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In This Issue...

Well, fi rst and foremost, I need to set some 
records straight. I got this note from Richard 
Viard, our newly crowned “Enthusiast of the 

Year.” 
   “Hi Adrianne,
   Thanks for crediting me for the gala photos, but 
the photos were actually by my wife Yvette with her 
iPhone as I couldn’t manage to receive the Enthusiast 
of the Year trophy and take selfi es at the same time :)
 Best,
 Richard Viard”
  So there you are, with my sincere apologies to Yvette! 
   Also  - I need to apologize for the bad Brian Redman 
promo posted last month. I was more enthusiastic 
to get out the good news, then we were prepared 
with the actual details. Sorry guys - and Glenn for the 
premature - and super wrong info. 
   At any rate, the spring is starting o heat up with lost 
of things to do, so check out the website often and 
come celebrate spring with us! 
 
   Hope to see you soon! Enjoy the issue!

Yes, it has a garage, and yes, Chris is 
buying us a lift to go in said garage. 
He’s excited to watch me work on my 

car, and I’m excited to ponder a car barn 
in my future! (We have the room, not the 
barn - yet.)
   I’ll be a second time home owner by the 
time you all get this. We’re moving the fi rst 
weekend of March, and I’m packing like a 
fool. Some people hate to move. Me? I like 
it. It’s weird I know. 
   I moved 24 times in  my fi rst 32 years, 
without being any sort of military brat. 
Then thirteen years in Melrose, 3 here, and 

now on to Danvers. So by March, I’ll have 
moved 26 times all tolled. 
   As I pack things up, I re-cherish them. I’m 
surprised at what I’ve been able to keep 
with me. There was a move in there, across 
the country that I got to take what I could 
fi t into a Pathfi nder, and mini-van. Still 
with me are many childhood books, a few 
stuff ed animals from when I was a tod-
dler, and some bric-a-brac that I’ve always 
loved, and am sometimes fl abbergasted 
that I managed to keep it with me all the 
time. Things that have been with me since 
I was 3, or 6, or 12. It’s amazing, and into 
yet another box they’ll go. 
   My daughter and I went through a lot 
of her things too, and she also kept quite 
a few childhood memories, though if I’m 
honest, I’m keeping a little of her stuff  too.  
Mostly children’s books that I read to her 
over and over again that we both treasure, 
and some of her school projects. How long 
do parents hold onto that stuff  anyway? 
   At any rate the movers are booked, we 
have people coming to do some estimates 
on some work on the house. I have about 
15 lists going at once because that’s what 
I do. Lists for stuff  to wrap up here before 
the movers get here, lists for after. I have a 

list of things I’ll need on day one in the 
new house, and things that can wait. I’ve 
had long chats with security companies, 
handymen, my insurance agent, the lady 
at Danvers electric, and a new pool com-
pany, each of whom was on a list, and in 
some cases generated a new one. 
   So I’m good at the moving thing, but 
I still have questions. How long will 
my new commute be? Will we like the 
neighbors? What’s the best pizza joint? 
How long will it take to fi nd landscap-
ers? These things are not on a list, but 
just keep me up at night, especially the 

neighbors question. 
   But all of that is OK. It’s keeping me 
busy over the winter months when 
I don’t get to drive. It’s a nice beefy 
project for me to get into, and well – 
make lists about. 
   I’m excited to get my Porsche into 
her own garage, on my own lift, 

and be able to do those maintenance-y 
things on my own without bothering 
everyone else. Just as soon as I can fi nd, 
and unpack that oil fi lter I bought in the 
fall. 

How long will my new commute 
be? Will we like the neighbors? 
What’s the best pizza joint? How 
long will it take to fi nd landscap-
ers? 

On the Edge
of  New Digs

Adrianne Ross
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It’s in the books, fi ve Superbowl wins and 
an embarrassment for King Roger! The 
count is on, not only to see if the Pats can 

accrue more rings but to see if TB12 can 
really play until he’s 45 years old as he re-
cently suggested was his goal. Once again 
named MVP, Mr. Brady “regifted” his prize 
truck to a player he deemed more deserv-
ing. Is it because he’s altruistic or because 
he has no use for a pickup truck? Being a 
cynic, I’d wager that if the MVP prize was 
a new Porsche, Tommy boy would be less 
likely to part with that one.
   February has a way of turning my mind 

(and I expect many of yours) towards 
driving our Porsches in pleasant weather. 
Whether in an autocross (A/X) event, a 
track (DE) event or just on the street on a 
sunny day – that’s why we bought them. 
We’ve got a full calendar of A/X, DE, and 
social events so please sign up. 
   Continuing in that vein, I just returned 
from the NER Ground School at HMS Mo-
torsports where we had more than thirty 
curious folks interested in learning about 
DE. Between Stan Corbett, John Dunkle, 
Ann Anderson, Peter Tracy, Kristin Larson, 
yours truly, and the terrifi c HMS person-
nel Cody McLean and Brady Baxter we 
gave an overview of our DE program. We 
introduced the NER Track Committee, each 
of whom described their roles and gave a 
little background on themselves. The HMS 
guys described what safety equipment 
was required for novice participation (lots 
of options but essentially a current, Snell 
certifi ed helmet and an OEM three point 
harness). Stan explained the Driver Educa-
tion mission, and the program benefi ts, 
with emphasis on safety and fun! Ann gave 
an overview of our Instructor Develop-
ment Program and I described what to 

expect from a day at the track, including 
pre-event requirements. Pete described 
the Novice Development program he’s 
developed, and John elaborated all 
during the presentation and wrapped 
it up by drawing names for the three 
lucky participants who get a free day 
at Thompson, NER’s fi rst event of the 
season. The group as a whole answered 
questions during and after the presenta-
tion. Feedback was universally positive.  
Thanks again to Joe Marko, the owner of 
HMS for donating his facility, lunch and 
most importantly, his capable staff  for 
this event. Thanks also to David Peter-
man, one of our NER members and a 
Partner in PR Restaurants, who donated 
breakfast from one of his Panera stores.
   I recently read a “Blurb” in Car and 
Driver magazine discussing seasonal 
tires, i.e., all-season tires, summer tires, 
or winter tires. Michelin, according to 

the article estimates that only “two or 
three percent of U.S. drivers change to 
dedicated winter tires because the rest 
either live outside the Snowbelt or their 
winter is regularly mild enough not to 
warrant the eff ort. Another factor is the 
lack of government oversight. In many 
European countries, winter tire use is 
compulsory . . .” It was of interest to me 
because my recently purchased Macan 
GTS came equipped with 20” wheels 
and all season tires. I put Blizzaks on my 
oft-mentioned ’06 Infi niti M35X, (aff ec-
tionately known as the “beater”) and it 
is unstoppable in the winter. Let me say, 
unequivocally, that I am a fan of winter 
tires in New England. Therein lies the di-
lemma. Do I buy a winter tire and wheel 
package for the Macan and sell the 
beater or do I continue as in the past? 
The problem with maintaining the status 
quo is that every time it snows, I have to 
clean off  the beater since there is only 
room for three cars in the garage but; 
the beater is the winter car. So why don’t 
I put the beater in the garage and leave 
one of the other cars in the driveway 

So why don’t I put the beater in 
the garage and leave one of the 
other cars in the driveway you 
ask? Well, because the other cars 
are Porsches.

One Track Mind

Hope of Spring
Dick Anderson

continued on page 36



Four Speeds & Drum Brakes

continued on page 34

The annual trip to the Arizona auctions 
gave me a chance to strike another 
item off  my bucket list this year. In an 

eff ort to prove that my life includes more 
than just “car stuff ” I decided to widen my 
horizons and make a run up to the Grand 
Canyon before the auctions got going this 
year.
   I had been there years ago when my 
family had moved from southern California 
to central Florida back in the fi fties.  We 
had driven across country in two cars, my 
parents in a ’55 Studebaker President and  
the other a 1956 Mercury Montclair, driven 
by our Aunt Dorothea who was a teacher 

in Vallejo, CA. She had bought my mother’s 
Mercury and was making part of the trip 
with us. She was going to drive as far as 
our grandparents home in Washington, 
MO and then turn around and go back to 
the Bay area. Given a chance to ride with 
our parents or our ‘crazy aunt’, who was 
always making jokes and laughing, brother, 
Bill, and I rode in the Mercury. The fi rst 
days ride was to drive east on Rt 40 and if 
separated, meet up at the Grand Canyon. 
Of course my father took off  like a shot and 
we followed. While we were sailing along 
singing songs and having a great time, we 
didn’t see that Dad had stopped for gas 
and we had become the lead car. Arriving 
at the turn off  for Grand Canyon National 
Park and not fi nding the Studebaker the 
conclusion was that they had gone into the 
Park so we turned in to catch up. The road 
from Rt 40 to the Canyon’s south ridge is 46 
miles. By the time we got to the end of the 
road it was dark and there was no Stude-
baker. Fearing that we would never fi nd 
them again our Aunt put the pedal on the 

fl oor and we charged back down the 46 
miles to Rt 40. The Mercury had a speed-
ometer that was mounted on the top of 
the dash and was lit from behind so it 
was easy to see the numbers from where 
I was sitting in the back seat.  I had never 
been in a car that had gone 100 mph 
and so as the needle got into triple digits 
I was certainly not going to open my 
mouth, not at age 13. The big Merc was 
fl oating down that straight two lane 
road like a ship in the ocean, rolling gen-
tly from side to side and the pavement 
seemed to be getting pretty narrow. 
Just as Bill spoke up and said that we 
were driving over 100 mph a very large 
raptor swooped down in front of the car 
to grab a rodent that was crossing the 
roadway. It was probably an owl since it 
was it was as dark as these city kids had 
ever seen and it’s wingspan seemed to 
cover an entire lane as the headlights 
caught it in midfl ight.  A single fl ap of its 
wings raised the bird over the top of the 
Merc without disturbing a  feather but 
our brains were imprinted with an image 
that remains to this day, over 60 years 
later. Nobody said a word as the Merc 
slowed down into double digit territory, 
still far exceeding the 45 mph posted 
limit. A very quiet 30 minutes passed 
before Rt 40 showed up, except for the 
instructions we were given that speeds 
were not to be discussed with our 
parents. Aunt Dorothea was a teacher 
and we knew that you always did what a 
teacher told you.
   That short visit was in the dark and 
while I always said that I had been to the 
Grand Canyon, a big hit down south, I 
had never seen it in the day light and I 
wanted to correct that. It was close.
   Driving up in, grandson Louie’s Mini 
Cooper, I arrived with plenty of time to 
get the views I had missed all those years 
before. While there was a call for snow 
the next day I fi gured that I would be 
able to get some sunrise shots before it 

The big Merc was fl oating down 
that straight two lane road like a 
ship in the ocean, rolling gently 
from side to side ...

Porsches and Canyons in AZ

arrived. Good thing I took photos when 
I did because by dawn the Canyon had 
disappeared in a cloud of snow.  

    The lodge, El Tovar, at the South Rim has 
been there more than 100 years and I’m 
sure that I saw it briefl y all those years ago. 
The Mini looked great at the front door 
ready to make the run back to Phoenix in 
the snow.  

   Back in the Valley of the Sun the auction 

Tom Tate

PG. 8 N O R E A S T E R



N O R E A S T E R PG. 9

The winter “no car stuff ” blues con-
tinue.   I was very jealous reading 
Sterling’s report of the Lucas Oil 

Racing School.  And Gary Cooper’s report 
of his visit to the LA Porsche Experience 
center (thanks for the autocross plug, 
Gary!).  And one of my Jamaican Bakin’ 
teammates just did a three day Porsche 
Sport Driving Course in Atlanta.  That 
sounded fantastic (including dinner with 
Hurley Haywood).  The closest thing I got 
to a car trip was going to the Cayman 
Islands (mind you, I’m not complaining 
– we were off ered free lodging by some 
generous friends).  Much to my disap-
pointment I saw no Caymans.  One 911 (a 

ratty 996) and one Boxster (I guess you’d 
want a convertible so that makes sense).  
The nicest ride I saw was a Bentley con-
vertible, probably owned by someone 
who was into off shore investing (that 
was not why we went).  And why anyone 
would bother with a sportscar on an 
island that is 30 miles end to end, with no 
speed limit higher than 40, and horrible 
traffi  c is beyond me.  
   For the most part we soaked and 
sunned but we did have a rental car: a 
right hand drive Ford Ecosport mini SUV.  
This is a model based on the Fiesta which 
will be sold in the U.S. next year.  Don’t 
cancel that Macan S order – the Eco-
sport features a 1.0 liter turbo 3-cylinder 
attached to a CVT automatic.  At least it 
had good air conditioning.  We did take a 
morning to do a driving tour.  There was 
a Cayman Motoring Museum that cost 
$20 to enter and see 48 collector vehicles 
(featured cars included a 1955 Thunder-
bird and a 1962 MGB – be still my heart!).  
Predictably the lone attendant was half 

asleep and not surprised when I declined 
to purchase.  The Cayman Turtle Farm 
was a better value as we blended with 
a tour bus group and managed to walk 
in without paying.  But the high-point 
of our tour was a visit to Hell.  There’s a 
small area of the island that is covered 
with horrible looking black limestone 
rocks that, legend has it, some old British 
colonist claimed to be what Hell would 
look like.  When life gives you lemons 
you open a tourist trap where you can 
buy a postcard that says “I went to Hell” 
and has the postmark to prove it.
   Enough tourism, and on to a report of 
the Jamaican Bakin’ team’s winter work:  

the Miata ran perfectly the whole 
2016 season and helped us win our 
fi rst ever trophy – so it gets almost 
nothing over the winter, so sad, 
pathetic actually.  It will ultimately get 
fl uids changed and maybe a brake 
pad or two but mostly it just sits and 

watches us beaver on the BMW.  The 
only attention it has gotten so far was 
a new right front fender.  The original 
fender was, one might charitably say, 
“experienced” (it had made very close 
friends of fi rst an Acura and then an Alfa 
Milano) and since the BMW engine bay 
will only hold so many workers, the less 
skilled of us (me) was assigned the grunt 
work.
   The E30 (AKA “I thought this was going 
to be faster”) is getting a fancy 3.0 liter 
engine.  Old engine out, new one in, 
easy-peasy.  Figuring out 
which wires go to and 
from the Megasquirt ECU, 
not so much.  Probability 
of fi ring the fi rst time we 
turn the key, considerably 
below 100%.  Once we do 
get a cough then it has to 
go to a dyno to be tuned.  
Other work to be done:  
diff erent diff erential with 
a higher ratio so second 

The Long and Winding Road

Car Lovers....

 When life gives you lemons you 
open a tourist trap where you can 
buy a postcard that says “I went to 
Hell”

gear becomes useful and we don’t hit 
the rev limit at WGI.  But wait, the second 
gear synchro is shot so we better send the 
transmission out to have that fi xed.  There 
are also plans to replace the rear sub-frame 
with one that allows rear alignment adjust-
ment.  I forgot the new radiator and some 
re-plumbing.  And fi nally, maybe now we 
need to put the fancy brakes that we took 
off  back on since we have more power – 
and fi gure out how to get the brake bias 
correct.  See any problems here?  I mean 
the fi rst race isn’t until April!?!  (although 
we of course should take it to some event 
before that to make sure it all works).
   Speaking of races our plan is to focus 
on the American Endurance Racing series 
(two eight hour days, similar to Lemons 
and Chumps but with better cars/drivers) 
with races at Watkins Glen, New Jersey 
and (new track for us) Mid-Ohio.  Plus the 
Chumps race at Thompson (where we are 
the defending Class C champion!) and 
maybe a Chumps race at Mosport.  What, 
no Lemons races?  We’ll see.  

Bill Seymour



Happy PCA Anniversary!

Minutes of the Board
February  Meeting
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FIVE YEARS

Thaddeus W. 
Herliczek
Gozie F Chalker
Adrien W. Mercier
Alan  Davis
Charlie  Ko
Richard A. Pinkowitz
Richard  Ericson
Bob  Manchester
Joseph F. Federl
Alfred J. LaGreca
Pierre M. Oustinow
Lawrence A Baker

continued on page 37

FORTY-FIVE YEARS

Frank D. Fantasia

THIRTY YEARS

Brian  Gollaher

TWENTY YEARS

Gerald E. Fennessey

FIFTEEN YEARS

James F. Padbury
James C. Hanrahan
Gerard E. Lavigne
Peter T. Beale

TEN YEARS

Udo O. Schroff 
John P. Gralton
Scott D. James
Charles A. Spacagna
Sarah K. Anderson
Mark  Russo
Garry J. Weiner
James F. Morgan
Frank  Niemiec

Alan Donkin

The board members attended a 
somewhat diff erent venue for our 
February meeting as Robert Jacob-

sen, our new Treasurer, hosted the gath-
ering in one of the conference rooms 
at the Mount Wachusett Ski Area where 
he is a Ski Ranger in his spare time away 
from work and family.  Robert, picked up 
the cost of the drinks and the room while 
David Peterman graciously provided the 
food from Panera.  Thanks, go out to you 
both!
   Other attending board and chair mem-
bers were Bill Seymour, Ann and Dick 
Anderson, Kristin Larson, Glenn Cham-
pagne, Stan Corbett, Sterling Vernon, and 
myself.  Missing was Adrianne Ross who 
unfortunately, was under the weather.  
The meeting was brought to order at 
7:30PM, Wednesday the 15th.
   Bill started with updates on activities 
which involve moving car events.  These 
include Autocross, the Ramble, the Zone 
1 Concours and Rally that NER is hosting, 
and the usual tours that are part of our 
yearly planning.
   All the AX dates for the season are 
now settled and that information can 
be found on our website at porschenet.
com.  Chris Ryan (our new AX Chair) held 
a planning meeting with the AX com-
mittee and we plan to implement some 
minor changes to car classes and spon-
sorship recognition that will be made 
for 2017.  The spring AX school is well 
into the planning stages and slated for 
Sunday, the 7th of May.  PCA National has 
delayed the procurement of insurance 
certifi cates and the Moore Airfi eld at 
Devens has modifi ed their requirements 
so the insurance issues have not been 
resolved at this point.  Sign-ups for each 
of this year’s AXs will include an opt-out 
$5 donation to a Devens area charity to 
be determined later.
   Ramble news as of this meeting is that 
we currently have 268 people with 135 
cars signed up and everything looks to 

be in good order for this fun time the 
last weekend in April.  Dennis Friedman, 
who has done such an outstanding job 
organizing this event has been working 
diligently to fi nd sponsorship with some 
success.  Sponsorship helps to defray 
much of the overhead and logistical 
costs of running such a large event and 
provides great exposure to those who 
chose to participate.  Major thanks go 
out to Jerry Pellegrino (again!) at Euro-
pean Performance Engineering in Natick 
for his continuing support of not just 
the Ramble, but the Annual Gala and DE 
events as well.
   The Zone 1 Concours and Rally week-
end is deep into the planning stages 
but we are still struggling for sponsor-
ship.  We expect to start printing fl yers 
and placing adds soon and are trying 
to round up gift certifi cates and goodie 
bags.  We’d love for members to step up 
as volunteers and would truly appreci-
ate anyone who would like to pitch in.  
Please contact any of us listed inside the 
back cover of the Nor’Easter for more 
details.
   Stan and John Dunkle, who was unable 
to attend, presented updates to our 
High-Performance Drivers Education 
Program for 2017.  The ground school 
will have already happened as you read 
this and we expect solid attendance 
once again this year.  An instructor semi-
nar presented by esteemed racing coach 
Ross Bentley is scheduled for April 15’th 
and is already sold out with a pending 
wait list.  Stan has agreed to be the DE 
Safety Chair for 2017 and the DE man-
agement team is working to identify DE 
Instructor candidates.  Registration for 
the 2017 DE events will be announced 
on or around March 1st.  In addition, this 
season we are off ering personal coaches 
for hire at most or all of our events.  The 
Mont Tremblant event in Canada looks 
to be an extremely popular DE weekend 
and we are partnering up with Northern 

New Jersey Region for this DE so sign up 
early if you have any desire to attend.
   Glenn, our new Administrative VP report-
ed that our “Winter Warmer” at Herb Cham-
bers Porsche of Boston was well attended 
despite the snowy weather.  Our thanks 
go out to Mr. Chambers, Ian Miller (Gen-
eral Manager) and Rick Scourtas (Leasing 
Manager) for putting on this “Can’t wait till 
Spring” event.  The photography clinic to 
be presented by Richard Viard will happen 
on the 5th of March and is sure to be popu-
lar and the fi rst “Cars and Coff ee” of the 
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If you haven’t seen Jay Leno’s Garage 
on CNBC, check it out.  Boston’s Jay 
Leno, legendary comic, host of NBC’s 

The Tonight Show, and legendary car 
collector
   One episode featured now former Vice 
President Joe Biden.  I won’t spoil it for 
you, but the former vice president has 
owned a 1967  Corvette Stingray 4 speed 
with a 327 V8 engine and 300HP since it 
was brand new.  He tells a touching story 
of how his father bought the car for him 
brand new and has owned ever since.
   Later in the show, retired four star gen-
eral and Secretary of State Colin Powell 

“mysteriously” appears out of nowhere 
in his 2015 Corvette Stingray Z51, joins 
in the fun and challenges the former 
vice president to a drag race.  It’s unclear 
who wins, but at the end of the race, 
they turn around go back to Jay, get 
out of their cars, faces beaming, laugh-
ing about what they just did, and begin 
telling stories about the cars.  It was 
unscripted, unproduced, genuine, and 
sincere.  It wasn’t the retired secretary of 
state and four star general of the most 
powerful army on the planet, and the 
now former vice president of the United 
States, and one of the most recognized 
celebrities in the country.  It was just 
three guys named Colin, Joe, and Jay 
hanging out talking cars.
   And it got me thinking.  These three 
guys could have been any of us and at 
any Porsche event.  
   I have made a lot of friends here in 
NER and have no idea what some of 
them do/did for a living.  Not particularly 
interested. It doesn’t matter.  It is about 
the community.  At the annual Winter 
Warmer, we had 60 members get in their 
cars on a snowy/rain February day and 
drive into the Boston.  It certainly wasn’t 

to hear what I had to say. I wouldn’t go 
to hear what I had to say.  Betty doesn’t 
want to hear what I have to say, usually, 
well sometimes, unless it’s in her favor 
for our upcoming kitchen remodel. But 
I digress.  Returning to subject, club 
members wanted to see the new Porsche 
models, reconnect with friends, and 
listen to the star of the event “Racetrack” 
Rick Scourtas of Herb Chambers Porsche 
of Boston.  Rick is a great friend and 
longtime sponsor of NER, certifi ed brand 
ambassador of Porsche, and quite the 
raconteur.  
   You could see it their eyes.  It’s about 
the passion.
   As always, please check the website, 
www.porschenet.com,  for latest infor-
mation on all Events!

It was just three guys hanging 
out talking cars.

Word on the Street
Just Talking Cars

Glenn Champagne
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It’s funny to think back to how we 
fi rst start out in particular hobbies or 
pastimes and how things evolve over 

time. I remember prepping for my fi rst 
autocross many years ago. I was fully 
focused on “making the car faster” with a 
few minor modifi cations. I showed up the 
autocross feeling like I was going to be 
decent at this driving thing, maybe even 
good! I thought I was an above-average 
street driver and my 997 should be able 
to acquit itself admirably, of course. Since 
Skip Barber hadn’t failed me out of their 
class at Lime Rock many years prior, I 
must be decent, right? Surely I’d quickly 
be in the top 10 or 20 percent? Or better?

   As you can guess, I didn’t know what 
I didn’t know. I went in with a touch of 
that classic “Porsche overconfi dence 
swagger” that our kind are occasionally 
known to possess - not you, of course. 
After that fi rst day, instead of the FTOD, I 
came away with a big old slice of humble 
pie. Cars with far less horsepower and 
nowhere near the “sporting pedigree” of 
my 997 were wiping the fl oor with me as 
far as AX times were concerned. Clearly, 
“the car was the issue.” It needed to be 
“better.” It was a rude awakening, sure, 
but I still wasn’t fully awake.
   I started to tinker with the car. I 
changed the springs. I bought stickier 
tires. I upgraded the front rotors and 
bought racier brake pads. I put racing 
brake fl uid in that would be good to 
eight gazillion degrees Kelvin and fl owed 
it through stainless steel lines to ensure 
that no amount of extraneous lack of 
compressive force would deter me from 

braking excellence! I researched add-
ing a supercharger (easy bolt-on, right? 
wrong) and whether a turbo motor 
could be sourced and swapped. Kidneys 
are cheaper, it appears, so that was a no 
go.
   I went back to the autocross with some 
of the go-fast bits installed. I ran many, 
many laps. And I was barely any faster. 
Prepped Civics and Corollas were still 
soundly beating me. From that moment, 
my evolution in the sport changed its 
course. I could no longer pretend I had a 
slow horse. The issue was the loose nut 
behind the wheel. I was not yet living up 
to my car.

   Part of my awakening was putting a 
fast driver into my car while I watched 
and learned. When faced with the 
prospect that someone else can be so 
much better than you using the same 
exact hardware...well, you can’t hide 
from the truth. So, I began to attend 
the morning classes that were held 
before the afternoon autocrosses. I 

became a regular fi xture at those classes, 
trying to learn and practice and suck up 
as much knowledge from my instructors 
as I could. 
   I still messed around with my car a 
bit, though. I put in adjustable control 
arms, stiff er sway bars, much stickier 
tires, heavier oil, adjustable shocks. My 
997 was slowly metamorphosing into a 
race car. And I started going faster in it 
than I believed possible when I started in 
the hobby. But at a cost — I was ruin-
ing it as a street car. I used to take it on 
weekend trips with the family, loving 
that I could fi t an amazing amount of 
kid gear into this small sports car. I loved 
the glass Targa roof that provides great 
interior light and airiness while also slid-
ing back to make a huge open sunroof 
at any speed. But now the car was low 
and harsh and noisy and I had to avoid 
speed bumps and potholes like walking 
over hot broken glass with a handful of 

Nut Behind the Wheel
Back to the Hard Streets

As you can guess, I didn’t know 
what I didn’t know. I went in with a 
touch of that classic “Porsche over-
confi dence swagger” that our kind 
are occasionally known to possess

eggs. It creaked and groaned like bits were 
actively falling off  - “race car noises” - I told 
myself. Driving it on weekends wasn’t quite 
as enjoyable anymore. It sat in the garage, 
patiently waiting for DE and autocross 
events. At those events, thanks to constant 
instruction, I kept getting a little faster.
   Finally, last season, I came to a crossroads 
of sorts. I could continue to mess with my 
car but it would be time to stop pretending 
it was a street car and get into roll cages 
and harnesses and head down the one-
way street to racecar-like modifi cations. Or 
I could build/buy a track car and leave this 
poor, nearly-ruined 997 alone. And undo 
its ruination by putting it back to street car 
use.
   In a moment of rare clarity for me, I de-
cided to stop pushing the poor 997 toward 
a fate that it did not deserve or expect. It 
was time to stop and bring it back to being 
a fun car to drive on the streets. I’m looking 
forward to getting more use out of the car. 
And more enjoyment with my family. Now 
if only the snow would disappear so I can 
make that happen! The 997 is still going to 
be a bit low and a tad creaky since I don’t 
want to undo all my “improvements.” But I 
hope it’s going to once again be a car that 
I take out on weekends for fun and family 
enjoyment. That’s what I now call “evolu-
tion.”

Sterling Vernon
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As I write this on February 19th (OK, 
OK – so, it’s late again, as it was 
due on the 15th?) it feels just like 

SPRING outside! Fifty degrees, sunshine 
and I have to go to the garage and look 
at my cars, all of which are in hibernation, 
to remind me it is only the “lull before an-
other storm”. But, in the few fl eeting mo-
ments that remind me of warmer days to 
come, I can’t help but get excited for the 
time that the salt will be washed from 
the road – and the moisture that falls 
from the sky won’t be of “white stuff ”.
   When that happens, I swear I won’t 
be late in getting my car out of its deep 

winter slumber! But, for now – there are 
a few things we can do to entertain our-
selves before the days turn both longer 
and warmer. A couple of those include:
   First – now is the perfect time to detail 
the car! Really. While I’m not a “Q-Tip” 
and “white glove” kind of guy, I do take 
pride in my cars’ appearance. It’s getting 
to the little things that need attention 
that we are too busy to attend to during 
the driving season. Maybe it’s remov-
ing one wheel at a time and cleaning it 
up and inspecting the tire. Or, replacing 
the wipers, and while I’m at it, fi xing the 
rock chips on the wiper arm. Perhaps it 
actually doing a through vacuuming and 
cleaning the upholstery. It could be a lot 
of things – those things we always say 
we’ll get to, yet never do. The ultimate 
satisfaction in doing these menial tasks 
is that, upon completion – I sit in the 
driver’s seat and make “Vrooom-VROOM” 
sounds to get into the mood of actually 
driving the car come spring.

   Second – now is the time to crank up 
the stereo in the garage (everyone has 
a stereo in their garage, right?) and take 
the time to look at the paint/exterior. 
Have a few rock and pebble chips? Now’s 
the time! Honestly – the harder you look 
for them, the more you’ll fi nd. If you 
drive on the track, you’ll also be enter-
tained for hours removing rubber marks. 
The best rubber remover (in my opinion) 
is Mothers R3 Racing Rubber Remover – 
great stuff ! Of course, once you’re done, 
a quick hand wash and full wax treat-
ment should be next. See how one thing 
leads to another?

   Third – you can always check/change 
fl uids, including fl ushing and changing 
your brake fl uid. For Driver’s Educa-
tion, brake fl uid must be fully changed 
out at least once a year, so, it’s always 
nice to be able to do it, knowing if you 
“get stuck” during the process, there 
is ample time to get it sorted before 
driving season. Changing oil and fi lters 

is another source of on-going “garage 
entertainment” during the winter 
months as well, but not nearly as excit-
ing as changing out your transmission 
oil. In any event, all of these tasks hold 
their own various degrees of fun and 
excitement!
   By the way, can you tell I’m particularly 
bored during the winter months wait-
ing for warmer weather and the start 
of the DE Season? If you didn’t come 
to that conclusion yet, go to the top of 
this page, and start reading this article 
again..?! ;)
   Come On Spring! 

 ...for now – there are a few things 
we can do to entertain ourselves 
before the days turn both longer 
and warmer. ... First – now is the 
perfect time to detail the car! 
Really.

Off Line
Winter Warmers

John Dunkle
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2017 Calendar
At-A-Glance

March

5 - Photography Clinic
15 - Board Meeting
April

9 - Brian Redman
12 - Board Meeting
22 - NCR AX 1
28 - Ramble
May

7 - NER (AX School)
10 - Board Meeting
21 - NER AX 1
26-28 NER DE Thompson
June

9-11 NER DE Palmer
11 -  NCR AX 2
14 - Board Meeting
July

8 - NER AX 2
12 - Board Meeting
14-16 NER DE Mt Tremblant 
18-20 NER DE Calabogie
29 - NER AX 3
30 - NCR AX 3
August

9 - Board Meeting
11-13 NER DE WGI
13 - NER AX 4
September

2 - NCR AX 4
13 - Board Meeting
16/17 - ZONE 1 AX
22-24 NER DE Palmer
30 - NCR AX 5
October

11 - Board Meeting
14 - NER AX 5
November

15 - Board Meeting
December 

13 - Board Meeting

Photography Clinic at Natick VFW March 5th 10am-12pm presented by our own photo 
expert, Richard Viard
   Take your car photography to the next level with our Car Photography Clinic. Do you 

have a digital SLR but always use auto mode? Are your car photos not quite Panorama mate-
rial? Does your point and shoot camera cramp your style?
   Come to our car photography clinic where our frequent club photographer Richard Viard will 
introduce various ways to improve your photos through an easy to understand format focus-
ing on essential tips for getting the most out of your shots. You will learn out to get out of auto 
mode and the essential settings for specifi c situations. The topics covered will include:
   • Turning off  the nannies
   • Basic camera control
   • Composition (driving the line)
   • Essential tips for
   • Motion shots
   • Stop action
   • Beauty shots
   • Post processing
   • Workfl ow and organization
   Although geared towards car photography, the tips covered in this clinic apply to other type 
of photography such as portrait, landscape, and more.
   The clinic is open to all levels, no prior photography experience needed.
   Bring your camera! Weather permitting, we will have a hands on session.
   Please register via the Events page on the website ( www.porschenet.com )
   Questions? Please contact Glenn Champagne at admin@porschenet.com
   Refreshments will be available to all.

Photography Clinic

March 5th
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What is NER’s Annual Spring Ramble, aside from the obvious: 140+ Porsches (some Ramblers do drive vehicles other than 
Porsches), good friends, good food and a weekend at a top-notch resort hotel?
   You’ll arrive Friday (or earlier at our inviting rate) meet up with other early arrivers if you’re one, and begin your social 

and partying activities. .  There are plenty of activities on the property and in the Manchester area including The Golf & Tennis 
Club at Equinox, hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, Land Rover Driving Experience, Green Mountain Falconry School, 
Orvis Fly Fishing School, and plenty of outlet stores to visit.
   On Friday from 6:00–7:30 p.m., see old friends and meet some new PCA’ers at the Welcome Reception.  We’ll be serving compli-
mentary light nibbles and off er a reasonably-priced cash bar in the Manchester Room at The Equinox, www.equinoxresort.com.  
So come down, pick up your name tag, and say hello before you head out for dinner on your own.  There are lots of great restau-
rants in Manchester (reservations are recommended) off ering various cuisines and price points, or you can choose to eat on the 
property at The Marsh Tavern or The Chop House.
   On Saturday morning, registration will be open from 7:00–8:45 a.m. in the Rockwell Ballroom, with continental breakfast con-
tinuing until 9:00 a.m.  The drivers’ meeting will convene at 8:45 a.m., after which drivers will head out to our lunch destination in 
Saratoga Springs via the scenic back roads of Vermont and New York.  You may even fi nd yourselves driving through a covered 
bridge along the route!
   Following the buff et lunch, you’ll embark on another enjoyable back road route returning to The Equinox - traversing rivers and 
lakes, over hills and through meadows.  Or, if you prefer to get back sooner to begin your partying, massage, hike or whatever, 
simply take the more direct route that will also be provided.
   For you fi rst timers – a hearty welcome. Your registration packet will include a detailed route to and from our lunch stop, that 
my wife Carol and I have travelled many times, revising and correcting along the way.  Unlike most other group tours, we drive on 
our own (not in lock-step with a leader) though usually you’ll fi nd yourself part of a multi-car pod.  Stop at an antique shop, make 
a pit stop, or pull off  to take a photo when you want, and pick up the next pod coming down the road.  Want to spend time with 
some diff erent Porsche models of varying colors?  Just pull off  and join the next pod to come along.
   At 6:00 p.m. Saturday evening, we’ll meet for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres in the Rockwell Ballroom followed by a plated dinner 
in The Colonnade, and more socializing on your own after dinner.  From 7:00–10:00 a.m. Sunday morning, a full, hot, buff et break-
fast will be served in The Colonnade, after which you’re on your own again to head home, or stay longer and enjoy the charms of 
Manchester.
   We’re again sponsored by the good guys at European Performance Engineering in Natick, MA – 508.651.1316; give them a 
call for anything from an oil change to a full street to track conversion.
  Remember, this is a Tour, and we expect you to follow all the laws and regulations pertaining to the public roadways we’ll be 
traveling.  If you have the urge to exercise your Porsche more fully, we would highly recommend attending one of the many 
Driver’s Education or Autocross events hosted by the Northeast Region.  Imprudent or dangerous driving behavior will not be 
tolerated during the Ramble.

• Unless you like being on a wait list, register early for one of the 140 rooms in our block. 

• The Friday rate is for your room only and includes all taxes.  Subject to availability, this same rate applies for 3 pre & post 
Ramble nights should you wish to extend your stay.

April 28 – April 30, 2017   The Equinox Resort & Spa, Manchester, VT

2017 NER Ramble



Main Hotel  Single  Double  Townhouse Suites* Single  Double
Friday   $199.40  $199.40  Friday   $169.40   $169.40
Saturday package $349.70  $489.01  Saturday package $319.70  $459.01

*There are only 10 of these comfortable, spacious units with a kitchenette, located a 2-minute walk from the Main Hotel.  They do 
require walking a fl ight of stairs to access.  On the ground fl oor at the same price, are a similar number of Townhouse King Rooms which 
are smaller and without a kitchenette.
  

REGISTRATION will be ONLINE this year at ClubRegistration.net

   1. Type this link into your web browser: https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/7969.  You can also fi nd the event 
by going to www.clubregistration.net, logging in (see #2 below to “Create Account”), and then click on “Search for Events”, high-
lighting “Find Event” on the drop-down menu.  Click on “By Date” at the left middle of the screen, type in a “Beginning Date” of 
4/27/17 and an “Ending Date” of 4/30/17, and then click on “Search”.
   2. If you have never used ClubRegistration.net, you will need to create an account.  Clicking on “Create Account” on the home 
page will take you to the “New Account Setup” screen where you will be asked to select a Username and Password as well as 
enter your First Name and Last Name.  After making these entries, click “Create”.  This will take you to the “Profi le” page where you 
will enter your personal information.  Once you have completed your “Profi le”, click on “Update” (at the bottom left of the screen) 
to save your information.  Please enter an email address that you check frequently.

   3. After you’ve completed #2 above, you’ll be taken to the Vehicles Page, where you should enter your information.  Once you 
have “Saved” your vehicle information, click on “My Account” at the top of the page, and highlight “Edit Memberships” in the drop 
down menu.  Enter “PCA”, your “Region/Chapter” (we are Northeast), your “Membership Number”, and click “Add”. 
   4. The registration fee of $60 per person is fully refundable through March 1, and 50% refundable thereafter through April 7.  
Your Equinox reservations are cancelable with no penalty by calling them at least 3 days before arrival.  If you fi nd it necessary to 
cancel your room, please do so as early as possible, to enable people on the waitlist to attend.
   5. To reserve a room, call The Equinox at (877) 854-7626 on Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., and ask to book within 
the “Porsche Club of New England Ramble” room block.
   6. Please do not call The Equinox to make your reservation before you have registered online.  We will be matching registra-
tions against the hotel-supplied rooming list on a weekly basis, and those registered will receive priority within our room block.  
A room reserved without an event registration is not guaranteed.  We expect to fi ll up the hotel, so please make your reserva-
tions with The Equinox promptly after you have registered to avoid disappointment.

If you have any questions about online registration, or anything else about the Ramble, 
call Dennis Friedman at (781) 740-1660 before 10:00 p.m. 

or email him at dennisfriedman@comcast.net

• The resort fee is included in the room rate and includes free wireless internet, indoor heated pool, sauna & steam room, fi t-
ness center, local area shuttle, unlimited local calls, access to 855 preserve trails on Mount Equinox, and valet parking.  There’s 
also complimentary self-parking.

• Your registration fee covers the Friday Welcome Reception with light nibbles, Saturday Continental Breakfast, Lunch in Sara-
toga Springs, and all the other costs incurred in organizing and running the Ramble. 

Sponsored by:
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Please join the Northeast Region of the Porsche Club of America and the Boston Chapter of BMW CCA as we host Brian Red-
man! Brian will speak about auto racing’s particularly deadly decade of 1965-1975.  Brian’s long list of accomplishments 
include, a very successful career in sportscar racing and the World Sportscar Championship, winning the 1970 Targa Florio 

with a Porsche 908 and the 12 Hours of Sebring twice, in 1975 with a BMW Coupé, in 1978 with a Porsche 935 and the Spa-Fran-
corchamps 1000km race winning 4 times (1968–1970, 1972). He was for many years associated with the Chevron marque, founded 
by fellow-Lancastrian Derek Bennett.
   Brian’s actual 1976 Daytona 24 hour winning BMW CSL he shared with Peter Gregg and John Fitzpatrick will be on full display!
   Brian’s most recent book, “Daring Drivers and Deadly Tracks”, co-written with Jim Mullen, and Forward by the one and only auto 
racing legend Mario Andretti, will be available for purchase and personally autographed by Brian.  
   Event details will be posted on the website ASAP!  As always, please check the website www.porschenet.com for the most cur-
rent and up to date information.   Thank you for your patience!
   Questions?  Please contact Glenn Champagne at admin@porschenet.com

Brian Redman is Coming to Boston in April!
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W
hy should I autocross?  Auto-
cross allows you to drive your 
Porsche the way you’d like to 

drive it all the time but know you can’t!  
Foot on the fl oor, cornering at the limit, 
getting a little sideways – all in a safe set-
ting.  You will learn car control skills and 
the limits of your car in a fun, competitive 
setting.
   I haven’t done it before, isn’t it only 

for experienced drivers?  Ah, that’s the 
beauty of AX (that means autocross, get 
it?)!  AX is a great introduction to spirited 
car driving.  Sure, there will be some very 
experienced and skilled drivers at our 
autocrosses.  But learn from them, don’t 
be intimidated.  We will assign a mentor 
to fi rst time attendees – someone in a car 
similar to yours who will be available to 
answer questions and help you through 
your fi rst event.  We also provide instruc-
tors who will ride with you when you 
request it and coach you to improve.  Fi-
nally, you can ride with more experienced 
drivers to learn from them.
   I don’t want to get hurt or hurt my car 

or wear it out.  There are no guarantees 
in life but you are more likely to get in an 
accident driving to the event than at it.  

We take safety seriously.  Please see the 
“Safety” page in the Rules section under 
Autocross on our website.  And as to 
wearing out your car, this is what your 
Porsche was made to do!  If your car is 
healthy (we do a tech inspection that 
covers safety items) then you won’t do it 
any more harm than you would driving 
it on the street.  You’ll put a little wear 
on the tires – get over it!  Worried about 
hitting a cone?  Even the worst whack is 
easily waxed away.
   I only have so many weekends I can 

do “car stuff ” and I want to do Driver 

Education, I may not have time for 

AX!  Hold on cowboy!  Talk to the DE 
regulars – I think they’ll recommend 
that you practice your car control skills 
at a nice deserted airstrip before you 
attack a track with guard rails and tire 
walls.
   Yeah, but you don’t get to go as fast 

at autocross as you do at the track.  
No, that’s true - but try fi nding your way 
through a tight sequence of cones at 60 
mph and tell me how fast it feels.  Also, 
at autocross you can safely drive your 
car right up to the limit.  And remember 
that autocross, unlike DE, is a competi-

tive event where you are trying to go as fast 
as you can.
   OK, OK, maybe I should give it a try.  

Who is eligible?  Anyone 18 or older can 
come.  Teenage children of PCA members 
who are under 18 but have a full license 
(not a learner’s permit) are able to partici-
pate via the PCA Junior Participation pro-
gram.  This requires that a waiver be signed 
by both parents and one parent must 
attend the event.  Contact the Registrar for 
further details.  It’s a great way for new driv-
ers to learn valuable, life-saving skills!
   What cars are allowed?  If you are a club 
member you can come in a non-Porsche 
(bring your membership card and not a 
truck or SUV, let’s not be silly!).  Non-mem-
bers must come in a Porsche.  Cars do not 
have to be street licensed.
   Can my husband come too?  Sure, and 
we’ll even let him drive.  Two people can 
drive one car.  If it’s a Porsche, neither of 
you need to be PCA members.  If it’s a 
non-Porsche you both need to be members 
(one can be the Affi  liate of the other).  If a 
spouse or friend wants to just come and 
watch, that’s great too - and they don’t 
need to be members.  Children and pets are 
welcome but they must be well supervised 
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special circumstances.)
   What happens after I arrive?  When 
you drive in you and your passengers 
will all sign a waiver and be checked in.  
Drive to the paddock, pick a spot and 
unload your car.  You must take out all 
loose objects, including non-permanent 
fl oor mats.  Put your number on your car 
and then drive it to the “Tech Line” where 
it will be checked for safety.  Other than 
making sure that the car is empty the 
main checkpoints are:  suspension tight 
and lug nuts secure, no leaks and noth-
ing loose in the engine compartment 
(batteries are the usual culprit).  When 
your car has been successfully checked 
it will get a sticker.  Also - leave your 
helmet in the car so it can be checked 
and stickered.
   Do I get to drive now?  Hold on hoss, 
you are getting close.  Just after 8am we 
have a Drivers Meeting.  Everyone must 
attend.  Yes, there is a little pro forma 
stuff  that will sound like the speech 
you get from a fl ight attendant – but 
it’s there for a reason and particularly 
important for newcomers.  At the meet-
ing you will be told the run order and 
what to do if you are a “dual driver” car.  
Novices will have the opportunity to be 
paired with a mentor:  an experienced 
driver in a car similar to yours who will 
be available to answer your questions all 
day long.  We will also identify instruc-
tors (who will ride with you if you wish) 
and explain the passenger policy (you 
can ride with experienced drivers).  You 
will have a chance to sign up for lunch 
(probably a choice of Italian, turkey or 
meatball for $5).  And you will meet your 
worker captain who will confi rm your 
work assignment.
   Did you say work assignment?  
Everyone has to work at an autocross.  
We divide the cars into two “run groups” 
and one group works while the other 
drives, then vice versa.  If you are new, 
your work assignment is likely to be as 
a course worker:  putting cones back 
when they are knocked aside.  Work-
ing is an important part of the day:  the 
event depends on everyone going to 
their assignment quickly and doing 
their job right.  People who dodge their 
assignment are disqualifi ed and may 
not be allowed back.  (Note:  if for some 
reason you can’t work or are limited in 
what you can do, see the AX chair and 

we will make an accommodation.)  And 
a little secret:  when you are working the 
course, study the better drivers.  You’ll be 
amazed how much you learn.
   OK, now I get to drive!  No, not quite.  
Remember that this isn’t like a road 
race course with a fi xed layout.  Every 
autocross is a new course that you have 
never seen before.  Each course is just 
over a mile long and will have 20 - 30 
turns.  So after the Drivers Meeting there 
is a course walk where you will have a 
chance to see the course and plan your 
attack.  There will be a special walk for 
novices, led by an instructor – highly 
recommended if you are new.  
   Now do I fi nally get to drive?  Well, 
yes, some of you do.  Remember, half of 
you now go out to work.  But if you are 
driving, you move your car to the staging 
area and follow the instructions of the 
Stager.  When you are directed into the 
start queue (3 - 5 cars are always lined 
up and waiting to go) you should put on 
your fl ashers if you want an instructor.
   Hot damn!  Turn me loose!   Almost 
ready, calm down.  You will be directed to 
the starting line by the Starter.  Cars start 
about every 20 seconds.  The timing crew 
logs your car in so the computer can 
correctly time you.  (If you are sharing 
a car you are assigned to be either A or 
B.  If you are B you should put a piece of 
blue painters tape on your helmet – they 
can see the number on the car and the 
helmet marking tells whether you are A 
or B.)  When you are at the start line the 
Starter will tell you when it is OK to go.  
You don’t need to go immediately – your 
time starts when you break the plane 
of the lights – so compose yourself for a 
couple of seconds and then, off  you go!
   SCREEEEEEEEECH, VRROOOOOOM-

MMM, RRRRRRRRRRRRRR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
Right, don’t forget to shift.  For most 
courses and most cars you will do the 
whole run in second gear.  Make sure you 
can fi nd the course (what looks obvious 
at walking speed is less obvious at 55 
mph) before you add too much speed.  
(If you are constantly off  course you 
will be required to use an instructor.)  If 
you spin, gather up the car as quickly as 
possible and keep going – remember 
that a car started 20 seconds behind 
you.  And since occasionally a car doesn’t 
keep going, stop immediately if a red 
fl ag is displayed and wait for instructions.  

or on a leash.  
   Well, OK, now I’m serious, how do 

I sign-up?  You must pre-register by 
Wednesday midnight before the event:  
www.PCANER/MotorsportReg.com   
Registration opens one month before 
the event.  We have never turned anyone 
away so it’s OK to wait and see what the 
weather is going to be, but once you 
register there are no refunds.  If you are 
sure you are totally committed, you can 
sign up for the season and get 5 events 
for the price of 4.
   What do I need to bring?  You need 
a car.  No kidding, you don’t technically 
need anything else.  But here are some 
things it would be nice to have…
• A Snell 2010 or later M, K or SA helmet.  
We only have 3 loaner helmets so we 
strongly urge you to buy or borrow a 
helmet for the event. 
• Water.  It gets hot and thirsty on un-
shaded tarmac.  We have some water 
(and off er a sandwich for $5 as well) but 
bringing some extra water and maybe a 
snack is a good idea.
• Protection from the sun and rain.  A hat 
and sunscreen are a fi ne idea for sunny 
days, rain gear and a tarp to put over 
your stuff  are good for rainy days.
• Tire pressure gauge.  You’ll get plenty of 
advice about tire pressures if you ask so 
you might want to be able to measure it.  
Bring something to put air in if you have 
it.   (You can bring a bicycle pump – don’t 
laugh, it works a lot faster than those silly 
things you plug into the cigarette lighter 
that come with your new Porsche.)
• Shoe polish or masking tape to make 
a number on your car.  You can borrow 
some if you forget.  You will get an email 
Friday before the event with your car 
number (once you get one you keep it 
for the season), your work assignment 
(more on that later) and instructions as to 
what to do and bring (not everyone will 
have read this nice FAQ!).
• Chair.  You will have some down time 
(not much) and it’s nice to be able to sit 
outside and chat with your new friends.
   When do I need to get there?  Gate 
opens at 7.  Please aim for no later than 
7:30.  You are then there for the day, you 
can’t pick up and leave since you will 
have a work assignment.  We are usually 
done by 4 but it could be as late as 5pm 
if we run behind schedule.  (Exceptions 
to leaving early can be made if there are 



Otherwise, drive as fast as you are 
comfortable and have fun!  Oh, and 
please don’t try to be a hero right at 
the fi nish line:  our timing equipment 
is expensive.  After you cross the fi n-
ish line, slow to 10 mph and exit the 
course.  You can look over and see 
your time on the display but don’t 
stop (remember that car behind you).  
Go back to your staging position and 
wait for your next run.  Your times are 
also announced and you can listen by 
tuning in to an FM station (just like at 
the Drive-in-Theater!).  And all results 
are posted on the trailer next to the 
timing tent so you can check how 
you’re doing in between runs.
   Boy that was fun!  How many 

runs do I get?  We try to do at least 
10 runs an event:  6 in the morn-
ing and 4 or more in the afternoon.  
Sometimes weather or circumstances 
prevent that but it’s rare.  The record 
is 14.
   Did I win?  Yes, this is a competition.  
Your fi nish is based on your single 
fastest run.  So a good strategy is to 
go slow until you have learned the 
course.  Then add speed and experi-
ment a bit on your next runs.  Try to 
get at least one good “clean” run in 
your morning session – if the weather 
changes you may not be able to go 
faster in the afternoon even if you are 
driving better.  In the afternoon work 
on squeezing out another second:  
it is not unusual to have the top 3 
cars in a class be within a second of 

each other.  The fastest cars usually do the 
course in just under 70 seconds and novices 
(particularly if you have a slower car) should 
not be disappointed with an 80 second run.  
If you are one of the top three in your class 
you get a trophy – a beer mug or coff ee cup 
with our logo. Rookies get a prize too – just 
to prove to your friends that you “survived” 
your fi rst AX.  
   Wait, what’s a “clean” run – this isn’t a 

Concours is it?  No, thank god.  A clean run 
means you didn’t hit any cones.  There is a 
two second penalty for each cone you hit.  
And if you are “off  course” (failed to follow 
the correct path through the cones) you are 
disqualifi ed and you get no time for that 
run.  With typical winning times of 65 – 75 
seconds it is very rare for someone to win 
using a run that had a cone penalty.
   OK, so when do I collect my trophy?  
After everyone has done all their runs, every-
one (yes, sorry, a little more work) helps at 
picking up the cones, taking down the tent 
and packing up the trailer.  You will also have 
some time to put your stuff  back in your car.  
While all that is happening the timing folks 
and AX chair are doing the scoring.  Come 
back to the start area where there will be 
an awards ceremony.  You get your trophy, 
a round of applause and we take a picture 
that will get in the Nor’Easter.
   And now I’m done?  Well maybe.  It’s now 
probably 4 – 5 pm and some folks have com-
mitments that make them head home.  But 
there is likely to be a pretty large contingent 
that has worked up enough of a thirst to 
require a stop at our favorite local watering 
hole – the Billiards Café in Ayer (we like to 

patronize the Ayer business establish-
ments!).  And, of course, you’ll want to 
explain to your new friends how you 
managed to come in third and how you 
will do even better next time!
   OK, I’m in.  Give me the big fi nish.  On-
line registration opens one month before 
each event.  The cost for the day is $50 for 
members, $60 for non-members (driving 
a Porsche).  Additionally, members may 
sign up online for all 5 NER Autocross 
Series events in advance for $200 (a $50 
savings).  The Autocross School (May 7th 
this year) is $60 which includes 1 free au-
tocross event during the season to entice 
you to come and try the real thing!  There 
is only room for 45 students and it will 
sell out, so sign up early if you want to do 
the school.  Online signup is at:  pcaner.
motorsportreg.com .
   Who do I call if I have a question?  For 
general questions contact AX Chair Chris 
Ryan (autocrosschair@porschenet.com).  
For registration information contact Au-
tocross Registrar Jeff  Johnson (autocross-
reg@porschenet.com).  
   How do I get to Fort Devens?  From 
I495 or Rt. 128 take Route 2 West.  After 
you go under Route 495, travel another 
3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 
miles. At the rotary, take Route 2A West 
toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in 
downtown Ayer. After the right turn stay 
on Route 2A by bearing left at the fork.  
After the strip of stores, the entrance 
gate will be on your left after crossing the 
railway lines.  The google map address is 
91 Fitchburg Rd. Ayer MA.
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The NER Autocross Team will be holding its ever-popular Autocross School at Devens again this year – and since it’s scheduled in 
May, the chances for some milder weather have been greatly increased … 
   Autocross allows you to learn car control skills in a safe environment. We are fortunate to enjoy probably one of the best venues 
in the area (Moore Airfi eld at Fort Devens). The wide runways and ample open space allow participants to get close to or exceed 
the limits of their car’s mechanical grip without risking damage to cars or participants – so you can see what your Porsche feels like 
when pushed like it was meant to be. Our team of instructors will be available to show you how to do this safely while having fun - 
and we hope you will sign up for an actual event or two during the regular season!

Price: $60 (includes a free registration to one NER Autocross Event in 2017)
   Eligibility: This event is for novice autocrossers only! Participants must have participated in no more than one autocross season 
to be eligible.  As always, special circumstances may apply, so contact Chris Ryan at autocrosschair@porschenet.com with ques-
tions.
   Registration will open on April 7th at www.pcaner.motorsportreg.com.  
   Day of the Event:  Gates open at 7am. Please be on site no later than 7:30 AM. 
   The day will begin with a classroom session (dress appropriately – it could still be cold on a May morning!).  Morning driving 
exercises will include a skidpad, a slalom exercise and another exercise that combines common autocross elements (clam shell, 
pivot turn, braking zone, etc.).  After a break for lunch (provided by us) we’ll set up an actual course and you will take one or two 
autocross rides with an instructor and then take your turn driving with an instructor as your passenger. We hope you will get a 
minimum of 4 timed runs.
   Pre-registration is REQUIRED for this event.  Please do not show up at the gate unless you have registered, or you will be turned 
away.  The autocross school will have a 45 person limit, which will fi ll up fast, so please register early.
   For event and eligibility questions contact Chris Ryan at autocrosschair@porschenet.com . For registration/payment issues con-
tact Jeff  Johnson at autocrossreg@porschenet.com .

Directions to Fort Devens
The event will be at Moore Airfi eld on Route 2A which is separate from the main Army base.
From 128: Take Route 2 West. After you go under Route 495, travel another 3.6 miles. Take Route 111 North for 2 miles. At the 
rotary, take Route 2A West toward Ayer. Stay on 2A as it turns right in downtown Ayer.  After the right turn stay on Route 2A by 
bearing left at the fork.  After the strip of stores, the entrance gate will be on your left after crossing the railway lines.  The google 
maps address is 91 Fitchburg Rd. Ayer MA.

2017 NER Auto Cross School!

Sunday May 7th

Sponsored by..
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“What In the World is Drivers 
Education?!?” 
   In short – Drivers Educa-

tion allows you to learn to drive your 
Porsche in an instructed, controlled and 
safe environment. In fact, if you read my 
last month’s column, it fairly well describes 
what to expect, especially as a “fi rst timer”. 
Drivers Education, indeed, as an experi-
ence unlike any other PCA organized 
event.
   From a technical perspective, Drivers 
Education (DE) is a program developed by 
the PCA to give drivers the opportunity 
to learn how to drive their cars on tracks 
in a safe, controlled and fun environment. 
Typical DE events are typically run over 1, 
2 or 3 days, and for the NER 2017 season, 
all are three days. (Well, I say but one of 
the events will have a 1-day Advanced Day 
– our fi rst event at Palmer this year.) 
   Based on your experience at previous or-
ganized DE Events, drivers are assigned to 
one of four or fi ve run groups divided by 

skill level. Each day is separated into sepa-
rate sets of run groups so all drivers are on 
track 4 times per day for 20 to 30 minutes 
each time. To ensure maximum safety 
and fun you’re placed in a run group with 
other drivers with similar experience and 
skill levels. 
   In the beginner and novice (Green and 
Yellow) run groups, drivers are accompa-
nied by PCA trained and certifi ed instruc-
tors who will teach you high performance 
driving techniques and fundamentals. DE 
driving is not racing or preparation for 
racing. Prescribed passing zones and rules 
and codes of conduct add to the overall 
learning environment. Additionally, even 
before the newer folks “hit the track”, 
there is a classroom session to help you 
feel more comfortable with how every-
thing is done – and there, you will meet 
and get to know others who are part of 
your run group. That classroom is the time 
and place to ask and have answered any 
questions you may have about the day 

and the event.
   As you proceed advancing through 
the DE curriculum and become more 
profi cient with your driving skill set, DE 
quite often becomes a lifestyle through-
out the summer and in fact year ‘round. 
Waking moments are spent at the track, 
or thinking about the next time there. We 
live for the rush of adrenaline that comes 
from moments like touching 150 mph 
just before jumping on the brakes at the 
“bus stop” at Watkins Glen. Or, allowing 
the car to drift out to the turn-in at the 
end of the front straight before powering 
over a blind cresting apex at Mont Trem-
blant. Just as importantly, highpoints 
of seasons at DE events include laughs 
with new and old friends over the events 
of the day, or instructors sharing what 
they’ve learned and watching the smile 
of new students as they discover what 
they and their car are really capable of. 
Yes -some are true DE addict while others 
attend only a few a days a year, and enjoy 
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Soirees” at several of the events, and too, 
some simpler fare at the remaining events.
   NER Ground School

   If you are new to DE, we hold a “Ground 
School” at HMS (Danvers) where you can 
meet members of the track committee, 
other new drivers, and have your personal 
questions answered. It’s a terrifi c way to sit 
back, relax – and understand if DE is right 
for you! This year, we will also be discuss-
ing not only DE, but as well, our Auto-X 
program to assist you in determining 
which, or both! – could be right for you.  
This is being held on February 18th – and 
please try to register before attending – 
as it helps us determine seating, coff ee, 
donuts – and well, “the essentials”…!
   Watch the NER and NCR Websites

   While NER and NCR  email information to 
registered drivers the web site should be 
checked periodically for new and updated 
information. For example the rates and 
reservation information for the Mont 
Tremblant hotels with which we negotiate 
special rates will be posted on the web 
site at the “DE Event Information” page. In 
fact, if you ‘bookmark” that page – we will 
post information before each event!
   Though NER and NCR are entirely sepa-
rate and distinct regions, we’ve done our 
best to coordinate our policies and proce-
dures to make the DE season as seamless 
as possible. Even so, please familiarize 
yourself with the host region’s policies 
and protocols by reading the host region’s 
policies as found on their individual web 
sites. Do not assume the rules you are 
accustomed to with your home region 
will be the same as those of other regions. 
Your standard operating procedure should 
be to check the DE pages of any region’s 
event you are attending far enough in 
advance to allow compliance with their 
policies; and those may change from year 
to year.
   Hey – you actually made it THIS FAR 

into this article? CONGRATS!!!  

   Now, if you want more detail, keep read-
ing….
   Who can drive in a PCA Driver Educa-

tion event?

   Both NER & NCR regions have the same 
basic requirements:
   - You must be 18 years or older
   - You must be a currently licensed driver
   - You must not be under the infl uence 
of drowsiness-inducing or mind altering 
substances (prescribed or not) prior to or 
during the event.

   - You must be a member of PCA or 
another recognized car club (such as the 
BMWCCA).
   What can you drive at a PCA Driver 

Education event?

   Both regions accept any Porsche 
vehicle and also accept any non-Porsche 
driven by a PCA member, or member 
of another car club recognized by NER. 
Generally speaking, any Porsche that is 
’as delivered‘ and is currently in good, 
safe working order will be acceptable for 
entry in any Driver Education event. De-
pending on the host’s specifi c rulings, the 
same can be said of most cars produced 
by other makers. The only consistent 
exceptions are: All cabriolets (other than 
Porsche 996s, 997s and Boxsters) must be 
equipped with roll over protection (roll 
bar or roll cage).
   Some older Porsches (pre-1969) may be 
required to modify the mountings of, or 
install, seat belts. Host web sites will give 
details of requirements and should be 
checked periodically to stay current with 
any changes. All vehicles are required 
to have at least 3-point seat belts. For 
vehicles modifi ed from original specifi ca-
tion, please check your host’s web site for 
requirements. Most importantly,check for 
specifi c details regarding the installation 
of racing harnesses, racing seats and the 
need for equal restraints for both driver 
and passenger. Also be aware that many 
tracks have dB (noise) limits — a modi-
fi ed exhaust may not be acceptable at all 
tracks. 
   What else is needed?

   Both regions require that your vehicle 
be given a pre-track Technical Inspec-
tion by a PCA-recognized Inspector. 
These inspections must be undertaken 
prior to arrival at the event and are 
intended primarily to ensure the safety 
and track-worthiness of your vehicle. 
Details of these inspections along with 
downloadable NER and NCR tech forms 
and a list of recognized inspector scan be 
found at each of the host regions’ web 
sites. Each host region will have slightly 
diff erent forms and requirements, but 
each will accept the host region’s “Tech” 
form signed and stamped by another 
region’s registered tech inspector. Please 
be aware, however, that technical inspec-
tion does not negate the vehicle’s driver/
owner responsibility for the vehicle to be 
safe and in compliance with all PCA, host 
region and/or track requirements.  

building their competency and letting 
the car do what it was built to do.
   For this 2017 season we’ve lined up 
some terrifi c tracks and events starting 
off  with Thomson, where the fi rst morn-
ing of the three day event is dedicated to 
Novice introductions and basic skill. Next, 
we go to Palmer Motorsports; and then 
next on the calendar is what I refer to as 
“The Canada Get-Away” (three days at Le 
Circuit Mont-Tremblant during the Inter-
national Blues Festival, and then followed 
up with three days at Calabogie!). And 
of course, we have our landmark 3-day 
event at Watkins Glen. And fi nally, we 
conclude our season in September, once 
again returning to Palmer Motorsports.
   What’s new, or continuing, for 2017? 

   This year we have once again organized 
a coordinated calendar between the 
Northeast (NER) and North Country (NCR) 
regions of the PCA. These coordinated 
events provide the dedicated DE enthusi-
ast the chance for 25 days of driving on a 
range of various tracks; including a return 
to Limerock Park and the opportunity to 
drive Calabogie, which we’ve added back 
into our schedule this year. 
   As well, NER was the fi rst PCA region to 
adopt an “On-Line Drivers Pack”, which 
was hugely successful at our fi nal event 
last year. We will defi nitely continue that 
in 2017, as it allows you to study the track 
map, learn the fl ags and passing zones 
before you arrive at the track!
   New for 2017 is a dedicated Profes-
sional Coach who will be in attendance 
at each of our events. Lee Carpentier is 
recognized throughout the professional 
and racing world as one of the predomi-
nant coaches in the business, and he will 
be available to any and all solo students. 
Further, Lee and our own Peter Tracy and 
NCR Instructor Penn Young are devel-
oping an educational curriculum for 
all students – both instructed and solo 
students alike.
   As well, for the fi rst time, NER has 
named and has a designated “Instruc-
tor At Large”, Moe Auger. Moe will be 
primarily focused on working in-car with 
intermediate solo students throughout 
the season. I believe NER is, once again 
– the only region to designate a named 
instructor for “solo” students.
   Finally, we won’t forget the social na-
ture of Driver Education! The NER Social 
Chair Adrianne Ross is pulling together 
some plans for a couple of “Swinging 
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NER Driver Education and Novice Day at Thompson 

May 26, 27, & 28th

Please join the Northeast Region drivers for our fi rst 2017 Driver Education event and Novice Day at historic Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park in Thompson, Connecticut. About an hour from Boston, the track is well suited for new and 
experienced drivers alike. This road course was in use in various confi gurations on and off  for many years starting in the 50’s 

and running through the early 70’s. It lives again as a 1.7 mile road course with a long, fast front straight and a set of more chal-
lenging technical sections. In addition, it is set in a beautiful and picturesque region of historic Northern Connecticut. 
   On Friday morning, Novice Day activities for Instructed Students include full access to a skid-pad, car control exercises and brak-
ing exercises, the perfect and safe way to explore the limits of your car before going out on the track later that day! For solo driv-
ers, this is a full three day track event! 
   Registration for this event opens on or before March 1st. If you are a solo driver, this event is a full three-day DE – with the added 
bonus that we will keep he skid-pad and other Novice Day courses open for you during the afternoon as well.  Waitlisted drivers 
that do not make it into the event will receive full refunds of their registration fees. 
   Our events are open to current PCA, BMWCCA and members of other recognized car clubs. Registration for this event will be 
handled by NER through clubregistration.net and full DE info is available at www.porschenet.com. Please make sure your email 
address is current in your clubregistration.net profi le. Registration questions? Please contact Stan Corbett, Registrar at TCReg@
PorscheNet.com; or 774-275-1621 before 9 PM.



Join in the fun!

Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on 
July 9-15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand 
of your fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington. 

Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern 
Washington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an 
Autocross, and a Time-Speed-Distance Rally to test your competitive spirit. 

When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with award- 
winning eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique 
shopping. Bring the kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model 
Porsche Concours, RC Car racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the 
ice cream, too).

REGISTRATION OPENS

FEBRUARY 21ST

HOUSING RESERVATIONS AND  
PARADE REGISTRATION  

OPEN ON FEBRUARY 21ST. 

REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS 
OPENS ON APRIL 3RD.
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A little rain, a little snow.  What’s 
the problem?  We’re Porsche 
drivers!
   About 60 folks turned out for 
the annual Winter Warmer gra-

ciously hosted by “Racetrack Rick” Scourtas 
of Herb Chambers Porsche of Boston.  The 
weather actually did us a favor and per-
suaded the wise staff  to pack the showroom 
with stunning 2017 models.  Rick brought up 
us up to date with new innovations and all 
things Porsche.
   Thanks to everyone who came out and 
the great folks at Herb Chambers Porsche of 
Boston!

Photo Courtesy Peter Mozzone

Photo Courtesy Peter Mozzone

2017 
Winter 
Warmer

Copy by Glenn Champagne,  Photos as 
Marked

Photo Courtesy Peter Mozzone
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Photo Courtesy Manuel Nguyen

Photo Courtesy Manuel Nguyen
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previews were in full swing and the price 
estimates were higher than ever. I think 
that it is important to remember who 
establishes those estimates and why. The 
auction houses are paid a percentage of 
the highest bid so it is important to keep 
those expectations high. With the small-
er auctions limited to 100 cars or less it is 
easy to understand why there are few if 
any cars in the $10k- $20k range.
   Gooding & Co had two 356A Speed-
sters off ered. One was a driver that 
looked like it had been used the way it 
was intended. There were scrapes and 
dings, chipped paint and oil drips. It 
showed evidence of long rides and no 
time spent at the car wash. The estimate 
was $400k-$500k and brought $525k with 
the buyers fee added.
That seemed like a lot for a car that would 
be left in the parking lot of any car show.

   The real surprise, at least for me, was 
the other Speedster which was listed as 
a “barn fi nd” and had a $200k-$250k es-
timate. This car was truly found in a barn 
and needed everything, rust repair, paint, 
engine work, interior restoration, etc.  This 
was not a Seinfi eld fi nd that just needed 
fresh gas and a new battery to be ready 
to drive, it was a project that needed 
everything, including lots of missing parts 
like bumpers.
   The car had no real history other than 
being in the same barn for 40 years and 
two guys under the tent decided that they 
couldn’t live without it. Bidding soared 
past the estimate and ended at $341k. 
Jerry must be laughing out loud.
   

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued from page 8

There were some very nice Porsches that 
also did well including a ’67 912 in yellow 
that brought $114k, a new record and 
sparkling ’73 911T that changed hands 
for $165k.
   The Bonhams auction was an experi-
ence as a very nice ’58 Speedster brought 
$528k and a ’61 356 Outlaw went home 
at $104k . A well used Porsche 904 went 
to a new home for $2.3 m. I was stand-
ing at the block when the 1960 Ferrari 
250GT California Spyder rolled past as 
two bidders present and one phone 
bidder chased it to $12 million. It was 
amazing to watch the crowd reaction 
as the bids went up a million dollars at 
a time. The overseas buyer won the day 
and  my guess was that it wasn’t his last 
$12 million.
   Proving the importance of the venue, 
a ’59 356A sunroof coupe that should’ve 
reached $200k struggled at Russo and 
Steele to get to $125k and went to a 
dealer who listed it on the internet for 
$199k a week later. It was nicely restored 

and a real bargain

   Good thing I was at a family dinner 
when it crossed the block or it might have 
followed me home even thought I already 
have one at home, the Puddle Jumper.
   Rob and the two older boys went with 
me to the big show at Barrett Jackson 
and after walking past what seemed like 
hundreds of Fords and Chevys we settled 
for some great smoked food from a BBQ 
truck. The vendor area was expanded and 
I’m sure that we covered less than half the 
displays selling stuff  for rich guys. Very 
enteraining for all.
   The auction schedule left time to take 
the two youngest grandsons to the newly 
opened Scottsdale aquarium and we had 
a great time sitting theater style as huge 
tanks of sharks, sea turtles and eels rolled 
past. Now everyone in the family is taller 
than an Emperor penguin. 
   It was time well spent that will leave 

them with lots of memories. Their grand-
father isn’t just a car guy.      
   The family activity this year, besides the 
standard Red Lobster dinner party, was 
a few hours at a Phoenix go cart track 
where everybody exceeded the minu-
mum height requirement even Marie and 
Tom. I guess penguins can’t drive go carts.

continued page  39
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Sound in MotionSound in Motion  
High Performance Car Audio 

Boston MA 

617-787-7744                 8 Brighton Ave. Allston MA                www.sound-in-motion.com 

 

Sales, Maintenance & Fabrication Work on German and Italian High Performance Automobiles
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In this tumultuous environment, do you know what is driving 
your portfolio?

Customized investment management for individuals, 
foundations and businesses since 2003

Removing the stress of the investment experience for individuals who have a lot to lose.

Wayne M. Ushman, CFA - Managing Director       Robert E. Jacobsen - Director/ CCO 

www.assabetadvisors.com    508-351-9666    4 Smith Road, Northborough, MA 01532 

One Track Mind - continued from page  7

you ask? Well, because the other cars are 
Porsches. Further complicating the mat-
ter, is that the winter tire off erings seem 
to be limited for the Macan and I’m very 
partial to the Blizzaks given my experi-
ence with them. Since it’s mid-February, 
I think this will go to a “pocket veto” and 
will be dealt in the coming Fall. In the 
meantime, the beater lives!
   
   As of this writing, we’re mid-way 
through February and have seen two 
feet of snow or thereabouts. It’s time to 
deal with our collective Seasonal Aff ec-
tive Disorder (SAD) so I prescribe the 
following - pour your favorite libation, 
preferably containing alcohol (but not 
mandatory). Raise your glass in as in a 
toast and say the following . . . “Screw 
you, Punxsutawney Phil!” Repeat three or 
four times or until symptoms abate.
   See you next month.
   

   Everyone drove very well and had a 
great time. It was a good thing they were 

there so that I wasn’t the slowest Tate in 
the building. I’m only getting faster in 
the stories I tell, not the cars I drive. Marc 
beat us all even local autocrosser, Zach. 
I blamed it on the weight diff erence. At 
least nobody has asked for my drivers 
license yet.   
   I promise to bore you next time with 
lots more car talk, Sebring is coming up 
and Rob and I will be on the track in an 
old Tub from Vic Skirmants in March for 
the SVRA races. It should be a great time 
and warm too. So long New England 
weather, at least for a week.
            KTF

Four Speeds and Drum Brakes - continued 
from page 38



year courtesy of Roger Slocum will happen 
on the 9th of April.  Plans have fi nally been 
cemented in for our Speaker’s Presenta-
tion by Brian Redman to be held in April.  
Final details will be found on our website 
and with a broadcast email soon.  This will 
be co-sponsored be BMW club of Boston 
and one of Brian’s Daytona winning BMWs 
will be on display at the event.  Glenn also 
presented the idea of an annual, family 
picnic (maybe at Mount Wachusett) which 
was well received by the Board.
   Robert, our newly minded Treasurer, 
presented the budget for January and 
the board approved a motion to accept it.  
Robert, as one of the principles of Assabet 
Advisors LLC, a steadfast NER sponsor, dis-
cussed our advertiser’s rate versus various 
other similar publications.  We are consid-
ering ideas to make Nor’Easter advertising 
more appealing to a wider audience and 
the notion of a full color copy of our maga-
zine was discussed.
   Kristin expressed some ideas about the 
recent Gala and thoughts for improve-
ments for those in the future and I brought 
the board up to speed with my “Goodie 
Store” revival eff orts.  Stay tuned on that.
   Our new Membership Chair, Sterling Ver-
non, presented his report and at this point 
we have 1772 primary and 956 affi  liate 
members.  This includes 13 new members 
with 2 transfers in and 2 transfers out.  We 
had 27 non-renewals although reminder 
contacts have been made to these folks.  
Sterling has also stepped up to taking over 
web management duties and is work-
ing hard to resolve nagging issues with 
Porschenet.com.  We sincerely appreciate 
his eff orts!
   The board adjourned at 9PM and next 
month’s soiree will be host by Kristin on 
March 15th.
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For Sale 

2012 Porsche Cayenne OEM Factory Genuine 18” Wheels and Tires (4) with the Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) in 
the wheels; Original to the vehicle, not replacement sensors.  Wheels are in great condition without any major scratches or dings. 
Wheels have a painted Porsche center cap. Continental Mud and Snow tires with 50% wear. $1200.00.  msceppa944@aol.com 617-
620-2500 or 802-422-6637 (2/17)
      Advertising Guidelines

Publication of paid advertising in the NOR’EASTER does not constitute the endorsement by this publication or the Northeast Region of the prod-
ucts or services set forth therein. The NOR’EASTER reserves the unqualifi ed right to approve and edit for publication all advertising submitted.
   Marketplace Guidelines

Deadline for submitting ads for MARKETPLACE  to the editor is no later than the 15th of each month to appear in the next issue of the magazine. 
Advertising Porsches or Porsche parts or to solicit materials is free to members in this section of the publication. Ads will run for two months 
unless the editor is formally notifi ed. To place your want ad send a note to the editor containing your copy. Please limit copy to a maximum of six 
lines. 
   Ads can be emailed to: aross@porschenet.com.
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President

Dick Anderson
10 Cutler Road, Andover, MA 01810
H: 978-474-0898, M: 978-764-0277 
president@PorscheNet.com
Vice President - Administrative

Glenn Champagne
30 Frances Street
Needham, MA 02492
Admin@PorscheNet.com 
339-225-9825
Vice President - Activities 

Bill Seymour
28 Saddlebrook Rd., Sherborn, MA 01770
(508) 650-0720; activities@PorscheNet.com
Treasurer

Robert Jacobson
RJacobson51@Gmail.com
(508) 717-4680
Secretary

Alan Donkin
36 Lowell Dr., Stow, MA 01775
secretary@PorscheNet.com
Membership

Sterling Vernon
310 Sneech Pond Road
Cumberland, RI 02864
sterlingvernon@gmail.com
401.333.8508
NOR’EASTER Editor

Adrianne Ross
781-249-5091, aross@PorscheNet.com
Past President

Kristin Larson
1 Wheelwright Ln, Acton MA 01720
978-302-3634; pastpresident@PorscheNet.com

Committee Chairs
Chair - Autocross 

Chris Ryan
28 Myrick Lane
Harvard, MA
978-618-6442
AutoCrossChair@PorscheNet.com
Chair - Concours d’Elegance

Steve Ross
49 Village Brook Lane, Natick, MA 01760
508-653-1695: admin@PorscheNet.com  
Registration - Autocross

Jeff  Johnson
64 Blaisdell Drive
Carlisle, MA 01741
jjra3958@gmail.com
617-840-0866
Chair -Driver Education

John Dunkle
603-553-0307: trackchair@PorscheNet.com
Registration - Driver Education

Stan Corbett
21 Elm St., North Grafton, MA 01536
774-275-1621: tcreg@PorscheNet.com
DE Tech

Chip Wood
Chip52859@comcast.net
Chief Driving Instructor - Driver Education

Dick Anderson
10 Cutler Road, Andover, MA 01810
H: 978-474-0898, M: 978-764-0277 
chiefi nstructor@porschenet.com
Instructor Development - Driver Education

Ann Anderson
H: 978-474-0898, M: 617-593-7545
Ann.Anderson819@gmail.com
Zone 1 Representative

Mike Bryan
Mike@brycorp.ca

NER Board of Directors

New Members

DAVID BAMFORTH
CAMBRIDGE MA
CAYMAN S

NIALL CONNORS
BEVERLY MA
CAYMAN S

WILLIAM HALE
OXFORD MA
911 CARRERA 4S

THOMAS MAYO
REHOBOTH MA
911 CARRERA

ROBERT CIARDI
WELLESLEY MA
911 TURBO

DANIEL SCHMIDT
GREENVILLE RI
911 CARRERA S

JEFFREY ARCHAMBEAULT
PLYMPTON MA
CAYENNE
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TIMOTHY T. HILTON
CAMBRIDGE MA
911 TARGA 4S

ARNAUD LESSARD
AMESBURY  MA
911 CARRERA 4 CAB

DAVID RICARDI
BARNSTABLE MA
911 CARRERA S

CHARLES ZIERING
CONCORD MA
356 CAB

Subscription/Address/Car/

Email Changes
Subscription Changes: 

   We can not honor multiple or changing addresses throughout the year. When you subscribe, please choose the one 
address you will spend the most time at during the year. 

Address Change:   

    If you have changed your address, you MUST change it at PCA.org, that will also change your Panorama subscription. 
Your NOR’EASTER subscription change of address needs to be addressed at membership@PorscheNet.com. The Edi-
tor does not control the subscription list. PCA.org does not control the NOR’EASTER subscription. 
   Subscribed and not received your copy? Please call or email Membership. The Editor does not control the 

subscription list. 

New Porsche? 

   Bought a new Porsche? You can change and add cars to your profi le at PCA.org. 
   
Email Change? 
   If you have changed your email, you MUST change it at PCA.org. 

©2014 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each 
brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & 
Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal 
Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles 
of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen
ENGEL & VÖLKERS, Boston
Principal · Broker
9 Newbury Street, 2nd Floor
Mobile +1-617-962-0142
robb.cohen@evusa.com

Real Advice.
Real Results.

When you are really ready to 
buy or sell, I’m available to 

make it really happen.

Specializing In:
Back Bay

Bay Village
Beacon Hill
Brookline

Charlestown

Leather District
Midtown

North End
Seaport

South End

Search all MLS listings at robbcohen.com
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