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In This Issue...

A new and special day dawns here at the 
NOR’EASTER. Into my fourth year as editor, 
and I’m offi  cally adding to the roster of the 

publication. 
   For months now Mike Kerouac has been contrib-
uting more than his, (or anyone’s) fair share to the 
newsletter, and I’d like to recognize that. Starting with 
this issue, the NOR’EASTER has a Contributing Editor. 
   “Most often, a contributing editor is a freelancer who 
has proven ability and readership draw. The contributing 
editor regularly contributes articles to the publication 
but does not actually edit articles. At smaller magazines, 
the title may imply a staff  member with regular writing 
responsibility and some editorial duties.” - Wikipedia
   “In most cases, it’s more of a title of respect.”  
- InsideJobs.com.
   So that’s where we’re at. I’m constantly profoundly 
grateful for Mike’s contributions, feedback, and friend-
ship. I’m never sure if he does it because he likes it? Or 
to bail me out of a jam. 
   It doesn’t really matter to me. I’m just glad to have 
him on board!  - Welcome Mike! 

When I was young, I didn’t have 
aspirations of owning a Lambo-
rghini Countach, or Ferrari F40. 

There weren’t pictures on my wall of cars 
strewn with women, (somehow equating 
one with the other). I didn’t read hot rod 
magazines…but I wanted to drive.
    I wanted the freedom that came with a 
car. I could go where I wanted to go with-
out asking someone for a ride, or pitching 
in gas money.
   Later on I learned about cars. How they 
worked, combustion, and diesel engines.  I 
got a taste for “cool” cars, which at the time 
was my 1969 white Mustang Coupe, with 
the 250 straight six. 
   I learned to appreciate cars as art, classics 

that someone had built or rebuilt from the 
ground up, the details of the piping along 
the seats, the right shifter knob, the correct 
Firebird on the trunk of the ’68 Pontiac. 
All that took work, and combing through 
junkyards, and stacks and stacks of “Hot 
Rod” magazines. It was hard… then.
   I know my experience isn’t isolated. I’ve 
met hundreds of car owners, restorers, and 
just car nuts that just wanted freedom, 
some wanted the Countach, others were 
die hard Ford fans.
    Lately I’ve been thinking about the 
personal picture, the sometimes-intimate 
details of what cars mean to some people; 
the “spirit” of the car, if you will. 
   In February of 2013 member Erik Plotkin 
share his story with us of his 5-year-old son 
having life changing brain surgery, and 
how as a result his wife and he started a 
children’s charity. In the middle of all that 
somewhere, he bought a Boxster. “Yoga on 
wheels” he called it. He drove it as a stress 
reliever, and he thinks it’s saved his sanity.
    There was a couple in 2011 who when 
broke, and without prospect, let it start to 
aff ect their marriage. They thought about 

selling the 911 to make ends meet, and 
in the course of making that decision, 
went for a Sunday drive.
    They kept driving on Sundays. They 
kept talking. The car took them out of 
their negative space, and opened up 
the channels of communication. Things 
got better, and better, and they decided 
to stay together. They may not have 
anguished over the sale of a Chevette, 
but the torment of selling the Porsche 
meant they’d need to talk about it – and 
other things.
   A few months ago I did a piece on the 
Dakar Rally. A 16-day adventure through 
the toughest terrain on the earth.  It’s a 
test of endurance, will, and sacrifi ce. How 
much would you give psychologically or 
physically, to fi nish this trial of determi-
nation? How would you do it if you were 
missing a limb, or maybe two?
   A group of British Veterans called 
Race2Recovery tried it out in 2013. Top 
Gear did a piece on it that may have 
been one of the best they’d every done. 
Three trucks, 28 men (including driv-
ers and support personnel) and an 8x8 
vehicle started out on their 16 day trek. 
Four men, one of them a leg amputee, 
and just the race vehicle fi nished, and 
only after they’d rolled it over. Within the 
fi rst 48 hours they were down to that 
one car, and minus most of their support. 
The race car overheated which forced 
the team to drive at night, through the 
nightmarish terrain previously men-
tioned. 
   But they fi nished, the fi rst team with 
disabilities to ever do so. Their motto? 
“Beyond Injury – achieving the extraor-
dinary.”
   Some folks climb mountains and 
some drive up them. Either one is a life 
changer, a goal to be met somehow. It’s 
a deeply personal thing to accomplish 
some unfeasible goal in your lifetime. 
Our members have driven, and crewed 
the 24 Hours at Daytona, some are go-
ing, although I’m unaware of any drivers, 
to the 24 Hours du LeMans.  I wish I knew 
someone in Dakar. These races are more 

He has to be meticulous, and 
cheery, “Good job buddy!” on 
excruciatingly little sleep.

On the Edge
What Matters

easily said than done. I’ve pontifi cated in 
many a column about the stark and startling 
achievements of these races.  The 48 hour 
grind that actually makes up going to the 
24 Hours. The years it took to get there, the 
detail of lug nuts in the right place at 3:00AM, 
the spotter, who’s been up for 36 hours, 
bringing that car home just as carefully as 
after his fi rst cup of coff ee after 10 hours of 
sleep. He has to be meticulous, and cheery, 
“Good job buddy!” on excruciatingly little 
sleep.
    Cars matter. Each and every one means 
something to someone; race, or street car.  
From the fi rst car that’s so precious, the 5th 
car that gets you too and fro, or your Porsche
   What they have in common is the seed of a 
dream, that poster on the wall, or the glim-
mer in a 16-year-old girl’s eye about freedom. 
Cars help people accomplish profound 
individual dreams. These cars, Porsches, have 
a long storied history of facilitating people 
accomplishing their dreams, and in 2014 – 
after 16 years - they return to the best story 
of all - Le Mans.

Adrianne Ross



N O R E A S T E R PG. 7

Believe or not, spring is around the 
corner.  I feel track season is almost 
here, but not almost here because as 

I look outside the window, all I see is snow.  
But I have faith Mother Nature will melt 
this snow and bring spring fl owers and 
warmth…eventually.  So we forge ahead in 
getting both the car and trailer ready.  
   March is the track planning month for us.  
Dave is putting on the fi nishing touches on 
the car and trailer and I am registering us 
for events and getting hotel rooms.  I have 
gone out to the garage recently and the 
car is back together and it has gone for a 
few successful short trips in the area.  The 
accountant in me prepares a spreadsheet 

each year so I can track if we have regis-
tered for the events, have a hotel room and 
confi rmed our dog walker can keep Cam 
(the dog) for the days we are gone.  I under-
stand some people may think this is a bit 
extreme, but it really helps me know what I 
have done and haven’t done.  And we both 
fi ll our home calendar and see how few 
weekends are free from April to October 
between track days, autocross, Ramble, and 
a non-car related vacation.
   I look at our schedule and it is a busy 
summer for NER.  Between NER and NCR, 
we off er 23 track days at 5 diff erent tracks, 
11 autocross days at Fort Devens and 
numerous social events, including the 
Ramble at the end of April in Cooperstown, 
NY.  And we can’t forget our Zone 1 events.  
There is The Clash at Watkins Glen for all 
the club racers May 29-June 1, 48 Hours at 
Watkins Glen June 6-8 for drivers educa-
tion, Zone 1 Autocross at Fort Devens Aug 
23-24 and the Zone 1 Concour/Rally/BBQ 
Sept 12-14 being hosted by the Green 
Mountain region.  

   Changing subjects.  February 4, 1959.  
Does this date ring a bell to anyone?  It 
didn’t to me either until I heard from 
PCA National early this year.  This is the 
date the Northeast Region was chartered 
within PCA.  Can you believe our region 
is 55 years old?  It was so interesting to 
read the initial petition and Bylaws which 
were typed on a typewriter with correc-
tions being hand-written or using xxxx 
to delete words.   It sure does give me 
the appreciation for the backspace but-
ton on the computer and we won’t even 
mention spellcheck.  The Bylaws are dras-
tically diff erent today – much simpler in 
1959 as I assume were many things.  For 

comparison purposes, an average 
gallon of gas in 1959 was $0.25 
and the federal minimum wage 
of $1.00/hr as compared to $3.54/
gallon and $8.00/hr in 2014.  NER 
started with 68 charter members 
and there are a handful that are 
still active today.  I received a 

lot stickers with the PCA logo with the 
charter date and some banners to hang 
at events so look for these at events 
throughout the year.  We will plan on 
celebrating our 55th birthday as a part of 
the Holiday Gala being held on January 
10, 2015 at the Wellesley Country Club so 
put on the calendar.  
   I hope to see everyone soon, whether it 
be the track, Fort Devens, Cooperstown 
or a tech session and then the Gala to 
celebrate 55 years.

Up To Speed
Happy Anniversary

I look at our schedule and it is a 
busy summer for NER.  Between NER 
and NCR, we off er 23 track days at 5 
diff erent tracks.

Kristin Larson
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Let’s Hear It for Self-Drive Cars 
   Oh yes, they’re coming. As surely as 
you know to not engage the parking 

brake when you come off  the track. As 
surely as you know your summer perfor-
mance tires at the rear will last 13,000 mi, 
and no more, if you’re lucky. 
   Self-drive cars are circling, and they’ll 
enter your garage in a matter of… what? 
Probably fewer years than you might think. 
   Although there do seem to be a few 
small issues. An op-ed piece ran in the Wall 
Street Journal a short while ago. It carried 
the headline “Punch the Accelerator on 
Self-Driving Cars” and added a subhead 
that read “The technology exists to save 
millions of lives. So why are regulators hit-
ting the brakes?” 
   Reading on, one fi nds out that the 
National Highway Traffi  c and Safety Ad-

ministration (NHTSA,) the Department of 
Transportation’s regulatory arm, calls it “a 
scary concept for the public.” 
   The piece generated a slew of letters. 
One said “If self-driving cars can provide all 
the advantages claimed as being unique to 
public transit, wouldn’t that pose a threat 
to the progressives’ vision of a car-free 
future?” 
   According to the author, it seems the 
Administration prefers walking, bicycles, 
streetcars and light rail.    Then there’s 
that ugly liability issue. If something goes 
wrong, or an accident happens, who does 
one sue? The user?  The manufacturer? 
   The op/ed authors are crusaders. They 
excoriate NHTSA with bulleted arguments 
like “Millions of lives saved” and “Enriched 
lives for the disabled and the elderly” and 
“Less wasted time” and “Revitalized cities.” 
   Great stuff , a lot of love, peace and happi-

ness here,  but they’re missing the point; 
our point. 
   You see, we too have a point; a big 
one, which is not to be taken lightly. We 
should also weigh in on this urgent pub-
lic debate. Express our opinion. Join the 
ranks and say, hell yes, bring ’em on. 
   Why? Heres’ why. 
  Less crowding! Think about it. Visual-
ize every car tootling along in lockstep. 
Front to back, front to back; motoring 
eff ortlessly and effi  ciently. It’s a beautiful 
thing to behold. 
   Especially so because you’ll still have 
your Porsche! What are they going to do, 
confi scate your you-drive vehicle? It’ll 
never happen. 
   And that means you’ll have room to 
move! Space on the highway, with no 
left-lane bandits. No cell-phone-induced 

Guest Columnist
I Get Around

Dick Badler

Here’s a tip to fi le away. When 
the self-drive time comes, be 
sure to take the alternate way. 
All the way. All the time. 

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287

lane meanderings. No texting-induced 
coma when the light turns green. Just 
nice, predictable forward progress… that 
you’ll be able to maneuver through to 
your heart’s content. 
  Less crowding! Here’s a tip to fi le away. 
When the self-drive time comes, be sure 
to take the alternate way. All the way. All 
the time. 
   Think about it; the computer will com-
pute the shortest way to your destination, 
the most direct and the most fuel-effi  -
cient. 
   Fine! Let it! Because you can go the back 
way! Go the long way! Go the wrong way! 
Hooray! Because you’ll have the road to 
yourself! 
  Less crowding! Because these robo-
vehicles will probably drop off  their 

continued on page 47



Four Speeds & Drum Brakes

continued on page 46

While there were some items to at-
tend to on the 356’s in the garage 
I have to admit that the Volvo 544 

drew me in like a moth to a fl ame. Once 
it was in the garage and clean I set about 
making a list of things that would need 
attention.
   The tires were new and so are the steel 
rims but they are a strange gray color 
when they should be white, the color of 
the car. The full size hubcaps had spinners 
on them that looked like they came off  an 
Oldsmobile. I popped off  the hubcaps to 
fi nd a paper sticker on the rim that said 
“for trailer use only”. I have no idea what 
that means. If a rim will hold air in a tire 
and support a trailer I have to believe that 

it will do the same for a car, right? Besides, 
the tires had been mounted and balanced 
and looked just fi ne.
   As I was trying to tape off  the tire to 
prevent white overspray I remembered 
how we did that years ago. With a good 
size piece of single thickness cardboard 
wedged between the tire and the rim it is 
possible to rattle can the rim a section at a 
time as you slide the cardboard around the 
circle. Worked great. I remember doing it 
that way every few months to keep the car 
looking good back in the day. That 
was the full extent of my mechani-
cal ability when I was in college.
   A set of inexpensive trim rings 
arrived from that big parts ware-
house in the sky, the internet. Only 
then I discovered why they were 
so cheap, they were plastic, not 
metal. Once on the rim they looked 
just fi ne but I learned a lesson. The 
small center hubcaps are going to 
be a little tougher as I chase those 

‘dog dish style’ covers on Ebay. Most 
seem to have been straightened more 
than once.
   When the 544 arrived the horn was 
silent and the warning lights for oil 
pressure and generator didn’t work. 
The car only has four fuses for the entire 
electrical system and one of those was 
missing. A replacement fuse brought 
the horn back to life and put some life 
into some of the dash lights. I found 
the oil pressure switch on the side of 
the engine block with no wire in sight. 
I was surprised to see that the actual 
switch was the same type that we use 
on early Porsches. I guess these small 
manufactures all reached into the same 
parts bin when they built their cars.  A 
circuit diagram, in color, that I got from 
the internet showed a green wire going 
to the switch. All I had to do was fi nd a 
green wire under the dash, add some 
more green wire to allow it to reach 
and I had an oil pressure  warning light. 
The generator warning light had a bad 
bulb in the socket and that was an easy 
fi x. While under the dash I did discover 
that the blue high beam indicator light 
was plugged into one of the instrument 
lights so the temperature gauge could 
only be seen at night with the high 
beams on. Easier fi x, this was getting to 
be fun.
   The battery in the engine compart-
ment was adrift without any hold down 
bracket but the bolts were in place so all 

I was surprised to see that the 

actual (oil pressure) switch was 

the same type that we use on 

early Porsches. 

The Best Part of Old Cars? 
Working on Them 

I needed was a piece of thin angle 
iron with a couple of holes in it. That was 

easy to source out of the scrap pile and put in 
place in just a few minutes. Another victory.
   I found a few sites online that specialize in 
these old Volvos just like our 356 vendors. 
They are easy to reach and quick to answer 
questions and help with problems. An 
upstate New York shop had a few bits that 
I needed and even sent a front shade that 
was beyond saving just so I could see how it 
worked and fashion one like it.
   To assist with warming up the car in really 
cold weather, like we’ve had this winter in 
New England, these cars were built with a 
roller shade device that sat in front of the 
radiator with a long chain attached. The chain 
went through the fi rewall into the back of 
the dash under the radio. When it was really 
cold the driver would pull the chain that 
would pull up the shade that would block air 
fl ow through the radiator. Once warmer up it 
was up to the driver to remember to release 
the chain allowing the shade to drop to the 
bottom of the radiator out of the way. There 
was a conventional thermostat that regulated 
the fl ow of coolant like any car but the roller 
shade really speeded up the process on a cold 
morning. I do recall, on more than one occa-
sion, looking down at the temperature gauge 
to see it heading into the red area because I 
had forgotten to release the chain.
   I took what was left of the roller shade into 
my local hardware store to see what I could 

do to fashion a similar device. The owner 
(also a car guy) and I  went down to the 
Housewares Dept and in no time at all 
had cut down a 20” shade to the length 
I needed.$5 later I was out the door and 
back to the garage. The plastic material 
was removed because the 51 year old 
canvas was actually still in good shape 
and besides the color wasn’t quite right, 
not that you would ever see it. It was nec-
essary to remove the radiator to mount 

Tom Tate
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held at Stratham Porsche.
   June and July will see our very success-
ful cruise nights at Stow airport again
   August 10th is the annual Myopia polo 
matches in Hamilton Mass.; this year 
entry is free thanks to the sponsorship of 
the event by Porsche of Danvers.
   Finally the Novice summer outing at 
the Fleming/Collins home in Lexington, 
will be held on August 17th, more info to 
be published
   Stan reported that the annual ground 
school was a rousing success with a full 
house and owner Joe Marko was able 
to attend and give a great safety equip-
ment talk. Stan reviewed the entry so 
far for the upcoming Novice weekend in 
May and also the signup for the remain-
ing events this year. 
   He also noted that he has retrieved 
most of the old tech stamps 
from the inspectors and issued 
new ones to them. Also he has 
identifi ed and given stamps 
to 3 shops in RI and will fi nish 
distributing the stamps next 
month. 
   Bill swapped into his AutoX 
had to report that it looks like 
he will have another full house 
at the Autocross school on April 
6th at Devens and he has com-
mitments from enough instruc-
tors.
   Steve mentioned that the con-

cours com-
mittee has 
secured use 
of the Elms 
mansion in 
Newport and 
that the event 
will be held on 
Sept. 6th (pro-
motion will 
appear in the 
June news-
letter and 

Forty Years

Michael C. Fitts

Thirty-fi ve Years

Russell  Merriam

Thirty Years

Judy Ann Clarke
Steven  Gilbert
Richard H. Howe

Twenty-fi ve Years 

Mark  Buliszak
Barbara A. Carano
Mark  Keefe

Fifteen Years 

Holly  Hilton
Robert  Licho
John E. Luetjen
Sharon  Malt
Lazarus  Michaelidis
Chris  Simpson

Happy PCA Anniversary!

Ten Years

Anthony  Florindi
Norman C. Gile
Kathleen A. Hardy
Laurie  James
Geoff rey T. McCabe
Thomas F. McCabe
Stephen J. Robinson
Susan E. Robinson
Susan W. Stevenson
Gene  Whitman

Five Years

Dawn C. Bahl
John T. Bahl
Jim  Clemmer
Michael N. Consoli
Theodore P. Crane
Katherine  Elshire
Gabrielle  Stedole
Kim  Wiemeyer
Sally  Wilding

March Board of Directors meeting
   The meeting was called to order 
by Chris (fi lling in for an absent 

Kristin) at 7;32pm at the Larson/Berman 
home, present in addition to Chris, were 
Bill, Nick, Steve (acting secretary),Adrianne, 
Mike, and Rosemary.
   Dave gave out NER 55th anniversary 
window decals to all in attendance, they 
will be distributed throughout the year at 
various events to members.
   Mike gave the treasurers report, short 
discussion then a motion to accept by Bill, 
a second by Adrianne then passed with no 
dissenting votes.
   Noreaster report by Adrianne had her 
note that she hopes to interview new 
Porsche team driver Marc Weber later this 
year. Mike Kerouac has been brought on 
as a contributing editor and she asked for 
any pictures that were taken at the Ground 
school and “hack mechanic” events to be 
sent to her.
   Bill, wearing his Admin VP, Hat reviewed 
the “hack mechanic” talk with great praise, 
attendance was 30 people.
   The next tech session at Autobahn in 
Danvers on March 22nd has 62 people 
signed up. The newcomer’s meeting on 
April 27th, although in confl ict with the 
Ramble has coverage for all the activities 
that will be promoted.
   A June Brewery tour in NH is still in the 
planning stages and an event with NCR for 
a viewing of the 24hours of LeMans will be 

Minutes of the Board
March Meeting
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webpage. A concerted 
eff ort will be taken to cover 

the cost of rental with sponsorship 
by dealers and other related businesses 
with the hope that club can realize a profi t.
   Steve also mentioned that he will be 
submitting a story to Panorama with great 
pictures by Richard Viard about the history 
of the regions’ Silver 356 model that was 
given to us in 1961 by the Porsche family.
   Next meeting will be April 9th at the 
home of Mike Orsini.
   With no further business, Adrianne made 
a motion for adjournment, Bill seconded 
and it was passed at  8;58 (one of the short-
est board meetings in recent history. 

Steve Ross

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y



more on this trip in next month’s column) 
it was a real disappointment. If there’s a 
positive though you can hear other sounds 
- there is a defi nite shrieking when the 
drivers lock the front wheels under heavy 
braking.
   Change had to come - the engine devel-
opment freeze meant that the FIA World 
Endurance Championship (of which the Le 
Mans 24 hours is the premier event) had 
become the series where engine innova-
tion had taken center stage. The last two Le 
Mans have been won by the Audi Hybrid 
with the Toyota Hybrid snapping at their 
heels and Porsche joining the battle this 
year. F1 couldn’t let the sports-car series 

take all the limelight.
   The engines have always been part-hybrid 
with the KERS (Kinetic Energy Recovery Sys-
tem) system capturing braking energy. This 
has been enhanced in the new engines with 
two energy recovery systems - the normal 
KERS and a new system that captures the 
otherwise wasted heat generated by the 
turbo. The energy is released on demand, 
to aid overtaking, but also automatically 
under the control of a next-generation ECU 
(see the November 2013 Nor’Easter for an 
explanation of the F1 ECU). Theses electric 

For those of you who have followed 
this column Dani and I are big Formula 
1 fans and so as the start of the 2014 

season is almost upon us I thought I’d give 
an overview of the technical changes we’ll 
see in the 2014 season.
   2014 probably sees the biggest changes 
in the regulations for decades as the FIA 
(the governing body of motor-sports) tries 
to fi rstly position F1 as the test bed for new 
technology that will one day be standard 
in the cars we drive and secondly make F1 

more economic. The economics and spe-
cifi cally containing costs is a major concern 
for F1 as we saw Lotus in serious fi nancial 
trouble last year (it’s still unclear if Lotus 
paid Kimi Räikkönen and the team prin-
ciple moved to McLaren, a team with more 
stable fi nances), Marussia almost dropping 
out in 2013 and HRT dropping out of the 
sport in 2012. Lotus may still be in trouble 
in 2014 as their development was delayed 
and they managed less testing than other 
teams in the run up to this year’s season.
   So, what’s diff erent in 2014?
   Aerodynamics
   We’ve seen the shape of the cars change 
substantially over the years but this year 
the most notable change is the lowing of 
the nose. In an eff ort to protect the driver 
in the event of his car being t-boned and 
to stop it being launched into the air when 
it hits the rear wheels of the one in front, 
the nose has been lowered substantially 
to just 135mm. Many commentators have 
described them as looking like an anteater 
- but when you compare them to last year’s 
shape I think both shapes have been gov-
erned by aerodynamics not aesthetics. The 
front wing is also substantially narrower 
and cannot now channel air around the 

continued on page 45

front wheels. At the rear changes have 
been made to the rear wing with the DRS 
slot increasing in size (more overtaking 
- time will tell) and the trick of channel-
ing air under the car and over the rear 
wing abolished. One of the reasons Red 
Bull was so dominant last year was the 
way they mastered the channeling of the 
engine exhaust gases added additional 
down force (the coanda-eff ect). In 2014 
there must be a single exhaust existing 
above the gearbox and no bodywork is 
allowed near the tailpipe.
   Engine
   In 2014 
the 2.4-liter 
naturally- 
aspirated 
V8 that 
has been 
used since 
2006, are 
replaced 
with a tur-
bocharged 
1.6-liter 
V6. There 
has been 
a freeze 
on engine 
develop-
ment for 
many years and with the new rules we’ll 
see engine power becoming a diff eren-
tiator and in 2015 Honda joining Renault, 
Ferrari and Mercedes as engine suppliers.
   For Dani and I this is a huge change, 
not because of the engineering behind 
the engines (impressive as it is) but 
because of the noise. The V8’s were loud, 
at the hairpin in Abu Dhabi and the S’s in 
Austin loud enough that you could feel 
it. With the V6’s you don’t even need ear-
plugs! The fi rst time we heard the sound 
(OK the secrets out - I’m editing this on 
the plane coming back from Melbourne, 

The Checkered Flag
Times Change

Marcus Collins and 

Dani Fleming
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FIA World Endurance 
Championship... had become 
the series where engine inno-
vation had taken center stage. 

2014 McLaren (Jenson Button) 



While I have your attention (i.e. 
before I bore you with some dull 
car stuff ) let me point out that 

there are some great activities coming up.  
If you are new to the club you shouldn’t 
miss the Newcomers meeting on April 
27th.  Charlie and Martha Dow’s Spring 
Tour on May 18th will be lots of fun (good 
weather guaranteed!).  Our members are 
encouraged to hop up to the NCR event at 
Porsche of Stratham to watch the start of 
the Lemans race on June 14th.  And we will 
be back in New Hampshire for a tour of the 
Smuttynose Brewery (speaking of hops, 
I love their IPA) on June 22nd.  Check out 

the website for details.
   Meanwhile, in the months long scramble 
of working on the Lemons (about as far 
away from Lemans as you can get) Miata, 
the other members of the Driscoll Sey-
mour fl eet have been somewhat over-
looked.  Fortunately March 1st served as a 
wake-up call and I realized I needed to get 
cracking on the other guys.  Like many of 
you, one of my favorite topics is tires.  Love 
them suckers!  If someone was tracking my 
internet usage looking for bad behavior, 
the worst thing they’d fi nd is hour after 
hour of wasted time on tirerack.com.  And 
it looks like 2014 might be a record year 
for tire buying.  Let’s start with Mr. Cay-

man.  My regular street tires are toast (I 
used my snow tires to pass inspection).  
Since street tire, in my case, also means 
autocross tire this is a critical choice.  The 
old ones are Dunlop Direzza’s in almost 
stock sizes (they don’t make 265/40-18’s 
so I have to use 275/35-18’s in the rear).  
I was happy enough with these and the 
new Direzza II’s are supposed to be even 
better.  But I could go from 235/40-18 
in the front to 255/40-18 in search of 
less understeer.  Ed Moschella says that 
he and Andrew Kessel (who could kick 
my ass no matter what tires he used) 
tried these and didn’t like them.  Further 
research is indicated here.
   I also need track tires for the Cayman.  I 
have been using Nitto NT-01’s and they 

were fi ne.  I get about 
12 days out of them, 
fl ipping them after 6 
days.  Eager to keep 
up with my ever 
speedier run group 
cohort, I tried some 
Hoosiers last year.  I 
got a used set on a 
good deal but my 
lack of negative cam-
ber in the front made 
them not only no 
faster but the right 
front (which takes 
the abuse at NHMS) 

corded after 63 minutes (yes, minutes) of 
track time.  I have ordered another used 
one to replace that and I hope I will get 
a day out that and what’s left of the oth-
ers.  I also ordered some used Nitto rears 
for short money (they don’t wear out as 
fast as the fronts) and will buy new Nitto 
fronts to go with those.  So I think the 
track tire situation is settled.  Is this bor-
ing enough yet?
   And what about the other cars?  Well 
the Caterham has almost unused (maybe 
1,500 miles on a car that weighs 1,300 
pounds) Kumho Victoracers on it (which 
are the only tires I have – yes, you can 
get an inspection sticker with these as 

  I put a Turbo in my Cayman...

The Long and Winding Road

Cool Running

they are DOT tires). That’s the good news 
– the bad news is that they are 6 years old 
and hard as a rock.  I can spin the rears 
just stepping on the gas in second.  This is 
not the correct formula for the one or two 
autocrosses that constitute its primary use.  
It’s hard to justify spending a lot of money 
on this for such limited use but I think a 
set of Direzzas will be fi ne (certainly no 
worse than the current), cheaper than new 
Kumho’s (there’s not much choice for 14” 
wheels), better on the street and will last 
longer.  And if I were to get serious with au-
tocrossing the Caterham I could put some 
some nice race tires on the set of 13X7 rims 
that were willed to me by my friend Lou.
   That leaves the 356 and the Odyssey.  The 
former is sitting in the barn with 99,999 
miles on it and has 11 year old tires on it.  
This is not recommended.  The Odyssey 
will need new tires before next winter and 
Rosemario is insisting that it be shod with 
snows for the winter (if it was snowing this 
winter she would take the Cayman – there’s 
a switch, eh?).
   So that’s possibly seven sets of tires that I 
could buy this year.  My, my, my.
   Returning to the 356, I found a folder with 
the receipts for its maintenance that my 
Dad kept.  These are a hoot.  Let me start by 
noting that the mileage in 1983 was 91,662 
(so it’s gone 8,000 miles in 31 years).  Even 
adjusting for infl ation, some of the repair 
costs seem like quite a bargain.  This may 
be due to the fact that many were done at a 
VW dealer (was there a choice?).  Here are a 
few examples from the 60’s…
•   Check valves, check transmission for oil 
leak, clean out heating system, change 
transmission fl uid, free up heater valve and 
adjust, check and set toe-in.  That wound 
up costing $11.25 including $0.50 in miscel-
laneous merchandise, $2.25 in gas/oil and 
$8.50 labor.
•   How about new plugs, check and set tim-
ing?  That would be $8 ($1 per plug in parts 
and $4 labor).  Since a 991 has 6 cylinders I 
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Bill Seymour

continued on page 45



continued on page 47

Spring is just around the corner.  I’ve 
completed my 3 road trips.  Winter’s 
cold embrace is offi  cially loosened 

and I’m just waiting for the sand to wash 
off  the roads so the cars can come out of 
hibernation and stretch their legs.   My 
991 Turbo is “Ramble Ready” (Visiting 
Cooperstown with the Red Sox as reigning 
World Champions will be very cool), the 59 
Speedster is getting closer to being ready 
for primetime and I picked up an all black 
1996 993 Turbo that I’m very excited about.  
After all, the 993’s are the best Turbo’s evah 
(if you got that statement you read my ar-
ticle in the Nov 2013 issue).  Life in general, 

remains good.  
   It was also a successful winter from a track 
day perspective.  I ran Sebring in Janu-
ary, PBIR at the end of Feb. and VIR at the 
beginning of April.  In between I managed 
a few days at Atlanta Motorsports Park.   It’s 
very nice to be able to extend track days 
to 12 months a year.  Combining a few mid 
winter track days with regular sessions on 
my CXC Simulator keeps me sharp.  I’m 
defi nitely looking forward to my second 
season of club racing at Monticello.    I’m 
hoping I can step it up a bit this year.  
There will no longer be a “rookie X” on my 
rear bumper.  Expectations are offi  cially 
elevated.  
   Lately I’ve been thinking about people 
and their reactions to cars.  Watching or 
driving, how do people react?   How do you 
gauge how much or how little someone 
likes a certain car? Obviously people have 
strong reactions to colors.  Black cars seem 
to be popular and I recently read that it 
is the most desirable color for sports cars 
among the female demographic.   On the 
fl ip side, red sports cars still seem to hit the 
hot button with the male demographic 

and white is becoming the new red in 
some sports car circles.  Some people 
have a strong affi  nity to American muscle 
cars, others to Euro-exotics like Ferrari or 
Lamborghini.  The iconic 911 has a large 
mass appeal with its timeless design.  
Our own Nor’Easter editor has recently 
professed her newly found passion for 
McLarens.  The reactions are many and 
I’ve seen all types over the years.   Here 
are a few examples
   My wife’s 65 Corvette Roadster.  It’s 
Nassau Blue, with side pipes and knock 
off  wheels.  You don’t just hear it com-
ing down the street, you feel it coming 
down the street.  We were driving back 
into our old neighborhood one day and 
we passed a group of sub 10 year olds.  
In unison, then turned and watched the 
car approach them.  As we passed by 
they all, in unison once again, gave us 
one of those “we are not worthy” bows.   
Brought a big laugh to my wife and I.  
Obviously these kids had a very eff ective 
way of expressing their feeling for the car.   
   Here’s another example, my Ferrari 
458 Challenge Car.  It was all black, pure 
evil.   During our annual summer bar-
beque and car show a family friend who 
happens to be a relatively conservative 
women, walks up to me and says the fol-
lowing, “I probably shouldn’t say this, but 
that car is pure sex.” and then she walked 
away.   Another obvious two thumbs 
up for a car and another moment that 
brought a big laugh from me.  
   A third obvious moment is the stalk and 
stop.  I can’t tell you how many times I’ve 
had drivers stalk me down the highway 
and pull into a gas station behind me. It’s 
a little un-nerving at fi rst and you have 
to be careful every time it happens.  But 
it usually leads to the inevitable car con-
versation, smart phone pictures and the 
occasional sit in the driver’s seat session.  
It’s pretty easy to determine how much 
these people love the car. 
   Now, how about exploring some less 
obvious reactions?  Some people prefer 
to be more subtle in their expression.  

Oil and Water
Reaction

Think about it for a minute.  What subtle 
ways have you seen people express their 
love of a certain car?   Is their iPhone photo 
library full of their favorite car pics?   Do 
they subscribe to every car magazine on 
the planet and dog ear the corners of 
pages that contain their favorite cars?   Do 
they leave pictures of their favorite cars on 
their spouse’s pillow hoping they will get 
the hint?   How about leaving their com-
puter open to an eBay page for a classic 
Porsche?  Then the not so subtle act of 
sending a text picture of the latest Porsche 
with the simple words, “I love this car.”  
   Or is it a simple sound?   Is it a simple 
gesture?  
   I’ve seen or tried all of the above.  The pil-
low picture or open eBay page just doesn’t 
seem to work for me.  My wife makes me 
work harder than that.  It usually involves 
a nice vacation and some repeated beg-
ging.   The texted picture usually just elicits 
a “nice” or a “pretty” as a reply.   I’ve even 
tried the old “once in a lifetime opportu-
nity” pitch.  It worked the fi rst couple of 
times, now not so much.  
   This leads us to the gestures and sounds.   
What subtle gestures have you seen or 
tried?  Do any of your actions or observa-
tions match the following?    There is the 
“Ooh”, the “Oh My God”, the “hand on the 
heart”, the “weak in the knees swoon” the 
gentle caress (of the car, not your spouse) 
and the uncontrolled, “goose bumps on the 
arms.”   Any of these seem familiar? 
   Let’s the take the “Ooh” as the fi rst 
example, it is genuinely subtle.   You walk 
into a dealership, a friend’s garage, or 
stumble upon the car in a parking lot.   The 
process is always the same.  First a quick 
look, then recognition, then a longer look 
as you stop in your tracks.  We all know 
what comes next; a slow involuntary catch 
of your breath and only one word comes 
out, “Ooh.”  Sometimes its more of a small 
woosh or exhale.  Most likely the sound 
is involuntary and totally spontaneous.  

 As we passed by they all, in 
unison once again, gave us 
one of those “we are not wor-
thy” bows.   
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I’ve devoted this month’s column to 
providing various bits of information of 
interest to our DE participants.  I hope 

you fi nd the tidbits useful.
   Timely Registration:  Registration for NER 
DE events opened March 1st and we’re 
already seeing lots of drivers registering 
for our events.  So, don’t miss out on the 
events you’re interested in – register and 
pay as early as possible.  This is particularly 
important for drivers in our Green and 
Yellow (i.e., instructed) run groups.  Since 
event entry for instructed drivers is con-
tingent on having enough instructors, the 
earlier our Green and Yellow drivers register 
and pay (registering without paying does 
NOT secure your place on the priority list) 
the higher on the list they will be and the 
more likely they are to be confi rmed for the 
event.  As an aside, if you are an instructor, 
particularly an instructor available for our 

NHMS events in May and August, PLEASE 
register as early as possible.  This will allow 
us to confi rm Green and Yellow drivers into 
the event from the wait list, and signifi cant-
ly reduce their angst about getting into the 
event (Thanks!).
   Pre-event Tech Inspections:  We are in the 
process of distributing new tech inspec-
tion stamps to the NER-authorized tech 
inspection stations.  By the time you read 
this most, if not all, of the inspection sta-
tions listed on our website will have their 
new stamps.  The new stamps look a little 
diff erent and have, in blue ink, “2014-“ fol-
lowed by a three-digit serial number.  Tech 
forms with NER’s old stamp will no longer 
be accepted at our events.  We will, how-
ever, continue to accept tech forms with 
other, out-of-region authorized inspectors’ 
stamps.  A sample of the new stamp is 

shown below.
      In addition to distributing new 
stamps we are trying to increase the 
number of authorized tech inspection 
stations to make it easier for our partici-
pants to get their cars inspected.  Case in 
point, we now have three authorized in-
spection stations in Rhode Island.  If your 
favorite Porsche dealer or shop is not on 
our list please suggest to them that they 
contact me at trackchair@porschenet.
com or call me at 774-275-1621 to see 
about joining our list.
   Cabriolet/Convertible Cars:  We have 
had a couple cases since I became 
Track Chair where cabs without rollover 
protection have slipped past pre-tech 
and showed up at an event.  While it is 
understandable that the driver will be 
upset, for safety reasons these cars can-
not be allowed to run in the event.  For 
clarifi cation (from PCA national website):  
Any make of car delivered with factory 
installed roll over protection meets the 
minimum standards for PCA DE events.  
In these cars we recommend the soft-
top be in the up position or the hard 
top installed. If the top is in the down 
position, an SFI and/or FIA approved arm 
restraint system* must be used.  If a car 
does not have factory installed roll over 
protection, a roll bar or roll cage must 
be installed, which meets the “broom-
stick” rule (the driver’s helmeted head is 
below a bar placed on top of the roll bar 
and windshield).  All targa tops must be 
installed unless there is additional roll 
over protection.  All 
sunroofs must be in 
the closed position.  
The windshield alone 
is not considered to 
be factory roll over 
protection.
   *Velocity Manage-
ment, Inc. is a source 
for the SFI approved 
arm restraint system 
for use with the OEM 

Don’t Lift
DE - Don’t forget! 

three point belts. Contact info is GoFastBe-
Safe.com and the part number is OEM3p-
tArm.
   DE Info:  For a wealth of information on 
the upcoming DE season see the Driver’s 
Education pages on our website.  One 
thing that bears repeating, because the 
message doesn’t seem to get to everybody 
– the March 10-11th Novice Day and DE 
Days event is for BOTH Novices AND solo 
drivers in the Blue, White and Black run 
groups.  Solo drivers will enjoy an early 
season, full 2-day DE event (yes, you can 
sign up for just one day).
   Again, I can’t stress enough how impor-
tant it is for our DE’ers to read the informa-
tion on the web site.  In addition to the 
track information the website includes 
hotel deals, fuel and tire availability, and 
anything else I think might be of interest 
to us as Track Rats.  Most of the answers 
to your questions can be found there 
and, if you can’t fi nd the answer on the 
site, please feel free to email (trackchair@
porschenet.com) or call me (774-275-1621).  
I am also interested in any suggestions you 
might have for improving the DE section of 
the site. 
   Ground School 2014 was held, this year 
without weather delay, on February 23rd.  
A report on the event is elsewhere in this 
issue.
   Hope to see many of you over the next 
few months at our DE events.
   Don’t Lift! Stan

Again, I can’t stress enough 
how important it is for our 
DE’ers to read the information 
on the web site. 

Stan Corbett
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2014 Calendar
At-A-Glance
April

6 - NER AX School
6 - SoBo Cars and Coff ee
9 - Board Meeting 
12-13 - NCR DE @ NHMS; NCR 

event
25-27 Ramble
27  - NCR AX Event#1
27 - NER Newcomers 
May

10-11 - NER DE @ NHMS
14  - Board Meeting
18 - Spring Tour
25  - NER AX Event #1
31  - NCR AX Event#2
June

6-7-8 - Zone 1 48-Hours at 
The Glen

11 - Board Meeting
23-24 - NCR DE @ LRP
28  - NCR AX Event#3
29  - NER AX Event #2
July

7-8-9 - NER DE @ LCMT
16 - Board Meeting
26  - NCR AX Event#4
August

2-3 NCR DE @ TSMP
3  - NER AX Event #3 and BBQ
10 - Porsches and Polo
12-13 - NER DE @ NHMS 
14 - Board Meeting
17 - PCA Summer Party 
23-24  - Zone 1 AX Event
22-23-24 - NER DE @ WGI
September

7  - NCR AX Event#5
9-10 - NCR @ NHMS
10 - Board Meeting
20  - NER AX Event #4
26-27-28 - NER @ TSMP
October

4  - NER AX Event #5
15 - Board Meeting
9-10 - NER DE @ NHMS 
November

12 - Board Meeting
December

10 - Board Meeting
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SoBo Season Opener

Sunday April 6th! 10:00AM

59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com

Shake off  the cobwebs, check all fl uids and please join us for South Of Boston’s  (SoBo) sea-
son’s fi rst 2014 coff ee.  Although we still could have lingering snow, the event is scheduled 
for Sunday, 6 April, 10 AM at the Moose Café’, 1160 Staff ord Rd, Tiverton, RI 02878. 



N O R E A S T E R PG. 17



PG. 18 N O R E A S T E R

Driver Education, the Ramble, Autocross, Concours, Tours, Tech Sessions, Social Events, Spontaneous Dinners, the Nor’Easter.  
Wow!  As a member of the Northeast Region PCA you can pick from a lot of diff erent activities:  lots of opportunities to 
meet your friends, learn about your car and - best of all - drive your car!  

   If you are new to NER PCA then you owe it to yourself to come to the Newcomers Meeting and learn what we have to off er.  
There will be displays, videos, presentations and a chance to ask questions of those who run each of our various activities.
   And if you aren’t a newcomer - are you really sure that you are getting all you can out of the club?  Or would you just like a 
chance to see your friends, hang out and start thinking about the 2014 driving season?
   Or maybe you’d like to come for coff ee and sandwiches and see if you can win one of the great raffl  e items?
   Or maybe you’d like to drool over some new Porsches or buy some Porsche boutique goodies?  
   No matter which of these categories you are in, you’ll want to come to the Newcomers Meeting held on Sunday April 27st start-
ing with a light lunch at 12:00 pm, followed by presentations starting at 1:00 pm. There will be plenty to see and learn, and refresh-
ments will be provided by our hosts at Porsche of Danvers.
   Please RSVP at http://volunteersignup.org/XKT3L.  Questions?  Email Bill Seymour at admin@porschenet.com
   And check all that’s going on at Porsche of Danvers at www.facebook.com/iraporsche!!
Directions: Porsche of Danvers is located on Route 114 in Danvers:  97C Andover Street
Danvers, MA 01923

See you there!

NER’s Annual Newcomers Meeting

Sunday April 27th! 10:00AM

Hosted by Porsche of Danvers



What is autocross?

    Like all club activities, Autocrossing is primarily a means to bring people with an interest in Porches together.
   Having said that, autocrossing has two primary benefi ts that distinguishes it from many other PCA activities…  

   First, it allows you to learn the limits of your car control abilities in a safe environment. The venue we are lucky enough to utilize 
allows participants to exceed the physical limits of their car’s mechanical grip without posing much risk of damage to cars or partici-
pants. In contrast to Autocross, Driver Education with its higher speeds and normal track obstacles (e.g. boundary wire, sand traps, 
railings), forces participants to be much more conservative in order to avoid exceeding their limits. Autocross devotees claim that you 
cannot truly learn the limits of your car’s abilities until you have exceeded them once or twice.
   Secondly, with the exception of PCA Club Racing (which requires well-developed skills and a not inconsiderable budget), Autocross-
ing is the only competitive driving activity supported by the Northeast region of the club.  (Note: contrary to some of the conversations 
you may overhear, Driver’s Education is NOT a competitive club activity). For those of you who appreciate a little
competitiveness in their recreational activities, Autocrossing should scratch this itch for you.
   Autocross is not the minor leagues where you practice until you can move on to DE (although it certainly is a great idea to learn car 
control skills in the safer environment of Autocross before doing DE).  Autocross is an ideal complement to DE and just one more way 
to enjoy your Porsche.  (Oh, all right, there are those who like to say “If DE were any harder, they’d call it autocross.”  But we’re all trying 
to tone down the dialogue.)
   What about the downsides?

   Autocrossing is one of the most budget friendly activities you can participate in through the club. In order to keep costs down, how-
ever, we do not employ professional fl aggers on our courses. That means that every participant has to work the course during a day of 
competition. While working a course allows folks to participate in a diff erent form of learning about car control (i.e.
observation), it does mean some time spent standing outside in the weather.  (And actually it can be a nice break to stop multi-tasking 
and just watch some cars racing.  The Porsche person’s version of “gone fi shin’”).
   Who should attend the Autocross school?

   NER traditionally runs an Autocross School as the fi rst event of our 6 event season.  The School will be held on Sunday April 6th.  It’s an 
all day school:  arrive at no later than 7:30 and you’ll be busy until 4 or 5.  The autocross school is designed for autocross novices look-
ing to learn/improve their car control skills and to learn what the sport of autocrossing entails in a non-competitive environment.  Our 
instructors understand the anxiety that novices feel and therefore promote a low stress learning environment.  Teenage drivers who are 
fully licensed (not just a permit) are also most welcome, though if they are under the age of 18, they must provide a signed waiver and 
have at least one parent present. Please contact the Autocross chair for further information about teenage drivers.  This event is not a 
“test and tune” and experienced autocrossers will be denied admission to save room for novices.
   Registration

Online registration is required for this event. … www.pcaner.motorsportsreg.com.  Registration opens March 6th and closes Wednes-
day April 2nd at midnight.  We can only accept a limited number of participants and the event will sell out so register early to avoid 
disappointment. We have not yet committed to a registration site so watch our website for registration instructions. The cost will be 
$45.  Pre-registration is required, so please do not show up without having registered.  Non-driving guests/observers are welcome.
   Conway Autoworks

   Conway Autoworks is a full service routine maintenance and race car prep shop.  Check them out at http://conwayautoworks.com!!
   Directions to Fort Devens

   The event will be at Moore Airfi eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.
From 128: Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the rotary, 
take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer.  After the right turn stay on Route 2A by bearing left at 
the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.
   Registration questions:  Dave Berman    autocrossreg@porschenet.com
General questions:   Bill Seymour     autocrosschair@porschenet.com

NER Autocross School 

Sunday, April 6th! 7:30AM

Sponsored by



PG. 20 N O R E A S T E R

For more information see the detailed DE pages that follow, including web addresses. 

Event Dates Days  Track   Host Registration  Pricing*
        Open Date Inst Solo Student 
April 12-13  Sat/Sun  New Hampshire  NCR Feb 1   N/C $TBD $TBD 
May 10-11  Sat/Sun  New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $TBD $TBD 
June 23-24 Mon/Tues Limerock Park (LRP) NCR Feb 1   $TBD $TBD $TBD 
July 7-9  Mo/Tu/We Mt Tremblant (LCMT) NER Mar 1  $TBD $TBD $TBD 
Aug 2-3  Sat/Sun  Thompson (TSMP) NCR Feb 1  $TBD $TBD $TBD 
Aug 12-13  Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NER Mar 1  N/C $TBD $TBD 
Aug 22-24 Fri/Sat/Sun  Watkins Glen (WGI) NER  Mar 1  $TBD $TBD $TBD 
Sep 9-10  Tues/Wed New Hampshire  NCR Feb 1   N/C $TBD $TBD 
Sep 26-28 Fri/Sat/Sun Thompson (TSMP) NER Mar 1  $TBD $TBD $TBD 
Oct 9-10  Thur/Fri New Hampshire   NCR Feb 1   N/C $TBD $TBD 
   

*Pricing has not been determined yet. Pricing will be posted on our web site as soon as available. 
   NOTE: Instructors are no charge (N/C) for NHMS provided they register 21 days or more in advance. Instructor 
registration less than 21 days prior will be charged $75 per day to attend. Instructors who register less than 14 days in 
advance of events at other tracks will be charged an extra $25 per day
Contact Information:

Northeast Region (NER)   North Country Region (NCR)  Tracks
www.porschenet.com  www.ncr-pca.org    NHMS – www.nhms.com 
         TSMP – www.thompsonspeedway.com 
Registrar   Registrar    LCMT – www.lecircuit.com 
Mark Keefe - 508-529-6127 John Lussier - 802-728-4457  WGI – www.theglen.com 
        cell 802-272-6770  LRP – www.limerock.com 
   Track Chair   Track Chair   
Stan Corbett – 774-275-1621 Mark Watson - 603-488-5405
    Cell 603-854-0643
   Event Registration Site  Event Registration Site  
www.clubregistration.net  www.motorsportreg.com 

2014 Drivers Education Schedule
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190 Pond Road, Wellesley $5,595,000
Designed by renowned architect Guy Grassi, this magnificent 3-acre residence represents the elegance of a European Manor 
in its finest era. Approached by a winding drive, this phenomenal home is situated on coveted Pond Road, just one mile 
from Wellesley Center and across the street from acreage owned by Wellesley College. Upon entry the gracious 26 x 24 
reception foyer with soaring ceilings leads to a spectacularly appointed front-to-back living room rich in exquisite detail. The 
adjoining sunroom offers walls of windows overlooking the verdant wooded grounds. A handsome mahogany library is the 
perfect haven, complete with pocket doors for privacy. The family room boasts a wet bar with barstool seating and French 
doors opening to the large private patio and access to separate guest quarters. Amenities of the home include a slate roof, 
5 fireplaces, with 14 total rooms, 5 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths and a 4-car heated garage. Well proportioned formal 
living and private spaces.

Jill Boudreau
Realtor

International President’s Elite
Previews Property Specialist

Cell: (617) 460-3787

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this 

Email: Jill@JillBoudreau.com | Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com
71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

www.NewEnglandMoves.com

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. Expect More.™
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Spring Tour & Lunch!

Sunday May 18th

The start will be at the Friendly’s,  on route 20 in Sudbury MA.
We will meet at 10:30 am for sign-in and be off  shortly after 11:00.  Our 50 mile tour will take us 
through the metro west area of beautiful homes and gardens.  We have devised a new route which 
will take us through Southboro, Westboro, Hopkinton, Holliston and Dover.  We will end up in Natick 

at the Panera bread shop at the intersection of route 9 and route 27 at about  1:00 pm.    No need to register.

Porsche Returns to LeMans! 

Saturday, June 14th!

Porsche is returning to LeMans with the 919 after a long hiatus from prototype racing. Folks from North 
Country, Down East, and Northeast Region are getting together at Porsche of Stratham to watch the race and 
cheer the team on.

   There will be breakfast and a pizza lunch provided by Porsche of Stratham and we’re looking to add a tech ses-
sion as well. Bring your Porsche, too!  Event is 8:30 to noon.  The race starts at 9:00.  Come join and be a part of the 
historic return of Porsche to Le Mans!
   Please let NCR know if you are coming:  RSVP@ncr-pca.org with the subject ”Le Mans Gathering and Race”.
   Here are some websites to research prior to the event…
   Porsche of Stratham:  http://www.porscheofstratham.com/
   Porsche’s 919 program: http://www.porsche.com/microsite/mission2014-resettozero/international.aspx
   Le Mans offi  cial site: http://www.24h-lemans.com/en/
   
Porsche of Stratham is at 58 Portsmouth Ave. in Stratham NH.  
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The fi rst competition event of the 2014 NER Autocross Series is Sunday May 25th at Fort Devens.    Our sponsor for this event 
is Herb Chambers Porsche.  And, if we are lucky, we might even get Race Track Rick to bring out a 991 for some exercise (no, 
you won’t be driving it, he will).  

   Just a few changes from last year to help things run more smoothly including standardized tent/grid setups to reduce confusion 
and better training of fl ag station workers.  Otherwise we will continue to have great courses designed by Scruff y and great beer 
afterwards at the Billiards Café.  Oh, and we return to beer mugs (with handles!) for trophies.
   Registration opens on April 25th and you also have the option of signing up for the season (and saving $40).  Go to http://pcaner.
motorsportreg.com/
   Note that teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to partici-
pate via the PCA Junior Participation program.  This requires that a waiver be signed by both parents and one parent must attend 
the event.  Contact the Registrar for further details.
   We look forward to seeing you at this fi rst event.  Questions:  contact AX Chair Bill Seymour (autocrosschair@porschenet.com).  
For registration/payment issues, contact Autocross Registrar Dave Berman (autocrossreg@porschenet.com).  
   Directions to Fort Devens
From I495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West.  After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. 
At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay on Route 2A 
by bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.

NER AutoCross #1!

Sunday May 25th
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Porsche Parade 2014: Monterey, California!

   Monterey is the site of our 59th Porsche Parade, to be held this June 15 through 21, 2014. This is PCA’s annual extravaganza 
of competitive and social events. Only minutes away from the beautiful Pacifi c Ocean, we’ll be treated to drives on the famous 

Pacifi c Coastal Highway, to some of California’s legendary vineyards, and through the hills and valleys of northern California. Of course, 
Parade has a long history of friendly competition and that will continue this year with the always challenging Concours d’Elegance, 
TSD rally, autocross, and the tech-quiz.
   Registration

   Registration will open on April 1st (new date!), and there will be a link to register on pca.org and parade2014.pca.org. This Parade 
will be very popular, but we will accept ALL entries.  We can accommodate all entrants for each of the banquets and all competitive 
events, as well as most activities. Tours on some days will sell out, however. 
   Upon checking out of Parade registration, you will receive an email with the link to our host hotels and discount codes.  We have 
blocked rooms at fi ve area hotels, and we do expect hotel rooms to fi ll up quickly. 
   Check In

   Parade entrants should check in for Parade on Sunday, June 15 between 9 am and 5 pm. This is the only time when all the event 
chair-people will be all together in one place to check you in, answer all your questions, and make sure you have the banquet seats 
you want, pick up your meal tickets and are classifi ed properly for the competitive events you’ve entered. That is when you get your 
Parade goodie-bags and volunteer t-shirts. Late check-in is available throughout the week, but we recommend getting to Monterey 
on Sunday.
   Banquets

   We have fi ve banquets, our Welcome Party on Sunday the 15th, the Concours banquet on Tuesday, TSD banquet on Wednesday, AX 
on Friday, and our Victory banquet on Saturday.  You can sign up for all of them, or individually, through registration. 
   Competitive Events

   The Porsche Concours d’Elegance is the showcase of the week’s activities and gets started early on Monday, June 16th on the beauti-
ful fairways of the Monterey Hyatt. We have classes for every Porsche and stage of preparation—from “Full” preparation to “Street” 
class where only the interior and exterior, including wheels and tires, are judged. 
   The Mobil TSD Rally on Tuesday June 17th takes us in and around the beautiful vineyards, hills, forests and beaches of the area in a 
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rally that’s sure to become the stuff  of legend. We’ll be off ering the TSD Rally School on Monday evening, June 16.  
   The Michelin Autocross is on Wednesday and Thursday, June 18 and 19 at nearby Marina airport. 
   Whether you study-up or just show up, the Technical/Historical Quiz on the morning of Friday, June 20 is always a great way to show 
what you know about our favorite cars… or to face what you don’t. 
   Events and Activities

   Parade Kids

   The Parade Kids program has become a favorite of our family of enthusiasts, with many of the kids forming enduring friendships and 
looking forward to Parade each year. The 2014 Parade Kids program will have plenty of fun and adventure, true to the California spirit of 
fun, adventure, and learning in Monterey.   
   Hospitality

   The Hospitality area is always one of the best places to hang out at Parade, whether you’re perusing the various vendors, partaking in 
the planned Beer or Wine tastings, or just looking to visit with friends before heading out to dinner. 
   Gimmick Rally

   The Gimmick Rally will held Thursday, June 19th, and is designed to provide a scenic and entertaining outing for everyone, children 
included. The route showcases the 17-Mile Drive, the Lone Cypress, Carmel and its famous Mission, historic John Steinbeck sites and 
much, much more.  The choice of this year's gimmick will be unique, and provide both fun and challenge, along with capturing the 
amazing scenery and character of the Monterey Bay area.
   Tours

   Throughout the week you will have an opportunity to go on a diff erent driving tour each day. In addition, most driving tours will run 
more than once during the week in the event you commit to another activity on a particular day. All tours include a variety of points of 
interest and a destination. 
      AND MORE!!! 

   Volunteering

   For “normal” people, vacation is the time to relax and be served. Porsche Parade is 99% volunteer supported! That's how all of us from 
all over the country get to know each other, by working a couple of four hour shifts during the week with other PCA members. As a 
thank you, you will be eligible to attend the exclusive Volunteer Party Luncheon on Saturday, June 21st—there are numerous door 
prizes too!
   Prior to Registering for Parade

   Ensure you have an account for the member-only portion of www.pca.org  You will need to login to register for Parade. Check to see 
that all your information is up-to-date and current, especially your 
e-mail address. All pre-Parade materials are sent to you via e-mail, and 
are posted on the Parade website http://parade2014.pca.org .
   Registration Fees

   Everyone signing up for Parade must pay an entrant fee of $169, 
which covers the entrant and co-entrant. 
   Fees for the four major competitive events are: 

• Concours -- $30 per car,
• Autocross -- $30 per driver, 
• TSD Rally -- $15 per car, and 
• Tech/Historical Quiz -- $15 per person. 
   Entrant fees for guests are as follows: 

• JPP/CAFP -- $20, 
• Child age 13-15 -- $15, 
• Child under age 13 -- $10. 
• Adult guests -- $40. 
   Additional fees apply for banquets and for selected o_ther activities. 
   Advance Registration is mandatory -- there is no on-site registration 
during Parade. Parade registrations are not transferable. Fifty percent 
of your registration fee and 100 percent of your banquet fees will 
be refunded if your e-mailed cancellation request is received on or 
before June 10. There is no refund for cancellations made after that 
time. You may make changes to your registration at any time before 
June 10. 
   Questions! 

   If you have questions regarding Parade, please consult the Parade 
website at Parade2014.pca.org. If you are unable to fi nd your answer 
there, email Kathleen Behrens, Parade Registrar at registrar@pcapa-
rade.org or call  503.579.3423  (please leave a message).
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NER PHOTO CONTEST 2014 

Photo Type 
This year we’re looking for the 12 best photos of members cars 
to include in the 2015 NER calendar - so submit photos of your, 
or a fellow NER member’s, car. The photo can be taken at a NER 
driving event, at a Porsche Club event, a cool holiday snap on 
the winding roads of the Alps or just in your driveway or garage. 
 
We are looking for photos from all the seasons so photos taken 
in winter, spring, summer and fall shots are ideal. 

Rules and FAQ 

1. Entry Limit: There is no limit on the number of photo-
graphs a NER member may submit. 

2. Entry Deadline: By midnight on October 17, 2014 all photos 
must be emailed to photo@porschenet.com 

3. People’s Choice: The people’s choice vo ng will be availa-
ble on the NER Website on October 20, 2014 and close at 
midnight on November 14, 2014. 

4. Winner Announcement: Will be made in the December 
issue of the Nor’Easter. 

5. Copyright and Content: Photos that are deemed obscene, 
vulgar, or otherwise violate any laws are strictly prohibited. 
NER respects the rights related to copyright laws and 
intellectual property. All photos should be based on a NER 
member’s original photograph taken by the NER member. 
Use of a photo from other sources/people without 
permission is not allowed. NER reserves the right to refuse 
inappropriate or unsuitable entries. 

6. Model and Property Releases: Any NER member submi ng 
a photograph acknowledges that they have sufficient 
permission of any recognizable loca ons, people or cars 
appearing in their photograph. 

7. Forma ng your Photograph: Each photograph must be 
forma ed in a jpg. Each photograph will need to be clearly 
labeled with your first and last name.  

8. Judges: The judging panel will consist of  a selec on of NER 
members with an interest in photography. 

9. Ques ons: Ques ons about the contest should be emailed 
to membership@porschenet.com 

Awards 
Calendar 
The 12 best photos will be included in the calendar and the 
winners will each receive a free copy of the 2015 NER calendar. 

Winners 
Two “best in show” awards will also be assigned and they will 
each receive a $100 voucher to redeem at any NER event and a 
framed copy of the photo. 

People’s Choice 
All the photos will be available on the NER website so the NER 
membership can vote. There will be a single people’s choice 
award. The prize will be a $100 voucher to redeem at any NER 
event. 

The NER event season is about to start and we’d like all 
the photographers out there to start snapping photos in 
prepara on for the 2014 Photo Contest. It’s your chance 
to impress your fellow members and there will be $$ 
prizes for the best photos. This year we’d like you to 
capture photos of your car or a fellow NER member’s car 
with the best photos to be included in the NER 2015 
calendar. 
 
We need photos to cover all the seasons so start snapping 
in the snow, on the Spring ramble, summer ou ngs at DE 
and Autocross and with fall foliage. 



With the long, snowy, and 
extremely COLD winter 
we have had this year; 
it’s once again true that 
Porsche enthusiasts are 

dreaming about those nice, sunny days 
to come when it is possible to enjoy all 
the capabilities built into their favorite 
Porsche, no matter its age. We gathered 
on February 23rd for the 2014 version 
of the DE Ground School to put a little 
substance to those dreams.  This year’s 
GS, held at HMS Motorsport’s location 
in Danvers, MA was, for the third year in 
a row, attended by 50+ people includ-
ing 43 paid attendees plus another 8-10 
people from NER’s and NCR’s Board and/
or Track Committees. PCA’s High Perfor-
mance Driver Education (HPDE) program 
is one of the few places enthusiasts can 
enjoy their car to its potential and the GS 
provides an opportunity to learn what DE 
is all about.
  As people arrived, they signed in and we 
started, as always, with coff ee, donuts, 
bagels and muffi  ns.  After introductions, 
the proceedings began with a presenta-
tion by Joe Marko, owner of HMS, who 
is a fountain of knowledge about high-
performance driving and the various 
types of equipment that enhance the 
enjoyment and safety of driving on a 
racetrack. Joe gave an extremely informa-
tive presentation on safety equipment 
and considerations. He explained the dif-
ference between things that are optional 
for beginning DE participants, such as 
race seats and harnesses, and things that 
are mandatory for all drivers, such as 
helmets. He discussed things to consider 

when purchasing a helmet. For instance, 
he pointed out that because the proper 
fi t of a helmet is critical for safety, you 
must test fi t it on your own head, an 
exercise that cannot be done online. 
In discussing other kinds of safety and 
driving equipment he brought up some 
fi ner points, such as recommending 
that driving gloves for use in DE ought 
to be a bright color such as red so that 
when you signal other drivers to pass, 
the drivers behind you will be able to see 
your hand clearly. If you need any sort of 
high-performance driving gear, you owe 
it to yourself to visit HMS and check out 
their wide selection of helmets, driving 
shoes, gloves, racing seats, harnesses, 
safety equipment and much more.
  Then we were on to the bulk of the 
presentation. Kristin Larson and Adri-
anne Ross (NER Board and Track Com-
mittee members) and I tag-teamed to 
give an informative and, I think, lively 
and entertaining presentation designed 
to help those who have not yet partici-
pated with an understanding of what 
the DE program is, how it is run, and 
what happens at a typical event. Topics 
we covered included:
•Driver’s Education mission
•Why would you want to participate?
•You will drive your Porsche at famous 
racetracks and explore what you and it 
can do in a safe and controlled environ-
ment as you learn high-performance 
driving techniques under the guidance 
of approved NER/NCR PCA instructors.
•You will become a safer and more confi -
dent everyday driver.
•You will meet new and interesting 

people.
•Above all, it’s fun!
•Pre-event activities
•Registration and payment
•Tech inspection
•GET A HELMET!
•What happens on a typical day?
•Check in
•Final safety inspection of your car
•Driver’s meeting
•Meeting with your instructor
•Four 20-minute plus driving sessions on the 
track per day with a group of other drivers of 
similar experience
•Work assignments which vary by track
  Audience interest and enthusiasm was 
high with lots of questions fi elded. We 
concluded with coverage of our upcoming 
events including the Ramble and Concours 
(Steve Ross), AutoX (Dave Berman), and Hack 
Mechanic (Adrianne).  The DE discussion 
continued through the pizza lunch provided 
by HMS with attendees plying board and 
track committee members and HMS folks 
with many more questions. As the meet-
ing wound down, many participants could 
be seen checking out the array of products 
off ered by HMS and making purchases, a 
promising sign that they will be participating 
in some of the DE events this year.
  If you were unable to attend the Ground 
School but have in interest in learning about 
or participating in DE, you should check out 
the extensive information provided in recent 
issues of the Nor’easter and on our website 
and then sign up for one of the events.  You 
can fi nd the schedule here in the Nor’easter 
or on the Northeast Region website: www.
porschenet.com.

2014 Ground School
Copy by Stan Corbit Photo by Marcus Collins
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There is nothing as rewarding, 
and fulfi lling in one’s life, then to 
return home….especially after 
being away for a very long, long 
time.

   Such is the case with my rejoining PCA, 
having been away since the mid-70’s when 
I worked for Porsche as their District Parts 
Manager for New England.  (sans Connecti-
cut, as it was controlled by an Independent 
Distributor.)
   This was that period of time when VW 
took control of Porsche sales and market-
ing, wanting to bring Audi to America….
as such they formed the Porsche/Audi Divi-
sion and began franchising dealers.
   Prior to my joining Porsche (and I am 
proud to say they sought me out) I worked 
for the Rhode Island Porsche dealer, Picard 
Motor Sales, who also had 12-other makes 

of imported cars, almost all British with 
the exception of Volvo and Toyota….and 
all under the same roof.  (NOTE:  To keep 
Porsche and get the new Porsche/Audi 
franchise Mr. Picard had to agree to build 
a new facility….which he eventually did 
do after I left him and joined Porsche.)
   I had gone to work at Picard’s as a train-
ee on the Lube Rack, worked my way up 
to being a line mechanic British cars and 
Volvos)….and when the parts depart-
ment was expanded, and there was a 
need for a parts person to handle just 
the needs of the technicians, I sought 
the position…and got it.  Eventually be-
ing promoted to being the Porsche/Audi 
Parts Manager.
   Prior to that I worked for the FRAM 
Filter Corporation assigned to the Pitts-
burgh territory….covering all of Western, 

PA, a little of Eastern, OH and the ‘Panhan-
dle’ of West Virginia.
   Just prior to being assigned to Pittsburgh 
I had purchased a 1957 356A coupe.  Before 
being sent-off  to Pittsburgh I was a member 
of the Narragansett Sports Car Club, located 
here in Rhode Island….wherein I ran in 
many of their, and other club’s, events.  A 
number of these events at the famous 
Seekonk Speedway wherein we, very 
creatively so, made a course using the ovals 
and the fi gure X’s of the infi eld.  (NOTE:  I 
have tried for years to get through to the 
owners of Seekonk to allow a resurrection 
of these events….if for no other reason 
then ‘nostalgia’!  Not once have my requests 
been acknowledged!)
   Once in Pittsburgh  I joined the PCA and 
also transferred my SCCA membership from 
New England to the Steel Cities Region.

Porsche: Early Days

Copy and Photos by Tom Letourneau
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   During this period of time I competed 
in many local club, and PCA, AUTO-X’s 
and Rallies….winning a number of them.  
Albeit, not with my 356A.
   Being newly married, our daughter just 
born, things were tight and I decided to 
put the Porsche up for sale.  There were a 
lot of interest in it…my eventually selling 
it and….ARE YOU READY?  I was ap-
proached by a fellow member of the Steel 
Cities Region - SCCA who wanted to know 
if I would be interested in taking in ‘Partial 
Trade’?  the partial trade being one of the 
Index of Performance Deutsch-Bonnet 

DB’s that had won at LeMans!
   A WHAT???...needless to say was my 
answer.  I had gotten involved with 
the ‘Sports Car Movement’, in the very 
early 60’s, while serving at Shaw AFB in 
Sumter, SC....and admittedly still had a 
lot to learn....especially:  “What the hell is 
a Deutsch-Bonnet?”  “It won an Index of 
What?”
   Long story short, the potential buyer 
for my Porsche gave me a little history 
lesson on the car, the LeMans Index of 
Performance philosophy, etc. and the fact 
that the drive-train was based on easy to 
obtain???...Panhard parts.  Curiosity get-
ting the best of me I expressed enough 
interest that the owner brought the ‘DB” 
over for me to see.
   I fell in love with it....it was the most 
“Cutesy Little Bugger’ I’d ever seen....
unique not even being close to the word 
one should use to describe it!
   Done Deal!  A win-win situation.  I sold 
the Porsche, had extra money (desperate-
ly needed) and I still had a car (unique) to 
take to area AUTO-X’s....wherein my fi rst 
event I snapped a front axle.  
   Having been told that the DB’s drive 
train was based on Panhards I began 
scouring bone-yards in search of one.  
(Ever tried to fi nd a Panhard in a bone-
yard….even back when they were being 
sold here?)
   I fi nally found one wherein I also found 

that the axle for the DB were a ‘Wee-Bit’ 
shorter then as used on the Panhard…. 
necessitating my fi nding a machine shop 
to shorten it, etc., etc.
   Anyway, as “Cute & Unique’ as it was….
it had to go.  Fortunately, and surprising-
ly, it sold very quickly…and for a decent 
amount of money!
   While still scrapping to ends meet…. I 
now, also, had no toy of any kind to play 
with to help me not feel miserable!
   With the cash burning a hole in my 
pocket, a small commission check hav-
ing come in, while visiting one of our 
FRAM Filter accounts, across the street, 
on a Ford Dealer’s lot, was a red (my 
color) English Ford Cortina GT.  (It would 
eventually, when I returned to Rhode 
Island be made into a Lotus Cortina)
   Long story here that needs to start get-
ting shorter.  (I’ll try….but, no promises!)
   I ran that Cortina in many, many club 
events and almost always, in my class, 
won 1st or 2nd-place….the highlight 
being a ‘Fastest Time of Day’ at a Porsche 
Club AUTO-X that was run over all of the 
asphalt and dirt roads through a local 
township’s park.  (Through the woods 
too!)
   That event was just before we moved 
back to Rhode Island….and I was able to 
make the awards ceremony as it was to 
be my last PCA meeting in Pittsburgh..  
When it came time for me to get my 
trophy, a custom painted German Beer 
Stein I was on Cloud 9.  Upon getting 
back to my table and reading ‘The Small 
Print’ – I discovered my stein said that I 
had won FTD, the small, almost unread-
able, print said:  “Sedan Class”.
   No need to get into what took place 
next as I was not at all happy for what 
should be all of the most obvious of 
reasons? FTD is FTD…Period – End of 
Discussion!
   Anyway….to get back to my joining 
and being employed by Porsche.  
   At that time the Porsche/Audi opera-
tions was run out of the Regional VW 
Headquarters in Wilmington, MA. And, 
as mentioned, I covered the fi ve New 
England States…sans CT.
   I also became very involved in a 
number of PCA activities…some being 
AUTO-X’s at Ft. Devens just as they are 
still run today.
   Unfortunately I did not own a Porsche, 
and while I had a company car it was 
an Audi 80 Combi….which I absolutely 

loved.  The hierarchy of corporate life be-
ing that one’s rank determined what one 
was assigned for a company car.  Us parts 
guys being the bottom rung of the lad-
der.  I did, however, scam a ‘914’ once….
but I was never able to scam one during 
a weekend when an event were taking 
place.  As far as having a 911/912 as a 
company car….that was God’s Country!
   It’s been a long time since those days 
so I will not bore you any further with my 
lifetime and career within the aspect of 
the automotive industry I worked in for 
my entire working career….other to say 
if I were to do it all over again, I would!   
I have no regrets as those many, many 
years were some of the best parts of my 
life wherein I made lots of friends and 
met and dealt with some of the fi nest 
individuals on the face of this earth!
   In looking at some of the names in the 
recent arrivals of ‘Panorama’ (I love the 
new format and size vs. when I was previ-
ously a member) and the New England 
Chapter publication, the ‘Nor’easter’….
the only name I remembered and that 
is Tom Tate.  Tom was, back then, at the 
beginning of his career, working for, 
I believe, Annis-Morrill Porsche/Audi 
as a salesman.  I also saw in the latest 
Nor’easter that tom recently purchased 
a Volvo PV544.  Prior to joining Porsche, 
and while still at the dealership that 
provided me with my opportunities. 
I also got a lot of Volvo training, both 
in parts and service, and also owned a 
PV544….a great ‘Rallye Car’.  Rallying, 
a form of competition that seems to 
have become non-existent?  (TSD or the 
many, FUN, Gimmick kind.)  Hmmmm....
maybe Tom and I should get together, 
make his PV544 into a Rallye Car and 
try to resurrect Rallies as Porsche Club 
Events???  (Beats the hell out of a stupid 
Polo Match.)
   Another happy memory from back 
then, was the Independent Porsche 
Repair Facility “German Motors’ of 
Providence, RI.  I 
met the Moreau 
brothers, and their 
dad (Maurice).  
Back one Saturday 
morning while I 
was still at Picard’s 
as the Porsche 
Parts Manager.  
Moe came in, 



introduced me to his son, and told me they 
were starting an Independent Porsche 
Repair Shop and wanted to set-up a parts 
account.  What is really great is, we became 
the best of friends….more-so they are still 
in business today and where I will be having 
my Porsche serviced.  Over all of these years 
we have remained close and get together 
often for lunch. 
   In closing I would now like to touch upon 
what prompted me to write in the fi rst 
place….that being, my being an ‘Old Pro’ 
that very much believes in learning from 
history, especially mistakes, and my giv-
ing some advice based on an article, and 
comments, from the February 2014 issue of 

‘Panorama’.
   On page 22 
Ferdinand 
Piech, the head 
of VW’s Super-
visory Board, 
said:  “I don’t 
think I fully 
understand the 
U.S. market.”  
He made this 
statement 
because VW 
Group Sales 
in the U.S. are 
still sliding.  
December 

sales being off  12%from December 2012.  
2013 Sales were down 1% to 611,512 
vehicles….’Total’.
   Total being VW’s, Porsches, SUV’s, and 
Audi.
   My looking over these current num-
bers, which approximate to a little over 
400,000 VW product sales remind me 
of my fi rst year with Porsche/Audi in 
1970… and the early history of VW here 
in America.
   Formed in October 1955 in Englewood 
Cliff s, New Jersey, to standardize deal-
ership service in the United States, it 
grew to 909 Volkswagen dealers in the 
US by 1965 under the leadership of Dr. 

Carl Hahn. Under him and his successor as 
president of Volkswagen of America, J. Stuart 
Perkins, VW’s U.S. sales grew to 569,696 cars 
in 1970, an all-time peak, when Volkswagen 
captured 7 percent of the U.S. car market and 
had over a thousand American dealerships. 
The Volkswagen Beetle was the company’s 
best seller in the United States by a wide 
margin.
   From then on, however, intense competi-
tion from American and Japanese automak-
ers caused VW sales in America to fall as 
much as 87 percent between 1970 and 1992, 
despite the introduction of new front-drive 
models in 1975 to replace the Beetle and its 
rear-engined, air-cooled stable-mates. As a 
result, the number of dealerships in the U.S. 
was also reduced to 630 by the mid-1990s.
   According to a December report in USA 
Today….Volkswagen sales in December were 
up 35.4%, to 44,005, making it the best De-
cember for VW since 1973.
   The German maker had its best full-year 
sales in the U.S. since 1970.
   Sales of the Passat mid-size in December 
were more than double the year-ago tally. 
Volkswagen sales in December. The compact 
Jetta, up 8.6%, still outsold Passat, though, 
remaining VW’s best-selling U.S. model.
   VW added a turbo hybrid version to the 
Jetta lineup last month and hopes that will 
continue the model’s popularity. It’s VW’s fi rst 
move away from a strictly diesel approach to 
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high-mileage vehicles, though Jetta is avail-
able with a diesel, too.
   SO…one must ask:  “Are things really all that 
bad for VW and the VW Group?  (Porsche & 
Audi)”
   I don’t think so….nor do I think Mr. Piech has 
anything to worry about so long as he and 
the VW Board remember the mistakes of the 
best….continuing on being leaders, innova-
tors.  That, and their not sitting on their butts 
as happened in the early 70’s as the Japanese 
Imports all but put VW out of business..
   Tom Letourneau
   Former Porsche/Audi District Parts Manager 
for New England
   Former Dealer Development and Business 
Management Manager for the Eastern US – 
SAAB Cars USA
   
   
   





On March 1st, Rob Siegel, the 
self proclaimed Hack Me-
chanic, addressed 34 eager 
PCA NER members at the VFW 
Post in Natick.   Rob is well 

known for his Hack Mechanic columns in 
Roundel.  He is also currently writing col-
umns for Road and Track as well as making 
the rounds to promote his book, Memoirs 
of a Hack Mechanic or How Fixing BMW’s 
Helped Make Me Whole.  Rob published the 
book in May 2013 and so far the book is a 
huge success with many favorable reviews, 
the NY Times among them.  .  
   If you Google the defi nition of Hack there 
are a surprising number of variants.   Hack 
can refer to breaking into a computer, a 
rough or chopping blow, a Taxi driver, to 

damage or to mutilate, a bad cough, a 
writer for hire and even a person who sur-
renders integrity and personal beliefs for 
money.   Reading through all the defi ni-
tions, I was having a hard time understand-
ing what Rob intended when he called 
himself the Hack Mechanic.  Was it writer 
for hire?  He wasn’t writing when he started 
his hack mechanic activity.   But, it would be 
hard to make anything else in the defi nition 
list fi t.  Maybe Rob was simply stating that 
he was a mechanic with rough and unre-
fi ned skills.  That he worked in an unrefi ned 
choppy manner.  That he hacked his way 

through an auto 
repair.  I wish I 
thought of the 
question when I 
was at the event.  
Even though 
hacking his way 
through auto 
repair makes 
more sense, for 
now, I’m going 
with writer for 
hire, it would be 
a very clever use 
of the word and 
as Rob’s night job 
has played out, a 
very appropriate use of Hack in terms of a 
writer for hire.  
   As he took the stage, it only took a short 
time to realize that Rob is a relatively soft 
spoken, articulate and very funny person.   
He simply tells stories of his life as it relates 
to buying and repairing cars, the trials and 
tribulations of building a multi car garage 
in Newton and the impact cars have had 
on his family over the years.  Rob takes an 
almost spiritual and Zen like approach to 
being a hack mechanic.  He even showed 
us pictures of the Lotus position and the 
Advanced Lotus position he used while 
working on his Europa.  Yoga and a couple 
bottles of beer are the way to go when 
trying to establish a Zen like state during 
car repairs.     
   Rob is an engineer by trade, a musician 
by passion, a family man by choice and a 
Hack Mechanic by necessity.   Working on 
his own cars allows Rob to by more cars 
and buying more cars creates the neces-
sity to work on more cars.  
Working on cars feeds Rob’s 
passion for BMW’s and as he 
states, is a form of therapy.   
He looks forward to and 
thoroughly enjoys do it 
yourself car repair.  Of course 
without all of the car repair, 
garage building and fam-
ily fun, Rob wouldn’t have 
material for his columns.   So 
it all works; its kind of Rob’s 
Hack Mechanic circle of life.   
It is all massively entertain-
ing; at times laugh out loud 
hilarious and at other times 
a simple affi  rmation, as we 
can fully relate to Rob’s vari-
ous successes and failures at 

do it yourself car repair.  
What makes it all work for Rob, is the 
fact that his stories are genuine and all 
too plausible.  As a multitude of stories 
unfolded, you could see heads nodding 
around the room or hear that slightly 
suppressed chuckle that indicated a 
thorough and sympathetic, “me too” 
from many in the audience.  He had us 
all attentive and engaged in a matter of 
moments.  His stories were all too real 
and all too familiar for some of us.  Who 
hasn’t snapped a bolt in half and stared 
in disbelief at something that was totally 
inevitable if we had assessed the situa-
tion before turning the wrench?    
   Rob’s presentation highlighted many 
segments of his book, as well as updat-
ing some loose ends, post publication.  
I highly recommended Rob’s book in a 
Nor’Easter column a few months back 
and I still think it’s a must read.  I don’t 
want to provide too much content that 
would spoil the book.  So here are some 
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short sound bites. 
   Rob initially introduced his love of music 
by showing us a picture of himself on stage 
with a side shot of Eric Clapton also on stage.  
The resemblance was uncanny. After a brief 
chuckle from the crowd, Rob took us back to 
his college days and the original incarnation 
of his life buying, repairing, selling and again 
buying, sports cars.   Rob originally bought a 
Triumph TR6 because cool cars meant getting 
cool girls.  In Rob’s case it worked, he met the 
love of his life, Ann Maire while he owned 
the Triumph.   But after many failures of the 
Lucas electronics in the TR6, Rob decided to 
sell the car.  A series of other cars followed 
including a mini bus for the band, VW Vans for 
Ann Maire and eventually BMW’s.   The early 
days were some of the most humorous as Rob 
improvised on virtually a zero dollar budget.  
As proof, he showed us a picture of himself 
building a VW Bus engine in his kitchen.  
   Rob also entertained us with a collection of 
stories involving his 3 car rule which quickly 
expanded to a 7 car rule.  We also discovered 
his love of air conditioning and his profi ciency 
at repairing AC units in BMW’s.  We even 
heard about a new variant to R12 refrigerant, 
it’s called R75/2.  You drive 75mph and open 2 
windows.  That drew another big laugh from 
the audience.  Rob’s favorite AC story involves 
a car on his wish list, an old Rambler, the AC 

has 3 positions, cold, colder an desert only.   
I haven’t verifi ed, but Rob swears it’s true.  
   There were many more entertaining 
moments in Rob’s presentation, but most 
are also in the book.  He covered his love 
of cars with interesting rear ends, Corvette 
Stingray, BMW Z1 M Coupe, Lotus Europa 
and 911 SC’s.   Rob showed us a list of the 
53 BMW 2002’s he has owned.  He talked 
about his regrets in selling the 911SC after 
8 years of ownership and he shared some 
of the challenges he is having with the 
Lotus Europa he recently purchased.  We 
discovered that Lotus = Lots Of Trouble 
Usually Serious and in Rob’s case that ac-
ronym was playing out in real life.   We also 
learned about Rob’s theory on stuckness 
and why you don’t work on a daily driver.  
Rob even shared a full chapter in his book 
that clearly outlined the positive eff ect a 
man’s attraction to cars has on his fi delity.   
There are so many additional details and 
stories in the book that I just don’t have 
the space to convey in this article.  
   In the end what Rob shared the most 
was himself.  I found Rob to be a very 
thoughtful, genuine, direct and open 
person.  The blend of musician, engineer, 
writer and dedicated family man, cre-
ated an interesting backdrop to his Hack 
Mechanic persona.  I kept seeing more 

Eric Clapton in Rob versus a grease 
covered guy rebuilding an engine 
for a BMW 2002Tii.   But many of the 
pictures Rob shared with us were of a 
grease covered guy rebuilding a BMW 
engine.  The contrasts and synergies 
were fascinating.   If I hadn’t read the 
book a couple of months ago I would 
have been the fi rst in line to buy one.  
As I said in my previous column,  “I 
get this guy and I think he would get 
me too.”   By the looks of other people 
in the room and the long line at the 
book signing table I wasn’t alone.  
   So a big thank you to Rob Siegel 
for spending a few hours with some 
Porsche owners and another big 
thank you to Adrianne for recruit-
ing Rob to speak to all of us.  It was a 
great way to spend a Saturday after-
noon.  Now if I can just fi nd a way to 
squeeze a BMW 2002tii in between 
the Porsches in my collection, I can 
start working my own theory on 
stuckness. 
   Until Next Time
Drive safe
   Mkerouac.pca@gmail.com
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When we ended part 3 of this series Miss 
Money Penny was getting ready for 
paint and I had made my 11th hour color 
choice of Black.   I also discussed my 
decision to alter the plan and install an 

HPC Maestro Engine.  I hadn’t intended to provide another 
update until Miss Money Penny was put back together, 
but the plan is changing again and there was just so much 
work done to bring MMP back to life that I felt another 
pre-paint update was justifi ed.  The Research continues on 
Harry Pellow and the Maestro Chronicles continues to fas-
cinate me.  I also received an updated photo album con-
taining additional pictures of all the metal work required 
to properly prepare Miss Money Penny for paint and 
another 50 years of writing her own history.  The work was 
so extensive and detailed vs. our original assumptions.  
The old girl was much more beat up than we thought and 
she also had many more little hidden spots of rust than we 
could see during initial inspection.   So we were back to 
twice as much and twice as long.   With all that being said, 
let me catch you all up on where we are to plan. 
   The New Plan:

To refresh your memory, here is an excerpt from my previ-
ous update.   “As previously outlined “the plan” included 
a mild restoration which has long been thrown out the 
window.  We also decided to paint the car to the original 
Kardex, which means Red Interior, Black Square Weave 
Carpet and Silver Exterior.   I still very badly want to paint 
the car black, but so far I haven’t deviated from “The Plan”.”    
Then there was the late breaking news.  “Last Minute 
update!!!......   As this article was going to print, I found out 
that Miss Money Penny was ready for Primer.  I had a color 
choice to make.  So I chose (drum roll please) Black.”   As 
we exited Miss Money Penny Part 3, I’m sure some of you 
cheered my decision and others cursed my lack of disci-
pline in restoring her back to the original Silver color.   
   The Newer Plan:

   As this article goes to print there is even later breaking 
news; I reversed the decision.   I went to inspect the car 
when the primer was fi nished.  The body was perfectly 
smooth.  The diff erence from even a month ago was 
staggering.  I could now envision her fi nished, sitting on 
chrome wheels, all the trim prices hanging like expensive 
jewelry on a stunning evening gown.   But, in this case, 
the evening gown was a glittering silver not a sleek black 
number.   Bob had painted a hinge plate black and as I 
stared at it, I just couldn’t pull the trigger.  I could see her 
in black.  Bob’s bodywork was designed around the car 
being black.  He is an expert at laying on coat after coat 
of black paint.   We discussed the possible change and I 
left Bob’s shop with the car still black, but the opportunity 
to sleep on it for a day or so.   My mind kept going back 
to silver.  I walked out to the display case in my garage 
and looked at the Porsche 356 diecast models I had col-
lected.  The black speedster owned by Steve McQueen; 
it’s an “ooh”, type of car.   Then I picked up a diecast of a 
silver speedster, I found on eBay; red interior, black carpet, 
black roof.   The car was not as visually impactful as the all 

continued on page 38
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black McQueen model, but t was clean, crisp and 
the silver showed all of the lines in the body.  The 
red interior also provided a nice contrast with the 
paint.  The red added a little extra pop.  Most off  all 
the silver and red combo was true to the Kardex.  
So much had already changed on this car with 
the addition of the Maestro engine, that I just felt 
compelled to at least preserve her original color 
combination.  So that was my fi nal decision.  I was 
absolutely out of time and I had to give Bob an 
answer.  I called and he understood my decision.  I 
could tell that he still preferred black, but I was the 
customer, so silver it is.   I can’t say that I’m 100% 
good with my decision.  It’s been about a week 
since we reached the point of no return and I still 
have days where I can see the car in black.  Once 
she is fi nished, I’m sure I will forget about the black 
and just enjoy the car.  Miss Money Penny will talk 
to me.  I’m hoping she will thank me for bringing 
her back to factory, with many years of great rides, 
dependability and drop dead beauty ahead of us.   
I know that the people that had cheered my color 
choice of black are now cursing me, while the ad-
vocates of the original silver color are now cheering 
the decision.   Either way it’s all good.   
   Moving away from the paint, there are still many 
details to complete before MMP is road worthy.   
The Maestro engine needs a thorough cleaning and 
some general maintenance.   She’s weeping oil in a 
few places and the carbs will need some fi ne tun-
ing.  I still fi nd myself placing orders with the online 
suppliers for hardware kits, gaskets and assorted 
decals.   Some of the parts I thought would be good 
enough look hopelessly worn when placed next 
to the new shiny bits.  I’m sure I’ll be adding little 
details even after she makes her maiden voyage.  
   The Work:    

For part 4 of this series, I decided to replace the 
research with the work.  Bob has spent a tremen-
dous amount of hours, stripping, shaping, cutting, 
welding and reshaping.  As you could see from the 
pictures in last month’s article, she had been hit on 
almost every side.  The only area of the car that ap-
peared untouched was the metal between the top 
of the trunk lid and the back seat of the car.  Pretty 
much everything else had been dinged or seriously 
bent.  Pounds of Bondo were dug out of the metal 
(which should make her lighter and faster) and Bob 
meticulously welded in new sections and reshaped 
the body to original specs.   If you inspect the 
pictures I included in this article closely, you can 
see the work required to adjust the door and hood 
gaps.  There was also a signifi cant issue with the 
rear of the car.  Bob literally sliced the rear fender 
and moved it out an inch.  Even under close inspec-
tion, I couldn’t see the seam.  Bob is his own version 
of a Maestro.   

N O R E A S T E R



Prep work goes on constantly. 

   Wrapping up Part 4

   There is very much a light at the end of the tun-
nel now.  Miss Money Penny still has a couple of 
months to go before she hits the open road, but 
she will be ready for summer.  The mechanical 
fi xes shouldn’t take too long, but the interior is 
a wildcard.  I need a pro for the soft top restora-
tion and I’m a bit reluctant to tackle the carpets 
myself.   The almost endless details as I continue 
to get advice on what’s incorrect and in need of 
attention will probably stretch out to months.  
Not necessarily a bad thing, just something I’m 
acknowledging.
   As Miss Money Penny inches ever closer to 
being road worthy, I have to say that the experi-
ence has been incredibly educational and so far, 
rewarding.  At times, I’ve been frustrated with the 
magnitude of the surprises that have stretched 
out time and budget.  At other times I have 
marveled at Bob’s ability to take a car that’s been 
driven hard on the track and been hit at almost 
every angle, back to new.   Miss Money Penny is 
now offi  cially a survivor.  Not in the sense of the 
word that she has never been touched, but in the 
sense that she has come back from a very tough 
past.  Maybe resurrection is the right word.  Miss 
Money Penny talked to me and I listened.  She 
wanted to be saved and I’m sure she will con-
tinue to talk to me once we get her on the road.  
She will let me know what tweaks are required 
to make her handle like new, to make her sound 
like new.  I’m very much looking forward to listen-
ing to her the fi rst time we get to roll out of the 
driveway together.   
   Until next time,
Drive safe!
Mkerouac.pca@gmail.com
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Stuttgart: 918 Spyder tops global 
debut with a Nürburgring lap 
record
As the fi rst vehicle to boast 
global road homologation, the 

Porsche 918 Spyder* has conquered the 
20.6-kilometre lap around the Nürbur-
gring Nordschleife in less than seven 
minutes. Achieving a time of exactly 
six minutes and 57 seconds, the super 
sportscar equipped with a hybrid drive 
shaved 14 seconds off  the previous 
record. Wolfgang Hatz, member of the 
Porsche AG Board of Management in 
charge of Research and Development, 
had the following to say: "We promised a 
great deal with the 918 Spyder, namely to 
redefi ne driving pleasure, effi  ciency and 
performance. We have kept our word." 
   As is always the case with Porsche, the 
918 Spyder is also leading the way for 
future generations as the latest in the line 
of super sportscars. It is currently mak-
ing its global début at the International 
Motor Show (IAA). With its unique spread, 
the model blends maximum driving dy-
namics with minimal fuel consumption. 
By taking the Nürburgring record, the 
sportscar is demonstrating the enormous 
potential that lies in Porsche's pioneering 
plug-in hybrid concept, and is underpin-
ning the leading role the company enjoys 
when it comes to developing sporty 
hybrid vehicles. "The radical hybridisation 
of the 918 Spyder from the very outset is 
what made this lap record possible" says 
Dr. Frank Walliser, head of the 918 Spyder 
project. "The lap time on the Nordschleife 
is and remains the toughest measure of 
a super sportscar. Posting a time of 6.57 
minutes, we achieved a result of which 
everyone in the development team and 
at Porsche as a whole is rightly proud."
   The record, which was previously held 
for four years, was even broken during 
the fi rst attempt in the test drive on the 
morning of September 4. All three drivers 
– Former European Rally Champion Wal-
ter Röhrl, Porsche test driver Timo Kluck 
and Porsche factory driver Marc Lieb 
– were quicker than the existing record 
with each lap driving the two 918 Spyder 
models used, and posted lap times of less 
than seven minutes on numerous occa-
sions. Ultimately, it was Marc Lieb who 
posted the absolute best time of 6.57 
minutes, driving at an average speed of 
179.5 km/h, as measured by Wige Solu-

tions. Marcus Schurig, editor-in-chief of 
sportscar magazine "sport auto", was 
on hand as an objective observer of the 
record-breaking runs. The two sports-
cars, which deliver an output of 887 
bhp (652 kW), were equipped with the 
optional "Weissach package" to increase 
the driving dynamics, and lead out on 
the standard Michelin tyres developed 
specifi cally for the 918 Spyder.
   * 918 Spyder: combined fuel consump-
tion: 3.3–3.0 l/100 km; combined energy 
consumption: 12.5–13.0 kWh/100 km; 
CO2 emissions: 79–70 g/km

   Specifi cations of the Porsche 918 

Spyder*

Body: Two-seat Spyder; carbon-fi bre-
reinforced plastic (CFRP) monocoque 
interlocked with CFRP unit carrier; two-
piece Targa roof; fi xed roll-over protec-
tion system.
Drivetrain: Parallel full hybrid; 4.6-litre V8 
mid-engine with dry-sump lubrication; 
hybrid module with electric motor and 
decoupler; electric motor with decoupler 
and transmission on front axle; auto
Start Stop function; electrical system 
recuperation; four cooling circuits for 
motors, transmission and battery; ther-
mal management.
Engine power: 608 bhp (447 kW) at 
8700/min (V8 engine)
286 bhp (210 kW) at 6500/min (electric 
motors)
887 bhp (652 kW) at 8500/min (com-
bined)
Max. torque: 917 – 1280 Nm (overall 
system, depending on the gear)
Maximum revs: 9150 rpm
*Specifi cations may vary according to 
markets
Combustion engine with hybrid module 
and transmission bolted together to 
form a single drive unit; seven-speed 
Porsche Doppelkupplung (PDK); rear-
wheel drive; front electric motor with 
transmission for driving the front wheels 
(decoupled from 265 km/h); fi ve pre-se-
lectable operating modes for optimum 
coordination of all drive units.
Chassis: Double-wishbone front axle; 
optional electro-pneumatic lift system at 
front; electro-mechanical power steer-
ing; multi-link rear axle with adaptive 
electro-mechanical system for individual 
rear wheel
steering; electronically controlled twin-

tube gas-fi lled shock absorbers at the front 
and rear with Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM) system.
Brake system: High-performance hybrid 
brake system with adaptive recuperation; 
internally ventilated and perforated front 
ceramic brake discs(PCCB) with a diameter 
of 410 mm and thickness of 36 mm;
rear discs with a diameter of 390 mm and 
thickness of 32 mm.
Wheels and tyres: 918 Spyder wheels
Front 9.5 J x 20 with 265/35 ZR 20
Rear 12.5 J x 21 with 325/30 ZR 21
DIN weight empty 1674 kg
(Weissach package: 1634 kg)
Dimensions: Length 4643 mm
Width 1940 mm
Height 1167 mm
Wheelbase 2730 mm
Track widths Front 1664 mm
Rear 1612 mm
Tank capacity 70 l
Energy supply: Lithium-ion battery with 
6.8 kWh capacity (BOL nominal), 230 kW 
maximum power and mains-compatible 
plug-in charging system.
Performance: Top speed 345 km/h
Purely electric 150 km/h
Acceleration:
0 – 100 km/h 2.6 s
0 – 200 km/h 7.3 s
(Weissach package: 7.2 s)
0 – 300 km/h 20.9 s (Weissach package: 
19.9 s)
0 – 60 mph 2.5 s 
1/4 mile 10.0 s (Weissach package: 9.9 s)
Overall 3.1 l/100 km (Weissach package: 
3.0 l/100 km)
CO2 emissions: Overall 72 g/km (Weissach 
package: 70 g/km)
Power consumption: 12.7 kWh/100 km
Range purely electric: 16 – 31 km
Warranty: 4 years (7 years)
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The two most powerful and fastest 
mid-engine sports models from 
Porsche are ready and raring to 
go: with uprated engines and 
excellent PASM chassis the Box-

ster GTS and Cayman GTS set new bench-
marks for sportiness in their segment. The 
independent front and a modifi ed rear end, 
blackened bi-xenon headlights – with the 
Porsche Dynamic Light System (PDLS) as 
standard – and exterior lettering in silky 
black gloss are subtle yet unmistakable 
features of the new top models. The name 
says it all: at Porsche “GTS” stands for Gran 
Turismo Sport and has promised outstand-
ing Porsche performance ever since the 
legendary 904 Carrera GTS dating back to 
1963. With the new two-seaters Porsche 
is renewing its commitment to authen-
tic sports cars for both the racetrack and 
everyday use. 
   The six-cylinder boxer engines fi tted in 
the new top models are based on the 3.4-li-
tre engines from the Boxster S and Cayman 
S respectively. Thanks to optimised fi ne 
tuning they now deliver an additional 15 
hp (11 kW). This means that the Boxster 
GTS now has an output of 330 hp (243 kW), 
whilst the Cayman GTS delivers 340 hp 
(250 kW). The torque has also increased by 
ten newton metres in each model. What’s 

more, the Sport Chrono package is a 
standard feature in both mid-engine 
sports cars. This means that in conjunc-
tion with the optional Doppelkup-
plungsgetriebe (PDK) and the active 
Sport Plus button, the Boxster GTS 
sprints from 0-100 km/h in 4.7 seconds, 
whilst the Cayman GTS is even a tenth 
of a second faster. Both vehicles there-
fore set new reference values. 
   As regards the maximum speed – 
measured with the standard manual 
six-speed transmission – the Boxster is 
the fi rst of the new premium roadsters 
to top the 280 km/h mark, achieving 
a speed of 281 km/h. At 285 km/h the 
sports coupé is even faster. The new 
top models are the fi rst mid-engine 
two-seaters from Porsche to be certi-
fi ed according to the Euro 6 standard, 
and with this measuring method they 
achieve an overall fuel consumption 
with PDK of 8.2 l/100 km (9.0 l/100 km 
with manual transmission). 
   The Boxster GTS and Cayman GTS 
combine top driving dynamics with 
the typical Porsche spread with undi-
minished ride comfort and exclusive 
features. For example, the combination 
of PASM and the Sport Chrono pack-
age as standard enables the driver to 

switch between progressive sportiness on 
the one hand and long-distance comfort 
on the other hand at the press of a button. 
The tyres measuring 235/35 at the front 
and 265/35 at the rear on 20-inch Carrera 
S-wheels provide the perfect setup for 
both. Both two-seaters come with sports 
seats and leather interiors as standard. Like 
other GTS models from Porsche they are 
refi ned with Alcantara elements.
   With the new models Porsche is now 
extending the GTS principle to the Box-
ster and Cayman. Like the Cayenne GTS 
and Panamera GTS, these are extremely 
sporty top models that stand for superior 
driving dynamics in their segment. The 
combination of letters originates from the 
904 Carrera GTS, a race car dating back to 
1963 that could also be registered for use 
on public roads. In the 1980s and 1990s 
the 924 GTS and 928 GTS cultivated this 
principle. It was reborn in 2007 in the form 
of the Cayenne GTS, and was subsequently 
also implemented in the 911 series and the 
Panamera. 
   The new models will be launched from 
May 2014. With country-specifi c equip-
ment and VAT the Boxster GTS costs 
€69,949 and the Cayman GTS costs €73,757 
in Germany. 

Copy and Photos by Porsche AG.

Boxster GTS and Cayman GTS



   Driver Lineup
   We’ve seen a few new faces in the drivers 
line-up with Mark Weber retiring from F1 to 
drive the new Porsche in the FIA WEC series 
and Paul DiResta moving back to German 
Touring Car (DTM). The new lineup is:
    Red Bull - Sebastian Vettel
   Red Bull - Daniel Ricciardo
   Mercedes - Lewis Hamilton
   Mercedes - Nico Rosberg
   Ferrari - Fernando Alonso
   Ferrari - Kimi Räikkönen
   Lotus - Romain Grosjean

   Lotus - Pastor Maldonado
   Mclaren - Jenson Button
   Mclaren - Kevin Magnussen
   Force India - Nico Hulkenberg
   Force India - Sergio Perez
   Sauber - Adrian Sutil
   Sauber - Esteban Gutierrez
   Toro Rosso - Jean Eric Vergne
   Toro Rosso - Daniil Kvyat
   Williams - Felipe Massa
   Williams - Valtteri Bottas
   Marussia - Jules Bianchi
   Marussia - Max Chilton
   Caterham - Marcus Ericsson
   Caterham - Kamui Kobayashi
   Next Month - the season opener in 
Melbourne.
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2014 Red Bull (Sebastian Vettel)

motors enable the traditional throttle 
turbo-lag to been eliminated and means 
the cars are more fuel effi  cient (do the 
numbers 100kg/130l - 300km). Both 
the total fuel load and fuel fl ow rate is 
restricted and this has led to some com-
mentators to speculate that the drivers 
will have to drive to the fuel load. This is 
not really new as they have always done 
this as teams put just enough fuel in the 
car to keep the overall weight down (and 
therefore speed up) and we’ve seen cars 
run out of fuel (Red Bull in qualifying at 
Abu Dhabi last year).

   Tires
   Tires were continually in the news in 
2013 - secret tire test, multiple blow-outs 
and tire structure changes in mid-season 
(to reduce the chances of a high-speed 
blow-out but favoring some teams). The 
aerodynamic changes leading to reduced 
down force and the new engines with 
their increased torque necessitated a 

re-designed tire. Overall they are a harder 
compound that has a higher chemical 
degradation (rather than mechanical) 
as the drivers had asked for less marbles 
(small pieces of rubber that collected 
off  the racing line). The supper-soft, soft 
etc. and color banding is the same as 
last year although teams get more tires 
than in 2013. Based on Melbourne we’ve 
not heard too much criticism although 
I suspect it’s because so much else has 
changed and the teams are struggling 
with overall reliability.

The Checkered Flag-  continued from page 11

2014 Ferrari (Kimi Räikkönen)
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drawer.
   Driving around 
the neighborhood 
pointed out another 
problem, the brakes, 
drum brakes. The 
pedal felt like step-
ping on a brick, no 
feel at all. I thought 
that the pedal clus-
ter was seizing up 
from lack of use as 
that happens to old 
Porsches too, but the pedal movement 
seemed correct. The pedal was com-
ing back OK, the brakes just weren’t 

releasing as they 
should. I was like 
the hill holder 
feature on my 
Dad’s Studebaker. 
Once under way 
again it seemed 
to release but 
the fi rst few feet 
were a struggle 
for the car to get 
going. That is an-
other problem we 
encounter with 
356’s , brake line 

constriction. The fl exible rubber brake 
lines over time    
will swell up inside and not allow the 
brake fl uid to return to the reservoir 
from the wheel cylinders when the 
pedal is released. It 
eventually goes back 
but not quickly as it 
should. Back to the 
garage and up in 
the air all I had to do 
was pump the brake 
pedal and then walk 
around to see which 
wheel wouldn’t turn. 
The answer was left 
front. Off  came the 
wheel and as an-
other test I pumped 
the pedal and then 
quickly backed off  the brake line with 
a wrench and the brake released. 
Problem solved, back to the internet to 
order a pair of fl exible brake lines for a 
51 year old car for $12 each, free ship-
ping. Did I mention that I love working 

the shade in front so that meant draining the 
coolant from the car. Volvo made that job 
easy because there was a petcock mounted 
on the bottom of the radiator. There was 
even a hole in the engine support brace that 
was placed right where it needed to be to 
allow the antifreeze to run into a pail under 
the car. These old cars are so easy to work on 
it’s almost fun. I bolted the end of the shade 
to the sheet metal in front of the radiator be-
hind the grill and hooked up the chain (from 
the same hardware store) with just enough 
extra to leave a couple of inches hanging 
from the dash under the radio. Trying the 
system from inside it worked smooth, just 
like I remembered.
   
   

Figure 1 The chain can be seen crossing the 
engine bay
   
   With everything hooked up and coolant 
back in place I drive around with the shade 
up waiting for that temperature gauge to 
head into the red. Sure enough it did in short 
order, even in the cold temps that we’ve 
been having. Releasing the chain turned the 
job back over to the inline thermostat and 
my work was done.
   Another missing piece of this Volvo puzzle 
was the windshield washer tank and washer 
motor. Off  to Ebay I went and there was 
one for a 544 complete with the hoses and 
electrical connections. All for pocket change, 
I think the shipping was more than my win-
ning bid (and only bid). It was necessary to 
make a bracket for the tank to sit into,  but 
I had seen enough engine compartment 
photos to know where it belonged and the 
screws to hold the bracket were still there so 
the fabrication was easy. Besides the bracket 
is completely hidden by the tank so nobody 
will see that I made it out of a scrap piece of 
stainless steel that was in the sheet metal 

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9

on these old cars?
   One of the trademark pieces of these 
cars, at least for me , are the Volvo mud 
fl aps (below) that are mounted behind 
each wheel. The fronts are just a black 
rubber fl ap that keep dirt and gravel from 
being thrown up into the fender wells. The 
rear fl ap is larger and has the word Volvo 
cast into it along with the symbol of the 
circle with the arrow on it. All the Rally cars 
had these in place and looked very sporty. 
This car had lost those years ago but the 
mounting cross bars were still in place. A 
call to one of the vintage vendors pro-
duced a full set for less than a tank of gas 
and they arrived in a couple of days. I had 
them on after dinner one night and they 
look great.
   KTF

Figure 2 Front end showing coil spring and 
sway bar link
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We’ve all seen it and I bet almost all of us 
have done it.  
   Moving on, the “Oh My God” is a just a 
little bit more dramatic and a little more 
obvious.  It’s generally less drawn out 
than the “Ooh”, but just as spontaneous.  
You see a car and come to a dead stop, 
immediately “Oh my God” just spills out 
of your mouth.   The “Oh My God” is also 
versatile, it can easily be followed by the 
“weak in the knees” or the “hand over 
heart” for added impact.  For a trifecta 
combine “Oh My God”, “weak in the 
knees” and “hand over the heart”, but 
make sure no one calls 911 thinking you 
are having a heart attack.         
   Let’s fi nish up with the most subtle 
expression of car lust, the subtle gesture, 
the simple caress of the car.    How many 
times have you seen someone walk up 
to a car speechless.  They just walk up to 
and around a car.  Taking it all in, admir-
ing the curves and angles, appreciating 
the car as a piece of art.  Then comes the 
inevitable.  They have to touch the car.  
They have to make the physical connec-
tion.  If they are pure car enthusiasts, 
they will ask fi rst.  Those that don’t ask 
need to be politely coached.  But if you 
allow your car to be touched, you see 
the gentle caress as a hand slides over 
the roof line or slides across the fenders.  
Admiring the gloss and smoothness of 
the fi nish.   They make a connection with 
the car.    I’ve seen it a hundred times 
and I’ve done it a hundred times.  I never 
cease to be amazed how a mechanical 
thing can elicit such a strong emotional 
reaction.  A car is just a hunk of metal, 

Oil and Water  continued from page 13The Long and Winding Road -  continued 
from page 12

guess it would be up to $10 now!!
•   Maybe a valve adjustment for $6.50?
•   Some things could get expensive:  My 
Dad needed to have the crankshaft pul-
ley seal replaced (think IMS!).  The total 
of $28.90 included $0.02 for VW parts.
   In other car news I am forced to admit 
that I backed Rosemario’s Odyssey into 
a snow bank while turning around in 
our driveway.  Make that “ice bank.”  The 
result was a cracked refl ector and a 
signifi cant dimple in the left rear corner.  
I ordered a new refl ector online for $14 
and headed to the local collision shop 
(we have had, ahem, some dealings with 
them in the past) to see if they could 
pop out the indented bumper.  When 
I got there and looked at the booboo I 
discovered it had popped itself back out 
and, except for a small paint crack, it was 
good as new.  You’ve heard of self-driv-
ing cars, this one is a self-healing car!  My 
buddy at the body shop suggested that 
I could damage the clips replacing the 
refl ector and that I should come by and 
let him do it (for free! – perhaps he thinks 
there will be additional business to be 
had in the future?).  I would have done 
that but the next day I backed into the 
same ice bank again - but this time it was 
a gentle tap that only served to knock 
out the rest of the refl ector – so I was 
able to just pop in the new one myself.  
And my Lemons team thinks I’m not a 
good mechanic!
   Bill Seymour
admin@porschenet.com   

plastic, glass and rubber that is enabled 
by oil, water, gas and a mile of electronic 
wiring.   Yet, we fall in love with cars we 
own and cars other people own.  We 
keep cars for a lifetime and lust after cars 
that we know are beyond our reach.   We 
polish and clean and talk to or cars.  The 
experience is absolutely visceral.   
   From one car enthusiast to another car 
enthusiast this seems perfectly normal, 
but to the rest of the world………… Oh 
My God, we are nuts.
  Until next time,
   Drive Safe
   Mkerouac.pca@gmail.com

passengers and purr on to some storage 
barn somewhere, to be fueled or charged 
or pressurized or whatever their propul-
sion systems will require…and then wait 
patiently for you to summon them for 
use… and you’ll have curbside parking all 
to yourself. 
   Such a deal! 
   Of course, the day will come when you’ll 
have to give in and get one of these self-
drive conveyances. If only because there 
will come a time when you won’t be able 
to buy anything else. What to do? 
  YouTube! Think in-car videos on your tab-
let. Pick the car. Pick the track. Pick the year. 
And, yes, pick the Porsche. 
  YouTube! Just crank it up. Add one of 
those Jambox  bluetooth speakers and 
let fl y. Nobody’s going to knock on your 
door and say, honey, please turn it down. 
Because, to the outside world, you’ll look 
like everyone else, placidly motoring along 
in your own hermetically sealed cocoon. 
  YouTube! And when you get bored with 
racing videos, you can watch racing videos 
with a storyline, like Grand Prix and Le 
Mans and Senna and Rush. 
   So, friends, join the campaign! Let’s rock 
this issue! Write your local legislator! And 
do it today! 
  Self-drive, the way to go. Bring it on. 

Guest continued from page 8



Even more 
 exceptional cars...

‘06 Boxster | Dark Blue / Manual

‘11 Panamera 4 | 40,000 mile bargain! 

‘12 911 Carrera Cabriolet  | Only 9,470 miles

‘11 Cayenne S  | 

‘05 911 Coupe  | Manual

‘08 Cayenne Turbo  | White / Beige

‘06 911 Carrera Coupe  | Forest Green / Beige

‘10 Cayenne S  | Black

‘12 911 GTS  | Last of the 997’s!

norwell.porschedealer.com
(877) PORSCHE
59 Pond Street | Norwell, MA 02061

“It takes a Village...Village Automotive Group”

Spring Fever? We have the cure.

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

Macadamia Metallic
6 Speed!

Stk # 4024-3B

Macadamia Metallic
6 Speed!

2008 911 Targa 4S

Hard to Find!
Stk # P5270A

‘1
Ha drd ttoo FiFindnd!!
Stk # P5270A

2010 Panamera 4S

Midnight Blue Metallic
Only 30,389 miles

Stk # P5406

Midnight Blue Metallic
Only 30 389 miles

2009 91
1 Cabriolet

Porsche Certified
Stunning!

Stk # 4024-3A

Porsche Certified

2011 911 Turbo Coupe

SOLD!

..

n! 

miles

2014 Cayman

Dark Blue Metallic
Only 1,673 Miles!

Stock # P5294

SOLD!
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Marketplace For Sale 

    996 C4S/Turbo silver Sport Edition winter wheels 18”x8.5”/11” includes excellent front Pirelli Winter 240 Snowsport 225/40R 
19 92V N3 tires.  Front rims good shape, rear have road rash, $500.  997 OEM  new black front fl oor mats $70.  986 Boxster S Cover-
craft  exterior car cover avg condition $40.  Contact gregwfoster@gmail.com. (3/14)
   2000 Boxster - 5sp  67,000 mi, Lapis Blue with Savanah Beige interior. VN-WPOCA2983YU627665.
Owned since 12-2003. All records from 2004-on. Always garaged,new PZero’s (rear), new battery, European lenses (side and rear), 
many interior and exterior cosmetic additions . Great driver quality-never tracked . $12,500 OBO . (781) 356-9076.ajh928s4@aol.
com (3/14)
   356 Cabriolet Hard Top - I believe it will fi t 356A, B and C cars.  Complete and intact, including header clips, excellent glass and 
all trim pieces, but needs complete restoration.  Will email photos, or come see it in Wayland.  $1100.  Also - am looking for a few 
items to complete my 912 tool kit. John Darack, 617-721-9366, DPisland@gmail.com. (12/13)
   1985.5 944. Excellent condition. Always garaged. Manual. Turbo nose. 5 Borbet Type A wheels. Neoprene front seat covers used 
last 15 years. No cracks or fading on dashboard. After market Alpine radio. Never tracked. R12 A/C not cold. $6500. Andrew Wong. 
Medfi eld, MA. porschepup@verizon.net (12/13)
      Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the prod-
ucts or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve for publication all advertising submitted.
   Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. 
Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six 
lines. 
   Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.
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Sales, Maintenance & Fabrication Work on German and Italian High Performance Automobiles

PCA authorized tech inspector

Financial Statement

The 2013 Financial Statement of NER/PCA is 
available for review, by appointment, by con-
tacting treasurer@PorscheNet.com.
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NER Board of Directors
New Members

John Assalone
 Coventry RI 
2014 Carrera gray

Adam Blauer 
Lexington MA  
1994 968 gray

Scott Eggimann 
Groton MA 
 2005 911 Carrera

David Estridge 
Winchester  MA 
1964 365

Richard Fedele 
Milton MA 
1990 Carrera 4 black

William Foshey 
Marion MA 
1994 968 blue

Denise Galejs 
Carlisle MA
 2014 Cayman s black 

Whitney Hall
 Natick MA 
2006 911 Carrera blue

Royal Jenkins 
Dedham MA 
1983 944 red 

Christian Jones 
Medford MA 
1997 911 c2s black

Michael Kuhn 
Arlington MA 
2007 911 carrera black

Jessica McTernan 
Boston MA 
2014 Cayman s black 

James O’Leary 
Lynnfi eld MA 
2004 Carrera gray

Alan Packer 
Westwood MA
 2012 911 Carrera gold

Daniel Phelan 
Worcester MA 
1997 911 Carrera black

When you are really ready to buy or sell, 
I’m available to make it really happen.

745 Boylston Street ∙ Boston, MA
617.962.0142 ∙ rcohen@bradvisors.com

Search all MLS Listings: www.robbcohen.com

Boston’s 
Property 

Expert CRS, ASR, 
ABR, CNE

Boston 
Distinctive Properties™

R o b b  C o h e n &  T e a m

President/Broker/Realtor®
#1 Independent Boston Broker Units Sold
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Neil Potter
Marlborough MA 
2005 Boxster s black

Robert Prescott 
Marshfi eld MA 
2006 Boxster silver

Janet Staff ord  
Boston MA 
1987 911 blue

Charles Steinhauser 
Boston MA 
2012 911 black

Robert  Uvello  
Milton MA  
2014 Boxster s silver

Paul Veracka 
Boston MA 
2014 911 gt3 black

Aaron  Walker 
Natick MA  
2004 911 gt3 silver

Kevin Wall 
Groton MA 
2014 Cayman red





The NOR’EASTER

c/o Adrianne Ross

17 Karal Dr. 

Framingham, MA 01701

Periodicals Postage Paid At 

Framingham, MA 01701

and Additional Offi  ces

To:

Time Sensitive! Do Not Delay


