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In This Issue...

We cover a LOT! It’s the biggest issue I’ve ever 
done. We have 2 reports on the Ramble, the 
Autocross School, Concours, and Sobo! April 

and May we’re busy, and we’re only getting started! 
   Four track dates promoted this month, and we still 
have one in September. Plus our neighbors to the 
North (NCR) have they’re own play schedule, chock 
full of fun things. You should check they’re site out 
too! 
   Speaking of sites - ours is starting to be downright 
spectacular. Sterling has stepped up, refreshed, and is 
keeping it fresh, and fun, and just damn interesting. 
Please stop by. www.porschenet.com and check it out. 
   If you haven’t, also fi nd us on FaceBook, and join the 
conversation. It’s members only. So if you’re not actu-
ally a member, you can’t join. 
   Enjoy your summer, and.....
   
   Hope to see you soon! Enjoy the issue!

I watch wrecks. I study them, break them 
down, frame by frame, I watch. IMSA, 
Indy, NASCAR, F1. I want to know, from 

every angle, what went wrong, and then I 
want the driver to tell me what he thinks 
went wrong. “I was too hot into that turn…
”“He didn’t leave me enough room…”
   I have watched Dempsey glide for what 
seemed like miles off  of Virginia Interna-
tional Raceway. He got into the grass in 
the rain, and it’s hard to stop a 1500-pound 
rocket in the wet. 
   DeMan, also at VIR, got 2 wheels into 
the grass, and tried to get back onto the 

raceway. He tripped the Boxster, and 
barrel rolled 5 times before the car fi nally 
stopped. He got out, sat on the curb and 
waited for help. 
   My friend Mike wants me to stop watch-
ing wrecks. “You focus too much on the 
wrecks,”he’d chastise me, “Focus on what 
they do right.”And I do. I watch the apex, 
the countdown of the numbers as Turner 
tears down the front straight at Lime Rock. 
Four hundred, three hundred.. When is 
he going to brake? Two hundred, and like 
clockwork or magic, as the drivers door 
fl ies by the huge number 2 on a stick, the 
brake lights come on, and the cars pivots 
into turn one. Every. Single. Time. 
   That’s how you have to do it right? Con-
sistent laps, hundreds of them, thousands 
even. One by one, turn by turn, and we 
can see them all in our heads. Namrow 
at Tremblant, the Esses at the Glen, the 
corkscrew at Laguna Seca. Brake, turn, 
gas. Hands straight on the uphill, smooth 
hands in the kink. 
   So how do we get it wrong? That’s what 
I want to know. And, it’s not so much the 
what did you DO wrong, it’s what you did 
wrong AFTER you did something wrong. 
Because, and pardon the vernacular here 

– shit happens – and it never seems to 
happen when you expect it. But you CAN 
plan for the unexpected. What do they 
say? If you fail to plan, you plan to fail? I 
get it, at anytime, anyplace, anything can 
go wrong. Then what do you do?
   Well, Dempsey turned the wheel. See, if 
he’d JUST kept his wheels straight, his 4 
minute tour through the beautiful, boun-
tiful nature known to us a VIR wouldn’t 
have happened. If DeMan once off , just 
stayed… off , he wouldn’t have that 
pretty awful memory stuck in his head. 
   When we learn to drive on a racetrack, 

we’re taught, by some, to know 
where the run off  is. “See that?”Jerry 
pointed me through turn 1 at the 
Glen, “Plenty of space if you blow 
this corner, just cruise on into it, and 
try to brake in a straight line.”“Do 
NOT turn off  of the turtles! Hands 
straight, eyes straight, til the end.”

   If you get a little lost, you should just 
have a plan to not make it exponentially 
worse. 
   I once watched a Ferrari driver, who I’m 
sorry, HAD to have fallen asleep at the 
wheel at the 24 Hours of LeMans, cut 
across the nose of Alan McNish for no 
reason. None. There wasn’t even a corner 
there. McNish spun into the wall, as his 
car shattered, and G*d love Audi engi-
neering, he walked away. 
   If you missed the Scott Dixon crash 
at Indy on Memorial Day, you missed 
one of the most spectacular displays of 
engineering I’ve ever seen, and Scott, 
was talking to the press 20 minutes later, 
clear as a bell. 
   In racing sometimes the planning is en-
gineering safety, from fenders to HANS 
devices. 
It’s all important, it’s all millisecond-by-
millisecond, and things can change just 
that fast. 
   The Buddhists assume change in 
everything, everyday. If you and I had 
met yesterday, and then parted, and 
met again the next day, I’m a diff erent 
person. I may have had 100 life chang-
ing events, stunning spectacular things! 

 See, if he’d JUST kept his wheels 
straight, his 4 minute tour through 
the beautiful, bountiful nature 
known to us a VIR wouldn’t have 
happened.

On the Edge
of New Lessons

Adrianne Ross

I got engaged, and won a new car. Maybe I 
also won the lottery, then bought a puppy! 
A LOT can happen in 12 hours believe me, 
and you would be diff erent too. The expec-
tation is that I am, that you are, and so, a 
new dynamic may be in the waiting. Always 
changing. Always. 
   That’s how I approach driving. There’s a 
plan on how I’m going to get it right, in my 
head, at the dentist’s offi  ce, while I’m sitting 
in traffi  c. I run the Glen in my head to relax. 
But the anything, anywhere, anytime runs 
through my head. I run through those sce-
narios too. It’s my nature to plan. Thankfully 
it’s what makes me good at the things I do. 
   So I watch, and I hear Mike chastising me 
in my head. But I also hear the voices of driv-
ing coaches, and one hundred other race 
car drivers in my head telling me how to get 

continued on page 51
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Ann and I recently returned from 
three weeks in Kauai, our favorite of 
the Hawaiian Islands, and as usual 

had a wonderful time. This time, unlike 
other visits, we participated in absolutely 
no activities except working on our tans, 
enjoying the scenery and dining out. To 
facilitate our enjoyment of the last two was 
our 2017 Chevrolet Chevelle rental car. OK, 
you ask, where is he going with this, he’s 
a Porsche guy? Well, much to my surprise, 
this cheap Chevy had many of the accou-
terments that my recently departed Audi 
RS5 featured and a couple that my new 

Macan GTS has. To wit, in-car wi-fi , Sirius 
XM, a reverse camera, auto shutoff /restart 
at traffi  c lights and in stop and go traffi  c (a 
gas saving feature that is initially unset-
tling). Not really earth shattering I guess, 
but impressive given that my expectation 
was a stripped down, basic Chevrolet 
sedan.
   Segueing, now into the latest and 
greatest of accouterments “Automatic 
Emergency Braking Systems.” For cars with 
this  “safety feature,” participation in DE 
events has become an issue at a number of 
automobile clubs including all regions of 
PCA. Alex Bell, PCA National DE Committee 
Chair, has undertaken the task of develop-
ing a national standard which can apply to 
this issue going forward. Currently, PCA’s 
position is as follows:
   “At this time it is not known how “Auto-
matic Emergency Braking Systems” will 
react at speed in the HPDE environment. 
For the safety of all participants, PCA has 
decided not to allow aff ected vehicles to 
run with our group at HPDE events unless 
the system can be and is turned off .  We 
have no doubt that this equipment is very 
helpful in street driving; however, we can-

not risk endangering drivers, instructors 
and their vehicles at our on-track driving 
schools.”
   We at NER are being a bit more strin-
gent and are not allowing cars with 
Automatic Emergency Braking Systems 
(AEBS) and/or Lane Keeping Assistance 
Systems (LKAS) whether they can be 
shut off  or not. Some types of electronic 
systems, Porsche PSM for example, 
engage even when shut off  if certain 
thresholds have been breached. Since 
we can’t know which cars and which 
AEBS and LKAS systems may include a 
similar override feature, we’ve chosen 
to exclude all such cars and our new 
DE Tech Form will require certifying 
that your vehicle does not have these 
systems.
   I have personal experience with an 
AEBS sustem in my aforementioned 
RS5. Daughter Sarah and I were pro-

ceeding south on Route 1 in the Saugus 
area in moderate traffi  c. “Out of the blue,” 
my Audi applied the brakes harshly, 
apparently concerned that I was closing 
too fast on the car in front of me (I wasn’t 
and the other car was signifi cantly ahead 
of me). It was startling, unnerving and, 
in my humble opinion dangerous. Once 
home, I poured through the owner’s 
manual until I learned how to defeat this 
“safety feature.” Can you imagine the 
chaos that might create at a DE event?
   NER hosted the Zone 1 Concours and 
Rally on May 6 and 7 and, in spite of the 
foul weather on Concours day, pulled off  
a very nice event. Our Zone 1 Rep, Mike 
Bryan fl ew down from Canada to attend 
the Concours and participate in the 
gimmick rally. Yours truly and our board 
of directors was able to meet with Mike 
and swap some ideas, suggestions, con-
cerns etc. with him as well as listen to his 
wisdom and counsel. He subsequently 
emailed his thanks to the organizers and 
planners of the event, to which I add my 
own - thank you, Bill Seymour, Tom Tate, 
and Charlie and Martha Dow for a job 

 We at NER are being a bit more 
stringent and are not allowing 
cars with Automatic Emergency 
Braking Systems (AEBS) and/or 
Lane Keeping Assistance Sys-
tems (LKAS)... 

continued on page 51

One Track Mind

Hope of Spring
Dick Anderson



Four Speeds & Drum Brakes

continued on page 50

Back in the day when Porsche started 
building cars they, like Germans ev-
erywhere, kept excellent records. The 

record of color, engine number, transmis-
sion number and even key numbers were 
written down, mostly by hand for each car 
that was assembled in Stuttgart, Germany. 
In the US cars were recorded on what 
factories referred as a build sheet but in 
Germany a company called Kardex AG sold 
a fi ling system to various companies using 
small 5” X 8” cards kept in a small metal fi le 
box. It looked a lot like the Dewey Decimal 
fi ling drawers found in libraries across 
America. Founded in 1892, they developed 

a lot of business products that we have all 
heard about over the years including the 
fi reproof safe (1903), electric typewriter 
(1925), calculating machine (1939), and 
the multi-head electric shaver (1939). Over 
the years it has just been referred to as the 
Kardex for each car.  Most also recorded 
the dealer who the car was shipped to, the 
record of the fi rst owner and in many cases 
any warranty or service done on the car. 
This system was used until 1969 and is the 
source of information for the Certifi cate of 
Authenticity  that Porsche provides to cur-
rent owners.  

  Privacy laws prevent Porsche from pro-
viding copies of the original Kardex but 
they have allowed owners to view the 
cards on the computer at the last three 
Rennsport Reunions. Having said that, 
there are ways to get the information 
and sometimes it provides quite a story.
   I had my Speedster for 25 years before 
I had a look at the original Kardex. I 
bought the car in Manchester NH and 
just assumed that it was delivered 
through Hoff man in NY who was the sole 
importer at the time. Turned out that the 
car was delivered to a US serviceman 
through an Italian dealer. Equipped with 
US equipment like speedo and sealed 
beam headlights it was driven for only 
a few months before it was shipped to 
Maryland. The fi rst owner was stationed 
in Washington DC and lived just one 
town over from where I attended Univ of 
Maryland in College Park, MD. I imagine 
that we were traveling the same roads at 
the same time back in the early ‘60’s.  
   My brother’s ’58 Speedster went to a 
US serviceman from Lexington Park, MD 
who picked it up in Salzburg, Austria. 
The Kardex shows some 18 diff erent op-
tion were on the car when new, the most 
ever for the low priced convertible, and a 
clock and radio were added later. Bill has 
lived in Silver Spring, MD only 2 hours 
away from the fi rst owners address, for 
the last 56 years. We moved there in 
1961 and you have to wonder how close 
he got to driving past that Tub before he 
bought it from the second owner in ’66.
   The last few years I have retrieved a few 
Kardexs for 356 owners and some, like 
the ones for our cars, had some amazing 
stories to tell.
   Last year a fellow from New Zealand 
emailed me to say that he had pur-
chased a 1958 356 cabriolet in CA and 
was doing a full restoration and was 
looking for any info that I could fi nd on 
the car.
                                                        

Now in her 80’s she had pur-
chased the Porsche while teach-
ing at the US Army school in 
Mannheim and driven it all over 
Europe. 

Connecting Cars

 
   I got a copy of the Kardex from my con-
tact and it had some amazing information 
on it. The car had been picked up at the 
Factory by a woman who was a teacher 
at the American Elementary school in 
Mannheim, Germany. That fact was written 
right on the Kardex.  She was also listed 
as a Miss and there was an address listed 
in Santa Ana, CA. With the wonders of 
Google I had a phone number in less than 
½ hour. Service records written on the Kar-
dex indicated that the car had remained in 
Germany for about four months.
   I dialed the number and she picked up 
the phone. I introduced myself and ex-
plained the reason for the call and she was 
thrilled. Now in her 80’s she had purchased 
the Porsche while teaching at the US Army 
school in Mannheim and driven it all over 
Europe. She had kept all the photos she 
took while in Europe that included her 
and the new Porsche standing in front of 
places like the Eiff el Tower in Paris  and 
castles in Switzerland.
   It was quite unusual for a single woman 
to purchase a Porsche back in the day, 
especially overseas. She explained that 
she wanted something sporty to replace 
a VW she was driving and was told that 
she could bring the car back to the states 
and make a profi t when it was sold. As 
a schoolteacher in the US she said she 

Tom Tate
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OK, so we’re now back to writing 
about “moving car events” (the 
job responsibility of your scribe 

who is VP Activities).  The weekend of 
May 6-7th saw the Zone 1 Concours and 
Rally come to NER-land (see article else-
where in this issue).  As an autocrosser, 
DE’er, tech sessionist and social attendee 
but never a concourser or rallyer I was 
poorly trained to be the local event chair 
for these activities.  (And why Concours 
falls under “moving car events” is a 
puzzle.)  But I learned quite a bit about 
how these things work and I met many 
nice folks who don’t run in the same PCA 
circles as me.  The gimmick rally was fun 

– driving through some pretty Boston 
suburbs looking for signs that would 
answer questions.  Charlie and Martha 
Dow did a great job setting it up.  I can 
imagine Rosemary (former LL) and me 
doing one in the future.  On the other 
hand, while I enjoyed looking at the cars 
prepared for the Concours, I don’t see 
myself entering one in the future.
   But I did get to the track – briefl y – in 
April.  Our winter project of installing a 
larger engine in the BMW E30 endurance 
racer took a little longer than hoped.  The 
trickiest part fl owed from the decision 
to remove all the stock wiring.  The new 
engine uses a programmable ECU and 
it took more than a couple of weekends 
before it recognized all the sensors and 
sent out all the appropriate signals.  We 
missed our fi rst race at Watkins Glen.  
When we fi nally got it to run and sent it 
to the dyno for tuning, it had fuel starva-
tion issues.  The gas tank is saddle shaped 
with the pickup at the bottom of one 
side but the fuel return line going into 

the other side.  Apparently on the track 
it sloshes around enough to keep both 
sides fi lled but on the dyno the pickup 
side was being drained faster than it was 
replenished.  Weird.  But that issue was 
solved, the car did its dyno thing and we 
were off  to Palmer for its maiden run.  
Chip took it out fi rst (fortunately as I’m 
not sure I would have been so astute) 
and immediately noticed that we lost 
oil pressure on left hand turns (and with 
a counter clock-wise track that’s most 
of them).  We tried adding oil but to no 
avail – going straight or turning right the 
oil pressure was 60lb+ but as soon as 
you turned the wheel to the left it would 

drop as low 15.  No good.  Back to the 
shop it went and removing the oil pan 
revealed that the windage tray/baffl  es 
had not been installed.  The red-faced 
engine builder shipped us the needed 
parts and we went to a Palmer lapping 
day for a re-test.  All good.

   So we were set for our fi rst race at New 
Jersey Motorsports Park but disaster be-
fell:  Chip hurt his back.  We were already 
worried about having only 4 drivers for 
two 9 hour races so we recruited two 
more drivers:  NER/NCR buddy Damon 
Josz and Kristin Larson’s brother Scott 
Townsend.  After the miserable slog 
through NY and NJ (why are there so 
many confusing routes to get past NYC?) 
we got to Millville in time to unload 
the trailer and get dinner at Longhorn 
Steakhouse (TripAdvisor rated #2 res-
taurant in Millville! – they 
boast of “Craft on Draft” 
and list these four beers:  
Miller Light, Bud Lite, Blue 
Moon and Sam’s Sea-
sonal.  (The Lunch Lady 
would sue).  Friday morn-
ing we went through 
tech and let Damon and 
Scott have a few laps as 
they had not been at this 
track.  Friday afternoon 

The Long and Winding Road

Loosing Friends

So we were set for our fi rst race at 
New Jersey Motorsports Park but 
disaster befell:  Chip hurt his back.  

each driver was to run 5 laps which would 
then be used to place us in a class.  The 
American Endurance Racing series format 
puts cars in 5 classes based on similar lap 
times and then you compete against the 
other cars in your class for a 9 hour race on 
each of Saturday and Sunday.  (They claim 
that they are able to detect and correct 
for those who sand-bag in qualifying but 
that did not seem to be the case.)  Things 
were going OK until Scott reported that 
1st and 2nd gear had gone missing.  While 
we checked shift linkages and made calls 
it was also noted that the front brake pads 
were way too thin (Team Jamaican Bakin’ 
was better organized when our name was 
still named Team Jamaican Bacon).  With 
new brake pads installed but no transmis-
sion solution, we concluded that the miss-
ing gears were not needed in a race so why 
not press on?  (OK, here’s a reason:  the car 
doesn’t idle well and stalls easily so getting 
off  the grid quickly in 3rd gear was near 
impossible.  What, me worry?)  
   We were placed in Class 3 (there are fi ve 
classes) which included 19 out of the total 
of 54 racers.  The fastest lap times for each 
car (during the actual races – never mind 
what the sand-baggers ran in practice) 
ranged from a best of 1:28 down to about 
1:45 for the slowest cars.  The fast cars 

Bill Seymour

continued on page 52
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continued on page 48

Alan Donkin

Due to unfortunate timing and 
work commitments, I’m currently 
running behind and will hopefully 

catch up to with more timely updates in 
the near future.  Our April board meeting 
was hosted by yours truly and I chose to 
do it at one of our fi ne local and at one 
time historic venues (the former Sit’n 
Bull Tavern), now the River Rock Grill in 
Maynard, Massachusetts..   Other attend-
ing board and chair members were Bill 
Seymour, Dick Anderson, Adrianne Ross, 
Stan Corbett, Robert Jacobsen, Sterling 
Vernon, and myself.  Board members 
Glenn Champagne and Kristin Larson 
unfortunately, could not attend.  The 
meeting was brought to order at 7:28PM, 
Thursday the 20th of April.
   Stan started off  with this season’s DE 
updates.  The Mont-Tremblant event 
has been sold out as of March 23’rd and 
the events at Palmer, and Watkins Glen 
are fi lling up quickly.  There are a few 
openings still available at Calabogie and 
Thompson at this writing.  Justin Becker 
of South Shore Autoworks has agreed 
to sponsor the Thompson DE and one 
of the Palmer events, and Tim Kachel 
of Kachel Motor Co. has also off ered to 
sponsor a Palmer DE.  Jerry Pellegrino of 
European Performance Engineering will 
sponsor both the event and the dinner 
at Watkins Glen this year.  A huge thanks 
goes out to these folks that have helped 
out the club so much with their sponsor-
ships.  Our recent DE instructors school 
presented by Ross Bentley was a sell out!
   Bill gave us updates on club activi-
ties including information about the 
upcoming Ramble from Dennis Fried-
man where registrations are currently 
hovering around 150 cars.  We have 
fi lled the Equinox and a few folks will be 
staying at our overfl ow location close by.  
While in Vermont, we are off ering a “Land 
Rover Off  Road Experience” with a 10% 
discount for PCA participants run out of 
The Equinox, and a 15% discount on spa 

services for all Ramblers.  As Dennis has 
put so much time and eff ort into this 
event, he’s asking others (please step 
up here, anyone?) in our membership 
to volunteer with organizing one or two 
of our smaller, seasonal NER tours.  The 
Upper Canada Region has had good 
success running a variety of 10-15 car 
tours, and we think that some of our 
members might be advised to using that 
model and might be interested in taking 
on such an event.  Dennis is willing to 
make himself available to help anyone 
get started by providing a directions 
template and serving as a reference to 
answer questions.  Hopefully, this would 
enable us to off er more social/driv-
ing events to our members across the 
region.
   Bill presented news about the  Au-
tocross committee putting the fi nal 
touches on plans for the AX school on 
May 7th.  There will be a committee 
planning meeting at the Billiards Cafe 
on April 23rd after George Skaubitis 
Memorial Service.  We will certainly miss 
George and can only hope that his wife, 
partner, and soulmate Christine will re-
turn to join her friends at AX. There is an 
NCR AX on that day and the schedule of 
events will be altered to allow people to 
attend George’s service.  The AX timing 
equipment was tested successfully using 
the “new” Windows 7 laptop donated 
by Jeff  Johnson and cleaned up by Nick 
Durham so we now have a new laptop 
at no cost to the club.  Some of the AX 
regulars are working with DE folks on a 
plan to run a car control clinic (i.e. a set 
of AX exercises similar to what we pres-
ent at the AX school each year) on Friday, 
May 26th at the DE event at Thompson 
Speedway.
   Bill then updated us on the Zone 1 
Concours and Rally.  Visiting, before the 
big event, was Murray Kane, the Zone 
1 event co-Chair from Northern New 
Jersey Region who met with Bill Sey-

mour to visit the venue, Prowse Farm in 
Canton.  They met with our own Tom Tate 
who volunteered as chair to the Concours.  
They also met with the function manager 
at the Hilton where overnight lodging for 
the event has been arranged.   Bill placed 
himself in charge of selecting beers for the 
cash bar while Tom and Murray worked 
out the Concours details.  The bad news is 
that Charlie Dow is ill and has begged out 
of Sunday’s rally.  Charlie has done layout 
and has transferred that information to Bill.  
Jeff  MacFayden (other Zone 1 Event co-
Chair, Murray’s buddy and also from NNJR) 

Happy PCA Anniversary!

TEN YEARS

Mark D. Ballard
Catherine M. Norek
John  Voyta
John  Blaser
David P. Cushing
Joseph E. Martella
Roger E. Finck

FIVE YEARS

Christopher E. Blake
Gregory D. Kirby
Chris  Manos
Greg  Schmeichel
Kathleen R. Malmborg
Charles S. Palmisano
Michael  Meyer
David  Rothkopf
Adam  Blauer

FORTY-FIVE YEARS

William T. Currie

FORTY YEARS

Robert J. Burg

THIRTY YEARS

Robert L. Cohen

TWENTY YEARS

Gregory R. Lloyd
Arthur G. Caputo
David L. Ilsley

FIFTEEN YEARS

William  Theriault
Kurt L. Smith
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For those of us who seek an inner 
peace, a balance of yin and yang, 
in harmony with the natural and 

spiritual world, may practice yoga, 
meditation, Tai Chi, or martial arts such 
as Aikido and Hapkido.  Those of us who 
take a more western path, may choose 
the solitude of a mountain top, serenity 
of a forest, lake, stream, or the peace and 
tranquility of island beaches.
   Even some professionals seek an inner 
peace in preparation of their work. Some 
chefs enjoy the preparation of their “mis 
en place”.  Some of you weekend warrior 
mechanics may clear the garage or work 
area of all that is unnecessary to perform 

the task.  Tools organized by type and 
size, separated on individual towels or 
mats, placed in close proximity, to ef-
fectuate focus.
   Then, there’s the auto detailers.
   For these folks, it is as much about the 
journey as it is the destination.
   It turns out that there are hundreds of 
videos on auto detailing. Google “auto 
detailing” and count the pages. Some 
videos run for nearly an hour.  How many 
of you spend one hour cleaning your 
car?  
   Some of you are really into this.  I know 
some members who truly fi nd detail-
ing to be a great way to clear the head, 
relieve stress, and almost as a byproduct, 
get the car looking great.  
   What we bought me to write a column 
on this subject?  The Zone 1 Concours.
   Here it is, the Zone 1 Concours event, 
cars coming in from as far away as New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania to compete.  
But happens on the day of judging?  It 
rains.  How do you run a Concours in the 
rain?  You move it inside! Much kudos to 

Bill Seymour and Tom Tate for the out-
standing parking garage backup plan.
   But what really caught my eye was the 
passion of those dedicated souls working 
in adverse conditions. Washing a car in 
the rain – that’s dedication.  One of these 
brave rain car washers, told me that he 
really wanted to win and just enjoys de-
tailing the car.  In his case, a beautiful 911 
GTS. He doesn’t track, autocross, rarely 
attends social events, just loves detailing 
and car shows.  
   About 10 years ago, I asked a Zone 1 
winner, “how many hours did you spend 
cleaning your car?”  His answer – 40. 
That’s when I learned Concours was not 
for me.  My quest for inner peace will 
take another path.  One that has roads.
   
   As always, check 
the Events page on 
Porschenet.com for 
the most current 
information on all 
club events!
   

As always, check the Events 
page on Porschenet.com for the 
most current information on all 
club events!

Word on the Street
Zen and the Art of Auto Detailing

Glenn Champagne
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Can a car passion ever resemble a 
horror movie? I imagine it might 
for some. But for me it’s more of a 

suspenseful thriller. I’m the automotive 
equivalent of Hitchcock’s Jeff  Jeff eries 
always peering through the rear window 
out Lars Thorwald mysteriously dragging 
his drunk, wondering what is currently 
happening behind the scenes, hoping 
I don’t misinterpret the bits and pieces 
of information I’ve slowly trained my 
eyes and ears to acquire. Jeff ’s aim to be 
vigilant and prevent tragedy is certainly 
familiar to any old car owner. You know 
who you are. We all must keep in mind 
the comings and goings of our vehicles 
to maintain a macro view of what routine 

maintenance to expect. But we also need 
to be observant of the minutiae, the little 
noises and scents that provide early clues 
that a change is afoot. It’s a long, beauti-
ful suspense story that we get to live and 
breathe. Not sure I’d have it any other 
way. It sells at the cinema. And it sells me 
in my garage.
   There are a few kinds of automotive 
“suspense.” There is the constant vigi-
lance, sure. But there is also the actual 
suspension of the car - the bits that keep 
the chassis off  the road. And there is also 
another surprising suspension point that 
I learned about recently - the seats.
   To get a bit more used to the “race car” 
feeling, last summer I decided to put a 
race seat into my 944 NA that I use daily. I 
found a nice black seat online with some 
red and blue Martini-esque stripes on 
it that would look perfect. After calling 
to verify the availability of the color and 
model, I ordered and waited. The seat 
arrived. It was that hideous tuner-garish 
blue with white stripes. Gotta love online 

parts ordering. I contemplated the idea 
of shipping it back and haggling for a 
replacement. It just wasn’t worth the 
eff ort. Into the car, it went. The fi t was 
good, at least. I quickly developed a new 
profi ciency in understanding the bolts 
and sliders that hold seats to the fl oor 
of the car. In my old 944, one of the seat 
belt mount points can either be on the 
transmission tunnel or it can get bolted 
in between the fl oor of the car and the 
seat slider. Details like these seem to 
change between the pre-85.5 944’s and 
the later models. There are a surprising 
number of picky details in these cars 
over the years.

Loose Nut Behind the Wheel

Suspense is Killing Me

  There are a few kinds of automo-
tive “suspense.” There is the constant 
vigilance, sure. But there is also the 
actual suspension of the car - 

Sterling Vernon
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By the time you read this, our fi rst 
two Northeast Driver Education 
events will have come and gone. 

Hard to believe, really? It seems like it 
was just yesterday that we fi nished up 
at Palmer last fall. Now, don’t get me 
wrong that I’m pining away for winter, 
snow, sleet and freezing cold – but 
rather, simply stating how quickly 
time passes from one season to the 
next! And for me, I’m thrilled to be 
looking forward to meeting so many 
new novice and instructed drivers 
at our fi rst Thompson event in a few 
days, where we welcome new DE 
participants into this sport.

   Behind the scenes, there are some 
new things the NER Driver Education 
Team has been wrestling with lately as 
well. One of them has to do with the 
progress of car technology, and more 
specifi cally, automatic collision con-
trol measures built into some of the 
newest model cars. For the most part, 
this isn’t a problem with Porsche’s 
newest line up, but rather, other 
manufacturers who have headed 
down that road. The diffi  cult part for 
any Driver Education program are to 
make decisions based on the safety of 
the individual cars and other cars on 
the track at the same time, and where 
NER invites and allows other brands 
to our Driver Education events, so 
we’ve adopted the current require-
ment that if the car has collision or 
lane avoidance systems installed into 
the computerized safety system, we 
won’t allow them on the track. This 

may change once we understand how 
these systems are implemented and 
might act in an HPDE environment, but 
for now, we’d rather err on the side of 
caution.
   The above comments really beg the 
question where Driver Education is 
headed in the future? I look at the past 
nearly 30 years when I fi rst became 
involved – and the cars have become 
increasing more complex with built 
in systems which assist the driver in 
maintaining ultimate control. “Back in 
the day” (don’t I sound REALLY OLD?!?! 
;) ), we’d use the rotation of the car to 
assist in turn-in, or work on threshold 

braking or even throttle steer though 
a set of esses. There was no “auto-blip” 
to match engine revs back then – and 
if you couldn’t “heel-toe” with some 
degree of profi ciency, then you were 
at a huge disadvantage. Given the 
core technology engineered into the 
cars today, many of these are becom-
ing a “lost art” of driving ability. And 

too, there is something “poetic” about 
watching a really great driver at work 
– who has to manually pilot their car 
around the track.
   So, here is a challenge to think about – 
regardless of ability or run group. Think 
about bringing that “old car” to the track 
for a DE. Really… Have  a Maita kicking 
around the garage? Great! Get it teched 
and bring it! Have an early 911 – or 914 
– or 924 – or..  Same thing. You see, in 
my world – it’s NOT how fast you go, but 
rather, “How You Go Fast”. To that end, 
too often I think we depend too much 
on the technology rather than driver 
practice and ability. Sure – it’s fun to go 
fast, but think about it? Are you fast? Or 
rather, is the car “fast”? Hmmm..  For me, 
as many of you know, I really look for 
drivers who drive “slow cars fast” – those 
early 911s, 964s, 914s, 924s, Miatas, E-30 
BMWs, etc. – as they have to learn the 
basics and work within the envelope. 

Think about bringing that “old 
car” to the track for a DE. Really… 
Have  a Maita kicking around the 
garage? Great! Get it teched and 
bring it! Have an early 911 – or 914 
– or 924 – or..  Same thing. 

This is a “Driver Education” event, after all.
   So, here’s where I’m headed with all 
this…  If you are in your car, and the lights 
are fl ashing with over-rides and adjust-
ments – the car is taking over for you. Back 
it down, and fi gure out what’s happening. 
As well, fi nd an instructor to go out with 
you to observe what your car is telling you. 
If you do – I promise – you’ll be a better 
driver for it, and any Instructor would be 
delighted to help you along the way. 
   Well, those are my rambles for this month 
– thanks for reading along! I hope between 
when I’m writing this (in May) and my next 
“rambles” (my June article) that many of 
us have met at the track. And too – don’t 
be bashful – ask any Instructor along for 
a ride. Just tell them “John asked me to 
ask you to come along…”  as heck, I get 
blamed for everything already! ;)
   See you at an NER DE in the future!
   

Off Line
This is Driver’s Education

John Dunkle



PG. 14 N O R E A S T E R

2017 Calendar
At-A-Glance

June

9-11 NER DE Palmer
11 -  NCR AX 2
14 - Board Meeting
26 - NCR DE LRP
July

8 - NER AX 2
12 - Board Meeting
14-16 NER DE Mt Tremblant 
18-20 NER DE Calabogie
29 - NER AX 3
30 - NCR AX 3
August

9 - Board Meeting
11-13 NER DE WGI
13 - NER AX 4
20 NCR DE NHMS
September

2 - NCR AX 4
13 - Board Meeting
16-17 - ZONE 1 AX
22-24 NER DE Palmer
30 - NCR AX 5
October

11 - Board Meeting
14 - NER AX 5
November

15 - Board Meeting
December 

13 - Board Meeting

Cars and Coff ee

June 17th 8:00 AM

Our second Cars & Coff ee of the 2017 season brings us to central Massachusetts 
on Saturday June 17th to:

Lalajava
290 West Main Street
Northborough, MA 01532
8:00AM – 10:00AM
PH 508-393-7625
www.lalajava.com
 
Weather permitting.  Check back for updates.
Contact Robert Jacobsen for more information at: rjacobsen@assebetadvisors.com
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The  NER Autocross Season continues with its fi rst event of the 2017 Series on Saturday July 8th   at Moore Airfi eld at Fort 
Devens. Now that summer is fi rmly upon us, the track should be warm enough to get those tires nice and sticky …   
   Autocross is a safe and accessible introduction to motor sports and a fantastic way to improve on your driving skills.  Also, 

unlike Driver Education, it is a competitive event:  you compete against similar cars by individual timing.  So the entrants at our 
autocross events are a dynamic mix of novices, possibly prepping for going to the track, and veterans who view autocross as their 
main motor sport.  Note that novices can always count on help from the veterans and no one takes it so seriously that it interferes 
with the spirit of camaraderie.  (Well, OK, some people do take it pretty seriously – but they’re still nice!)
   Depending on the crowd size, we’ll try and get 12 (record is 14) individually timed runs and be eligible for awards.  Trophies will 
be awarded to the top three drivers in each class  that you can use for bench-race bragging rights.  

Registration opens on June 8th at pcaner.motorsportreg.com. You must sign up online by midnight, Wednesday July 5th .
   The gates open at 7 and check in ends at 8.  Participants are encouraged to arrive no later than 7:30 to allow plenty of time for 
check in and car prep for tech inspection.  Also make sure you bring adequate clothing for any weather be it hot, cold or wet. 
Lunch is off ered for a nominal fee or you can bring your own picnic style eats. We will take a 20 minute lunch break between the 
morning and afternoon heats. Water and sodas are always provided throughout the day free of charge. 
   You will be required to perform a work function during the day as part of the event. And you must stay for the whole day, which 
could last until 5pm.
   The cost for the day is $50 for members, $60 for non-members. 
   Teenage children of PCA members who are under 18 but have a full license (not a learner’s permit) are able to participate via the 
PCA Junior Participation program.  This requires that a waiver be signed by both parents and one parent must attend the event.  
Contact the Registrar for further details.
   We look forward to seeing you at this event.  Questions:  contact AX Chair Chris Ryan (autocrosschair@porschenet.com).  For 
registration information, contact the AX Registrar Jeff  Johnson (autocrossreg@porschenet.com).    
   Directions to Fort Devens:  The event will be at Moore Airfi eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base. The 
Google maps address is 91 Fitchburg Rd. Ayer MA.     From Rte128 or I-495: Take Route 2 West. Take Exit 38B (Route 111 North) for 
2 miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer.  Follow Route 2A bearing left 
at the fork by Tiny’s Restaurant. Continue past the Shop & Save market on your left - the entrance gate will be on your left just after 
the railroad tracks with a sign reading “State Police Driver Training”. Enter through the main gate, look for the “Autocross” sign and 
bear left up the hill to get to the airfi eld. At the top of the hill there will be someone to check you in, have you sign the PCA waiver 
sheet, and greet you with instructions. Please be prepared to show your driver’s license and PCA Membership card.

2017 NER Auto Cross #2

Saturday July 8th

Sponsored by..
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NER Driver Education at Palmer Motorsports Park 

June 9th, 10th, 11th

This is our fi rst of two events at Palmer in 2017. PMP Whiskey Hill Raceway is 2.3 miles long, 40-feet wide, and has over 190 feet 
of elevation change. Designed by grassroot racers and professional track designers and carved out of Whiskey Hill granite 
the road course is a 14-turn rollercoaster ride around a scenic and secluded alpine wilderness.

   Friday June 9th is an Advanced Day for advanced drivers and instructors only (White, Black and Red run groups). Saturday and 
Sunday is open to all drivers.
   Sound Limits: The sound limit is 95 decibels on the A scale, as measured at 50 feet from the track edge by track management. 
Vehicles in violation will not be allowed to continue use of the track without correcting the situation. Any vehicle causing a viola-
tion will be immediately black fl agged and not allowed back on track until corrective measures have been taken. Any vehicle 
found to be in violation a third time will be excluded without refund from further participation in the event.
   Social: There will be a Wine, Beer and Soda Social when the track day ends on Saturday, followed by a BBQ dinner at 5:30PM or 
a bit before if they’re ready to serve. Drivers can purchase tickets for family and guests. This time we’ve asked Firefl y’s from Marl-
borough to come and BBQ for us.  Chicken, Ribs and sides, with dessert, are on deck for our menu! Drivers will be able to purchase 
tickets for family and guests through ClubReg during registration or at the track for $20.00 each.
   Garage Information Garages may be reserved online or at the track (fi rst-come, fi rst-serve). These are enclosed single car garage 
bays with 110v power. All Garage Reservations will be made directly through PMP. In an eff ort to make this process as convenient 
as possible, they will be accepting reservations on their website at: Garages. Rates are $50 Friday only, $100 Saturday and Sunday 
only, or $125 for all three days.
   Fuel: There is currently no fuel available at the track. The nearest fuel is a Sunoco on Rt 67 approximately 3.5 miles from the track 
(turn left on West Ware Road leaving the track, turn left on Rt 67, drive 1.9 miles, Sunoco on the left). If you get crossed up and turn 
right don’t panic, there’s another Sunoco on Rt 67 about 6 miles down.
   Lodging: The Sturbridge Host Hotel at 366 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 is off ering discounted rates of $79 per night to 
people participating in events at Palmer. Call 508-347-7393 for reservations and say that you are with “Palmer Motorsports Park” to 
get the group rate.
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NER & NNJR Driver Education at Le Circuit Mont Tremblant

July 14th, 15th, 16th

The Northeast Region, along with Northern New Jersey Region, is returning to Le Circuit Mont-Tremblant for what has be-
come an annual Canadian visit to this outstanding 2.65 mi. – or if you prefer 4.26 km. – track set in the heart of the beautiful 
Laurentian Mountains.  With 15 turns anchored by famous Namerow and a great “pucker factor” up-hill, blind apex Turn 2 

and major elevation changes, le Circuit off ers everything imaginable for every driver from beginner to advanced.
   We will again hold two of our signature 60-minute DE Enduros with a simulated race start, one for the Black (advanced) and one 
for the Red (instructor) run group drivers, on Saturday afternoon. To avoid having drivers in the rest of the run groups sit around 
for two hours waiting for their next run these enduros will be held the last two hours of the track day on Saturday. Drivers not 
eligible for the enduros are free to enjoy an afternoon on the mountain or whatever activity they please. All drivers are welcome to 
stay at the track and cheer on the enduro participants.
   There will be a beer, wine, soda and snacks social open to all drivers and guests Friday at the track after the track goes cold.
   This always popular event is limited to 150 drivers (5 run groups with a maximum of 30 cars per run group).  I highly recommend 
that you register AND PAY early if you want to attend this event (remember, registering and NOT paying does not reserve your 
spot for the event). If we have more registrants than we can let in decisions on who gets in will be based on the date the registra-
tion fee is paid.
   We’re back in sync with the Blues Festival this year after missing it in 2016.  It starts on July 7th and runs through July 16th.  De-
tails: tremblantblues.com.
      Please see noise restriction levels at https://porschenet.com/noise-at-mt-tremblant-and-calabogie-des/
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NER Driver Education at Calabogie Motorsports Park 

July 18th, 19th, 20th

The last time we ran an event at Calabogie was in 2013. We are all excited about returning to Calabogie, one of my favorite 
tracks. Calabogie is a unique combination of speed and fl owing corner combinations. The track rewards smooth, patient 
driving and is designed to test the drivers’ concentration and car control skills throughout the entire lap. With what might 

initially seem a daunting 20 corners, with experience several of these corners group nicely and the result is a fast, fun ride on a 
great track.
  CMP was brand new in 2007 and is a 5.05 km (3.03 mile) road course with 23 turns, 65’ of elevation change and a 2,000’ main 
straight. It is located just west of Ottawa and is a short 490-mile drive from the Boston area. And, if you combine this event with 
NER‘s LCMT event on July 18th–20th, Calabogie is just a 60-mile drive from Mont Tremblant that will take less than four
hours.
    Those who have already had a chance to drive at CMP report that it is one awesome circuit. Designed by Alan Wilson (designer 
of Barber, Carolina and the recent reconstruction of LCMT), it’s no surprise that CMP is fantastic to drive. To have a preview of the 
track, go to www.calabogiemotorsports.com.
    While you are at the website, check out the facilities at the track as well as information about local hotels and restaurants.
    Crossing the U.S./Canada border is simple and hassle free. For U.S. and Canadian citizens who are 16 years of age and older, a 
passport is required cross the border. Please look into regulations regarding children under 16. 
    Our events are open to current PCA, BMWCCA and other recognized car club members.
   Registration for this event will be handled by NER through: www.clubregistration.net. 
   Calabogie does allow camping on site, and there are washroom and shower facilities available.
   There will be a Social when the track day ends on Tuesday. 
   Please see noise restriction levels at https://porschenet.com/noise-at-mt-tremblant-and-calabogie-des/

Continue the Canadian fun with one of the 
best driving tracks in North America!!  We’ve 
scheduled a driving day to get from one - to 
the other. CMP is NOT to be missed! 



Join in the fun!

Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on 
July 9-15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand 
of your fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington. 

Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern 
Washington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an 
Autocross, and a Time-Speed-Distance Rally to test your competitive spirit. 

When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with award- 
winning eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique 
shopping. Bring the kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model 
Porsche Concours, RC Car racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the 
ice cream, too).

REGISTRATION OPENS

FEBRUARY 21ST

HOUSING RESERVATIONS AND  
PARADE REGISTRATION  

OPEN ON FEBRUARY 21ST. 

REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS 
OPENS ON APRIL 3RD.
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NER Driver Education at Watkins Glen International

August 11th, 12th, 13th

Many drivers name The Glen as their favorite track. From its ragged infancy in 1948 through many incarnations over the 
years, Watkins Glen remains one of the premier road tracks in the world, hosting events from NASCAR to Can-Am/Grand-
Am Rolex, US Vintage Grand Prix and Indy car races. The 3.4 mi. road circuit has been continually updated and driven by 

every iconic pro imaginable, not limited to Hill, Stewart, Clark, Lauda, Fittapalda, Bordon, Dailey, Lally and Bell. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to join this list and drive “New York’s Thunder Road”.
   Following the discussion at the Enduro meeting at last year’s Mont-Tremblant DE we are trying a change to our Enduro format. 
We are dropping the simulated race start and are currently planning to have an open-track session for the Black and Red run 
group drivers on Saturday afternoon. To avoid having drivers in the rest of the run groups sit around waiting for their next run this 
session will be held at the end of the track day on Saturday from 3 to 4:30 PM. Drivers not eligible for the enduros are free to enjoy 
an afternoon at the track or whatever activity they please. All drivers are welcome to stay at the track and cheer on the partici-
pants.
   Camping: We have arranged for camping in the paddock area this year. There is no additional charge for camping in the pad-
dock area. To camp in the “Pit Road RV” area with an electrical hook up, campers need to see security upon arrival and pay a fee of 
$50. No car haulers or work on the car is permitted in the Pit Road RV area. To hook up to electric on Manufacturer’s Row (car haul-
ers OK) also requires a fee of $50. Free showers are available on the infi eld. There is no burning/open fl ame allowed in the paddock 
area.
   Speed Shop: WGI has announced that The Little Speed Shop has opened up shop at the track. They will be open 7 days a week 
at the south end of the garage to meet the needs of track rental customers with a full retail store, complete with everything you 
may need at the track. The TLSS Race Shop will also off er part/tire pre-ordering services where clients can call before an event and 
have parts/tires ready and waiting to be installed on the vehicle once it gets to the track. You can call them at 585-647-0339 for 
parts inquiries or check their facebook page: The Little Speed Shop.
   Social: There will be a catered dinner (menu will be in the Track Rats package) at the track in the Glen Room after the track goes 
cold on Friday afternoon. Tickets for the dinner are $20 per person and are available through ClubReg when you register for the 
event. Drivers can purchase tickets for family and guests. Please order dinner tickets in ClubReg so we have an accurate count of 
the number of people attending the dinner. We may have a limited number of tickets available for purchase at the track.
   Drop off  your rig the night before 6-9:00PM No Extra Charge
   Rent a Garage – $75 for 3 days
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Although April had turned 
cool and damp, nearly 
300 optimistic PCA mem-
bers plotted a course for 
Manchester Vermont.  

Their desire to start the driving 
season in earnest was rewarded 
with the arrival of picture-perfect 
weather during our 3-day stay.
   This Ramble was to be very diff er-
ent for my wife Carol and I, as we 
were running the whole show for 
the fi rst time.  The weekend would 
culminate a year of documenting 
the route, fi nding a lunch venue, 
meeting with caterers, working out 
all the details with The Equinox, 
registering attendees, creating the 
name tags and assembling the 
packets, and tending to all the other 
administrative details.
   We arrived on Thursday, driving di-
rectly to Saratoga Springs New York 
from Hingham, and then driving the 
return route from Saratoga Springs 
to The Equinox.  After checking 
into the hotel and depositing our 
luggage and various other event-
related materials in our room, we 
mingled with other early arrivals 
on the deck and around the fi re pit.  
We made it an early evening, and I 
was out the door at 7:00 a.m. to run 
the route between The Equinox and 
our lunch venue, the Saratoga Auto 
Museum.
   I was particularly keen to get to 
the Saratoga National Historical 
Park to ensure that the Tour Road 
was open.  I was a little taken aback 
when I walked up to the locked 

Visitor’s Center, and then real-
ized that it was not yet 9:00 a.m.  
At 9:00sharp, the Park Ranger 
opened the doors and went down 
to open the gate for the Tour Road 
as well, confi rming that they were 
no longer charging fees to drive 
it.  After a very brief visit to the 
Visitor Center, I was the fi rst car 
onto the Tour Road and enjoyed 
the roughly 9 mile drive around 
this important Revolutionary War 
battlefi eld.  Taking the direct route 
back to The Equinox, I made it 
back in time for lunch.
   After returning from lunch, we 
headed down to the Manchester 
Room to alphabetically lay out 
the name badges, so attendees 
would have them to wear during 
the Friday night reception, and 
shortly before 6:00 p.m., people 
started making their way into the 
reception.  I feel a shout-out to 
The Equinox is in order, since the 
light snacks we paid for turned 
into hearty passed hors d’oeuvres 
that included scallops wrapped in 
bacon and bite-sized beef wel-
lingtons.  They clearly met my 
standard of under-promising and 
over-delivering.
   Carol and I were downstairs 
bright and early Saturday morn-
ing to sign the insurance waiver 
before laying out the registration 
packets and the remaining name 
badges.  As usual, lots of people 
were returning for their 5th, 10th, 
or even 20th time, and I’m pleased 
to report there were also more 

Ramblin
g 

Thru VT and 

NY!

Copy by Dennis 

Frie
dman, Photos 

by Dennis & Others
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than 25 cars joining us for their 
fi rst Ramble.  Much thanks goes 
to the rest of registration crew – 
Steve & Phyllis Anderson, Drew 
Ley & Carol Searle, Gordon & Wil-
hemine Wallis, Glenn Champagne 
& Betty Ann Mosley, and Alan 
Donkin & Chris Flint.  Without their 
help, registration could never have 
gone as smoothly and quickly as 
it did.   And I think everyone even 
managed to squeeze in some con-
tinental breakfast before hitting 
the road.
   The 8:45 a.m. drivers, naviga-
tors, and passengers meeting, 
began with our Safety Chair Dick 
Anderson saying a few words.  He 
and I both made it abundantly 
clear that Autocross and DE track 
events are the appropriate venues 
to wring out all the performance 
the wizards of Weissach have built 
into your Porsche.  The Ramble is 
a self-guided, organized but not 
regimented, scenic drive to be 
accomplished within the strictures 
of all traffi  c laws.  As I shared with 
the group, I went out of my way to 
fi nd roads where it was challeng-
ing to drive at the posted speed 
limit.
   At this point, let me suggest, 
that if you’re ever in the Saratoga 
Springs area, and looking for an 
enjoyable drive, head west on 
Route 29 toward the Great Sacan-
daga Lake.  We reached the east-
ern shoreline at Fish House, and 
took South Shore Road until the 
Batchellerville Bridge crosses over 
to Edinburg.  In Edinburg you turn 
right onto County Road 4 which 
becomes North Shore Road.  Then 
it’s 20 miles of beautiful scenery 
and challenging curves all the way 
thru Hadley and into the Town of 
Lake Luzerne.
   After some relaxation time, 
or perhaps visiting some outlet 
stores in Manchester, it was time 
to spruce up for Saturday night’s 
festive dinner.  Cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres commenced at 6:00 
p.m., and then people moved on 
to dinner at 7:30 p.m.  Entrees had 
been pre-ordered, and the meal 
was elegantly served by the staff  

of The Equinox.  Many of the at-
tendees were sporting pins from this 
year’s and previous Rambles.
   Before hitting the road on Sunday 
morning, a full breakfast buff et was 
served, providing the opportunity to 
meet some additional Ramblers as 
well as bid adieu to the new friends 
that had been made.  As I conclude 
this article, I want to share two com-
ments from Ramblers that I think 
convey the essence of the event:
Bob & Rebecca Stearns: “We want to 
thank you and your wife for organiz-
ing a wonderful weekend.  This is 
the fi rst time my wife and I attended 
a Ramble.  We met a number of new 
acquaintances and enjoyed the 
whole experience tremendously.  
Being new members to Northeast 
Region, this was a great way to meet 
other members, including all our 
fellow Rhode Islanders.”
   Gene & Teddie Hunt: “The Annual 
PCA-NER Ramble is always a great 
weekend – a well-organized car-cen-
tric luxury getaway with a wonderful 
mix of people and Porsches. A few 
years ago, we came up with a term 
to describe a phenomenon that 
happens during the main event, the 
Saturday morning drive. A couple 
of hours into it, you’re following 
directions and studying the road 
and taking in the sights and sounds 
– and then realize it feels like only 10 
minutes have passed. That’s “Ramble 
Time.” Without a doubt, it’s the 
most fun you can have driving that 
doesn’t involve a track!”
   If this article has piqued your inter-
est, then be sure to mark April 27-29, 
2018 on your calendars when we’ll 
be rambling for the fi rst time to the 
Cliff  House in Cape Neddick (Ogun-
quit), ME.  Hope to see you there!
   Dennis can be reached at dfried@
chesapeakegroup.us
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Excitement reigned at the Slocum 
household on Wednesday, April 
26: cat kenneled, bags packed and 
Roger’s 911 Carrera 4 with pas-
senger grab bar newly installed 

on the door pillar as we began our journey 
in a chilly rain to Vermont. We were leav-
ing two days early because we would be 
driving to South Burlington to visit friends 
before heading to Manchester on Thurs-
day. The journey through Boston with no 
delays was a pleasant surprise. Stopping at 
our fi rst rest stop as we entered VT on I-89 
north, we were amazed at the beautiful 
building highlighted with massive stones 
that is the fi rst memorial in the country to 
honor veterans of the Vietnam War. Not 
only was the view scape lovely but there 
is also an enclosed botanical garden that 
purifi es wastewater using technology and 
plants. As we got out of our car in South 
Burlington at 4 pm we were greeted with 
warm sunshine and a temperature of 74 
degrees. This was a hint of what the next 
four days would be like. 
   After a relaxing visit with our friends, 
Don and Lynn (Don had owned a Porsche 
for more than 25 years but sold it after his 
trusted mechanic died), we left at 10 am 
on Thursday in sunshine and 70 degree 
temperatures to drive well-maintained 
roads on RTs 7 and 30 towards Manches-
ter. On our way we veered up a winding 
road to view the Hubbardton Battlefi eld, 
which was the only Revolutionary War 
battle in Vermont. 
   As we approached Manchester at 1 pm 
and the Equinox, memories of our last 
ramble there in 2011 came pouring back. 
Even though we were early for check in, 
our lovely room overlooking the garden 
was ready.  Once we were settled, we 
perched ourselves on the spacious front 
porch to watch as Porsche’s began to ar-
rive. Many of us now arrive at the ramble 
on Thursday instead of Friday to have one 
day to relax before the exciting activities 
begin. Paul and Jackie Soares arrived in 
their 2016 Boxster Spyder. Because Paul 
is protective of his new car, some of us 
thought they would drive Jackie’s 2017 
Macan GT, so were pleased and surprised 
to see the Spyder. By 4 PM, good friends, 
Dan and Sally Sullivan (2012 Boxster S), 

Dave and Roberta Melcher (2005 997S) 
and Steve and Phyllis Anderson had ar-
rived. Steve had planned on driving his 
1987 911 Targa, but the turn signals were 
not working, so they came in Phyllis’ car. 
   We were happy to see Bruce Hauben 
and Joyce Brinton arrive in his 2007 997 
C4S ready to have a relaxed ramble after 
over 20 years of organizing and planning 
them. That evening we enjoyed dinner 
at the Marsh Room at the Equinox and 
because of the warm weather, we sat out-
side afterwards enjoying the fi re pit and 
greeting other arrivals.  Dennis and Carol 
Friedman, who have taken over this huge 
task of organizing the ramble walked 
around to the many groups to introduce 
themselves, a very nice touch. 
   After a lovely breakfast in the Marsh 
Room, many of the guys were at the wash 
station preening their cars. Many of us 
journeyed the short distance to down-
town Manchester to take advantage of 
the outlet malls while others took lovely 
drives around the scenic area.  As has 
been customary for the 10 years we have 
been coming to the ramble, a cocktail 
party was held from 6 to 7 pm, which is 
the kickoff  for the weekend’s activities. 
There were many great choices for dinner 
in Manchester, but several of us chose 
Mulligan’s Pub and Restaurant where we 
enjoyed dinner in a very rustic setting. 
After dinner many of us gathered at the 
Equinox’s fi re pit. We met a charming 
couple, Rebecca and Fred Merullo from 
Belmont, MA. This was their fi rst ramble 
and in conversation with them we learned 
that their 2008 911S was a birthday pres-
ent from Fred to Rebecca, which they 
have owned since February. They were so 
delighted to have this fun test ride with 
the car; they are hooked on the car and 
the ramble.
   The excitement really began to mount 
on Saturday morning as once again warm 
sunshine greeted the 150 Porsche own-
ers. After enjoying a continental breakfast 
and signing release forms, we received 
our packets with general information, 
meal tickets for the evening and driving 
instructions for the drive to the Saratoga 
Automobile Museum for lunch. Dennis, 
who appeared relaxed and with a good 

sense of humor, greeted the crowd and 
briefl y discussed the driving route. The 
safety offi  cer reminded the crowd that 
this event is for a relaxed drive and for 
those who want to drive fast, there are 
many track events to serve their needs. 
Most cars were on the road by 9:30 
where pods were soon established, but 
these change occasionally as one takes 
a wrong turn (most of us did this at least 
once) and/or a car pulls over to enjoy a 
view or check out a local store. The drive 
was quite scenic, including two one-lane 
covered bridges, and the roads were in 
great shape. Looking in front and behind 
as you drive and seeing Porsches as far 
as the eye can see is such a thrill during 
every ramble. On the way to the auto-
mobile museum many of the cars took 
a slight detour to visit the Saratoga Na-
tional Historical Park to follow the path 
of the two Revolutionary War battles that 
were fought eighteen days apart in the 
fall of 1777, and were a turning point in 
the American Revolutionary War.  
   We decided with two other couples to 
view the nice variety of automobiles and 
eat lunch before heading back to the 
battleground.  At the visitor center we 
were able to download an app for our 
phones in order to take the 8-miles drive 
and stop at each point with an audio and 
visual description of a particular event 
concerning the battles.  We were so glad 
that we had taken the time to relive such 
an important battle. Another scenic drive 
got us back to the Equinox at 4 pm, just 
in time for a drink and preparation for 
cocktails at 6 pm and dinner at 7 pm in 
the Colonnade Room. Dinner ran very 
smoothly and much laughter was heard 
as the 300 participants recapped the 
delightful day.
   Each year Sunday morning looms as 
the get away day for the end of another 
exciting and fun-fi lled weekend as the 
beautiful sound of 150 fi ne-tuned en-
gines becomes another great memory.
Bruce and Joyce planned wonderful 
rambles through the years, but it cer-
tainly appears that Dennis and Carol are 
going to continue the tradition of well-
organized and enjoyable rambles

NER Ramble at the Equinox 
Copy and Photos by Roger Slocum
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Zone 1 Concours and Rally May 7-9th

Copy by Bill Seymour Photos by Richard Viard

Everyone probably knows this but 
just to make sure:  the Porsche 
Club of America has 13 Zones.  
Each of these Zones has regions.  
We, the Northeast Region, are 

in Zone 1 (the largest of the Zones, with 
about 15,000 primary members.  There 
are 17 regions in Zone 1 including New 
England, NY, NJ and all of eastern Canada 
and Ontario.  Just as we get a stipend per 
member from PCA National (part of your 
annual dues comes back to us), Zone 1 
gets a smaller stipend that it can use to 
run events.  Zone 1 has 5 events per year:  
a club race (at Watkins Glen), a DE (also at 
Watkins Glen), an Autocross (it has been 
at our own Ft. Devens site for quite a 
while), a social event (this year at Saratoga 
Springs NY) and a Concours and Rally 
(which rotates between the larger and 
more central regions).  So this year it was 
NER’s turn to host the Concours and Rally.
   The event was spread over three days 
starting with a welcome reception at the 
host hotel – the Hilton in Dedham – on 
Friday May 5th.  The Concours was to take 
place at Prowse Farms (right up Rt. 128 in 
Canton) but a deluge on Friday followed 
by on and off  rain on the-day-of required 
that we move it to a covered parking ga-
rage at the Hilton.  The weather did hold 
down the attendance (if you think DE’s 
are no fun in the rain, try cleaning your 
car for hours then splashing through mud 
puddles) but did not dampen the enthu-
siasm.  There was also a good turnout of 

spectators.  And while the setting was not 
as pretty as a grassy fi eld looking up at 
Blue Hills, some of Richard Viard’s photos 
of the cars in the industrial garage setting 
are pretty cool.  Your scribe was not very 
familiar with Concours rules so it was 
with some interest that he watched the 
proceedings (thankfully my Porsches were 
safe at home as they would have come in 
last).  The Best in Show winner was Bob 
Voskian with a spectacular red 928 but all 
did a remarkable job (see full results).  The 
Peoples Choice winner was Akemi Kane 
with a black 964 Turbo.
   During the day most of NER’s board 
arrived to spectate and meet with Mike 
Bryan, Zone 1 Rep (not President! – he 
says he listens and doesn’t tell us what 
to do).  Mike and wife Pam fl ew in from 
Toronto.
   That evening we had a dinner at the 
Hilton with our own track chair – and 
founder of Rennlist – John Dunkle as 
guest speaker.  Auctioneer Tom Tate 
raffl  ed off  some super prizes (I did not win 
the Coco Mats for the 356).  Mike gave the 
Zone 1 perspective.  The beer list (cu-
rated by former AX Lunch Lady Rosemary 
Driscoll) pleased IPA lovers but drew some 
criticism.  
   Finally on Sunday, with much better 
weather, we had the Rally.  This was a 
“gimmick rally” in which you follow direc-
tions around a prescribed course (the 
historic Concord/Lexington/Sudbuy area) 
while the navigator attempts to answer 

questions by spotting signs and land-
marks.  Again I had not previously been 
to a rally and got to observe, as a scorer, 
how they work.  Most participants were 
a wife/husband team and all demon-
strated very solid marriages as they were 
still talking at the conclusion.  We ended 
at the Panera in Natick (owned by NER’s 
own David Peterman who gave us all free 
drinks).  The Novice winners Mike and Lily 
Alberding and Caroline Dupay repre-
sented the future of the club (the rest of 
us were all of a certain age) even if a car 
issue forced them to compete in a Jeep.  
The Experienced winners would have 
been Mike and Pam Bryan had they not 
stopped (apparently) for tea for a long 
time but they missed the deadline by 2 
minutes so a tie was declared between 
the Bryans and Dennis Friedman (Mr. 
Ramble) and Steve Lipman.
   There are many people to thank for this 
event.  The sponsors listed at the top of 
course.  But let’s get to the two guys who 
really did most of the work:  Zone 1 Co-
Chairs Murray Kane and Jeff  McFadyen 
(both from NNJR).  And with huge help 
from their wives Akemi Kane and Margie 
McFadyen.  Then our own Charlie and 
Martha Dow set up the Rally but had to 
pass the baton to Jeff  when Charlie got 
pneumonia.  Tom Tate was the Concours 
chair and did the legwork getting the 
sites.  Tom was assisted by Hank Menkes 
as Chief Judge.  Joyce Gladle is the Zone 
1 Treasurer and Registrar.  There were 12 

Sponsored by…

Porsche of Westwood, Assabet Advisors,  Unobtanium, Stoddard Restoration Design

Continued on page 39
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judges and many volunteers but I do 
need to single out Betty Mae Mosley 
(better half of Glenn Champagne) who 
took over the Saturday lunch operation 
and got everyone fed in no time at all.  
And not to forget our club photographer 
Richard Viard.  Thanks to all!
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Concours best of show Bob Voskian

People’s Choice winner Akemi Kane

Experienced rally winners Friedman and Lipman Mike Bryan

PG. 38 N O R E A S T E R



N O R E A S T E R PG. 39



The second Cars and Coff ee of 
the season for South of Boston 
(SoBo) was held Sunday, May 
7, at Sweet Berry Farm, Middle-
town, Rhode Island.  The previ-

ous two days had seen heavy rain and 
there was concern that the grass fi eld at 
Sweet Berry Farm would be too wet to use.  
Thanks to the farm owner, Jan Eckhart, we 
parked cars on a strip of mulch between 
the parking lot and grass fi eld, thereby 
avoiding the soggy lawn.  
   The day was mostly sunny, with tempera-
tures in the high 50s.  As usual at the farm, 
which sits on the top of a hill, there was 
a chilly breeze that welcomed attendees.  
The coolness of the air, however, did not 
hinder the enthusiasm of the participants 
who arrived in 18 beautiful Porsches.  Cliff  
and Karen Steve were fi rst to arrive in 
their stunning red Cayman S and quickly 
pitched in to help welcome and park arriv-

ing attendees. Paul and Jackie Soares also 
were of great help after arriving in their 
grey Macan GTS from Raynham.  Jackie 
manned the clipboards and facilitated 
adding and updating the list of attendees.  
   There was a good mix of Porsches 
including an early 944 and 911s from the 
70s to current, and an ‘88 930, as well as 
an assortment of Boxsters and Caymans..  
There were also several fi rst-time attend-
ees.  Two fi rst timers were David and Tha-
nia Valentine who arrived in their meteor 
gray Carrera S, with a most interesting ter-
racotta interior.  They reside in East Green-
wich, having recently relocated from 
Puerto Rico.  David has loved Porsches 
his whole life, been a PCA member for 12 
years, having previously owned a Boxster 
and Cayman, in addition to currently also 
owning a Macan Turbo.  They are excited 
to be here now and looking forward to 
engaging in NER activities.

   Also, attending their fi rst Cars and Cof-
fee were father and son Karl and Austin 
Spooner who arrived in an ’83 944 and 
an ’88 930, both red and impeccable, 
from Fairhaven. Karl mentioned that he 
had rescued the 930 and restored it back 
to its original glory.  They had hoped to 
participate in the previous day’s Zone 1 
Concours, but decided against it because 
of the inclement weather.  
   Additional fi rst time father and son 
attendees were Bob and Cooper Stearns 
from East Greenwich who brought a 
‘15 agate grey Cayman GTS.  Bob is new 
to NER, but participated in this year’s 
Ramble and is looking forward to driving 
in track events.  Finally, the last fi rst timer 
was Fred Johnson from Wakefi eld who 
drove his black on black ’85 911 Targa 
that he had entered the previous day 
in the Zone 1 Concours.  He has been a 
PCA member since ’85 and also has a ’71 

Sweet Berry Farm Bob and Cooper Stearn’s ‘15 Cayman GTS

Cars and Coff ee, May 7, 2017, South of Boston



Copy by Dave Melchar,  Photos by Tim Pafi k and Paul Soares

albert blue 911T coupe with cashmere full 
leather interior.
   One of the most interesting and beautiful 
Porsches at the Cars and Coff ee was Lee 
Hower’s ’72 signal yellow 911 ST tribute 
Coupe.  It was an extremely accurate 
example of the early 911 racer, powered by 
a 3.5L fuel-injected twin-plug engine.  This 
911 was recently acquired in California and 
joins Lee’s other Porsches, including a ’74 
Euro Carrera Targa, ’77 930, ’13 Boxster and 
a ’73 911 T.  Overall, it was a very pleasant 
day and it appeared that a good day was 
had by all!
   The next SoBo Cars and Coff ee is sched-
uled for Sunday, June 11, 10:00-12:00am 
at Sweet Berry Farm, 915 Mitchell’s Lane, 
Middletown, RI.  Many thanks to SoBo pho-
tographers Tim Pafi k and Paul Soares.  For 
any SoBo related questions, please contact 
Roger Slocum at rr356c@aol.com.

 Karl and Austin Spooner’s ‘83 944 and ‘88 930 Lee Hower’s ‘72 911ST

David and Thania Valentine’s ‘11 Carrera S
SoBo Cars and Coff ee, May 7



NER opened its 
2017 Auto-
cross season 
on May 8th 
this year at  

Moore Airfi eld in Ayer.  
This was the fi rst Auto-
cross event run under the 
new management team 
of yours truly (Chair) and 
Jeff  Johnson (Registrar) 
and was sponsored by 
Conway Autoworks in 
Hanover, MA. The plan 
was to basically stick to 
the successful program 
established by our pre-
decessors Bill Seymour 
and Dave Berman and 
get some new recruits 
excited about the sport 
and this great venue.
   We had 48 students 
sign up for the event, 
and 32 volunteer instruc-
tors donated their time 
to share their experience 
and give these folks a 
chance to get to know us 
and learn a thing or two 
about autocrossing at 
Devens.

   The day began with 
students checking in and 
lining up to get their cars 
tech’ed as would happen 
in a regular event. Greeters 
were stationed in the pit 
area to get them acclimated 
and briefl y explain the day’s 
schedule. The students’ day 
started with a chalk talk 
conducted by Justin Chen. 
Justin patiently explained 
key subjects like course 
layout and elements, read-
ing the course, the impor-
tance of looking ahead, 
technical terms like friction 
circle, oversteer, understeer, 
and driving lines. He also 
explained working the 
course, calling cones, and 
safety issues. Armed with 
this preliminary overview, 
the group was ready to go 
out and try some of these 
things themselves in their 
own cars.
   The students were divided 
into three groups who ro-
tated together through each 
of the three morning driving 
exercises, which included a 

NER Autocross School



Copy by Chris Ryan, Photos by Richard Viard

grid nhis

skid pad, a braking/corner-
ing exercise confi gured 
in two kidney-shaped 
mini-courses, and a slalom 
exercise. Each exercise was 
staff ed with instructors 
who were there to provide 
one-on-one instruction to 
get the students comfort-
able with the exercise for a 
few runs, then allow them 
to run the exercises by 
themselves after they be-
came comfortable enough 
to do so. By the end of the 
morning, all the students 
seemed eager to run the 
afternoon autocross course 
and really test out their cars 
and their newfound skills. 
   Following a pizza lunch, 
the working run group 
took their positions on the 
course with an experienced 
instructor stationed at 
each corner to instruct the 
students on how to prop-
erly work the course safely. 
The driving rungroup 
staged their cars for their 
afternoon runs. The fi rst 
order of business was for 
an instructor to drive each 
student around the course 
in their own cars. The fi rst 
run was a slow drive (25% 
speed) to allow the stu-

dents to “see” the course 
from the vantage point 
of their car (we did not 
do a course walk as is 
normal at a competitive 
autocross event). The 
second instructor-driven 
run was done at 75% 
speed to begin to give 
the students a feel for 
what the course would 
look and feel like closer 
to speed while pointing 
out the features of the 
course and places to 
watch out for.
   Then came the part of 
the day that the students 
had been working up 
to all day – a chance to 
drive the course them-
selves in their own cars. 
Each student was al-
lowed 4 timed runs with 
an instructor in the right 
seat on a full autocross 
course with workers 
calling in cone penal-
ties for proper scoring. 
From my vantage point 
(the timing tent), all the 
students seemed to take 
to this naturally and 
very quickly, judging by 
the fact the by only the 
second or third runs, cars 
were aggressively mov-



ing off  the start and there were more than a few tire screeches 
and even a few spins here and there, indicating folks were 
pushing their cars (as they should). Several of the instructors I 
spoke with indicated they thought this was a particularly en-
thusiastic, if not aggressive group of students and it showed. 
A look at the times posted by the students reads like a typical 
autocross day with experienced drivers, with three students 
even posting times in the sixties. The fastest student time of 
the day of 65.332 was posted by Graham LaBossierre, driving a 
2004 Lancer EVO. Fastest Porsche time for the day went to Jef-
frey Croteau who posted a 65.682 driving a 2013 Carrera S. 
   Following the student runs, instructors were allowed to 
make several fun runs with student riders, which I’m confi dent 
gave them an even more exciting look at the course and how 
a car driven by an experienced driver gets around it – hope-
fully something to aspire to.
   We wrapped up the day by reading the posted times, and 
awarding the students with a Rookie trophy glass for everyone 
to remember the event by. We trust that they all had a lot of 
fun and learned something about their cars, what they are 
capable of, and what the sport of autocross is all about. We 
hope to welcome these students back to an autocross event or 
two very soon!
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stepped up to take over.  We have 6 vol-
unteers to help at Concours but would 
like a couple more, and John Dunkle is 
the featured speaker. This event is spon-
sored by Porsche of Westwood, Assebet 
Advisors, Restoraton Design, Stoddard, 
and Unobtainium.
   Dick lead in the with raising the is-
sue of payment options for Nor’Easter 
subscriptions.  MotorsportReg.com 
signups appear to be rather onerous and 
maybe not the most appropriate for our 
Newsletter/Magazine.  Although, the 
board has voted to implement a neces-
sary price increase for 2018, after a mo-
tion and approval by the board, we are 
now off ering an annual, auto renueing 
subscription option directly from our the 
NER webpage that will take the hassle 
and angst out of remembering each 
year to renew.  Huge thanks goes out 
to Sterling Vernon who has done such a 
fantastic job updating Porschenet.com!
   Robert continued the thread of pay-
ment options for club related activities 
and we discussed adding payment for 
events directly through our website.  The 
board approved perusing this option for 
events other than AX and DE and Robert 
and Sterling are working on implement-
ing these changes.  Sterling’s previously 
submitted membership statistics follow:
Primary members: +6 for a total of 1782 
(Mar 1776, Feb 1772, Jan:1750, Dec: 
1761)
Affi  liate members: +2 for a total of  959 
(Mar 957, Feb 956, Jan: 952, Dec: 955)
Total: +8 for a total of  2741 (Mar 2733, 
Feb 2728, Jan: 2702, Dec: 2716)
New members: 24 , Transfers in: 1, Trans-
fers out: 1
Non-renewals: 29 (Mar 25, Feb 27, 
Jan:26)
2017 Nor’easter sign ups: +13 for a total 
of  276 (Mar 263, Feb 248, Jan: 231)
   Unfortunately, Nor’Easter subscrip-
tions are way down from last year where 
we had something north of 700 paid 
subscriptions.  Sterling and the Board 
are working on solving this delema and 
if any of you have a suggestions, please 
contact any of us.
   Adrianne notifi ed the board that there 
would be a nominal charge for chang-
ing the mailing details for the Nor’Easter 
from her newly adopted town of 
Danvers and the board approved those 

Minutes -- continued from page 10
funds.
   Sterling fl oated some Member-
ship ideas and Bill brought up the 
“Best Practices” memo we received 
from Zone 1 and we all thought the 
concept of a “NER Flyer” idea made 
good sense.  We’ve become aware 
that many (most?) new Porsche own-
ers don’t realize there is a fun and 
involving club centered around our 
marque of choice.  From feedback 
we’ve received, the local dealers 
haven’t been promoting PCA (which 
really is only to their benefi t!).
   Robert presented the Treasurer’s 
report and it was approved by the 
board.  As Treasurer, Robert present-
ed the fact that we had a signifi cant 
amount of membership funds in 
near zero interest accounts and if we 
were to hold reserves to somewhere 
in the $100k range, even CDs could 
provide a modicum of interest to 
the club.  The board approved to ap-
propriate 1/3 of our cash reserves to 
higher interest CDs every 4 months 
until those reserves are reallocated.
   A motion was raised to adjourn 
the board meeting at 8:30 PM and a 
second was raised immediately fol-
lowed by a vote to adjourn.  See you 
next month. -AD

June:

 Lunch at Hyannis Yacht Club - 06/03/2017 at 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Porsches and Coff ee - 06/11/2017 at 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Wings & Wheels at Minute Man Airfi eld - 06/15/2017 at 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Porsches & Coff ee - 06/17/2017 at 8:00 am - 10:00 am

Porsches on the Cape - 06/17/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Porsches on the Cape - 06/24/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

2017 Newcomers meeting! - 06/25/2017 at 11:30 am - 2:00 pm

 

July:

 Thursday 7/20 Wings & Wheels Minute Man Airfi eld

 Porsches on the Cape - 08/05/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Porsches on the Cape - 08/05/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Wings & Wheels at Minute Man Airfi eld - 08/17/2017 at 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Porsches on the Cape - 08/12/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

 

August:

 Porsches on the Cape - 08/05/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Porsches on the Cape - 08/12/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Wings & Wheels at Minute Man Airfi eld - 08/17/2017 at 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Porsches on the Cape - 08/19/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Porsches on the Cape - 08/19/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

NER Summer BBQ! - 08/20/2017 at 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Porsches on the Cape - 08/26/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Porsches on the Cape - 08/26/2017 at 8:30 am - 10:30 am

Events that May Interest....
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became attached to the little 356 and 
decided to keep it longer than planned. 
She drove it another 140 thousand miles 
before the engine gave up. That caused 
her to “lose confi dence “ in the car and 
she had it repaired and sold it to a “young 
fellow” in CA.
   She was excited to hear that the car had 
survived all these years and was being 
restored in New Zealand. I put the current 
owner in touch with her and they have al-
ready met during a trip he made to the LA 
literature meet. Photos are passing back 
and forth between them as the car returns 
to its former glory.
   Just last week a 356Registry member 
from Texas sent me a email looking for 
the Kardex on his 1961 D’leteren roadster. 
He had owned the car for a while, really 
enjoyed it and wanted to fi nd any back-
ground on the car.

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - 
continued from page 8    When I got the document I noticed 

that the fi rst owner was written as 
a woman, again a Miss, who lived in 
Brooklyn, MA, but there is no Brooklyn 
in Mass. There was a street address and 
google said that there was a nice house 
at that address in Brookline, MA. The 
fi rst name was spelled in an unusual 
way and Google supplied two women 
with that name in the 1940 census  for 
the town of Brookline. It was the same 
address. One of them had passed away 
in 1959, two years before the car was 
built, and the other was a year old and 
would’ve been 22 when the car was 
new.  Success.
   Again, an easy phone call to make that 
went to a nameless voice mail but when 
I began to leave a message beginning 
with the words Porsche 356, she picked 
up the phone. Another single woman in 
Europe who purchased the 356 at Sou-
auto in Holland. She drove the car all 
over Europe and back to England while 
at school at Cambridge. It was shipped 
back to Mass and enjoyed for many 
years. The owner married a fellow with 
a Jaguar XK120 and when it was time to 
reduce the fl eet the Porsche was shown 
the door, a decision she regrets to this 
day. The Jag is still in the garage but 
now needs restoration after a 15 year 
slumber while the Porsche continue to 

roll on the miles.
   It was great to connect the present care-
takers with the original owners of these 
great cars and it seems everyone enjoys 
remembering the life they led when the 
Tubs were new. What terrifi c adventures 
they must’ve had.
   I have been successful fi nding many of 
the early owners of these cars but none 
that present the exciting picture of the 
lives they led while driving around in their 
Porsches like the two ladies above. May 
the present and future owners fi nd the 
same enjoyment in their travels, I’m sure 
that they will.
            KTF

In this tumultuous environment, do you know what is driving 
your portfolio?

Customized investment management for individuals, 
foundations and businesses since 2003

Removing the stress of the investment experience for individuals who have a lot to lose.

Wayne M. Ushman, CFA - Managing Director       Robert E. Jacobsen - Director/ CCO 

www.assabetadvisors.com    508-351-9666    4 Smith Road, Northborough, MA 01532 
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Sales, Maintenance & Fabrication Work on German and Italian High Performance Automobiles

PCA authorized tech inspector

Euro-spec Tuning Available - using US software.

465 Federal Road, Brookfield, CT 06804 www.maxcarperformance.com

$95 Dyno Testing - Includes three dyno runs.

Engine Break-in & Car Testing - Spend time on the track, not in the pits! 

ECU Remapping Services - All cars, gas and diesel.

Superflow AWD AutoDyn

Live-tuning in-House - 22 years of experience.

European Tuning in the U.S.

One Track Mind - continued from page  7

On the Edge - continued from page  6

it right. I think that’s the right combination 
for me. I don’t plan to fail, like maybe Mike 
thinks I do. I just plan. 

well done and for everything you do for 
our club.
   See you next month . . .
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included a Nissan GTR, a very fancy 
Mustang and a brand new BMW 2-Se-
ries factory race car (~$90,000 – similar 
in concept to the Miata Cup Cars) that 
even had air-jacks (and were total 
jerks – they were in the pit box next to 
us).  Our best lap of 1:37 put us in the 
middle of our class.
   I drove fi rst and was holding back 
a bit to avoid the early race over-
exuberance.  Bad strategy:  on lap 4 I 
got punted in the right rear and spun 
into the weeds.  I managed to rejoin 
the fray (remember, only 3rd gear and 
higher) and was advised by my team-
mates to see how it felt rather than 
coming in.  It felt fi ne so I continued for 
another one and a half hours without 
issue.  When I pitted to hand over to 
Scott the tires were checked and it was 
noted that there were about 8 inches 
of missing rim.  Ouch!  Lesson:  you 
get hit, come in and have a look!  The 
car was running fi ne for the rest of the 
day except we needed to change tires 
(we had made a poor tire choice for an 
endurance race – the seconds gained 
by using stickier tires are way less 
than the minutes required to change 
tires) and the brakes were going at the 
end.  Then with 5 minutes to go Dave 
radioed that the car had died and he 
was being towed in.  Our worst fears 
were not realized when the addition of 
gasoline solved the problem.  Despite 
our issues we improved on our start-
ing position and were 6th in our class.  
Upon inspection the rear pads were 
totally gone and the brand new fronts 
were almost gone.  The left front tire 
was toast – expected for a nose heavy 
car on a clockwise track – but the right 
rear was worn on the inside.  Appar-
ently the hit I took bent something but 
the car drove OK and there was nothing 
we could do.  The impeccably prepared 
Team Jamaican Bakin’ (yah, mon) was 
able to buy one more set of front brake 
pads from another E30 team (the Miata 
brake pads and tires lasted multiple 
weekends!) and we were back in busi-
ness for Day 2.
   Dave started on Sunday followed by 
Scott, me, Dennis and then Damon.  
Again the car ran fi ne except for need-
ing a tire stop.  The new brake pads 
(a diff erent brand) both stopped and 
lasted better and we had no excitement 

until Damon’s last shift.  The car has a 
brake bias adjustor which apparently 
got nudged forward during the driver 
change so that it had way too much 
front brake bias.  So the fi rst time Damon 
braked hard at the end of the front 
straight the fronts locked and he went 
farming.  He realized the problem, cor-
rected it and ran very quickly till the end 
despite fi nishing on a totally corded left 
front tire.  We fi nished 8th in our class.  

   So while the BMW is somewhat faster 
than the Miata, we are still sorting things 
out.  With the new engine it has plenty 
of zip and the handling is pretty neutral 
if not great.  The main issue is the brakes 
which lock up too easily, don’t inspire 
confi dence in close racing and don’t last.  
It’s a little puzzling as the car is not much 
heavier than the Miata (which has great 
brakes) and has bigger rotors/pads.  We 
suspect that weight transfer may be 
limiting the stopping power and ducting 
may be needed to make them last lon-
ger.  So in addition to working on being 
better racers, we also need to learn car 
development.  Stay tuned.  
   Finally, if you go to NJMP (and it’s a 
nice, well run track with lots of runoff  
as needed by Bill and Damon), try:  Our 
Mom’s Kitchen Soul Food (get the crab 
cakes) and the Country Inn and Suites 
(breakfast available at 6am and they 
made bacon upon request!).
   Addendum to my column from Damon 
Josz (make of it what you will)…
   Guilty. Therefore the names remain. 
I would add the useful limericks and 

Long and Winding Road - continued from page  9
acronyms that were learned from Bill in-
cluding ACORN (“All Clear On Right Now”). 
As I heard these outbursts several times, I 
quietly assumed these were liberal beliefs 
exclaimed in a random fashion. Alas I 
learned a backseat navigation technique 
and Bill’s prior military training. KISS and 
PPPPPP were already in my lexicon. Keep 
it simple stupid... brake bias adjustment/ 
placement.   And.... Prior Planning Prevents 
Piss Poor Performance.... brake pads for an 
endurance race?
   Travel and dining with others provides 
new views and dialogue. And therefore 
we quickly adhered to the do not discuss 
politics, religion or dogs. Friday’s test 
results in, and...the trans out? Hmmm. 
3/4/5 being the only useful gears of any 
importance, the “no wanking noises” and 
“we’re here” made the decision clear. Run 
it. End of day track Burgers provided by 
AER in the garage, the hunger abated. 
And a couple kegs dulled the senses. Yet 
Dennis and I had wanderlust and thirst. 
Bill, Scott and Dave elected A/C and hot 
showers.  Dropping the others off  at the 
hotel a beer store was located. And Our 
Mom’s Kitchen next door. Hmmmm soul 
food. With IPA in hand, what could be bet-
ter? Fried chicken and (sic) crab cakes. Wit 
tater salad side. Missed the collard greens, 
but agricultural greens were waiting on 
Sunday. The color of the characters were 
rich. The pleasantries exchanged. And cash 
only. No seats, takeout only. Just as well. As 
we started to observe the actual condition 
of the local eatery, I tend to shy away from 

Mom’s Kitchen

Scary rim.
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For Sale 

2012 Porsche Cayenne OEM Factory Genuine 18” Wheels and Tires 
(4) with the Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) in the wheels; 
Original to the vehicle, not replacement sensors.  Wheels are in great 
condition without any major scratches or dings. Wheels have a painted 
Porsche center cap. Continental Mud and Snow tires with 50% wear. 
$1200.00.  msceppa944@aol.com 617-620-2500 or 802-422-6637 (2/17)
MAG BRA to fi t 996 & pre 2006 Boxsters & 996’s. Will work on any 
front hood made of steel.  Asking $100, in perfect shape and comes with 
carrying case. Pictures on request. Contact Steve Ross at SLR944@AOL.
COM or phone  508-653-1695

      Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the 
endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the products or ser-
vices set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve 
and edit for publication all advertising submitted.
   Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 
15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. Advertising 
Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to members in this section 
of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place 
your want ad send a note to the editor contain-
ing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum 
of six lines. 
   Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.
com.
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box store eateries, a placard was noted. 
This placard pronounced an inspection 
had occurred. When was not clear. Why 
was.  The proclamation by a local offi  cial, 
presumed blind and handed a paper bag 
of single dollar bills, announced that said 
takeout restaurant was, is, could be, may-
be, at this time, that was then and this is 
now...”conditionally satisfactory.” As not 
to off end the 3 rather large women, and 
the minor baseball league/rap ensemble 
and tattoo artists collective gathered out 
front, we elected to continue our wait. 
Momma provided. With a bit of mental 
math, and no receipt, we paid the bill. 
Our safe departure and arrival back at 
Country Inn (review to follow) 3.75 stars, 
we enjoyed a veranda on a hot summer 
night with excellent soul food and real 
beer. And a hotel cookie to fi nish. The 
start of Saturday racing, the transmission 
was declared “conditionally satisfactory” 
also. Both the trans and Mommas did 
not disappoint. Side note. The Buff alo 
Wild Wing box store the next night failed 
miserably.  However, Popeyes Chicken 
on Sunday had box store redemption.  
None compared to Mommas soul food. 
And driving a race car into the trailer 
after 18 hours of wheel to wheel racing? 
More than “conditionally satisfactory” we 
checked the box, excellent. 

   
Mr. Excitement at the track



President

Dick Anderson
10 Cutler Road, Andover, MA 01810
H: 978-474-0898, M: 978-764-0277 
president@PorscheNet.com
Vice President - Administrative

Glenn Champagne
30 Frances Street
Needham, MA 02492
Admin@PorscheNet.com 
339-225-0825
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
28 Saddlebrook Rd., Sherborn, MA 01770
(508) 650-0720; activities@PorscheNet.com
Treasurer

Robert Jacobson
RJacobson51@Gmail.com
(508) 717-4680
Secretary

Alan Donkin
36 Lowell Dr., Stow, MA 01775
secretary@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Sterling Vernon
310 Sneech Pond Road
Cumberland, RI 02864
sterlingvernon@gmail.com
401.333.8508
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
781-249-5091, aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; pastpresident@PorscheNet.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross 

Chris Ryan
28 Myrick Lane
Harvard, MA
978-618-6442
AutoCrossChair@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
508-653-1695: admin@PorscheNet.com  
Registration - Autocross

Jeff  Johnson
64 Blaisdell Drive
Carlisle, MA 01741
jjra3958@gmail.com
617-840-0866
Chair -Driver Education

John Dunkle
603-553-0307: trackchair@PorscheNet.com
Registration - Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
774-275-1621: tcreg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Chip Wood
Chip52859@comcast.net
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
10 Cutler Road, Andover, MA 01810
H: 978-474-0898, M: 978-764-0277 
chiefi nstructor@porschenet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ann Anderson
H: 978-474-0898, M: 617-593-7545
Ann.Anderson819@gmail.com
Zone 1 Representative

Mike Bryan
Mike@brycorp.ca

NER Board of Directors

New Members
ZACH HALLOWELL
NEWTON MA
CAYMAN S

DEREK LANGONE
DANVERS MA
911 TURBO

K.  SANDHU
WINCHESTER MA
968

NICHOLAS  MOYNIHAN
SOUTH HADLEY  MA
911 CARRERA

ALDO AVENDANO
SOMERVILLE MA
BOXSTER

TOM DOOLITTLE
ACTON MA
BOXSTER S

LOUIS SPENCER
DARTMOUTH MA
911 SC

ANDREW SPENCER
DARTMOUTH MA

MICHAEL GAGNON
LOWELL MA
911 CARRERA S CABRIOLET

JAMES GALLO
WEST GREENWICH RI
BOXSTER SPYDER

JOHN GAFFNEY
NORFOLK MA
CAYENNE

JOHN DEMARCHE
CHARLESTOWN RI
911
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GARY  GALLO
NORTH KINGSTOWN  RI
718 BOXSTER

RUSS OTTEY
NORTH FALMOUTH MA
911 CARRERA

JERRY MA
WARWICK RI
CAYMAN

ZHANHE ZHANG
BRAINTREE MA
911 CARRERA S

ROGER SWEENEY
MEDFIELD MA
911 CARRERA

RICK SCHEIFE
BOSTON MA
718 BOXSTER S

RON JABARA
TIVERTON RI
911 CARRERA CABRIOLET

Subscription/Address/

Car/Email Changes
Subscription Changes: 

   We can not honor multiple or changing addresses throughout the year. When you subscribe, please choose the one 
address you will spend the most time at during the year. 

Address Change:   

    If you have changed your address, you MUST change it at PCA.org, that will also change your Panorama subscription. 
Your NOR’EASTER subscription change of address needs to be addressed at membership@PorscheNet.com. The Edi-
tor does not control the subscription list. PCA.org does not control the NOR’EASTER subscription. 
   Subscribed and not received your copy? Please call or email Membership. The Editor does not control the 

subscription list. 

New Porsche? 

   Bought a new Porsche? You can change and add cars to your profi le at PCA.org. 
   
Email Change? 
   If you have changed your email, you MUST change it at PCA.org. 
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brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & 
Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal 
Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles 
of the Fair Housing Act. 
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Real Advice.
Real Results.

When you are really ready to 
buy or sell, I’m available to 

make it really happen.
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Beacon Hill
Brookline
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Leather District
Midtown

North End
Seaport

South End

Search all MLS listings at robbcohen.com
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