




This 959 (left) is equipped with all-wheel drive, cockpit adjustable ride 
height and drive torque distribution. Its ABS brakes are stuff ed inside 
magnesium hollow spoke pressurized wheels shod with run fl at tires 
and you’ll fi nd bespoke double wishbone suspension at all four corners. 

All of this is wrapped in a voluptuous Aramid and aluminum body,  
powered by a 2.85 liter, 4 cam, 4 valve, water and air cooled, sequentially 
turbo charged engine producing 444 horsepower. 

Sadly this particular 1988 Porsche 959 will be tied up a bit longer while 
undergoing some major repairs here at European Performance 
Engineering and may not have the opportunity to play in the snow this 
winter. However, please feel free to drop by and see the “work in prog-
ress” and perhaps discuss your own Porsche needs.

Whether you drive a Cayenne, Boxster, Cayman, Panamara or 911, 
remember, EPE is one of the only “Porsche specifi c” independent service 
and repair facilities in New England with a talented staff , dedicated to 
making your Porsche ownership experience as rewarding and exciting 
as it can be.

Porsche’s ultimate winter car?

Their 959 could be considered just that…



Who we are....

What we do....
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In This Issue...

Last month we printed a story about our 2014 Con-
cours, I failed to credit Steve Ross with having written 
that article. Sorry Steve! It was a great piece, sorry I 
didn’t credit you. 
   Further inside we have some great reports on 2 auto 
crosses, and our fi rst trip to Thompson! It was pretty 
exciting! 
   The Gala will be in January this year, and the sign up 
is online, not mailed in. If you haven’t ever registered 
at motorsport.com, please bear with the process, and 
sign up. They don’t sell your info, and it will come in 
handy for future events if you have an account with 
them. 
   I hope you enjoy the issue! Happy Thanksgiving! 

Once in a while, this friend at 
work and I, go for a walk at 
lunch time.  As the weather 
has turned colder, I tend to 
wear a jacket that’s motor-

sport related; a) because I love jackets 
related to most car stuff , and b) they’re the 
only thing I have in the closet these days.  
So needless to say, when we walk, I’m usu-
ally a motorsports billboard. 
   Now, on these walks, down Common-
wealth, or Boylston, or Newbury (yes I work 
in the Back Bay), I will every once in a while 

get a comment on the jacket, or brand I’m 
sporting that day.  This interestingly never 
surprises me, probably because I would 
do the same.  If I saw someone sporting a 
Turner Racing jacket, I would walk right up 
to them, and start talking about it. Or a F1 
jacket, or just one of those nifty Porsche 
jackets. G*d help them if they’re wearing 
something NER or NCR – that means we’re 
having coff ee together right then! 
   This seems so normal to me. It’s also 
become normal to my family and close 
friends. If you’re into European sports cars, 
and we pass on the street – we’re talkin’! 
If you’re driving a classic Mustang, or Fire-
bird, I’m introducing myself, and trust me, 
we have things to say to each other. 
   I was reading a columnist in Road and 
Track talking about the response he got 
driving a Corvette C7 across the coun-
try. How people related to him, told him 
stories, talked around him of someday 
“owning” one of these cars, and I remem-
ber thinking… “Yeah? And?” 
   But apparently this isn’t a “thing” to 
non-car people. My friend, previously 
mentioned, thinks it’s incredibly bizarre 
that all sorts of people stop me on one 

of the aforementioned streets, and we 
just start talking.  “Aston Martin Racing? 
They race in this country?” Me: “Oh yeah, 
they started about 4 years ago… blah, 
blah, blah.” Ten minutes later I know what 
this guy races, where he races, and how 
many friends we have in common. 
   His wife – looks bored. My friend – is 
bored, but still a bit awestruck not only 
that strangers just start talking to me, 
but that we’re hashing through cars and 
racing like old friends who haven’t seen 
each other in 5 years. 
   That’s the way it seems to go with us. 

   There’s a house on Essex St. 
between Melrose and Saugus that 
had been for sale for years, and 
just wasn’t moving. It was a little 
cape, with a huge yard, but it sat 
for years on the market. Then one 
day the sign was gone. The next 
week construction equipment 

arrived, and a season later, the house has 
a breezeway and a 6 car garage attached 
to it. 
   Bingo! Car guy! 
   I drove by the house several times a 
month, and every time I looked to see if 
the doors were open.  Finally after about 
4 years of this game the 3 doors were 
open, and there was a really, really great 
’69 ‘Cuda sitting in the driveway, with a 
’67 Camaro, and a ’69 Mustang Fastback.  
OH MY G*D! 
   He watched my little Boxster pass the 
house, my head whipping around I (safe-
ly) slammed on the brakes, u-turned, and 
parked on his curbing. I leapt out of the 
car, and he and his buddy looked at me 
like I was insane. 
   I walked up the driveway. “What a 
Beautiful Baracuda! ’69 isn’t it?” 
   They continued to be agog at me, but 
now with a little respect. I walked up, 
introduced myself, got a tour of the cars, 
and the garage, and left happy in the 
knowledge (fi nally!) of what lie behind 
those forever closed doors. 
   Interestingly he was new to car col-
lecting, and these three beauties had 

...there was a really, really great 
’69 ‘Cuda sitting in the driveway, 
with a ’67 Camaro, and a ’69 Mus-
tang Fastback.  OH MY G*D! 

On the Edge
of  New Friends

followed him home form Barrett Jackson. He 
hadn’t really engaged much in the car com-
munity, so I was his fi rst – errr – drive-by. 
   I was glad to give him a taste, because that 
was what he was in for, for a long, long time 
with cars like those. 
   People have stopped by my driveway 
while I was washing my Cayman, and talked 
Porsche with me. I’ve stopped by other peo-
ple’s driveways while they were out taking 
care of spec Miatas, or thier own Porsches. 
   It’s just part of what we do.    It’s unlike any 
other community I know of, and I’m so happy 
to be a part of it. 

Adrianne Ross
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It was early September and I got e-mail 
from Bruce Hauben stating that Larry Ca-
merlin, President of Angel Flight, would 

like to get together for lunch with us. I 
quickly said “Yes” as I had always wanted to 
meet the man who founded Angel Flight 
NE, the PCA-NER charity of choice, in 1996. 
We met Larry at FishBones restaurant in 
Chelmsford and had a fabulous lunch and 
discussed both the successes of Angel 
Flight and the happenings within our club.
   Before becoming more active in the club, 
I had a general overview of what Angel 
Flight NE provides. Then I went clicking and 

reading my way through the website and 
really had a chance to see what they do 
and how they help so many people. I am 
so proud that they are the charity that this 
region supports. Following is an overview 
of what I read. I recommend that everyone 
go to their website and read in more detail 
at http://www.angelfl ightne.org.
   Patients and families of those who need 
transportation to get to a facility for medi-
cal treatment are the benefi ciaries of this 
service. It could mean they don’t have fi -
nancial means to do so themselves, or that 
they live remotely and public transporta-
tion is not feasible, or that they are unable 
to use traditional transportation due to 
their medical condition. Angel Flight NE 
has never refused anyone in need.
   Volunteer pilots donate their time, planes 
and fuel for this cause. There are currently 
over 1,000 volunteer pilots and there is 
an average of 80–100 fl ights per week. All 
pilots must be FAA certifi ed, and they use 
either a personal plane or a rented plane. 
These planes range from single-engine, 
four-seaters to twin-engine, pressurized-
cabin class aircraft.
   Once on the ground, Earth Angels take 

over. These volunteers donate their time 
and vehicles to provide transportation to 
and from the airport and to the hospital 
for treatment.
   Angel Flight NE currently focuses its 
missions in the Northeast region of the 
United States: Connecticut, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont. It partners with other 
air charities and airlines to help serve 
nationwide.
   Cost to the patient = $0
   Angel Flight NE is holding their 17th 

Annual Evening of Angels Gala at the 
Seaport Hotel in Boston on Friday, 
November 21st. This gala and the 
silent auction for the night have been 
a huge success for Angel Flight NE 
in previous years. They are hoping 
for the same this year. CBS WBZ-TV is 
the media sponsor, and news anchor 

David Wade will be serving as the Master 
of Ceremonies. If interested in either 
attending or submitting a donation for 
the silent auction, please contact EOA@
angelfl ightne.org or call (978) 794-6868 
for further information.
   I wanted to say thank you to all our 
members. NER-PCA has been able to 
support Angel Flight through Silent Auc-
tions at our annual Ramble and Holiday 
Banquet, Driver Education events, an 
Outreach program supported by a 
member and those various events. Those 
contributions have exceeded $83,000 to 
date. So, thank you again.

Up To Speed
Angel Flight New England

  Volunteer pilots donate their time, 
planes and fuel for this cause. There 
are currently over 1,000 volunteer 
pilots

Kristin Larson
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continued on page 47

As I’m writing this column, I am only 
hours away from a Photo Trek to 
Eastern Europe. My son and I are go-

ing to spend eight days photographing the 
people and places in Budapest, Vienna, Sal-
zburg and Prague. I’m sharing this tidbit of 
info in case this particular column seems a 
bit short on words. I still have many things 
to do before I leave and checking the box 
on my November column was one of them. 
   This month, I want to share the experi-
ence of seeing life through the eyes of 
a child. As usual, the story is car related, 
but at the same time it extends into many 

other parts of our daily lives. My wife, Ann 
and I recently invited another couple and 
their four kids to visit us for a weekend on 
Nantucket. Peter and Claudine, have Mikey 
(15), Lexie (13) and then twin boys, Luke 
and Jack who are eight years old. It’s a very 
dynamic family with all kinds of personality 
and a lot of energy. Ann and I were look-
ing forward to a great weekend. After a 
horrifi c four-hour commute from the north 
shore to the ferry terminal in Hyannis, the 
crew arrived in Nantucket about 9:00 pm. 
The trip took 5.5 hours door to door. They 
could have travelled to NYC in less time. In 
spite of the long travel, the kids bounded 
through the door and started exploring. 
The eight-year-olds were in awe as they 
looked at some of our nautical decorations. 
Then they were in awe again when they 
saw a group of our local bunny population 
happily munching grass in the back yard, 
but the real fun began the next morning. 
   As we all collected in the driveway to 
make the short trip to town for breakfast, 
the boys started sizing up our 2013 Jeep 
Wrangler. They obviously preferred rid-

ing in the four-wheel drive Jeep vs. the 
Honda sedan their parents rented. This 
Jeep is a bit diff erent from your mod-
ern automobile. Due to the salt air on 
Nantucket, I bought the Jeep bare bones. 
No electronic anything. No electric door 
locks, no Nav, etc. I wanted as few electri-
cal components as possible in the car. 
So, as the boys circled the car fi guring 
out how to call shotgun, they immedi-
ately commented on needing a key to 
open the door. They were also fascinated 
by the push-button door handles. All 
of their cars had a lift up handle. Once 
inside the car, I heard Luke ask from the 
back, “How do I put the window down?” 
Ann answered, “You turn the crank, 
they are roll-down 
windows.” Luke’s 
reply was instan-
taneous, “You turn 
the crank to roll 

down the windows? 
Awesome!!!” Both 
Ann and I laughed 
out loud at the 
comment as Luke 
proceeded to crank 
the window down, 
stick his head out 
and explain the roll-
down windows to 
his dad. It was one 
of many funny mo-
ments with the kids 
over the course of 
the weekend. When 
Mikey, the 15-year-
old took his turn in 
the Jeep, he called 
the roll-up win-
dows, “nostalgic.” 
That kind of made 
me nostalgic too, 
but I moved on. 
   This experience re-
ally got me thinking 
about viewing to-

Oil and Water
Through the Eyes of a Child

day’s technology driven world through the 
eyes of a child. In their world, solving every 
problem with an iPad and living with auto-
mation morning until bedtime is a simple 
reality. When they are exposed to manual 
processes, they can be in awe of the simple 
ways, we as 50-year-old adults, were used 
to doing things as a child. I don’t remem-
ber ever thinking that window cranks were 
awesome. But I do remember being in 
awe of emerging technologies; things like 
color TV, wireless remote controls, portable 
cassette player/recorders and the iconic 
Pong. I went from a world of manual labor 

“You turn the crank to roll down 
the windows? Awesome!!!” Both 
Ann and I laughed out loud at 
the comment as Luke proceeded 
to crank the window down...

Mike Kerouac



Four Speeds & Drum Brakes

continued on page 46

Road trips are always a great time and, 
as reported here last year, 356 trips 
are at the top of my wish list. Last year 

it was off  to Helen, GA for a 356 gathering. 
That trip was done in the Puddle Jumper, a 
’57 sunroof coupe. It was really a relaxing 
ride, what with the windows up, sunroof 
open and the radio on. Not at all like my 
brothers ride, as he, with his wife, joined 
our caravan south in his Speedster. I felt 
that I had actually wimped out leaving 
my Speedster at home and decided that if 
we did it again I would take mine the next 
time.

   Next time showed up this September 
when the 356 Registry East Coast Holiday 
was held at Fontana Dam, North Carolina. 
As most know, the Speedster is considered 
a fair weather ride, and because of that the 
convertible top has been in the attic above 
the garage for the last 15 years. I made the 
decision that it would be an open top ride 
since to install the convertible top I would 
have to remove the roll bar and fi berglass 
tonneau cover. That changes the entire 
look of the car and I really didn’t want to 
do that.
   As the departure date approached I be-
gan looking more closely at the southern 
weather reports. I have been caught out 
in the rain before and it’s no fun. With my 
mind made up, I fi gured that I would be no 
diff erent than someone driving south on a 
motorcycle. In fact, I’d actually have a little 
more protection than they do. Weather or 
not, the deposits were paid, the EZ Pass ac-
count loaded, the tank fi lled, and we were 
going.
   The fi rst six hours behind the wheel 
got Jeff  and I down to Bill’s place in Silver 

Spring, MD under cloudy skies with Jeff ’s 
wife, Christine, following in the Porsche 
Cayenne diesel support vehicle. Jeff  was 
as comfortable in his ‘63 coupe as I had 
been the year before, and I did just fi ne 
with my ‘50s metal helmet and leather 
down straps that you can see in the pho-
to above. The side straps actually keep 
the sun, wind, and noise off  my ears and 
when on the highway I use earplugs to 
help lessen fatigue. Besides, nobody 
can see them anyway. It does preclude 
using the phone but with open exhaust 
I couldn’t hear it ring anyway. That outfi t 
tends to make more people pull out 
their cell phone cameras anyway.
   Rain was predicted the next morning 
but it looked like it was coming north 
while we were driving south. The radar 
at 5:00 am showed a pretty narrow band, 
so the decision was made to make a run 
for it. Christine volunteered rain gear 
that had been to China and had done 
a great job, and so with that and some 
towels in my lap we took off . While I 
didn’t have a top and side curtains on 
like Bill did, I did have a vinyl tonneau 
cover that went over the passenger seat 
so I was the only thing that was actually 
out in the rain. I just kept thinking about 
all the bikers that do this all the time. 
How tough could it be?
   Turns out that we followed Bill onto the 
Washington Beltway in the hour before 
rush hour, connected to Rt. 66 and drove 
west to hook up with Interstate 81. Right 
into the storm. I was in the middle of the 
caravan following taillights since my six-
volt candles didn’t even let me see the 
lines in the pavement. It was at this time 
when I began to seriously question my 
own judgment, and that doesn’t happen 
often.
   We motored on in the rain for three 
hours. I had as much water on the inside 
of the windshield as on the outside, 

It was at this time when I began 
to seriously question my own 
judgment, and that doesn’t 
happen often.

Holiday Time Again

since that was being blown to the sides 
and then into the car. I was dry, but with 
water running off  the steering wheel onto 
the gauges I spent all my time wiping 
down the dash to keep the water from get-
ting into the tach which was showing signs 
of fogging up. When it began to get light I 
could look down at the inside door panel 
and see water cascading down onto the 
towels that were supposed to be protect-
ing the carpet. Not a chance.
   As anyone that has driven all night 
knows, there is nothing better than seeing 
the skies begin to lighten and vision begin 
to improve and this was no diff erent. With 
another six hours to go there would be 
plenty of time to dry out, and I did.
   Even with the Tubs getting over 30 mpg 
and 10 gallon tanks, we were stopping ev-
ery 200 miles or so to stretch our legs, gas 
up and give the cars a quick check. Chrissy 
only stopped because we did, as the diesel 
had a driving range on one tank what 
would’ve taken her to Florida, without 
stopping I think. A fact that she continued 
to remind us about the entire weekend.
   These old cars are actually pretty reliable, 
but after fi fty years it never hurts to give 
them the once over now and then. Good 
thing we did, as at one stop late in the day 
Bill opened his engine cover to fi nd that a 
leak had sprayed oil everywhere. About a 
quart of was all over the engine and drip-
ping off  the engine cover. At least there 
was no danger of it rusting.
   There are only a few places where a pres-
surized leak could develop and Bill found 
it pretty quick. The oil pressure switch had 
begun to leak between the plastic top and 
the metal case. That wasn’t a spare part 
that we had between us (but was added 
to the list) so we went into the gas station/
sandwich mart/ liquor store where we had 
just gassed up to inquire about a local 

Tom Tate
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   Bill reported on Admin. Auto Engineer-
ing of Lexington will hold a tech session 
on October 18th. The bi-annual auction 
is scheduled on November 8th at the 
Natick VFW. The spectacular Paul Russell 
visit is on Dec 6th — the trip is limited to 
100 people, look for the description and 
sign-up in “The Nor’easter” and on the 
website. The annual dinner will be held 
on Jan 10th — the cost of the event will 
be $60.
   The DE season is now closed. The only 
remaining activity is the issuing of the 
rebate checks for those members who 
attended many events. Stan will send 
the details to the treasurer to issue the 
checks. 2015 DE planning is underway 
with closer co-operation between NER 
and NCA on schedule and the upcoming 
instructor development meeting. Discus-
sions are ongoing on the novice event 
with the inclusion of a car control clinic, 
events at Thompson (two events) and 
Palmer (a single 3-day event) are in the 
planning stage. More details on 
the schedule will be forthcom-
ing.
   The next board meeting will 
be held at the home of Michael 
Orsini on Wednesday November 
12th at 6:30 pm.
   With no further business 
proposed, Kristin asked to close 
the meeting, Nick seconded the 
proposal, and with no dissenting 
votes we adjourned at 9:55 pm.

Fifteen Years 

Cheryl  Baer
James  Baer
Lori  Sarnecki

Ten Years 

Tom P. Ahern
Mac W. Chrupcala
Nancy  Chrupcala
Burton L. Osterweis
Na-Young Young Os-
terweis
Rick D. Paris
Chris  Rich
Christopher W. Rich

Happy PCA Anniversary!

Five 
Michael  Atkin
Erin  Duff y
H. Elkadi
Leigh  Finney
Elaine  Fontaine
Josh  Lyons
Peter W. Moll
George M. Perrin
Steve A. Ratner
Ted F. Schirmacher Jr.
Amy  Shanler
Mike S. Shanler
Christian  Trudel
Ed J. Wiggins
Helen  Wiggins

The October NER Board of Directors 
meeting was held on October 15th, 
hosted by Dani Fleming and Marcus 

Collins. The meeting started at 8:20 pm 
after a huge Chicken Kiev dinner. 
   Present were:
      Marcus Collins (Secretary),
      Adrianne Ross (“The Nor’easter” Editor),
      Kristin Larson (President),
      Bill Seymour (Admin),
      Steve Ross,
      Michael Orsini (Treasurer),
      Dani Fleming (Membership),
      Nick Shanny (Admin).
   Dani gave our membership report indi-
cating we now have:
      1,595 Primary members,
         982 Affi  liates,
      2,577 Total Membership,
           16 New members,
             4 Transfers in,
             6 Transfers out.
   Adrianne reported that the winter issues 
of “The Nor’easter” are normally light on 
content. If any members have ideas on 
interesting topics, please submit them to 
Adrianne. 
   The votes for the 2015 committee will be 
mailed in the next two weeks — please 
vote for your NER Board. The yearly vot-
ing mailing will also prompt members to 
check and update their profi le on PCA.
   Financials: Michael had sent out the fi -
nancials prior to the meeting and, as there 
were no comments on it, Bill moved that 
we accept them, Nick seconded and all 
voted approval.
   Steve reported on the recent Concours 
event. A total of 120 people attended and 
the event was a great success. There will be 
a change of venue next year as the event 
returns to Lars Anderson. The report on the 
event will be published in Panorama.
   Bill reported on Autocross. Only 42 
drivers turned out for the last event; bad 
weather was probably to blame. More 
people turned up for the after-event party. 
The timing equipment did not behave — 
this will require some work to fi x.

Minutes of the Board
October Meeting

PG. 10 N O R E A S T E R

Marcus Collins
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Arrrggghhh! The icy fi ngers of winter 
slowly squeeze the air out of the 
driving season. As I type there is 

only one more event to go — the Lem-
ons race at NHMS at the end of October 
(woolies advised). (Ah, but wait! There is 
an American Endurance Racing — another 
outfi t like Chump Car — at Lime Rock on 
November 21st–22nd. Are they/we out of 
their/our minds?)
   Since last we talked, I have been to the 
last two NER autocrosses and three days of 
Thompson DE. I did not go to the last NCR 
DE event at NHMS and was sharply criti-

cized for failing to do so. I liked Thompson 
a lot better than I did at my previous turn 
there. Much of that, of course, had to do 
with learning my way around better. But 
the weather was spectacular, we had the 
LeMons Miata, so I had two cars to choose 
from (Miata still fun but the 20 mph defi cit 
on the straight is a problem — I was think-
ing of taking up knitting) and there was 
the usual group of nice people to hang 
around with.
   I did have a bit of excitement in my fi rst 
session when the Cayman’s brake pedal 
almost went to the fl oor at the end of the 
straight. I had driven the car to the track 
and it was fi ne — and it was fi ne on the 
rest of the track. But after it did it a second 
time at the end of the straight I proceeded 
cautiously and came in. Someone (me) 
had failed to completely tighten one of 
the right rear bleeder valves and brake 
fl uid was squirting out (but only in the 
most extreme usage). This, of course, is 
not something that would be picked up at 
either an on- or off -track tech inspection, 
so this is a reminder to be very careful in 

your track preparation. I thought that I 
might win the Bonehead of the Event 
award but I was easily topped by two un-
named participants who either backed 
up without looking or fi lled up their 
racecar with diesel. 
   The autocrosses went well with the 
exception of some timing equipment 
problems (but we still got the usual 
amount of runs). Thanks to Alan Donkin 
who fi nally found the problem! The last 
event of the year saw varying amounts 
of wetness and resurfaced the debate 
about whether or not to leave traction 

control (PSM) on in the later model 
Porsches. It is generally accepted that 
you are quicker on dry pavement with 
PSM defeated. And it is very diffi  cult 
for fancy drivers to accept that the car 
might be better than they are, even in 
wet conditions. I point out, however, 
that the only time I ever beat Ollie 

Lucier while driving a similar car was a 
very wet day when I left PSM on while he 
manned up and defeated it.
   At the recent AX5, Alan Davis had spec-
tacular times and freely admitted that he 
employed PSM (in fact, his team name 
was “Traction Control”). I did well in the 
morning runs with PSM defeated but 
was struggling in the afternoon (when it 
was wetter) — hitting cones and slower 
than others in my class. So I fi gured, 
might as well try 
it with PSM on. 
Guess what? I 
was faster, but 
still hit cones so 
I still had crappy 
results. For me, I 
think I probably 
will do better 
leaving it on 
when it is really 
wet. For others, 
who knows? 
And maybe if 
you practiced 

While no one debates the fact 
that our Porsches are faster with 
PDK than with a full manual, 
many U.S. drivers still want a 
clutch pedal.

The Long and Winding Road

Management Strategies

with it on it would help in all circum-
stances — they use it in F1, eh? So why do 
we reject progress? While no one debates 
the fact that our Porsches are faster with 
PDK than with a full manual, many U.S. 
drivers still want a clutch pedal. More of a 
challenge? More fun? Or just resistant to 
change? 
   That provides a nice segue into my search 
for a track car, which is at least partly driv-
en by my interest in avoiding the Cayman’s 
PSM-related smoking rear brake problem. 
There are some life management strate-
gies that I have embraced over the years. 
For example, I credit Jamie Bell (a Chicago 
girlfriend in the ‘70s) with the very useful 
advice that, “You can never be sure on an-
gle streets” (Chicago and Washington DC, 
for example, have streets that are spokes 
rather than being part of a rectangular 
grid). My college math-major colleague 
Turk (I switched to Economics as Math got 
in the way of my partying — he stuck to it 
and now does fancy air traffi  c control stuff  
at Boeing) supplied a rule that is known as 
the “Secretary Problem.” The concept is that 
if you are selecting something, don’t know 
all of the candidates in advance and must 
make a yes/no decision when each candi-
date appears (before you see the next one) 

Bill Seymour

PORSCHE, BMW
& MERCEDES
SPECIALIST 

ALL INSURANCE
WORK

MIKE NOONAN (781) 324-9831
251 BROADWAY, MALDEN FAX  324-1804

MIKE’S
A U T O B O D Y

continued on page 47
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Dani Fleming 
617 997 9145 

If you, as a seller or as a buyer, are currently under a written contract to use another broker exclusively then please disregard this notice. It is not our intention to solicit other real estate broker’s clients. We are happy to work with them and 
cooperate fully. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.  

555 Adin Street, Hopedale 

Built in the 1920’s for the then Governor of Massachusetts this home was built in the style 
of a grand English Country Manor. Entry to this magnificent estate is from Adin St, also 
known as ‘Millionaire’s Row’, in Hopedale. Drive down the meandering lane, passing the 
pond before arriving at the circular driveway in front of this impressive home. Driving in 
conjures up images from the bygone era of Downton Abbey. 

Set on over 17 acres, on 2 street frontages.  It has 17 bedrooms, several of which are located 
in the staff wing, 14 fireplaces, 10 full bathrooms and 4 half bathrooms, an inground 
swimming pool, a gazebo, a tennis court, and a landscape design attributed to the notable 
landscape architect Warren Manning.   

$3,600,000 

Dani.Fleming@MAPropertiesOnline.com 
www.MAPropertiesOnline.com 

Specializing in the north west quadrant from 
Cambridge to Route 495 

 www.55Adin.com 

mobile.55Adin.com  
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I have a love aff air with cars and it is not 
limited to Porsches. I have owned many 
diff erent cars over the years, and looking 

back over the last 10 years, probably too 
many. I think I have fi gured out the reason 
behind this, but before I divulge, let’s take 
a brief look at some of the cars I have man-
aged to own, however briefl y. 
   My fi rst Porsche was a 2004 special edi-
tion Boxster. GT Silver and that gorgeous 
cocoa interior. It was a lovely car and I 
remember my fi rst drive out to Lime Rock 
Park to surprise my brother. His very fi rst 
comment was, “Wow, nice car. Why did 
you not get a 911?” You have to love the 

Porsche community. The 911 continues 
to overshadow all of the other cars in the 
Porsche lineup. I had few problems with 
the car, other than the inevitable RMS 
failure. 
   About a year later, or maybe less, the new 
997 came out. Stopping in at Porsche of 
Nashua on my drive back from Boston, I 
stopped in and found a black launch car 
sitting in the lot. I was blown away with 
how much better it looked than the 996, 
and immediately thought of the 993. I 
asked to take a test drive. 
   The salesman, Dan, wanted to come 
along, but I also had my brother with me. 
So Dan stuff ed himself into the back seat, 
sideways, and off  we went. There are two 
things I remember about the test drive: hit-
ting 100 mph going north on 3 just before 
the dealer turn off , and entering into a de-
creasing radius turn carrying some speed 
with Dan in the back laughing nervously. 
I had not gone through any kind of DE 
training, so I am sure the handling of the 
car through this turn would make anyone 

nervous. I was smitten. I spent the next 
couple of days researching reviews, 
reading everything I could, and decided 
to purchase the car, without telling my 
wife Kay. She was none too pleased and 
it taught me a valuable lesson. 
   I started taking this car to NCR DE 
events and fell into the inevitable DE 
spiral: new GT3 seats, a roll bar that I put 
in myself, and a full harness system. The 
problem, I learned, was that this made 
the car basically a pain to drive off  the 
track. It was no longer a good street car 
and it was an okay track car. After about 
two years of DE events and the like, work 
became a greater focus and DE fell to the 
wayside. It would be many years before I 
came back into the fold. 
   My next car was a BMW M5. This was 
a stupid purchase on so many fronts. It 
was a beautiful car, but it had so many 
fl aws, the biggest being the seven-speed 
sequential gearbox they tried, claiming 
was a transmission. You 
could drive the car us-
ing the paddle shifting, 
which in traffi  c was a 
pain, or you could try 
out their auto gearshift 
mode, which frankly 
did not work. I think 
the basic underlying 
algorithm for shifting 
was, unless in reverse, 
engage the 7th gear as 
quickly as possible. It 
made a slush box look 
downright performance 
oriented. As I indicated, 
it was a stupid purchase 
on my part, and one I 
quickly left. 
   I think my favorite 
purchase was a 1976 
orange 911 track car 
with a 1979 3L motor. 
Pumpkin. This is the car 
in which I learned how 

Apples and Oranges
Love Aff air

Nick Shanny

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts
NEW LOCATION

Boulder Industrial Park
Building 10-A

(Behind Northern Equipment)
off Route 20 in North Oxford, MA

888-414-2287

to drive. Manual brakes, manual shift-
ing, manual steering, no computers, and 
nothing to prevent you from doing some-
thing really stupid. I had to learn how to 
drive to go fast on the track. 
   As I look back over all of the cars that I 
have owned, not all of which have been 
listed here, I have come to the conclusion 
that it is not just the car that I enjoy, but 
it is the chase or pursuit and all that goes 
into the acquisition. The research, the on-
line videos, the reviews, and the forums. 
I fi nd this aspect of the game to be the 
most interesting. Luckily, I am fi nding that 
this pursuit has been tempered over the 
past several years… sort of.

 I think my favorite purchase 
was a 1976 orange 911 track 
car with a 1979 3L motor. 
Pumpkin. 



Well, the NER DE season is over. My 
third year as Track Chair was an-
other exciting, fun year for me (no 

getting rid of me just yet!). The highlight of 
my season was being promoted to instruc-
tor at our May event. With Track Chair 
duties trumping completing instructor 
development it sometimes seemed to be 
taking forever for me to complete the in-
structor development program. Since then 
I’ve had a blast instructing and riding with 
several of our advanced drivers. I hope I’ve 
done well by all those I’ve ridden with. To 
those who asked me to ride with them and 
it didn’t work out for a variety of reasons, 

my apologies; let’s try again next year!
   NER’s fi nal DE for the season was at 
Thompson on September 26th–28th. 
The Thompson report written by Sterling 
Vincent, a Green run group driver who 
attended the event, is elsewhere in this 
issue. It’s nice to read a DE report written 
by someone other than me! I hope you 
all enjoy a fresh look at one of our events. 
The Thompson event was bracketed by 
NCR DEs at NHMS on September 9th–10th 
and October 9th–10th. So, three events 
comprising seven track days in the fi nal few 
weeks of our DE season… not bad!
   Now it’s time to strap in and work on next 
year’s DE schedule. We already have tenta-
tive dates for Mont-Tremblant, Watkins 
Glen International and Palmer. The DE 
Ground School will probably be in February 
again this year. Plans are in the works for 
NER and NCR to work harder on coordinat-
ing schedules, trying to spread the wealth 
of track days available to us a little bet-
ter. I’ll keep everyone posted as plans are 
fi nalized. We are also working with NCR to 
implement some instructor training during 

the off  season. We’re looking to bring 
in a pro driver/coach to work with our 
instructors and instructor candidates, 
providing them with tools that will make 
them better instructors yet.
   I’ve been reminding everyone about 
our DE rebate program in every column 
for the last few months — “Attend three 
or more of NER’s DE events and get a 
rebate at the end of the season.” Many 
of you have qualifi ed for a rebate and, 
though the season is over, the spread-
sheet isn’t quite done. I’ll report on the 
rebate program details next month.
   Thanks everyone for helping to make 

this another great DE season, and — 
Don’t Lift!
   Stan

Don’t Lift
Season Ender

“Attend three or more of NER’s 
DE events and get a rebate at 
the end of the season.” Many of 
you have qualifi ed for a rebate.

Stan Corbett
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59 Pond Street
Norwell MA 02061
877-PORSCHE
www.porschenorwell.com

John Ziedins

General Sales Manager
Direct: 781-261-5006

Cell: 781-789-5116
Fax: 781-871-2339

jziedins@porschenorwell.com
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Porsche of Norwell
75 Pond Street
Norwell  MA  02061
(877) PORSCHE
www.norwell.porschedealer.com

he Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.

Not for the faint of anything.

Like every car we've made, the GT3 began with a vision. A vision to create not only a pure sports car, but a
worthy heir to our racing legacy. With an enhanced 7-speed PDK transmission delivering a 50% reduction in
shift throw, and new, standard rear axle steering for greater stability at speed, the vision has been
undeniably realized. Whether experienced on the track or the street, the exhilaration of its driver is the same.
Felt in every instant response of the throttle. And every corner taken. Porsche. There is no substitute.

The new 2015 Porsche 911 GT3



2014 Calendar
At-A-Glance

November

8 - Biennial Auction
12 - Board Meeting
December

6 - Paul Russell Tour
10 - Board Meeting
January 2015

10- Annual Gala
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I’ll bet you didn’t know that bi-annual can mean either “once every two years” or “twice a year.”  
Confusing, eh?  But biennial only means “once every two years” and semi-annual only means 
“twice a year.”  Let’s agree that we won’t use “bi-annual” at all.  See what you learn by being a 

PCA member?
   Anyway, we have an auction every two years and it will take place in November of 2014 at the 
Natick VFW Hall (113 W. Central St. in Natick - same place where we had the State Police Offi  cer 
and Rob Siegel).
   The always entertaining Tom Tate will once again be our auctioneer.  And what will he be 
auctioning?  The stuff  you bring, of course.  You can either keep the proceeds or donate them to 
the club’s charity of choice:  Angel Flight NE.  What can you bring?  Well car stuff  is the best but 
pretty much anything is fair game (and amusing/unusual is really good).  It’s a pretty rowdy good 
time.  We will have snacks and a cash bar.  Afterwards some of us will convoy to Margaritas (725 
Cochituate Rd. Framingham) for lunch and tequila shots.  Sign up on our website please or direct 
questions to Bill Seymour (admin@porschenet.com).
   And to whet your interest, here’s the report from the 2012 event…
   “Our auctioneer, Tom Tate, came dressed in authentic red overalls similar to those worn by the 
Porsche factory workers. He kicked off  the usual humorous bidding with some compact tire pres-
sure gauges, being sold by, guess who, Tom himself. They were quickly grabbed for an amazingly 
great price by two bidders. Then followed some really nice collectible items that Jerry Pelegrino 
off ered. The fi rst was an original poster publicizing the 1962 U.S. Grand Prix at Watkins Glen, 
complete with pictures of some of the cars competing and a list of the drivers; a who’s who of 
that period of time. The next, another noteworthy poster, was a beautiful painting of a 356 plow-
ing thru a snow-covered road. Both pieces drew strong bids. On came other Porsche-related 
maintenance items: oil and air fi lters, some lowering springs, a front spoiler for a 996, a dozen or 
so hardcover books, and offi  cial Porsche calendars, complete with the desirable coin. A very nice 
993 was off ered for sale but there were no takers at this time. Our track chair had his tire trailer 
on the block too, but it was again a no go. Getting off  the car related bent, a box of fl orescent 
bulbs was off ered and they all sold; must be a shortage somewhere. As always, Tom egged on 
the audience to better their bids with his usual quick wit, which raised loads of laughter from the 
crowd, and higher bids. Sellers had the option of keeping the proceeds or donating the receipts 
to our charity Angel Flight NE, to which more than $100 was given.”

NER Biennial Auction

November 8th 11AM
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Twenty-two of Paul Russell’s clients’ cars have won 40 Best of Show honors since 1987.   They have generously off ered 
to let PCA-NER members tour their shop.   Many of us will go to Woodmans for lunch afterwards.   This is one of our premier 
events and it will sell out.  Whet your appetite by going to www.paulrussell.com then go to www.pcaner.motorsports.reg.

com to sign up. 

Tour at Paul Russell and Company

December 6th

Each year NER holds a Silent Auction to benefi t charity at its Annual Dinner. This year the Silent Auction will once again benefi t 
Angel Flight NE. As you know Angel Flight NE is an organization of private pilots who provide free fl ights to medical institu-
tions for patients and their families.

   If you can contribute something to be included in the Silent Auction, please contact Joyce Brinton at 
joyce.brinton@gmail.com. Some examples of popular items from past Auctions include: automotive products and services, art 
works, handmade craft items, books, wine/food baskets, various kinds of professional services, and coupons for all sorts of good-
ies. New ideas are always appreciated. If you have donated in the past, we hope you will again this year.
    Also wanted are volunteers to handle the “Pick up and Pay” at the end of the evening.

Gala Silent Auction Items Needed!
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Pegan Lane $9,800,000
EXCEPTIONAL ESTATE OPPORTUNITY: Stunning rarely available property, privately situated at the top of Pegan 
Hill in Dover and Natick, encompasses three magnificent parcels. The site offers expansive rolling meadows and woodlands 
with tremendous privacy and panoramic hilltop views that are extraordinarily unique for the Greater Boston area: Mount 
Monadnock in New Hampshire to the north and Blue Hills to the south. The property includes 193 Pegan Lane, 50 Pegan 
Lane and 40 Pegan Lane, totaling 46± acres. 25± acres are bound by conservation restrictions, with the remaining 21± acres 
unrestricted. The property is surrounded by permanently protected conservation land. Most of the developable portions of 
the offered parcels are cleared. This property is available as a magnificent single large estate; however individual offers will 
be accepted for 50 Pegan Lane and 40 Pegan Lane once there has been an accepted offer on 193 Pegan Lane. Experience the 
unrivaled elegance and beauty that defines Pegan Hill. 

Jill Boudreau
Premier Associate

International President’s Elite
Previews Property Specialist

Cell: (617) 460-3787

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this 

issues to their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, 
please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

Email: Jill@JillBoudreau.com
Jill.Boudreau@NEMoves.com
71 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02482

The Right Broker Does Make The Difference. Expect More.™

www.NewEnglandMoves.com
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Top Times Of Day

Sponsored by Autobahn Performance

AX#4: 

The Results



With perfect weather 
predicted and a nice 
turnout of 71 cars 
(including over 10 “fi rst 
evers”) the Cone Dodg-

ers had high hopes for a great fourth 
Autocross (September 20th at Ft. De-
vens).  But, unfortunately, the weather-
person lied, the timing gremlins chose 
to visit us and Scruff y had to avoid a 
trip down the rabbit hole.  So we had 
an OK, but not perfect, event.  Actu-
ally we shouldn’t complain about the 
weather as it didn’t rain and wasn’t that 
cold – it was only disappointment that 
it wasn’t a lovely sunny Fall day.  But the 
timing gremlins were more malicious as 
we kept swapping sensors and cables 
in an attempt to get consistent perfor-
mance and avoid frequent reruns.  De-
spite all this we got 9 runs and fi nished 
on time, so not awful.  Scuff y’s (Steve 
Lefebvre – our usual course designer 
and FTD winner) absence was the worst 
problem as he had a reoccurrence of a 
previous medical issue and was unable 
to come.  Justin Chen (with help from 
Ollie Lucier and Rob MacAlpine) made 
an interesting course and there were 
plenty of applicants for FTD – but we 
missed Scruff y and we will be happy 
when he makes our last autocross and 
party on October 4th.
   Back on the airstrip, let’s discuss 
Justin’s course.  It was the most techni-
cal course we have had in a while and 
rewarded precise driving (“go slow to 
go fast”).  It was not diffi  cult to fi nd 
the course, just diffi  cult to drive it well.  
And, for the fi rst time in my recollec-
tion, there was an optional slalom that 
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didn’t have a clear answer – there was 
great debate as to which entrance was 
faster.
   And so who adapted best?  Gee, FTD 
went to… Justin (“It’s the poor chef who 
doesn’t feed himself well”) Chen at 67.5.  
But not by much as he only beat Will 
Koscielny by 0.4 seconds.  This was a vic-
tory of Honda S2000 over Mazda Miata 
without Scruff y’s GT3 to defend Porsche 
honor.  Porsche FTD went to Mark Scala 
(in his 44 year old 914-6, with his 68.5 
barely edging out Ed Moschella (amazing 
drive in a Cayman R on street tires) with 
a 68.6.  Others in the exclusive “under 70” 
club included only Chris O’Hare (993 on 
race tires) and Akira Mochimaru (great 
drive in his 904 replica which he has 
fi nally got really working well).
   And udos for a very nice job and class 
win also to Bill Aubin with a 70.1 in a 944, 
Ollie Lucier with a 70.9 in his street tired 
(and tired looking) Boxster, Alan Davis 
with a 71.7 in his 997 and Aaron Walker 
with a 70.2 is his GT3.  And speaking of 
GT3’s, let’s note that 6 of our 71 drivers 
were in a GT3 (and we understand that 
there are two brand new GT3’s on order!).  
But you gotta love autocross where the 
914-6 and 944 beat all the shiny new, 
high priced models!
   Final note, our 10 newbies seemed to 
be very enthusiastic – they all did very 
well and are promising to come back 
(well, all but Richard Viard’s Dad who 
lives in Paris so we may not see him too 
often).  Autocross with the Northeast 
Region is always a nice blend of friendly 
long-timers with recent Porsche purchas-
ers who are putting a toe in the driving 
water.  One more event this season so 
come on down!
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Does Immersion Education Work? At The Racetrack?



Just like the immersion 
program my (our?) kids are 
enduring in French at the 
French American School 
of RI, I thought it might 

be interesting to see what track 
immersion felt like. Spending 20 
or so hours at Thompson Speed-
way over two days seemed like a 
worthy experiment. Can you learn 
that much more quickly when you 
keep at it for a while with an in-
structor by your side? I’m sure you 
can guess the answer. But what 
exactly do you learn when you are 
immersed in a racetrack?
   I think the fi rst thing I learned is 
whether I was prepared enough 
mentally and with supplies. Funny 
things to worry about versus 
speed and lap times and all that? 
Maybe. But I’m a fi rm believer in 
the principle that you can’t get 
max performance unless you 
are well cared for. Getting sleep 
before an exciting track day — or 
weekend in this case — is always 
challenging for me. Fatigue is a 
tough opponent for concentra-
tion. Hunger and dehydration are 
also very sneaky adversaries that 
can sap you of mental prowess 
long before you recognize their 
symptoms. You can’t be good if 
you don’t feel good. Sleep was ok. 
Water, check. Snacks, check. Track 
food is mostly garbage so I tried to 
pack some healthier options.
   I would be running with the 
Porsche Club of America Northeast 
Region (PCA NER) — also known 
by some as the Polishing Club of 
America... but track days seem to 
show a more functionally focused 
side of the PCA. Aesthetics are not 
the main concern and this crowd 
embraces some changes to their 
cars to let the motorsports side of 
a Porsche shine through a bit more 
clearly. This was my second track 
experience with the PCA so I knew 
a little of what to expect. The PCA 
are a very buttoned up and orderly 
group. They have their stuff  to-
gether and take it all quite serious-
ly, especially safety. You can have 
fun, but don’t get all crazy with 
them. Ever. You quickly notice that 
the average age is about 53 years 
old but often looks like 62. These 
are not the young, wild bucks. 

These are the old, big bucks. And 
by big bucks, I mean serious race 
machines that are well sorted with 
full sets of spares and tires, pulled 
in enclosed trailers by expensive 
SUVs. Not all of them roll this way, 
but enough for it to be considered 
an epidemic at this point. When the 
GT3 Cup cars and GT3 RS cars roll 
out, you know these folks are not 
messing around.
   Is it intimidating? Yes, until you get 
to know the people behind these 
things. They are often successful, 
high-strung people. But they are 
also genuine and predominantly 
very generous people. The biggest 
display of generosity is the fact that 
most of the highly serious players 
here are also instructors. In between 
checking their own tire pressures 
and fl uid levels, they are hopping 
into cars with their students and 
getting invested in their students’ 
success. This you don’t see every-
where.
   On arrival, I checked into the entry 
booth to sign some sort of track 
waiver and found one of the few 
empty spots in the paddock right 
near pit out. Figured I could keep 
an eye on things over there. As luck 
would have it, I parked next to a 
guy brand new to PCA track days, 
Alex, and he and I struck up a dialog 
and friendship as we navigated the 
next two days. We were both in the 
Green (beginner) run group and it 
was only my second PCA track day, 
so our experience levels were not 
far off  of each other. It is amazing 
how much even one track day does 
prepare you, though, so I was glad 
to share my nascent knowledge 
with Alex as best I could. He had 
gone to the offi  cial Porsche Driving 
School at Barber Motorsports Park. 
That sounds like an amazing experi-
ence for sure. Might need to update 
my bucket list a little.
   From our parking spot, we had a 
great view of the long straight and 
a short walk over to the paddock 
building. The morning starts off  
with registration and tech inspec-
tion. Despite all of the info about 
how this all needs to be done, 
someone actually didn’t get their 
car pre-tech’d! And we forgot to 
check in at registration! So, morn-
ing means cold tires and cold brains 
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all around. After the driver’s meeting 
(going over the track layout, pass-
ing zones, fl ags, etiquette, worker 
assignments, etc.) we had the novice 
meeting (more about the track, pass-
ing zones, fl ags, etiquette, some car 
dynamics). As you can tell, the PCA 
likes repetition to drill ideas into your 
head.
   We fi nally registered and then met 
up with our instructors. I had some e-
mail communications with my instruc-
tor, Mike, who was just returning from 
a motorcycle trip down to the Tail of 
the Dragon (!). He was in a white 944 
Turbo that he’s had since new and has 
slowly made it really, really quick with 
a sorted motor, great tires and sus-
pension, and phenomenal driving. We 
got familiar pretty quickly and got out 
on track for the fi rst run to get a base-
line. He hopped into the driver seat of 
my car to show me a few things about 
the track, and probably to get a sense 
of what my car expected of me. 
   After a few laps, we switched seats 
and I got my brain and tires up to 
temp. It became pretty clear almost 
immediately that the time and eff ort 
I’ve put into driver education this year 
paid dividends. Without really push-
ing much, I was constantly catching 
the other cars in the run group and 
most of my time was spent coasting 
around the track trying not to scare 
people, often in a big ’train‘ of cars. I 
remember that feeling from my fi rst 
trip to New Hampshire Motor Speed-
way (NHMS) in early 2013. Trying to 
learn to watch fl ags, and drive fast/
well, and watch out for cars behind 
you — it was way too much for my 
brain to handle all at once back then. 
I found watching the fl aggers con-
stantly fell off  my radar. And I had to 
let three or four cars by at a time. It 
gets easier with experience. 
   Mike was amazing and suggested 
that we move to Yellow (the next 
run group up) immediately. The run 
groups go from Green (beginner, 
instructed) to Yellow (advanced be-
ginner, instructed) to Blue (advanced 
beginner, solo, no instructor) to White 
(advanced, solo) to Black (expert). And 
Red is the instructor group — pretty 
much same as Black. With over 100 
cars at this event, there were roughly 
at least 20 cars in each group. That is 
quite a few cars on track at once — 
more than I’m used to on a shorter 

track like Thompson, for sure.
   The Yellow group was going out 
right after Green so I got some nearly 
back-to-back sessions right off  the 
bat. Yellow was far better. The pace 
was faster for one. Point-bys (where 
you stick your hand out the window 
to tell a car behind to pass you and 
on which side) were happening a bit 
more, although still a bit slowly and 
trains were developing. 
   Trains are dangerous on track, espe-
cially in instructed beginner groups, 
because everyone is somewhat new 
and behavior on track can be unpre-
dictable. Good point-bys prevent 
trains and should happen, especially 
with instructors in the cars as the 
instructors usually help point out fol-
lowing cars to their students. But ev-
eryone must have been very focused 
on learning the track and driving the 
cars over managing traffi  c.
   Eventually, the traffi  c eased up a bit. 
By the end of the day, fewer cars were 
on track and those that were moved 
fast or moved over well. It helped that 
the organizers pulled everyone in for 
an impromptu driver’s meeting in the 
afternoon to talk about — what else? 
— point-bys and trains! Green and 
Yellow/Blue were suff ering and there 
were some unhappy drivers. Some 
reminders about etiquette were well 
received and it showed.
   Where did I learn the most on the 
fi rst day? I actually learned the most 
riding with my instructor in his car. 
The grip his car generated and the 
pace he was able to carry around the 
track was inspiring. And his attitude 
was refreshing. He owed nothing on 
his car, having bought it new many 
years prior. He knows that car inside 
and out. He has made some changes 
for the track but doesn’t even have a 
roll cage in there yet. He isn’t chas-
ing the shiniest, fastest machine out 
there. He is focused on getting the 
most from what he has. And honestly, 
that is more impressive in many ways 
that seeing someone be super quick 
in a new 991 Cup car. You could see 
many a well set up 997 Carrera S, 944, 
older 911 and even an older Miata 
out on track absolutely ripping it 
up. Mostly because of the driver and 
some well-chosen car setup changes. 
   As for actual driving learnings, 
my instructor was taking lines on 
the track that were far more direct 
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through two turns in particular — 
Turn 5 under the bridge and Turn 
8 coming off  the oval. He stayed 
way left on both of those on entry 
and then braked very straight into 
the apex, then turned in. I still don’t 
think my car could even pull that 
off , but maybe he could do it in my 
car. Straight in at Turn 5 takes some 
major guts, as the walls are close 
there and there is not much runoff . 
We saw two crashes on that turn 
alone — real, hitting-the-barriers/
walls crashes. No injuries, thank-
fully, beyond bruised egos and bent 
sheet metal. Turn 5 got more intimi-
dating as the days went on and I 
found myself leaning toward a “slow 
in, fast out” approach there. 
   Mike also was very crisp and de-
liberate with turn-ins. You could see 
him really choose when to turn the 
wheel and how much pretty much 
during the braking process. It wasn’t 
brake, okay, turn, okay, accelerate. It 
was brake, brake/turn, turn/acceler-
ate, all the while looking precisely at 
where the transitions were. Hard to 
describe in words and even harder 
to get right on track.
   One thing I started to learn for 
myself is that the throttle is far 
from an on/off  switch on the track. 
Again, easier said than done, and 
something you hear often. It can 
be tough to realize how important 
this concept is on track. And what 
makes it especially hard to learn is 
that going into a corner you go off  
the throttle fast and onto the brakes 
hard where the throttle is an on/
off  switch in reality. It’s mid-corner 
and track out where throttle fi nesse 
comes into play. After you get off  
the brakes, you get back on the 
throttle but often not completely. 
It depends on how much grip you 
have and how long the corner plays 
out until you can get the wheel 
straight again. In between, you 
want to give it a variable amount of 
throttle. That part sounds intuitive, 
right? 
   Now add in Turn 11 which some 
may argue is more of a kink than a 
turn. Most cars don’t need to brake 
(as in hitting the brakes) for this 
one, but also can’t go fl at through it 
either. It’s a decent kink and some-
what off -camber too, so you slide 
off  track if you go in too hot. It’s also 

a super important turn to nail because 
it’s the last turn before the long front 
straight. Get it right and you can see 
a few extra mph at the far end. Get 
it wrong and you can’t get the mph 
back. 
   By luck, I found that my initial 
strategy through Turn 11 wasn’t so 
good. I was coming through 9 and 
10 pretty well and then giving a big 
lift going into 11 but getting back 
into the throttle hard just before the 
apex to get moving for the straight. 
I certainly couldn’t take Turn 11 fl at 
out or I’d slide off  the track before the 
straight. With the little crest that is just 
after Turn 11, you can get it wrong 
if you work at it. The crest certainly 
unweights your car and if your wheels 
are turned a lot, when you land at 90 
mph on the other side of the crest you 
may be headed for disaster. But it’s 
not as bad as the uphill at Lime Rock 
to be sure. 
   The improvement I found for Turn 11 
at the end of day 1 was to modulate 
the throttle more gingerly instead 
of lifting. I’d go to maybe 60 or 70 
percent throttle and carry that to the 
apex before going back to full throttle. 
The car stayed very poised all of a 
sudden and I could get to full throttle 
earlier instead of trying to catch the 
inevitable slide I formerly created with 
my ‘hard lift, then hard gas’ strategy. 
There was enough traffi  c and cars to 
pass on the straight that I don’t think 
I saw more than the 117 mph top 
speed I’ve seen before on the straight, 
but I’m pretty sure I’d beat it with clear 
track and deep braking into Turn 1. 
   Those were my big learning mo-
ments from day 1 that I wanted to 
bring into day 2 — that and some 
caution in Turn 5 having watched one 
Boxster spin into the wall of the oval 
in front of my instructor and hearing 
about a 944 crashing in almost the 
same spot. I was pretty tired after day 
1, mentally and physically. Standing in 
the sun all day took its toll as well. But 
I got some good rest that night and 
was ready for day 2.
   We began day 2 with the usual tech 
inspection (lug nuts, brake pads, ro-
tors) and the driver’s meeting where 
we once again stressed point-bys and 
preventing trains. We had another 
quick novice meeting. I expected a 
worker meeting, but that didn’t hap-
pen. Knowing I had to go work later 
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and didn’t know what I was doing 
was an interesting feeling... As I 
walked by Mike’s 944, he was work-
ing to fi re it up but it wouldn’t go. I 
popped over to see if all was okay 
and unfortunately she wouldn’t fi re 
up. We got to fi guring out what the 
problem might be. Motors need 
fuel, air, and spark and that’s about 
it, so we started with those. 
   Mike checked the fuel rail. It was 
okay. He checked the distributor 
and cleaned it. No visible issues 
other than it being a pain to get 
back together. Another 944 owner, 
Kevin, came by and suggested the 
DME relay. Mike had a spare and 
popped it in. Voila! She fi red up and 
was alive again. Mike missed his run 
group, unfortunately, but he was 
kind enough to hop into my car for 
my fi rst run. 
   I was trying to be consistent with 
my line, using all the track before 
the corner and sighting track out 
better. Getting my eyes up and to 
the apex and track out while brak-
ing on entry for turn — very tough 
for me to master, still. I also wanted 
to test my new throttle modulation 
skills some more. The fi rst session 
was for waking up the brain and 
heating the tires, but I wasn’t as 
focused as I’d like. I knew I’d have to 
try harder for the second and fi nal 
runs.
   As Mike and I talked waiting to 
head out for run 2, we saw a 944 
with lots of smoke coming out and 
limping around Turn 1. It looked 
bad. We all hoped he wasn’t dump-
ing oil onto the track because 
he just kept driving... all the way 
around... The car stayed track right 
all the way but now the whole track 
had oil on it and needed cleanup. 
They shut the track down and rolled 
the cleanup crew. That took a while. 
It would have been faster for all if 
the driver had parked the car off  the 
track and gotten a tow back to the 
pits. [The rest of the story: in fairness 
to the driver he pulled off  line and 
off  the track surface but was then 
directed to continue by the corner 
worker. He proceeded around the 
track staying off -line as much as pos-
sible. Stan Corbett, Track Chair]

   We fi nally got out for run 2 of the 
day.
   I got to my station to do my work 
assignment to fi nd Alex there look-
ing for his relief — me. He gave me 
a quick idea of what needed to be 
done to get cars on track safely and 
handed me a radio that wasn’t work-
ing. This was not a good situation. 
Luckily for me, Pierre, driver of a 997 
Turbo, also reported for his assign-
ment and knew what he was doing. 
We, by luck, got the radio to the right 
channel and he taught me how to 
respond to race control (“staging to 
race control... okay, we’ll release the 
cars”). We talked a bit and lost sight 
of the fact that race control never 
actually called to release the cars, 
just showed the green fl ag. But we 
got the cars out there safely. Luckily 
not too many pitted and wanted to 
get back out. 
   Eventually it was time for the fi nal 
run of the weekend. I managed a 
personal best time of 1:27.1, taking 
about 0.5 seconds off  my prior best. 
And that was without being focused 
on lap times at all so I should be in 
the 1:26s. It was interesting to see 
what good driving and a good line 
will do for times and really for track 
placement.
   Getting in the right place at the 
right time for a point-by really made 
a diff erence over the weekend. Turn 
in too late, track out too wide, and I 
was often out of position for the safe 
pass and had to wait. Late apex and 
get inside in the lead car’s mirrors 
and I often got the wave. There’s an 
extra strategy nugget specifi c to 
driver education for you.
   It was a great weekend and I have 
to thank my wonderful wife for 
taking the kids and allowing me to 
give this a try to see if two days are 
measurably better than one here 
and there. And thanks to the PCA for 
organizing these events. It’s a serious 
amount of work that they take very 
seriously. I make fun here and there, 
but these cars had serious pace and 
no one got hurt — a testament to 
their prowess in running a top-notch 
event with over 100 drivers.
   I already can’t wait to see what next 
season brings.
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More Photos by  Richard Viard
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The NER autocrossers ended 
their season on Saturday, 
October 4th. The fact that the 
Season Championship contests 
were all locked up, the threat 

of lousy weather and several members 
absent due to Jewish holidays held down 
attendance — we had fewer than 50 driv-
ers, our lowest attendance of the year. 
The weather, thankfully, wasn’t as bad as 

predicted. There was occasional light rain 
and plenty of drizzle, but we never got 
completely soaked. And the lack of grip 
made for plenty of exciting spins. 
   The day included two separate events: 
the morning had six runs, which counted 
as AX#5 and completed the Season Series. 
We thought all the season championships 
were settled, but there was one surprise: 
Jeremy Mazzariello had an off  day and 
his unprecedented fourth place fi nish 
allowed Bill Seymour to squeak past him 
by one point for the Class 5S title. Mark 
Dudek, driving Daniel Quaroni’s Boxster 

Spyder, had FTD at 73.3. The only others 
to break the 75 second barrier were 
(usual FTD winner) Steve (Scruff y) Lefeb-
vre, Alan Davis and Walter Lunsmann.
   In the afternoon we had a team event 
on a slightly modifi ed course. There 
was a lunch break so that teams could 
choose a team name and decide on 
strategy (riding with each other and 
coaching was the key to success). 
Scoring was as follows: each driver was 
given a handicap based on previous 
performance, and then teams of three 
or four drivers were formed. Each team 
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got six runs per driver, but a driver who was 
doing well could give some of his runs to 
a struggling teammate. Each driver’s best 
run time was reduced by subtracting his/
her handicap and then the team’s time was 
the average of all of its drivers. The weather 
played a role in this contest (cries the loser) 
with those driving last experiencing a much 
slipperier course. It also helped to have an 
inexperienced driver on your team, as they 
were still on an upward learning curve so 
did very well when handicapped based 
on previous results. Two of the best handi-
capped times were done by ’fi rst time ever‘ 
drivers Mark Feng and Haylee Milligan. And 
’not fi rst time but fi rst season‘ Robert Galejs 
had the lowest handicapped time of the 
day.
   The winning team was GWRB (we were 
sure there was a good joke in the name but 
it was just “Green, White, Red, Blue” — the 
colors of the four cars) that included Ed 
Moschella, Mark Feng, Walter Lunsmann 
(having a good day all around) and Neil 
Halbert. The best team name trophy was 

awarded (by me) to Lisa’s Pieces (thanks 
to Glenn Champagne for that one, but 
thanks to Adam Blauer for many of the 
other names).
   But that was not the end of the au-
tocross day — we still had the season-
ending party to look forward to. This 
was held at Markoh’s restaurant in 
downtown Ayer and featured a very 
nice buff et dinner preceded by quite 
fancy appetizers and followed by some 
speechifying in which the Season Series 
winners were recognized (and roasted) 
and thanks were off ered to all who made 
the season possible. Repeating the latter, 
thanks to…
   •  Autocross Registrar Dave Berman 
(aka “The First Mechanic” as partner of 
our region President, Kristin Larson) and 
Early Gate Lady Christine Skaubitis
   •  Our course builders Scruff y, Ollie 
Lucier, Justin Chen and Bill Aubin
   •  Our Tech Team of Georges Rouhart, 
Neil Halbert and George Skaubitis
   •  Soundmaster Ed Moschella and 

Lunch Lady Rosemary Driscoll
   •  And, last but never least, Chris 
Ryan who does everything else that 
needs to be done
   See you all next year!

Jim Stenberg
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2014 NER Auto Cross Results
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2006 Porsche Cayman S, 6sp manual, 51k miles, Sport chrono, BOSE, Heated seats, 
excellent condition, Seal Gray over Natural Brown interior $29995.00 

2007 Porsche 911 Targa 4, 6sp manual, 45k miles, fully serviced, very rare Targa! 19” 
wheels, $97k Original MSRP, $47995 

2006 Porsche 911 Carrera S Coupe, 6sp manual, 59k miles, factory navigation, dual 
power, Full leather heated seats, BOSE, Xenon lights, 19” wheels $41995.00 

2010 Porsche 911, Only 9815 Miles!!! 7sp PDK, Sport Chrono Plus, 19” wheels, BOSE, 
Color crests, Macadamia metallic over beige. Stunning car! $59995.00 

2007 Porsche Cayman, 5sp, 39k miles, BOSE, Xenon lights, Heated seats, 19” wheels with 
new tires, terrific condition, silver over black leather PRICE REDUCED to $27995.00 

Call Jason at 617-676-7000 
Kachel Motor Co. Inc. 

425 Canal St.  
Lawrence, MA 01840 
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error message about steering angle sensor 
(if you have messed with the suspension) 
you can reset it by turning the wheel all 
the way to the left, then all the way to the 
right, and then driving off .  My, aren’t these 
cars clever?
And there was a lot of socializing go-
ing on as well.  There’s plenty of room at 
Auto Engineering (6 lifts!) so if the topic 

Well, you see the itle so it 
was not surprising that the 
fi rst focus of this very in-
formative tech session was 
“how do I put my Porsche 

away for the winter?”  There were close to 
50 Nor’easters (have we ever settled on 
what to call a member of the Northeast 
Region of the PCA?) in attendance and 
Professor Justin Becker, proprietor of Auto 
Engineering, called the class into session.  
There were many questions and a lot of 
good advice, some of it pretty subtle.  
Examples…
• Don’t leave the window open since the 
electronics in the newer Porsches will not 
completely shut down if the window is 
open. 
• Use a fuel system, lubricant/cleaner/mois-
ture controller such as Stabil.
• Change your engine coolant if you haven’t 
done so in the last 5 years or so.
• Could be a good time to change the oil as 
well.
• Max the tire pressure.
• Leave the car in Neutral, DO NOT USE THE 
PARKING BRAKE.
• Strategically placed moth balls was 
suggested for repelling mice.  Be sure to 
tell your friends and signifi cant-others to 
stand away from the car when you turn the 
engine for the fi rst time – just in case you 
forget to remove the moth balls from the 
exhaust pipe. 
• Porsche off ers a battery charger that 
plugs into the cigarette lighter and a stan-
dard wall outlet. The wire is thin creating 
no issue for closing the door.  Plus the cord 
is reported to be a “mile” long.
Not all of those in attendance were go-
ing to store their cars so there was some 
discussion of that as well.  Suggestion:  a 
light coat of WD-40 on the underside of the 
car after hosing it down (don’t use a power 
washer) helps ward off  rust.  
And there were lots of discussions about 
other topics as well.  Justin did a great 
job of letting the conversation fl ow from 
attendees’ questions so that everyone left 
with some unique bits of knowledge.  For 
do-it-yourselfers he gave examples of OEM 
parts manufactured for Porsche that can be 
purchased for a fraction of the cost at auto-
parts stores (e.g., Mann cabin air fi lters) as 
opposed to those that absolutely, posi-
tively must be from Porsche. He brought 
a few cars into the garage so that specifi c 
questions could not only be addressed but 
demonstrated.  Bill’s example:  if you get an 

Porsche in 
Winter

By Bill Seymour with help from Jeff  Johnson 
and Glenn Champagne. Photos by Davis Pan.

under current discussion didn’t interest, you 
could always drift off  and catch up with your 
friends.  And there was food aplenty, from 
fancy baked goods and coff ee on arrival to 
nice sandwiches toward the end.  All in all a 
very nice way to spend a few hours as we see 
the driving season wind down.
Thanks to Justin and Rachel for putting on a 
great show and a great feed. 
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It all started in a very unlikely place. 
My girlfriend (at the time; now my 
fi ancée) told me that if I wanted to 
see the fi nal Harry Potter movies I 
must, repeat must, read the book! 

With a busy workload and long commute 
the suggestion was to listen to the book.
   As well as my 996 C4 cabriolet, I own a 
1996 Subaru WRX that functions as my 
winter car and alternate car when I need 
to have more trunk or passenger space. 
Both cars have radios fi tted with 6-disk 
CD changers and not much else. No sign 
of an aux port, USB or BT in either car. I 
also have had an iPhone for quite a while 
now since the 3G, and it has quickly be-
come my main repository of music on all 
of my travels. I no longer wanted to carry 
my CDs in the car and I sure did not want 
to have to burn CDs to listen to a story.
   I did some online research and very 
quickly found a very tidy solution for the 
WRX. Crutchfi eld has an online tool that 
spits out suggestions when you type 
in your car details. An Alpine unit that 
nicely replaces the stock double DIN 
unit, and supports everything you could 
think of, comes with a wiring loom and 
instructions for replacing the factory 
unit. Everything went smoothly and I was 
soon listening to Harry Potter plus all my 
favorite music and streaming stations as 
well. I was able to make calls and listen to 
music to my hearts content, almost.
   When I used the same online tool for 
Aussie (that’s my Porsche) it came up 
blank. I consulted the wider Internet, 
which led me to several forums, and 
there seemed to be a severe lack of op-
tions. How could I live with less in my 
beloved Porsche? I was not to be denied.
   After a lot more searching I found a so-
lution and I’d like to share my experience 
installing it, since the instructions don’t 
tell the whole story. I chose the iSimple 
Transzlt BLU HF (ISFM2351) device over 
other “wired” solutions for fl exibility (any 

BT device will work) as well as a far neater 
solution. This model supports phone calls 
as well as music streaming. You can get 
other models that are slightly cheaper but 
only stream music. A good source of infor-
mation is www.discountcarstereo.com.
   The device and the following instructions 
only apply to the Porsche Becker Traffi  c 
Pro, Mexico CD (7803, CC4325, CC4327, 
CD4337, CC4370), CDR-22, CR-220, CDR-
220, CDR30 (CQ-JX0770G), Monza radios 
with “AUX MENU” setting (NOT for CR-210, 
CDR-210, CD-R23, CD-R24).
   First tip: If you don’t have your radio code 
don’t attempt this till you do.
   If you have a remote CD changer, it will 
replace that. There is no known way to 
have your smart device (this works for An-
droid and IOS devices) and the CD changer 
connected at the same time. My model 
had a single CD slot inside the radio face so 
I still had the ability to play CDs on the rare 
occasion I still wanted to. For you audio-
philes or techno geeks, unfortunately the 
quality of the sound is slightly degraded 
because although the BT connection to 
your device is digital, the connection from 
the ISFM2351to your stereo is analog. 
You do not gain any features on the radio 
such as display of song playing or caller ID, 
unfortunately. Depending on which model 
you choose, you do get a single convenient 
button on the dash that lets you skip tracks 
and answer or hang-up calls.
   Lets start with what you will need.
   1. First and foremost you will need a pair 
of DIN keys that can be obtained for under 
$5 from Amazon. They look like this:

   
   2. You will also need (optional but it 
makes things easier) either a pair of nee-

dle-nose pliers or a smaller fl at screwdriver
   3. Regular sized Phillips-head screwdriver
   4. Cable ties to keep things neat as pos-
sible
   5. Insulation tape to tie up some unused 
connections
   6. Wire cutters or scissors
   7. A pair of regular pliers or, if you have it, 
a crimping tool and a strong hand
   8. Some patience

   Are you feeling daunted yet? Don’t de-
spair; the kit comes with a wiring loom so 
there is no soldering required. Just a little 
skill and my instructions will get the job 
done in less than 30 minutes.
   Step1: Removing the Radio
Insert the keys horizontally with the curved 
bit of the key facing toward the center. You 
may have to exert some pressure until you 
feel and hear a click. Once both left and 
right keys are inserted, pull. Depending 
on how tangled the existing wiring is, you 
may have to pause and reach behind the 
radio to free things up. If you can’t get your 
hand in behind the radio don’t despair; 
that is why I am writing this article — to 
spoon-feed you the knowledge I learned 
the hard way.
   Getting the keys out from the radio 
proved too hard for my fi ngers and fi nger-
nails. This is where you can use a small fl at 
screwdriver or the needle-nose pliers to 
push a blue looking tab on each side of the 
radio inward with one hand while extricat-
ing the key with the other. Repeat on the 
other side.
   Next, whether you think you need to 
or not, you are going to remove the A/C 
control panel. This will make your job im-
measurably easier.
   1. Just with your hands, gently start pull-
ing the fascia of the A/C control unit fi rst 
on one side and then on the other until 
it just pops off . It’s just a pressure fi t. You 
may also need to pop it off  with a small fl at 
screwdriver if it is too tight.

Adding New Life to a 
2002 Becker CDR220

Copy and Photos by Mark Shane
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   2. You should see two exposed Phillips-
head screws that you can remove.
   3. Gently pull the control unit forward 
until you see two connectors. Make a 
mental note of the position of each con-
nector (or write it down) since there are 
more positions than cables. The cables 
are color-coded too.
   4. Press the release tab of each connec-
tor and then gently wiggle them out one 
at a time.
   5. Remove the A/C control unit and, 
viola, the crown jewels are revealed! This 
is the part I learned the hard way. It gives 
you easy access to all the wiring without 
scratches and bruises.
   Step 2: Disconnecting the CD Changer
The instructions that came with the 
device indicated that you had to remove 
two connectors. A blue one and a green 
one. My unit had three connectors, the 
third being yellow. Remove these con-
nectors once again by pushing on the 
release tab and gently wiggling the con-
nectors out.
   At this point I assumed that I could 
leave all three connectors disconnected, 
since they were clipped together, and 
since the instructions described and 
showed using only the new blue con-
nector that came with the unit. Wrong! 
Again, this is where you can learn from 
my experience. Luckily, I tested things 
before putting everything back together, 
and everything appeared to work, but I 
had no sound. Not even from the radio. 
Long story short, that third yellow con-
nector needs to go back in. You need to 
separate it from the original blue and 
green ones by pushing on the tiny yellow 
tab with your fi ngers if they are small 
enough or use the small fl at screwdriver 
or the needle-nose pliers. Then recon-
nect the yellow connector in its original 
position.
   Step 3: Connecting all the Cables
Follow the instructions provided. The 
only challenge is that, if you chose the 
model that has phone support (that is 
you will be able to do hands free calling), 
you have to choose how you are going 
to run the cables for the microphone and 
the multipurpose button.
   Step 4: Where You Put the ISFM2351
After I had been using the system for a 
while, I noticed that in quiet places, or 
when no music was playing, there was 
an annoying buzz. I put up with it for 

a while but fi nally I removed the A/C 
control unit again and reached back and 
started moving the adaptor. It appears 
the cables to the A/C unit interfere with 
the analog part of the unit and so shift-
ing the cables and the box around made 
the buzz disappear almost completely, 
to the point where I am very happy with 
the solution.
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PCA authorized tech inspector

I Got a Letter!! 

I wanted to forward this little 
photo of my 18 month old 
granddaughter, Bethany, taking 
control of her Grandfather’s 911 
SC Porsche! We were cleaning 

around the garage and had moved the 
cars out.  Henry had left the drivers’ 
side door open and Bethany decided 
to “try it out”.  As you can see, she was 
very happy!
    Thought you would get a kick out 
of it.  It was on our cell phone, so we 
haven’t blown it up yet.
    Hope to see you soon – read your 
articles all the time and love following 
all the adventures.  We have been busy 
with grandchildren and working, but 
take the time to drive around the area 
with our little car!
 - Ann
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auto supply. Turns out that we were only a 
mile from a crossroads where Johnnie’s Part 
House was located. Bill and Chrissy went 
off  in the chase car while Jeff  and I watched 
the local cat climb in and out of the dump-
ster having a late lunch. 
   The oil pressure switch is sort of a uni-
versal part that lots of cars use including 
almost every VW ever built. I guess there 
were some VWs back in those woods 
because Johnnie had two and they bought 
them both. It went pretty quickly after we 
pulled the distributor to get at it.
   All the oil got wiped off  using a roll of 
paper towels (I’m not sure how they stayed 
dry in Bills car) and we were back on the 
road without much delay.
   We arrived at Fontana Resort before dark, 
after what seemed like a four-mile section 
of the Tail of the Dragon leading onto the 
property. A great workout after a 12-hour 
ride. There were 356s everywhere. We 
checked in, found our cabin and went back 
to the main lodge for some dinner.  

   

At registration the following morning we 
were given the schedule for the weekend 
and maps of the area with suggested 
Porsche routes to follow. We had all done 
the Tail of the Dragon last year so we 
decided to try the Cherohala Skyway which 
is a similar set of twisties, but starts in Rob-
insville, NC and runs across the tops of the 
mountains of the Cherokee National Forest 
in TN. The views are terrifi c and made the 
Dragon seem like driving in a tunnel.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 9
    One of the highlights of the gath-
ering was the photo opportunity at 
Fontana Dam, a short distance from 
the resort. Early on Saturday morning, 
over 110 Tubs gathered to drive over 
the dam that was built by the TVA 
back in the ‘40s. With the approval of 
the National Park Service, Homeland 
Security, and a bunch of local law 
enforcement departments, we were 
allowed to drive over the dam, turn 
around, start back and fi ll both nar-
row lanes of the 70-year-old struc-
ture. Standing near our cars a drone 
(hello, Homeland Security) made a few 
passes to take our picture as we all 
waved. There were Tubs as far as you 
could see in both directions.

 
 

On Fontana Dam
                                                                                      

Water on one side, a 200’ drop on the 

other.
    We rolled off  the dam to go explore 
some more of the surrounding area and 
listen for banjo music. Some of those 
Tennessee mountains were a lot higher 
than we expected as the accompanying 
photo shows. The elevation at the stop 
in the photo below was 5,390 feet above 
sea level, which is higher than anything in 
Mass by quite a margin.

Scenic overlook at 5,270 feet in the Ten-
nessee mountains.

   Lunchtime found us at Kat’s Deli in what 
passed for a biker’s bar, as lots of riders 
tour the area on their Harleys. Big road 
bikes outnumber the rice burners, many 
with small trailers behind.

Biker bar in the Tennessee mountains — 
Kat’s Deli.

The view from the Cherohala Skyway.
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Oil and Water  continued from page 13
That afternoon was the ‘car show ‘ dis-
play that we would call a Concours, but 
there were no judges — just members 
voting for the cars they liked best. Very 
low key, these mountain people. Over 
120 cars displayed in the resort fi eld as 
the sun set and the lights came on made 
for a great scene.

Field of dream cars.

   After a quick walk through an early 
morning swap meet on Sunday, we were 
back on the road heading north in great 
weather. The cool start for the day had 
a couple of us looking for our coats as 
Bill had decided to make the run back to 
Maryland with the top down to match 
my topless ride. Those leather gloves 
that I threw in the car at the last minute 
sure came in handy.

On the road again.

   We were doing just fi ne until Bill 
reported a noise in his transmission that 
he didn’t like. The bad news was that we 
couldn’t remove what we thought was a 
bad rear wheel bearing (we had a spare). 
The good news was that we weren’t that 
far beyond the 100-mile limit for AAA, so 
the white Tub reached Silver Spring on a 
fl atbed while we followed.

Looking for noises in a Walmart parking 
lot.

   After a good nights sleep the Mass. gang 
waited for the famous Beltway traffi  c to 
clear and then hit the pavement again for 
an uneventful ride home, the best kind. It 
was a great week with Blackie doing 2,250 
miles, getting 31 mpg and using two 
quarts of Mobile One. Can’t wait for the 
next road trip, maybe one with a little less 
rain. KTF

The Long and Winding Road -  continued from  
page 11

— then you should let a few go by so that 
you get a feel for the range of alternatives, 
even though by doing that you may have 
passed on the best choice.
   So, one of the fi rst cars I saw was a 914 
race car with a 2.8 liter VW Type 4 engine 
(170 hp) that weighs 1,700 pounds (I want 
a light car that I can tow with a mini-van) 
for $10,000. Better yet, he also had an 
aluminum trailer for $2,500 (screaming 
bargain). The car, unfortunately, was in 
Florida — but wait! If you buy now the 
seller will throw in a 1997 Mercury Moun-
taineer for only shipping and handling 
(actually, for whatever it would cost to 
fi x the brakes and power steering so that 
it could get back to Massachusetts from 
Florida). I conferred with Rosemario who 
agreed that it would be quite a goof to 
fl y to Florida, see some friends, and drive 
back in the Mountaineer pulling the 914 
on the nice aluminum trailer. Road trip!! 
But I stalled as I considered the Secretary 
Problem rule and soon got e-mail from the 
nice fellow in Florida saying that he had 
sold the car. Oh well. But it does seem that 
a 914 would off er the best chance of stay-
ing with a Porsche and meeting my other 
requirements. So I am currently looking at 
a couple of them. Stay tuned.

 The one that got away!

and mechanical things and then became 
enthralled by the awesomeness of tech-
nology. These eight-year-old twins and 
teenagers are wowed by seeing things 
we used to take for granted and they 
yawn at modern technology. In some 
ways, life has come full circle. 
   My experience seeing life through the 
eyes of a child was at a minimum amus-
ing, and at the other end of the spectrum 
very enlightening. I have spent more 
than a few hours looking at things with 
a slightly diff erent lens, especially cars. 
But, my plane to Europe awaits. I’ll need 
to save that content for another column. 
Sorry for the short piece this month. 
Hopefully after eight days in Eastern Eu-
rope, I will have more than enough mate-
rial for next month’s column. First I need 
to do a little research to see whether cars 
in Hungary and the Czech Republic have 
roll-up windows. 
   As always, drive safe.
   Mkerouac.pca@gmail.com



norwell.porschedealer.com
(877) PORSCHE
59 Pond Street | Norwell, MA 02061

“It takes a Village...Village Automotive Group”

If you’ve driven by lately, 
you know that construction is underway.
Luckily for you, that means space is at a premium and inventory must go!

Others available at similar savings!

Brand New 2013 911 Carrera
Aqua Blue/Gray

Save over $10,000!
MSRP $98,890 STK #3026-3

NOW $88,000

2008 911S Coupe
Race inspired performance that

stretches your purchasing power!

STK #5514
NOW $52,950

Brand New 2013 911 Cabriolet
Anthracite/Luxor

Save over $15,000!
MSRP $115,150 STK #P3036-3

NOW $99,903
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Marketplace For Sale 

2004 Porsche 996 GT3:  Black with black Euro GT3 leather seats.  Upgrades to suspension for street or track use.  Techquipment 
roll bar, 6 point harnesses, Race Technology Video 4 data with 2 HD cameras and Dash 3 display.  Excellent mechanical and cos-
metic condition.  Stock seats included.  23,800 miles.  $63,999  aredc4s@aol.com6175120547 (10/14)
CCW 14 wheels for 996 GT3 and others: Black fi nish with red pinstripe.  Fronts 18x9, rears 18x12 with Nitto NT-01 50% tread.  
There are 3 front and 3 rear wheels.  All are new this year in perfect condition.  New price is $775 each.  $3900 or best off er  
aredc4s@aol.com  6175120547 (10/14)
 Hoosier H2O rain tires:  Brand new.  2 front 225/40/18 and 2 rear 305/35/18.  Delivered price was $1600.  Asking  $1300 or best 
off er   aredc4s@aol.com  6175120547 (10/14)
Trailer capable of carrying 4 17 tires on Porsche wheels, lockable box, tire rack and attachment to towing ball. Custom made 
hitch will work on 986 and 996 models and newer ones with some modifi cation of the pickup points on rear bumper. Also comes 
with wiring to adapt to Porsche’s harness. Recent restoration of entire wiring on trailer. Asking $250 please email Steve at slr944@
aol.com or call at 508-653-1695  pictures on request. (10/14)
Original “Mag Bra” thick magnetic vinyl fi ts 986 & 996 models Protects about 2/3 of the front hood from road debris and tire 
“goobers” when used on track. Comes with carrying case $150. Note will not work on 987 or 997 due to aluminum hood on these 
models. Picture on request. Contact at slr944@aol.com or call 508-653-1695. (10/14)
Two Bridgestone RE050 Pole position tires in like new condition. OEM size for 986 & 996 models  225/45R17 91Y. Located in 
Natick will deliver a reasonable distance. $165 for both.  Contact at slr944@aol.com or call 508-653-1695. (10/14)
Car Trailer R&R 718cha Aluminum. Full bed aluminum duck tail open trailer EZ on/off . R&R 718CHA 2005. Spare tire, locks, elec-
tric brakes, tongue jack & stabilizers. Trailer is in great condition w/extras - tire rack, tool boxes and tongue box. Wide body car - no 
problem 82” between wheel boxes.  Located in Western Nassau, NY.  $3500 OBO. Contact Marc at 917 817 1127 or mefref@gmail.
com for additional information. (10/14)
996 Hood, currently arena red: The bad news, it has a slight dent. The good news; it’s free. You want it? Come get it.  vhy4167@
hotmail.com or 508.823.7614 (Ginny) (8/14)

      Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the 
NOR’EASTER does not constitute the 
endorsement by this publication or the 
Northeast Region of the products or 
services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER 
reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve 
for publication all advertising submitted.
   Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MAR-
KETPLACE  to the editor is no later than 
the 15th of each month to appear in the 
next issue of the magazine. Advertising 
Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit 
materials is free to members in this section 
of the publication. Ads will run for two 
months unless the editor is formally noti-
fi ed. To place your want ad send a note to 
the editor containing your copy. Please 
limit copy to a maximum of six lines. 
   Ads can be emailed to: aross@
porschenet.com.
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Elite Auto Repair, Inc. 
1587 Post Road 

Warwick, RI  02888 
eliteautori.com 

info@eliteautori.com 

401-736-8942 
Your Porsche Specialist 

RI’s only preferred installer of the  
LN Engineering IMS Retrofit Kits for Porsche 

lnengineering.com/installers.html 
 

Building Relationships for the road ahead 



President

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; 
Vice President - Administrative

Bill Seymour and Rosemary Driscoll
508-650-0720; admin@PorscheNet.com 
Vice President - Activities 

Nick Shanny
21 Endicott Street, Newton, MA 02461
617-852-1800; activities@PorscheNet.com
Treasurer

Michael Orsini: treasurer@PorscheNet.com
Secretary

Marcus Collins
16 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420
617 997 9145; secretary@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Dani Fleming and Marcus Collins
16 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420
617 997 9145; membership@PorscheNet.com
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
781-249-5091, aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Chris Mongeon
147 Fire Rd. #12, Lancaster, MA 01523
508-439-2315; c_mongeon1@hotmail.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross 

Bill Seymour
Admin@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
508-653-1695: PastPresident@PorscheNet.com 
Registration - Autocross

Dave Berman
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
781-223-4119:  Dh_berman@yahoo.com
Chair -Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
774-275-1621: stanley_corbett@msn.com
Registration - Driver Education

Mark Keefe
508-529-6127: TCReg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Ann Anderson
(617) 593-7545: Ann.Anderson819@gmail.com 
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Jerry Pellegrino
165 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760
508-651-1316; epe@epe.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Bob Kelliher
Zone 1 Representative

Jennifer Webb 
514-235-0157; jenniferbischoff @hotmail. com

NER Board of Directors
New Members

David Arpin 
East Greenwich, RI

Tom Conway 
Dover, MA

James  Cornell 
Boston, MA

John Dowdle 
Arlington, MA

James Fox 
Westwood, MA

David Geisinger 
Plymouth, MA

Teddy Geldmacher 
Duxbury, MA

Patrick Harris 
Providence, RI

Robert Jacobsen 
Rutland, MA

Martin Kelly  
Newton Ctr, MA

David Peak 
Weymouth, MA

Jay Podolsky 
Newton, MA

Lawrence Pratt
Falmouth, MA

Jon Rawstron 
Northboro, MA

When you are really ready to buy or sell, 
I’m available to make it really happen.

745 Boylston Street ∙ Boston, MA
617.962.0142 ∙ rcohen@bradvisors.com

Search all MLS Listings: www.robbcohen.com

Boston’s 
Property 

Expert CRS, ASR, 
ABR, CNE

Boston 
Distinctive Properties™

R o b b  C o h e n &  T e a m

President/Broker/Realtor®
#1 Independent Boston Broker Units Sold
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Quinlan Regan 
East Greenwich, RI

Paul Roscoe 
Newbury, MA

David  Sammartino 
East Greenwich, RI

Robert Shapiro 
Sudbury, MA

Stephen Smith 
Newton, MA

David Yuen 
Framingham, MA

Editors Note: Quite a few of you have written to ask about the lack of model that 
we used to print here. I know many of you enjoyed knowing what new Porsches 
had arrived in your town, but the truth is, Notional doesn’t report that to us any-
more with the New Members. So, I’m sorry they aren’t there, but we just don’t get 
the info anymore. 

 - Editor
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