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In This Issue...

Introducing the new layout has been 
a lot of fun, and a lot of work, but I’ve 
loved it. I hope you love it too, and fi nd it 
easy to read, and fi nd what you need. 
   If you have any (gentle) suggestions my 
door is always open. 
   This month we have some brand new 
contributors, and I couldn’t be more 
thrilled. Michael Campion had a little 
wander over to another German car 
company, and tells us all about it. There’s 
have been two SoBo events, and of 
course, no June issue would be complete 
without the report of the Ramble. 
   I have to keep campaigning for every-
one to come out and play! You joined 
the Club, come do some stuff . We’ve got 
something for most, and we’re listening 
to ideas. Who would have thought we 
could line a polo fi eld with Porsche’s and 
eventually get a trophy named after us? 
Somebody thought it would be fun to go 
see Colllings, or useful to learn to detail 
our cars. The Board (all of us) really love 
doing this and enjoy the care and feed-
ing of the Club. We’re here for you! Please 
let us know how we can make your Club 
experience better!

Some things never change; the 
NOR’EASTER is defi nitely not one 
of those things.  It needs to evolve, 
and I am very excited about the 

changes we’re making. 
   Here it is - three columns, and bigger 
pics. I hope this benefi ts the readership. 
It’s easier to read three columns than 2, 
the format allows me to put pictures in 
columns and stories where they belong 
in context, and well…. darn-it, I just like it 
more!
  Serendipitously, quite a few of my favorite 
publications are also undergoing a change. 
Last month I was surprised to see Road 

& Track, and Motor Sport magazines also 
changing their format. Of course our 
beloved Pano is also about to undergo a 
massive format change, so it seems like 

there’s something in the wind. I’ve been 
pondering, and playing with the format 
for about 6 months, and was going to 
debut it in May, but there was something 
that needed attention, and our cover 
space more than our newsletter format. 
   We started this club just shy of 55 years 
ago, and the newsletter has gone from 
a mimeographed typed and stapled 3 
page pack, to roughly 8x8 stapled packs, 
to a more magazine style, to this.  It took 
me about 3.5 years to make sure I was 
getting it (mostly) right, and it’s time, I 
think, to move it along in style. 
   Evolution, it’s a beautiful thing.  
   Now, I would never discount those who 
love their 356s, or 914s, or 996s… or any 
Porsche that came before, but (as I’ve 
said) I am a mid-engine girl, and I too 
have been exploring Porsche’s evolution; 
it’s mid-engine evolution.  
   On a typical online hunt for what’s out 
there, I found what I fully expect to be 
the next love of my life – my new (to me) 
2009 Cayman.  Porsche, and indeed I, 
have certainly evolved. A 987 with hips 
that won’t quit, a shifter that makes my 

I found what I fully expect to 

be the next love of my life – 

my new (to me) 2009 

Cayman.

On the Edge
Evolution... 

heart beat faster, and an engine that’s very, 
very quick.  She’s the next generation of both 
the Boxster and Cayman technologies, and 
it’s evident.  She’s balanced, and strong, and 
I cannot wait to get her somewhere I can 
stretch both of our legs safely. 
   I haven’t gotten to play with her much, she’s 
not even inspected yet! But I’m sure you can 
count on our new tales of glory in this newly 
designed location. 

Adrianne Ross
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Spring is defi nitely here. The fi rst DE 
of the season is in the rearview, and 
seasonal allergies are kicking my 
butt. I did take some time off  from 

my typical allergy medication cocktail to 
instruct at our fi rst DE of the season in New 
Hampshire. Allergy meds and driving on a 
racetrack do not mix, no matter what the 
‘Non Drowsy’ box says. My students would 
also be glad to know that I was completely 
intact mentally, sort of. Intact enough to 
get into a car belonging to someone I just 
met and have him or her drive me around 
the racetrack. In all seriousness, I had a 
great day at the track and would guess my 
student, Vin, did too. If he comes back to 
another event, it is a good sign that I did 
not screw up too badly. As for the details of 
the event, my guess is that someone else 
will be reporting on that in this month’s 
newsletter, so I will leave that up to the 

lucky contestant. What may not be cov-
ered in that article is that Keith and Phil, 
from Angel Flight Northeast, were at the 
track that day. For those of you unfamiliar, 
Angel Flight has been our charity of choice 
here at NER for a few years now. You may 
have noticed, in last month’s issue of THE 
NOR’EASTER, an e-mail from Angel Flights 
President, Larry Camerlin. He had sent us a 
message asking if there was anything they 
could do after the attacks on Marathon 
Monday. We have been supporting Angel 
Flight and now, here they were, asking if 
we needed their support in any way. You 
never think you will be on the receiving 
end of your chosen charity, but we are very 
grateful for what they have done. If you 
haven’t already, take a little time to check 
out their website at www.angelfl ightne.org 
and see just what they are all about. I hope 

that they will visit one of our upcoming 
events this summer. If you see them, stop 
by and say, “hi.” They are a great group of 
people.
   I have not done too much in the way of 
family updates lately, so I think it is time. 
After a twelve-year hiatus, I have taken 
up mountain biking again. This time 
around, I have family in on it. People 
compare things you have not done in 
a while to riding a bike. ”It’s like riding 
a bike; you never forget how.” That may 
be true. I remembered how to ride. I just 
forgot how narrow and painful that little 
seat is. The bikes, like this rider, have 
made some signifi cant changes in twelve 
years. Sure, they still have two wheels, 
handlebars and a ridiculously narrow 
and uncomfortable seat, but so many 
other things have changed.
   Consider the diff erences Porsche has 

made since 2001. Put my mother-out-
law’s Boxster S next to a brand new one, 
and the evolution is signifi cant. The 
new bike has a front and rear adjustable 
suspension that 
kind of reminds me 
of the PSS9 system 
on the Blue Bomber, 
and hydraulic disc 

brakes. The brakes 
get me all excited. 
They are literally tiny 
little calipers with 
tiny little brake pads 
over a drilled rotor 
with a brake fl uid 
reservoir mounted 
on the handlebars. 
It may sound silly to 
some, but as a car 
guy, that is too cool. 
Living out in the 
country aff ords us 
plenty of real estate 
in which to roam 
with the kids through 
miles of local trails 
and paths.
   There is a problem 

On the Loud Pedal
Of Tow Vehicles, and Spring

though. The old Mercedes just won’t cut it 
when you are trying to haul a family of four 
with mountain bikes, or two hockey players, 
one coach and three hockey bags. I don’t 
enjoy driving the minivan, and the Blue 
Bomber has not been street legal in years. So, 
I went out and bought a new family truckster. 
No, it’s not a Cayenne. I would never subject 
a Porsche to the daily beatings our vehicles 
take by the hands of children. I set the bar 
fairly low, low enough that I will not be 
completely dismantled by the fi rst scratch — 
something that, by the way, happened only a 
few days ago. My only regret is the buying ex-
perience. With all of the advancements in to-
day’s society, why on earth has the actual car 
buying experience remained the same? Why 
are car salespeople still car salespeople? The 
plaid sports coat and polyester pants have 
been replaced with khakis and a polo shirt, 
but under it all they are still the same breed. 
That stereotype may be around forever.

We have been supporting 

Angel Flight and now, here 

they were, asking if we needed 

their support in any way. 

Christopher Mongeon

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287



Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.50Vaille.com 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

Own this stunning home with one of the most desirable locations in 
Lexington and enjoy this private oasis backing up to woods and the 
golf course. Walking distance to the town center, cul-de-sac location 
marks this as a premier home for the discerning buyer.  

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

Bedrooms    5 

Full/Half Baths   3/1 

Living Area   4,760 Sq. Ft.  

50 Vaille Ave, Lexington - $1,619,000 

Garage   3 

Parking  5 spaces 

Lot Size   0.63 acres 

 www.50Vaille.com 

mobile.50Vaille.com  

Can you see your Porsche here ? 
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continued on page 46

With the car season now operat-
ing at full speed, two recent 
events will get my attention 
this month. The annual run to 

Hershey was a big success this year, and 
racing junk in the LeMons series produced 
another exciting weekend.
   My regular co-driver decided that a mid-
night run was not on his schedule, electing 
to drive down to Hershey on Friday during 
the day — a choice that was later deter-
mined to be a bad one, as the New York 
traffi  c turned a six-hour cruise into a nine-
hour crawl. I called another enthusiast who 
is in the antique business and has a full size 

van for moving Stickley Mission furniture. 
He had never been to chocolate land, and 
he quickly signed on.
   We pulled out onto the Mass. Turnpike at 
midnight in the rain to an empty highway 
and rolled right through New York City; 
they never knew we were there. By the 
time we reached PA the rain had stopped, 

and we had to check the GPS to make 
sure we were going the right way. It 
always rains on the Porsche Swap Meet, 
but this year would be the exception. 
The same waiter (and I think the same 
customers) was still at the Hershey truck 
stop on Interstate 81, pouring gray gravy 
onto nearly every thing they served, and 
was happy to see us. Pulling smoothly 
into our pre-registered spot, we locked 
up the van and took the tour as others 
unloaded. The reason we don’t unload 
our parts fi rst is that once the parts are 
brought are out in view, we can’t leave 
the stall. It was a lesson learned years 
ago.
   I was on the lookout for a ducktail 
for my ’72 911 and a friend in NY was 
bringing one so I could take a look. He 
was out buying parts when I found his 
location, but he had brought his mother, 
who was in charge. I didn’t want to buy 
it from her because her prices are too 
high. I think it’s to cover her commission. 
The part looked perfect so I had her put 
it aside until we could agree on a price. 
That worked in my favor.
   The day went smoothly, with blue 
sky and lots of stuff  changing hands. 
Brother Bill drove up from Maryland in 
his Speedster and the car look great. He 
put it in the show where only a few 356s 

Our crew chief came with a 

couple of rattle cans in the 

right color, a piece of card-

board and some blue tape.  

Off  to Hershey,and Back to the Races

showed up.
While the ride back was longer, at least 

I did get to drive. On the way down I was 
a passenger only, as I was told that I drive 
too fast. Imagine that. This was coming 
from someone who had never ridden with 
me but had apparently tried to keep up 
during one of our club drives. Fatigue won 
out; I got the nod when we got back to the 
interstate and I was on my best behavior. 
He didn’t wake up until we got to New 
York. Another successful run.
   The 24 Hours of LeMons race was held at 
NHMS during the second week in May, and 
again turned out to be a terrifi c time. We 
were back with the ’92 VW Jetta, and did 
our race preparation on the Friday before 
the race. That was an oil and fi lter change 
and new brake pads on the rear. Since rain 
was predicted for the Saturday start, we 
put on a new set of tires with a treadwear 
rating of 480. With a race minimum of 190 
set by the organizers, that number meant 
that the tires we had would last forever but 
not have a lot of grip. A case where price 
(they were cheap) overruled performance. 
In the garage areas around us, crews were 
swapping engines and welding exhaust 
systems; we were cleaning windows. We 
have lucked out in the reliability area, as 
the Jetta just keeps on plugging away. 
Maybe we’re not the fastest car around but 
at least the car doesn’t break.
   As expected, it rained on Saturday and 
our car really came into its own. With front-
wheel drive and not much horsepower, 
wheel spin was never a problem. Going 
up the hill at Turn 3 we could just drive 
by faster cars like Mustangs and Camaros 
while they spun their rear wheels; it was 
great. We did get banged into a few times 
when we passed cars that were getting 
sideways but it was never anything that 
couldn’t be corrected with a block of wood 

Tom Tate

Four Speeds & Drum Brakes
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weekend we requested in Sept. 2014 and 
possibly more if available. A short discus-
sion on the promotion policy was held 
and Stan noted that we now have some 
newly minted  instructors. Stan provided 
information and a time table for the 
new communicators that will begin to 
replace the old style nady units 
amongst the instructor core.
   Finally Stan informed the 
board that some personel 
changes will be made within 
the track committee.   
   The board is looking to off er 
more exposure for our charity 
Angel Flight NE, and to this goal 
they decided to accept their 
off er to fl y into the Stow airport 
the day of our Cruise night 
there and set up an information 
booth similar to the one they 
had at the recent NHMS event.   
   Next board meeting will be on 
June 12th at the home of Hans 
Peter.   
   Finally, Chris reminded the 
board that next month we need 
to appoint a Nomination chair 
and asked the current board members to 
think about what their plans regarding 
continued board participation are.    
With no further business, Adrianne mo-
tioned that we adjourn, Kristin seconded 
and all agreed, the meeting ended at 
9:09

Twenty Years 

Britton Hutchins
Dana Martin
Paul Adinolfi 

Fifteen Years 

Gary Gentile
James Rindo
Janis Reiters
Slowpo Gonzalez
Tom Duquette

Ten Years 

Dieter Reuther
John Weil
Thomas De Marche

Happy PCA Anniversary

Five Years

Charles Walsh
David Kuchrawy
Ed Schilke
Eric Park
Ira Wiener
Jeff  Oakes
Jerome Weinstein
Lazarus Vekiarides
Mark Crompton
Michael Gold

Present were Steve, Chris, Kristin, 
Marcus, and Adrianne. The remain-
ing board members were in Europe, 
Nick and Hans Peter in London, and 

Bill and Rosemarie in France, Bill alleg-
edly looking for a new autocross site, has 
his eyes on a nice course in the town of 
LeMans.  
   The May 15th monthly board meeting 
was held at the residence of Dani Fleming 
and Marcus Collins, the meeting began at 
7:27 as President Chris Mongeon called the 
meeting to order.   
   First up was the treasurer’s report, no 
new news and the only update was the 
insurance coverage for our club property 
and proper inventory of what we have pur-
chased recently. Adrianne motioned that 
the report be accepted, Steve seconded it 
and it was passed with a unanimous vote.   
   Marcus then reported membership 
which showed we have moved up to 1478 
primary members, 981 affi  liates for a total 
of 2459 total members.
   We had four transfers in, 14 out and 17 
new members. 
   Based on a discussion that was held 
at the recent President’s meeting, Chris 
suggested we think about specifi c events 
for Cayenne and Panamera owners, such 
as tours, ice events and maybe a gimmick 
rally with kids (since these vehicles have 
real back seats). 
   Marcus volunteered to check the mem-
bership roster and see how many owners 
there are of these two models.   
   Stan reported on the DE program indicat-
ing we had a strong turnout at the NHMS 
event in early May with 91 total drivers and 
among that number were 24 novices. He 
then reported on upcoming DE sign up 
and, as always the Mt. Tremblant event in 
July has close to 100 entries almost two 
months before it is to be held. The other 
events are starting to fi ll up too.    
Stan has heard from the scheduling person 
at the new Thompson Raceway and he 
has assured us that we will have the 3-day 

Minutes of the Board
May Meeting Steve Ross

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y
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continued on page 47

Stop the presses! Step aside MIT, 
the Porsche Club of America NER 
fi nally confi rms what science has 
been struggling to prove — global 

warming is alive and well, and we proved 
it in New Hampshire! The fi rst NER Driver 
Education (DE) event at NHMS in early May 
had almost 80-degrees F on the fi rst day 
and 70-degrees F on the second. Tó Neinilii 
(answer at the end) was also on our side — 
it started raining just as I was leaving the 
parking lot at 5:20 pm. I also fi nally got my 
sign-off  to go solo and promptly dropped 
fi ve seconds off  my best lap time. I blame 
the uncomfortable ear pieces novices wear 

so the instructor can point out all the er-
rors I’m making! Stan (DE Track Chair) has 
new ones on order, and I hope these are 
more comfortable. In conclusion: a great 
event! Next stop: two NCR events — the 
fi rst at NHMS after the Memorial Day week-
end and then Lime Rock in early June.
   Still on driving, the NER autocross series 
kicks off  next weekend (seems strange to 
write this knowing it’ll be early June when 
you read it — we’re so used to instant 
communication). I’m determined to do 
more AX events than I did last year; I’m also 
determined to beat Sam (he’s back for the 
summer college vacation). We’ll see how 
well I do on this front. Sam is making over-
tures about coming to Mont-Tremblant–. 
I can’t see Dani letting him drive her new 
911 C4, so my Cayman will be pressed into 
double duty — poor brakes, poor tires and 
poor wallet, given the price of Canadian 
fuel. We’ll make it a family aff air with Sudo 
(our golden doodle) coming along also. We 
stay at the Westin in the village, as it allows 
dogs, although he prefers to sleep in his 

crate rather than in the doggie bed 
they provide.
   Ira Porsche of Danvers hosted the an-
nual Newcomers meeting in late April. 
The board had a photo taken, although I 
have no clue why Adrianne made us look 
so serious. You’ll see us on the cover of 
the May issue of THE NOR’EASTER. There 
was a good turnout of new members, 
and representatives of each of the club’s 
main activities gave a short explanation. 
We do hope to see the attendees at the 
DE, AX, Ramble, Concours events and the 
annual dinner this year.
   Formula 1 moved to Europe (Spain) 
this month, which brought with it the 
added benefi t of 8:00 am starts (the live 
broadcasts of events in Asia start in the 
overnight hours). The controversy has 
shifted from driver behavior to tires. 
Pirelli are the only tire provider and, in an 
eff ort to make the races more interest-
ing, they have been told to make the 
tires wear quickly so the teams will be 
forced to make multiple pit stops. Pirelli 

I also fi nally got my 
sign-off  to go solo and 
promptly dropped fi ve 
seconds off  my best lap time.

The Checkered Flag
Stop the Press

decide beforehand which tires too bring 
to the event (two types: one main and one 
optional) and the teams are required to 
run at least one set of each type during 
a race. Each tire’s sidewall is color-coded: 
Hard (Orange), Medium (White), Soft 
(Yellow), and Super-Soft (Red). This year’s 
compounds have been made to wear even 
more quickly, so teams have been com-
plaining that their drivers are spending 
most of the race looking after their tires in-
stead of racing. In Spain, Ferrari bucked the 
trend by driving aggressively and dealing 
with a four pit-stop race. It takes the best 
teams three seconds to change all four 
tires — faster than in NASCAR, because F1 
does not limit the number of engineers 
working on a car during a pit stop. Take a 
look on YouTube; it’s a beautifully choreo-
graphed activity. In Spain, the teams did 
either three or four pit stops.
   Fernando Alonso came fi rst and his team-
mate Felipe Massa fi nished third. Lotus’s 
Kimi Räikkönen spoiled a Ferrari one-two. 
One surprise this year has been Mercedes. 
After bringing Lewis Hamilton on board at 
a salary of $20+ million, and spending hun-

Marcus Collins and 

Dani Fleming
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I’m writing this (hurriedly) as I scramble 
to prepare for the concatenated events 
of Nora’s graduation and our trip to 
France.  There is still lots of last minute 

work including moving our daughter’s be-
longings from Northampton to our house 
(where they will likely sit for years until we 
fi nally get permission to take them to the 
Salvation Army) and purchasing the last of 
a few key travel items (phrase book, new 
shoes that don’t make me look like such a 
tourist).  While this is, of course, all good 
fun I have to complain that it is causing 
me to miss our NHMS DE event – and my 
run group buddies are sending me emails 

telling me how much fun they are having 
and what a loser I am.  Oh well, I’m signed 
up for Lime Rock in June and Mr. UPS just 
delivered some nice new Nittos.   
   So lacking a driving event to write about 
(I’m also missing our fi rst Autocross but 
it will be in good hands with Chris Ryan 

and Dave Berman running it) I am going 
to take this opportunity to rant.  I hate 
computers.  This from someone who 
was once employed as a programmer 
and who has a graduate degree from 
the COINS (Computer and Information 
Science) Department at UMass.  OK, 
so maybe I haven’t kept up my skills as 
well as I should have (punch cards were 
just being phased out and Digital was 
threatening our IBM 370 when I was last 
making money that way) but computers 
just s**k (is that OK Adrianne?)!     
   I recently upgraded to Outlook 2013 
when Apple/Google/Microsoft decided 
to stop cooperating so that my iPad 
would no longer sync with Outlook 2003.  
In a word:  DON’T!  How can they sell 
this crap and then provide absolutely 
no way of making it work?  (Apple:  “Call 
Microsoft.”  Microsoft:  “Call Apple.”  Me:  
“Arrrggggghhhhhh!”)   
   Or this:  I wake up Monday and I can’t 
collect my Comcast mail.  My Gmail and 
GoDaddy mail come in fi ne but both 
Comcast accounts are dead.  I think it’s 
Comcast’s fault but they think it is a coin-
cidence – sure!  (Car related insert:  Paul 
Newman, a fi ne fellow who shared my 
alma mater and who was a car guy once 

I recently had a rented 
Chevy Spark which is best 
described as an iPad with a 
weed whacker engine. 

The Long and Winding Road

Computer Conundrum

observed:  “24 beers in a case, 24 hours in 
a day.  Coincidence?  I think not.”)  So I call 
Comcast and they say it’s my problem but 
they are happy to send me to their Signa-
ture Service where I can pay them to fi x 
their problem.   
   So why do we care about this?  Because 
now they are lousing up cars with more and 
more computers.  I recently had a rented 
Chevy Spark which is best described as an 
iPad with a weed whacker engine.  A lot of 
fancy computer stuff  (why not, it’s cheap!) 
and frills (heated seats are only expensive 
when you buy them from Porsche) that 
delivered a driving experience somewhere 
south of satisfying.     
   I liked my old Cayman Base model that 
had nothing fancier than a CD player.  The 
newer S has many more gadgets, such as:   
    I can connect my iPod to it.  I like this.  But 
I also get a kick out of the fact that when I 
connect via the USB port, it doesn’t show all 
the songs.  I bought a funny little connector 
that had the iPod on one end and a little 
round 8 pin connector that goes into the 
“iPod” plug in the car.  Now it works fi ne.  
How can that be?   
   My phone connects to the car – sort of.  
The car says there is no phone connected 
and the phonebook doesn’t appear in the 
car display – but if I dial the phone it talks 
through the speakers.  (To be fair, I do have 
a crappy phone that is based on Windows 
Mobile – oooh, I hate Microsoft!  Speak-
ing of Microsoft – they are opening a new 
Microsoft store in the Natick Mall, right next 
to the Apple store.  Rosemary, who raises 
money for technology projects for the 
Natick schools – yes we moved to Sherborn, 
will someone please tell Rosemary that?! – 
is invited to the grand opening.  I’m going 
to bring my computer and ask them why 
Outlook 2013 s**ks so bad, right in front of 
all the fancy dignitaries!!!!    
   Now how do I get this damn software to 
stop numbering everything? – oh, yeah, 
this is Word (that used to be easy to use 
before they gummed that up too).   
   OK, I’m out of breath.  

Bill Seymour

continued on page 47
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This late winter and early spring 
have seen a succession of one 
NER event after another, kicking 
off  in May with our Novice Day, 

which was attended by a record number 
of “newbies” under beautiful skies. Shortly 
thereafter, Charlie Dow had his spring tour 
through Boston’s western suburbs, ending 
at Firefl y’s in Marlboro — we had a reason-
able turnout considering it was Mother’s 
Day and it rained. Then the big day, May 
19th, when the region presented a talk by 
master restorer and National Tech commit-
tee member John Paterek, an autocross at 
Devens, and a Coff ee and Porsches in RI — 
something for everyone.
   Being held right around or slightly after 
you receive this issue, is the detailing semi-
nar presented by Cindy Markely, followed 
by our second autocross on the 30th of 
June. 

   At a recent board meeting we discussed 
how to get owners of Cayennes and Pana-
meras to participate at our events. To this 
end, suggestions included a winter driving 
event in northern New England, tech ses-
sions unique to the models, possibly at 
one of our dealers, and a gimmick rally to 
include young children since these SUV’s 
and sedans have real back seats that are 
comfortable.
   Should you have any other ideas for this 
group, please contact Bill Seymour, our 
administrative VP, and let him know. 
   Here’s some nostalgia and some interest-
ing features I have discovered on various 
cars I have owned since I started driving 
many years ago. My ‘67 Mustang had a wa-
ter pump located in such a convenient area 
that I could change it in less than an hour 
including removing the radiator, and I did 

change it quite frequently, too. Both my 
Fiat Spyders of early ‘70s vintage had two 
ashtrays, one in front of the shifter and 
one at the back of the console. The latter 
was convenient for the rear seat pas-
sengers, but since there was virtually no 
legroom and marginal seat back height 
(this was practically a two-seater), human 
beings in the back were nonexistent. My 
‘69 Datsun 2000 — a roadster looking 
something like an MGB, but with superior 
power, a 5-speed transmission and other 
neat features — had one feature that was 
quite brilliant. The underhood light had a 
cover that could be twisted loose, allow-
ing you to unwind a generous amount 
of cord, enabling you to move the light 
anywhere in the engine compartment. 
My current Boxster, and 996s and 997s, 
all have a cavity in the right front sill plate 
that nicely holds a 
collapsible umbrella. 
Some of the ‘60s 
Ford products not 
only had the ignition 
switch on the left 
side of the steering 
wheel (said to be a 
result of Henry Ford’s 
desire to not have a 

child in the right seat 
shut off  the car while 
driving), but some 
‘50s and ‘60s Fords 
had a windshield 
washer switch locat-
ed on the left side of 
the fl oor which, with 
a light touch, could 
be made to operate 
like an intermittent 
wiper. My ‘54 Ford, a 
hand-me-down from 
my grandfather, had 
wipers with a unique 
trait — they stopped 
when you stepped on 
the gas hard, because 
they were operated 
by engine manifold 

Around the Cones
Waxing Nostalgic

vacuum, and fl ooring the gas off  all but 
eliminated the vacuum. 
   Do any of you readers remember any 
interesting designs or quirky systems in 
any cars you have owned? If so, e-mail 
them to me and I will include them in my 
column, or write a ’letter to the editor; 
she will be grateful for them.

   At a recent board meeting 
we discussed how to get 
owners of Cayennes and 
Panameras to participate at 
our events. 

Steve Ross
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Registration for NER’s 2013 DE sea-
son has been open since March 1st. 
For details on the season, including 
schedules, pricing and answers to 

your questions, see the Driver Education 
section of our website. Visit often, as these 
pages are updated on a regular basis. As a 
reminder, for each event you are attend-
ing, be sure to check the website and print 
copies of the schedule, worker assign-
ments, etc. to bring with you, as copies 
will not be provided at the track. These 
items are also described in the Track Rats 
message that goes out for each event, but 
some people still ‘forget’ (or maybe I’m just 
fantasizing that the drivers confi rmed for 
each event actually read Track Rats). Other 
items we post on the event page for each 
DE event include information on hotels if 
we can get special rates, availability of tires 
and racing fuel, and details for the social 

events that we hold in conjunction with 
most of our multi-day events. We also pro-
vide information on noise limits for those 
tracks that impose limits. And once more, 
though almost everyone got this right, 
take note that we have an updated tech 
inspection form for 2013.
   The Novice Day and DE event on May 
7th–8th was a great event. As promised 
last month: clear skies (except for a quick 
shower on Wednesday that chased a few 
Black group drivers running slicks off  the 
track a few laps early)... warm temps (82 on 
Tuesday, 76 on Wednesday)... a fast track... 
outstanding instructors (thanks to the 
number that registered, and the major-
ity volunteering to take two students, we 
were able to clear the student wait lists)... 
enthusiastic students (I know they were 
enthusiastic because many took the time 
to thank their instructors and members of 

the track committee for a great event). 
This fi rst event of my second season as 
Track Chair was in many ways the best 
yet. Once again, coordination with the 
track personnel went well, track radios 
arrived and got picked up as if by magic, 
the media center/classroom was open in 
time for the drivers’ meeting and novice 
classroom sessions, and the fl aggers were 
in position. All the members of your track 
committee, including a few alternates, 
were in place and did a fantastic job. 
Special thanks go to those who came and 
instructed or worked but did not drive.
   The track was in good shape and pre-
sented returning drivers with yet another 
new look coming up out of the bowl. 
The Cherry Picker is gone and the fl agger 
now lives in a superstructure high above 
the track that reminds me of the fl ying 
bridge on a naval vessel.
   We had a well-attended event with 
about 91 registered drivers, including 24 
novices, participating in the fun. Out-
standing instructors and enthusiastic 
students were both the order of the day. 
The novices had classroom sessions in 
the mornings, and after lunch on the fi rst 
day, that were run by Steve Artick, a for-
mer Chief Instructor and Chief of Novice 
Development; Moe Auger, a former Chief 
of Novice Development; and Peter Tracy, 
a former Chief Instructor. All drivers, 
including novices, had the opportunity 
to go on track four times each day. Even 
your track chair found time for doing 
what it’s all about (photo by Marcus Col-
lins).
   I should point out that, 
while May 7th was our 
“Novice Day,” there is no 
requirement that novice 
drivers attend the Nov-
ice Day event in order to 
join us at other DE events 
throughout the year. Every 
event off ers a Novice (aka, 
Green) run group, and we 
provide instructors for every 
novice driver. So, even if you 

Don’t Lift
Novice Days and DE 

m i s s e d this event, don’t miss out on 
the fun for the rest of the season. Sign up 
and join as at a future event.
   Preparations are well underway for the 
rest of our DE events. See articles else-
where in this issue describing upcoming 
events at Mont-Tremblant and Calabogie 
(together making up a six-track-day swing 
to two of Canada’s best racing venues) and 
Watkins Glen (article coming next month). 
A quick note on the upcoming DE at Le 
Circuit Mont-Tremblant — fantastic hotel 
rates for our LCMT DE drivers and their 
families have been negotiated with The 
Fairmont Hotel and the Tremblant Suites 
(consisting of La Tour Des Voyageurs, Le 
Lodge De La Montagne and Le Sommet 
Des Neiges hotels). These hotels are right 
on the mountain and will put you in the 
thick of the Blues Festival activities. Details 
are available on our website under “Driver 
Education” and “What is Driver Education 
— 2013?”
   The DE season is off  to a great start and 
I’m not lifting! In addition to attending all 
of our events, I’ll be attending the NCR 
Lime Rock Fun Days June 10th–11th, how-
ever, I’ll probably miss the Zone 1 48-Hours 
at The Glen this year.
   I hope to see many of you over the next 
few months at our DE events. Don’t forget 
our DE rebate program described in previ-
ous columns and on our website under 
“Driver Education” and “FAQs for DE.” At-
tend three or more of NER’s DE Events and 
get a rebate at the end of the season — so, 
Don’t Lift! - Sincerely, Stan

We had a well-attended 
event with about 91 
registered drivers, including 
24 novices...

Stan Corbett

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com
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2013 Calendar
At-A-Glance

June 

1 NCR AX
8 Detailing Seminar
10-11 DE NCR Lime Rock Park
12 Board Meeting 
16 German Car Day at Larz 

Anderson
 20 German Car Cruise Night 

at Stow Airport 
 30 NER AX
July  

8-10 DE NER LCMT
12-14  DE NER Calabogie
14 NCR AX
17 Board Meeting
25 Drive & Fly at Stow Airport
28 NER AX
August

3 NCR AX
6-7 DE NER NHMS
11 Porsche and Polo 
14 Board Meeting
22 German Car Cruise Night 

at Stow Airport 
23-25 DE NER  Watkins Glen
September 

7 NCR AX
11 Board Meeting
14 Collings Museum   
21 NER AX
October

5 NER AX
10-11 DE NCR NHMS
16 Board Meeting
TBD Put Away Tech EPE
TBD Fall Tour
November

13 Board Meeting   

TBD Cops and Lawyers
December  

7 Annual Dinner
11 Board Meeting

Collings Museum Tour, Stow MA

Those who live in the metro-west area 
of Greater Boston, or who may have 
participated in one of the 

Club’s Spring or Fall rallies are probably 
familiar with some of the great back roads 
in the area. What you may not know is 
the fact that nestled deep in the woods 
in the middle of the small town of Stow 
lies one of the most impressive collection 
of vintage aircraft and automobiles in the 
country.
   On Saturday, September 14th the North-
east Region is pleased to invite you to join 
us for a tour of the Collings Foundation’s 
aviation and automobile collection. The 
tour will begin at 10:00 AM, so plan to 
arrive 15 to 20 minutes before that so the 
group can be assembled by the start time.
   The Stow facility includes an aviation 
museum and a vintage automobile col-
lection, which includes over sixty-six 
American-built automobiles and vehicles 
from the fi rst half of the century. Included 
in the collection are midget, sprint and 
"Indy" race cars (including a 1979 Porsche 
“Indy” a factory race car that smashed all 
the track records before being banned), 
Frank Duesenberg's personal Duesenberg, 
along with a Cadillac owned by Al Capone. 

Sept. 14th 10AM-2PM

Their website currently lists a 1993 Porsche 
RS America - Rolex 24 and Sebring 24 hour 
veteran.  The aviation museum is home 
to a number of the Foundation's smaller 
aircraft, including an original Bleriot XI 
(1909), 1911 Wright "Vin Fiz" (replica), PT-17 
Stearman (1942), AT-6 Texan (1945), UC-78 
Bobcat (1943), TBM Avenger (1945), FM-2 
Wildcat, Fieseler FI-156 Storch (1943), and a 
T-33 Shooting Star (1948). 
   If weather conditions are OK there is a 
good chance that plane rides in the Stea-
rman will be available for an additional fee.
   Our tour group will be capped at 80 
people.  The cost will be $10 per person 
with the proceeds going to the Collings 
Foundation.  Registration will open on July 
1st at www.pcaner.Motorsportreg.com.  
   The address of the Museum is 137 Barton 
Rd. in Stow.
   You can learn much more about the 
Collings Foundation, the museum in Stow, 
and the national Wings of Freedom tour 
schedule featuring their famous restored 
B-17, B-24, and P-51 aircraft by going to 
their website at www.collingsfoundation.
org.   
   Questions?  email Bill Seymour at admin@
porschenet.com

PG. 16 N O R E A S T E R



NER PHOTO CONTEST 2013 

Categories 
NER Driving Events 
Any driving events including autocross and drivers educa on. 

Porsche Club Events 
Any Porsche club event—the Spring and Fall rambles, tour, tech 
session, and concours d'elegance etc. 

General 
A photo of any car (doesn’t have to be a Porsche) or taken at 
any car related event that does not fit into any other category. 

Ar s c 
Black & white, composite, HDR, hand-colored photos, etc. 

Video (Maximum 3 Minutes) 
Video of any NER or car related event. The video must be 
uploaded to YouTube. 

Rules and FAQ 

1. Entry Limit: There is no limit on the number of photo-
graphs a NER member may submit. 

2. Entry Deadline: By midnight on October 15, 2013 all photos 
must be emailed to photo@porschenet.com, all videos 
must be uploaded to YouTube and the link emailed to 
photo@porschenet.com 

3. People’s Choice: The people’s choice vo ng will be availa-
ble on the NER Website on October 16, 2013 and close at 
midnight on November 15, 2013. 

4. Winner Announcement: Will be made in the December 
issue of the Nor’Easter. 

5. Copyright and Content: Photos that are deemed obscene, 
vulgar, or otherwise violate any laws are strictly prohibited. 
NER respects the rights related to copyright laws and 
intellectual property. All photos should be based on a NER 
member’s original photograph taken by the NER member. 
Use of a photo from other sources/people without 
permission is not allowed. NER reserves the right to refuse 
inappropriate or unsuitable entries. 

6. Model and Property Releases: Any NER member submi ng 
a photograph acknowledges that they have sufficient 
permission of any recognizable loca ons or people 
appearing in their photograph. 

7. Forma ng your Photograph: Each photograph must be 
forma ed in a jpg. Each photograph will need to be clearly 
labeled with the category, last name, and first name.  

8. Judges: The judging panel will consist of  a selec on of NER 
members with an interest in photography. 

9. Ques ons: Ques ons about the contest should be emailed 
to membership@porschenet.com 

Awards 
Winner 
A winner will be assigned for each photo category and they will 
receive a $100 voucher to redeem at any NER event and a 
framed copy of the photo. 

Peoples Choice 
All the photos and links to the videos will be available on the 
NER website so the NER membership can vote. There will be a 
single peoples choice award for the combined photo categories 
and one for the videos. The prize will be a $100 voucher to 
redeem at any NER event. 

The NER event season is about to start and we’d like all the 
photographers out there to start snapping photos in prepara on 
for the 2013 Photo Contest. It’s your chance to impress your 
fellow members and there will be $$ prizes for the best photos. 
So capture the images of the fall foliage on the fall ramble or use 
your GoPro to record your fast lap around NHMS or Lime Rock. 
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194 & 200 Pond Road, Wellesley $8,950,000
Exquisite Georgian Colonial on coveted scenic Pond Road majestically set on 11+ secluded 
acres 1 mile from Wellesley Center. Magnificent 10,000+ sq. ft. brick residence decorated by 
nationally awarded interior designers. Appointed with unparalleled custom detail and quality 
of construction. Grand 2-story reception foyer with bridal staircase. Formal and informal 
rooms overlook impeccable grounds, pool, tennis court and putting green. Five en-suite 
bedrooms and separate 2-bedroom au-pair apartment. Includes buildable 1.74 acre lot. 

Office: (781) 237-9090 x330
Jill@jillboudreau.com | Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com

71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

www.NewEnglandMoves.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

Majestic Georgian Colonial

JILL BOUDREAU, PREVIEWS PROPERTY SPECIALIST

REALTOR, ABR, ASP

Direct: (617) 460-3787    www.jillboudreau.com

Unparalled Service  Unique Experience  Fresh Insight

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. 
Expect More.
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NER AUTOCROSS SERIES EVENTS #2 AND #3, 
SPONSORED BY 

 

 
 

AND 
 

 

 
 
NER’s two mid summer autocross events are coming up on Sunday June 30th and Sunday July 28th. We are promising plenty of nice
hot asphalt so you can get ferocious grip and work on your tan! We’ll supply some water, but it’s a good idea to bring your own
along with a hat and sunscreen.
As a special incentive for AX #3, Mike Noonan (of Mike’s Autobody) and Rick Hetherington (of Autobahn Performance) are bringing

grills and putting on a BBQ! Don’t miss it!
Novices are encouraged and will be warmly supported — there is a special gift for first timers! If you haven’t been doing driving
events with your Porsche, what are you waiting for? It will be a long, cold winter, so take advantage of the good weather now!
The cost per event is $40 for members or $50 for non members driving a Porsche. Registration opens a month before each event

— sign up online at www.pcaner.motorsportreg.com.
Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full driver’s license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate

via the PCA Junior Participation program. This requires that waiver signed by both parents, and one parent must attend the event.
Contact the Registrar for further details.
General questions: contact AX Co Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com). For registration information, contact

Autocross Registrar Dave Berman (autocrossreg@porschenet.com).

Directions to Fort Devens
From I 495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for two
miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on
Route 2A by bearing left at the fork. After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railroad tracks.
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Why should I autocross? Autocross allows 
you to drive your Porsche the way you’d 
like to drive it all the time but know you 
can’t! Foot on the fl oor, cornering at the 
limit, getting a little sideways — all in a safe 
setting. You will learn car control skills and 
the limits of your car in a fun, competitive 
setting.
   I haven’t done it before, isn’t it only for 

experienced drivers? Ah, that’s the beauty 
of AX (that means autocross, get it?)! AX is 
a great introduction to spirited car driving. 
Sure, there will be some very experienced 
and skilled drivers at our autocrosses. But 
learn from them, don’t be intimidated. We 
will assign a mentor to fi rst time attend-
ees — someone in a car similar to yours 
who will be available to answer questions 
and help you through your fi rst event. We 
also provide instructors who will ride with 
you when you request it and coach you to 
improve. Finally, you can ride with more 

experienced drivers to learn from them.
   I don’t want to get hurt, hurt my car, 

or wear it out. There are no guarantees 
in life but you are more likely to get in an 
accident driving to the event than at it. 
We take safety seriously. Please see the 
Safety page in the Rules section under 
Autocross on our website. And as to 
wearing out your car, this is what your 
Porsche was made to do! If your car is 
healthy (we do a tech inspection that 
covers safety items) then you won’t do it 
any more harm than you would driving 
it on the street. You’ll put a little wear on 
the tires — get over it! Worried about 
hitting a cone?  Even the worst whack is 
easily waxed away.
   I only have so many weekends I can 

do ’car stuff ‘ and I want to do Driver 

Education; I may not have time for AX! 

Hold on cowboy! Talk to the DE regulars 
–  I think they’ll recommend that you 

NER dates -  

May 19,  June 30,  July 28
September 2,  October 5 

Zone 1 - August 24-25 
NCR dates -  

April 21,  June 1,  July 14,
August 3,  September 7

practice your car control skills at a nice 
deserted airstrip before you attack a track 
with guard rails and tire walls.
   Yeah, but you don’t get to go as fast 

at autocross as you do at the track. No, 
that’s true — but try fi nding your way 
through a tight sequence of cones at 60 
mph and tell me how fast it feels. Also, at 
autocross you can safely drive your car 
right up to the limit. And remember that 
autocross, unlike DE, is a competitive event 
where you are trying to go as fast as you 
can.
   Okay, okay, maybe I should give it 

a try. Who is eligible? Anyone 18 or 
older can come. Teenage children of PCA 
members who are under 18 but have a 
full driver’s license (not a learner’s permit) 
are able to participate via the PCA Junior 
Participation program. This requires a 
waiver signed by both parents, and one 
parent must attend the event. Contact the 
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Registrar for further details. It’s a great way 
for new drivers to learn valuable, life-saving 
skills! 
   What cars are allowed? If you are a club 
member you can come in a non-Porsche 
(bring your membership card and not a 
truck or SUV; let’s not be silly!). Non-mem-
bers must come in a Porsche. Cars do not 
have to be street licensed.
   Can my husband come too? Sure, and 
we’ll even let him drive. Two people can 
drive one car. If it’s a Porsche, neither of 
you need to be PCA members. If it’s a non-
Porsche, you both need to be members 
(one can be the Affi  liate of the other). If a 
spouse or friend wants to just come and 
watch, that’s great too — and they don’t 
need to be members. Children and pets are 
welcome but they must be well supervised 
or on a leash. 
   Well, okay, now I’m serious. How do I 

sign-up? You must pre-register by Wednes-
day midnight before the event: www.
PCANER/MotorsportReg.com Registration 
opens one month before the event. We 
have never turned anyone away so it’s okay 
to wait and see what the weather is going 
to be like, but once you register there are 
no refunds. If you are sure you are totally 
committed, you can sign up for the season 
and get fi ve events for the price of four.
   What do I need to bring? You need a 
car. No kidding, you don’t technically need 
anything else. But here are some things it 
would be nice to have…
      A helmet with a Snell 2005 or later M, 
K or SA rating. We only have three loaner 
helmets, so we strongly urge you to buy or 
borrow a helmet for the event. 
      Water. It gets hot and thirsty on un-
shaded tarmac. We have some water (and 
off er a sandwich for $5 as well) but bring-
ing some extra water and maybe a snack is 
a good idea.
      Protection from the sun and rain. A hat 
and sunscreen are a fi ne idea for sunny 
days; rain gear and a tarp to put over your 
stuff  are good for rainy days.
      Tire pressure gauge. You’ll get plenty 
of advice about tire pressures if you ask so 
you might want to be able to measure it. 
Bring something to put air in if you have 
it. (You can bring a bicycle pump — don’t 
laugh, it works a lot faster than those silly 
things you plug into the cigarette lighter 
that come with your new Porsche.)
      Shoe polish or masking tape to make 
a number on your car. You can borrow 
some if you forget. You will get an e-mail 

on Friday before the event with your car 
number (once you get one you keep it 
for the season), your work assignment 
(more on that later) and instructions as 
to what to do and bring (not everyone 
will have read this nice FAQ!).
      Chair. You will have some down time 
(not much) and it’s nice to be able to sit 
outside and chat with your new friends.
   When do I need to get there? Gate 
opens at 7:00 am. Please aim for no later 
than 7:30. You are then there for the day; 
you can’t pick up and leave since you will 
have a work assignment. We are usu-
ally done by 4:00 but it could be as late 
as 5:00 pm if we run behind schedule. 
(Exceptions to leaving early can be made 
if there are special circumstances.)
   What happens after I arrive? When 
you drive in you and your passengers 
will all sign a waiver and be checked in. 
Drive to the paddock, pick a spot and 
unload your car. You must take out all 
loose objects, including non-permanent 
fl oor mats. Put your number on your car 
and then drive it to the “Tech Line” where 
it will be checked for safety. Other than 
making sure that the car is empty, the 
main checkpoints are: suspension tight 
and lug nuts secure, no leaks, and noth-
ing loose in the engine compartment 
(batteries are the usual culprit). When 
your car has been successfully checked 
it will get a sticker. Also — leave your 
helmet in the car so it can be checked 
and stickered.
   Do I get to drive now? Hold on Hoss, 
you are getting close. Just after 8:00 
am we have a Driver’s Meeting. Every-
one must attend. Yes, there is a little 
pro forma stuff  that will sound like the 
speech you get from a fl ight attendant 
—it’s there for a reason and particularly 
important for newcomers. At the 
meeting you will be told the run order 
and what to do if you are in a “dual driv-
er” car. Novices will have the opportunity 
to be paired with a mentor — an experi-
enced driver in a car similar to yours who 
will be available to answer your ques-
tions all day long. We will also identify 
instructors (who will ride with you if you 
wish) and explain the passenger policy 
(you can ride with experienced drivers). 
You will have a chance to sign up for 
lunch (probably a choice of an Italian, 
turkey or meatball sandwich for $5). And 
you will meet your worker captain who 

will confi rm your work assignment.
   Did you say work assignment? Every-
one has to work at an autocross. We divide 
the cars into two “run groups” and one 
group works while the other drives, then 
vice versa. If you are new, your work assign-
ment is likely to be as a course worker — 
putting cones back when they are knocked 
aside. Working is an important part of the 
day — the event depends on everyone 
going to their assignment quickly and do-
ing their job right. People who dodge their 
assignment are disqualifi ed and may not 
be allowed back. (Note: if for some reason 
you can’t work or are limited in what you 
can do, see the AX chair and we will make 
an accommodation.) And a little secret: 
when you are working the course, study 
the better drivers. You’ll be amazed at how 
much you learn.
   OK, now I get to drive! No, not quite. 
Remember that this isn’t like a roadracing 
course with a fi xed layout. At every auto-
cross there is a new course that you have 
never seen before. Each course is just over 
a mile long and will have 20 to 30 turns. So, 
after the Driver’s Meeting there is a course 
walk where you will have a chance to see 
the course and plan your attack. There will 
be a special walk for novices, led by an 
instructor — highly recommended if you 
are new. 
   Now do I fi nally get to drive? Well, yes, 
some of you do. Remember, half of you 
now go out to work. The remaining half is 
further divided into two sub-groups. (All 
of these divisions are made based on what 
class your car is in. All cars in the same class 
run at the same time.) If you are a dual-
driver car (for example, husband and wife 
sharing a car) then you will run in the same 
run group but in opposite sub groups. So, 
if you are driving, you move your car to the 
staging area and follow the instructions of 
the Stager. When you are directed into the 
start queue (three to fi ve cars are always 
lined up and waiting to go), you should 
switch on your headlights if you want an 
instructor.
   Hot damn! Turn me loose! Almost ready, 
calm down. You will be directed to the 
starting line by the Starter. Cars start about 
every 20 seconds. The timing crew logs 
your car in so the computer can correctly 
time you. (If you are sharing a car you are 
assigned to be either A or B. If you are B 
you should put a piece of blue painters 
tape on your helmet – they can see the 
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number on the car and the helmet mark-
ing tells whether you are A or B.) When you 
are at the start line, the Starter will tell you 
when it is okay to go. You don’t need to go 
immediately — your time starts when you 
break the plane of the lights, so compose 
yourself for a couple of seconds and then, 
off  you go!
   SCREEEEEEEEECH, VRROOOOOOM-

MMM, RRRRRRRRRRRRRR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Right, don’t forget to shift. For most 
courses and most cars you will do the 
whole run in second gear. Make sure you 
can fi nd the course (what looks obvious 
at walking speed is less obvious at 55 
mph) before you add too much speed. (If 
you are constantly off  course you will be 
required to use an instructor.) If you spin, 
gather up the car as quickly as possible 
and keep going — remember that a car 
started 20 seconds behind you. And since 
occasionally a car doesn’t keep going, stop 
immediately if a red fl ag is displayed and 
wait for instructions. Otherwise, drive as 
fast as you are comfortable and have fun! 
Oh, and please don’t try to be a hero right 
at the fi nish line: our timing equipment is 
expensive. After you cross the fi nish line, 
slow to 10 mph and exit the course. You 
can look over and see your time on the 
display but don’t stop (remember that car 
behind you). Go back to your staging posi-
tion and wait for your next run. Your times 
are also announced and you can listen by 
tuning in to a specifi ed FM station (just like 
at the drive-in theater!).
   Boy, that was fun! How many runs do I 

get? We try to do at least 10 runs an event: 
fi ve in the morning and fi ve or more 
in the afternoon. Sometimes weather 
or circumstances prevent that, but it’s 
rare. 
   Did I win? Yes, this is a competition. 
Your fi nish is based on your single 
fastest run. So, a good strategy is to go 
slow until you have learned the course. 
Then add speed and experiment a bit 
on your next runs. Try to get at least 
one good ’clean‘ run in your morning 
session — if the weather changes you 
may not be able to go faster in the af-
ternoon even if you are driving better. 
In the afternoon work, on squeezing 
out another 
second. It is not unusual for the top 
three cars in a class to be within a 
second of each other. The fastest cars 
usually do the course in just under 70 

seconds and novices (particularly if you 
have a slower car) should not be disap-
pointed with an 80 second run. If you are 
one of the top three in your class you get 
a trophy — this year they are coff ee cups 
with our logo and that of our sponsor. 
There are also special trophies for the 
three fastest novices (a novice is some-
one who has never won a 
trophy) using an index system based on 
the potential performance of your car 
(so don’t worry if you don’t have a GT3 
— it’s a fair fi ght).
   Wait, what’s a “clean” run – this isn’t 

a concours is it? No, thank god. A clean 
run means you didn’t hit any cones. 
There is a two second penalty for each 
cone you hit. And if you are “off  course” 
(failed to follow the correct path through 
the cones) you are disqualifi ed and you 
get no time for that run. With typical 
winning times of 65 to 75 seconds, it is 
very rare for someone to win using a run 
that had a cone penalty.
   OK, so when do I collect my trophy? 

After everyone has done all their runs, 
everyone (yes, sorry, a little more work) 
helps at picking up the cones, taking 
down the tent and packing up the trailer. 
You will also have some time to put your 
stuff  back in your car. While all that is 
happening the timing folks and AX chair 
are doing the scoring. Come back to the 
start area where there will be an awards 
ceremony. You get your trophy, a round
 of applause and we take a picture that 
will appear in THE NOR’EASTER.

And now I’m done? Well maybe. It’s now 
probably 4:00 – 5:00 pm and some folks 
have commitments that make them head 
home. Otherwise, there is likely to be a 
pretty large contingent that has worked up 
enough of a thirst to require a stop at our 
favorite local watering hole — the Billiards 
Café in Ayer (we like to patronize the Ayer 
business establishments!). And, of course, 
you’ll want to explain to your new friends 
how you managed to come in third and 
how you will do even better next time!

OK, I’m in. Give me the big fi nish. On-
line registration opens one month before 
each event. The cost for the day is $40 for 
members, $50 for non-members (driving a 
Porsche). Additionally, members may sign 
up on-line for all fi ve NER Autocross Series 
events in advance for $160 (a $40 savings). 
On-line signup is at: pcaner.motorsportreg.
com.
   Who do I call if I have a question? For 
general questions contact AX Chair Bill Sey-
mour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com). 
For registration information contact Auto-
cross Registrar Dave Berman (jcowenner@
gmail.com). 

How do I get to Fort Devens? From I-495 
or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West. After you go 
under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. 
Take Route 111 North for two miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. 
Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown 
Ayer. After the right turn, stay on Route 2A 
by bearing left at the fork. After the strip 
of stores, the entrance gate will be on your 
left after crossing the railroad tracks.

Sales, Maintenance & Fabrication Work on German and Italian High Performance Automobiles

PCA authorized tech inspector
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Monday - Wednesday, July 8–10, 2013 (Registration opened March 1, 2013)

NER is returning to Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant (LCMT) for what has become an annual 
Canadian visit to this outstanding 2.65 mi. track — or 4.26 km. if you prefer — set in 
the heart of the beautiful Laurentian Mountains. With 15 turns anchored by famous 
Namerow, a great ’pucker factor‘ uphill, blind-apex Turn 2 and major elevation 

changes, the circuit off ers everything imaginable for every driver from beginner to advanced. Following this 
event, many track junkies will be extending their Canadian stay with an easy four-hour trip to Calabogie for 
our July 12th–14th DE; details elsewhere in this issue.
   NER will hold one of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for advanced Black and 
Red Group drivers. There will be a beer, wine, soda and snacks social Monday at the track after the event for all 
drivers and guests.
   This always-popular event is limited to 150 drivers (fi ve run groups with a maximum of 30 cars per group). 
As of this writing, we have 90 paid registrations. I highly recommend that you register and pay immediately 
if you want to attend this event (remember, registering without paying does not reserve your spot for the 
event). If you have registered but not paid (and there are 13 drivers in this category), you had best get off  the 
dime and pay up. If we have more registrants than we can let in, decisions on who gets in will be based on the 
date the registration fee is paid.
   Of prime importance to many, we’re once again scheduled in conjunction with the free Blues Festival in the 
village where most of us stay. Set on multiple stages, and continuing into the nightclubs later on, the music is 
continuous for 14 hours a day. Details: www.tremblantblues.com.
   For you fi rst timers to LCMT, the area is a world-class resort destination, and an ideal place to bring the 
family for their summer vacation while you play on the track. Most attractions are an easy walk from your hotel including golf, boat-
ing, swimming, hiking, biking, shopping and dining with many activities specifi cally aimed at kids. Check out www.tremblant.ca for 
details.
   We’ve negotiated great hotel rates; details at http://www.porschenet.com/mont-tremblant-hotel-information/.
Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant has a storied history, hosting race winners like Mario Andretti, Dan Gurney, Jackie Stewart and more 
recently, Didier Theys. Several years ago, the track was renovated, widened and repaved, and a much safer track evolved.
   Crossing the U.S./Canada border is simple and hassle free. For U.S. and Canadian citizens who are 16 years of age and older, a pass-
port is required cross the border. Those younger than 16 may travel with a birth certifi cate.
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMWCCA and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through: www.clubregistration.net.
   Full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com.
   Students: $595
   Signed off  drivers: $525
   Instructors: $285 (before June 24th)    $360 (June 24th and later)
   Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at www.porschenet.com. Please make sure 
your e-mail address is current in your clubregistration.net profi le.
   Registration questions? Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com or (508) 529-6127 before 8:00 pm.    
   Event questions?    Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, trackchair@porschenet.com or (774) 275-1621 before 9:00 pm.
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT
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Friday – Sunday, July 12–14, 2013 (Registration opened March 1, 2013)

NER is pleased to announce that we will be returning for the seventh year 
to Calabogie Motorsports Park (CMP) for a three-day DE event. Once 
again, all three days will be open to all run groups and NER will hold 
one of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race 

start for advanced Black and Red Group drivers. There will be a beer and wine social Friday after 
the event for all drivers and guests.
   CMP was brand new in 2007 and is a 5.05 km (3.03 mile) road course with 23 turns, 65’ of 
elevation change and a 2,000’ main straight. It is located just west of Ottawa and is a short 490-
mile drive from the Boston area. And, if you combine this event with NER‘s LCMT event on July 
8th–10th, Calabogie is just a 60-mile drive from Mont Tremblant that will take less than four 
hours.
   Those who have already had a chance to drive at CMP report that it is one awesome circuit. 
Designed by Alan Wilson (designer of Barber, Carolina and the recent reconstruction of LCMT), 
it’s no surprise that CMP is fantastic to drive. To have a preview of the track, go to www.calabo-
giemotorsports.com. While you are at the website, check out the facilities at the track as well as 
information about local hotels and restaurants.
   Crossing the U.S./Canada border is simple and hassle free. For U.S. and Canadian citizens who 
are 16 years of age and older, a passport is required cross the border. Those younger than 16 
may travel with a birth certifi cate.
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMWCCA and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through: www.clubregistration.net.
   Full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com.
   Students: $585
   Signed off  drivers: $495
   Instructors: $275 (before June 28th)    $350 (June 28th and later)
   Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at www.
porschenet.com. Please make sure your e-mail address is current in your clubregistration.net 
profi le.
   Registration questions?
Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com or (508) 529-6127 before 8:00 pm.
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, trackchair@porschenet.com or 
(774) 275-1621 before 9:00 pm.
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2013 Driver Education Schedule – Overview
For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 
Event Dates Days  Track   Host Registration  Pricing*

        Open Date Inst Solo Student 
April 13-14  Sat/Sun  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 
May 7-8   Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
May 27-28  Mon/Tues New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 
June 10-11 Mon/Tues Limerock Park (LRP) NCR See NCR  $150 $400 $400 
July 8-10 Mon/T/Wed Mt Tremblant (LCMT) NER Mar 1  $285 $525 $595 
July 12-14 Fri/Sat/Sun Calabogie (CMP)  NER Mar 1  $275 $495 $585 
Aug 6-7   Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $320 $370 
Aug 23-25 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER  Mar 1  $270 $495 $570 
Oct 10-11 Thur/Fri  New Hampshire  NCR See NCR  N/C $300 $350 

*Pricing for the 2013 DE season has not been fi nalized as this goes to print and is subject to change. 
NOTE: Instructors are no charge (N/C) for NHMS provided they register 21 days or more in advance. Instructor registration less 
than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. Instructors who register less than 14 days in advance of events at other 
tracks will be charged an extra $25 per day
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There are two ways to answer the 
question.
   From a technical perspective, 
Drivers Education (DE) is a program 

developed by the PCA to give drivers the 
opportunity to learn how to drive their cars 
on real racetracks in a safe, controlled and 
fun environment. Typical DE events are run 
over one, two or three days. Drivers are 
assigned to one of four or fi ve run groups. 
Each day is separated into four sets of run 
groups so all drivers are on track four times 
per day for 20 to 30 minutes each time. To 
ensure maximum safety and fun, you’re 
placed in a run group with other drivers 
with similar experience and skill levels. In 
the beginner and novice (student) groups, 
drivers are accompanied by PCA trained 
and certifi ed instructors who will teach you 
high-performance driving techniques and 
fundamentals. DE driving is not racing or 
even preparation for racing. The events are 
not timed and there are no prizes. Pre-
scribed passing zones, rules, and codes of 
conduct add to the safe environment. 
   From an enthusiasts perspective, DE can 
easily become a lifestyle throughout the 
summer and in fact year ‘round. Waking 
moments are spent at the track, or thinking 
about the next time there. We live for the 
rush of adrenaline that comes from mo-
ments like touching 150 mph just before 
jumping on the brakes for the “Bus Stop” 
chicane at Watkins Glen. Or, while allowing 
the car to drift out to the turn-in point at 
the end of the front straight before power-
ing over the crest of a blind apex at Mont-
Tremblant. Just as importantly, high points 
of seasons at DE events include laughing 
with new and old friends over the events of 
the day, or instructors sharing what they’ve 
learned and watching the smile of new 
students as they discover the capabilities 

of themselves and their cars. Yes, some 
of us are DE addicts. Others attend only 
a few a days a year, and enjoy building 
their competency and letting the car do 
what it was built to do.
   For this 2013 season we’ve lined up 
some great tracks and events — fi ve 
diff erent tracks, as you’ll see below, 
including two favorites in Canada and 
weekends at Calabogie and Watkins 
Glen International. 
   DE is a diff erent experience for every-
one. You’ve got to try it. The only critical 
components are desire and a car! 
   Drill deeply into the DE section of our 
website and you’ll fi nd lots of informa-
tion and helpful ideas. Hope to see you 
at the track.
   What’s new or continuing for 2013? 

Lots of days, lots of tracks, lots more 

fun:

   This year we have once again orga-
nized a calendar coordinating events 
hosted by the Northeast (NER) and 
North Country (NCR) regions of the PCA. 
These coordinated events provide the 
dedicated DE enthusiast the chance 
for 21 days of driving on fi ve diff erent 
circuits, including a return to Lime Rock 
Park. In answer to many requests, we 
have three weekend events in 2013. One 
is hosted by NCR at our home track in 
Loudon, New Hampshire Motor Speed-
way (NHMS), part of 10 total days there. 
In addition, we will have a three-day 
weekend event at Calabogie in Canada, 
and a three-day weekend event at 
Watkins Glen in New York. Our signature 
event at Canada’s Le Circuit Mont-Trem-
blant (LCMT), July 8th–10th, takes place 
once again at the same time as the free 
Mont-Tremblant Blues Festival, making it 
a great opportunity for a family outing. 

That event is immediately followed by a 
three-day event, also in Canada at Calabo-
gie Motorsports Park, July 12th–14th with 
the 11th set aside for traveling from LCMT, 
approximately a three-hour drive.
   DE rebate program:

   This year we will continue the rebate 
program that we started in 2012. Drivers 
attending three or more of NER’s DE events 
will qualify for a rebate. The more events 
you attend, the better the rebate. Drivers 
attending three events receive a 5% rebate, 
four events a 7.5% rebate, and those at-
tending all fi ve NER DE events earn a 10% 
rebate. Participation in the rebate program 
requires no additional eff ort on your part, 
no receipts to save or forms to submit, and 
will be paid out automatically after our 
fi nal DE event in August.  
   For those new to DE:

   Our 2013 season will feature our annual 
Novice Day as part of our fi rst event of the 
season. The event will be held at NHMS (a 
short, one-hour drive north of Boston) on 
May 7th, the fi rst day of our May 7th–8th 
DE event, and will be hosted by NER. The 
Novice Program will include special class-
room sessions with NER’s Chief of Novice 
Development — possibly joined by pro-
driver and coach Dennis Macchio — cover-
ing basic driving, driving techniques, terms, 
fundamentals and objectives. In addition, 
the Novice Program will include a number 
of on-track driving sessions with expe-
rienced NER/NCR PCA instructors. Note: 
while details are still being worked out, our 
plan is for the Novice Program on May 7th 
to be focused on true novices. Since regis-
tration numbers are obviously unknown, 
fi rst time DE participants will be admitted 
fi rst, followed by Green run group drivers 
with three or fewer days track experience, 
and a wait list will be established for more 

What Is Drivers Education?
Stan Corbett
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experienced Green and Yellow run group 
drivers who will be admitted if there are 
more instructors than required for the 
Novice group. Solo drivers in the Blue, 
White and Black run groups may register 
for the May 7th–8th event and participate 
in a normal DE day both days.
   No more paper… save the planet!

   NER is continuing our policy of not 
accepting paper registrations. To regis-
ter for any event hosted by NER you will 
need to do so on-line at clubregistration.
net. Once you have created an account 
and profi le with the clubregistration.net 
website, it is a quick, simple process to 
sign up for an event, and electronic pay-
ment is available. You will, however, still 
be able to send a check by ”snail mail” if 
you prefer. See our website for details. For 
NCR hosted events, go to their website 
and their registration site.
   Watch the NER website

   While we e-mail information to reg-
istered drivers, the website should 
be checked periodically for new and 
updated information. For example, the 
rates and reservation information for the 
Mont-Tremblant hotels with which we 
negotiate special rates will be posted on 
the website at the “DE Event Information” 
page.
   Registration Process

   How to register:

   The coordination of the two regions’ 
schedules means two diff erent websites 
for registration, one for NER events and 
another for NCR events. On the event 
calendar you will notice the host region 
is identifi ed. Although both regions co-
operate with each other, the host region 
handles registration. All rules and policies 
are consistent regardless of host region. 
The host region’s registration website will 
be the only point of 
registration for the events they are 
hosting. This means that, for example, 
for the May 7th–8th Novice Day and DE 
event you must go to NER’s registration 
website, and for the NCR DE events at 
New Hampshire and Lime Rock Park you 
must go to NCR’s (the host’s) registration 
website to register.
   Each region may also require you to 
establish your credentials as a driver, 
and give details of your car before you 
are able to register for an event. Both 
regions have similar policies and require-
ments, but the registration websites may 

have diff erences in formats. In all cases, 
setting up your profi le with the registra-
tion website should be a one-time aff air 
unless your vehicle and/or other profi le 
items change. After you have provided 
your details to each registration site, you 
will be able to log in and will be auto-
matically remembered. For our return-

ing drivers, be sure to update your 

profi le including driving history, update 

your car info. if you change or add cars, 

and keep your e-mail address current! 

The last is particularly important as we 

use the registration site to send infor-

mation to drivers via e-mail.

   Under the DE calendar you will fi nd 
contact details and web addresses for 
each of the regions. If you have any is-
sues with registering either yourself as a 
driver or for any particular event, please 
do not hesitate to contact any of us.
    When to register:

   In most cases registration for all NER 
events opens on March 1, 2012.
   As a general word of warning, be aware 
that both regions accept entries on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. This year 
(as a result of the coordinated calendar), 
there will be much greater demand for 
most events; we fully expect that some 
will be sold out very early. Although 
you cannot register before the registra-
tion opening day, we strongly suggest 

you register as early as possible after 

March 1st to avoid disappointment. 

This is particularly important for the 

Green and Yellow student run groups, 

as the number admitted to any event is 

dependent upon the number of instruc-

tors signing up. Instructors tend to be 

late in registering, so you Student driv-

ers should sign up early. Early registra-

tion is particularly important for the 

Mont-Tremblant event, July 8th–10th, 

as only 30 cars are allowed on the track 

at any time (a maximum of 150 cars for 

the event).

   Other important information about 

registration:

   Though NER and NCR are entirely 
separate and distinct regions, we’ve 
done our best to coordinate our policies 
and procedures to make the DE season 
as seamless as possible. Even so, please 
familiarize yourself with the host region’s 
policies and protocols by reading the 
host region’s policies as found on their 
individual websites. Do not assume 

the rules to which you are accustomed at 
your home region events will be the same 
as those of other regions. Your standard 
operating procedure should be to check 
the DE pages of any region’s event you are 
attending far enough in advance to allow 
compliance with their policies; and those 
may change from year to year.
   A few registration caveats:

   Registration closes two weeks prior to an 
event:
   Signing up for an event without paying 
is not a fully valid registration. Until your 
payment is received, either by check or 
electronically, you are not registered and 
a space will not be held for you for the 
event. If you pay after the two-week cut-
off  or at the event with permission of the 
registrar, you may be subject to a $50/day 
or $100/event surcharge, whichever is less.
   All registrations will normally be for the 
entire one, two, or three days of the event. 
A driver wishing to register for fewer days 
than the entire event may have to pay a 
surcharge ($25/day) and should check fi rst 
with the registrar.
   Instructors are urged to register early 

to allow us to admit as many student 

drivers as possible.

   If instructors register within two weeks of 
an event, they will pay an additional $25/
day beyond the Instructor rate. In the case 
of NHMS events, that period is 21 days 
prior to the event and the charge is $75/
day.
   All of the above surcharges are at the 
discretion of the Track Chair, Registrar and/
or Chief Instructor, and may be modifi ed 
depending on the individual circumstanc-
es of an event.
   Who can drive in a PCA Driver Educa-

tion event?

   NER & NCR have the same basic require-
ments:
   - You must be 18 years or older
   - You must be a currently licensed driver
   - You must not be under the infl uence 
of drowsiness-inducing or mind-altering 
substances (prescribed or not) prior to or 
during the event.
   - You must be a member of PCA or other 
recognized car club.
   For more information on requirements 
go to www.porschenet.com.
   What can you drive at a PCA Driver 

Education event?

   Both regions accept any Porsche vehicle 
(excluding tractors, because they don’t 
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have seat belts). NER also accepts any non-
Porsche driven by a PCA member, or mem-
ber of another car club recognized by NER. 
NCR has agreed to conform to the above 
at our shared events. If in doubt, contact 
NCR’s registrar at de-register@ncr-pca.org.
   Generally speaking, any Porsche that is 
’as delivered‘ and is currently in good, safe 
working order will be acceptable for entry 
in any Driver Education event. Depending 
on the host region’s specifi c rulings, the 
same can be said of most cars produced by 
other makers. The only consistently estab-
lished exceptions are:
   All cabriolets (other than Porsche 996s, 
997s and Boxsters) must be equipped with 
a roll bar.
   Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be 
required to modify the mountings of, or 
install, seat belts. Host websites will give 
details of requirements and should be 
checked periodically to stay current with 
any changes. All vehicles are required to 
have at least three-point seat belts.
   For vehicles modifi ed from original 
specifi cation, please check the host region’s 
website for requirements. Most impor-
tantly, check for specifi c details regarding 
the installation of racing harnesses, racing 
seats, and the requirements for equal 
restraints on both passenger and driver 
seats. Also be aware that many tracks have 
dB (noise) limits — a modifi ed exhaust may 
not be acceptable. Check the websites and 
read your registration acknowledgements.
   What else is needed?

   Both regions will require that your vehicle 

be given a pre-track Technical Inspection 
by a PCA-recognized inspector. These 
inspections must be undertaken prior 
to arrival at the event, and are intended 
primarily to ensure the safety and track-
worthiness of your vehicle. Details of 
these inspections, along with download-
able NER and NCR tech forms and a list 
of recognized inspectors, can be found 
at each of the host regions’ websites. 
Each host region will have slightly diff er-
ent forms and requirements, but each 
will accept the host region’s “Tech” form 
signed and stamped by another region’s 
registered tech inspector. Please be 
aware, however, that technical inspec-
tion does not negate the vehicle’s driver/
owner responsibility for the vehicle to be 
safe and in compliance with all PCA, host 
region and/or track requirements.
   All PCA Driver Education events require 
that you wear a helmet while on the 
track. Both host regions require that 
these helmets meet at least the SA2005, 
SA2010, M2005 or M2010 standards. In 
addition, NER will also allow K2005 and 
K2010 helmets. In all cases, SA ratings 
are strongly recommended for their fi re 
safety qualities. Helmet certifi cations 
occur every fi ve years and are valid in 
PCA events for 10 years, so an SA2005 
or M2005 (or K2005) helmet will only be 
valid for three more years.
   Note: If you’re buying a helmet this 
year, the NER Track Committee strongly 
recommends that you get a closed-face 
SA-rated helmet for the additional safety 

it aff ords.
   While NER does not require that your car 
be equipped with a fi re extinguisher, NER 
does strongly recommend it. You should be 
aware, however, that most regions still do 
require a 2-½ lb (minimum) class BC or ABC 
fi re extinguisher be mounted in a metal 
bracket and bolted to a metal surface. 
Some regions allow a one-time exemption 
from this requirement for the fi rst event a 
driver attends. Be sure to check the host 
region’s requirements.
   In summary:

• Identify who is hosting the event or 
events you wish to enter;
• Go to the host’s website(s) and locate 
links to Driver Education;
• Go to their registration site and register 
for events;
• Pay on-line or forward a check to the host 
region;
• Have a fi re extinguisher installed in your 
car (if required by the host region);
• Beg, borrow or buy a helmet that meets 
or exceeds SA2005 or M2005 (or K2005);
• Download a tech inspection form a 
couple of weeks before the event;
• Locate a nearby tech inspector from your 
home region’s website;
• Have your car inspected and keep the 
tech form, as you will need it at the event;
• Read the website’s articles on what to 
expect and what to bring;
• Come to the track and have fun.

Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER)    North Country Region (NCR)  Tracks
www.porschenet.com   www.ncr-pca.org    NHMS – www.nhms.com 
          CMP – www.calabogiemotorsports.com 
Registrar    Registrar    LCMT – www.lecircuit.com 
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127  John Lussier - 802-728-4457  WGI – www.theglen.com 
         cell 802-272-6770  LRP – www.limerock.com 

Track Chair    Track Chair   
Stan Corbett – 774-275-1621  Mark Watson - 603-488-5405
          cell 603-854-0643

Event Registration Site   Event Registration Site  
www.clubregistration.net   www.motorsportreg.com 
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Special Porsche Night on July 25th with members of 

NER, NCR and Typ356NE encouraged to turn out.  

German car nights on June 20th and August 22nd.
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august 24th - 25th, 2013 moore airfield, ft. devens ayer, ma

this year’s event
The Zone 1 Autocross is a two-day event. There will 
be a different course each day. PCA’s Parade Competition
Rules (PCR’s) for Medium Sized Regions are used for 
classifying cars. Entrants must compete both days in 
order to trophy. There will be a team Challenge for all 
PCA Regions. Registration opens 8:00 a.m. sharp, first 
car off approximately 9:15 a.m. both days. All participants
must be current PCA members. Porsche cars only.

how much it costs
$70/person early registration on or before 8/12/13
$95/person after 8/12/13
Registration fees are for one or two days.
Online registration via clubregistration.net only.
No on-site registration the day of the event. 
Registration will open 7/5/13 and close 8/21/13.

where to stay
Springhill Suites by Marriott
31 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA 01434
Phone: 978-772-3030
http://devenscommoncenter.com
Rate: $129/night + tax
Refer to: ""Porsche Club Autocross" for group rate
You must book by 8/2/13 for group rate

who to talk to
Zone 1 Autocross Chair: Don Coburn
autoxerpca@aol.com or (516) 804-2562

Zone 1 Autocross Registrar: Aaron Ambrosino
zone1axregistrar@gmail.com or (518) 729-0017 

links to the pcr’s will be posted on the zone 1 website - http://zone1.pca.org

ZONEautocross
twenty eighth annual 
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

Tuesday – Wednesday, August 6th-7th, 2013   

(Registration opened in March) 

NER is hosting another terrifi c DE event at NHMS on Tuesday 
August 26th and Wednesday August 7th.  This gives you an 
excellent opportunity to really get a handle on what it's like 
to drive on a real race track, very close to home.

    NHMS is our home away from home, just north of the Massachusetts border
in Louden, New Hampshire. It's an easy hour from Boston and is the site of many 
televised races, including NASCAR events. What is not usually shown is their 1.6 mile 
road course with 12 turns and some nice elevation changes known as the “Miracle 
Mile” making for a good learning environment for Novices and a challenging drive
for our advanced drivers. As usual this event is open to current PCA, BMW, and other 
recognised car club members.

To register for this event go to www.clubregistration.net
More DE info is available at www.porschenet.com
Pricing is as follows:
Green and Yellow Students $370
Signed off  Student $320
Instructors (before August 25th) No Charge Instructors (after July 25th $75)
Garages will be available on a fi rst come fi rst serve basis for $50.
   Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages 
and at www.porschenet.com. Please make sure your e-mail address is current in your 
clubregistration.net profi le.
   Registration questions?Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com or 
(508) 529-6127 before 8:00 pm.
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, trackchair@porschenet.com or 
(774) 275-1621 before 9:00 pm.
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NER invites you once 
again to enjoy 
a polo match 
at Myopia Hunt 

Club in Hamilton, MA on Sunday, August 
11th. Watch as the two- and four-legged 
athletes compete for the Porsche Cup! We’ll 
have exclusive fi eld-side parking assigned 
to NER members, where you can relax, 
check out each other’s cars, have a great 
view of the match, and enjoy some B.Y.O. 
food and refreshments with fellow club 
members. This year, we will be judging the 
most exotic, creative (and delicious) food 
creations, so get your culinary creativity 
going and break out the crystal and china 
to impress the judges and your friends. We 
also have our “Bachelor class” for those who 
eat on the run. 
   Some background for non-polo afi cio-
nados: Myopia Polo holds the distinction 
of being the oldest active polo club in 
America. One of fi ve charter members of 
the United States Polo Association in 1891, 
except for two wartime hiatuses, club play-

ers have competed on summer Sundays 
on the original Gibney Field (named 
after what was Gibney Farm) since the 
fi rst game in 1887.
   Gibney Field was the scene of the fi rst 
formal intercollegiate game, with Har-
vard playing Yale in 1907. It has hosted 
the U.S. Senior Championship, the 
equivalent of what is now the U.S. Open 
championship. Polo scenes from the 
1967 movie classic The Thomas Crown 
Aff air with Steve McQueen were shot on 
the site.
   The Porsche Cup is part of the Forbes 
Cup series, which was initially regarded 
as the New England Championship of 
polo, played between Fairfi eld, CT and 
Myopia. Recently, the Forbes Cup tour-
nament has been played at an eight-goal 
level, meaning that the handicaps of all 
players on each team cannot exceed 
eight goals. The Forbes Cup is one of 
Myopia's most prestigious tournaments, 
and professional players from across 
the United States and Argentina will be 

on Gibney Field to battle it out on August 
11th for the Porsche Cup.
   Polo is one of the few sports requiring 
active spectator participation. During the 
match, after the third and sixth chukka, 
you can walk off  your picnic and help 
maintain the fi eld by replacing the divots 
on the fi eld kicked up by the ponies. Fol-
lowing the match, the crowd is invited to 
join the awards ceremony at the center 
of the fi eld. The $10/car admission can be 
paid at the gate. Plan to bring your own 
food and refreshments.
   NER will have its own designated parking 
area for tailgating and socializing. Gates 
open at 1:30 and Match Time is 3:00 pm. 
In order to reserve our parking area, we 
need to let the folks at Myopia know how 
many of us there will be. Please register for 
this event at: http://volunteersignup.org/
RYHRX
   The Myopia Polo fi elds are at 435 Bay 
Road, South Hamilton, MA.
   Questions? Contact Bill Seymour at 
admin@porschenet.com.

Porsches and Polo, Hamilton, MA
August 11th 1:30 PM
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2012 NER DRIVERS EDUCATION EVENT

with a DE Enduro
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Off Camber Left

High Speed Left
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Bus Stop

Toe of the Boot

Heel of the Boot

Hot Pits

Pit OUT

Pit IN

Generously Sponsored by 
European Performance Engineering, Inc.

Friday – Sunday, August 23rd – 25th, 2013   Registration opened in March

Many thanks to our long-time sponsor of this event, European Performance Engineering 
in Natick, MA. A quick call to EPE at (508) 651-1316 and you can arrange for your no-
charge, pre- event tech inspection.
   Many drivers name “The Glen” as their favorite track. From its ragged infancy in 1948 

through
many incarnations over the years, Watkins Glen remains one of the premier road courses in the
world, hosting events from NASCAR to Can-Am, Grand-Am, U.S. Vintage Grand Prix and IndyCar
races.
   The 3.4 mi. circuit has been continually updated and driven by every iconic pro imaginable, not
limited to Hill, Stewart, Clark, Lauda, Fittipaldi, Bordon, Dailey, Lally, Brensinger and Bell. Don’t miss
your opportunity to join this list and drive “New York’s Thunder Road.”
   We’ll hold one of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start for advanced
Black and Red groups, emulated by some, duplicated by none. All drivers and guests are invited to 
a beer and wine social Friday at Lakeside Park immediately following our track driving.
Garages will be available on a fi rst registered, fi rst served basis: $60 for three days. Sign up now.
Our events are open to current PCA, BMW and other recognized car club members.
Registration for this event will be handled by NER through www.clubregistration.net and full DE
info will be available at www.porschenet.com. Pricing for the event is as follows:
Students $570
Signed-off  drivers $495
Instructors (before August 10) $270 (August 10 and later) $345
  Directions to the track and further details will be included in Track Rats messages and at www.
porschenet.com. Please make sure your e-mail address is current in your clubregistration.net 
profi le.
   Registration questions?
Contact Mark Keefe, Registrar at TCReg@PorscheNet.com or (508) 529-6127 before 8:00 pm.
   Event questions? Contact Stan Corbett, Track Chair, trackchair@porschenet.com or 
(774) 275-1621 before 9:00 pm.
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E
lsewhere in this issue are 
articles about the 2013 Spring 
Ramble, but here’s a brief re-
port on the Silent Auction that 
was held during the Saturday 
night cocktail party and dinner. 

NER members donated over 20 wonderful 
items ranging from handcrafted jewelry, to 
vouchers for theatre tickets, to certifi cates 
for service at EPE. The bidding was brisk 
and we raised $5,070 to benefi t NER’s char-
ity, Angel Flight NE. 
   As you know, Angel Flight NE works with 
volunteer pilots who donate their time, 
planes, and all the costs of fl ying them, to 
take patients and their families to medical 
institutions at no cost to them. If you go to 
the Angel Flight NE website, http://www.
angelfl ightne.org/, you can learn more and 
read some of the heartwarming stories 
about those who have benefi ted and the 
pilots who have fl own these missions.
   NER and Angel Flight want to thank all 
those who bid, and especially those with 
high bids. 

   Special thanks go to the 
following donors of auction items (in no 
particular order):
   Eileen Walker (The Woven Cloth)
   Dave Mahaney and Lime Rock Park
   Rick and Chris Lavigne (Shelter Cover 
Marina)
   Angel Flight
   European Performance Engineering
   Merrimack Repertory Theatre

NER Raises $5070 for Angel Flight
at the Spring Ramble!

Joyce Brinton
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   Susan Silberberg
   Lily Boddour
   Trinity Repertory Theatre
   Huntington Theatre Company
   Robert Cohen
   William Daskowski (Will Charles Salon)
   Derek Kenney (Sound in Motion)
   David Vermon (The Vernon Company)
   Andrew and Maryann Chiras
   Diane Schoenfelder



The 2013 Ramble: A Report
Tania Deary

Photos as noted.



T
he last weekend in April means 
only one thing in our house-
hold: it’s ramblin’ time! God 
forbid one of our kids should 
decide to get married or deliver 
off spring on that weekend — it 

would pose a serious dilemma.
   The 2013 Porsche Ramble took us to 
the historic Mt. Washington Hotel, where 
the grandeur of a bygone era has segued 
gracefully into the 21st century. The stage 
was set, and by Friday afternoon the cast 
was assembling: over 140 Porsches, in ev-
ery color, shape and vintage. All were eager 
to play their part in another hit production 
directed by Ramblemeister Bruce Hauben, 
and sponsored by European Performance 
Engineering. This year Mother Nature 
decided not to play the drama queen. In-
stead, she served up blue skies and balmy 
temperatures, perhaps to atone for last 
year’s antics.
   The early arrivals had time to explore the 
hotel. The most luxurious of its era, the 
Mount Washington Hotel opened in 1902. 
Since then it has hosted luminaries, presi-
dents, Porsche drivers, and most notably, 
the Bretton Woods International Monetary 
Conference, where in 1944 delegates from 
44 countries established the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund. It was 
here that the gold standard was set at $35 
an ounce. (That number doesn’t seem 
so improbable when you consider that a 
Porsche built in Gmund around that time 
went for well under $4k!)
   But I ramble. 
   Saturday morning we convened for the 
customary drivers’ meeting in the Grand 
Ballroom. This year there were mercifully 
no revisions to the route, and the only 
notations I needed to make were circling 
the pit stops and odometer re-zero points 
— both essential elements of a successful 
Ramble.
   Ah, but it was a splendid sight: a colon-
nade of Porsches winding down the drive 
of the Mt. Washington Hotel. The stage was 
set for a photo op: snow-capped mountain 
backdrop, cars in the foreground, and hotel 
in the middle distance — just a pity that 
the Grande Dame was veiled.
   In no time at all we found ourselves 
in Crawford Notch. I was half jealous of 
the hikers that were setting out for what 
must have been stellar hikes. The hillsides 
were punctuated with birches, and snow 
patches still clung to north-facing slopes. 

The peak.

Delightful dinner.

And they’re off !

Opposite: The Mt. Washington Hotel. Peter Mozzone. 

Stan Corbett

Steve Anderson

Steve Anderson 
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A railroad track at impossible heights 
threaded past cliff s with frozen waterfalls. 
Even the Attitash ski area, though closed, 
had mounds of snow at the base.
   Up to this point we’d been traveling com-
fortably a couple of cars back in a pod of 
about fi fteen Porsches. Then came the fi rst 
turning: two cars spilled away at the Old 
West Side Road. A moment of indecision 
ensued, but, detail-oriented as I am, I didn’t 
like the “Old,” and was very relieved when 
our intended turn onto “West Side Road” 
came into view — with the unfortunate 
consequence that we were now the lead 
car. Pressure’s on! Happily, this Ramble was 
kind to the navigators, as nearly every turn 
coincided with either a stop sign or traffi  c 
signal. 
   So we sat back to enjoy the scenery. We 
drove past magnifi cent hemlock forests, 
and deciduous trees at the lower elevations 
showed a promise of spring. Wooly alpacas 
grazed on succulent new grass. It was a 
carpe diem day, and people were out in 
force: fi shermen, hikers and climbers, farm-
ers, a man rollerblading his dog, the local 
constabulary... We spotted the fi rst cop 
around mile twenty-six, lying in wait — and 
probably alerting all his buddies up ahead. 
That was apparently not far off  the mark, as 
we encountered several more police cars 
en route to Conway. It kept everyone on 
best behavior.
   Shortly beyond Conway, we got onto 
the Kancamagus Highway. The boulder-
strewn Swift River was on our right, while 
snow banks topped with pine needles, like 
sprinkles on ice cream, lined the left side 
of the road. We were amused by some of 
the random signage along the ‘Kanc,’ one 
admonishing “No Fireworks.” Really? Who 
would feel compelled to set off  fi reworks in 
the middle of the woods? 
   We climbed eff ortlessly to an altitude of 
2,865 feet, unlike the bicyclists who were 
slogging along. We had caught up with 
about 15 Porsches, and with a red one and 
a yellow one just ahead of us it was a pretty 
sight indeed as we wound our way back 
down. Now the river was on our left — this 
time the Pemigewasset. 
   After passing the Loon Mountain ski area, 
the descent was fi gurative as well as literal: 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. Civiliza-
tion was rearing its ugly head again as we 
drove past an unattractive sprawl from 
Hobo Hills Adventure Golf to Screamin’ 
Skip’s Motors. New Hampshire’s “Live Free 

or Die” motto is a noble sentiment, but 
sometimes a little zoning restraint is not 
a bad thing. 
   We lost most of the cars ahead of us 
to various pit stops, and by the time we 
left North Woodstock we were out front 
again. Cruising along on Rte. 112, our 
radar detector suddenly began chirping 
like a crazed chipmunk. Sure enough, 
lurking by the side of the road in the 
‘ready to go’ position sat a white cop car. 
We all fi led meekly by, and when the last 
Porsche had passed, on went the fl ash-
ing blue lights. My heart sank. Whom 

would he single out but the lead car? (That 
would be us.) But, the gods were on our 
side, and he pulled over the car behind us, 
who had just passed another car. Whew!
   Just beyond Swiftwater we passed NH 
Covered Bridge #29, where last summer we 
discovered a delightful swimming hole in 
the river. Then as we turned onto Rte. 135, 
the scenery reminded us of some of our 
Vermont rambles; indeed, as we paralleled 
the Connecticut River, we were looking 
across rolling farmland to Vermont. 
   The Mountain View Grand Hotel thor-
oughly spoiled us with lunch — the beef 

Bruce and Joyce. 

The view. 

Peter Mazzone 

Steve Anderson
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bourguignon was a pleasant surprise, and 
we couldn’t have had a more pleasant 
venue to stretch our legs.
   The drive after lunch was just as enjoyable 
as the morning’s run, and the landscape as 
varied. A herd of Swiss Holsteins grazing in 
a meadow added charm — and fragrance 
— to the bucolic scene. Quite unexpected-
ly, we came upon literally thousands of cars 
parked around the Pinkham Notch Visitor 
Center. (We learned subsequently that 
there were a record 2,500 people at Tucker-
man’s Ravine that day — surely testimony 
to the gorgeous weather.)
   All too soon we were pulling up the 
graceful approach to our hotel again, well 
satisfi ed with the day’s drive. The varied ter-
rain and stunning scenery more than made 
up for the occasional bumpy surface. Bruce 
and Joyce had done it again!
   There was time for a walk before readying 
ourselves for the evening’s events. Over 
cocktails (grazie, Jerry!) we reminisced 
and traded driving tales, placed bids at 
the Angel Flight silent auction, and then 
fi led into the graciously appointed Grand 
Ballroom for a delicious dinner. Truly a day 
well spent!

   After a lavish breakfast the next morn-
ing, it was time for farewells. As we 
waved good-bye and roared off  on our 
separate ways, one thought prevailed: 
Cooperstown, Ho!

Snow capped glory. Peter Mazzone 
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Michelle and John. 

A beautiful spring day. 

Dinner. Peter Mazzone 

Steve Anderson 

Peter Mazzone 

Peter Mazzone Ramblemeister

Jim BaerYou Bettcha!
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T
he 2013 South of Boston (SoBo) 
coff ee group met at the Moose 
Café in Tiverton RI on Sunday, 
April 21st at 10:00 am. We had 
a decent turnout, with a dozen 
Porsches with about 16 drivers 

and riders.

   Because of articles pertaining to the 
Intermediate Shaft (IMS) bearing failures, 
I brought a photo of my C4’s dropped en-
gine with the IMS bearing removed, along 
with the actual replaced IMS, which was 
in perfect condition. The IMS issue quickly 
became a topic of discussion because Dave 
Melchar’s very clean 2005 997S recently 
suff ered the IMS failure. Fortunately, the 
Porsche was covered by an extended war-
ranty.

   Anyhow, making the rear of my Porsche 
into a table, I deployed the spoiler, placed 
the engine photo and IMS bearing on the 
louvered panel, and then my wife Rose-
mary and I mixed with the group.

   Because of Dave Melchar’s invite, Gar-
ret Connelly drove in with his grey 2004 
996 C4S. Garret has performed some nice 
upgrades to his Porsche while tinkering in 
his garage.

   Dan Sullivan (he has begun submitting ar-
ticles to THE NOR’EASTER about his history 
with Porsches) drove in from Plymouth is 
his pristine 2012 Black Edition Boxster. 

   Ken and Heather Urban slid in driving their 
eye-catching blue 1996 blue 996, along 
with another blue Porsche — a Boxster 
driven by Robert Reployle. David and Pat 
Collins also drove in their blue Porsche, a 
2002 996. Dave is building a barn — new 
space for the Porsche. The fourth blue 

Porsche was Lee and Heather’s recently 
purchased 1977 911.

   With the reds were Jim Tooley and his 
2006 911 C2S and Paul Soares’s 1987 944 
(more about Paul follows).

   Jeff  Corey arrived in his 2002 grey 996T 
and Mariah and Mike Mello zipped in 
driving a 2002 silver 996 cab. Mariah 
bought Mike his fi rst Porsche, a Boxster.

   We were enjoying drinking coff ee out in 
the parking lot looking at the Porsches 
on a very brisk, sunny April morning. 
Around noontime, the group began 
to leave and I went to my Porsche to 
retrieve my photograph and IMS bearing 
that was sitting on the spoiler. Shortly 
after, I realized that my ignition key had 
been in the ON position for more than 
two hours. 

   My battery was more than six years old 
and it wouldn’t turn the engine over. 

Fortunately, Paul (the 944 guy) had jump-
ers and got my C4 running; thanks again 
Paul. After returning to Aquidneck Island 
I did a load test on the battery and deter-
mined that a new battery was necessary. 
With the new battery, my C4 was ready for 
the freezing temperatures forecast for next 
week’s Porsche Ramble in New Hampshire.

   Our next coff ee is scheduled for Sunday, 
May 19th from 10:00 am to noon at Cus-
tom House Coff ee, 600 Clock Tower Square 
at West Main Road, Portsmouth, RI.

SoBo
The South of Boston Coffe Group

Copy and Photos Roger Slocum

The April Event
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The Annual Newcommers Meeting!
Bill SeymourT

he annual Newcomers Meeting 
was held on Sunday April 21st 
at Ira Porsche in Danvers. We 
caught some nice weather for 
a change, and drew a record 
crowd. Each of the event/activ-

ity chairs gave a fi ve- to ten- (or 20) minute 
presentation on their respective areas: Stan 
Corbett for DE, Bill Seymour for Autocross, 
Charlie and Martha Dow for Tours, Bruce 
Hauben for the Ramble, Steve Ross for Con-
cours, Adrianne Ross for THE NOR’EASTER 
and Bill again for Social/Tech/Annual 
Dinner topics. We then turned the event 
over to our host, Chris Husband (Ira Sales 
Manager), who fi lled us in on the latest 
things Porsche and raffl  ed off  a variety of 
nice freebies (led by the ever-popular case 
of Mobil 1 oil). Ira was also represented by 
General Manager Rick Bickford and Parts 
Manager David Oliver.

   Almost everyone went home with a hat, 
shirt, key fob or other piece of Porsche 
merchandise. The grand fi nale was the un-
veiling of a new 2014 Cayman S, stunning 
in midnight blue. Thanks again to Ira for 
hosting the event, to the presenters and to 
the many newcomers (who we now expect 
to see at a variety of activities!). 

Photos as noted

Marni BariloneCars staged for our May cover.

Marcus CollinsNew members.



T
he South of Boston (SoBo) 
group’s second coff ee dur-
ing 2013 was held at Custom 
House Coff ee, 600 Clock Tower 
Square at West Main Road, 
Portsmouth, RI. We had nine 

cars in the lot.
   I was pulled into a conversation (sensed 
his excitement) with Jim Dorian, driving his 
silver 2006 Boxster down from Providence. 
He made his fi rst purchase of a Porsche 
this past November. Jim and his navigator 
(Ann) will have their fi rst summer experi-
ence with their Boxster. I’m sure all of us 
have fond memories of our fi rst (Porsche 
driving experience!).
   Arsenty’s white 1979 911 sounded mean 
and looked great, and Ed Carson’s red 
1980 911 Targa looked ready for showing. 
Al Chin has owned his gray 1986 911 for 
about four years; his Porsche has a well-
attended home; his 911 was very clean.
   Ken Urban and his wife Jill stopped 
because they saw our group of Porsches, 
unaware of the scheduled SoBo coff ee. Ken 
was driving his Cayenne; his blue 1996 911 
was asleep in the garage waiting it’s turn. 
Steve and Karen Cliff  arrived driving his re-
cently purchased red 2012 Boxster S. Steve 
recently traded up from his previously-
owned 2000 Boxster.
   Henry Messier resurrected his diamond 
blue 1987 Carrera that had been literally 
abandoned. Previously, it experienced sub-
stantial damage to its undercarriage, with 
loss of oil causing major engine failure. His 
Porsche (with a replacement engine) is a 

work in progress and is an important 
component of the shared enthusiasm 
experienced during our coff ees.
   Don Plant, driving his very original 
‘79 911 SC, brought up a good point 
regarding the proposed toll on the new 
Sakonnet River bridge — will the toll 
deter drivers coming to the Aquidneck 
Island area? 
   Because Rosemary and I will be out of 
the country for a month, the next SoBo 
coff ee is scheduled to occur on Sunday, 
June 30th. To avoid beach traffi  c, it will 
again be held at the Custom House 
Coff ee, 600 Clock Tower Square at West 
Main Road, Portsmouth, RI. My eldest 
son (Joshua) and his family will be with 
us in Newport during this time. Maybe 
he can drive my C4 to the coff ee. If he 
joins us, you will have the opportunity to 
ask how it is living in Shanghai, China.

SoBo
The South of Boston Coffe Group The May Event

Copy and Photos by Roger Slocum

N O R E A S T E R PG. 43

Arsenty’s ‘79 and Al’s grey ‘86..

Coff e talk. 



What the Heck is a Crank Angle Sensor?
Arthur and Lisa Bryant

W
hat a beautiful day it 
was, a little cool for 
top down driving, 
but Lisa and I layered 
up as usual so we 
could better enjoy the 

beautiful course that Bruce and Joyce had 
once again laid out for us. We were able to 
complete all but the last 7.1 miles of the 
morning drive, when our car suddenly and 
without warning stopped running. The 
day was now quickly going downhill, and 
that certainly would have been a terrible 
way to end our drive had it not been for a 
large number of extremely outgoing club 
members that went out of their way to help 
us. Those in our immediate group — Chuck 
and Chris, Jim and Cheryl, Jay and Lisa — 
each asked if I had any gas and I replied, 
yes, ¾ of a tank. They tried to help, but like 
me weren’t that knowledgeable about our 
beautiful cars.
   Suddenly, a black 1980 911 SC driven by 
Haydn pulled up behind our car. Haydn 
fortunately does know quite a bit about 
our cars and, after asking if I had any gas, 
gave me a guided tour of the fuse and relay 
locations in various parts of the car. He 
had a spare relay that he knew was good 
and plugged that spare relay into each of 
our relay slots in order. Unfortunately that 
didn’t get the car running. He also checked 
all the fuses, which all seemed fi ne. I called 
my mechanic who tried to talk Haydn 
through a series of tests to determine what 
the problem was, and asked if I had any 
gas, but again, no luck.
   A number of members stopped to ask if 
I had run out of gas and I told them each, 
no, I hadn’t. Steve Ross asked if I had spare 
fuses or relays and I didn’t. He went on 
to the Mountain View and tried to fi nd 
someone with spare relays and fuses who 
might be able to help. A New Hampshire 
state trooper pulled over to see if she could 
help, and asked if I had any gas, and very 
nicely contacted a local tow company that 
she said she would call if it were her car. 
I could see her smile as she called in our 
plate (WHEEEE). Lufkin Towing did a super 
job in getting the car onto the fl atbed 
without causing any damage. Before the 

fl atbed arrived, another group of cars 
stopped. Jeff , Bob and (I believe) Chris, 
who all had similar vintage cars pulled 
up to help. They also asked if I had gas 
in the car; I told them I had plenty. They 
then re-checked all the relays and fuses 
along with the DME relay. Keith, who 
is a Porsche mechanic, called from the 
Mountain View to try to off er advice on 
items to check as well, he very patiently 
describing to me where the DME relay is 
in our car — very conveniently located 
under the driver’s seat (once you move 
the seat all the way back to remove the 
nut holding it in place, then slide the 
seat all the way forward to actually be 
able to put your hands on it); thanks 
Keith. No one who stopped wanted to 
leave us stranded, and each one made 
every eff ort to get our car running. 
Finally the fl atbed arrived, so I was able 
to convince all the people that had 
stopped to go on and enjoy the lunch.
   While at the lunch, our friends Jim and 
Cheryl actually found a couple that had 
driven their Cayenne to the event, as 
Tom was having the engine of his 911 
rebuilt. Fortunately for us, Tom and Gerry 
off ered to pick me up at the garage, 
drive me back to the Mountain View to 
pick up my wife, Lisa, and drove us back 
to the Mt. Washington resort. As if that 
weren’t enough, they asked where we 

lived and said that, since they live in Rhode 
Island, they would be happy to drive us to 
our house in Waltham, just a quick drop off , 
they said.
   We had our car shipped to our mechanic 
in Waltham via fl atbed, who had the car 
running within ½ an hour of its arrival. 
They were hooking their various meters up 
to the car while it was still on the fl atbed. 
They quickly diagnosed the problem as 
the crank angle sensor, replaced it and she 
fi red right up. He did say that replacing 
it on the side of the road would not have 
been possible — maybe he was trying to 
make me feel better.
   A couple of lessons learned here. I need 
to put together a spares kit and buy a 
toolkit, which didn’t come with the car. I 
believe that with these I could now diag-
nose these issues on our car. Or, if I happen 
to come upon someone on the side of the 
road, maybe I can help them.
   What can I say to this great group of 
people who stopped to help, tried to fi nd 
spare parts, off ered words of encourage-
ment and chauff eured us but, thank you all 
very much?
   It’s not just the cars, it’s the people.
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The Ultimate Driving 

Machine? Story and photos by Michael Campion

N
o, it’s not what you’re think-
ing. We’ve all heard one of 
the most classic marketing 
trademark phrases before, 
and always associate it with 
that fi rm in Munich. Well, 

I’m here to say from my experience: close 
but not quite.
   I’ve been a passionate informal ambas-
sador of ’our‘ brand for several years, so it 
didn’t come easily to me when I decided 
to jump ship in December. My 1999 C4 cab 
was in the shop for the second time in one 
year with a drainage issue that shorted 
out the control module. I’d had enough of 
Ingrid (the car’s name), sorry to say. Much 
as I was committed to another Porsche, 
I was seeking comfort that comes with a 
multi-year warranty, so I began to take a 
serious look at BMW as an alternative. I’ve 
respected the brand, but never quite been 
hooked on something like an M3 — basi-
cally, a powered-up sedan. The alternative: 
a 328i xDrive. 
   I visited Herb Chambers BMW and had 
a great experience with my sales guy. I 
walked in stating that I was only interested 
in a manual, but actually opted for a 2010 
Steptronic. It had the basic features as 
well as a cold-weather package. The deal 
included a BMW fi nance off er covering the 
fi rst two months’ payments. That, along 
with an excellent trade-in off er for the C4, 
which had been sitting in the Porsche lot 
for over a week, and I moved. My daughter 
and I picked up the car on my birthday in 
December. She loved it because she could 
now drive the automatic. As a slight aside, 
and a note to parents contemplating teach-
ing your child to drive a manual Porsche: 
at one point a few years back, I gave a few 

lessons to my daughter in a Boxster. 
A neighbor, seeing the challenge on 
the road, walked up to us and said, 
“that must be true love.” It certainly 
must have been!
   Now, many of us go through the 
process of buyer’s remorse, but I felt 
it almost immediately. Not only had I 
selected a Steptronic, which actually 
ended up benefi ting me in the end, 
but I also became less enthusiastic 

about the standard ‘Beemer’ features. 
A Steptronic? A four-door sedan? You? 
Really? That’s what my friends were 
commenting about right from the start. 
I instantly lost ‘cred’ with a female friend 
who then saw me as less than a man. 
She had the ’cred,’ as she was a prior 
owner of a BMW 2002.
   One of my 

initial issues 
with BMW 
was their 
seemingly 
extreme view 
on safety. 
Now I’m 
certainly all 

about car safety, don’t get me wrong, 
but all models designed and equipped 
with run-fl ats — what’s up with that? 
And, who needs to be reminded by a 
chime and warning signal that it’s below 
32 degrees outside. I already know that, 
as I have the heat and heated seats 
powered up fully, not to mention that ice 
is still on the windows. I was thrown the 
fi rst time this chime warning went off  — 
I just got the car! What’s wrong?
   While I had been pondering 
the decision on whether to buy 
the car, someone had sug-
gested that I should really be 
in love with it to proceed. Now, 
as the car people we all are, 
that’s intuitive, right? At least 
when we’re talking Porsche, or 
any other great marque. What 
I didn’t feel any more was the 
smile factor. Life’s too short 
not to enjoy the things we can, 
material or not. Every time I got 

in to drive, I felt safe, but that was about 
it. Something was missing here. I knew 
all along that I would someday return to 
Porsche, but I wondered when.
   Well, that answer began to form about 
one month into ownership. I began to 
troll the sites for Porsche cars in the price 
range I chose to handle, and as I had never 
owned a Cayman, I decided to focus on 
them. I’d had enough of cabs and all their 
seemingly suspicious drainage issues, to 
name but one factor. I’d also read a great 
deal about the Cayman’s handling, and 
observed extra dedication among their 
owners, so something about them must be 
right.
   Almost two months into the BMW span, I 
came across an outstanding value in a low-
mileage Cayman that was sitting for over 
a month at, of all places, a BMW dealer in 
Norwood. As I had literally missed a great 
deal on one the very day I saw the BMW. 
I decided to act quickly. The dealer had 
lowered the price, as it had simply been sit-
ting around, and I just missed a signifi cant 
depreciation on the Beemer. Had I waited 
perhaps one more month, I would have 
been locked into a big loss if I decided to 
sell at that time.
   In the end, I’m now driving “the ultimate 
driving machine” sans anything from 
Munich, but don’t tell them. The smile 
has returned as I get into my Atlas Gray 
Schelecte Frau. The added bonus is that I 
didn’t have to pay a dime for the privilege 
of driving the 328i for two months. Hmmm, 
I wonder if Porsche would use my story of 
true dedication?

VS.
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and a hammer. We had our own body shop 
on call, since our crew chief came with a 
couple of rattle cans in the right color, a 
piece of cardboard and some blue tape.   
   There was an excellent mix of creative 
racecars present, including the boat from 
last year, an Audi coupe dressed up as the 
Mystery Machine driven by Scooby-Doo, 
and Mater the tow truck from Cars, the 
movie.
   The tow truck was a sad story because 
during Friday practice the crew had the 
truck up on jack stands doing some last 
minute adjustments when it was lowered 
before everything was clear. Someone left 
a jack stand under the engine and when 
the fl oor jack was released the oil pan came 
down on the stand, hard. It punched a hole 
in the pan, went up into the engine, and 
broke the crankshaft. Disaster. Not to be 
stopped, they worked all day Saturday to 
replace the crank in the Chevy 350 V8 and 
had it running on Sunday. It went pretty 
well but after a few laps it jammed in third 
gear making the drive uphill a little slow. 

But it looked great with its lift compo-
nents all made out of wood to keep the 
weight down.
   The crew next to us in the garage had 
a 944 Turbo, and over two days they 
replaced: one turbo, two head gaskets, 
one head, one driveshaft, two clutches, 
and two transmissions. They probably 
spent a total of two hours on the track 
and ended the race with no clutch, 
second & third gears only, and a broken 
exhaust pipe. Look closely and you’ll see 
the mannequin on the roof, which was 
there at the end. Don’t ask what she was 
doing up there, you’d have to see it to 
believe it.  
   One of our crew pointed out they 
didn’t seem to be in any big rush when 
the car came limping back each time. In 
fact, they seemed to be having as much 
fun taking it apart and putting it back to-
gether as they did driving it in the race.
   Meanwhile, our Jetta just kept going 
around and around. We determined that 
while our lap times were competitive, we 

weren’t placing well because of the time 
we were spending swapping drivers. With 
six drivers and 30–45 minute shifts and 
changes that were running 8–10 minutes 
(that included driving to the garage each 
time), we were losing laps to slower cars 
on both days. We had a meeting about this 
issue and decided that we were there to 
have fun, not to win — not that we had a 
shot anyway with 1.8 liters and 100 horse-
power. If that meant letting more people 
drive more often, then that was what we 
would do. Boy, did we have fun.
   We each had over 2-1/2 hours of seat 
time pounding on that Jetta, and it seemed 
to enjoy it as much as we did. A great time 
for everyone. Some day in the future when 
that car blows up we probably won’t have 
anything nice to say, but we certainly won’t 
be able to complain about the service that 
it has given us until then. We’re thinking 
about adding some decorations to it for 
the Halloween event in Oct., maybe a 
pumpkin or two; we’ll see.
   Until then, just keep the faith.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

PG. 46 N O R E A S T E R



dreds of millions on the development of 
the car, they still cannot consistently score 
points. It must be all the more annoying 
for the Mercedes engineers because they 
are also engine providers to a number of 
the top teams. In Spain they qualifi ed one-
two on the grid but just couldn’t manage 
the tire wear during the race. The pundits 
say it’s because the camber of rear wheels 
is not correct as they corner and the tires 
are wearing prematurely but Mercedes 
isn’t confi rming this.
   Next stop on the circuit is Monaco — 
money, glamour, great spectacle but a 
circuit where it’s impossible to overtake, 
and there is the real possibility of clipping 
the wall (could almost be NASCAR). In the 
next column, a report on the fi rst of this 
year’s North American races — Montreal.
   I’ve had a couple of questions on how 
to redeem the newcomer’s $50 voucher. I 
explained the procedure for each NER ac-
tivity in April’s issue of THE NOR’EASTER, so 
no excuses for not taking part in activities.  

The Checkered Flag-  continued from page 11

And I really do love the heated steering 
wheel on the new Cayman – who knew?  
But wouldn’t it seem like there would 
be a market for a nice plain car that had 
a really simple user interface and didn’t 
require weeks to learn how to use all 
the gimmicks.  I am OK with the ECU 
computer and even the ABS/PSM stuff  
but if we are buying a sports car, do we 
really need all the gimcracks (that I fear 
will break expensively as soon as the 
warranty is expired)?  Or am I just being 
an old Luddite/Curmudgeon?   
   So now the lovely Rosemario and I are 
off  to France (back by the time you read 
this) where hopefully they will rent us 
a car.  It seems that in the last trip I ran 
somewhat afoul of the Italian speed 
cameras (see picture which attempts to 
suggest that a Fiat was doing 133 in a 90 
zone but I assure you that only profes-
sional drivers on a closed course were 
involved) and am still trying to sort this 
out.  If you got an email from me asking 
to wire money for bail I’m hoping you 
didn’t think it was one of those Liberia 
bank schemes.  Merci.  Or Ciao.  What-
ever.
   Bill Seymour
   Admin@porschenet.com 

The Long and Winding Road -  continued from page 12

If you have any questions, send us an e-
mail at membership@porschenet.com.
   Tó Neinilii — the rain god of the Native 
American Navajo tribe.

   Information on this year’s photo con-
test made it into last months (and future 
months) of THE NOR’EASTER —to all you 
photographers out there we have setup 
a number of categories:
      1. NER driving events (autocross and 
Driver Education)
      2. Porsche Club events (the Ramble, 
tours, tech sessions, concours, etc.)
      3. General (any car related photo)
      4. Artistic (black & white, macro, etc.)
      5. People’s choice (photo)
      6. Video (three minutes max)
      7. People’s choice (video)

   We look forward to reviewing your en-
tries in the fall so (when the sun comes 
out). Remember to take your cameras 
everywhere!

175 High Street #2 
Waltham, MA 02453 

781-530-4557 
www.liftthrottle.com 

Specializing in air-cooled Porsches 
 

Make an appointment to stop by and               
b lk h !
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Black/Sand
Automatic

Right Price Porsche Certified
Now $51,980
stk# 3044-3A

2008 911
Carrera Cabriolet

2

norwell.porschedealer.com
(877) PORSCHE
59 Pond Street | Norwell, MA 02061

“It takes a Village...Village Automotive Group”

Hurry into Porsche of Norwell 
before these deals drive off!

‘07 Cadillac XLR Convertible, Raven Black Rare

‘10 Boxster S Gray/Black 6spd. Porsche Certified

‘10 Boxster S Black/Sand 6 spd. Porsche Certified

‘10 BMW 750ix, Black Beauty!

‘11 Nissan Maxima SV, Only 11,058 miles

‘12 Panamera S Hybrid 9,457 miles, MSRP $113,360 Now $77,800

‘12 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara, Black

‘13 Cayenne Diesel, Umber/Full Leather Only 7,559 miles

SOLD!

SOLD!

Other exceptional cars...

Dark Green
BRAND NEW!!!

Original MSRP $61,105
Buy for $45,679
stk# 1035-3A

22011 Boxster

Guards Red/Black  
In our showroom, 6 spd

24,865 miles Porsche Certified
Now $27,890
stk# P5051A-3 

C2005 Boxster

2010 Porsche Boxster S

SOLD!
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Marketplace For Sale 

   Black 1987 porsche 911 Carrera sunroof coupe. Stock motor and transmission 
just redone. Car completely redone inside and out. Never been on track but ready 
to go, Street legal. So much to list, call for details. Michael DeVito 617-851-7025
   FabSpeed Maxfl o Muffl  ers without Tips $1,000 OBO. Fits all 996 C2/C4/C4S & GT3 
vehicles 1998-2005. Removed from my 2000 C2 Cab after 1 year (7500 miles) of use. 
The sound is amazing! Check out https://www.fabspeed.com/996_GT3.html for 
more details. Call Brian at 401-824-9148 or email me at brian@arthurteam.com
1996 – 993 Carrera 4S Coupe. Arena Red with black interior. 79,200 miles, with 
major service at 60,000. Cosmetically and mechanically outstanding. 18” factory 
wheels and GT3 Tail. $40,000 or best off er. (401)258-6839 or (401) 725-7000
  2007 Cayman 3,800 miles Black Metallic Sand Beige leather interior, Bi-Xenon, 
+ more. Original retail $56,085  Asking $32,000. Call: Bob 508 763 5237 Or email 
Grhamps@aol.com (3/13)
   1984 944 Coupe.  Zermatt silver/black leather sport seats, 5-speed, Fuchs alloys.  
Factory sport suspension.  Sunroof.  Always garaged.  All service records.  No snow/
rain last 23 years.  Virtually fl awless original paint and interior.  Original owner.  
106K miles.  Excellent condition.  $9,900.  Jack Miller.  Marblehead.  781-631-0020.  
jm@marbleheadusa.us (3/13)
   
Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by 
this publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The 
NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submit-
ted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or 
to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two 
months unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor 
containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to men-
tion every detail of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads 
can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.

musantemotorsports.com
1257 John Fitch Blvd, Unit 12 

 South Windsor, CT 06074

phone: 860.291.9415 
fax: 860.291.9416

Service  Parts  Tuning 

Fabrication  Modification

911/944/986/996/997/GT3  

Engine & Transmission  

Rebuilding

Brake Pads

(low cost shipping)

Call the experts.

    Quality. Performance.

on the road 
      or on the track...

N O R E A S T E R PG. 49



President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
508-439-2315; c_mongeon1@hotmail.com
Vice President - Administrative

Bill Seymour and Rosemary Driscoll
508-650-0720; admin@PorscheNet.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; activities@PorscheNet.com
Treasurer

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; treasurer@PorscheNet.com
Secretary

Hans Peter Schaefer
28 York Road, Wayland, MA 01778
508 358 9196; secretary@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Dani Fleming and Marcus Collins
16 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420
617 997 9145; membership@PorscheNet.com
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
781-249-5091, aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
508-653-1695; PastPresident@PorscheNet.com

Committee Chairs

Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Admin@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
508-653-1695: PastPresident@PorscheNet.com 
Registration - Autocross

Dave Berman
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
781-223-4119:  Dh_berman@yahoo.com
Chair -Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
774-275-1621: stanley_corbett@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
508-529-6127: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Ann Anderson
(617) 593-7545: Ann.Anderson819@gmail.com 
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508-651-1316; epe@epe.com
Novice Development - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
978-474-0898; DickAnderson114@gmail.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Bob Kelleher
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb 
514-235-0157; jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com

NER Board of Directors
New Members

Kenneth Crawford 
Haverhill, MA 
86 Carrera, 951

David Baird 
Clinton, MA 
2012 911 gray

Mathieu Charlebois 
Providence RI 
1988 944 gold

Soren Christensen 
Lawrence, MA 
1986 944 red

Peter Crowley 
Milton, MA 
1984 911 black

Paul Diodati 
Andover, MA 
2007 Boxster silver

Timothy Evans 
Westborough, MA 
2004 911 silver

Michael Kittredge III 
Amherst, MA 
2013 Boxster black

Thomas Mager 
Marblehead, MA 
2013 Boxster s gray

Thomas Mannetta 
Topsfi eld, MA 
1987 930 red

Hatch Minassian 
Waltham, MA
2010 Panamera silver

William Morton 
Attleboro, MA 
2012 Panamera 4 
brown

Stephen Notarnicola 
Medford, MA 2005 
Boxster s orange

Robert Patterson 
Medway, MA 
2013 911 blue

John Ray 
Boston, MA 
2013 Cayenne gray

Michael Tarshi 
Boston, MA 
2013 991 S gray

Ian Thompson 
Concord, MA 
2013 Boxster s red

William Valday 
Bridgewater, MA 
2013 Boxster s black

Transfers in:        

Greg D’abate 
Millis, MA 
1990 944 S2

Charles Glade 
Newport RI 
1984 911

Jack Herman 
Andover, MA 
2013 911

Robert Pietafesa
Plymouth, MA 
2013 Panamera

When you are really ready to buy or sell, 
I’m available to make it really happen.

745 Boylston Street ∙ Boston, MA
617.962.0142 ∙ rcohen@bradvisors.com

Search all MLS Listings: www.robbcohen.com

Boston’s 
Property 

Expert CRS, ASR, 
ABR, CNE

Boston 
Distinctive Properties™

R o b b  C o h e n &  T e a m

President/Broker/Realtor®
#1 Independent Boston Broker Units Sold
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