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In This Issue...

Packed! That’s what’s up for Octo-
ber! The issue is packed! We have 
reports fromthe Glen, Concours, 

The Collings Visit, and a special feature 
by our own Marcus Collins on the joys of 
Formula One!
   We also have a fall full of cool things to 
do! Check out the promos, and sign up 
ASAP. 
   I hope you enjoy the issue! 

I do things… fast. I drive fast, I type fast, 
I think fast. Only, I’ve never thought 
about the whys and wherefores of such 

a lifestyle until someone pointed it out to 
me recently.
   My brain has always seemed to be in 
overdrive. When I was in school, I just 
wanted to see where we were going with 
’this,’ with any lesson. Zeno’s paradox, dif-
ferential equations, hyper-real numbers… 
teachers always wanted to start at the 
beginning, but I had jumped to the end… 
NEXT!
   Jumped is a good word. I ‘jump in‘ a lot. 
I bought a Porsche and six days later I was 
on the board of this club, and in charge of 
the newsletter. I married my husband after 

less than fi ve months of knowing him, and 
three of those were online — across an 
ocean! He asked me to marry him about 50 
times, and I fi nally just — jumped. A week 
later we were hitched.
    Twelve years ago I jumped out of bed, 
deciding I needed a new truck. “A silver 
Pathfi nder” I’d decided. So I drove to 
Nashua, and plunked my money down.
   My fi rst Porsche was the same deal. I 
found it online one morning while idly 

wandering the Internet at work, and 
by lunchtime I owned my fi rst Porsche. 
I knew nothing about them, or what it 
would take to maintain one; I just fell in 
love, and jumped right in.
  My friend Cindy calls it “The speed of 
Adrianne.”
   I call her to tell her about a new 
circumstance… I’m going to buy a new 
Cayman!
   “Of course you are,” is her steady reply.
   “I’m going to Chair the entire Festival!” 
I chirp.
   “In your copious spare time?” she 
replies idly.
   “Do you think I shouldn’t?” I pause — 
maybe I haven’t thought this through.
   “Of course you should, it’s just the 
speed of Adrianne.”
   Yup, that’s me.
   So four weeks ago, when I put an off er 
in on a house with absolutely no fore-
thought, she wasn’t surprised — again.
   My family circumstances have co-
alesced into the need for me to live in 
Framingham. The hitch was that I wasn’t 
supposed to do it until April, maybe May. 
But I went online, and started poking 
around again. (Maybe this is more a les-
son about my staying off  the Internet.) 
And I found it, this great little ranch 
with some lovely land and a pool. Not a 
garage mind you, a pool.
   I called my friend Mario. Mario is new to 
the real estate business. We went to high 
school together, and I thought it would 

 I drive fast, I type fast, 
I think fast. 

On the Edge
Just my Speed

be nice to help him get started. So I texted 
him.
   “Mario, wanna take me to see a house after 
work?”
   “Today?” he replied.
   “Yeah, set it up” I asked. ”Just see if they’ll let 
me come tonight.”
   “Okay… “ he replied; he seemed leery.
   By 6:30 I had stepped across the threshold. 
By 6:31 I was in love.
   No! No, I won’t jump into another big life 
decision! No! I refuse!
   Mario drove me to my car. “Mario, I’m not 
going to respond to it for 10 days. I’m going 
to go home and think about it, I’m going to 
go to the Glen and think about it, I’m going 
to come home and think some more, and if I 
want it in 10 days, I’ll call you.“
   That was Tuesday.
   On Wednesday I texted Mario. “I’m in,” I said. 
Get an off er form ready.
   Now, in my defense, I was going to stick to 
my 10-day guns. But my Dad also works at 
Harvard, and on Wednesday at lunch I went 
to his offi  ce, and told him about the house. 
We ohhhed and ahhhed over the photos on-
line. “You should put an off er on that house,” 
he recommended. 
   Uggggghhhh!
   So I charged back to my offi  ce, called my 

Adrianne Ross

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y

continued on page 46
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It happened again. I saw it coming, I knew 
what I needed to do, but it still crippled 
me. I’m talking about September. Sep-

tember is to months what being stuck on 
a train track is to cars. The train is coming. 
You know what you should do. You do ev-
erything you can to mentally and physically 
prepare, but you still end up being broad-
sided by this unstoppable object. I’m sure 
I said similar things in my column last year 
at this time, but September’s fury has such 
impact, I’ll do it again. For the last couple of 
months, the atmosphere in our home can 
only be described as relaxed chaos. There 
is little order or structure because three out 
of four of us don’t have to go to school. The 
day’s activities can be made or changed 
on a whim. I am not saying that it is easy. 
On the contrary, Stephanie was on sum-
mer vacation for three days before she was 
wishing the boys were back in school. My 

boys need structure. Anyway, it’s here. We 
are back to work, back to school and back 
to hockey. 
   A break in the action meant that I could 
rally the troops and get them over to the 
Collings Foundation in Stow this weekend. 
I had taken the boys a few years ago, but 
they were just too young to appreciate 
what was there. This time around was dif-
ferent. The Northeast Region, under the 
careful direction of our Social Chair Bill 
Seymour, was treated to a full tour of the 
facility by our gracious host Bob Collings. 
The day could not have been more perfect, 
weather-wise. The family and I snuck in fi ve 
minutes before curtain. Nestled in a fi eld 
that could have accommodated thousands 
of cars was a large cluster of new and old 
Porsches, a couple of Europeans, an Auto 
Cross lunch wagon and our family truckster. 

As we arrived at the entrance of the main 
building, I turned to admire the collec-
tion of cars on the beautifully manicured 
lawn, only to see our hulking mass at the 
outskirts of the collection, and I hadn’t 
even washed it. For shame! Getting back 
to the museum, we got a brief history 
of the Collings foundation, the building 
and collection. First on the agenda we 
went upstairs to see the assorted race-
cars. There were Indy cars and Midgets. 
Some were powered with supercharged 
engines and others by boat motors. It 
was such a cool collection.
   The second part of the tour included 
some WWI and II aviation pieces and 
history that you just never got from the 
books at school. By the time we had all 
made it to the hanger fl oor, my children 
were nowhere to be found and our 
phones were gone. As we began the 

WWII era of the tour, I got a glimpse 
of two small fi gures scurrying about 
snapping pictures of the collection. I 
now knew the location of not only my 
phone, but also my children. Not to be 
outdone by the upstairs, the hanger 
housed a variety of transportation from 
a horse-drawn wagon to a 993. Then 

there were bi-planes and jets. While I was 
interested in some of the history here, 
the boys came back with a ton of pic-
tures documenting items I would never 
have noticed. I guess your perspective of 
the world really does change from their 
vantage point. Seeing the museum from 
my children’s eyes was enlightening. 
Their excitement seeing the war vehicles 
and racecars was contagious. Our last 
stop was a second barn that was home 
to just cars. Again, we were not disap-
pointed with the collection. Unfortu-
nately, this is where our family tour had 
to end. 
   It was a pleasure spending some of my 
Saturday among other Porsche enthu-
siasts and transportation relics from the 
past. However, in my world of small chil-

On the Loud Pedal
By Surprise

 September is to months what 
being stuck on a train track 
is to cars. The train is coming. 
You know what you should do. 

Christopher Mongeon

continued on page 46



Download App and Scan QR Code to  
access mobile.26BartlettSt.com 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully

Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

A ‘Data Driven’ approach to real estate 

Bedrooms    5+ 

Full/Half Baths   2/0 

Living Area   3,116 Sq. Ft.  

Garage   1 

Parking  4 spaces 

Lot Size   0.17 acres 

 www.26BartlettSt.com 

Mobile.26BartlettSt.com  

Located in fabulous historic Russell Park neighborhood surrounded by 
grand Victorians and historic homes, and just steps to the Lincoln Ele-
mentary school. If you are a commuter the location cannot be beaten! 
Walk to the local Wyoming Hill commuter rail station, or drive a short 
distance to the Oak Grove T station (Orange line).  

26 Bartlett Street, Melrose 
$450,000 
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Four Speeds & Drum Brakes

continued on page 46

With some of the old Tubs need-
ing attention, I’ve been spending 
more evenings in the garage. 

I know that I’m missing out on really 
interesting things like “America’s Got Tal-
ent” and “Big Brother” but I still fi nd fi xing 
things to be more fun. Actually the TV 
selections are so poor that my radio gets 
more use.
   I had to do an engine replacement on a 
’63 that took three tries. The fi rst attempt 
was with the wrong pressure plate at-
tached and the second was with a clutch 
disc that wouldn’t clear rivets on the pres-
sure plate. Third time worked like a charm 

and by then I was getting really good at 
dropping it in place.
   These engines are held in with just four 
bolts and once the wires and fuel line are 
disconnected it only takes a few minutes 
to drop them out on the fl oor. Sometimes 
you have to tip and wiggle the engine to 
get the heater boxes over the axle tubes 
but most times it comes out without a 
hitch. The more often you do it, the faster it 
comes out; trust me.
   The third time in went smoothly and 
when connected it started right up an 
idled smoothly just to show me that it was 
glad to be home. It reminded me how 
nice these cars were when they were new 
but then they were Porsches after all and 
back in the day they were really advanced. 
Advanced back at the time these cars were 
built meant things like effi  cient engines 
that got 30 mpg and bodies that were light 
enough to not need power steering. Early 
Porsches were some of the fi rst manufac-
tured with reclining bucket seats. What 

great features when we were single 
and in our twenties.
   My loyal readers (both of them) will 
recall that I have stated many times that 
I prefer the older cars to today’s modern 
off erings. Maybe it’s a control issue, I’m 
not sure, but I really don’t want my car 
doing everything for me. I’d rather do it 
myself, thank you.
   I’ll admit that antilock brakes do a bet-
ter job than I can at threshold braking 
but that traction control thing that stops 
wheel spin takes the fun out of tossing a 
car around the back roads in the snow. I 
like a good heater and certainly air con-
ditioning is great on a hot summer day 
but I don’t know that I need it to blow 
through the little tiny holes in the seat.
   I guess its all the electronics that get to 
me more than anything. The bells that 
ring when the lights are left on is a good 
idea but the gong that tells me my seat 
belt isn’t fastened when I‘m moving the 
car in the garage is annoying. I lately had 
a sensor in my wife’s car that warns me 
that her brake pads are worn but when 
I looked they were like new. Stop telling 
me things that aren’t true.
   I came across a car column in the paper 
where an owner of a fi ve-year-old im-
port was asking how to reset the knock 
sensor that had been replaced on their 
car after the “check engine” light came 
on. Here is what they said:
    “There is a set procedure to perform 
on your car that is relatively simple. 
The fuel tank should be half full. Start 
the engine from cold and drive at least 
15 minutes at a speed of greater than 
50 mph. Then drive at 55 mph without 
much pressure on the gas pedal for 
more than three minutes. Avoid sudden 
acceleration and hard braking and lane 
changes. This procedure should set all 
monitors.”  
   I was confused after the third sentence. 
This was not a Click and Clack column 
trying to be cute; this was a real an-

Maybe it’s a control issue, 
I’m not sure, but I really don’t 
want my car doing everything 
for me.

Old Cars are Simple - So am I

swer. I believe that’s just another 
example of how far cars have gotten 

away from the basic transportation mode. 
For those of us expecting tool kits in our 
new cars, getting a link to access a service 
site on our smart phone just doesn’t do 
it. A friend recently said that the beauty 
of these old cars is that when something 
breaks or fails you can always fi x it on the 
side of the road. That’s why they all were 
delivered with a complete tool kit.
   I was reminded how simple these car 
really are when I took the Puddle Jumper 
(the ’57 Sunroof coupe) out to a “Sunday in 
the Park” show at Lime Rock Park on Labor 
Day weekend. I was barely out of the drive-
way when the car died on a long uphill 
grade leaving Medfi eld. The throttle didn’t 
respond at all and it felt like someone 
had shut off  the key. Old cars only need 
spark and gas to run so there would only a 
couple of places to look.
   I let it roll for a bit looking for a safe spot 
to pull over. When you drive old cars it’s 
always a good idea to keep an eye out for 
’safe spots‘ on the side of the road. I spot-
ted a driveway on my side so I rolled past 
it, stopped and then let the Tub roll back 
into the driveway, out of harm’s way. 
   I checked the fuel cock to see if I had 
forgotten to turn the gas on. I have done 
that more times than I‘d like to admit and it 
always makes me feel stupid. I can usually 
catch that error fast enough to recover 
without stopping as the car will start to 
sputter as it runs out of fuel and the sound 
of the engine changes like sounding an 
alarm. But the gas was on and the engine 
noise hadn’t changed, it just stopped.
   The key was still on as the generator and 
oil pressure lights were lit so I knew that 
the battery was still connected and work-
ing so I opened the engine compartment 
to take a look. The wire from the coil to the 

Tom Tate
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20th. A tour of the facilities, an area for 
us to park, and “World of Outlaws”races 
are available for $25 on Sunday for club 
members.
   For November, Porsche of Burlington 
is off ering viewing of a F1 race on either 
Nov. 17th (Austin, TX) or Nov. 24th (Bra-
zil). The board decided to go for the U.S. 
race on the 17th  , starting at 2:00 pm.
   For the months of January to March, we 
discussed karting sessions at F1 Boston 
in Braintree. The idea is to rent the track 
for 1.5 hours and have three races in two 
classes. Total number of drivers possible 
would be 36. We decided that Bill will 
book January 18th , and we will promote 
Bill’s event. Based on the interest for the 
fi rst event, we might ask Bill to book one 
or two additional events at a later date.
   The membership numbers as of Sept 1. 
are as follows:
   Primary members: 1500
   Affi  liate members: 1005
   Total: 2505
   New members: 28
   Transfers in: 4
   Transfers out: 10

   Stan started the DE update 
with the open items from last 
time. Steve, Bill and Stan visited 
the Thompson track to check 
their progress. They are currently 
ahead of the plan; the build-
ings will be enclosed before the 
winter so that work can continue  
on them inside. They already 
started hiring and Josh Banada, 
the interface to the clubs, is 
already on board. Other clubs are 
also planning to rent the track for 
2014, at an even earlier date than 
our September date.
   So, net-net, it looks like the  
the track will be ready for our 
September event. Therefore, Nick 
moved that we make the  deposit 
and Steve seconded. Nobody 

Forty Years 

David Melchar

Thirty-Five Years 

Donald Plant

Twenty Years 

Bob Barboza
Paul Avery

Fifteen Years 

Gene Goldstein
Haydn Downes
Robert Spagnolo

Happy PCA Anniversary

Five Years 

Antonio Almeida
David Collins
Ian McGuinness
Jay Messenger
Kevin Taback
Kirk Whiting
Nicholas Hunter
Tommi Raivisto

The September meeting was held 
on Sept. 11th at the home of Chris 
Mongeon. In addition to the host, the 

following board members were present: 
Bill Seymour, Nick Shanny,  Steve Ross, 
Stan Corbett,  Kristin Larson and Hans 
Peter Schaefer.
   Prior to the meeting, a representative 
from Palmer Motorsport Park presented 
the status of the development as well as 
the various plans for track rental.
   With regard to the development,  the 
land has been purchased, the clearing 
has started and the blasting will start in 
October, with the goal to be fi nished in 
May 2014. With the paving planned for 
June 2014, the track is currently planned to 
be ready by Oct. 2014 with the opening in 
May 2015.
   After an excellent meal, courtesy of our 
President, and lots of very good cookies, 
President Chris Mongeon brought the 
meeting to order at 8:11 pm.
   The fi rst discussion point was the viewing 
of the movie “Rush” on Sept. 28th. One 
theater in each location (Woburn and 
Seekonk) has been booked completely by 
the Porsche Club for all car fans. We need 
to intensify the advertising for the event. 
Nick will publish it on the website and Bill 
will send info out to other car clubs plus, 
potentially, a last minute E-blast at the end 
of the month.
   The treasurers report was e-mailed to 
the board in advance and, since there 
were no additional questions on it,  Steve 
made a motion to accept the report and 
Nick seconded. The report was accepted as 
presented. 
   Bill presented the new events planned 
for the coming month.
   Herb Chambers Porsche of Burlington is 
introducing the new 2014 Panamera on 
Wednesday, Sept 18th from 6:00–8:00 pm, 
with open bar and catered food, plus lots 
of door prizes. 
   In October there will be a fall event at 
the Thompson track on the 18th, 19th and 

Minutes of the Board
September Meeting
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from the board was opposed so the mo-
tion passed.
   Autocross: the last two events of the 
year will be Sept. 21st  with a barbeque 
by our sponsors, Mike Noonan and Rick 
Hetherington, and Oct 5th, followed  by 
an autocross party at the Billiards Café in 
downtown Ayer.
   As a backup to Devens , a motion was 
made by Kristin and seconded by Hans Pe-
ter to give Bill the permission to negotiate 
with the Thompson track for an autocross 
day in 2014 to test the venue. Although 
it’s smaller and more expensive, we are 
allowed to utilize part of the track on days 
when only the oval is booked, thus open-
ing up new opportunities for the event. 
Everybody agreed.
   Steve reported that the annual Concours  
went well, with over 120 cars and a good 
fi nancial result. We do, however, need 
to change the name in the future, as the 
name “Porschefest” is copywrited by PCNA 
(Porsche Cars of North America), thus we 
are not allowed to use it anymore. 

Hans Peter Schaefer

continued on page 46



No sooner did we arrive back into 
Boston from the long weekend 
at Spa (see the “Day at the Races” 

feature in this copy of “The Nor’Easter”) 
then we were back at Logan Airport 
Departures. So, this column isn’t 
Porsche- or car-related but as we took 
Sudo on a grand journey we thought 
it would be interesting to relate the 
adventure in case you’re thinking of 
holidaying with your 4-legged com-
panion.

   Sudo is our 50 lb golden-doodle — 
you may have seen him at NER events, 
he went to the DE events at Mont-
Tremblant last year and was at Calabo-
gie this year. He’s our constant com-
panion and a great fan of the water 
(after the heat, the lake at Calabogie 
was a real hit), so when it came time 
to organize our beach vacation we 
thought, “Let’s take him.”
   Dani spent an age on TripAdvisor (if 
you didn’t know, Nick Shanny, activities 
chair, and owner of the cool-looking 
retro Cayman, is a co-founder) looking 
for a house in the Caribbean that had a 
pool and was dog friendly. Success was 
a beautiful house on the Bahamian 
island of Eleuthera, a strip of land so 
thin you can easily walk between the 
Caribbean and Atlantic coasts. Now 
how to get there?
   Taking a small dog in the cabin is rel-
atively easy; a large dog in the hold is 
another story all together. Most airlines 
simply say no, American says maybe 
(the temperature has to be less than 
80-deg. F everywhere on the journey 
— guess Florida and the Bahamas are 
out then). This leaves United — seems 
Continental had a full-service pet ser-

continued on page 44

vice and (to their credit) United contin-
ued it when they merged. A phone call 
to Charles on the PetSafe desk answered 
all my questions and 30 mins later I had 

two cargo reserva-
tions (Boston to Fort Lauderdale and 
Orlando back to Boston). Now I had him 
(and us) on fl ights to and from Florida 
I booked him as excess baggage on 
Bahamas Air to Governor’s Harbour via 
Nassau.
   Flights organized — now for the 
import, export, quarantine, health 
certifi cates... Not that bad — lots of 
information online and after sending 
the application to Nas-
sau via Fed-Ex (and after 
a reminder phone call) 
the fax machine woke-up 
and the import license 
arrived. After a trip to the 
vet for a check-up, “all the 
paperwork was complete.” 
Taking him to Canada is 
easy — all you need is the 
Rabies certifi cate — the 
Caribbean is a little more 
complex but still straightforward.
   Game Day: I think I was more stressed 
than Sudo (actually I could not have 
been more stressed — so many things 
that could go wrong). In Boston we had 
to deliver Sudo to the cargo terminal, 

The Checkered Flag
Vacation

two hours before the fl ight departed. We 
queued up behind an Asiatic Turtle on 
his way to Texas; better weather I guess. 
Okay, now our turn. We must have seemed 
like expectant parents — how do we do 
this, will he be okay, does he have enough 

water? “Relax sir, we shipped 15 
dogs yesterday” was the reassurance 
from the guy behind the counter. 
We left him in the capable hands 
of United Cargo but we were still 
intently focused on ‘where they put 
the luggage’ for the PetSafe van to 
arrive planeside and the kennel to be 
loaded on the plane.
   After changing planes in Newark 
(United have a PetSafe hub there 
complete with a pet hotel — see how 
traveling with a pet makes you a 
real geek) we fi nally made it to Fort 

Lauderdale. After fi nding a big enough 
cab (for all my dive gear, suitcases, laptops, 
iPads... all the trappings of modern living, 
and a kennel) we headed to the cargo area. 
Imagine our surprise when we arrived to 
fi nd Sudo in another crate! PetSafe must 
have decided the kennel we had wasn’t 
large enough and swapped it for a larger 
one (we spent ages in Petco with him get-
ting him to try them all out for size — you 

see, nobody trains 
you to be a pet owner, you just fi gure it 
out as you go along!). WOW, now that’s 
customer service! Imagine getting on a 
plane and the fl ight attendant saying, “I 
think you’re too tall for Coach, why not sit 

Marcus Collins and 

Dani Fleming
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Sudo relaxing in the Caribbean

PetSafe at Newark Airport

Success was a beautiful 
house on the Bahamian is-
land of Eleuthera...



I had a busy past month of PCA and car re-
lated stuff . One highlight was the trip to 
Thompson, CT to view progress on their 

new road course (which I’m sure is well 
covered in Stan’s column). For me it was a 
trip down memory lane, as my Dad and I 
used to watch SCCA racing there in the late 
‘50s and early ‘60s. I’m pretty sure that we 
would have followed the same path down 
Rt. 16 and past Lake Chargoggagoggman-
chaug-gagoggchaubunagungamaugg 
(Wikipedia says it doesn’t really mean “I fi sh 
on my side, you fi sh on your side, no one 
fi shes in the middle”) that I took this year. 
And that means that I drove by the famous 

spot where my father (driving the 356 
which I still have) was pulled over by the 
police and told “You came buzzing around 
that corner like a bee!” — an event that 
was recalled with relish way too often.
   Also at Thompson, depictions of old-
timey oval track racers were displayed 
on see-through screens attached to the 

stands. Much to my surprise I recognized 
all of the drivers’ names as I had watched 
them compete at Norwood Arena in the 
‘60s. Many Saturday nights saw my father 
driving my friends and me to watch 
the stock car races (technically, I think 
the top class — the one whose drivers 
I recognized — was called “modifi eds”). 
There were qualifying races at Norwood 
that I think started at about 7:00 pm. I 
say “think” because we never went then. 
We went around 10:00 pm, as there was 
an intermission between the qualifying 
races and the “feature” races, and the 
gates were just left open so that anyone 
(who went out to the parking lot for 
whatever reason) could go back in with-
out paying. The whole qualifying process 
made even less sense as all the cars par-
ticipated in the features anyway. We also 
avoided paying for parking by leaving 
the car in the Friend’s Lumber parking 
lot next door, so the total cost of the eve-
ning was whatever we paid for a greasy 
onion-covered hamburger. Ah, but what 
an assault on the senses! The shiny cars 
whirling around 
the track under the 
lights was only a 
third of it. You also, 
of course, had the 
noise (the reason, 

The races were always excit-
ing as the faster cars started 
from the back (based on their 
results in the qualifying races

The Long and Winding Road

At the Races

I’m sure, that the Arena closed in 1972 
— we could easily hear the cars from our 
house in the neighboring town of Sharon) 
and you had the smells of castor oil and 
frying onions. 
   The races were always exciting, as the 
faster cars started from the back (based on 
their results in the qualifying races, adding 
to the nonsense of those races!) and there 
were frequent and spectacular accidents (I 
don’t recall anyone ever getting badly hurt). 
But usually the most exciting and danger-
ous part of the evening came when we left 
and my father (who might have had a beer 
or two) would force his way across two 
lanes of northbound Rt. 1 traffi  c and blend 
into the two lanes of southbound traffi  c to 
head home. I particularly recall one evening 
when he got impatient waiting and pretty 
much just closed his eyes and took off  into 
the traffi  c (this in a Renault Dauphine). Oh 
well, I’m here reporting it aren’t I? And I will 
certainly enjoy seeing the oval track races 
at Thompson on October 20th (see ad else-

Bill Seymour
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As we head into the fall season the 
NER/PCA calendar still has a great 
number of opportunities for our 

members to participate in Porsche-related 
activities before the cold and snowy 
weather arrives.
   There are two autocrosses, one took place 
in September and the other will be on the 
5th of October, followed by an awards din-
ner. 
   October 13th will be the Dow’s annual fall 
tour, this time to the Heritage Plantation 
car museum in Sandwich.
But do not forget to put on your calendar 
that the annual dinner is now back at the 
International in Bolton on December 7th; 
see the promo in this issue.
   Now to a bit of nostalgia for those who 
remember back to the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s 
as it pertains to automobiles. In the early 
‘70s Chevy came out with a pivoting driv-

ers seat on the Monte Carlo, where you 
just released a lever and the seat turned 
90 degrees to the right so you could exit 
easily. In the ‘60s the Ford Thunderbirds 
had a pivoting steering column that swung 
to the right so that one could exit without 
having to maneuver his or her legs around 
the column.
   Who remembers 8-track players under 
the dash with an astounding two speak-
ers to give you a great sound? Speaking of 
sound, some of the GM cars had a rever-
beration function in the rear speaker; of 
course this was supplanted by the cassette 
deck where you recorded your own music 
and played it over and over again until the 
tape came loose and ruined it.
   The ‘80s brought the fi rst talking com-
mands in many of the Japanese cars as 

they reminded you to “shut your lights 
off ” or that the “door was open” in a syn-
thesized female voice. Fortunately these 
quickly lost interest with the public.
   Fast-forward to the current days and it 
is a sad situation that the teenagers of 
today have very little interest in cars be-
yond the utility of them. How many kids 
compliment you on your Porsche when 
you drive by? Probably fwer than when 
you were their age right?
   One issue that auto manufacturers have 
in the fast moving high-tech fi eld is to 
equip their vehicles with the latest elec-
tronic devices such as Bluetooth, GPS, 
and the ever more complicated multi-
task controls on the newest cars. Unfor-
tunately, suppliers of these devices can 

Around the Cones
A Bit of Nostalgia

update far faster than the car makers who 
run on four- to fi ve-year cycles and fi nd it 
diffi  cult to, for instance, have the latest cell 
phone Bluetooth features.
   Compatiblity with a car planned years 
ago. Hopefully the cooperation between 
product planners from both groups will 
solve this issue.
   Hope to see some of you at an upcoming 
NER event.

  ...the annual dinner is now 
back at the International 
in Bolton on December 7th, 
promo in this issue.
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Wow! The 2013 NER DE season is 
over. Our last two events were 
very close together, with NHMS 

on August 6th and 7th followed two weeks 
later by our fi nal event at WGI on August 
23rd and 25th. I reported on NHMS last 
month and my report on WGI is in this 
issue. One item of note — while we didn’t 
fi nish the 2013 DE season with no rain 
for the year, we came close; only day 3 at 
LCMT was wet, with off  and on showers.
   My second year as track chair is over and I 
can still look back and say I’m enjoying the 
job. Yes, there has been some frustration 
(much of which would go away if every-
one read the DE portions of our website 
and the Track Rats messages). I suppose 
it’s easier to send Mark or me an e-mail 
than to look up a bit of information, but 
we are volunteers after all and may not 
have time to provide timely answers to 

your questions. Please, join the majority 
of your fellow DE-ers and read the infor-
mation provided. Then, if you can’t fi nd 
the answer, by all means please send us 
an e-mail or call me with your question. 
Also, when you get promoted to the next 
run group, remember that there is no 
automated process to update ClubReg for 
future events. Save yourself the frustration 
of being assigned to the wrong run group 
by sending Mark an e-mail requesting a 
run group update as far in advance of the 
future event as possible. If you’re signed up 
for a future NCR event, send their registrar 
an e-mail with the request. Enough of that, 
I really am enjoying the job and I’ve even 
found time to start my instructor develop-
ment training! Much of the credit for the 
success of the DE season goes to your track 
committee. Several of the members put in 
many hours prior to our events handling 

registrations, creating schedules and 
worker assignments, and linking students 
and instructors together. All of the mem-
bers put in time at the track, sometimes 
missing runs on track, to make the event 
fl ow smoothly. This year’s Track Commit-
tee has been:
   Track Chair, Stan Corbett
   Chief Instructor, Jerry Pellegrino
   Instructor Development, Bob Kelliher
   Track Operations, Chip Wood
   Novice Development, Dick Anderson
   DE Registrar, Mark Keefe
   Chief Scrutineer, Chris Outzen
   Track Tech Lead, Ann Anderson
   Control Chief, Kristin Larson
   DE Socials, Adrianne Ross (also On-track 
Registrar at several events)
   Ground School, Steve Artick
   Consultant, Matthew Wallis (also Chief 
Instructor when Jerry is not available)

   Please take the time to join me in 
thanking the members of the Track Com-
mittee for their eff orts. Encourage them 
to stay on for another season (hint, hint). 
And, staying on the subject of the track 
committee for a moment, if you are an 
avid DE-er and have ever thought about 
giving back to the program, there will 
be openings on the track committee for 
next year. If you’re interested give me a 
call and let’s talk.
   As many of you are aware, either from 
participating in our DE program or from 
reading this column, we are on the 
second year of our DE Rebate Program. 
This program provides a scaled rebate 
to drivers that participate 
in multiple NER-hosted DE 
events. Drivers that attend 
three of our fi ve events 
qualify for a 5% rebate on 
their fees, attendees at four 
of fi ve events earn a 7.5% 
rebate, and drivers that at-
tend all fi ve events receive 
a 10% rebate. First, some 
background numbers… a 
total of 301 people attend-

Don’t Lift
And - a New Track for 2014

ed NER-hosted DE events. Of these, 188 
attended one event. Many of the single-
event attendees were out-of-region drivers 
that joined us at our ‘away’ events at Cala-
bogie Motorsports Park (CMP), Le Circuit 
Mont-Tremblant (LCMT) and Watkins Glen 
International (WGI) aka “The Glen.” There 
were 58 drivers that made two events, and 
55 drivers (an increase of fi ve from 2012) 
that attended three or more events and 
qualifi ed for a rebate. Breaking that down 
a little further, 30 drivers attended three 
events and are receiving a 5% rebate of the 
fees they paid. Seventeen drivers (WAY up 
from last year’s nine) attended four events 
and are receiving a 7.5% rebate. And eight 
drivers attended all fi ve DE events, achiev-
ing perfect attendance and receiving a 
10% rebate. Thank you to all these folks. 
While their return on investment was 
certainly high on the fun and education 
meter, we greatly appreciate their level of 
participation in our DE program. Infor-
mation on those folks who qualifi ed for 
rebates has been turned over to the NER 
board and treasurer, and checks should be 
going out soon.
   More rebate trivia: of the 55 ‘rebatees’ 
(there’s that word again), 28 did more 
events than last year, 17 did the same num-
ber of events as last year and 10 did fewer 
events than they did last year. Seven driv-
ers that qualifi ed for rebates did no events 
last year. And, as evidence of the continued 
high level of participation by your track 
committee, seven track committee mem-

 if you are an avid DE’er,...
there will be openings on the 
track committee for next year.  

Stan Corbett

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com
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2013 Calendar
At-A-Glance

October

5 NER AX
10-11 DE NCR NHMS
13 Fall Tour
16 Board Meeting
20 SoBo Coff ee
20 Preview of Thompson
26 Tech EPE
November

13 Board Meeting   

17 F1 at Herb Chambers!
TBD Cops and Lawyers
December  

7 Annual Dinner
11 Board Meeting
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Preview of Thompson! 

Sunday October 20th!

We were there and we can tell you it’s really coming along! The new road course at 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park is well underway: new buildings, track graded, 
binder coat of asphalt scheduled for September 2013. The fi rst events will be in June 

2014 and everything will be well tested and debugged when NER’s fi rst DE event takes place 
September 12th–14th of next year.
   But you don’t have to wait till then to get a preview. Thanks to Jon Hoenig, President, and Josh 
Vanata, General Manager, you can get a tour of the work-in-progress AND see some fantastic rac-
ing. October 20th is Thompson’s premier NASCAR date with Whelan Modifi eds and ISMA Super 
Modifi eds plus other classes. And just in case you weren’t a super modifi ed junkie, be advised 
that these cars (with 1,000 hp and a huge wing) can hit 180 mph — yes, that’s not a typo — on 
this 5/8-mile oval track! A full schedule of racing starts at noon. A pass that includes pit access is 
normally $75 but as a perk for our DE participation we get a special price of only $25. 
   We’ll meet in the new VIP Registration Building (gray building near main entrance - where you 
will sign in for DE’s in the future). If you want to do the road course tour, be there at 10:00 am. 
Otherwise, pick up your wristband and meet the other PCA-ers at 11:30. You will be required to 
show your PCA membership card.
   To get the $25 price you must sign up at www.pcaner.motorsportsreg.com by midnight Oct. 
12th. Those who just show up on the day of the event can participate at a cost of $35 (bring cash 
or check).
   Questions: Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com
   The track is at 205 E. Thompson Rd. in Thompson CT (right next to Webster MA).

So, I’m not really sure Herb will be there… but all your friends could be.  OK all you F1 fans, 
here's your chance to root for your favorite surrounded by a bunch of other car nuts and 
some brand new Porsches.  Herb Chambers Porsche of Burlington is hosting a viewing 

party on a big screen TV at their dealership.  Please signup at   http://volunteersignup.org/
TRW8J  so that we can tell how many are coming.
   Questions:  Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com
   Herb Chambers
   Porsche of Burlington
   62 Cambridge Street
   Route 3A, Exit 33A Off  Route 128

Watch F1 with Herb Chambers!

Sunday November 17th!
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Office: (781) 237-9090 x330
Jill@JillBoudreau.com | Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com

71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

www.NewEnglandMoves.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. 
Expect More.

38 Earle Road, Wellesley $1,875,000
Classically appointed and meticulously crafted, this signature Colonial will be the very first 
Bates School residence in the portfolio of Wellesley’s preeminent builder. Gracious reception 
foyer showcases elegant formal rooms with custom moldings and library with coffered ceiling. 
Gourmet WoodMode kitchen opens to fireplaced family room and deck. Sumptuous master 
suite with fireplace, spa-like bath and oversize walk-in closet. Lower level features in-home 
theater, playroom, bedroom, full bath and wine cellar. 

JILL BOUDREAU, PREVIEWS PROPERTY SPECIALIST

REALTOR, ABR, ASP

Direct: (617) 460-3787    www.JillBoudreau.com

Unparalled Service  Unique Experience  Fresh Insight

Classically Appointed Colonial

SIMILAR TO BE BUILT
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NER PHOTO CONTEST 2013 

Categories 
NER Driving Events 
Any driving events including autocross and drivers educa on. 

Porsche Club Events 
Any Porsche club event—the Spring and Fall rambles, tour, tech 
session, and concours d'elegance etc. 

General 
A photo of any car (doesn’t have to be a Porsche) or taken at 
any car related event that does not fit into any other category. 

Ar s c 
Black & white, composite, HDR, hand-colored photos, etc. 

Video (Maximum 3 Minutes) 
Video of any NER or car related event. The video must be 
uploaded to YouTube. 

Rules and FAQ 

1. Entry Limit: There is no limit on the number of photo-
graphs a NER member may submit. 

2. Entry Deadline: By midnight on October 15, 2013 all photos 
must be emailed to photo@porschenet.com, all videos 
must be uploaded to YouTube and the link emailed to 
photo@porschenet.com 

3. People’s Choice: The people’s choice vo ng will be availa-
ble on the NER Website on October 16, 2013 and close at 
midnight on November 15, 2013. 

4. Winner Announcement: Will be made in the December 
issue of the Nor’Easter. 

5. Copyright and Content: Photos that are deemed obscene, 
vulgar, or otherwise violate any laws are strictly prohibited. 
NER respects the rights related to copyright laws and 
intellectual property. All photos should be based on a NER 
member’s original photograph taken by the NER member. 
Use of a photo from other sources/people without 
permission is not allowed. NER reserves the right to refuse 
inappropriate or unsuitable entries. 

6. Model and Property Releases: Any NER member submi ng 
a photograph acknowledges that they have sufficient 
permission of any recognizable loca ons or people 
appearing in their photograph. 

7. Forma ng your Photograph: Each photograph must be 
forma ed in a jpg. Each photograph will need to be clearly 
labeled with the category, last name, and first name.  

8. Judges: The judging panel will consist of  a selec on of NER 
members with an interest in photography. 

9. Ques ons: Ques ons about the contest should be emailed 
to membership@porschenet.com 

Awards 
Winner 
A winner will be assigned for each photo category and they will 
receive a $100 voucher to redeem at any NER event and a 
framed copy of the photo. 

Peoples Choice 
All the photos and links to the videos will be available on the 
NER website so the NER membership can vote. There will be a 
single peoples choice award for the combined photo categories 
and one for the videos. The prize will be a $100 voucher to 
redeem at any NER event. 

The NER event season is about to start and we’d like all the 
photographers out there to start snapping photos in prepara on 
for the 2013 Photo Contest. It’s your chance to impress your 
fellow members and there will be $$ prizes for the best photos. 
So capture the images of the fall foliage on the fall ramble or use 
your GoPro to record your fast lap around NHMS or Lime Rock. 
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Cruise Night 
Photos by Peter Tracy

by Steve Ross

After being rained out the prior 
week, a group of almost 50 
Porsches, many of them club 
members, including a couple 
who drove down from Albany 

N.Y. for the event, gathered on the grass of 
the Stow airport.
   The folks from Nancy’s Restaurant set up 
the portable kitchen and served up freshly 
baked pizza from the oven along with the 
traditional hamburgers and hot dogs, plus 
adult beverages.
   On the facing parking area were the 
’other‘ cars — those who wished to display 
their cars — and they ranged from a 
beautiful early ‘70s 240Z to various Ameri-
can muscle cars, a number of ‘50s and ‘60s 
British sports cars, and a very new-looking 
Mercedes Benz SLS with gull wing doors 
that the owner’s son got to drive to the 
event.
   After a few hours of ’car talk‘ and check-
ing out everyone else’s Porsches, the group 
slowly adjourned and headed home, wrap-
ping up the cruise nights for the year.
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Month  Paid  Comp  Total  Printed

October  651 229 880 900
November 653 248 901 925
December 652 264 916 930
January  742 254 996 1016
February 757 265 1022 1042
March  547 150 697 717
April  550 167 717 730
May  550 189 739 759
June  560 204 764 784
July  560 226 786 806
August  600 250 850 870
September 595 270 865 885
Total  7417 2716 10133 10364
Average  618 226 844 864
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Our annual trip to the Glen, 
which fell only two weeks 
after our fi nal NHMS DE, 
came up quickly, but this 
year experience stood me 

in good stead and I was able to get most 
of the preparatory work done in parallel 
with running the NHMS event. With plen-
ty of help from our Chief Instructor Jerry 
Pellegrino and our Registrar Mark Keefe, 
we were able to process last-minute regis-
trations and cancellations and were even 
able to clear all of the wait-listed student 
drivers. We ended up with 145 drivers, 
the best turnout to date since this event 
moved to a weekend.
   Thursday, I caravanned out by myself (is 
there such a thing as a caravan of one?), 
making occasional contact with several 
of you along the way. Last time we took 
the northern route and stayed on the 
interstate until we turned south on 114. 
This time I took the southern route for 
variety, even though it meant getting off  
the highway and chasing down side roads 
for gas. That turned out to be the right 
choice, as some of those who chose the 
northern route this year got caught up in 
the Presidential motorcade traffi  c jam. On 
a personal note, it’s been kind of weird 
going to events this year without Joe Bill-
maier, the person responsible for getting 
me into DE-ing back in 2007. For those 
who know Joe, our former chief of Track 
Operations, he and his family moved to 
Ohio this year. Once they’re settled I hope 
we’ll see him at an occasional event.
   Friday went fl awlessly for most of the 
140 plus drivers. As part of our on-going 
eff ort to provide classroom as well as 
on-track educational opportunities, we 
arranged for Pete Argetsinger to attend 
this event. Pete is a pro driver and coach 
and has instructed for several organi-
zations including Skip Barber. Friday 
morning Pete conducted three classroom 
sessions, one each for the Green/Yellow, 
Blue/White, and Red/Black run group 
drivers. I attended the Red/Black session 
and thoroughly enjoyed, and got a lot 
out of, Pete’s presentation. Pete stayed at 
the track Friday afternoon and returned 
Sunday, off ering private coaching ses-
sions that were well received by our solo 
drivers. Feedback from our drivers was 
positive and enthusiastic, and our goal 
will be to get him back for next year’s 
event at WGI.
   After the track went cold many of us 

headed for Clute Park Lakeside Pavilion 
for our usual beer and wine social, which 
got the drinks and conversation fl ow-
ing. A half-hour or so later the food from 
Jerlando’s showed up and everyone was 
treated to an Italian dinner including 
salads, lasagna, pasta, and pizza… and 
more beer and wine. This year’s social was 
served inside the pavilion, as the wind 
blowing off  the lake would have carried 
everything into the next county. Adrianne 
Ross, our social coordinator and fre-
quent at-track registrar, and I particularly 
express our appreciation of the folks who 
helped pick up the drinks and food, set up 
and put away the picnic tables, and made 
sure we left the park as clean as when we 
arrived. This year we overestimated the 

amount of beer a bunch of track rats can 
drink (hard to believe, huh!) and ended up 
with several ‘extra’ 12-packs. These were 
given away to interested participants on 
Sunday for a donation of $5 per 12-pack to 
our charity, Angel Flight NE.
   Saturday was another great day on track 
with some real-time schedule changes to 
account for clean-up of fl uid dropped on 
the track. We combined the last Red and 
Black run groups Saturday afternoon which 
is something I, as a Black run group driver, 
particularly enjoy. I usually run faster in a 
group and running with the mix of cars 
at the Glen was a lot of fun (and, I’m sure, 
helped me set a personal best for WGI). 
Sunday, our last of three days, was another 
great track day. Sunday’s planned Red and 

by Stan Corbett

Photos by Richard Viard



Black Enduros became a combined Red/
Black 60-minute Enduro, which went off  
without a hitch. The extra 60 minutes saved 
from the planned two Enduros was spread 
across the remaining afternoon runs, giv-
ing everybody some extra track time.
   The mix of driver home areas at our WGI 
event was again widely distributed with 
NCR the second largest group followed by 
UCR and CVR. We had participants from 
as far away as California and Washington 
state. Downeast, Metro NY, NNJR, Niagara 
and Rennsport regions were represented 
plus Riesentoter, Mid Ohio, First Settlers, 
Gold Coast and Suncoast regions. Almost 
everyone drove their favorite Porsche for 
the event with a double handful of other 
marques including BMW M3s and a 135i, 
Chevy Corvette and Camaros, Honda 
S2000, Lotus Exige S240, Ford Mustang 
Boss 302, and Mazda Miata and GT joining 
in the fun.
   As I’ve mentioned many times in the 
past, it takes the eff orts of our entire Track 
Committee to successfully put on one of 
these events. The picture accompanying 
this column shows our Track Tech Lead, 
Ann Anderson, and her team of Tech Work-
ers admiring your track chair’s gorgeous 
Cayman S in the early morning light at The 
Glen. While most of you had a single half-
hour or so stint in staging, the Tech Team 
and Control Team (under the guidance of 
our Control Chief, Kristin Larson) worked 
every day of the event. Please remember 
to give these folks a “thank you” at a future 

event.
   I would be remiss if I didn’t 
also send a thank you to Jerry 
Pellegrino, owner of European 
Performance Engineering and 
our current Chief Instructor. 
Jerry has been the long-time 
sponsor of our Watkins Glen 
DE event. Thanks, Jerry!
   It’s hard to believe that the 
NER DE 2013 season is over. I 
hope all our participants had 
a great season and will come 
back next year. Don’t keep all 
the fun for yourselves; bring a 
friend. Heck, bring two!





I’m often asked what it’s like to at-
tend an F1 event, so, as I sit in the 
stands at the Belgium Grand Prix at 
Spa Francorchamps, here are the 
highs and lows of an F1 weekend.

   Spa Francorchamps is situated in 
the rolling hills of the Ardennes Forest 
about two hours’ drive from Brussels 
and three hours from Frankfurt. We took 
the non-stop overnight Lufthansa fl ight 
into Frankfurt and after a no-speed-
limit drive in the hire car (only a BMW 
— if only we’d been driving one of the 
’proper‘ cars that were at home in the 
garage) we arrived at the Dutch city of 
Maastricht. Unless you’re Dutch, its only 
claim to fame is being where they signed 
the agreement that took the EU from a 
trading block to one with a single cur-
rency, a parliament and (if you believe 

A Day at the Races (Spa 2013) 

by Marcus Collins Photos by Marcus Collins

Kruisheren hotel in Maastrict

At  Speed in Abu Dhab.



Margaret “Iron Lady” Thatcher) increased 
its budget ten-fold and decreased its ef-
fectiveness by a similar amount. We stayed 
at the Kruisherenhotel in the center of the 
city; this boutique hotel is a converted 
15th-century monastery where reception, 
the wine bar and the restaurant were in 
the church, and the rooms were in the 
monastery itself. Maastricht, in common 
with many European cities, has a thriving 
outdoor society and we had dinner in an 
outdoor restaurant watching the world 
cycle by.
   Spa is in the part of Europe where Hol-
land, Belgium, and Germany all intersect (if 
you’re from Luxembourg you’re probably 
asking, “What about us?” — okay, Luxem-
bourg is there also, but at 200 km/hr you’ll 
miss it completely unless you’re paying 
attention). The EU has removed inter-
country borders so the only way you’d 
know you’re in a diff erent country is that 
the road signs are in a diff erent language 
and the car number plates retain their pre-
EU format. Funny that most EU countries 
gave up their currencies but couldn’t bring 
themselves to mess with their citizen’s 
cars!
   Belgium interesting facts: it should prob-
ably be two countries; half the country 
speaks French, the rest Dutch, and the 
politics is a fractious as in the U.S. On 
the bright side, it gives the monarchy a 
job, continually arbitrating between the 

two sides. Belgians are boring — at least 
that’s what the rest of Europe think — so 
they are the butt of most European jokes. 
Belgium was also a perfect short-cut 
when Germany decided to invade France 
in 1940. The French built a defensive 
wall between themselves and Germany 
(the Maginot Line), so the Germans went 
around it — through Belgium (see, Bel-
gium wasn’t even worth invading).
   Famous Belgians: Hercule Poirot (I know 
he’s not a real person put at least most 
people have heard of him), Audrey Hep-
burn (this one surprised me too), Georges 
Lemaitre (okay, I’m scraping the barrel 

here but he was a Roman Catholic priest 
who proposed the Big Bang theory (no, 
not the TV show, the real thing) and, in the 
process, presumably ruined his promotion 
chances with his boss in Rome).
   This part of Belgium is heavily wooded 
and very hilly, which gives the Spa Circuit 
its most famous feature — “Eau Rouge.” A 
downhill after the start-fi nish straight leads 
into a steep uphill S. The S has claimed 
many lives over the years and has been 
altered many times to limit the “sting in the 
tail,” but it still takes the same ****s required 
to take the fi rst set of corners at Mont-
Tremblant without lifting. After the uphill 



the circuit becomes a series of 300 km/hr 
(185 mph) straights followed by the twisty 
downhill to the start -fi nish (7 km/4.5 miles 
in 1 min 50 secs).
   The F1 weekend lasts four days. Every-
body gets the chance to do a pit walk on 
the Thursday afternoon (after Thursday 
only those with the mega-buck seats get to 
do it), it’s interesting to do it once if you’re 
there on a Thursday but you’ll probably skip 
it after that. We usually travel on Thursday 
in time for the track action, which starts on 
Friday. Friday has an hour-and-a-half prac-
tice session in the morning, and a similar 
session in the afternoon. Saturday morning 
has a shorter one-hour practice followed by 
qualifying in the afternoon. The race itself is 
on Sunday afternoon. There are two notable 
exceptions: Abu Dhabi, which starts at 5:00 
pm and ends in the dark, and Singapore, the 
only completely nighttime race, which starts 
at 8:00 pm.
   Qualifying is slightly diff erent than NAS-
CAR where fastest lap governs grid position 
but only a single car is on the oval at a time. 
F1 qualifying takes place as a series of three, 
time-limited, ‘knockout’ sessions. In Q1 all 
22 cars battle it out for 20 minutes with the 
slowest six drivers eliminated (grid position 
are based on lap time). Q2 is very similar, 
with the remaining 16 drivers battling it out 
for 15 minutes, again with the slowest six of 
those eliminated. In both these sessions, the 
top drivers do just enough 
laps to qualify for the next 
round, thus saving their 
tires for the later rounds. 
That’s the theory anyway. 
Rain can really screw-up 
the best-laid plans! A less 
experienced driver might 
be a bit too aggressive in 
the wet conditions and 
out comes the Yellow fl ag 
and lap times drop or (as 
happened in Montreal 
this year) out comes the 
Red fl ag with just enough 
time for a fl ying lap when 
qualifying resumes. Q3 is a 10-minute battle 
of wits — each driver has perhaps two fl ying 
laps before their lap time starts to increase 
as the tires degrade. So, they sit in the pits, 
like gunfi ghters in a western movie, watch-
ing the competition, watching the rain 
forecast, nobody wanting to be the fi rst 
to go out. Then, with just enough time for 
one or two fast laps, out they come and the 
lap times plummet. Weather played a big 

part in Q3 in Spa, it started dry and nine 
out of ten drivers chose slick tires. The 
rain started almost immediately and so 
the one driver who started on wet tires 
(Paul Di Resta) set the fastest time, the 
rest struggling as the rain got heavier. 
But, just as Di Resta was celebrating, the 
rain eased and the lap times started to 
drop again. Lewis Hamilton set the fast-
est time, followed closely by Sebastian 
Vettel and his team mate (adversary, and 
Porsche Le Mans driver in 2014) Mark 
Webber. Unfortunately, Di Resta ended-
up only fi fth on the grid, although it was 
still a good result for one of the smaller 
teams.
   F1 is, of course, the highlight of the 
weekend, but not the only racing. Each 
venue has a diff erent set of support races 
(each with practice, qualifying and one or 
two races). In Spa the support races were 
GP2, GP3 (both feeder series for F1) and 
the Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup European 
series. In Montreal they put on a great 
show with Porsche Supercup, Ferrari 
Challenge, Touring Cars and Formula 
1600. The support races and timetable 
are published a short while before the 
races on the F1 website. Dani and I are 
always amazed at how few people stay 
for the support races — they are always 
eventful (the Ferrari races are particularly 
incident packed — those guys are crazy). 

So, if you’re inclined you can be enter-
tained with on-track activities from 9:00 
am until 5:00 pm. The crowds are always 
very friendly and entertaining — as the 
day progresses and the alcohol takes its 
toll, the amusement factor increases. As 
with the drivers, it’s a very international 
crowd and Dani and I always enjoy play-
ing ‘guess the nationality.’ Everybody has 
a favorite driver, or team if you’re a Ferrari 

fan. There are no American drivers yet, 
but with Brits (Lewis Hamilton and Jen-
son Button) and Aussie Mark Webber in 
the top tier, Dani and I have our favorites.
   That reminds me — look on YouTube 
for Mark Webber driving the BBC Top 
Gear ”reasonably priced car.” He just 
beats ‘Ze German’ (Sebastian Vettel); the 
satisfi ed look on his face is priceless.
   What to take depends, of course, on 
where the event is. One thing is always 
the same though — the noise. Nothing 
quite prepares you for the sound of a F1 
car accelerating. The sound of 2.4-liter 
V8 engines revving at 18,000 rpm and 
gear changes quicker than a PDK, just 
bombards the auditory senses. Earplugs 
are highly recommended and required in 
certain tracks/stands. Two notable noisy 
sets of stands are the ‘Esses’ in Austin 
(ask Pete Donohoe) and the hairpin in 
Abu Dhabi where the stands are on all 
sides and covered (great protection from 
the sun) and so the sound has nowhere 
to dissipate. You’ll also want to look on 
Google maps (satellite view) to see if 
it’s the stands have seats or bleachers. 
If the latter, you’ll want to take folding 
bleacher seats, as you’ll be in the stands 
a long time. Montreal is all bleachers, 
Abu Dhabi all seats; Spa and Austin are a 
mix. The seats are uncomfortable but REI 
sells these blow-up cushions that really 

help.
   There are two options for getting there: 
organize it yourself or let one of the spe-
cialist F1 tour companies do it for you. 
Dani and I always do it ourselves, as it 
gives us more options. Montreal is only a 
six-hour drive on empty New Hampshire 
and Vermont roads. Unfortunately the 
Canadians have outlawed radar detec-
tors, so you have to slow down after 
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the border. Expect to pay a premium for 
hotel rooms if it’s an F1 weekend; this is 
especially the case in Montreal where you 
will want to stay downtown to enjoy the 
atmosphere. The same will apply in Austin, 
although if you stay 45 minutes away (in 
San Antonio) prices return to normal. Get-
ting to the track is the next challenge. In 
Montreal you take the Metro, be prepared 
for a long walk depending on the stand 
in which you have seats. Spa has some of 
the most inept traffi  c management seen 
since Sweden switched from driving on 
the left to the right (they really did that in 

the ‘60s). Watching the supercars spinning 
their wheels trying to park in the wet fi eld 
was amusing, though. It took two hours to 
get to the parking and even longer to get 
out after the race. Even though it was the 
fi rst event at the Austin track last year, the 
traffi  c in was a breeze, though getting out 
did take a while (hopefully this year they’ll 
improve this). Abu Dhabi is a breeze both 
in and out — thinking about it, it’s the best 
organized of all the F1 events we’ve been 
attended.
   After the single night in the monastery in 
Maastricht we spent the next two nights a 
little closer to the circuit in the Belgian vil-
lage of Altembrouck. The hotel (Landgoed 
Altembrouck) was a large grand estate with 
an adjoining farm and our ground fl oor 
room overlooked a lake and the courtyard 
(this doubled as the restaurant when the 
weather permitted). Our GPS found the 
back way in — down a farm track. The only 
reason we made it was that the hire car 
was an SUV; imagine our surprise when 
we saw some 911s and a Panamera in the 
parking lot. It turns out there was a more 

direct route — who said traveling with a 
GPS takes the fun out of driving. Dinner 
was a gourmet four-course event, although 
Dani got a little squeamish when they said 
the meat was from the farm pigs — we 
could hear them from our room. The hotel 
was busy with the F1 crowd — a Porsche-
driving doctor from Denmark traveling 
with his son, an American proudly wearing 
his VIR T-shirt, and a Brazilian doctor (he 
studied at UMass Lowell) who now runs a 
series of Subway franchises in the Brazilian 
city of Salvador.
   An F1 car is an incredible feat of engi-

neering. Designed only for speed, it does 
make a mockery of the focus the FIA (the 
international governing body of motor-
sports) has on the technology having 
applicability in everyday cars — Ferrari 
staying with the V12 in their super-cars, for 
example. Not sure anybody has tried this, 
but, at speed the aerodynamic downforce 
of an F1 car exceeds the weight of the 
car so they could, in theory, drive upside 
down. As I mentioned before, the engine is 
a 2.4-liter V8; this is going to change next 
year when all the teams move to a 1.6-liter 
supercharged V6.
   Most teams use a KERS (Kinetic Energy 
Recovery System) that recaptures and 
stores energy during braking. The addi-
tional 80 bhp can then be used for up to 
six seconds to get away from that potential 
overtaker (see DRS). Depending on the 
circuit, overtaking can be diffi  cult (Monaco 
is the extreme here, where pole on the 
grid often dictates fi nishing position) and 
so they have introduced the DRS (Drag 
Reduction System). DRS stalls the airfl ow 

over the rear wing, which reduces drag 
and so boosts straight-line speed. Each 
circuit has a number of DRS zones. If a 
driver is within one second of the car in 
front they can activate the DRS, and so 
overtaking becomes easier (see KERS). 
Traction control and ABS are outlawed, 
so you will often see drivers locking-up 
the brakes, especially early in the week-
end as they fi nalize the car setup.
   Which stand to sit in is always a chal-
lenge. You want a view of a large section 
of track, the cars can’t be traveling at too 
high a speed (up to 300 km/hr 180 mph), 

and section should be tricky enough that 
the drivers might make a mistake and 
run wide/be overtaken/spin. The high-
est price seats are on the main straight 
where you have a view of the pit area — 
we avoid this section and try to choose 
a twisty section. We’ve sat at a number 
of hairpins (most modern tracks have at 
least one) but are usually disappointed 
with the action (great photo opportunity 
though as the cars are traveling at their 
slowest and often lockup the brakes on 
entry — no ABS).
   In Montreal we prefer the corner after 
the start-fi nish straight. In Austin we 
were at the hairpin last year but have 
moved to stand 15 (after the main 
straight and close-by the COTA tower) 
this year. At Spa we chose “La Source” 
(the tight initial right-hander), but if we 
go again we’d sit in the stand with the 
best view of “Eau Rouge.” We like the 
South Marina stand in Abu Dhabi, as 
you see a large section of the track and 
it has the backdrop of the Marina and 
the Viceroy Hotel. YouTube is your friend 
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here as there are lots of videos race fans 
have posted of the on-track action (and 
they often state which stand they are in). 
We decided not to go to the Singapore 
event based on these videos as the track, 
laid out on city streets, gives poor viewing 
(it’s still on the possible list as the night-
time adds a lot to the spectacle).
   No article on F1 would be complete 
without a mention of Monaco. Unless you 
know somebody with a boat/yacht/ship 
(boat, yacht and ship — what’s the diff er-
ence?) who’s moored it in Monaco harbor 
for the weekend (defi nitely the best view 
of the race), it’s probably the one event 
where you should use one of the specialist 
F1 travel fi rms. Over the weekend, hotel 
prices in Monaco are beyond what the 
average Porsche driver can aff ord so you’ll 
probably stay in Nice — a coach ride away. 
Views from the stands will be limited and 
the F1 cars are just too powerful for the 
streets of the principality. If it weren’t the 
most glamorous event on the calendar 
it would have been cancelled years ago. 
We’ve not been but everybody we talk to 
(who has) says it doesn’t disappoint — it’s 
on our bucket-list.
   The tires on an F1 car are worthy of men-
tion. Pirelli is the only tire provider and in 
an eff ort to make the races more interest-
ing they have been told to make the tires 
wear quickly so the teams will be forced 
to make multiple pit stops. Pirelli decides 
beforehand which tires to bring to the 
event (a main and optional) and the teams 
are required to run at least one set of each 
type during a race. Each tire is color-
coded: Hard (Orange), Medium (White), 
Soft (Yellow), and Super-Soft (Red). There 
are two wet weather tires: Intermediate 
(Green), and Full Wet (Blue). This year’s 
compounds have been made to wear even 

more quickly, so teams have been com-
plaining that their drivers are spending 
most of the race looking after their tires 
instead of racing. At Silverstone the tires 
also failed catastrophically — the blame 
was eventually put on the tire structure 
and this has been changed in subse-
quent races. Understandably, these 
failures have put all the drivers on edge, 
also calling into question Pirelli being 
the sole tire provider. At Spa, two tire 
failures raised the questions again until 
it was determined that the tires failed 
when they ran over a broken piece from 
another car.
   With the deliberate degradation of 
tires, pit stops have taken on far greater 
importance, especially at some circuits 
where three or four stops are required. 
It takes the best teams three seconds 
to change all four tires — faster than 
NASCAR because F1 does not limit the 
number of engineers around a car in 
a pit stop. Take a look on YouTube; it’s 
a beautifully choreographed activity. 
This focus on pit-stop speed is not 
without issues — Mark Webber left 
the garage without a tire being prop-
erly fi tted earlier this year and the tire 
bounced down the pit lane, injuring a 
cameraman in the process. 
   Saturday’s GP2 race at Spa was the 
most exciting and incident packed. 
The GP2 and GP3 series are feeders for 
F1 with most drivers having to prove 
themselves there before being spot-
ted by the F1 teams (similar, I think, 
to the feeder teams in baseball). Mark 
Webber (Porsche Le Mans driver for 
2014) is one of the few to have trans-
ferred from touring cars, although not 
alone in transferring to other series 
after a stint in F1 (Juan-Pablo Mon-

toya in NASCAR is perhaps the best known). 
As feeder series and on an F1 weekend with 
the team principals attending, the drivers are 
always out to impress, some trying just that 
little too hard. The too-tempting-to-resist 
‘take them on the inside’ opportunity of “La 
Source” proved a popular place to impress 
the possible new boss, often with less than 
successful results.
   There’s always a lot happening on the Sun-
day race day. The stands fi lled up early, and 
Porsche Supercup and GP2 and GP3 races 
warmed up the crowd. But Spa had a special 
treat! Two parachutists appeared (not surpris-
ing you might think) — a Belgium Air Force 
display team? Wait — the parachutes are 
yellow and have “Greenpeace” on them, and 
that police helicopter is paying very close at-
tention to them. The Spa race is sponsored by 
Shell Oil and Greenpeace decided it would be 
a great opportunity to protest. The parachut-
ists having been pushed away by the heli-

Massa locks-up at the hairpin in Austin.



copter, the crowd settled down 
to watch the drivers’ parade. 
Wait (again), are those people 
on the roof of the main stand? 
Aren’t they abseiling down with 
a banner? Overnight, protesters 
had climbed on the main stand 
and just as the race was about to 
start they abseiled down with a 
banner saying, “Arctic Oil? Shell 
No!“ The police were completely 
confused about what to do (very 
amusing to the crowd in our 
stand who had a great view). 
They brought in a fi re truck, but 
couldn’t decide whether to use 
the ladder to get on the roof. In 
the end they decided to let the 
protesters watch the race while 
hanging from the ropes (great 
view!) and (we assume) took the 
easy option and arrested them when 
they came down after the race.
   After the rain-enhanced excitement 
of F1 qualifying the weather forecast 
looked like we would get a similar 
race. But, the weather stayed dry 
(which, as we were sitting in a stand 
without a roof, was okay) and so the 
race was rather incident-free. At the 
start, Lewis led into “La Source” but his 
Mercedes was quickly over-powered 
by the faster Red Bull of Sebastian 
Vettel. Vettel controlled the race from 
then on. As he has done in previous 
races, he lead by over a second into 
the fi rst DRS zone (so the following 
driver cannot active DRS) and led from 
then on. Lewis was also overtaken by 
the Ferrari of Fernando Alonso (cue 

for ‘Ferrari fans to go wild’), and so three 
leaders in the championship all took po-
dium positions. Kimi Raikkonen (second 
in the drivers’ championship) retired 
with brake failure (lots of disappointed 
but happily drunk Scandinavians) and 
Mark Webber (fi fth in the drivers’ cham-
pionship) took fourth.
   It’s an F1 tradition that after the race 
is over they open the gates to let the 
crowd rush to the podium and walk on 
the track (a slightly quicker walk than 
from stand 11 to the Metro in Montreal). 
We sat this one out and watched the 
crowd before heading back to the car 
park. Universal truth: if there’s a traffi  c 
jam then the cause is always either an 
accident or inept policing. At Spa it was 
the latter — a clown with a policeman’s 
hat on, as my father used to call them. 

It took three hours to get out of the car park (we 
watched the semi-stationary traffi  c for most of it) 
and they then directed us in the opposite direc-
tion to where we needed to go. We fi nally got 
back to our hotel at Frankfurt Airport at 11:00 
pm. A tiring journey but it did not detract from a 
great weekend at a European F1 race.
   So, as we relax and enjoy a glass of champagne 
on the Lufthansa fl ight back to Boston, how was 
our fi rst European F1? Boutique hotels, gour-
met food, interesting conversation, diverse and 
knowledgeable fans, great racing and a historic 
circuit — if you’re a fan of F1 it doesn’t get any 
better.
   We’ve already got our tickets for Austin 2013, 
we will be in our usual stand for Montreal 2014 
and are also making plans for a second race next 
year — see you there!

GP2 trying too hard. 

Yas Marina in Abu Dhabi.



At 9:40 am, Rosemary and 
I were the fi rst arrivals at 
Custom House Coff ee in 
Portsmouth, RI. We were 
surprised how crowded 

the parking lot was. After observing 
bicyclists wearing numbers on their 
backs we soon learned that over 700 
bikers had crossed the four bridges 
joining Aquidneck Island to the main-
land. Some of the bikers had chosen 
to end their journey at this location.
   By 11:00 am we had 25 Porsches, 
plus a 2000 BMW roadster and an ‘85 

Ferrari Mondial. There was just about a 
50/50 representation of Porsches from 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and 
the weather off ered a great day for a 
drive.
   The BMW’s owner is Joe Cacicia, a 
friend of Walt Cronin who drove in with 
his 2003 black 986S. Craig Amerigian 
drove the Mondial. Craig’s recently 
purchased pre-60s 356 is currently, as he 
said, “in pieces.”
   It was good to see Steve Ross pull into 
the lot with his blue ‘04 Boxster. We had 
some new faces (like Bob Schcunovor 

driving his black 
‘87 924S, and Ryan 
Liese driving his 
nicely attended 
‘96 Arena Red 993 
C4S); I directed 
them to speak with 
Steve pertaining 
to our local PCA 
group. 
   One of the ’eye 
catchers‘ was Anas-
tasi’s green ‘91 964. 
He had applied a 
black carbon fi lm 
on the hood, add-
ing a bit of ’bling‘ 
to his well-pre-

pared Porsche. He is pretty handy and 

has also modifi ed and repainted the 
rear bumper (a seemingly perfect color 
match). The fi lm (3M 1080) comes in a 
multitude of colors and textures and is 
easily applied and removed. Because it 
is perforated, no bubble worries during 
application. 
   Because of the subtle variances of 
the body trim (front and rear) I spoke 
with Jill and Dean Macovski regarding 
their ‘08 Boxster RS60. Their Boxster’s 
front bumper had a small lip continu-
ing around the corners that should 
keep the nose down while ramping 
up beyond 130 mph, avoiding the ’lift’ 
that occurs with my 996 C4. I have 
been looking at a similar front spoiler 
off ered by gt3tek; maybe a project to 
pursue this winter. When I mentioned 
the lack of any Caymans appearing at 
the SoBo coff ees, Jill said that she and 
Dean expect their Cayman build to be 
completed for a spring delivery, trad-
ing in their ‘08 Boxster 
   Dan Sullivan, after parking his 2012 
Black Edition Boxster S, told me that he 
plans to replace my well-worn Porsche 
ball cap with a new one during his 
upcoming Porsche factory visit in 
Stuttgart. Dan went on to say that the 
items sold are unique to the factory 
store. I may have to wait until April’s 
Porsche Ramble to receive his gift. 

Porsches and coff ee talk (Roger Slocum). 

Copy and photos by Roger Slocum

PG. 34 N O R E A S T E R

Jeff  pushing Arthur’s 911 Cab. 



    When I made the Porsche factory tour with my oldest son in May 2010, they 
were assembling GT Cup cars and Boxsters. The factory was squeaky clean, 
with much robotic assembly, and train-like material movers snaking along 
the fl oor. What impressed me, however, was the leather department, where 
every experienced older person had a young apprentice working by their 
side.
   For those who attended last year’s Porsche Ramble, you may remember 
Jeff  Corey’s high- mileage Turbo being fl at-bedded back home, because of 
a pinched wire resulting in an electrical short. Jeff  replaced his Turbo with a 
very clean looking blue ‘91 944S2. At the end of the SoBo Coff ee, Jeff  gave a 
welcomed hand to push-start Arthur Bryant’s pristine looking beige ‘86 911 
cabriolet. The previous owner of Arthur’s car did a fi ne job in selecting and 
fi tting the current 18-inch rims; the car stands out in a crowd. The car may be 
a keeper if he can fi nd the phantom anomaly inhibiting the starting of the 
engine. 
   The next SoBo Coff ee, and probably the last one of the 2013 season (de-
pending upon November’s weather), is scheduled for 10:00 am, October 20th 
at the Moose Café, 1160 Staff ord Rd., Tiverton, RI. You can e-mail me for any 
SoBo related questions at: rr356c@aol.com.

South of 
Boston 
(SoBo) 
Coffee 

September 
15, 2013
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by Steve Ross

On a beautiful clear sunny day, 
which we had ordered up, the 
Porsches came to our annual 
concours on the lawn at Larz 
Anderson Museum of Trans-

portation in Brookline.
   Entrant and worker Brian Laramee was 
there early doing the fi nal cleaning of his 
immaculate ’88 944 before switching hats 
to start directing the Porsches to their 
proper place on the fi eld. Long-time mem-
ber Tom Tate helped get registration going 
working through our new class system, 
which now has a Fully Judged group, a Top 
Only group judged by people’s choice, and 
the Display cars of which three interest-
ing entries were chosen for awards by our 
sponsor Porsche of Norwell. At around the 
10:00 am advertised ‘show up’ time the 
’fl ood gates’ opened and Porsches of all 

types were lining up almost out to the street, 
then fi lling the fi eld. Eventually we started 
placing the Display cars on the alternate fi eld 
in order to fi t the over 120 cars that eventu-
ally showed up.
   Dave Melchar, our chief judge, started 
gathering and briefi ng our newly trained 
judges pool before they set out to do their 
job of fi nding out how really clean all the Full 
Concours Porsches really were.
   As the morning progressed to the sounds 
of music from the PA system, the crowd start-
ed milling around various Porsches, meet-
ing up with friends and new acquaintances, 
partaking of the delicious food off ered by the 
museum’s caterer and taking many pictures.
   The judges fi nished their work in record 
time and the ballots for the Top Only class 
continued to pour in, keeping scorers 
Charlie Dow and Dave Melchar busy sort-
ing out the fi nal placing and determine the 
winners of the Susana Weber artwork. Our 
sponsor, Porsche of Norwell, presented their 
raffl  e awards: a set of Porsche glasses and a 
Porsche lounge chair.
   After the presentations, entrants and spec-
tators began to pack up and get ready for the 
trip home still under a clear, dry sky.
   Thanks to all the help off ered by club mem-
bers, the staff  at the museum and others in 
making this a great event. 
   One note: shortly after the event I received 
an e-mail from PCA’s National Executive 
Director indicating that the name “Porsche-
fest” is a copyrighted name held by PCNA 
(Porsche Cars of North America) and that no 
one, including us, can use it to promote an 
event. Therefore, as you may have noticed, 
the title of this article is diff erent.
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Top Only Results

996/997
Duane Doorakian        ‘12 GTS
Jacque Baurdin ’10 GT3

964
Steve Shechtman 356
Kim Saal  ’57 Speedster

944/928
Bob Voskian
Steve Vey
Cipriani

Boxster/Cayman
Jet Set  ’14 Boxster
Greg Bowles  ’06 Cayman 

991
Nirenberg ’13 991S

911 (64-73)
1. Stacey McCarthy 
2. Lee Hower
2. Steve Shechtman
2. Susan Silberberg

911 (74-89)
1. Matt 
1. Hower
2. Digregorio
3. Bieber
3. Filardi

Full Concours 
Results 2013

356
1. Tom Tate ’57 356 - 270 pts.

914
1. Scott Patton’74 914 - 274 pts
2. Steve Shechtman ’74 914 -252 pts.

911 (64-73)
1. Peter Tedesci ’69 911 - 264 pts
2.  Mark Lappin ’70 911t - 258 pts

911 (74-89)
1.Paul Whooten’86 911 Turbo - 289 pts.
2. Lee Hower’77 911 Turbo - 274 pts.
3. Frank Sena’86 911 - 273  pts.

964/993
1. Mark Boule 993 - 287 pts.
2. Bill Platt’90 C4 - 272 pts

944,968,928
1. Brian Laramee’88 944
292 pts.
2. Bob Voskian’91 928 - 287 pts
3. David Magnant ’88 944 - 219 pts.

991
Charlie Dow   ’12 991 - 279 pts.

Cayman/Boxster
 1. Ryan Silvestro     ’08 Cayman - 285 pts.
 2. Peter Novak’11 Cayman - 269 pts.
 3. Arthur Rossi’08 Boxster S - 268 pts.
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Zone 1 Autocross Aug 24 & 25, 2013

by  Chris Ryan

Devens was once again the 
site of the Zone 1 Autocross 
Regional Challenge during the 
weekend of August 24th and 
25th.  In spite of the gorgeous 

weather which lured many would-be AX-ers 
to NER’s weekend at Watkins Glen DE event, 
a team of die-hard NER folks  autocrossers 
came to do battle with the New Yorkers 
(and 10 CVA drivers) in the Region Chal-
lenge. The event was hosted by our sister 
region, North Country, and run by Zone 1 
Autocross Chair Don Coburn and Registrar 
Aaron Ambrosino who did a great job and 
ran a smooth event along with Jennifer 
Webb, the Zone 1 Rep.
   Saturday’s event featured a clockwise 
Scruff y – designed course which contained 
a few tricky elements that proved challeng-
ing to  many drivers  who  took several runs 
to fi nd their way (including yours truly), 
but after the fi rst few runs, things settled 
down and clean runs were recorded more 
regularly. On Sunday, the Metro NY guys re-
arranged the course to a counter-clockwise 
version featuring about a 220 degree pivot 
turn near the control tower had everyone 
scratching their heads during the walk-
through, but most drivers got the hang of it 
fairly quickly.
   NER and NCR both fi elded ten members 
on their region teams, with alternates, 
and in spite of a few no-shows, by the end 
of the day, NER and NCR had posted 172 
combined team points, with North Country 
taking the event and retaining the trophy 
here in New England with 92 vs NER’s 80 
points. NER members Jeff  Johnson, Alan 
Davis, Mark Skala, and Lev Tabenkin posted 
fi rst-place fi nishes in their classes, while 
Chris Ryan, Joe Consolo, Mark Polk, Ma-
thieu Charlebois, Georges Rouhart , Charles 
Strohmeyer, and Tom Tate put up second-
place points for the team. Nick Quinci, Bill 
Aubin, Neil Halbert, Nick Durham, and Alex 
Komarov also contributed to the eff ort.
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by Bill Seymour

A full house 
of about 80 
PCA’ers turned 
out on Satur-
day Septem-

ber 14th for a tour of the 
Collings Museum in Stow 
MA.  After sign-in, donut 
consumption and a review 
of upcoming club events, 
the event was turned over 
to host Bob Collings who 
fi rst explained the history 
of the Collings Foundation/
Museum and then led us 
on a wonderfully entertain-
ing tour.
   Quoting their website…
”The purpose of the 
Foundation is to organize 
and support "living history" 
events that enable Ameri-
cans to learn more about 
their heritage through di-
rect participation. The origi-
nal focus of the Foundation 
was transportation-related 
events such as antique car 
rallies, hill climbs, carriage 
and sleigh 

rides, and a winter ice-cutting festival 
in the Stow, MA area. During the mid-
eighties, these activities were broadened 
to include aviation-related events such 
as air shows, barnstorming, historical 
reunions, and joint museum displays on 
a nationwide level.”
 While some of the military aircraft 
owned and maintained by the Collings 
Foundation are in Texas, most of their 
stuff  is right here in Stow.  Some high-
lights of what we got to see…
• A collection of Indy cars including the 
1979 Porsche Indy - The factory race car 
that smashed all the track records before 
being banned.
• Midget racers and early Sprint cars – 
would you have been brave enough to 
drive these?
• A fantastic collection of antique cars 
from the Brass and Classic Era (including 
the amazing ’32 Duesenberg SJ).
• Airplanes from a Wright Brothers glider 
to Korean War jets.
• Fascinating German anti-aircraft guns 
from WWII.
   In keeping with the “living history”      
theme, Bob made all of these things 
come alive with amazing and entertain-

Collings
Museum

Tour
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Collings Collection.

Panorama Parade.

WWII Grumman Avenger



ing facts.  For example, those attending got 
a very graphic description of what it was 
like to fl y a WWI airplane (and why a silk 
scarf was needed – hint:  not the reason 
that you’d expect!)
   Thanks again to Bob Collings and Hunter 
Chaney of the Collings Foundation.  We’ll 
do this again in two years so if you missed 
it this time, just hang on!  And if you can’t 
wait till then, you should consider going to 
their WWII reenactment on October 12th.  
Tickets and information at www.cfdn.org.
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in First instead.”
   We spent the night in Fort Lauderdale 
— pet friendly hotels are easy to fi nd on Ex-
pedia, but check the hotel website, as some 
chains have a size limit. The Westin in Mont-
Tremblant allows dogs and even provides 
a doggie cushion. Jocko’s Beach Resort in 
Calabogie, although I might argue with the 
‘Resort’ part, also allows pets — did I men-
tion he’s our constant companion!

   Game Day: The Sequel. Bahamas Air 
treats pets as excess baggage, so we 
walked into the main terminal ignoring the 
“Service Dogs Only” signs. We resolved a 
slight glitch with the reservation — when 
I made the booking they added the cost 
for the kennel as a “change fee” and this 
caused the reservation to be half-deleted. 
We took the dog down to TSA (there’s a 

The Checkered Flag-  continued from page 11

procedure for this) and then got 
onto the plane to Nassau. Nassau 
was a breeze — Customs could 
not have been easier — we then 
transferred over to the domestic 
terminal to check-in for the short 
fl ight to Governor’s Harbour. By 
now we could confi dently answer 
all their questions: will the kennel fi t 
on a Dash-8 aircraft? — Yes, we just 
fl ew from Florida on one... A short 
fl ight and a cab ride to the house 
we had rented saw us sitting by the 
pool, drinking a cocktail with Sudo, 
completely relaxed, with us.
   Was it worth the stress and 
expense to bring him? Absolutely 
— the trip was an adventure and, 
of course, slightly stressful on Sudo 
and us. But, everybody we interact-
ed with (airline staff , TSA, and gov-
ernment offi  cials) on the journey 
made a point of ensuring Sudo was 
comfortable. Every time we saw him 
on the journey he was relaxed in his 
crate even enjoying Wendy’s with 
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us before boarding the plane to Gover-
nor’s Harbour. Not convinced? Here’s one 
story out of many to explain why. It was 
the fi rst time Sudo has seen a swimming 
pool and so he just walked in, ignoring 
the steps. SPLAT — head-fi rst into the 
water! After we showed him the right 
way to use the steps we now can’t keep 
him out of the water — both the pool 
and the blue waters of the Caribbean.
   The other thing that has been interest-
ing me lately, both for work and pleasure, 
is the so-called “Internet of Things.” For 
my day job I advise clients on how to or-
ganize, and get enhanced business value 
from, information. I’ve seen an increased 
interest in this topic over the last three to 
fi ve years, as enterprises try to maximize 
the returns on the information they’ve 
been generating, collating and storing, 
often very badly. So, along comes the 
ability to instrument everything and the 
data volumes grow exponentially but so 
do the potential returns.
   Partly by design and partly by accident, 
I’m part of the movement...
   Before this vacation I bought an UP — 
it’s a wrist band that tracks your move-

ments and sleep pat-
terns. You enter your 
goals — I chose 10,000 
steps (about fi ve miles) 
a day and eight hours 
sleep a night. You 
plug it into the iPhone 
periodically and the 
data is downloaded 
so you can monitor 
how you’re doing. It’s 
addictive — I averaged 
9,000 steps and just 
over eight hours sleep 
over the past week 
(not bad when you re-

member I spent hours on the Lufthansa 
fl ight to/from Frankfurt). The walk on 
the beach this 
morning and 
a walk to the 
boat dock to 
buy some fresh 
lobster this af-
ternoon: almost 
4.5 miles. It’s 
strange I now 
fi nd myself 
wanting more 
— it would be 
good to see my 
heart rate as 
well. See, told 
you it’s oddly 
addictive.
   Work and 
rest done, now 
what about play...
   I bought a Solo DL earlier this year — 
I’ve seen a number of these (or similar) 
at DE and AX events. It’s a GPS lap-timer 
and data logger and enables you to bet-
ter understand how you’re driving on the 
track. I have the Sport Chrono feature 

on the Cayman, but you have to tell it 
when you have completed a lap (just when 
you’re trying to overtake that slower car on 
the straight at NHMS) and the software to 
analyze the data is rudimentary at best. I’ve 
heard the software is better on the 2013 
model, but this is of little value to me. The 
Solo DL has a GPS function (and knows 
the layout of most of the NER DE tracks 
— Mont-Tremblant is missing but I have 
latitude/longitude of the start/fi nish if you 
need it) and connects to the cars internals 
via the OBD port. I’ve not really explored 
everything it can tell me and not scratched 
the surface of what it can teach me, but I’m 
enjoying learning. It’s no substitute for an 
instructor though (I was recently promoted 
to Blue and so get an instructor only once 

or twice per DE event).
   In addition to driving, my other 
play activity is scuba diving. I’ve 
been doing it for many, many 
years and have used a basic 
dive computer to monitor the 
dives. I’ve been telling myself 
to upgrade for a while now and 
the opportunity to do some 
deep diving in the Red Sea next 
year forced my hand. I’ve dived 
deep on my trusty old computer 
before but it’s designed for div-
ing only on air (contrary to what 
many books state, scuba divers 
dive with air in their cylinders, 
not oxygen) and when I’ve 
dived deep on Trimix (oxygen, 
nitrogen and helium — air is just 

oxygen and nitrogen) I end up giving the 
computer (although not me) the bends. 
So, I’ve upgraded to a 2013 model, which 
monitors all aspects of the dive. In addition 
to all this extra information you can now 
post the dive to social media sites (this is 
another big trend, but this will have to wait 

until another column).
   So that’s work, rest and all 
aspects of play covered. The 
challenge now is to adapt 
this knowledge to advise 
enterprises how they can 
use the “Internet of Things” 
to monitor, adapt behavior 
and react to events the 
same way I now can.

N O R E A S T E R PG. 45

Sudo in the pool.

Up. 

NHMS Lap.



Driving Puddle Jumper.
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distributer had fallen off  interrupting the 
spark needed to keep this old Tub run-
ning. I took a pair of pliers from the tool 
kit, crimped the connector, pushed it back 
on the coil and was on my way. It was a 
simple fi x that made me feel pretty smart. 
Smart enough that I overlooked the fact 
that I was the dumb guy who had put on 
the loose connection in the fi rst place.
   A couple of us will be driving down to 
Helen, GA for a 356 gathering this month, 
so the durability of these old cars will 
be tested. We’ll be going down through 
Maryland to meet up with my brother, Bill, 
and his wife, Beverly, who will be driving 
the white Speedster that he’s had all these 
years. Among the bunch of us I believe we 
have enough spares to build one of these 
cars. It will be interesting to see what will 
be needed. I’m sure that I’ll have stories to 
tell for next month’s column. Stay tuned 
and KTF.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

   Chris reported that  Zone 1 is asking all 
regions to select an “Instructor of the Year.” 
The track committee already selects one 
each year, so we can fulfi ll this request 
easily.
   As far as the election for the 2014 board 
positions goes, the Nominating Commit-
tee has selected a candidate for each offi  ce 
in the club and has obtained the consent 
of each nominee to serve if elected. The 
Chairperson of the Nominating Committee 
reported the following names for publica-
tion in the Newsletter.
   President: Kristin Larson
   VP Administration: Bill Seymour & Rose-
mary Driscoll
   VP Activities: Nick Shanny
   Treasurer: Michael Orsini
   Secretary: Hans Peter Schaefer
   Membership: Dani Fleming and Marcus 
Collins
   The Nor’easter: Adrianne Ross

   Additional nominees for any offi  ce need 
to be nominated by a current member at 
any time up to the October board meeting. 
Such a nomination should include a signed 
statement from the nominee(s) that he or 
she (they) will perform the duties of offi  ce 
if elected. 
   To count the votes, a teller committee of 
three people has been formed, with Stan 
Corbett taking on the role of Chairperson 
of the committee.
   Under new  business, Steve announced 
that the  2016 Porsche Parade will be at Jay 
Peak, Vermont.
   The next meeting will be on October 
16, 2013, hosted by the Seymour/Driscoll 
family.
The meeting was concluded at 9:45 pm 
after a unanimous vote of the board.

Minutes- continued from page 8

On the Edge- continued from page 6

On The Loud Pedal-  continued from page 6

mortgage broker, and had an off er on 
the table in two hours, and after some 
back and forth (during my weekend at 
the Glen), it was accepted.
   So, I have a house, or I will by the time 
this lands in your mailbox. I’ve never 
owned a home before. I don’t know 
much about it, or how to maintain it, 
much like the Porsche, marriage, festival, 
and countless other jumps I have made. 
But I manage, usually very well. The big 
jumps always turn out right. They were 
the right things to do. It’s always an ad-
venture, and I’m very ready for this one.
   Anyone know anything about owning 
a pool?

dren, birthday parties and hockey games 
were calling. It was time to crawl back 
into the family truckster and make the 
rounds. The Collins Museum is only open 
to private bookings. The Porsche club 
visits every other year and I encourage 
anyone who has not had the pleasure to 
make sure you book this adventure two 
years from now.
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bers once again qualifi ed for rebates.
   While we’re on the subject of num-
bers… Novice Day in May saw 25 Green 
run group drivers. Of these drivers, 17 at-
tended only that one event. Six attended 
a second event (four made our August 
NHMS DE and two made our August WGI 
DE). The remaining two attended three 
events and qualifi ed for rebates (way to 
go!).
   Finally, a glimpse into DE 2014. The RE-
ALLY big news for the 2014 Driver Educa-
tion season is that Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park (TSMP) in Thompson, 
CT is reopening their road course in June 
2014. You may recall mention of this in 
my December 2012 column, though the 
projection at that time was for reopening 
in 2013.
   Steve Ross, Bill Seymour and I visited 
TSMP on September 5th. We started with 
a tour of the new registration building. 
Then Jon Hoenig, CEO and a member of 
the family that owns the track, drove us 
around the road course, which is mostly 
dirt at this point. The foundation is being 
laid this month and being graded to the 
contour of the planned track. A binder 
coat will go down next and should be 
substantially complete in October shortly 
before their fi nal NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fi ed Tour event on October 18th–20th. 
We toured the new timing tower and 
garage that are under construction. Jon 
pointed out that most of the materials 
have already been bought and delivered 
to the site. He also stated that they are 
about two to three months ahead of 
schedule with the facilities, and hope to 
have the buildings weather tight before 
winter so they can work on the interiors 
during bad weather.
   Jon pointed out the location of the au-
tocross area (currently covered by a VERY 
large mound of material being used for 
the foundation of the track). Jon and Bill 
discussed several options for use of the 
autocross area.
   Following the track tour, Jon introduced 
us to Josh Vanada who was hired recently 
to be their General Manager responsible 
for interacting with the various clubs 
that will be holding events at TSMP. We 
discussed DEs with Josh, bringing him up 
to speed on how PCA regions run DEs. 
We discussed track safety, corner work-
ers, run groups, and pretty much covered 
everything we talk about in our morning 
driver’s meetings. We then adjourned to 

the Clubhouse Restaurant for lunch (Bill 
and I recommend the Speedway Burger 
with Bacon) and continued comparing 
notes and impressions of the track.
   In my opinion the track is making 
excellent progress toward their planned 
re-opening of the road course in June 
2014. Not only do they have much of 
the material on-site, but there has also 
been signifi cant progress on the facilities 
and the track itself since we last visited 
in October 2012. Also noteworthy is that 
they have started hiring the staff  that 
will be needed to run the new track. For 
those interested in more information 
please visit TSMP’s new website at http://
www.thompsonspeedway.com/index.
php. There are pictures of their progress, 
which they plan to update regularly, on 
their website at http://www.thompson-
speedway.com/progress-gallery.php.
   But you don’t have settle for a website 
preview. Thanks to Jon and Josh, you can 
get a tour of the work-in-progress AND 
see some fantastic racing. October 20th 
is Thompson’s premier NASCAR date 
with Whelen Modifi eds and ISMA Super 

Modifi eds plus other classes. And just in 
case you aren’t a super modifi ed junkie, be 
advised that these cars (with 1,000 hp and 
a huge wing) can hit 180 mph — yes, that’s 
not a typo — on this 5/8-mile oval track! 
A full schedule of racing starts at noon. A 
pass that includes pit access is normally 
$75 but as a perk for our DE participation 
we get a special price of only $25. Check 
out more details and sign up on the NER 
website at http://www.porschenet.com/
events/thompson-speedway-tour-and-
race/.
   Late Breaking News! At the September 
meeting the NER board approved moving 
forward with our plans to run a three-day 
DE event at TSMP on September 12th–
14th, 2014. The contract has been signed 
and sent to the track, with deposit. Put 
this one on your calendar NOW, you won’t 
want to miss it!  And, as usual, I am working 
with management at the other tracks and 
hope to have CMP, LCMT, WGI and NHMS 
dates in the next couple months. I’ll keep 
you posted as we make progress on next 
year’s DE schedule.
   Didn’t LIFT!  Stan

Don’t Lift!-  continued from page 12



norwell.porschedealer.com
(877) PORSCHE
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A treat that’s better than candy.

‘00 911 Coupe  Millenium Edition

‘06 911S Coupe  Gray/Black

‘10 Panamera 4S  Blue/Gray
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‘09 Mercedes Benz E63 AMG  Rare 518HP!
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‘11 Mercedes Benz E350  White/Sand
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2012 911 GTS
Cabriolet

Stunning! Black/Black Beauty
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Marketplace For Sale 

   2001 Hard Top for 996, 911 Porsche.  Resides in Gloucester, MA  Color:  Lapis Blue.  
Excellent Condition.  $500 or best off er.  Contact:  508-843-6695 (10/13)
Black 1987 porsche 911 Carrera sunroof coupe. Stock motor and transmission just 
redone. Car completely redone inside and out. Never been on track but ready to go, 
Street legal. So much to list, call for details. Michael DeVito 617-851-7025 (9/13)
      1996 – 993 Carrera 4S Coupe. Arena Red with black interior. 79,200 miles, with 
major service at 60,000. Cosmetically and mechanically outstanding. 18” factory 
wheels and GT3 Tail. $40,000 or best off er. (401)258-6839 or (401) 725-7000 (9/13)
   1984 944 Coupe.  Zermatt silver/black leather sport seats, 5-speed, Fuchs alloys.  
Factory sport suspension.  Sunroof.  Always garaged.  All service records.  No snow/rain 
last 23 years.  Virtually fl awless original paint and interior.  Original owner.  106K miles.  
Excellent condition.  $7,900.  Jack Miller.  Marblehead.  781-631-0020.  jm@marblehea-
dusa.us (9/13)
   
Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by 
this publication or the Northeast Region of the products or services set forth therein. The 
NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.
Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each 
month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to 
solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor containing 
your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six lines - it’s not necessary to mention every detail 
of your Porsche - an interested buyer will call if he/she needs more info! Ads can be emailed to: 
aross@porschenet.com.
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The Long and Winding Road -  
continued from page 12

where in this issue!).
   On a personal driving note, I’m now 
signed up to participate in the LeMons 
race at NHMS on October 26th–27th. My 
readers know that I pal around at the 
DE events with Dennis Mascetta, Dave 
Berman and Nick Shanny. The four of us 
have been talking about trying to pre-
pare a car for next year, so were intend-
ing to go to the race to watch and learn. 
Dave, however, found a fellow in NY who 
needed more drivers for his 1973 BMW 
2002 (a veteran of two previous LeMons 
events) and we (save Dennis, who has 
less time and more sense) have signed 
onto the “European Dent Crisis” team. 
We understand that the car is terminally 
slow but handles okay and is pretty reli-
able. I am already amazed at the amount 
of preparation required and the energy 
level of Tom, the car owner and team 
leader (who says he is going to sleep in 
the garage at NHMS so as to better be 
able to work on the car between days — 
ah, youth — I’ve booked the Red Roof).
   And now, an update on my nomination 
for leader in the “Cylinder Wars Game” (a 
measure of your worth taken by adding 
up all of the cylinders in any 
gas-powered vehicle/device 
owned by your household). 
Cousin Jack just added a 
2011 C2S and inherited a 
barn full of collector tractors 
from a childless uncle. He 
now tops out at 101 includ-
ing: current vehicles (34), 
collector cars (16), airplanes 
(4), boats (4), tractors (19), 
RVs (9), lawn equipment (7) 
and generators (8). You go 
boy!
   Bill Seymour
   admin@porschenet.com

Sales, Maintenance & Fabrication Work on German and Italian High Performance Automobiles

PCA authorized tech inspector
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Jennifer Webb 
514-235-0157; jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com

NER Board of Directors
New Members

Paul Anderson 
Brockton MA 
2000 Boxster silver

Douglas Atamian 
Norwood MA 
2013 911 silver

Christopher Chand 
Waltham MA 
1984 911 red

Andrew Crookes 
Roxbury MA 
1990 911 red

Robert Crowley 
Wellesley MA 
2011 Cayenne black

John Darack 
Wayland MA 
1968 912 green

Paul Doherty 
Wakefi eld MA 
2005 Boxster silver

Ronald Doire 
Middletown RI 
2007 911 red

Paul Farley 
Narragansett RI 
1983 911 SC red

Bruce Fishman 
Manchester MA 
2014 Cayman S 
silver

Georges Forgeois 
New York City NY 
1997 4S red

Joseph Gagne 
Lincoln MA 
1988 944 red

Benjamin Gilmore 
Rochester MA 
2014 Cayman black

Matthew Gineo 
Newport RI 
1976 911S red

Adolph Guenthner 
Arlington MA 
1983 944 gray

Kenneth Hahn 
Framingham MA 
1988 928s4 red

Paul Lebedevitch 
Cambridge MA 
2006 911 silver

Wai Li 
Weston MA 
2010 997 black

John Mcharrie 
Randolph MA 
2000 911 black

Robert Miceli 
Cotuit MA 
1981 911 SC

Darrin Rizzo 
Worcester MA 
2006 Cayman s blue

Anthony Sbarra 
Boston MA 2002 
996 c4 blue

Martin Shooter 
Danvers MA 
2000 911 black

Daniel Skerik 
Melrose MA 1972 
911t red

Gary Stearns
Saunderstown RI 
1991 964 C2 green

Knut Streitlien 
Jamaica Plain MA 
2006 Cayman S blue

Jeremy Waltzer 
Foxboro MA 
1999 996 blue

Jeff rey Wilkinson 
Littleton MA 
2004 996 4s blue
    
Michael Capocefalo 
Auburn NY 
1997 911

Christopher Gizmunt 
Peabody MA 2011 
Cayman S blue

Arthur Karabelas 
Boston MA 
1989 964 gray

Gregory Wager 
 Marblehead MA 
1991 944S2

When you are really ready to buy or sell, 
I’m available to make it really happen.

745 Boylston Street ∙ Boston, MA
617.962.0142 ∙ rcohen@bradvisors.com

Search all MLS Listings: www.robbcohen.com

Boston’s 
Property 

Expert CRS, ASR, 
ABR, CNE

Boston 
Distinctive Properties™

R o b b  C o h e n &  T e a m

President/Broker/Realtor®
#1 Independent Boston Broker Units Sold
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