mark Watson - 603-488-5405
          cell 603-854-0643

Event Registration Site   Event Registration Site  
www.clubregistration.net   www.motorsportreg.com 

   DE is a diff erent experience for everyone. You’ve got to try it. 
The only critical components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our web site, you’ll fi nd lots 
of information and helpful ideas. Hope to see you at the track.
   What’s new or continuing for 2013?

   Lots of Days, Lots of Tracks, Lots More Fun:
   This year we have once again organized a coordinated cal-
endar between the Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) 
regions of the PCA. These coordinated events provide the 
dedicated DE enthusiast the chance for 21 days of driving on 
fi ve diff erent circuits; including a return to Limerock Park. In 
answer to many requests, we have 3 weekend events in 2013; 
one hosted by NCR at our home track in Loudon, New
 Hampshire Motor Speedway (NHMS) with 10 total days there; 
a 3-day weekend event at Calabogie in Canada; and a 3-day 
weekend event at Watkins Glen in New York. Our signature 

event at Canada's Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant (LCMT), July 8-10, 
is once again during the free Mt. Tremblant Blues Festival, mak-
ing it a great opportunity for a family outing. And that event 
is immediately followed by a 3-day event also in Canada at 
Calabogie Motorsports Park, July 12-14 with the 11th set aside 
for travelling from LCMT, approximately a 3 hour drive.
   DE Rebate Program:

   This year we will continue the rebate program that we started 
in 2012. Drivers attending three or more of NER’s DE events will 
qualify for a rebate.  The more events you attend, the better 
the rebate. Drivers attending three events receive a 5% rebate, 
four events a 7.5% rebate and those attending all fi ve NER DE 
events earn a 10% rebate. Participation in the rebate program 
requires no additional eff ort on your part, no receipts to save 
or forms  to submit, and will be paid out automatically after 
our fi nal DE event in August.  

continued from previous page

continued next page
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continued from previous page

For those new to DE:

   2013 will feature our annual Novice Day as part of our fi rst 
event of the season. The event will be held at NHMS (a short, 
one-hour drive north of Boston) on May 7th, the fi rst day of 
our May 7-8 DE event and will be hosted by NER. The Novice 
Program will include special classroom sessions with NER's 
Chief of Novice Development, possibly joined by pro-driver 
and coach Dennis Macchio, covering basic driving, driving 
techniques, terms, fundamentals and objectives. In addition, 
the Novice Program will include a number of on-track driving 
sessions with experienced NER/NCR PCA instructors. Note: 
While details are still being worked out, the plan is for the 
Novice Program on May7th to be focused on true Novices. 
Since registration numbers are obviously unknown, fi rst time 
DE participants will be admitted fi rst, followed by Green run 
group drivers with three or fewer track days experience, and 
a wait list will be established for more experienced Green and 
Yellow run group drivers who will be admitted if there are 
more instructors than required for the Novice group. Solo driv-
ers in the Blue, White and Black run groups may register for the 
May 7-8th event and participate in a normal DE day both days.
No more paper… save the planet!
   NER is continuing our policy of not accepting paper registra-
tions. To register for any event hosted by NER you will need to 
do so online at clubregistration.net. Once you have created 
an account and profi le with clubregistration.net it is a quick, 
simple process to sign up for an event, and electronic payment 
is available. You will, however, still be able to send a check by 
‘snail’ mail if you prefer. See our web site for details. For NCR 
hosted events go to their website and their registration site.
Watch the NER Web Site
   While we email information to registered drivers the web site 
should be checked periodically for new and updated informa-
tion. For example the rates and reservation information for the 
Mont Tremblant hotels with which we negotiate special rates 
will be posted on the web site at the "DE Event Information" 
page.
   Registration Process 

   How to register:

   The coordination of the two regions’ schedules means two 
diff erent websites for registration, one for NER events and 
another for NCR events. On the event calendar you will notice 
the host region is identifi ed. Although both regions cooperate 
with each other, it is the host region that handles registration. 
All rules and policies are consistent regardless of host region. 
The host region’s registration web site will be the only point 
of registration for the events they are hosting. This means, for 
example, for the May 7-8th Novice Day and DE event you must 
go to NER’s registration website and for the NCR DE events at 
New Hampshire and Lime Rock Park you must go to NCR’s (the 
host’s) registration web site to register.
   Each region may also require you to establish your creden-

tials as a driver, and give details of your car before you are able 
to register for an event. Both regions have similar policies and 
requirements though the registration web sites may have dif-
ferences in formats. In all cases setting up your profi le with the 
registration website should be a one-time aff air unless your 
vehicle and/or other profi le items change. After you have pro-
vided your details to each registration site, you will be able to 
log in and will be automatically remembered. For our returning 
drivers, be sure to update your profi le including driving history, 
car info if you change or add cars AND keep your email address 
current! The last is particularly important as we use the registra-
tion site to send information to drivers via email.
   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd contact details and web 
addresses for each of the regions. If you have any issues with 
registering either yourself as a driver or for any particular event, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of us.
   When to register:

   In most cases registration for all NER events opens on March 
1, 2013.
   As a general word of warning, be aware that both regions 
accept entries on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year (as a 
result of the coordinated calendar) there will be much greater 
demand for most events; we fully expect that some will be 
sold out very early. Although you cannot register before the 
registration opening day, we strongly suggest you register as 
early as possible after March 1 to avoid disappointment. This is 
particularly important for the Green & Yellow student groups 
as the number admitted to any event is dependent upon the 
number of instructors signing up. Instructors tend to be late in 
registering; so Student drivers, sign up early. It's also particu-
larly important for the Mt. Tremblant event, July 8-10, as only 
30 cars are allowed on the track at any time (a maximum of 150 
cars for the event).
   Other important information about registration:

   Though NER and NCR are entirely separate and distinct re-
gions, we’ve done our best to coordinate our policies and pro-
cedures to make the DE season as seamless as possible. Even 
so, please familiarize yourself with the host region's policies 
and protocols by reading the host region’s policies as found on 
their individual web sites. Do not assume the rules you are ac-
customed to with your home region will be the same as those 
of other regions. Your standard operating procedure should be 
to check the DE pages of any region's event you are attending 
far enough in advance to allow compliance with their policies; 
AND those may change from year to year.
   A few registration caveats:
   Registration closes 2 weeks prior to an event:

   Signing up for an event without paying is not a full registra-
tion. Until your payment is received, either by check or 
electronically, you are NOT registered and a space will not be 
held for you in the event. If you pay after the 2-week cut-off  or 
at the event with permission of the registrar, you may be sub-

continued next page
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ject to a $50/day or $100/event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the entire 1, 2, or 3 days 
of the event. A driver wishing to register for fewer days than 
the entire event may have to pay a surcharge ($25/day) and 
should check fi rst with the registrar.
Instructors are urged to register early to allow us to admit as 
many student drivers as possible.
   If Instructors register within 2 weeks of an event, they will 
pay an additional $25/day beyond the Instructor rate. In the 
case of NHMS events that period is 21 days prior to the event 
and the charge is $75/day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the discretion of the Track 
Chair, Registrar and/or Chief Instructor and may be modifi ed 
depending on the individual circumstances of an event.
Who can drive in a PCA Driver Education event?
   NER & NCR have the same basic requirements:
- You must be 18 years or older
- You must be a currently licensed driver
- You must not be under the infl uence of drowsiness-inducing 
or mind altering substances (prescribed or not) prior to or dur-
ing the event.
- You must be a member of PCA or other recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements go to 
www.porschenet.com
   What can you drive at a PCA Driver Education event?

   Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle (excluding trac-
tors, because they don’t have seat belts). NER also accepts any 
non-Porsche driven by a PCA member, or member of another 
car club recognized by NER. NCR has agreed to conform to the 
above at our shared events. If in doubt, contact NCR’s registrar 
de-register@ncr-pca.org.
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is ’as delivered‘ and is 
currently in good, safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. Depending on the host’s 
specifi c rulings, the same can be said of most cars produced 
by other makers. The only consistent exceptions are:
   All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) 
must be equipped with a roll bar.
   Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be required to modify 
the mountings of, or install, seat belts. Host web sites will give 
details of requirements and should be checked periodically 
to stay current with any changes. All vehicles are required to 
have at least 3-point seat belts.
   For vehicles modifi ed from original specifi cation, please 
check your host’s web site for requirements. Most importantly, 
check for specifi c details regarding the installation of racing 
harnesses, racing seats and the need for equal restraints on 
both passenger and driver seats. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may not be 
acceptable. Check the web sites and READ your registration 
acknowledgements.

   What else is needed?

   Both regions will require that your vehicle be given a pre-
track Technical Inspection by a PCA-recognized Inspector. 
These inspections must be undertaken prior to arrival at the 
event and are intended primarily to ensure the safety and 
track-worthiness of your vehicle. Details of these inspections 
along with downloadable NER and NCR tech forms and a list of 
recognized inspectors can be found at each of the host regions’ 
web sites. Each host region will have slightly diff erent forms 
and requirements, but each will accept the host region’s “Tech” 
form signed and stamped by another region’s registered tech 
inspector. Please be aware, however, that technical inspec-
tion does not negate the vehicle’s driver/owner responsibility 
for the vehicle to be safe and in compliance with all PCA, host 
region and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require that you wear a 

helmet while on the track. Both host regions require that these 
helmets meet at least the SA2005, SA2010, M2005 or M2010. 
In addition NER will also allow K2005 and K2010 helmets. In all 
cases SA ratings are strongly recommended for their fi re safety 
qualities. Helmet certifi cations occur every 5 years and are valid 
in PCA events for 10 years, so an SA2005 or M2005 (or K2005) 
helmet will only be valid for three more years.
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this year, the NER Track Com-
mittee strongly recommends that you get a closed-face SA-
rated helmet for the additional safety it aff ords.
   While NER does not require that your car be equipped with a 
fi re extinguisher, NER does strongly recommend it. You should 
be aware, however, that most regions still do require a 2-½ lb 
(minimum) class BC or ABC fi re extinguisher be mounted in a 
metal bracket and bolted to a metal surface although some 
regions allow a one-time exemption from this requirement 
for the fi rst event a driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region's requirements.
In summary:
   Identify who is hosting the event or events you wish to enter.
   Go to the host’s web site and locate links to Driver Education.
   Go to their registration site and register for events.
   Pay online or forward a check to the host region.
   Have a fi re extinguisher installed in your car (if that is required 
by the host region).
   Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets or exceeds SA2005 or 
M2005 (or K2005).
   Download a tech inspection form a couple of weeks before 
the event.
   Locate a nearby tech inspector from your home region’s web 
site.
   Have your car inspected and keep the tech form, as you will 
need it at the event.
   Read the articles on what to expect and what to bring that 
appear on our web site.
   Come to the track and have fun!

continued from previous page
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Mercedes. (A.Ross).

Copy by Margo Otey, photos as noted.

Aston Martin Dealer Visit

Why would a Porsche club want to host an event at 
an Aston Martin/Lotus dealer? Given that it was a 
sell-out, apparently there are lots of curious Porsche 

owners interested in exploring Aston Martin & Lotus Motors-
ports in Waltham. And, as it turns out, there is a lot more going 
on there than just English motorcars.
   Although this was billed as a “tech session,” it was more like 
orientation day at an Ivy League school — and it was a full 
house. The luxury auto showroom was fi lled with NER club 
members admiring cars from Aston Martin, Lotus, and an array 
of other premier brands.
   Stephen Oldford, the friendly and versatile Service Director, 
acted as our guide. Steve explained the service philosophy; 
“We are the fi rst appointed Aston Martin Heritage Special-
ist in North America because of our experience with these 
vintage cars. We also specialize in servicing Ferrari, Maserati 
and Porsche. We work on Porsche 356s, all the way up to late-
model Porsches.”
   Owner Steve Serio elaborated his business philosophy — not 
only to be the only Aston Martin and Lotus authorized dealer 
in the area, but also to act as a boutique for owners and collec-
tors of specialty marques. Steve can help you fi nd a unique car, 
sell your sports car and trade up, or create a concours winner. 
The success of this emphasis on relationship building between 
shop and collector was demonstrated by Steve’s client, Elliott 
Hillback, who spoke about his experience as a car collector.
   Elliott had his credentials parked out front — a Mercedes 
SLS AMG Gullwing. A serious car guy with an irreverent sense 
of humor, Elliott described the value Steve Serio and Steve Old-
ford brought to the care and maintenance of his collection — 
important because Elliott believes cars are meant to move, not 
to exist as stationary art objects. 
   “You don’t save your girl for the next guy, and you shouldn’t 
save your car for the next driver,” Elliott joked. Although his 
collection contains investment quality vehicles, Elliott prides 
himself on the fact that all are driven. 
   The tour proceeded from the showroom to the garage, with 
its compellingly aromatic mixture of Aston Martin, Lotus, Fer-
rari, Porsche, and more. After viewing the vehicles undergoing 
winter repairs, we took the car elevator up to the 3rd level to 
look at those in winter storage. It was interesting to see license 
plates from distant states — a tribute to how far owners will go 
to fi nd a shop they can rely upon.
   Like sleeping beauties, each car is kept tethered to a battery 
tender, and lovingly wrapped in light plastic until the prom-
ise of salt-free roads calls them back to duty. Seeing all those 
beautiful cars makes it hard to wait for the kiss of spring to call 
their motors back to life!

Inside the shop (A.Ross). 

Beautiful (A.Ross).

continued next page
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Tearing up the dance fl oor.

The interior of the Lambo. What do you think of all those switches? (A.Ross)

continued from previous page

Lambo GT  (A.Ross).

Marcus is having a good time (A.Ross).  

continued next page
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continued next page

The crowd assembles to hearthe Steves. (A.Ross) 

continued from previous page

Speedseter (M. Engelberg). 
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Margo checks out the Lambo (M. Engelberg)

continued next page

Brand, spakin’ new. (A.Ross)Indeeed. I met him! (A.Ross)

The Steves take the stage. (A.Ross) 
Bond. james Bond (A.Ross). 

Lots of variety in the shop (A.Ross). 

continued from previous page
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Continued next page

Silver. (M. Engelberg)

continued from previous page

Elliott Hillback tells his story. (M. Engelberg) 

Michael tries one on for size (A.Ross).

White Beauty (M. Engelberg).
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Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287

continued from previous page

We found all sorts of things upstairs (M. Engelberg).

The Jaaaaag dahhhhhling.  (M. Engelberg)

Cacoons (R. Viard). 

Brakes as beautiful as the car (R. Viard). 

Margo and friend hangin’ with the NOR’EASTER (M. Engelberg).



N O R E A S T E Rpage 36

It takes half a brain to buy a Porsche!  Let me be more spe-
cifi c.  It takes half a brain, 15 brain surgeries (13 emergency), 
over $50,000 raised for charity, a 75 mile daily commute 

and an approaching birthday.  Let me explain.  It was October 
2009, I was approaching my 35th birthday, I had 2 kids (ages 5 
and 2), and I was commuting from Shirley to Kendall Square.  
We had just passed the four year anniversary of our son Tyler’s 
fi rst brain surgery and I was mentally beaten and battered 
from the fi rst 5 years of his life.  In late July 2004, when Tyler 
was 3 weeks old we went in for what we thought was a routine 
EEG.  In what felt like the time it takes to get around Lime Rock 
we were admitted to 9 North at Children’s Hospital Boston 
with an epilepsy diagnosis and no idea about how intense it 
was about to get.  
   Fast forward to October 19th, 2005, it was 6 AM and we had 
just arrived at Children’s Hospital Boston for the longest day 
of our life. It entailed major brain surgery.   For 15 months we 
tried everything and for 15 months Tyler had seizures every 
single day, a lot of them.   This surgery was our last chance to 
stop them.  A top neurosurgeon at Children’s removed the 
entire right hemisphere of Tyler’s brain that day, changing his 
life and ours forever and for the better.  
   As we all know, all journeys are not without bumps and from 
that October day in 2005 to an October day in 2009 when I 
was test driving the 2002 Boxster S that I would eventually 
buy, our road was about as bumpy as the autocross track at 
the Orange airport or those turtles on the long straightaway 
at The Glen.  By this time Tyler developed the need for a shunt 
to deal with the excess spinal fl uid in his brain cavity and had 
had 15 surgeries to either place or revise the shunt.   About 13 
of them were emergency surgeries.  The kind of emergency 
surgery that jumps to the front of the line.  
   My wife and I didn’t do ourselves any favors at reducing our 
stress either when we decided to turn our hemispherectomy 
experience in 2005 into a charity in 2006.  It wasn’t enough 
that we had a 17 month old with half a brain and a shunt in his 
head, we started a charity to help other families on 9 North at 
Children’s who weren’t blessed with the support we received.      
Tyler Foundation (www.tylerfoundation.org) started raising 
money in 2007 and by October 2009 we had run a successful 
golf tournament and were a couple weeks removed from an 
even more successful fundraising dinner.  We had started an 
endowment at Children’s, and had begun helping families with 
bills utilizing funds that we didn’t use for the endowment.  
We had been given a lot of responsibility and took on more.  
We were tired and we were stressed and I was sick of com-
muting to work and to Children’s.  None of that was going to 
change, but it could be improved.  A call to Dave Maynard at 
European Locators set the wheels in motion.  He was consign-
ing a 2002 red Boxster S with 37,000 miles and I was going to 
test drive it.
   Driving that Boxster S made me feel alive.  It put a smile on 

my face and it made my stress calm with every shift.  I wanted 
this car, but was going to buy it?   I felt guilty.  I had met families 
that had trouble paying insurance bills and utilities and I was 
looking to buy a Porsche?  In addition, my wife and I always 
gave to our charity in both time and money and never took a 
stipend and I didn’t want donors to think I was using money to 
buy a toy.  In the end, people I trust convinced me it was okay 
and I bought the Boxster S.   I have not regretted it any day for 
the last 3 years that I have owned it.  It is a great stress reliever.  
It’s yoga on wheels.  Driving down route 2 in Lexington, top 
down, a few days after a Children’s Hospital overnight, that’s 
how I spell R-E-L-I-E-F.    

Copy & photo by Erik Plotkin.
It Takes Half a Brain to Buy a Porsche

Tyler and the Boxster. 
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continued next page

My good friend, Mike Kerouac, has been after me to 
relate my Porsche experiences in THE NOR’EASTER. 
Though I cannot possibly match the prose of a 

Kerouac, I shall try to relate how I got into Porsche and thus 
became manic obsessive like all of you.
   This article is the fi rst of three parts:
   Part 1 — Beginnings
   Part 2 — The Trip to Luigi Chinetti’s Dealership
   Part 3 — Back in the Saddle
   My fi rst recollection of my affi  nity for the automobile was 
being able to tell a Buick from a Ford on the Maine Turnpike in 
late ‘50s. I recall my parents being amazed that I could tell the 
diff erence at age 6, as we made our way to the family home-
stead in Freeport each summer.
   For me, the ’fever‘ came when a guy named Edwin Aldrin 
(and his family) moved into the house next door in North Sci-
tuate. He was going to MIT for his Doctorate in something to 
do with this new Astronaut program. I regarded him as Super-
man; he would ’walk‘ on his hands around his yard. He would 
shoot rockets off  “Big Rock” at the end of the street. The mice 
inside would live through it somehow.
   He would upset my mother when he would go borrow a jet 
at So. Weymouth Naval Air Station on Saturdays and fl y at a 
low altitude over our neighborhood. The china cabinet was 
never the same, as dishes would shake off  the shelf. People in 
the neighborhood called him “Buzz.” Now you know why!
   He was the second man on the moon and he was one of the 
designers of the lunar module, as well as the fi rst to pilot it. He 
was “Dude” before there was a “Dude”…
   Why is all this important? In the fair weather, he would drive 
his Triumph TR3 to MIT. A bunch of us would wait at the bot-
tom of the street for him to come home. He would let us sit up 
in the back of the TR3 with the top down! This ride seemed to 
last forever as the wind blew in our faces and Buzz ran through 
the gears. I was eight years old at the time and the ’fever‘ be-
came permanent. I had to have one of these when I grew up. 
Aviator shades, the whole bit; I wanted to be like Buzz!
Dave Dinger Ford
I worked from age 12 to age 17 with one purpose in mind: 
buying a new sports car! I would read Sports Car Graphic and 
dream, following in love with it all. I followed Can-Am, Trans-
Am, Formula 1 and Indy, quickly becoming enamored with 
Ford and Carroll Shelby. Parnelli Jones, Mario Andretti, Jim 
Clark, Bruce McLaren — they were all heroes.
   In August of 1970, I had fi nally had saved up $4,000. My 
Father took me to Dave Dinger Ford in Braintree. I scoped out a 
1970 Mustang Boss 302, complete with Hurst T-bar shifter! The 
price was $3,600, so I was set! Then, I ’discovered‘ the wonder 
of automobile insurance. In 1970, they wanted $800 to insure 
me at age 17 (this is like $8K in today’s dollars). You must 
forgive the editorial comment here, but to this day I regard 
Insurance people as white-collar criminals.

Copy by Dan Sullivan

Porsche Power — One Person’s Tale of Quest, 
Conquest and Glory: Beginnings

   So, I had to dial down the Boss 302 Mustang to a 1970 
Mustang Mach 1: Grabber Blue, with Hurst T-bar for $3,200. My 
Father said he would cover the excise tax, another thing about 
which I had no idea. The ’sound system‘ in this 351 cu. in./300 
bhp machine was an AM radio with an 8-track tape player! 
Psyched, I was all set for life! Then, two years later, I made the 
fatal error.
Autohaus Cohasset MA
Long story short, my future wife, Sally, has a sister named Gale. 
She dated the brother of the one of the owners of Autohaus in 
Cohasset. His name was Gerry Guarino. Back in 1972, Autohaus 
was the Ferrari and Porsche dealer in New England, and they 
had some really cool cars, as I soon found out. So, it happened 
to me that I did what I now advise non-Porsche people to 
never do: do not drive a Porsche unless you are prepared to 
buy one… and so it went down…
   One day, I went to Autohaus with Gerry and I drove a 1960 
356B Cabriolet that was for sale. Done, toast, caput went the 
Mach 1; I had to have this car.
   When I informed my father of my plans, he commented… 
let me get this straight, “You have the car you always wanted, 
bought brand new and everything you need. Your words, not 
mine. Now you want to sell it and buy a car that was new when 
you were eight years old. Are you all right?”
   I bought the 356. Sold my Mustang to my sister, I did! Joined 
PCA, had the PCA badge on the grille, member number TBD, 
as I need to fi nd the old Porsche Panoramas (I saved them all). 
(I probably should get ’service time‘ credit here, as I re-joined 
PCA in 2004, but more on that in Part 3.)
   Note the long hair and the authentic “Austin Powers” jacket! 
This photo was taken in March of 1973. I was 20. Here are the 
specs:
      1960 Porsche 356B Cabriolet
      Exterior: Porsche Color Code 6210, Smyrna Green (similar to 
a British Racing Green)
      Interior: Tan leather throughout: dash, doors, seats…
      Top: Tan top
      Engine: 1600N  (67 bhp, a long way from the 300 bhp I had 
been driving); Fritz, co-owner of Autohaus, called the 1600N 
(N for Normal) the “Mother.” The 1600N was the basic building 
block for the 1600S and the Super 90 to come…
      Sound system: Becker Europa Radio (I had a 12-volt con-
verter installed); awesome sounds!!
      Performance: Top speed of 100 mph in 1960, and I went 100 
mph often
      Note: The driver’s mirror was not stock; it was less costly 
than an original I had priced from Stoddard and it worked...
   In January of 1973, I showed up on the campus of Bryant 
College (now Bryant University) with my Porsche. I would 
drive this car all year round, as my lone automobile, it served 
me well. I add Koni shocks, Michelin XAS tires and an ANSA 



N O R E A S T E Rpage 38

musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 

 South Windsor, CT 06074

phone: 860.291.9415 
fax: 860.291.9416

Service  Parts  Tuning 

Fabrication  Modification

911/944/986/996/997/GT3  

Engine & Transmission  

Rebuilding

Brake Pads

(low cost shipping)

Call the experts.

    Quality. Performance.

on the road 
      or on the track...

continued from previous page

exhaust later in 1974. I am still a ’year-rounder,’ as I drive my 
Boxster when the roads are dry and clear in the winter season. 
After all, a Porsche is made for driving!
   In the fall of 1973, I was amazed to discover that my college 
buddies caught ’the fever’ too; they drove my car, so each of 
them also had to have one! (Remember the rule mentioned 
above?)
   Here’s the roster of the group’s Porsches in the fall of 1974:
   Dan Sullivan 1960 356B Cabriolet (replaced a 1970 Mus-
tang Mach 1)
   Tom Dindy 1967 912 Sunroof Coupe
   Doug Guarino 1965 356C Coupe
   Gerry Guarino 1968 912 Sunroof Coupe
   Lloyd Kraus 1960 356B Sunroof Coupe 1600S (replaced a 
1963 split-window Corvette)
   Jay Gregory 1968 912 Coupe
   Jeff  (Mad Dog) Mills 1973 914 (replaced a 1969 Mustang 
Mach 1)
   We cruised to Ithaca, UMass Amherst, Manhattan, Brown, 
Middlebury College and beyond, long hair fl ying, traveling in a 
Porsche pack! These were the days of yore!
   Fun factoid: back then, a college would show movies weekly. 
Naturally, we lobbied the student council for LeMans!  
   There wasn’t a person on campus who did not know us, espe-
cially Campus Security!
   At 20, we all had no idea that it would never get any better 
than this, though we suspected something was up with having 
so much fun, so early in life.
   Next up: Part 2 — The Trip to Luigi Chinetti’s dealership. This 
Ferrari dealership was located in CT, where we were to bring 
back some incredible machines to Autohaus. Chinetti was the 
offi  cial U.S. importer of Ferrari in the U.S. from the 1950s until 
1979. 
   Until next time…
   Cheers,
   Dan Sullivan
   Plymouth MA
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Around the Cones-  continued from page 13
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porschenorwell.com
(877) PORSCHE
59 Pond Street | Norwell, MA 02061

“It takes a Village...Village Automotive Group”

Make your commute exhilarating.

Other exceptional cars to get your heart racing:

‘09 Cayman  White / Black

‘09 Carrera Coupe  Silver Certified

‘11 Panamera 4  Black / Black

‘12 991 Carrera S Coupe GT  Silver / Black  

‘12 Panamera S Hybrid  Carbon / Black

‘08 Cayenne S  Black / Black

‘11 Cayenne Turbo  Black / Black

‘13 Cayenne Diesel  Only 7,180 miles!

‘09 911 Carrera Cabriolet  Black / Black

‘09 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet  Black / Black

Black / Black Leather, 6 Speed, 
Bose Surround Sound, Trouble Free!

Only 7,239 miles!  

$46,490  stk# P5051 

Black / Black & Sand, Full Leather, 
6 Speed, AWD.

Scalding Hot! 
$79,980  stk# P5108C 

Black / Black, AWD, High 
Performance Practicality. 

Rare 4S! 

$73,980  stk# P5159 

This year, resolve to

These deals won't last!

Black / Black AWD High

2010 Panamera 4S202007 911 Turbo  

Black / Black Leather, 6 Speed, Bla

2011 Boxster  
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this term to name his green, depraved-looking character with 
bulging, bloodshot eyes, an oversize mouth full of teeth, and a 
red T-shirt with yellow “R.F.” on it, the term had started to pass 
into more general usage. For those of you who can claim to be 
part of the younger crowd, this ‘Kultural’ icon is presented for 
your edifi cation with permission from the Estate of Ed Roth. 
If you’re interested in more on Ed “Big Daddy” Roth and the 
Hot Rod/Kustom Kulture scene, check out the offi  cial web site: 
http://www.ratfi nk.com. 
   Sincerely, Stan

Don’t Lift-  continued from page 14

Rat Fink.
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Enhancing MOTORing Skills  continued from page 8

outside of the tire and compare it to the inner portion of the 
tire. As a general rule, most Porsches will wear the rear tire 
faster than the fronts and the insides more than the outsides. 
Also carefully run the palm of your hand around a section of 
the tire tread. Note any irregularity in the surface. There should 
be little if any scalloping to the tread surface of the tire. 
   Check all of the lights

   This seems simple but it is more important than ever. For 
years all Porsches used the same bulbs and fuses as every 
other car you passed. Today, that is no longer the case. Many of 
the bulbs your car uses are exclusive to the car, or at least the 
marquee. 
Some are only available from a specialty supplier or even less 
conveniently, a Porsche dealer. Besides making a long drive 
home in the dark less pleasant, a light being out is a very 
depressing way to get detained, especially when you “were not 
doing anything wrong….HONEST!”
   Top off  all of the fl uids.

   This seems pretty obvious I know, but humor me. If the oil is 
low, that is not ideal, but it’s not the end of the world. The ques-
tion is, do you have the correct Porsche approved oil on hand 
to top it off ? Perhaps next time you are in for a minor service 
you should purchase an extra liter or two of that special elixir to 
avoid this dilemma. 
   The washer fl uid is easy enough, but what if the coolant, 
power steering fl uid or brake fl uid levels are low? Well, these 
are what are referred to as closed systems. This means that they 
should not consume any fl uid. The brake fl uid level in the reser-
voir will drop a bit as the pads wear, this is normal. If however it 
should ever go below the low-level mark, or the low fl uid level 
light should come on, the car (or SUV) should not be driven 
until the cause for fl uid loss is isolated and remedied. 
   If the power steering fl uid or coolant level drops, that would 
indicate a leak. These systems will not tolerate low fl uid levels. 
Low power steering fl uid will impact (no pun intended) the 
stability and safety of the vehicle and can also cause irreparable 
damage to the power steering rack and/or pump (both pretty 
pricey bits I might add). Low coolant level MAY be indicated by 
a fl ashing light in the engine temperature gauge when the car 
is fi rst started if your vehicle is so equipped. Excessively high 
engine temps can potentially cause serious (read terminal) 
damage to your engine. Also worth mentioning, the tempera-
ture gauge is NOT necessarily accurate if the sending unit in 
the engine is not fully submerged in coolant. The point being, 
if the coolant is low, it is conceivable that the gauge will display 
a lower temperature than the engine is actually operating at. 
(Pretty scary huh?) One more tip while we’re on the subject of 
low coolant… Should the heater seem to be less eff ective or 
intermittent on occasion, this could also be an indication of the 
coolant being low. This is attributable to those very thoughtful 
German engineers who have cleverly designed the car such 
that the heater core will starve for coolant before the radia-

tors do. Hey, who cares about the driver being cold after all? 
However the PASSENGER, now that’s a diff erent story entirely. 
Please remember that your cooling system is under pressure, or 
at least it is supposed to be. NEVER open the reservoir cap if the 
engine is hot or ever warm. The coolant level should only be 
topped off  when the engine is cold. 
   Confi rm the quality of the wiper blades and the washer 

function.

   I know the factory wiper blades are not inexpensive, but they 
work very well and last longer than any aftermarket ones. As-
tute owners might notice the unique aerodynamic qualities of 
the wiper blades on many modern Porsches. They incorporate 
a wing like defl ector component that helps to keep the blade in 
constant contact with the windshield at higher speeds.  
   Check the battery fl uid level periodically.  

   By the way, this is one that is very often overlooked. Extreme 
caution needs to be exercised here, battery acid is just that. 
Please consult your owner’s manual regarding proper safety 
precautions and recommended topping off  procedures. Con-
sider replacing the battery if it is over 5 years old, particularly if 
the battery has ever been severely discharged.
   Perform a thorough visual inspection of the entire vehicle 

including the underside.

   Pay particular attention to anything loose or hanging down 
under the car. With water cooled cars, carefully examine the 
front bumper area. The radiators are located just inside the 
bumper and are very prone to damage if there is any impact. 
The radiators are very fragile and any trauma can cause them to 
leak, often a short while after being bumped.
   Ah, on second thought, perhaps we should revise that de-
scription as a “not so sweet” smell.
   Operate all of the climate control system functions. 

   Be sure the front and rear defrosters are working correctly. AC 
is luxury, defrost on the other hand, is a safety requirement.
   Confi rm the headlights and fog lamps are working well. 

   If the headlights seem less eff ective it is possible that they 
need to be adjusted.
   When driving, pay particular attention to the noise/vibra-

tion level within the cabin.     
   While cruising along at low speed (35mph) on a straight road, 
use the steering wheel to lean the car from left to right gently. 
Listen for any change in the noise level. This is very eff ective in 
exposing even the slightest wheel bearing and tire problems. 
   Clean the windows, especially the insides. 

   They always seem fi ne during the day, but when the sun goes 
down and there is a bit of humidity in the air they are suddenly 
opaque. 
   I recall the evening I fi rst drove the only new car I have ever 
purchased. The windshield was not only immaculate, but new. 
No pits or sandblasting, just crystal clear nothingness.  Impres-
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break loose from lifts, scoured for transmissions through seven 
junkyards all over the northeast, that then come within mil-
limeters of not linking up. Yes, transmissions; yes, more than 
once! Days, and days, and days in a paint booth, sanding, and 
washing, and sanding, and washing. Broken knuckles, fi ngers, 
toes, bruises, bumps and stitches, many  trips to the emer-
gency room — hard. It may seem trivial to you, but life without 
fi ngerprints is really weird. There’s no feeling in your fi ngertips 
until they grow back. Yup! Fire and skin… not a good mix! 
   Then I buy a Porsche, and area code bingo breaks out! 
356, 911, 917, 918, 987, 991, 996, 997, GT2, GT3, GTR, GTS!! 
Arrrgggg! Alex, can I buy a vowel my friend? Slant nose, C4S, 
cab, body kits, replicas, Cup cars! Seriously! I’m still looking at 
pictures with descriptions to learn them all. I have fl ash cards 
at home and my daughter helps me with them. “No Mom, 
that’s a Turbo, not a C2.” (Head – desk). I’ll never get them all 
right. After sixty years of tweaking, renaming, and re-engineer-
ing, it’s going to take a while. 
   My needs are simple, here’s what I want... One single Boxster 
Tiptronic transmission, 1997-2002. Not an “S” transmission, not 
a 2003, not to swap out my clutch — just that one part for the 
one car Porsche decided would absolutely need its own parts 
department. Because… well, I have no idea why. New Boxsters 
are more in line with the rest of the marque, and parts are 
more interchangeable. But that’s beside the point. 
   I want my friend back. Not under a hopeless shroud, that 
mocks me when the warm breeze blows, but a protective 
shroud. The one that waves an angry fi st at winter and says 
“Not this year salt trucks! I’m not coming out until you’re gone, 
and then I’m going to 
play, and party, and 
drive! I’m just under 
here for my protection, 
not because I have to 
be!”
   A girl and her car, 
that’s how it’s s’pposed 
to be.

On the Edge- continued from page 6

sions from that maiden voyage… (Sorry, guess I am getting a 
little misty here, I will compose myself now.)

Look at the wheels, closely.

   While some brake dusting is normal if any particular wheel 
seems to be covered with more of that nasty brake dust than 
another, there is probably a reason for it. It could indicate an 
issue with the brakes on that corner. If you have a caliper that 
is not allowing the pads to retract as designed, it will present 
this way. That could cause the brakes to overheat and diminish 
their eff ectiveness dramatically. Most Porsches have air scoops 
or defl ectors under the car to direct cooling air to the front 
brakes. If one or both of these are missing or displaced, the 
brakes will be overheated causing excessive wear and in turn 
more brake dusting. 
   The other major advantage to clean wheels is it makes any 
cracks in them much easier to see. While not terribly com-
mon, we have seen more than our share recently. This might 
be due in part to the shorter side walls used on today’s larger 
wheels off ering less cushioning when we hit those crater like 
pot holes and frost heaves we are blessed with here in New 
England. 
   In closing I would like to off er one more “eat your spinach” 
like piece of advice. I know, I can sound like a nag, but I cannot 
stress enough how much amazingly valuable information is 
contained in your OWNERS MANUAL. I know they have, in 
recent years, morphed into multi-volume novel like creations 
that would make Tolstoy cringe, but they really are choc full 
of useful stuff . Fortunately Porsche has fi gured out that we all 
have very short attention spans and have kindly broken the 
bulk of it into smaller, less intimidating bites. So it’s OK if you 
do not want to spend your summer vacation mastering the 
plethora of features contained in your cars entertainment and 
NAV systems. But I promise, spending a few hours familiarizing 
yourself with your Porsche’s basic operational systems will 
pay dividends long term. Trust me, the only thing worse than 
having a red warning light pop on when miles from home is 
having no idea what the silly thing means. 

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804
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up a place and, more importantly, onto the cleaner/faster side 
of the track for the standing start. Lewis Hamilton claimed 
victory, but perhaps this will be his last for a while as he takes 
over Michael Schumacher’s drive at Mercedes (who, despite 
spending mega-bucks on the team, have struggled to fi nd 
winning form). Sebastian Vettel came second, closely followed 
by title contender Alonso, thus ensuring that the title would 
be decided, in Vettel’s favor as it turned out, at the fi nal race in 
Interlagos, Brazil.
   So, with the 2012 F1 season now at an end, all race fans are 
now focused on the fi rst 2013 race in Melbourne. With its 5:00 
am ET start, let’s hope Father Christmas puts an alarm clock 
in my Christmas stocking. If he’s reading this, I’d also like a 
subscription to THE NOR’EASTER, and I really could use a week 
at a Bertil Roos race school — it’s my only hope of beating Sam 
this year.
   Answer: Phileas Fogg was the adventurous explorer who, 
along with his faithful companion Passepartout, traveled 
Around the World in 80 Days in Jules Verne’s classic novel. 

The Checkered Flag-  continued from page 11

Historic F1 cars were part of the support races.

Felipe Massa lock-up on his way to a 4th place. An off -roading Ferrari 458 Italia.

Circuit of The Americas.
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Marketplace For Sale 

   24” Goldrush all aluminum enclosed car trailer. Perfect 
condition with new tires, brakes and bearings. Priced at 
$11,000, OBRO Photos & complete details in the Auto Gallery 
at www.europeanlocators.com
Contact Dave Maynard at 508-826-8614, or dmaynard@euro-
peanlocators.com (12/12)
   2009 Carrera S - guards red - black standard ventilated 
leather. 19” Black Turbo Wheels ---- never been in the rain --- 
1200 miles from new. Self dimming mirrors --- Heated front 
seats --- Bluetooth phone interface, Sport Chrono package 
plus --- Navigation module for PCS, Bose High End sound 
package --- 6 Disc CD/DVD changer, Floor mats in interior 
color --- Universal Audio Interface. Total Price $98,030. $72,000 
ONO. Contact Peter Kettle at peterekettle@gmail.com or 
phone  978 342 4952 . (12/12)
   2007 Carerra Coupe.  A classic basic driver.  Midnight blue 
metallic/Black.  34,000 miles.  6 speed manual.  Leather sport 
heated seats, xenon headlights, 18” wheels, Bose high end 
Stereo system.  Garaged, well-maintained, excellent condition.  
Tires nearing replacement.  $42,500.  Gloucester, MA.  email 
Dennis at denmcg99@gmail.com for more details. (12/12)
   Blizzak winter snow tires 225/40R18 front and 265/35R18 
rear with rims that will fi t 996 Turbo or C4. Victor Equipment 
Turismo rims 5 spoke with gloss black center with mirror cut 
lip. Used for 1 season with only 1000 miles like new condition. 
Total package cost $500. Will send pictures. Call Bob 508-846-
9778, boba911@cox.net. (11/12)
   Factory black leather Sport Bucket seats from a 2004 GT3. 
Will fi t any year 996. These seats are brand new never used 
and in the original boxes. Priced at $2000 and will negotiate. 
Call Bob 508-846-9778, boba911@cox.net (11/12)

Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not consti-
tute the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of 
the products or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves 
the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising sub-
mitted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no 
later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the 
magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materi-
als is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run 
for two months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your 
want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit 
copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every 
detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs 
more info! Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

can’t have too many. Of course, since I was getting free freight 
I was able to fi nd a couple of items that I didn’t realize I needed 
until I saw them in the closeout catalog. A magnetic LED light 
for only $5 found its way into three rooms in the house that will 
work magic in the event of a power failure, or to fi nd that cat toy 
under the couch. And who can pass up a new multimeter for 
another $5? The replacement batteries for an old one cost more 
than that.
   The standard service items are still receiving attention. The 
Blizzaks went on the wife’s car a day before the fi rst storm, but 
when I looked at the tread the edges looked a little thin. Looking 
for a reason to replace them, I checked the code on the sidewall 
and discovered that they were dated 2000; that’s twelve years 
ago. Oops! They have been on the last three BMW’s that she’s 
driven, and with only a couple of thousand miles per year, we 
defi nitely got our money’s worth on those. A quick call to Tire 
Rack brought me up to speed on tire prices. I guess I haven’t 
been paying attention while they have been going straight up. 
If I get another 12 years out of these, it won’t hurt too badly. And 
we’ll be how old then? Maybe this will be the last set of winter 
tires we’ll ever buy…
   The Audi Blizzaks have been on and off  twice already. With the 
speed limited on those clunky tires, I don’t like to drive them on 
dry pavement. Besides, the 16” rims look out of place nowadays. 
Only economy rice burners have rims that small anymore and I 
don’t want to look like one of those.
   I confess that I have turned the oil change work on the street 
cars over to Jiff y Lube. It’s dirty work, and I’m beyond having old 
oil run down my arm while I’m lying under the car. The disposal 
of used oil is also a pain, as I have to take gallon milk bottles fi lled 
with the slippery stuff  over to the local auto parts store, and they 
always act as if they don’t want it. It’s enough to take a couple of 
gallons from the 356s to them. That’s all the trouble I want to go 
to anymore. Like most car people, I just want to do the fun stuff , 
like drive them.
   As this is being written, I’m packing for the fl ight to Scottsdale 
for the auctions. I’ll be looking to see if anything wants to follow 
me home, and will report next month.
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President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
Home: 508-439-2315 email: c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Vice President - Administrative

Bill Seymour and Rosemary Driscoll
508-650-0720
Admin@PorscheNet.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; Activities@PorscheNet.com
Treasurer

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; Treasurer@PorscheNet.com
Secretary

Hans Peter Schaefer
28 York Road, Wayland, MA 01778
508 358 9196; secretary@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Dani Fleming and Marcus Collins
16 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420
617 997 9145; membership@PorscheNet.com
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
Cell: 781-249-5091, aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 PastPresident@PorscheNet.com

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Admin@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
Home:508-653-1695 email: PastPresident@PorscheNet.com 
Registration - Autocross

Dave Berman
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; dh_berman@yahoo.com
Chair -Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
Cell: 978-337-3095; stanley_corbett@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
Home: 508-529-6127 email: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Ann Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508-651-1316 epe@epe.com
Novice Development - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
Home: 978-474-0898; DickAnderson114@gmail.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ray Bahr
978-371-1294; rbahr1900@yahoo.com
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb 
514-235-0157; jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com

NER Board of Directors New Members
John Bassick 
Paxton MA 
2013 Cayenne S

Jonathan Chase 
Weston MA 
2001 911

James Cullen 
East Greenwich RI 
2001 996 

Edward Garrahy 
Providence RI 
2011 Panamera 

Michael Kehoe 
Dartmouth MA 
1995 Carrera 

Ron Rice 
Concord MA 
1983 944 

David DiAntonio 
Andover MA 
2012 911 

Gregory Healy 
Boston MA 
2007 911 Turbo 

Kenneth LaPointe 
Narragansett RI 
2006 911S 

Jeff rey Siegal 
Portsmouth RI 
2008 911 

Christopher O’Hare 
Somerville MA 
1996 911 

Thomas Close 
Barre MA 
2002 911 

Anthony Elcocks 
Natick MA 
2009 Boxster 

Charles Hoff man 
Wenham MA 

Joseph Migliore 
Lynnfi eld MA 
2008 Boxster 

David Uva 
North Reading MA 
2013 Carrera S 

175 High Street #2 
Waltham, MA 02453 

781-530-4557 
www.liftthrottle.com 

Specializing in air-cooled Porsches 
 

Make an appointment to stop by and               
browse our inventory or talk Porsches! 
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